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BY VALERIE CURY

For nearly 250 years, a small log cabin 
known as Bowman Tavern, dating to approx-
imately 1789, along Snickersville Turnpike in 
Philomont has stood through storms, chang-
ing seasons and generations of Loudoun 
County history including the Civil War.

For the past 17 years, it has been Fallon’s 
home.

She has cared for it, repaired it and poured 
her heart into the property, creating a peace-
ful retreat where deer and foxes wander 
through a wildlife corridor she established. 

She never imagined that one day she 
might have to leave it.

Just across narrow Snickersville Turnpike, 
Loudoun County is building a new fire sta-
tion, with a retention pond approximately 50 
feet from Fallon’s historic cabin. Since heavy 
excavation and months of jackhammering 
began this summer, Fallon says the ground 
around her home has begun to sink, water 
has risen through her basement floor, and 
the home she has spent nearly two decades 
preserving may be in danger.

For 17 years, she says, she never 

experienced flooding in her basement.
She didn’t even have a sump pump. She 

had never needed one.
Then, following approximately 3½ inch-

es of rain Oct. 11 and 12, she discovered 18 
inches of water beneath her home.

The water surrounded the furnace, water 
storage tank, hot water heater and a newly 
installed water treatment system. Construc-
tion workers from across the road came to 
help pump it out.

But even as the water level dropped, more 
water continued bubbling up through three 

locations in her basement floor. 
For Fallon, the timing was impossible to 

ignore.
Only months earlier, heavy equipment had 

begun excavating bedrock approximately 50 
feet from her property for the new fire sta-
tion’s stormwater management system. In 
September, she had noticed the ground sink-
ing beneath her feet as she walked through 
her front yard.

Now water was emerging from beneath 
the home itself.

Fallon believes the excavation altered the 
underground movement of water and direct-
ed it toward her property. For Fallon, the 
connection is unmistakable: After 17 years 
without flooding or any water in her base-
ment, the excavation began across the street, 

BY VALERIE CURY

Two days, two very different destinations 
and a common thread—the enduring impor-
tance of public service.

On Wednesday, Oct. 21, U.S. Sen. Tim 
Kaine (D-VA) visited Dodona Manor in Lees-
burg, the former home of Gen. George C. 
Marshall, to celebrate its new affiliation with 

the National Park Service 
and explore how that rec-
ognition could strengthen 

its preservation and educational mission.
The following day, Kaine toured Loudoun 

County’s new $21 million Crisis Receiving 
and Stabilization Center, designed to provide 
immediate mental health and substance-use 
crisis care while easing the burden on hospital 

emergency rooms and law enforcement.
One visit looked back at a remarkable 

American life. The other looked ahead to a 
different way of caring for people in crisis.

At Dodona Manor, Kaine and U.S. Rep. 
Suhas Subramanyam (VA-10) joined leaders 
of the George C. Marshall International Cen-
ter for a tour of the historic home and discus-
sions about its future.

The National Park Service affiliation fol-
lows years of work by Virginia’s congres-
sional delegation, beginning with efforts 
launched in 2019 by former Rep. Jennifer 
Wexton, Kaine and Sen. Mark Warner.

Subramanyam described the persistence 
required to secure the designation, recall-
ing how he approached a House committee 

chairman directly and continued pressing for 
action on the legislation. 

Although the designation has been 
secured, its practical benefits are still being 
explored.

“I don’t think I’ve worked on helping 
somebody become a National Park Service 
affiliate,” Kaine said. “So, like, exactly what 
does that mean? What does that give the 
Marshall House that it didn’t have already?”

Executive Director Valerie Beaudoin 
explained that the affiliation could provide 
access to National Park Service expertise in 
education, preservation and conservation, 
along with greater visibility through its web-
site and promotional materials.

The designation could also introduce 

Dodona Manor to a much wider audience. 
Inclusion in National Park Service maps, pub-
lications and online resources may encour-
age visitors who might otherwise overlook 
the Leesburg landmark to discover the home 
of one of America’s most influential military 
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“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How 
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane. 
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out 
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around 
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner 
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday  
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is 
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their 
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you 
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
540-687-3608

huntcountrypropane.com

Less • Local • Honest

GOVERNMENT

Kaine’s Two Loudoun Visits 
Highlight Public Service

A 250-Year-Old Cabin, a New Fire Station 
and One Woman’s Fight to Save Her Home
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Contact us today at (540) 687-3608
or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com

PO Box 309 Middleburg, VA 20118-0188
LC# MD HVACR 01-2278

Are you paying too
much for Propane?  
Call Hunt Country

Propane today!

WE’RE LOCAL. WE’RE LOCAL. 
WE’RE LESS. WE’RE LESS. 

WE’RE HONEST.WE’RE HONEST.
n We believe all customers should be paying the same 

low price for propane.
 No games. No hidden charges.
n Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.
n A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more! 
n We Sell and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Sweet Dreams, Roses. 
See You in the Spring!
BY VALERIE CURY

The days are growing shorter, the air is 
turning crisp, and somewhere in gardens 
across Loudoun County, roses are getting 
ready for a long winter’s nap.

But before we tuck those beauties into bed, 
there’s a little housekeeping to do. After all, 
nobody wants to wake up in April to discov-
er that their beloved roses didn’t survive the 
winter.

Who better to explain the proper bedtime 
routine than someone who has spent years 
helping roses flourish?

Pam Powers, president of the Arlington 
Rose Foundation and a nationally recognized 
rose expert, brought her knowledge, humor 
and infectious enthusiasm to Abernethy & 
Spencer Greenhouse and Garden Center in 
Purcellville on Oct. 11.

Her workshop, appropriately titled “Put-
ting Roses to Bed,” was part gardening lesson, 
part storytelling and a delightful reminder 
that a little love in autumn can bring glorious 
rewards come spring.

Powers has a wonderfully practical way of 
looking at winter rose care. She calls it insur-
ance.

We insure our homes, our cars and our 
valuables, she explained. Why wouldn’t we 
protect the beautiful rose bushes we’ve spent 
months, sometimes years, nurturing?

And winter, even in Northern Virginia, can 
be unpredictable.

Powers recalled a fellow rose grower who 
decided winter protection wasn’t necessary 
after several mild winters. Then came the bit-
ter cold. The gardener lost roughly a third of 

her roses.
Powers lost none. Her secret? A little 

preparation, some mulch and knowing when 
to leave well enough alone.

First, stop feeding the roses.
As the days grow shorter, roses need to 

understand that bedtime is approaching. Fer-
tilizing too late encourages new growth when 
the plant should be preparing for dormancy.

In Northern Virginia, Powers recommends 
stopping granular fertilizer around Labor Day 
and liquid fertilizer by late September.

Those faded blooms? It’s time to stop dead-
heading, too. Some varieties will reward gar-
deners with colorful rose hips, little red and 
orange treasures that brighten the winter gar-
den and provide food for birds.

Next comes a little housekeeping.
Remove fallen leaves and garden debris 

that could harbor diseases and pests over win-
ter. Check the soil, too. Powers explained that 
roses prefer a soil pH between 6.25 and 7, with 
about 6.5 being ideal.

Then comes pruning, but not the dramatic 
spring haircut.

Around Thanksgiving, Powers recommends 
a light cosmetic trim for most modern roses, 
particularly long, unruly canes that could 
snap under heavy snow or ice. Once-bloom-
ing old garden roses and ramblers are excep-
tions because pruning them at the wrong time 
can sacrifice next year’s flowers.

The serious pruning can wait until March.
And finally, the winter blanket.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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SUBMITTED BY JOSHUA WOLINSKI,  
EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Feeling financially fulfilled means so 
much more than just the number in your 
bank account. It’s about being able to take 
your family out to dinner without calcu-
lating whether you can afford it. It means 
sleeping soundly on a Sunday night, know-

ing that if the water heat-
er gives out tomorrow, 
you can handle it. And it’s 
saying yes to a vacation 
because you planned ahead 
and the money is there.

In short, financial ful-
fillment is the feeling that 

your money is supporting the life you want.
Yet true fulfillment is surprisingly rare. 

Only 16% of Americans are financially ful-
filled, according to a 2026 study by Edward 
Jones and Gallup, “Money and Meaning: 
Understanding Financial Fulfillment.” 
Those at the other end of the spectrum, the 
financially stressed (32%), often say that 
money regularly controls their daily deci-
sions. Most Americans (51%), however, fall 

in the middle—the financially conflicted. 
They manage to get by but often carry a per-
sistent undercurrent of worry.

Notably, where you land on this spectrum 
has less to do with your income than you 
might expect. More than half of households 
earning $175,000 or more are still financial-
ly conflicted. 

Building the foundation
So, the question becomes, “What do 

financially fulfilled people do differently?” 
Simply put, they tend to have foundational 
planning structures in place. Five behaviors 
show up consistently among the financially 
fulfilled, and they’re simple steps you can 
take, too.

•	 Build an emergency fund (98% of 
fulfilled have this). Aim for saving 
three to six months of living expenses 
in a liquid, easily accessible account. 
When you know you can handle the 
unexpected, you stop bracing for it, 
and lower stress gives you a higher 

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

What does financial fulfillment feel like?

JOSHUA
WOLINSKI

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

As a child psychologist, I frequently 
work with first-generation parents who 
have made extraordinary sacrifices. They 
arrived in the United States from all cor-

ners of the world seeking 
safety, opportunity, and a 
better life. Many left behind 
established careers, extend-
ed families, and cultural 
familiarity. They navigated 
language barriers, worked 
grueling hours, and built a 

foundation for their children to excel.
This history matters deeply, yet it can 

also create a painful psychological divide 
between generations.

For many immigrant parents, a child’s 
academic success is not merely about 
grades; it is a metric of security and a val-
idation of family sacrifice. A report card 
carries the silent, heavy weight of years of 
struggle: “We gave up everything for you. Do 
not waste this opportunity.” 

Children, however, often translate this 
devotion into a distressing core belief: “I 
am only worthy of love if I achieve.”

Two Different Lived Experiences
First-generation parents often grew up 

in environments where resources were 
scarce, competition was fierce, and fail-
ure carried severe consequences. From 
their perspective, pushing a child toward 
high-status, stable careers is an act of pro-
found love and protection.

But children raised in the West grow 
up immersed in an individualistic culture. 
They value autonomy, creative expression, 
social connection, and unstructured time. 
Where parents see family duty and collec-
tive honor, children see personal choice 
and self-actualization.

Neither perspective is wrong, but con-
flict arises when there is no room for both.

When a teenager wants to pursue athlet-
ics, arts, or simply spend an afternoon with 
friends hanging out, a worried parent may 
view these activities as dangerous distrac-
tions. The resulting household dynamic is a 
classic cycle of anxiety: the child pulls away 
to seek autonomy, the parent increases 
control to manage their own fear, and emo-
tional distance grows.

When Love Becomes Pressure: 
Helping Immigrant Families 
Raise Thriving Children

DR. MIKE
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BY RIA NARAYAN

In a world where rabbits are always 
late, Mad Hatters are stuck at teatime, 

and clocks can’t seem to 
make up their minds …

Starring: One kid. 
Two parents. Three very 
different times. 

Coming this Novem-
ber to a household near 
you … IT’S THE BOO-

MERANG HOUR!
Rated G for General Confusion.
Welcome to Ria in Wonderland, where 

my mom morphs into the Mad Hatter, my 
dad plays Father Time, and I play … well, 
moi! All I’m trying to do is figure out WHAT 
TIME IT ACTUALLY IS!

You see, my mom believes clocks should 
always be set ten minutes ahead and refuses 
to move a muscle when it’s time to spring 
forward or fall back. Meanwhile, Father Time 
believes clocks should actually tell the cor-
rect time. His North Star? The stove clock, 
which the Mad Hatter somehow forgets to 
change every year.

Every year on the first Sunday of Novem-
ber it’s showtime. November 1, 2026, our 
opening scene starts exactly at 2 a.m. and 

the clocks across the U.S. fall back one hour. 
That means that the hour between 1 a.m. 
and 2 a.m. happens twice! Déjà vu on pur-
pose? Yup. You’re not losing your mind but 
the clocks are pretty sus at this point. 

And just when we finally, get used to the 
new time, March 14, 2027, rolls around and 
we spring forward again!

Okay, so let’s go behind the scenes and 
find out what does falling back look like in 
my world? Let’s say I normally wake up at 6 
a.m. Guess what? After falling back, my body 
might decide it’s hey kid time to wake up at 
5 a.m.! I’m sure most parents wouldn’t find 

The Boomerang Hour: Why Kids 
and Cows Should Care

RIA NARAYAN

211 EAST MAIN STREET
PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA

KSAKitchens.com
540-338-2613

BY TIM JON

Before we even get started, I submit 
a humble request to forgive my factual 

inaccuracies, rambling 
tangents and sketchy 
memory. You see, I set 
down the first mental 
notes for this tale more 
than a quarter century 
ago. Thank you: so, now, 
with a grateful heart on 

my end, we can proceed with our (see how 
we worked you into this already?) person-
al brush with the sole Union force in the 
American Civil War (organized and oper-
ated in Loudoun County, Virginia). 

It seemed like fate. You see, my decades-
long love for live dramatics brought me 
to a local community theater tryout—all 
those years ago—in the tiny, historic Vil-
lage of Waterford. 

Now, you have to understand—the 
building section containing the prosceni-
um stage at the old Second Street School 
is now gone—lost to a fire in the interven-
ing years (chronicled in my first story of 
Waterford earlier in this series)—but those 
events (now almost 30 years gone, yet not 
gone) live on inside at least some of us, 
and I fondly recall embodying the char-
acter of Union Army Lieutenant Luther 
Slater, and experiencing the friends and 

enemies, times and troubles of 
Northern Virginia in the latter half 
of the Year 1862—as well as the 
inimitable personalities among the 
creative group assembled for the 
modern-day project. 

Now, here’s where the lines of 
historical accuracy and memories 
from the heart start getting a bit 
blurry. My recollections tell me 
that the Loudoun Rangers suffered 

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: 
Waterford Baptist Church

TIM JON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 »CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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BY CHARLIE HOUSTON

Some issues spark countywide public out-
rage: Data centers and transmission lines are 
two of the rawest issues today. Other things 
trigger outrage among a smaller cohort of 
citizens. Two of these are the obscene pro-
posal for a $200+ million Western Loudoun 
Recreation Center, and the plan for turning 

the George Washington 
University campus on 
Route 7 into a data center 

site.
There are many—too many—problemat-

ic proposals that trigger intense anger, but 
for a smaller group of people. Examples 
include the R & D Baseball Academy, Chuck 
Kuhn’s scheme to ignore his own conserva-
tion easement and build an event center off 
Paxson Road, and Kuhn’s (again) sale of the 
Middleburg Training Track to the US Army 
for its ceremonial horses. 

Then there are problems that incite just 
a handful of people: Slack zoning enforce-
ment in general, a fancy restaurant on a too-
small site, plans for various breweries that 

would abut residences, and wedding venues 
that violate covenants against commercial 
activities. 

I could go on.

Eastern Loudoun
For the most part, this is terra incognita—

unknown territory—for me. I know enough 
about that part of the county to be aware of 
the George Washington contretemps and 
the widespread fury over data centers. There 
may be local issues in Eastern Loudoun 
about which I know zilch.

