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BY VALERIE CURY

Solar panels and farming are not usually 
thought of as compatible uses of land, but 
Virginia officials say a new state law could 
help bring the two together.

Gov. Abigail Spanberger visited the Pied-
mont Environmental Council’s Community 
Farm at Roundabout Meadows on June 17 
to ceremonially sign legislation that estab-
lishes Virginia’s first official definition of 
“agrivoltaics”—the practice of combining 
agricultural production and solar energy 
generation on the same piece of land.

The event was held at the Aldie farm, one 
of Virginia’s first demonstrations of how 
crops can be grown beneath and around 
solar panels.

Unlike traditional solar projects that 
can remove acreage from agricultural pro-
duction, agrivoltaic systems are designed 
to allow farming activities to continue 

alongside solar generation. The approach 
can help maximize land use efficiency by 
producing both food and energy from the 
same property.

The new law, sponsored by Sen. Russet 
Perry and Del. John McAuliffe, provides a 
framework for future policies that encour-
age solar development while preserving 
farmland.

Under the legislation, agrivoltaics is 
defined as solar energy development that 
prioritizes and sustains agricultural pro-
duction, keeps land in active farm use, 
allows continued agricultural sales and 
provides flexibility for farmers over time.

The bill received bipartisan support in the 
General Assembly and was developed with 
input from The Piedmont Environmental 
Council and the Virginia Farm Bureau.

Agrivoltaics has gained attention 
nationally as states seek ways to expand 

renewable energy generation while pre-
serving agricultural land. Depending on 
the design, solar panels can be elevated to 
allow crops to grow beneath them or paired 
with livestock grazing and other agricultur-
al activities. 

The approach can help farmers generate 
additional income while maintaining pro-
ductive farmland.

Speaking at the ceremony, McAuliffe 
said the legislation helps farmers continue 
working the land while adapting to chang-
ing economic conditions.

“Because here in House District 30, agri-
culture is more than just an industry, it is 
part of who we are,” McAuliffe said. “We 
don’t have to choose between agriculture 
and sustainable clean energy; we can have 
both.”

He said the legislation establishes a farm-
er-first definition of agrivoltaics designed 

to ensure solar development does not sig-
nificantly displace agricultural activity and 
gives farmers another tool to remain pro-
ductive and profitable.

Perry described the measure as a way to 
help preserve farmland while creating new 
opportunities for farmers across Virginia.

“At its core, this bill is about preserving 
farmland and expanding opportunity,” 
Perry said.

Spanberger Signs Virginia’s First 
Agrivoltaics Law at Aldie Farm

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

BY VALERIE CURY

The Board of Supervisors voted 6-3 at 
its June 2 business meeting to approve 
the Valley Commerce Center rezoning 
application, clearing the way for nearly 
1 million square feet of industrial devel-
opment on land currently zoned for 39 
homes. 

The decision concludes more than 

a decade of annexation and rezoning 
efforts that began under family owner-
ship and later continued under the cur-
rent owner Chuck Kuhn. 

The proposal drew significant public 
opposition throughout years of review, 
with area residents citing concerns about 
the change in land use, scale, location, 
and its impact on the rural character of 

western Loudoun County.
Supporters, including business owners 

and real estate professionals, cited eco-
nomic development, job creation and the 
need for additional industrial land in the 
western part of the county.

Supervisors Caleb Kershner (R-Cato-
ctin), Kristen Umstattd (D-Leesburg), 

1M-Sq.-Ft. Industrial Approved in  
Purcellville JLMA as Water Limits Shape Uses

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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Contact us today at (540) 687-3608
or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com

PO Box 309 Middleburg, VA 20118-0188
LC# MD HVACR 01-2278

Are you paying too
much for Propane?  
Call Hunt Country

Propane today!

WE’RE LOCAL. WE’RE LOCAL. 
WE’RE LESS. WE’RE LESS. 