There may not be many such local issues 
there, according to someone I know. She 
speculates that many in the east have moved 
there for Loudoun’s schools, and when lit-
tle Dick and Jane graduate, the parents will 
decamp Loudoun for their old hometowns. 

As a result, for them Loudoun is just a 
short-term waystation, not really a home. 
If my friend is right, these people probably 
don’t care about land use issues, except 
maybe a data center or transmission line at 

Members of the Virginia State Senate:
When you establish a standard for anoth-

er person, you should be prepared to face it 
yourselves.

Senator Louise Lucas has now been indict-
ed. She is entitled to 
defend herself, challenge 
the government’s evi-

dence, and insist that an accusation is not a 
conviction. I defend those rights for her with-
out hesitation.

But I ask this chamber: Where was that 
conviction when you advanced SB 648 
against me and Purcellville?

The chickens have come home to roost. 
The consequence now confronting you is the 
demand that you explain your own standard.

Senator Russet Perry sponsored legisla-
tion whose suspension provision applied to 
officers of towns in Planning District 8 with 
populations between 8,000 and 10,000—a 
description that singled out Purcellville. 

The Virginia Association of Counties itself 
described those provisions as applying only 
to our town. Geographic language did not 
make the target disappear. It supplied the 
address. 

I was under indictment, awaiting trial, and 
already on administrative leave. No jury had 
heard my defense. No verdict had established 
my guilt.

Yet Richmond intervened.
The Senate accepted the Governor’s rec-

ommended amendments by a vote of 21 
to 18, and Governor Abigail Spanberger 
approved the legislation on April 22, 2026. 
Legislative power was brought to bear on a 
small town while the criminal proceedings 
remained unresolved. 

After that intervention, Purcellville 
stripped me of access to my salary. My fam-
ily experienced the consequences before I 

BY KEN FALKE

America’s greatest problem isn’t just debt, 
politics, or division. It’s our mindset. We for-
get too quickly, demand too much too fast, 
and convince ourselves that real crises won’t 

touch us. These aren’t 
harmless cultural quirks. 
They are dangerous 

weaknesses. Weaknesses that threaten our 
economy, our democracy, and our national 
security.

Short Memories
Americans have a habit of moving on too 

quickly. Wars, recessions, natural disasters: 
we react, we rage, and then we forget. By the 
time real reform becomes possible, the pub-
lic has already shifted to the next headline.

The 2008 financial crash is a perfect exam-
ple. Reckless gambling on Wall Street and 
weak regulation nearly collapsed the global 
economy. Politicians promised sweeping 
reform. Regulators vowed vigilance. Yet 

within a few years, risky behavior crept back 
into the markets. Outrage faded. Reform 
stalled. And the cycle quietly restarted.

This isn’t simple ignorance. It’s willful 
amnesia. A nation addicted to the 24-hour 
news cycle and fueled by social media out-
rage lacks the stamina for problems that 
require patience, focus, and follow-through. 
We respond to the explosion but lose inter-
est in the rebuild.

Impatience
That amnesia feeds another dangerous 

trait: impatience. We have become a culture 
of instant gratification. Food, entertainment, 
information and even outrage is available on 
demand.

But the hardest national challenges can-
not be solved overnight. National debt, 
Social Security, healthcare, immigration, 
infrastructure, and defense require long-
term planning, sacrifice, and discipline. 

 BY SUSAN KHALIL 

Purcellville’s water and sewer systems 
face the same challenge confronting many 
established communities—aging infra-
structure must be maintained and replaced 
while the town plans for future demand. 

But aging infrastructure is not the same 
thing as a system on the verge of failure.

A comprehensive 
water study prepared by 
Jacobs Engineering iden-

tified improvements to strengthen water 
quality, reliability and supply, including 
replacement of older water mains and 
additional finished-water storage.

Some of Purcellville’s oldest mains are 
cast iron, making them increasingly sus-
ceptible to corrosion and breaks. 

The town is prioritizing older lines for 
replacement through its multi-year Capital 

Improvement Program.
One of the most visible improvements 

is the new 500,000-gallon elevated water 
tank at Fields Farm. It increases storage 
and reserve capacity. The project also 
includes approximately 2,700 linear feet of 
new 12-inch water main.

The first phase of the WTP-to-Town 
Water Main Replacement project calls for 
approximately 5,000 linear feet of new 
12-inch ductile-iron water main. Togeth-
er, the projects represent nearly a mile and 
a half of new 12-inch water main and the 
new 500,000-gallon storage tank.

The town’s FY27 budget identifies sub-
stantial long-term water and wastewater 
capital needs. 

The Council also approved General Fund 
revenue, largely generated through the 

Who Cares? The Chickens Have Come Home 
to Roost: An Open Letter to the 
Virginia State Senate

The American Struggle(s) Purcellville’s Water and Sewer 
Systems are Not Falling Apart

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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afterbefore

LAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc

Veterans Land Rescue

Now is an optimum opportunity to get  
your projects for land clearing completed.

Enjoy land you already own  
as beautiful new space.

Our comprehensive land grooming operation will 
transform your overrun property into usable land. 

Schedule Your 
Clearing Now

www.veteransllc.us | 540-900-1888
veteranslandrescue@gmail.com

Forestry Mulching 
Land Clearing and Tree Services

Dear Editor:
In my two previous op-eds, I voiced my 

support for Suhas Subramanyam to repre-
sent our District 10 in Congress. I watched 
the two candidates debate at the Loudoun 

Chamber of Commerce on 
September 22 and studied 
each of their websites. 

We have a track record with Suhas, 
which I think is an important indicator of 
how he represents our district, and in that 
regard he has a strong record of good pol-
icy. 

He sponsored several bills with direct 
impact on our communities.   Two exam-
ples: 1) The Data Center Fair Share Act to 
establish regulatory standards for public 
utilities to recover the full incremental 
costs of supplying energy to large load 
customers; i.e. data centers, so that the 
rest of us don’t foot the bill. 2) The Data 
Center Siting Act to establish best practic-
es for siting these monster facilities. His 
prior record in the Virginia Assembly was 
similarly focused on our community. This 
focus should be key for all of us.

Moreover, he’s been a hard-working 
Congressman in his short time there with 
49 bills sponsored, several of which were 
inspired by constituent requests (he lis-
tens), and 405 bills that he co-sponsored.

In all honesty, I didn’t find much to dis-
agree with on Dave Beckwith’s website, 
because it’s also focused on our commu-
nity, but here we have no track record on 

whether he can be an effective legislator, 
and as a Republican, I am concerned that 
he would fall in line with the party in sup-
porting Donald Trump’s agenda, wherever 
that may lead, and that is where my con-
cern lies.

Representative Subramanyan has taken 
clear positions against Trump’s policy 
errors, such as the Iran war; excesses such 
as ICE overreach; and the willy-nilly tariff 
policies which resulted in higher inflation 
for all of us consumers.

In the debate, I thought Suhas took an 
objective look at Trump’s One Big Beau-
tiful / Ugly Bill (as you prefer) praising no 
tax on tips and lowering taxes on small 
business and families, while criticizing 
huge cuts to food assistance and Medicaid. 

Dave Beckwith spoke about putting 
more money back in people’s pockets and 
his website speaks of the spiraling nation-
al debt, but I heard no pushback on the 
costs of the Iran War’s $45B in military 
spending and an additional $220B impact 
to US households (per Moody’s Analyt-
ics)—a combined almost $2,000 per US 
household. 

As a career Air Force Colonel, Beckwith 
should also be concerned about the deple-
tion of our weapons stockpile—silence on 
that issue as well.

I continue in my support for Suhas Sub-
ramanyam.

Oscar N. (Mac) McNeil, Jr.
Waterford

I Continue My Support  
for Subramanyam

LETTER
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Professional artist Sue 
Kelleher gives classes in 
traditional oil techniques.

CLASSICAL 
OIL PAINTING 
CLASSES

703-728-8829

Classes held at the Kelleher 
Studio Gallery, Waterford,VA 

Bring out the inner artist within you!

All classes are relaxing, positive and simplified. 
Beginners/Advanced 

BY VALERIE CURY
Just 24 days before Purcellville’s Nov. 3 elec-

tion, State Sen. Russet Perry (D-31) warned 
constituents about the Town’s finances while 

promoting legislation she 
said would finally provide 
an independent financial 
accounting and a plan to 

address its challenges.
But her Oct. 10 newsletter omitted sig-

nificant findings from the Town’s financial 
record, including increasing reserves, declin-
ing debt, established repayment schedules 
and years of independent financial oversight.

Perry highlighted SB 648, legislation she 
sponsored requiring Purcellville to commis-
sion an independent financial study.

“Because of SB 648, Purcellville residents 
will finally get an independent accounting 
of where the town stands and a real plan to 
address these problems,” Perry wrote.

Yet Purcellville already undergoes annual 
independent financial audits, employs Dav-
enport & Company as its financial adviser, 
retains a utility-rate consultant and main-
tains multiyear capital improvement plans. 
The Town has also spent years restructuring 
debt, establishing repayment schedules and 
securing outside funding for infrastructure 
improvements.

Existing debt is scheduled for retirement in 
the General Fund in 2034, Parks and Recre-
ation in 2037, Water Treatment in 2038 and 
Wastewater Treatment in 2040.

Perry’s newsletter emphasized financial 
pressures identified by S&P Global Ratings. 
However, the same report documented sub-
stantial reserves, balanced General Fund 
operations before transfers and declining 
net direct debt—findings absent from her 
account.

On May 4, S&P lowered Purcellville’s gen-
eral obligation debt rating from AAA to AA+ 
and assigned a negative outlook, citing oper-
ating imbalances in the Water and Wastewa-
ter funds, increasing debt-service payments 
and anticipated infrastructure costs.

S&P cautioned that continued General 
Fund support for utility operations could 
place pressure on reserves if financial imbal-
ances persisted. The agency also described 
Purcellville’s reserve position as “exception-
al.” 

The downgrade occurred eight days before 
the Town Council adopted its FY2027 budget 
and utility rates. S&P’s assessment therefore 
preceded the Council’s final budget decisions.

On May 12, the Council approved a 
$31.78 million budget with a 16.5% water-
rate increase and a 14.5% wastewater-rate 
increase.

Mayor Chris Bertaut, Vice Mayor Ben Nett 
and Council Members Carol Luke and Susan 
Khalil voted in favor. Council Members Erin 
Rayner, Kevin Wright and Caleb Stought 
opposed the budget, having supported 
substantially higher utility-rate increases, 
including a water-rate increase of more than 
50% advocated by Wright.

S&P also identified several financial 
strengths supporting Purcellville’s AA+ rat-
ing:

“Despite operating stress, Purcellville’s 
legal revenue-raising ability, stable and 
appreciating tax base, balanced general fund 
operations before transfers, and exceptional 
reserve position support the ‘AA+’ rating.”

The agency’s analysis incorporated approx-
imately $63 million in anticipated borrowing 
for water and sewer improvements through 
FY2031, with another $15 million projected 
for subsequent years.

The combined $78 million represents 
anticipated future borrowing—not money 
the Town has already borrowed or debt it cur-
rently owes.

The figures came from Purcellville’s Cap-
ital Improvement Program, which identifies 
proposed projects, estimated costs and antic-
ipated funding needs. The program does not 
obligate the Town to undertake every project 
or borrow the amounts projected.

Projects can be prioritized, redesigned, 
delayed or supported through grants and 
other outside funding. Some improvements 
may be necessary or legally required, but 
their financing and schedules remain subject 
to evaluation.

According to S&P, available reserves 
increased from $10.17 million in 2023 to 
$11.50 million in 2025, a gain of $1.33 mil-
lion. 

During the same period, net direct debt 
declined from $51.84 million to $47.99 mil-
lion, a reduction of $3.85 million.

S&P questioned the Town’s reliance on 
General Fund resources to support utility 
operations. However, Davenport & Company 
has advised that meals-tax revenue may be 
transferred to utility funds when authorized 
by an adopted Town policy. Purcellville has 
such a policy.

The General Fund receives more than $3 

GOVERNMENT

Perry’s Election-Season 
Financial Warning Omits 
Key Facts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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By Valerie Cury
Robin Linn has worked on blockbust-

er movies, managed hundreds of creative 
professionals and helped build teams for 
some of the entertainment industry’s big-
gest names. These days, however, he’s just 
as happy tending his garden, working on his 

home and getting to know 
his neighbors in Hamil-
ton.

Now, the former Holly-
wood executive hopes to take on a new role 
as mayor of Hamilton.

For Linn, the journey from Hollywood to 
Hamilton has been anything but conven-
tional.

He grew up in Orange County, Cali-
fornia, the youngest of five children in a 
working-class family with deep ties to law 
enforcement. His father was a police offi-
cer, as were other family members. Their 
home stood in the shadow of Disneyland, 
where Linn spent countless childhood 
hours exploring attractions, particularly the 
Haunted Mansion.

Those experiences, along with classic tele-
vision cartoons, sparked an early fascination 
with art and storytelling. Sculpting became 
one of his creative passions, although he had 

little reason to imagine it 
would someday become 
his career.

Linn began working at 
about age 12, taking jobs 
after school and on week-
ends. College wasn’t finan-
cially possible. When he 
turned 18, his parents gave 
him a set of luggage, and 
he set out to make his own 
way.

He worked as a grocery 
bagger, window dresser, 
bouncer and bank manag-
er. Money was often scarce, 
and he sometimes survived on breakfast 
cereal because it was inexpensive and could 
stretch across several meals.

Yet he continued sculpting whenever he 
could, and work eventually caught the atten-
tion of an executive at Hanna-Barbera, the 
animation studio responsible for some of 
television’s most beloved cartoon charac-
ters.

That opportunity led to Sony Pictures, 
where Linn worked on productions includ-
ing Spider-Man, Harry Potter, Stuart Little 
and Starship Troopers. His responsibilities 

expanded from creating sculptures for ani-
mators to managing multimillion-dollar 
budgets and leading teams of hundreds.

Later, his career took him to major enter-
tainment and gaming companies, including 
Netflix, Riot Games and Activision, where he 
worked in leadership and recruitment.

Those experiences taught him that suc-
cessful organizations depend on more than 
talent. They require communication, col-
laboration, accountability and the ability 
to bring people with different perspectives 
together.

Linn became a speaker at art schools 
around the world and taught classes at 
Loyola Marymount University in Los Ange-
les.

Yet after decades in an industry known 
for spectacle, deadlines and constant rein-
vention, Linn found himself drawn to some-
thing quieter.

Hamilton.
He had long dreamed of living in a small 

town. When retirement offered the opportu-
nity several years ago, he embraced it whole-
heartedly.

The man who once spent his spare time 
rebuilding Mustangs, riding quads, steering 
boats and constructing decks now pours 
much of that energy into his home and gar-
den.

Gardening, he discovered, offered some-
thing beyond the satisfaction of growing 
things. It brought him outdoors, introduced 
him to neighbors and deepened his appreci-
ation for the community around him.

He began to see parallels between tending 
a garden and caring for a town. Both require 
patience, thoughtful planning and an under-
standing that what is nurtured today will 
shape what grows tomorrow.

That philosophy now informs his candi-
dacy for mayor.

Having served as a commissioner and 
Town Council member, Linn wants to build 
on the work of previous town leaders while 

addressing the practical challenges of main-
taining a small community.

Traffic safety is among his priorities.
For years, Hamilton residents and offi-

cials have sought solutions to speeding and 
traffic along the town’s main thoroughfare. 
Linn points to recent progress in securing 
attention and funding through cooperation 
among residents and local, county and state 
leaders.

He hopes to build on that momentum 
toward safer streets while strengthening the 
sense of community that makes Hamilton 
special.

He wants to encourage more community 
gatherings that bring neighbors of different 
generations together and celebrate Hamil-
ton’s distinctive history. 

“Connecting and celebrating in person 
together is not old-fashioned, it’s the best 
solution to establishing trust and coopera-
tion,” said Linn.

Historical home tours, garden walks and 
other events could become regular tradi-
tions, connecting long-term residents with 
newcomers and introducing visitors to the 
town’s character.

He has already helped get things started 
with a Labor Day picnic.

His invitation is simple: “Let’s make 
memories without screens!”

Linn also sees opportunities to strength-
en Hamilton’s small-business community 
without compromising the qualities that 
make the town appealing.

He points to Hamilton Mercantile, Dough 
Baby! and Serendipity Spa, along with Aber-
nethy & Spencer in nearby Lincoln, where 
he works several days a week, as examples of 
the entrepreneurial spirit that contributes to 
western Loudoun’s character.

He envisions closer cooperation between 
town leadership and local businesses, 
encouraging compatible enterprises and 
creating opportunities for residents and vis-
itors to enjoy Hamilton.

He even suggests exploring a Hamilton 
Chamber of Commerce.

For Linn, the objective is not growth for 
its own sake, but economic vitality at a scale 
appropriate for the town.

Water and sewer infrastructure also figure 
prominently in his priorities.

A self-described do-it-yourself, This Old 
House kind of guy, Linn understands the 
importance of maintaining what already 
exists. He favors practical, financially 
responsible solutions that anticipate future 
needs rather than simply responding to 
problems as they arise.

His experience managing budgets and 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Robin Linn Brings a Creative Vision to Hamilton’s Future

We won’t leave you powerless.

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service 
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

Write-in
ROBIN

LINN

FOR MAYOR

Binx

Ziggy

Robin

10	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 NOVEMBER 2026



Colon cancer
is the #1

cancer killer

SCHEDULE YOUR LIFE-SAVING
SCREENING COLONOSCOPY TODAY

540-441-4900
WinchesterGastro.com

in adult patients
younger than 50.

Asbury Lloyd Jr. was born in Philomont, 
Virginia, on August 30, 1928, to Louvenia 
Moore Lloyd and Asbury Lloyd Sr. He was 
the second of ten children. 
On Tuesday, October 13, 
2026, the Lord called him 
home.

He attended Banneker 
School in St. Louis, Virginia. 
On June 14, 1952, he married 
Sarah Jane Brooks. Short-
ly after getting married, he 
was drafted into the Army 
to serve as a soldier in the 
Korean War. He served for 
two years, during which he 
received the Bronze Star and departed the 
military with honors.

He was a lover of sports. He was a pitch-
er for the Middleburg Braves, an all-African 
American minor league baseball team. He 
played the game for many years until back 
problems forced him to stop. He turned 
to bowling at that time, playing on many 
teams and earning countless trophies. 
During this time, he coached little league 
baseball teams, girls’ softball and men’s 
baseball teams. His favorite sports teams 
were the Washington Commanders and the 
Washington Nationals.

Asbury was very active in the church. For 
many years, he served as the chairman of 
the deacon board at Mount Olive Baptist 
Church in Lincoln, Virginia, until he had to 
step down due to his declining health.

In September 2016, Asbury traveled to 
South Korea, accompanied by his daughter, 
Regina Lloyd Banks, to be honored by the 
South Korean government. While there, he 
was given the Ambassador for Peace medal. 
In 2025, Asbury was honored at the Kore-
an War Commemoration Remembrance on 
Capitol Hill and given a second Ambassador 
for Peace medal.

The Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors passed a resolution on February 18, 
2026, to recognize Asbury as a communi-

ty member who, against all 
odds, stood against injustice, 
served the nation and played 
and coached the game of 
baseball. A plaque honoring 
him as a star pitcher, base-
ball player and coach is to be 
placed at Mickie Gordon Park 
in Middleburg, Virginia.

Asbury leaves to cher-
ish his memory his devoted 
daughters, Deborah Lloyd 
Morton of Manassas, VA; 

Regina Lloyd Banks (Kelly) of Leesburg, 
VA; Amanda Lloyd Ellis of Sterling, VA; a 
special nephew who was raised as a son, 
William Lloyd (Paula) of Stephens City, VA; 
also raised as a son, Derrick Evans of Gulf-
port, MS; fourteen grandchildren; a host of 
great-grandchildren and great-great-grand-
children; two sisters, Gloria Corum of 
Manassas, VA, and Rose Lee Lloyd of Cul-
peper, VA; and godson Jeffrey Hall (Arleen) 
of Manassas, VA.

Asbury was preceded in death by his 
devoted wife, Sarah Brooks Lloyd; daughter, 
Wanda Lloyd Hill; son-in-law, David Mor-
ton; two sisters, Ida Mae Lloyd and Alvernia 
Tracy; and five brothers, Bruce Lloyd, Mel-
vin Lloyd, Randolph Lloyd, Theodore Lloyd 
and Willard Lloyd.

He also leaves to cherish his memory 
many nieces, nephews, other family mem-
bers and friends.

Asbury Lloyd Jr. was more than a deco-
rated veteran, gifted athlete and devoted 
community leader. He was a cherished part 
of Loudoun County’s history, and his leg-
acy will live on through the generations 
he inspired and the community he helped 
shape.

Remembering Asbury Lloyd Jr.

Joseph Nicholas LaFian-
dra died recently in the 
loving embrace of his wife 
of 65 years, Johanna, and 
his children. He was 89.

The family will see visi-
tors at their home from 2 to 
4 pm on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3. A Funeral Mass will 
be held on Wednesday, 
November 4, at noon at 

St. Francis de Sales Catholic 
Church in Purcellville, Virginia. 
A graveside service will be held 
immediately after the Mass at 
the Hillsboro Cemetery, located 
at the intersection of Charles 
Town Pike (State Highway 9) 
and Hillsboro Road (State Road 
690) on the eastern end of the 
Town of Hillsboro. A reception 
will follow.

Remembering  
Joseph Nicholas LaFiandra
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Virginia Gov. Abigail Spanberger is calling for a six-
year freeze on residential electricity base rates and larger 
monthly customer credits as conditions for approving 
the proposed $67 billion merger between NextEra Energy 
and Dominion Energy.

In testimony filed with the State Corporation Commis-
sion, Spanberger urged regulators to reject the merger 

unless the companies agree to enforce-
able commitments protecting cus-
tomers, utility workers and Virginia’s 

long-term energy needs.
Under her proposal, monthly customer credits would 

triple to $29 for four years, providing households with 
$1,392 in total credits over that period.

The proposed six-year freeze would apply to base elec-
tricity rates, not necessarily every charge on a customer’s 
bill. Base rates cover certain utility operating and infra-
structure costs, while other charges can fluctuate.

“Any proposed merger involving Virginia’s primary 
state-regulated utility must benefit families, small busi-
nesses, and Virginia’s workforce—not just the share-
holders of these multi-billion-dollar corporations,” said 
Spanberger.

A central issue in the Governor’s filing is how the 
costs of Virginia’s expanding electricity infrastructure 
are divided among residential customers, businesses and 
large energy users.

The issue is particularly relevant in Loudoun County, 
home to one of the nation’s largest concentrations of 
data centers. These facilities require substantial amounts 
of electricity, raising questions about who should pay for 
the additional generation and infrastructure needed to 
serve them.

Spanberger is seeking structural changes intended to 
ensure that large data centers bear the costs associated 
with their electricity demands rather than shifting those 
expenses to residential customers.

Her proposal calls for establishing a separate Virgin-
ia-based company to develop zero-carbon electricity 
generation for large data centers. The company would 
be financially separated from other utility customers to 
limit their exposure to those costs.

The filing also recommends changing how certain 
electricity costs are allocated among customer groups, 
including a proposal that could reduce the residential 
share of those costs by 25%.

Other proposed protections would expand restrictions 
on electricity disconnections for households with infants, 
residents with serious medical conditions and customers 
experiencing financial hardship. Additional protections 
would apply during periods of poor air quality.

The Governor is also seeking expanded energy-effi-
ciency programs, incentives for electric vehicles and heat 
pumps, and removal of the state’s cap on rooftop solar 
net metering, which allows participating customers to 
receive credits for electricity they send to the grid.

The proposal includes changes to Dominion’s financ-
ing structure intended to reduce the company’s overall 
cost of capital and, ultimately, costs borne by customers.

The Governor is also seeking binding commitments to 
protect Virginia utility jobs, with enforcement provisions 
allowing regulators to hold the companies accountable if 
those promises are violated.

Chief Energy Officer Josephus Allmond said the com-
panies have not yet demonstrated that the merger meets 
Virginia’s legal standards for protecting customers.

BY VALERIE CURY

Purcellville Vice Mayor Carl “Ben” 
Nett has rejected a plea agreement 
offered by Special Prosecutor Eric Olsen 
that would dismiss all six felony charges 
against Nett and two against Town 
Manager Kwasi Fraser in exchange for 
Nett pleading guilty to a misdemeanor 
offense with which he has never been 
charged, resigning from Town Council 
and agreeing not to hold public office in 
Loudoun County for one year.

The offer made Oct. 1 through Nett’s 
attorney, Ryan Campbell, came less 
than four weeks before Nett’s sched-
uled Oct. 26 trial on four felony com-
puter-trespass charges.

Nett’s trial is now scheduled for Dec. 
7 and will address both the four felony 

computer-trespass charges and the 
separate fraud and conspiracy charges 
stemming from allegations of bid rig-
ging.

Under the proposed agreement, Nett 
would be required to plead guilty to a 
misdemeanor violation of Virginia’s 
State and Local Government Conflict of 
Interests Act. In exchange, prosecutors 
would dismiss all eight felony charges 
against him and Fraser.

The agreement would impose no 
active jail time, conditioned upon one 
year of good behavior, and require Nett 
to relinquish his elected position.

“I will not plead guilty to a crime I did 
not commit, and which I have not been 
charged with, in order to make six felo-
ny charges that I have been framed with 

magically go away,” Nett said.
Nett questioned why prosecutors 

would offer to dismiss eight felony 
charges against two defendants in 
exchange for a misdemeanor guilty 
plea and his resignation from public 
office. 

He contends that the proposed 
agreement reinforces his longstanding 
belief that the prosecution is politically 
motivated.

Olsen, the Stafford County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney, was appointed 
special prosecutor following a recom-
mendation from Loudoun County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Bob Anderson.

On July 23, 2025, a special grand jury 
indicted Nett on four felony counts of 
computer trespass stemming from alle-
gations that he improperly accessed the 
Virginia Criminal Information Network.

In a separate case, Nett and Fraser 
were each indicted on one felony count 

BY VALERIE CURY

Loudoun County has clarified that County Adminis-
trator Tim Hemstreet, not Purcellville Town Manager 
Kwasi Fraser, presented the possibility of purchasing 

the Town’s ownership interest in the 
Purcellville Library during discus-
sions about additional financial sup-

port for the Town.
The clarification follows an article published by 

Loudoun Now titled “Purcellville Ends Talks with Coun-
ty Over Library Sale,” which Fraser challenged for inac-
curately portraying his role in the discussions.

Fraser, who is currently on leave as Town Manager, 
had approached the County in 2025 about ways it might 
provide additional financial assistance to Purcellville.

In an Oct. 22 email to Fraser, Loudoun Now report-
er Hanna Bloom said she had contacted the County 
regarding his concerns. Bloom reported that County 
Public Affairs and Communications Officer Glen Barbo-
ur explained that Hemstreet presented the library sale 
as one of several options in response to Fraser’s inquiry.

“There is an important distinction between asking 
about ways the County could provide additional finan-
cial support to the Town and initiating a proposal to 
sell the Town’s interest in the library,” Fraser wrote to 
Bloom.

“The County’s response now describes Mr. Hemstreet 
as presenting the library sale as an option. That is con-
sistent with my central point: Mr. Hemstreet raised the 
proposed purchase with me.”

According to Fraser, Hemstreet also conveyed the 
County’s interest in converting the library into a satel-
lite office for County administrative staff and discussed 
plans to sell two former group home properties in Pur-
cellville.

Fraser subsequently informed the Town Council of 
the property discussions through his weekly manage-
ment update.

In his July 18, 2025, update, under the heading “Coun-
ty Property Coordination—Advancing Redevelopment 
and Revenue Opportunities,” Fraser reported that the 
County planned to sell two vacant, tax-exempt former 
group homes at 161 W. Main Street and 220 W. Main 
Street, with listed values of $650,000 and $600,000, 
respectively.

The update also reported that an updated appraisal 
of the Purcellville Library was underway, with results 
expected in August 2025, to help guide the Town’s 
decision regarding a potential transfer of its ownership 
interest.

Possible future uses of the 27-acre Fields Farm Park 
property were also addressed.

The July 18 management update, publicly available 
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Spanberger Calls for Six-Year Electricity 
Rate Freeze in $67 Billion Utility Merger

Nett Rejects Plea Deal for Crime  
He Was Never Charged With
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Who Proposed 
Sale of Purcellville 
Library Interest
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The season of giving thanks is upon us, and we would like to thank our amazing store team  
for going the extra mile every day to serve you. Thank you to Claire, Nick, Jacob,  

Nichole, Sydney, Emily, Peter, Margaret, Camden, Drew, Logan, and Colin!

Also, many thanks to you, our neighbors, for your support throughout this year. Happy Thanksgiving!

Locally Owned and 
Operated

1 Hour Curbside 
Pickup

Self-Service 
Pet Wash 

Full-Service 
Grooming

120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6   |   540.299.7959  

Delivery

Randall Announces Agreement with Amazon  
to Abandon GW Campus Data Center 
BY VALERIE CURY

Loudoun County Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis 
Randall (D-At Large) announced Oct. 20 that Amazon 
has agreed to abandon plans to construct four data cen-
ter buildings on the former George Washington Uni-
versity Science and Technology Campus in Ashburn, 
replacing the proposal with a mixed-use development 
that would include housing and new public facilities.

Under the agreement, called “Project Potomac Prom-
ise,” Amazon will dedicate approximately 25 acres of the 
122-acre property to Loudoun County for a community 
arts center and indoor sports facility. The land has an 
estimated fair-market value of $65 million.

Amazon also agreed to contribute $5 million to the 
county’s Housing Fund, withdraw its data center site 
plan application and pursue rezoning the remaining 
property for mixed-use development, with an emphasis 
on attainable and market-rate housing.

However, at the Board’s Oct. 6 meeting, Loudoun 
County Zoning Administrator Theresa Miller explained 
that data centers were not permitted as a principal use 
under the property’s applicable 1972 zoning ordinance 
and that Amazon could not develop them by right. Mill-
er had reached that conclusion in a July 2026 advisory 
opinion, months before the agreement was announced.

County Attorney Leo Rogers agreed that the pro-
posed development would require Board of Supervisors 
approval, including public hearings and a Board vote 
before proceeding.

Supervisor Juli Briskman (D-Algonkian), whose dis-
trict includes the campus, welcomed the announcement 
Oct. 21. Briskman had raised concerns about data center 
development on the property and advanced an initiative 
in April to examine its potential impacts. 

The resulting review, presented to the Board in 
October, identified restrictions affecting the proposal, 
including a covenant limiting approximately 50 acres of 
the campus to higher education uses.

“From the beginning, I have maintained that the GW 
campus is not an appropriate place for data centers, par-
ticularly given its proximity to residential communities, 
Bles Park, and the Potomac River,” Briskman said.

Briskman also spearheaded an effort to bring proper-
ties in the Route 28 Tax District under Loudoun’s 2023 
Zoning Ordinance, which would require public hearings 
and a Board vote for new data center proposals once the 
district’s outstanding financial obligations are fulfilled 
in December.

Dozens of residents attended a September town 
hall hosted by Briskman, raising concerns about the 

proposed data centers and associated electrical infra-
structure, including substations and high-voltage power 
lines near their homes.

Briskman credited residents and students who 
opposed the development. “The advocacy and public 
pressure from our community made all the difference,” 
she said.

Amazon maintained a different interpretation of the 
property’s development rights. “While we see the prop-
erty’s legal development potential differently than the 
County does, we concluded that the best outcome for all 
is to come together on a shared vision for this campus 
rather than engage in costly litigation,” said Amazon 
Vice President Josh Weissman.

Amazon purchased the campus from George Wash-
ington University earlier this year. The university retains 
the option to continue operating on the property for up 
to five years.

Randall described the agreement as an example of 
what can be accomplished through cooperation between 
the county and private developers.

The proposed mixed-use development will require 
rezoning approval by the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors, with opportunities for public participation 
as the plans move forward.
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Well, stress no more. 
I make Medicare sign-up and 
annual review EASY. And, my 
service is FREE. I guide you 
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LUCKETTS EXCAVATING INC

703-443-0039  |  LuckettsExcavating.com

+  Pond Installation & Repair
+  Gravel Driveways & Roads
+  Basement Excavation

+  Land Clearing & Grading
+  Equestrian Riding Arenas
+  Pad Sites & Lot Clean Up

Lucketts Excavating, Inc. repaired, revived, and 
enlarged this picturesque lake and island along with  
installation of a custom wooden pavilion and dock.

Authentic Thai Food 
Simply Delicious

540-338-5859540-338-5859

101 South Maple Avenue 
Unit E, Purcellville
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Email advertise@blueridgeleader.com 
for advertising information.SHOP LOCAL

On The Market… with Sam
See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®
Phone: 703-408-4261

onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Middleburg Real Estate
Call Marcy for your 
Real Estate needs

Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WV

540-533-7453
www.MarcyC.com  •  MarcyC@MarcyC.com

Facebook@MarcyCantatore  •  Instagram@MarcyCSells

Atoka Properties 113 N 21st St, Purcellville, VA 20132

Full-Time, Local 
Experience since 1993

Purcellville 
Electric LLC

540-338-2424  
www.PurcellvilleElectric.com

Over 40 Years of Experience
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RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund

Purcellville, VA 

nikki@englundinsurance.com 

540-338-1130

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund

Purcellville, VA 

nikki@englundinsurance.com 

540-338-1130

Hours by 
appointment  
or by chance

194 N 21st St., Purcellville
(540) 338-6338

Thoughtfully 
DesignedKitchens

From Cabinets  
& Countertops  
to Decorative 
Hardware…

Preventative 
HOME MAINTENANCE

aegisdmv.com  (540) 227-0315 

•	 HVAC/Fridge	Filter	Change
•	 Dryer	Vent	
Cleaning

•	 Water	Heater	Flushing
•	 Smoke/CO	
Detector	Checks

•	 And	More

We sweat the small stuff so it doesn’t become big stuff.

info@aegisdmv.com

Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

When you get tired 
of eating turkey, 

come have a burger!

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling 540-287-1970 

• Solar Kiln 
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

MILLING  
TO YOUR 
SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

“WE WORK WOOD”

any 
job

$300 minimum
Stumps not included

Expires 11/20/25

10off 
%

Expires 11/30/26

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

NOVEMBER 2026	  BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 15



BY VALERIE CURY

Some visitors come to Loudoun County 
for the scenery. Others come for the winer-
ies, breweries and mountain views. But on 
Saturday, Oct. 24, more than 1,000 rather 
unusual visitors arrived from North Caroli-
na, and every one of them had an appetite.

They were carnivorous plants, and they 
found a welcoming home at Bear Chase 

Brewing Company in 
Bluemont during a 
delightfully peculiar Hal-

loween weekend event.
Plant enthusiast and educator Kenny 

Coogan brought his fascinating collec-
tion of greenery that doesn’t always wait 
patiently for its dinner. The unusual gath-
ering brought a touch of botanical intrigue 
to Halloween weekend, introducing visitors 
to some of nature’s most fascinating plants.

Forget ordinary houseplants. These 
botanical oddities have developed remark-
able ways of attracting, trapping and digest-
ing insects, making them some of nature’s 
most ingenious little predators.

And despite their rather sinister reputa-
tion, they’re surprisingly charming.

Coogan traveled from North Caroli-
na with more than 1,000 plants, focusing 
on varieties suitable for growing indoors 
during the cooler months. His collection 
included tropical pitcher plants, sundews, 
butterworts and the ever-popular Venus 
flytraps.

Venus flytraps are the drama queens of 
the plant world, snapping their traps shut 
when unsuspecting insects trigger their 
sensitive hairs. Sundews take a sneakier 
approach, sparkling with sticky droplets 
that resemble morning dew but serve as an 
irresistible trap.

Butterworts look innocent enough, with 
their delicate leaves and sometimes lovely 
flowers. But those leaves conceal a sticky 
surprise for tiny insects.

And tropical pitcher plants? They dan-
gle elegant, colorful pitchers that double as 
sophisticated insect traps. Some were avail-
able in hanging baskets, perfect for adding a 
little botanical intrigue to a sunny window.

But Coogan didn’t simply bring plants to 
sell. He brought an opportunity to learn.

On Friday, Oct. 23, he visited Woodgrove 
High School to introduce students to these 
extraordinary plants and their unusual 
adaptations. 

“At Woodgrove High School, I had the 
opportunity to teach approximately 150 
students about carnivorous plant evolution, 

ecology, and conservation. The students 
were incredibly engaged throughout the 
presentation and asked some fantastic 
questions afterward,” said Coogan.

The following day at Bear Chase, Coo-
gan shared his knowledge. “Seeing so much 
curiosity and excitement about plants and 
science, from teenagers to adults, made 
the trip worthwhile.  My hope is that both 
experiences inspire people to become more 
curious about the natural world and the 
importance of conserving it,” he said.

For anyone worried about taking home a 
plant with unusual dining habits, there was 
reassurance. Every purchase came with a 
care sheet explaining how to keep the new 
arrival happy and healthy.

The event offered plant enthusiasts, curi-
ous families and newcomers an opportunity 
to discover a side of nature that is as fasci-
nating as it is unexpected.

And perhaps the greatest surprise was 
discovering that some of the most inter-
esting houseplants are the ones that catch 
their own dinner.

Plants With An Appetite Delight Visitors in Bluemont

For 20 years, the ovens have been hot, 
the tables have been filled and generations 
of families have gathered over pizza at Fire 
Works Pizza in Leesburg.

On Oct. 1, the popular restaurant cele-
brated two decades in business with a rib-
bon cutting at its longtime home at 201 
Harrison Street SE in Market Station.

For many customers, 
Fire Works has become 
more than a place to grab 

a pizza. Children who first came through 
its doors with their parents have grown up 
alongside the restaurant, and two decades 
later, some are old enough to return with 
families of their own.

That seems fitting for a restaurant 
whose own story is very much about family 
and community.

Fire Works is part of the Tuskie’s Hospi-
tality Group, which grew from Tuscarora 
Mill Restaurant, the Leesburg institution 
opened by the late Kevin Malone in 1985. 
The family’s hospitality businesses today 
include Tuscarora Mill and South Street 
Under in Leesburg, Magnolias at the Mill 
in Purcellville and Birkby House, a historic 
Leesburg wedding and events venue, and 
the soon-to-open Maggie’s Corner Cafe 

in Purcellville at the Shoppes at Main & 
Maple.

The Malone family is also preparing 
another chapter in downtown Leesburg. 
Evan and Meaghan Malone and Evan’s 
mother, Kathleen, purchased the long-
time Downtown Saloon property at 5 and 
7 N. King Street and are 
transforming it into a 
traditional Irish pub—a 
dream Evan shared 
with his late father.

Long before din-
ers gathered there for 
wood-fired pizza and 
craft beer, the build-
ing was a freight depot 
that served commerce 
along the Washing-
ton and Old Dominion 
Railroad for nearly 60 
years. After the rail line 
was abandoned, the depot was moved to 
Market Station in 1984 and became home 
to Fire Works Pizza in 2006.

Since then, Fire Works has developed a 
personality all its own.

The restaurant is known for its wood-
fired pizzas, with an extensive beer 

selection and a menu that has evolved to 
accommodate food allergies, sensitivities 
and different dietary preferences. It has 
also developed a particularly enthusiastic 
following among another group of cus-
tomers— dogs.

Friendly, well-behaved pups are welcome 
on the patio, and Fire Works has embraced 
them with its Food for Fido menu, Pups on 
the Patio contest and logoed dog bowls.

“We are very proud of all we have created 
and the community that has embraced it 
all,” General Manager Jennifer Miller said.

That relationship with the communi-
ty was tested during the pandemic, when 
restaurants suddenly had to figure out 
how to survive without operating as they 
always had.

Fire Works’ customers responded in a 
way Miller hasn’t forgotten.

“Our guests kept coming out despite not 
being open inside,” she said. “There were 
pizza parties in the parking lot and lots of 
love for our hardworking staff as we rein-
vented how to run a restaurant.”

The restaurant made it through those 
difficult months and kept serving the com-
munity, earning recognition over the years 
for categories including “Best Pizza” and 
“Family Dining.”

Twenty years after the first pizzas came 
out of the oven, Fire Works remains tucked 
into historic Market Station, steps from 
downtown Leesburg and next door to the 
restaurant from which the Malone family’s 
hospitality story grew.

Miller said she enjoys being close to 
downtown and being part of Leesburg’s 
growth and looks forward to what comes 
next.

And perhaps that is what makes a 20th 
anniversary worth celebrating. Restau-
rants come and go. The special ones 
become part of people’s lives—the place 
for a family dinner, a first date, pizza with 
the kids, a beer with friends or, during one 
extraordinary period, a pizza party in the 
parking lot.

Twenty years later, Fire Works Pizza is 
still making pizza—from the Smokey Blue, 
layered with Gorgonzola, bacon, roasted 
onions, rosemary and a balsamic glaze, to 
the Sweet Heat, with pepperoni, chorizo, 
jalapenos and a drizzle of honey.

It has also made a lot of memories.

Fire Works Pizza Marks  
20 Years in Leesburg

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
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BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

The Loudoun County Board of Supervisors 
voted Oct. 6 to indefinitely table a proposal 
for an independent audit of data center proj-
ects moving through the county’s approval 
process, leaving unresolved a contentious 
debate over grandfathering rules, public 
transparency and the county’s oversight of 

the industry.
The 7-2 vote set aside 

a motion by Supervisor 
Laura TeKrony (D-Little River) that would 
have authorized up to $200,000 for an inde-
pendent third party to review data center 
applications that have not received building 
permits. Supervisors Juli Briskman (D-Al-
gonkian) and TeKrony opposed tabling the 
measure.

The proposal followed an earlier effort to 
end the grandfathering provisions adopted 
in March 2025, which allow qualifying data 
center applications to proceed under the 
zoning rules that existed before the county 
tightened its standards. 

After the county attorney warned that elim-
inating those protections could trigger costly 
litigation, the focus shifted toward reviewing 
whether projects had properly maintained 
their grandfathered or vested rights.

Supporters of the audit said residents 
deserved an independent assessment of 
the county’s handling of those applications. 
Opponents argued that county staff already 
scrutinize the projects, an outside reviewer 
would have limited authority to obtain infor-
mation from applicants, and the proposed 
expenditure would do little to address resi-
dents’ concerns.

The discussion followed a September 
board meeting at which supervisors sought 
information about ending the grandfather-
ing resolution. A proposal from TeKrony 
and Briskman called for staff to prepare a 
resolution to terminate the grandfathering 
provisions. 

Board Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At Large) 
instead moved to have the county attorney 
prepare a legal memorandum and direct staff 
to provide an inventory of the remaining 
administrative applications, including their 
locations, status, square footage and number 
of buildings. That motion passed 9-0.

Betsy Smith, director of the Department 
of Building and Development, presented the 
inventory Oct. 6.

Smith said 15 applications remained 
under review, representing 30 buildings 
and approximately 10.5 million square 

feet of data center space. Four applications 
involving 10 buildings and about 1.8 million 
square feet had lost their grandfathered sta-
tus because of problems meeting the reso-
lution’s due-diligence requirements. One 
additional application, involving a single 
building of about 100,000 square feet, might 
be revised to comply with the required set-
back from existing homes.

Under the resolution, qualifying applica-
tions had to be accepted for review by Feb. 
12, 2025, and meet other conditions, includ-
ing being permitted by right under the pre-
vious zoning rules, maintaining a setback of 
more than 500 feet from existing residential 
structures and diligently pursuing approvals. 

Smith explained that site plan review is an 
administrative process designed to confirm 
compliance with applicable regulations and 
prior legislative decisions. 

Staff also outlined the potential financial 
consequences of ending grandfathering. 
The county estimated that litigation could 
cost approximately $1 million per case, with 
potential damages and legal fees reaching 
$45 to $60 million.

County Administrator Tim Hemstreet said 
investors would want to see a cooperative 
relationship between Loudoun and the data 

center industry, although he acknowledged 
that supervisors have the right to determine 
where new development should occur.

What matters, Hemstreet said, is whether 
the board approaches the issue in a “consid-
ered and measured and deliberate manner.”

Supervisor Michael Turner (D-Ashburn) 
said he opposed changing grandfather-
ing protections after the board had already 
debated the issue and publicly established 
the rules.

“Going back and telling businesses, these 
are the rules, allowing the businesses to 
make million dollar decisions based on those 
rules, and then subsequent, going back and 
saying, ‘OK, now we’re changing the rules,’ to 
me, is just unethical,” Turner said.

He added: “We set the rules, businesses 
made decisions based on those rules. We live 
by the rules.”

Turner said he wanted to protect residents 
without jeopardizing the county’s finances 
or forcing cuts to services.

“I’m not raising taxes. And I’m not cutting 
services,” he said.

He argued that Loudoun needed to find 
a middle ground that protected neighbor-
hoods and property values while avoiding 

Supervisors Table Data Center Audit As Pause Faces Delays

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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defeat in a surprise pre-dawn skirmish at the local Baptist Church, 
in the Village of Waterford—initiated by superior Confederate forc-
es. 

And this very house of worship is the center piece of today’s 
adventure; the Church sits just across the street from where we 
enacted the dramatic story, and we noted, at that time, the effects of 
ballistic damage—and subsequent repairs—on the outer brick wall 
of the structure. 

Time to introduce some of the memorable players in our tale: my 
dear friend Meredith Bean McMath penned the original script about 
some young ladies from Waterford who—in the midst of those days 
of civil strife—wrote and published a local, pro-Union newspaper; 
another lifelong friend, retired ‘Bird-Dog’ and fighter pilot Stokes 
Tomlin, played the father of some or all of these young ladies. 

One of my favorite theatre buddies, Ellis Keitt—a Force of 
Nature—more than embodied (don’t ask!) the arch nemesis in the 
story—a renegade Confederate officer with a penchant for cruelty; 
my beloved sidekick in the show was played by the late, truly great 
Craig Snyder (also appearing prominently in our earlier Waterford 
story)—an unforgettable friend and actor who gave life to an unfor-
gettable character, and left us with an unforgettable human being. 

And the Waterford girls who wrote and published the Waterford 
News? Well, I thought you’d never ask: a miss Abby Seymour played 
one of the young gals, and I’ll always cherish our scene together—
in which she would calmly wrap me around her finger, then slowly 
chew me to bits. Wouldn’t have missed that for the world. 

Her colleague (and real-life high school chum, I believe) Danica 
Reisberg left her mark on my memory as one standing not only for 
beauty, but for truth, and later turned in one of the feistiest perfor-
mances I’ve yet seen as Shakespeare’s Beatrice in Much Ado About 
Nothing. 

But that’s another story. I warned you that my memory would 
unravel in attempting anything like a cast list of the show. I loved 
the Waterford News and Civil War soldier experience and I loved 
the people. 

So, now, on a much more recent morning, standing on the Water-
ford Baptist Church lawn, surveying the ground where our theatre 
building once stood across the street, and replaying some of the 
moments in my head and beneath my ribcage, I sorely missed those 
times, those people and those shared rituals. I could understand the 
temptation to try to step into the past. And stay there. 

But, I felt an even stronger sense of gratitude for having experi-
enced those days and nights, with those individuals in those assem-
blies with today’s perspectives. I felt much richer for my ability to 
feel, again, the optimism of working on a wonderfully creative proj-
ect, in that long-ago spring, in that long-gone theatre space, in the 
historic Village of Waterford, Virginia—settled in the 1700’s. 

This is the reason for my stopping at the local Baptist Church, 
and surveying its grounds, and standing for an unspecified period of 
time in that spot, staring at nothing in particular across the street. I 
think my vision may have temporarily blurred. 

I believe I was waiting to find someone to thank. See if you can 
find them, will you? 

The Cost of a “Résumé-Building” Childhood
When achievement becomes the family’s sole nar-

rative, children learn that rest must be earned and 
downtime is wasted. Certainly, academic ambition 
and discipline are valuable, but childhood is not a 
résumé-building contest. A twelve-year-old does not 
need a five-year corporate trajectory; they need to 
learn how to navigate disappointment, make friends, 
and regulate their emotions.

Unstructured play and social connection are not 
frivolous distractions. They are the primary vehicles 
through which children develop emotional intelli-
gence (EQ), including frustration tolerance, empathy, 
and interpersonal problem-solving.

In my practice, I often see brilliant adolescents gain 
admission to prestigious universities, only to unravel 
upon arrival. They are academically elite but socially 
and emotionally unprepared. They struggle to man-
age roommate conflicts, recover from a poor grade, or 
make independent decisions without constant paren-
tal intervention. Getting into a competitive school is 
not the same as being ready to thrive there.

Shifting from Control to Guidance
For parents whose survival once depended on 

hypervigilance, relinquishing control feels terrifying. 
They worry that granting freedom will lead to failure. 
However, children must practice being capable. This 
requires age-appropriate autonomy to make choices, 
experience natural consequences, and navigate mis-
takes.

To transition from control to guidance, parents can 
adopt specific communication tools and coping strat-
egies:

•	 Practice “Planned Autonomy:” Start small 
by giving your child complete ownership over 
one area of life (e.g., choosing an extracurricular 
activity or managing their study schedule). Allow 
them to experience minor setbacks so they can 
practice recovery.

•	 Use “I-Statements” to Share Fear, Not 

Demands: Instead of saying, “You are ruining 
your future,” try: “I feel anxious because I want to 
ensure you are secure, and I want to understand 
how you are balancing your time.”

•	 The “Curiosity First” Rule: When reacting to 
a poor grade, pause and ask: “What do you think 
went wrong, and what support do you need from us 
to approach it differently next time?” This fosters 
accountability rather than shame.

•	 Identify the Source of Your Anxiety: When 
tempted to micromanage, ask yourself: “Am I 
reacting to my child’s current reality, or my own 
past survival fears?” This prevents projecting his-
torical unresolved problems or trauma onto the 
child.

•	 Model Healthy Self-Care: Children learn how 
to handle stress by watching their parents. Show 
them that rest, hobbies, and emotional expres-
sion are healthy components of a successful life.

Redefining Success
Not every child is destined for the Ivy League, nor 

is every child meant to be a physician, engineer, or 
high level executive. A child may find deep meaning 
and financial stability as a teacher, artist, counselor, 
entrepreneur, or tradesperson. Success is not a singu-
lar address, income bracket, or brand-name diploma.

Parents can honor their sacrifices without demand-
ing perfection as repayment. Children should under-
stand and respect their family’s heritage, but they 
should not carry the burden of fulfilling their parents’ 
unfinished dreams.

The goal is not to lower standards, but to broad-
en them. We must raise children who work hard but 
also value rest and balance; who respect their family 
but also develop their own identity; and who pursue 
ambitious goals secure in the knowledge that their 
family’s love does not depend on the outcome.

Michael Oberschneider Psy.D. “Dr. Mike” is a clinical 
psychologist in private practice. He can be reached at 
703-723-2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, 
Suite 240, Ashburn.

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE) ON EARTH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5ASK DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

quality of life.
•	 Create a financial plan for retirement (91% 

of financially fulfilled have one). It’s hard to feel 
in control if you don’t know where you’re going. 
A retirement plan puts a real number on what 
you’ll need and lays out a clear path to get there, 
with built-in protection against life’s unexpected 
curveballs. 

•	 Save intentionally for major milestones (87% 
of financially fulfilled do). A home renovation, a 
new vehicle or a child’s education don’t have to 
feel disruptive. Setting money aside deliberately 
for the milestones you anticipate means you can 
say yes without scrambling.

•	 Put an estate plan in place (66% of financially 
fulfilled have). Estate plans are not just for the 
wealthy. A will and basic estate plan help ensure 
what you’ve worked for still reflects your wishes 
after you’re gone. 

•	 Work with a financial advisor (60% of 

financially fulfilled who sought any guidance 
have used an advisor in the past year). The inter-
net is great, but real guidance comes from a cre-
dentialed person who knows you and your family 
and what you want your money to do for you.

Knowing that your money is working toward the life 
you want doesn’t happen by accident. Feeling finan-
cially fulfilled is worth the effort and may be more 
achievable than you realize. Remember, your individ-
ual financial goals and questions deserve individual 
attention. If you think you might need specific financial 
advice, please reach out to a local financial advisor.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones financial advisor. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC. 
 
Joshua Wolinski | (540) 338-2291 | joshua.wolinski@
edwardjones.com. 
“Aligning your financial future with your personal goals, 
wants, and wishes.”

FINANCIAL FOCUS®, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s 
Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available 
on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair 

Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair 
Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing 
impaired: 804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: 
www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.
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 Art and generosity will come together 
this November as Loudoun Cares hosts 
its eighth annual Art Auction, featuring 
original works donated by more than two 
dozen regional artists to support neigh-
bors in need.

The event will take place Thursday, Nov. 
19, at Fleetwood Farm Winery in Leesburg, 
with proceeds benefiting Loudoun Cares 
and its community programs.

The auction will feature a juried selec-
tion of artwork donated by artists from 
across the Washington, D.C., Maryland 
and Virginia region. Guests will have 
the opportunity to bid on original pieces 
during a live auction, while a silent auc-
tion will offer additional artwork, unique 
experiences and goods and services from 
Loudoun businesses.

Art lovers will also have an opportunity 
to view the collection before the event. An 
opening reception is scheduled for Nov. 
6 at the Loudoun County Law Library, 18 
E. Market St. in Leesburg. The exhibit will 
remain on display through Nov. 17 during 
regular library hours.

The Nov. 19 fundraiser promises an 
evening of art, music and food, includ-
ing cuisine prepared by James Beard 
Award-nominated Chef Tarver King, fea-
turing dishes from Waverly Springs.

Beyond the artwork and festivities, the 
evening supports an organization that has 
spent more than two decades connecting 
Loudoun residents with essential resourc-
es and opportunities to help others.

“As a nonprofit, we rely on the generosi-
ty of the Loudoun community to continue 

serving our neighbors in need,” said Ronni 
Allen Ward, Loudoun Cares Board Chair. 
“We are honored by the incredible support 
of so many artists, community members, 
and local businesses who make this event 
possible.”

The auction is Loudoun Cares’ largest 
annual fundraising event.

Through its ConnectLine information 
and referral service, the Leesburg-based 
nonprofit helps residents locate assis-
tance with housing, utilities, food and 
other essential needs. In 2025, Loudoun 
Cares distributed more than $4 million in 
support, helping residents remain in their 
homes, keep their utilities connected and 
put food on their tables.

The organization also operates an 
Online Volunteer Center that connects 
people interested in volunteering with 
local nonprofits. More than 350 organiza-
tions are registered with the center, which 
receives approximately 80 to 100 new vol-
unteer registrations each month. In 2025, 
Loudoun Cares helped fill 2,836 volunteer 
positions.

For the artists donating their work, the 
auction offers an opportunity to share 
their creativity while contributing to pro-
grams that make a difference in the com-
munity.

Tickets and sponsorship opportunities 
are available through Loudoun Cares.

For additional information visit 
loudouncares.org or call 703-669-2351. 
Residents seeking assistance with com-
munity resources may call the Connect-
Line at 703-669-4636.

Art with a Heart: Loudoun Cares 
Auction Brings Artists Together

  

(540) 477-4450 
Hours:  Monday – Friday — 8am to 5pm 

YOUR LOCAL PROPANE AND           CERTIFIED FIREPLACE EXPERTS

Stop by one of our Cylinder Fill Stations today!
$3.99*  Per Gallon Cylinder Fill

 *Prices subject to change without notice. 

HoltzmanCorp.com

FIREPLACE STORE
SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.
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unnecessary financial risks.

TeKrony took a different view, saying an 
independent audit would provide the addi-
tional scrutiny residents deserved.

“The purpose is to build community 
trust, with transparency, with an indepen-
dent evaluation,” she said. “I’m gonna say 
the whole vision that we have, to live, work, 
learn, and play. That deserves equal atten-
tion, not just data center development.”

She noted that Loudoun had been devel-
oping data centers for 26 years without com-
pleting an audit focused on transparency 
and oversight.

“The 12 month pause gives the board time 
to hire an outside consultant,” TeKrony said, 
describing the review as an opportunity to 
evaluate the county’s processes. She stressed 
that the audit would not itself make formal 

legal determinations about vested rights.
TeKrony also pointed to the number of 

existing and proposed facilities, saying 
Loudoun had 233 data centers on the ground 
and 116 in the pipeline.

“We need to look out for our residents,” 
she said. “And this is doing the due diligence 
that I think the public is asking for.”

Briskman supported the audit and chal-
lenged suggestions that stopping new data 
center development would soon require the 
county to raise taxes or cut services.

“That is a big lie,” she said of claims that 
the county’s bond rating would falter or 
taxes would rise if Loudoun stopped build-
ing additional data centers.

Briskman cited county figures showing 
that data centers accounted for $17.3 bil-
lion of the $25 billion in assessed personal 

DATA CENTER AUDIT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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and diplomatic leaders.
For the Marshall Center, that recognition 

represents an opportunity not only to pre-
serve history but to bring Marshall’s extraor-
dinary legacy to new generations.

During the visit, graduates of the Center’s 
ethical leadership program shared lessons 
they had drawn from Marshall’s life.

One recalled Marshall’s willingness to chal-
lenge Gen. John J. Pershing during World War 
I, even at considerable personal risk. Another 
spoke of Marshall’s concern for the soldiers 
under his command.

Kaine was especially inter-
ested in Marshall’s ability to 
lead while also recognizing 
when another person needed 
him to serve in a supporting 
role.

“Sometimes being a good 
leader means recognizing 
somebody else’s leadership 
and accepting that,” Kaine 
said.

The tour also revealed the 
more personal side of the cel-
ebrated general.

Visitors learned how Cath-
erine Marshall discovered the 
Leesburg property and reportedly left a $10 
deposit before her husband had even seen it. 
She also hid the for-sale sign in the bushes, 
hoping to prevent another buyer from discov-
ering the house.

Much of the home’s furniture and person-
al belongings remain connected to the Mar-
shalls, giving visitors an unusually intimate 
glimpse into their lives.

The stories included President Harry Tru-
man’s visits, Marshall’s reluctance to seek 
recognition and his repeated willingness to 
interrupt retirement when his country called.

The following day, the setting was entirely 
different.

At Loudoun’s Crisis Receiving and Stabili-
zation Center, the conversation turned from 
the lessons of history to the immediate needs 
of people facing mental health emergencies.

The facility, operated by Connections 
Health Solutions, was developed to offer 
an alternative to situations in which peo-
ple experiencing psychiatric crises wait in 

emergency rooms or become involved with 
law enforcement because appropriate treat-
ment is unavailable.

Kaine, who helped secure $4.1 million in 
federal funding for the project toured the 
center with Board of Supervisors Chair Phyl-
lis Randall (D-At Large), and healthcare pro-
viders.

Following the tour, Kaine praised both 
the facility and the coordinated approach to 
treatment.

“I’m very impressed with this facility,” he 
said. “The county has put a lot of time into it. 

The design is impressive, and it’s going to be 
a real benefit to people who need services and 
their families.”

He emphasized that the benefits would 
extend beyond patients.

“So often because we don’t have the appro-
priate services for mental health, that burden 
gets put on law enforcement’s shoulders,” 
Kaine said. “It gets put on the shoulders of 
emergency room staff in hospitals.”

The new center is designed to change that.
Its three components include behavioral 

health urgent care, a crisis receiving area with 
16 recliners and a crisis stabilization unit with 
10 beds for people requiring additional short-
term treatment.

The facility is intended to operate around 
the clock, serving adults from throughout 
Northern Virginia. Officials described Oct. 
22 as a soft opening, with additional services 
awaiting state licensing.

Providers explained that approximate-
ly half of those entering the crisis receiving 

program are expected to stabilize sufficiently 
to leave within 24 hours, with referrals and 
plans for continued care.

Randall, a mental health therapist by pro-
fession, described how seemingly simple 
interventions can make an enormous differ-
ence.

She explained that people in crisis may 
have stopped eating, drinking enough water 
or taking prescribed medication. A safe place 
to rest, receive treatment and reconnect with 
support can help them begin thinking clearly 
again.

“Sometimes it’s just because when people 
get in a crisis, they don’t know what to do 
next,” Randall said.

Randall also emphasized the importance 
of providing treatment rather than allowing 
people experiencing mental health crises 
to become entangled in the criminal justice 
system. The center offers an opportunity to 
intervene earlier, connect people with appro-
priate care and reduce the burden on law 
enforcement.

The center’s design reflects that under-
standing. Natural light, calming colors and 
welcoming spaces were deliberately incorpo-
rated into the building.

One official described the light as the “first 
dose of medicine.”

Kaine highlighted the center’s location 
alongside other county services, describing 
the emerging behavioral health campus as 
an important advantage for individuals and 
families who may need several forms of assis-
tance.

The need for such facilities intensified 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
increased demand for behavioral health ser-
vices while contributing to workforce short-
ages.

In comments following the tour, Kaine said 
the problem extends across Virginia, affect-
ing urban, suburban and rural communities.

“Mental health need increasing, the pro-
vider pool not increasing fast enough,” he 
said, describing the challenge of expanding 
access to care.

Kaine, a member of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee, said the experience 
reinforced the importance of 
expanding training opportunities 
and strengthening the behavioral 
health workforce.

He also discussed his bipartisan 
PEER Support Act, which would 
encourage states to reduce certain 
licensing barriers for qualified 
peer support specialists—people 
whose personal experiences with 
mental illness or substance-use 
recovery can help others facing 
similar struggles.

The legislation has not yet 
passed.

Kaine also expressed concern that federal 
Medicaid changes could make it more difficult 
for vulnerable individuals to maintain health 
coverage, potentially increasing demand for 
services at facilities such as Loudoun’s new 
center.

For Kaine, expanding access to treatment 
means recognizing that mental health emer-
gencies deserve the same urgency as physical 
illness.

“Mental health crisis is just a health crisis,” 
he said.

The two visits illustrated very different 
dimensions of service.

At Dodona Manor, the challenge is pre-
serving the legacy of a leader whose decisions 
shaped generations. At the crisis center, it is 
building a system capable of responding with 
skill, compassion and dignity when people 
need help most.

One preserves lessons from the past. The 
other puts the principles of service into prac-
tice today.

KAINE’S LOUDOUN VISITS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NETT REJECTS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

of fraudulent commercial dealing and one 
count of conspiracy involving allegations of 
bid rigging related to a $12,000 police-man-
agement consulting contract.

Both men have consistently denied 
wrongdoing.

Nett described the emotional and finan-
cial pressures of defending himself against 
felony charges and the difficult decisions 
faced by defendants who are offered plea 

agreements.
“Every day, innocent people plead guilty to 

crimes they did not commit in order to alle-
viate the financial burden of legal defense 
and erase the anxiety of a jury decision that 
could result in life-destroying verdicts,” Nett 
said. “I feel those pressures, too. This entire 
ordeal has been devastating to both me and 
the people I love most.”

The misdemeanor offense proposed in the 
plea agreement is connected to an earlier 

legal dispute involving Anderson.
On April 21, 2025, Anderson publicly 

accused Nett of violating Virginia’s State and 
Local Government Conflict of Interests Act. 
Nett challenged Anderson’s interpretation 
and subsequently filed a complaint seeking 
a declaratory judgment.

According to Nett, Anderson’s legal anal-
ysis conflicted with interpretations provided 
by the executive director of the Virginia Con-
flict of Interest and Ethics Advisory Council 

and the Purcellville Town Attorney.
Nett maintains that Anderson later 

retreated from his original position follow-
ing the filing of the lawsuit.

The offer also follows separate proceed-
ings concerning Nett’s removal from Town 
Council.

In April, a Loudoun County jury found 
certain unspecified conflict-of-interest and 
Town policy violations but determined they 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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COUNTY CLARIFIES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

THE BOOMERANG HOUR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

it funny when their kids announce they are 
awake an hour early especially when they are 
trying to hibernate until 6 a.m. to enjoy that 
looong extra 60 minutes of dreamy sleep.

Dr. Ben Reynolds, a board-certified pedia-
trician at South Riding Pediatrics in Virginia, 
tells us that this has to do with our internal 
body clocks, called circadian rhythm. 

He explained that changing the clocks can 
disrupt children’s sleep because our bodies 
depend on consistent routines. Poor sleep can 
affect mood, well-being, and even hormones. 
Babies and younger children may be especial-
ly sensitive to sudden schedule changes. 

His advice for older kids involves plan-
ning ahead like adjusting bedtimes, getting 
exercise, and spending time in daylight for 
vitamin D. Dr. Reynolds also explained that 
falling back is generally easier than springing 
forward.

Wait. Sunlight, exercise, and an earlier 
bedtime? Honestly, was kinda hoping the RX 
would include snoozing in!

How about a quick game of Rock, Paper, 
Scissors? Rock represents permanent stan-
dard time, with earlier sunrises and sunsets. 
Paper represents permanent daylight-saving 
time, giving us darker winter mornings but 
more evening daylight. Scissors keep snipping 
between the two, just like we do now. And the 
sun? It pretends to keep score but really does 
its own thing. None of these choices gives us 
extra sunlight. Got all that?

Those darker winter mornings could mean 
hunting for that one glove that’s ALWAYS 
missing, then needing a flashlight at the 
bus stop. Kinda like trick-or-treating, except 
there’s all the tricking and none of the treat-
ing!

And now, a special appearance! Remember 
Ms. Kisses from my last article? I have seri-
ous questions about her beauty rest. Cows 
care about feeding and milking, not what our 

clocks say. I can imagine Ms. Kisses wonder-
ing, “Where is da food?”

Farmer Valerie Greenleaf of Sunny Knoll 
EcoFarm has a plan. She found a way to make 
the cows happy with the switch. When DST 
hits, she adjusts the feeding and milking by 
15 minutes every few days so the change IRL 
is barely felt. 

While Ms. Greenleaf would prefer not hav-
ing to change the clocks during the year, she 
has found her gradual shifts in feeding and 
milking routine, allows her cows to be not as 
affected.  

Sue Harrison of Brookfield Dairy Farm says 
her cows are very clock-oriented and know 
when it’s time to be milked and fed and thinks 
Gertie, one of her lead cows, would vote for 
picking a time and sticking to it.

Seems Ms. Kisses has a transition plan, 
while Gertie wants to retire the whole 
time-changing business. My household could 
use advice from both!

In fact, Hawaii, most of Arizona, are already 
squared away with their own plan when they 
signed up for permanent standard time. Con-
gress is still trying to figure out what to and 
the clock wars continue. 

And now, the Rotten Tomatoes reviews are 
in! Critics say there’s still one still very con-
fused kid. The Mad Hatter begging for the 
clocks to stop boomeranging was certified 
fresh. Father Time just wanting them to tell 
the truth has an equal strong following. Ms. 
Kisses and her breakfast demands and Gertie 
campaigning for clocks to stay put makes this 
totally bingeable! 

Overall leaving audience with one ques-
tion: If grown-ups can’t agree on what time, 
maybe it is time to ask the kids still stuck in 
Wonderland. You know the ones waking up 
early, catching school buses, and hoping the 
sun and clocks will one day see eye to eye. 

Roll the credits!

SPANBERGER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

“With the commitments made in the 
original filing and supplemental testimo-
ny, Dominion and NextEra have not yet 
satisfied the legal standard that would 
allow the Commission to approve this 
transaction,” said Allmond.

Spanberger became the first Virginia 
governor to formally intervene in a case 
before the SCC when she filed a notice of 
participation in August.

Her intervention allows the Governor’s 

Office to participate directly in the reg-
ulatory proceedings, submit testimo-
ny, request information and challenge 
whether the proposed merger provides 
sufficient public benefits.

The SCC must determine whether 
the merger satisfies Virginia’s regulato-
ry requirements and protects the public 
interest. The Governor’s recommenda-
tions remain proposed conditions, not 
approved changes to electricity rates or 
customer benefits.

on the Town’s website, documents that 
Fraser informed the Town Council of the 
potential library transaction in writing in 
July 2025.

“Discussing financial options does not, 
by itself, mean that I proposed or endorsed 

a library sale,” Fraser wrote.
The County’s explanation, as relayed by 

Bloom, identifies Hemstreet as the offi-
cial who presented the library purchase as 
an option. Fraser’s written management 
update documents that the proposal was 
communicated to the Town Council.
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ONE WOMAN’S FIGHT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the ground started shifting, and water began 
rising beneath her home.

Now, the home she has spent years lovingly 
preserving is in jeopardy, and Fallon faces the 
unthinkable possibility of losing not only her 
historic cabin, but the very roof over her head.

While Loudoun County continues con-
struction of its multimillion-dollar fire sta-
tion, Fallon is left arranging inspections, 
hiring experts and bearing the mounting costs 
of trying to save her home, all while searching 
for answers about what is happening beneath 
it.

A plumbing company inspected her well 
system and found that it was not the source of 
the flooding. Foundation specialists have also 
examined the property.

On Oct. 12, she filed a formal complaint 
with Loudoun County.

The following day, a county inspector visit-
ed the fire station construction site across the 
street but never set foot on Fallon’s property 

to examine the flooding and damage to her 
centuries old home.

On Oct. 15, the complaint was marked com-
pleted in the county’s system.

But Fallon’s questions remain unanswered.
How had water suddenly begun rising 

through the basement of her home that had 
remained dry throughout all of her years 
there? Had the excavation changed the 
movement of groundwater? Is the water now 

contaminated? Was her foundation continu-
ing to shift? And who would help her save her 
home? 

And does the county even care about what 
happens to Fallon?

On Oct. 20, Fallon and Madeline Skinner 
took their concerns to the Loudoun County 
Board of Supervisors Business Meeting Public 
Input.

Fallon wasn’t asking for anything extraor-
dinary. She was asking for help 
saving her historic home, now 
threatened by serious damage 
following months of excava-
tion and jackhammering that 
broke apart and removed bed-
rock formed millions of years 
ago, just across the 20 ft. road.

And she is fighting to keep it. 
Because if she loses her home, 
she will have nowhere to go.

“My blood, sweat and tears 
turned this property into an 

oasis, complete with a pond where neighbor-
hood children regularly come to fish for bass,” 
she said.

“The only ‘shift change’ I ever want to see 
out here are the deer and foxes coming out of 
the wildlife corridor I created, not my cabin’s 
foundation shifting because of negligent con-
struction across the street.”

Now, Fallon is noticing troubling chang-
es inside her home almost daily, including a 
newly installed window that no longer opens. 
What began with water rising through her 
basement floor has become an ongoing strug-
gle to understand the damage appearing in a 
home that had shown none of these problems 
before construction began across the road.

A home that has survived nearly two and a 
half centuries is now facing the greatest chal-
lenge in its long history.

And Fallon, one homeowner seeking 
answers from Loudoun County, is fighting to 
make sure its story does not end here.

Is anyone listening?

million annually in meals-tax revenue and 
separately charges the utility funds more 
than $1 million for administrative and other 
services.

As existing debt is paid down, a debt-ser-
vice analysis projects that Purcellville could 
free up approximately $538,000 annually 
beginning in 2030, increasing to more than $1 
million in 2034 and approximately $1.27 mil-
lion annually beginning in 2035. Those funds 
could become available for other Town prior-
ities, depending on future budget decisions.

The repayment schedules reflect years of 
debt restructuring and refinancing. 

Purcellville’s longstanding utility debt 
originated during former Mayor Bob Lazaro’s 
administration, when the Town undertook a 
major wastewater treatment plant expansion 
in anticipation of future growth.

At the time, the existing plant was operat-
ing at approximately 40% capacity.

A separate, state-mandated $6 million 
upgrade was funded through grants. The 
larger wastewater expansion, however, was 
not required by regulators.

During Lazaro’s eight years in office, the 
Town accumulated approximately $61 mil-
lion in debt, roughly half associated with 
wastewater.

Financing arrangements included balloon 
payments that deferred substantial repay-
ment obligations and prepayment penalties 
that made early repayment or refinancing 
more costly.

Former Mayor Kwasi Fraser inherited those 
commitments. During his administration, 
the Town refinanced and restructured debt, 
eliminated prepayment penalties, extended 
repayment schedules and reduced total out-
standing debt by more than $9 million.

Purcellville’s preliminary FY2026 financial 

results also require context.
The Town’s Aug. 10 Fourth Quarter Bud-

get Status Report projected a $1.862 million 
General Fund deficit, a $179,000 Water Fund 
deficit and a $598,000 Wastewater Fund defi-
cit for the fiscal year ending June 30.

The figures were preliminary. Finance staff 
reported that additional revenues remained 
to be recorded, year-end adjustments were 
continuing and the annual audit had not been 
completed.

The original FY2026 budget anticipated a 
$1.495 million General Fund operating sur-
plus before transfers.

It also provided for approximately $2.94 
million in meals-tax transfers to the utili-
ty funds, supporting water and sewer costs 
without relying entirely on utility rates.

Those transfers are recorded as General 
Fund expenditures and utility-fund revenues. 
They also reduce General Fund resources 
available for other purposes.

After accounting for the transfers, the orig-
inal budget anticipated using approximately 
$1.445 million in General Fund reserves.

By June 30, General Fund expenditures 
totaled approximately $17.22 million, with 
another $167,000 encumbered, against a 
revised budget of $18.43 million.

Including encumbrances, approximately 
$1.05 million remained unspent.

General Fund expenditures increased by 
approximately $157,000, or about 1%, com-
pared with FY2025.

The preliminary report also showed 
approximately $9.6 million in General Fund 
reserves, representing roughly 70% of annual 
expenditures and well above the Town’s 30% 
reserve policy minimum.

Both utility funds were originally budgeted 
to finish FY2026 with surpluses.

The Water Fund began with a projected 

$48,000 surplus. During the year, approxi-
mately $227,000 in additional expenditures 
were approved, including water-system filters 
and restoration of the Water Superintendent 
position. Its preliminary year-end result was a 
$179,000 deficit.

The Wastewater Fund began with a project-
ed $122,000 surplus. Approximately $720,000 
in additional expenditures were subsequent-
ly approved, including replacement of coarse 
screens at the treatment plant and improve-
ments to its fire-suppression system. Its pre-
liminary result was a $598,000 deficit.

In both funds, the additional approved 
expenditures equaled the difference between 
the original projected surplus and the prelim-
inary deficit.

Purcellville’s financial record also includes 
significant infrastructure improvements and 
outside funding.

During Fraser’s administration, the Town 
secured funding and authorized water-sys-
tem projects including a new tank increasing 
potable-water storage capacity by more than 
29%, improvements to Hirst Reservoir and 
the first phase of replacing approximately 
5,000 linear feet of aging water transmission 
main.

Some projects were completed after Fraser 
left office, but their funding and authoriza-
tion began during his administration.

Purcellville also received approximately 
$10.58 million in federal American Rescue 
Plan Act funding.

More recently, the Town was awarded 
nearly $7 million in outside funding for PFAS 
treatment, offsetting a substantial portion of 
the project’s cost.

Such funding matters when evaluating 
future infrastructure costs. A proposed proj-
ect’s estimated price does not necessarily 
equal the amount the Town will ultimately 

borrow.
Against that financial history, SB 648 

requires another review.
The legislation directs Purcellville to com-

mission an independent study examining 
debt, infrastructure, utilities and other signif-
icant financial liabilities, and recommending 
a fiscally appropriate plan.

It requires the Town to adopt a plan con-
sistent with the study’s findings and permits 
recommendations for changes to the Town 
Charter. 

On Oct. 1, the Town issued Request for 
Proposals TM-2026-12. It specifies that the 
study must be conducted by a public institu-
tion of higher education with at least 15,000 
students, in consultation with a chief admin-
istrative officer from a locality in Virginia 
Planning District 8 with at least 500,000 res-
idents.

Proposals are due Nov. 4, one day after 
Purcellville’s election. The final report must 
be completed by July 1, 2027. The study’s cost 
has not yet been established.

The study will therefore be conducted 
against an existing record of independent 
audits, professional financial advice, capital 
planning, debt restructuring and established 
repayment schedules.

Perry promised that SB 648 would “final-
ly” provide residents with an independent 
accounting and a plan to address the Town’s 
financial challenges.

But Purcellville’s finances have been inde-
pendently audited, its debt restructured, its 
repayment schedules established and its 
infrastructure needs evaluated for years.

SB 648 mandates another study. It does not 
erase the financial work already done, nor 
does it establish that such work was absent, 
or deficient.

PERRY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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received my day in court. My name became 
the subject of another round of headlines, 
insinuations, and public condemnation.

You may describe the law as an adminis-
trative safeguard. I experienced its conse-
quences as punishment before trial.

What public purpose required this extraor-
dinary intervention when I was already on 
leave? What urgent danger justified singling 
out Purcellville while leaving the rest of the 
Commonwealth outside that suspension 
provision?

Those questions deserve answers ground-
ed in evidence.

I regard what happened to me as a political 
lynching: the public destruction of a man’s 
standing while the proceedings that should 
determine his guilt remain unfinished. I use 
that expression to describe the machinery of 
humiliation—the reduction of a person to an 
accusation, the dismissal of his service, and 
the invitation to the public to treat suspicion 
as a verdict.

I served Purcellville as its mayor for four 
terms. The people who repeatedly entrusted 
me with that responsibility knew a public 

servant with a record, a family, and a name.
An indictment did not erase that humani-

ty. Your legislation helped create a climate in 
which others could behave as though it had.

Now Senator Lucas faces criminal charges, 
which remain allegations to be tested in court. 

Governor Spanberger has responded by 
affirming that people are “presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty” and that Senator 
Lucas and her family deserve an opportunity 
to present their defense. 

I agree.
I agreed when the accused person was me.
Does the Senate agree with that principle 

consistently, or only when the accused sits 
among you?

Senator Lucas supported the legislation 
directed at Purcellville. Now this chamber 
must confront the distinction between the 
treatment it authorized for people outside its 
walls and the treatment it considers appro-
priate for one of its own.

Will you advocate her suspension before 
trial? Will you support withholding her sal-
ary while the charges remain unresolved? 
Will Senator Perry propose an equivalent 
measure and ask her colleagues to embrace 

its consequences?
If your answer is that the offices are dif-

ferent and SB 648 does not govern senators, 
explain why those differences justify the dis-
parity.

I understand that a town manager and a 
state senator occupy different positions. The 
moral question survives that distinction: Why 
did an unresolved accusation justify extraor-
dinary legislative intervention against me, 
while an unresolved accusation against your 
colleague calls forth such emphatic declara-
tions of restraint?

The narrow reach of your law makes that 
question more urgent.

If suspension upon indictment was an 
essential protection for public confidence, 
why did you confine that protection to a 
population bracket and a planning district? 
If individualized judgment matters now, why 
did you enact a mandatory rule then?

I seek an explanation. I also seek account-
ability.

Senator Perry should explain publicly why 
existing administrative leave was insufficient 
and why Purcellville required this exception-
al treatment. The senators who supported the 

measure should explain the principle behind 
their votes and whether they would accept 
its equivalent for themselves. The Gover-
nor should reconcile her defense of Senator 
Lucas’s presumption of innocence with her 
approval of legislation that deepened the 
consequences of my unresolved charges.

And this chamber should revisit the law, 
address the unequal treatment it created, 
and support a fair accounting of the financial 
harm its implementation caused.

I will defend Senator Lucas’s right to due 
process because a principle has value when 
we honor it for everyone.

I expect you to defend mine with the same 
clarity.

The chickens have come home to roost 
in the form of a question you can no longer 
dismiss:

Will you live by the standard you 
imposed—or acknowledge that the standard 
was wrong?

Respectfully,
Kwasi A. Fraser 

Former Four-Term Mayor  
of Purcellville, Virginia

www.KwasiFraser.com
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Mulch, generously mounded around the 
base of a rose bush and up the lower stems, 
helps protect it from freezing temperatures. 
Potted roses need extra protection, too, 
whether placed in a sheltered location or insu-
lated with mulch.

But there’s one important catch. When 
spring arrives, that heavy winter blanket must 
come off.

Powers described visiting a garden where 
hundreds of roses were struggling because 
their protective mulch had never been 
removed. Even in the heat of summer, the 
plants were still wearing their winter coats—
and nobody wants to wear a winter coat in July.

Throughout the presentation, Powers 
answered questions about everything from 
soil testing and troublesome cane borers to 
the fascinating history of a delicate white rose 
called Niphetos.

The historic rose, whose name means “fall-
en snow,” was identified as a variety associated 
with the journey of America’s Unknown Sol-
dier from France. Once difficult to find in the 
United States because of its sensitivity to cold, 

it has been reintroduced to gardens with the 
help of dedicated rose enthusiasts.

With proper winter protection, Powers 
explained, even tender roses can return to 
bloom year after year.

There were door prizes, gardening tips and 
plenty of questions, but perhaps the most 
reassuring message was that preparing roses 
for winter doesn’t have to be complicated.

A little water before bedtime, a tidy gar-
den, a protective blanket of mulch and some 
patience until spring can make all the differ-
ence.

And isn’t that one of the loveliest things 
about gardening?

While winter settles over Loudoun County, 
beneath the soil and mulch, another season is 
quietly waiting.

We can dream of June mornings, warm sun-
shine, fragrant blossoms and roses spilling 
over garden fences.

For now, sweet dreams, roses. We’ll see you 
in the spring.

From Roses to Holiday Wreaths
As the roses settle in for winter, Abernethy 

& Spencer is turning its attention to another 
seasonal tradition: holiday wreath-making.

Led by the garden center’s own Desi Lee, 
the hands-on workshops invite participants 
to create beautiful, one-of-a-kind holiday 
wreaths using locally sourced greenery and 
festive accents. Each participant will design 
a wreath on a 14-inch ring and take home a 
handmade creation ready to brighten a front 
door or home.

Workshops are scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 
28, at 11 a.m.; Sunday, Nov. 29, at 2 p.m.; Sat-
urday, Dec. 5, at 2 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 6, at 
11 a.m.

The fun doesn’t end with the holidays. 
The garden center plans to offer workshops 
throughout the winter and beyond, giving gar-
deners and creative spirits plenty of reasons to 
return. 

Abernethy & Spencer Greenhouse and Gar-
den Center is located at 18035 Lincoln Road 
in Purcellville. For workshop information and 
registration, visit shop.abernethyspencer.
com/subdept/58/workshops or call 540-338-
9118.

SWEET DREAMS,  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 ROBIN LINN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

leading large organizations has 
reinforced his belief that progress 
depends on listening, collaboration 
and a willingness to tackle difficult 
decisions.

The scale of Hamilton may be far 
removed from Hollywood, but Linn 
believes many of the same principles 
apply: respect the people doing the 
work, understand the challenges and 
keep sight of the larger purpose.

He isn’t proposing to reinvent 
Hamilton. He wants to help preserve 
its small-town character while ensur-
ing it remains a welcoming, financial-
ly sound and connected community 
for generations to come.

For someone who spent much of 
his career helping bring imaginary 
worlds to life, Linn has found some-
thing particularly meaningful in the 
real one just outside his front door.

And this time, the setting isn’t Hol-
lywood.

It’s Hamilton.

property value in tax year 2025, or about 
69%. She also said the county budgeted $879 
million in data center revenue for fiscal 2027.

Those revenues largely came from existing 
facilities and permitted properties, she said, 
rather than from new construction. Brisk-
man argued that the county could continue 
collecting substantial revenue for years even 
without approving additional facilities.

“Don’t be threatened, community, by the 
misinformation that your tax rates will go 
up immediately if we stop building new data 
centers,” Briskman said.

She argued that the industry was consum-
ing land needed for other priorities.

“They are gobbling up all of our devel-
opable land and constraining our ability to 
build affordable housing and diversify our 
economy,” she said.

Supervisor Matt Letourneau (R-Dulles) 
said the debate over eliminating grand-
fathering had already been settled by the 
county attorney’s legal analysis.

“Without getting into the attorney-client 
memo, it’s the fact that we can’t do that. It’s 
not gonna hold up, so it’s not gonna happen 
anyway,” he said.

Letourneau also criticized the audit pro-
posal as an unnecessary challenge to county 
staff.

“I don’t understand how we build commu-
nity trust by the board passing motions say-
ing we don’t trust the staff, and their process 
and determinations of what is vested and 
what is grandfathered or not,” he said.

He argued that county employees and 
attorneys who regularly interpret the zoning 
ordinance were better equipped to review 
applications than an outside consultant 
unfamiliar with the county’s procedures.

“Why would a consultant that we hire 
understand our zoning ordinance better 
than we do?” Letourneau asked.

He questioned what the board would do 
if the audit reached a different conclusion 
from county staff, particularly if that dis-
agreement led supervisors to reconsider an 
application’s grandfathered status.

“We should be more transparent. I’m 
willing to work with anybody on ways that 
we can do that, but the answer is not to go 
out and spend $200,000 to second guess the 
work that staff has already done,” Letour-
neau said.

Supervisor Kristen Umstattd (D-Lees-
burg) also opposed the measure.

“It’s not gonna solve the public’s con-
cerns about air pollution or electricity bills,” 
Umstattd said. “It just seems to do nothing 
more than we already do with our current 
staff.”

Supervisor Caleb Kershner (R-Catoctin) 
likewise questioned the proposal, saying the 
county should heed the advice of its attorney 
rather than pursue actions that could expose 
taxpayers to expensive litigation.

He called the motion “a complete slap in 
the face of our staff,” adding that it risked 
treating the employees who review appli-
cations as though they were not doing their 
jobs adequately.

Kershner also defended the industry’s 
contributions to Loudoun.

“We have world class schools, world 
class firehouses and emergency services, 
world class libraries, world class parks and 
recs, world class law enforcement,” he said, 
attributing much of the county’s ability to 
fund those services to commercial revenue, 
including data centers.

He said he was satisfied that county staff 
could determine whether applications qual-
ified for grandfathering and warned that 
revisiting those determinations could create 
further legal problems.

Supervisor Sylvia Glass (D-Broad Run) 
proposed adding the Telos data center appli-
cation to the audit. Staff said they would 
need to research its approval date to deter-
mine whether it met the proposed criteria.

Glass said she did not view the audit as 
a sign that supervisors distrusted county 
employees.

“I don’t see a reason why it wouldn’t be 
beneficial to have eyes from somewhere 
else, to add into the conversation,” she said.

The board also discussed whether the 
audit would cover only applications still 
grandfathered or a wider set of projects 
without building permits. TeKrony agreed 
to amend the motion to include applica-
tions listed in the first two tables of the staff 
report’s second attachment.

Randall raised another concern: develop-
ers would not be legally required to cooper-
ate with an independent reviewer.

Staff confirmed that the county could not 

compel applicants to speak with an auditor 
or provide additional information. 

Randall questioned the value of paying 
for a review if the applicants themselves 
could decline to participate.

“To spend $200,000 right now, to have 
somebody else look at the books when they 
don’t even have to— when the people that 
they’re asking to give the information don’t 
even have to give the information— it’s not 
a logical thing to do,” Randall said.

The board then voted 7-2 to table 
TeKrony’s audit motion indefinitely, with 
Briskman and TeKrony opposed.

In an additional development, Randall 
twice postponed consideration of a pro-
posed temporary pause of certain data 
center and substation applications, first 
delaying the vote until Oct. 20 and then 
again until Nov. 17.

In an Oct. 20 statement, Briskman criti-
cized the latest postponement and called for 
a public explanation.

“This is one of the most consequential 
land-use decisions facing Loudoun Coun-
ty, and our residents deserve transparency 
about why this vote is being delayed. Deci-
sions of this importance should not be made 
behind closed doors,” said Briskman.

“The County Attorney has already con-
ducted a legal review, and the Board has 
twice voted overwhelmingly to advance this 
pause. What changed? If questions or con-
cerns have arisen, they should be asked and 
deliberated in the public domain,” she said.

DATA CENTER AUDIT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19
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Premier Computer Technologies 
Commercial & Residential IT support 

Emergency Services Available 
(571) 209-8250 

nigel@premiercomputertechnologies.com

Premier
comPuter technologies

571-209-8250  
nigel@premiercomputertechnologies.com

Business and 
Residential IT Support 
and Emergency Services

Call
Nigel

15 Years of IT Excellence

“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding. 
This guy is a hard worker and does it 
right the first time.”  Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing, 
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush 

Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

(703) 727-9826Licensed & Insured

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

Seasoned Experience  
for Every Season

NORTH’S TREE 
LANDSCAPING MASONRY

Brian North 540-533-8092
NorthTreeAndMasonry.com 
BNorth1883@yahoo.com

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Decking • Driveways • Patios
Tree Work • Culvert Pipe Installation

Excellent references! 
Courteous, reliable, certified, bonded and insured. 

Use Our Magic Cleaning Touch!

R&D CLEANING 
SERVICE LLC   

(703) 303-1364

• Residential/Office 
• Move-in/Move-out
• Organizing
• Carpet cleaning

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Bill Suter

540 338-3408
SharpBladesVA@gmail.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

the end of their cul-de-sacs. 
I have two companion theories: First, 

Loudouners east and west make so much 
money that they aren’t disturbed by the 
County’s outrageous spending and taxes. 
Second, given our sky-high home prices, 
many residents can make so much money 
when they sell their Loudoun house, they 
can move back to Buffalo or wherever and 
buy a nice house that requires only a small 
mortgage and enjoy a lower cost of living.

Western Loudoun
Board Chair Phyllis Randall once 

mused that about eighty percent of the 
complaints she gets are from Western 
Loudoun, which has less than twen-
ty percent of the County’s population. 
Well, Western Loudoun comprises almost 
eighty percent of the county’s land area, 
and an even greater percentage of unde-
veloped land. 

There are exceptions, but I believe that 
most of us in the West see it as our perma-
nent home. We have invested more than 

money in our homes and land. There is 
also a rural attitude of helping neighbors, 
from Middleburg to Lovettsville, and from 
Leesburg to Round Hill. 

Organizations and Activism
Be thankful that there are many groups 

that fight to protect the lands we love: 
Save Rural Loudoun, Loudoun’s Future, 
the Preservation and Conservation Coa-
lition, the Friends of the Blue Ridge and 
more. These groups bring energy; they 
let members share the work, and many 
include experts such as electrical engi-
neers and hydrologists. 

Almost thirty percent of Loudoun’s 
population has a post-graduate degree, 
and I bet that percentage is even higher 
in Western Loudoun, especially among 
members of conservation organizations. 

Individuals Make a Difference
Whether they represent a group or act 

on their own, people are important. Are 
they aware of what’s going on in the coun-
ty? Do they follow local politics? Are they 
passionate about life here?

I now present a transcript of one indi-
vidual’s recent remarks to the Board of 
Supervisors:

“Good evening. I’m Emily Houston of the 
Rural Roads Committee.

“Two years ago, the Rural Roads Bill 
became law. This bipartisan legislation was 
championed by Loudoun’s state elected 
leadership: Senator Perry and Delegates 
Reid and Higgins. As author of the bill, I 
would like to clarify the true intentions of 
this legislation:

“The goal is to use state funds to improve 
unpaved roads and give VDOT the flexibil-
ity needed to use methods other than pav-
ing, and in ways that significantly lessen 
the need for ongoing maintenance and in 
a more cost-efficient manner. It is no lon-
ger just a binary choice: leave the roads as 
they are or pave them. Now there is a third 
option.

“So what does it mean to improve with-
out using asphalt?

“The bill is explicit: It says ‘improved 
materials, drainage upgrades, or enhanced 
design of the highway profile. Other tech-
niques shall be considered improvements 

if they increase safety, reduce maintenance 
costs, or enhance the historic qualities of 
the highway or highway segment.’

“In 2022, VDOT undertook an improve-
ment project on Old Waterford Road that 
serves as a model for what the Rural Roads 
Bill intends. The road had been severely 
neglected for years, and one section had 
fallen into complete disrepair. 

Eroded drainage ditches were recon-
structed, and the roadbed was reshaped 
with a proper crown. The surface was com-
pacted, resulting in a hard crust. This work 
was done by our local maintenance crew, 
using standard quality aggregate. 

“One third of all the miles of roads in 
the US are unpaved. There is a vast body of 
knowledge about how to properly manage 
them. An unpaved road can be brought into 
the 21st century. The Rural Roads Bill gave 
us the directive to do this, and the work on 
Old Waterford Road shows that it can be 
done.”

Charlie and Emily Houston live on a small 
horse farm south of Waterford. Charlie is 
proud of his wife.

OPINION: WHO CARES? CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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did not warrant removing Nett from elected 
office. Despite the jury’s decision, Olsen 
sought to set aside the verdict and have 
Nett removed from Town Council. 

Circuit Court Judge Randy Bellows 
rejected Olsen’s request, leaving the jury’s 

decision intact.
Now, under the proposed plea agreement, 

Olsen is again seeking Nett’s departure 
from elected office—this time as a condition 
for dismissing eight felony charges against 
Nett and Town Manager Kwasi Fraser.

Nett, a former member of the U.S. Secret 

Service and former CIA contract intelligence 
officer who served in Afghanistan, invoked 
his years of federal service in explaining 
why he would not accept the agreement.

“I took an oath to support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic,” Nett said.

“If necessary, I’ll give my life on the 
streets of Virginia, or in a Virginia prison, 
before I plead guilty to a crime I did not 
commit and thus provide legal and politi-
cal cover to individuals who, themselves, I 
believe, are guilty of federal civil rights vio-
lations,” Nett said.

Instead, both political parties routinely avoid 
the hard choices. Leaders hesitate to tell vot-
ers the truth, because voters punish anyone 
who admits that real progress takes time.

The result is a government that kicks the 
can down the road while debt grows and risks 
compound. Real progress is steady, deliberate, 
and often thankless. Yet patience is the qual-
ity we need most and is the one we exercise 
least.

It Won’t Happen Here or To Me
The most reckless mindset of all is denial. 

Too many Americans believe catastrophe is 
something that happens somewhere else, to 
someone else.

We were warned about evolving terror-
ist tactics long before they struck. We were 
warned about mass shootings before they 
became routine. We were warned about cyber 

threats, climate risks, and financial instabil-
ity. Each time, the warnings were debated, 
delayed, or dismissed—until consequences 
arrived.

This denial extends beyond national secu-
rity. It touches poverty, inequality, and even 
the stability of our institutions. Millions of 
Americans assume their jobs, homes, and 
safety nets are permanent … until the day 
they aren’t. Believing “it won’t happen here 
or to me” makes us complacent, unprepared, 
and vulnerable.

A Call to Action
America cannot afford short memories, 

impatience, or denial. These mindsets weak-
en our ability to confront threats both for-
eign and domestic, and make us vulnerable to 
adversaries who think long-term and act with 
discipline.

What we need is not panic, but a cultural 
reset.

We need leaders who stop chasing sound-
bites and quick wins and start leveling with 
the public about long-term solutions. But 
leadership alone won’t fix this. Citizens have 
a role to play as well. We must resist denial, 
remember hard lessons, and demand honesty 
and accountability from those in power.

That means rewarding courage instead of 
spin. Endurance over instant gratification. 
Long-term vision over short-term gain.

Strength is not built in a single election 
cycle. It’s built when a nation accepts sacri-
fice, faces reality, and tackles hard problems 
head-on. It’s built when we stop scrolling past 
crises and start insisting on solutions, even 
when those solutions take years.

America’s adversaries understand this. 
They have patience. They understand our 
political terms, They are willing to wait us 
out, confident we’ll forget, grow restless, and 
retreat into denial. Adversaries are betting on 
our weakness.

So the question is no longer whether Amer-
ica faces serious challenges: WE DO. The real 
question is whether we still have the stamina 
to meet them. Are we willing to remember? 
To wait? To confront hard truths before they 
become disasters?

The bad actors are patient. They’re watch-
ing.

The only question left is whether we have 
the grit to be patient, too.

Ken Falke is a 21-year veteran of the US 
Navy Special Operations Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal community. Falke is a serial 
entrepreneur and the chairman and founder 
of Boulder Crest Foundation, an organization 
focused on the teachings of posttraumatic 
growth. He is also the author of “Struggle 
Well: Thriving in the Aftermath of Trauma” 
and “Lead Well: 10 Steps to Successful and 
Sustainable Leadership.

OPINION: THE AMERICAN STRUGGLE(S),  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

meals tax, to support utility capital projects.
Growth is another side to Purcellville’s 

water discussion that should not be over-
looked.

The Jacobs analysis evaluated the town’s 
water resources based on assumptions about 
population, development and demand. 
A water system adequate for the town’s 
existing population can face very different 
demands if substantial development outside 
the town is added to it.

Will Purcellville’s infrastructure deter-
mine its growth—or will growth determine 
the future of its infrastructure?

The Valley Commerce Center brings that 
question into sharp focus. Loudoun County 
has approved nearly one million square feet 
of industrial development on approximately 
117 acres outside Purcellville.

The development does not have access to 
Purcellville’s utility infrastructure and will 
rely on private water and on-site wastewa-
ter treatment. The project is approved for 
45,000 gallons per day—a limitation that 
affects development intensity and uses.

Water availability helps determine what 
can be built and how intensively land can be 
developed.

Chuck Kuhn proposed annexing the 117-
acre property into Purcellville for approxi-
mately 1.275 million square feet of business 
park and industrial development. Town staff 

estimated water demand of up to 255,000 
gallons per day.

During the annexation discussions, the 
applicant also proposed adding the Bles Well 
and the on-site VCC-D well. 

High-producing wells, however, are not 
free water. They must be treated, connected, 
distributed and maintained. Development of 
this magnitude also brings additional waste-
water, infrastructure, public safety and other 
service costs.

During the County rezoning process, 
some Planning Commissioners and Supervi-
sors expressed hope that Purcellville would 
reconsider and ultimately annex the proper-
ty after the County approved the project.

That makes the candidates’ records on 
Valley Commerce Center particularly rele-
vant.

Mayor Chris Bertaut opposed continuing 
the Valley Commerce Center annexation 
process and voted to deny the application. 
He has stated that he will not support future 
annexation of the property.

As vice mayor in 2024, Erin Rayner voted 
with the former Council majority to contin-
ue the annexation process and private nego-
tiations. When the new Council majority 
moved to end the annexation on Jan. 8, 2025, 
Rayner voted against ending it. Rayner also 
did not publicly oppose the project before 
the County approved its rezoning.

Those votes matter because the Coun-
ty’s approval did not erase the fundamental 

question for Purcellville: What happens if 
Valley Commerce Center comes back seek-
ing annexation?

Annexation is not simply moving a line on 
a map. It is the mechanism that would bring 
Valley Commerce Center into Purcellville 
and give the property access to Town water 
and sewer. Access to those utilities changes 
what becomes possible. 

The County-approved project is currently 
constrained by its private water and waste-
water systems. 

The applicant also sought the full range 
of industrial uses available under the Town’s 
zoning ordinance, including uses requiring 
special exceptions.

If Valley Commerce Center is annexed, 
Purcellville cannot simply skip over inter-
vening properties to reach it. Those prop-
erties would have to come into the Town as 
well, pushing Purcellville’s boundaries far-
ther outward.

Valley Commerce Center is not the only 
property whose owners have expressed 
interest in annexation. Representatives and 
owners of some of these properties have con-
tributed to Erin Rayner’s campaign.

At some point, the question stops being 
whether Purcellville should annex one devel-
opment and becomes whether Purcellville is 
prepared to keep expanding outward.

Annexation would make more intensive 
development possible, bringing additional 
traffic and demands on Town services and 

infrastructure, with costs that would ulti-
mately fall on residents already paying high 
utility bills.

Once that door is opened, where does it 
stop?

Purcellville is surrounded by development 
pressure. Its small-town character has sur-
vived because the Town has remained rela-
tively compact and generations of residents 
have fought to preserve its scale and identity.

But small towns rarely change all at once. 
They change one decision at a time: one 
annexation, one extension of utilities, one 
large development and then another. 

Large-scale growth comes with perma-
nent costs. More development means great-
er demands on water and sewer, roads, public 
safety, personnel and other Town services. 

The issue is whether Purcellville should 
expand its boundaries and use infrastruc-
ture its residents have spent decades paying 
for to make substantially greater develop-
ment possible.

Purcellville’s water debate is about much 
more than old pipes. It is about who the 
Town’s water system will serve, where Pur-
cellville’s boundaries should end and what 
kind of community Purcellville intends to 
remain.

Pipes can be replaced, tanks can be built 
and treatment plants can be improved. But 
once Purcellville loses its small-town char-
acter, no amount of new revenue can buy it 
back.

OPINION: PURCELLVILLE’S WATER AND SEWER,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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The Best Seat for 
Autumn Is Outside.

An outdoor kitchen designed for the views and 
entertaining. Saturday lunch, a long afternoon with 

friends, dinner as the hills turn gold. Stone that weathers 
beautifully, a grill close enough to stay in the conversation, 

and a landscape that changes with every season. 

We plan it, build it, and care for it ourselves, 
 and we’ll be here for years to come.

Let’s talk about how an outdoor kitchen  
could fit the way you live.
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On The Market Properties

703-408-4261    www.OnTheMarketLoudoun.com
On The Market Properties – Bluemont, VA

Sam Fisher 
Principal Broker,  
REALTOR®
Bluemont Resident
Onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Curt Schaber
REALTOR®

Round Hill  
Resident

Schabercurt@yahoo.com

www.humaneloudoun.org

www.gingersnapgirls.org

Please Call Sam: 703-408-4261

           Lovettsville- Move In Ready! Best price for New
Construction in Loudoun County. Stunning 5 bed/5
bath home w/ Open Concept Kitchen, Morning Room
& Family Room. NO HOA! $959,900.

View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketprop

On The Market Properties | Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132 | Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

           1 bedroom cottage with Shenandoah River
access. Immaculate and charming interior! Rear yard
and patio. Clarke County. Community pool
membership available. No HOA. $299,900.

           2 Bedroom home w/ Wood Floors, Wood Stove,
Updated Kitchen & Bath, Rec room & Shenandoah
River access! Clarke County. Community pool
membership available. No HOA. $424,900.

           Close to MARC TRAIN. No HOA! Pristine home
with gorgeous new kitchen, new primary and hall
baths, new carpet, tile and paint. 3 finished levels, 
3 acres with mountain & pastoral views. $715,000.

           41590 Bostonian Pl, Aldie, VA. Pool & Sunset
views backing to common area. Three finished levels
in the Kirkpatrick Farms Neighborhood.

           23124 Watson Rd, Leesburg, VA. Fantastic
country residence on 3 acres w/ Mountain Views and
stocked pond! 

           14336 Rehobeth Church Rd, Lovettsville, VA.
16.49 acres. SAND & STONE RIDING ARENA. Updated
brick home. Red centre aisle barn and pool!

           15197 Carver Court, Waterford, VA. Hampton
Model w/ Conservatory on 3.5 acres w/ Mountain
Views. Listed for $1,500,000 in Waterford Ridge.

Sam Fisher, Realtor® 
Principal Broker and Owner of On The Market Properties
703-408-4261 | onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Sam Fisher, Principal Broker, Realtor®
Curt Schaber, Realtor®
Marci Huber, Realtor®
Eleanor F Schlosser, Associate Broker

The Cottage The Bungalow Immediate Delivery

Multiple Offers Just Listed

Sold by Curt Sold by Curt Recently Sold Horse Property

Selling Homes in Western Loudoun since 1996

On the Market Properties brings a people-first approach shaped by nearly 30 years of experience. Sam leads each client relationship with clarity and 
steady guidance, helping clients feel informed, supported, and never rushed. Partnering with her brother, Curt, whose knack for country real estate and laser 

focus on every detail, complements Sam’s leadership, guiding clients through every step. Their experience spans in-town historic homes, large farms, 
vineyards, distinctive community residences, condos, and townhomes, supported by their personal team—including stager, personal organizer, 

contractors, lenders, title professionals, and movers. They welcome your whole family, including dogs, horses, and cats!

Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

Just Sold - Lovettsville

Lovettsville - SOLD

SOLD - Morrisonville

Just Listed - Leesburg Circa 1941Just Listed - Purcellville Circa 1860

Purcellville - SOLD

KNOW THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE MARKET

For more than 30 years, On the Market Properties 
has built its business on a client-centered approach, 
putting relationships before transactions. It’s 
been quite a summer, with record-breaking 
sales in Lovettsville and strong sales throughout 
Purcellville and Leesburg. Whether you’re thinking 
about selling today or planning for next year, we’d 
love the opportunity to meet with you. Thanks to 
the trust and support of our clients, we’ve been 
able to give back to the Loudoun County Humane 
Society and the Gingersnap Girls Equine Education 
Foundation. Because homes aren’t just for people, 
we are proud to support these organizations as they 
help animals in need. They are always grateful for 
donations, volunteers, and especially foster homes. 
Learn more at www.humaneloudoun.org and 
www.gingersnapgirls.org.

History Loves Company



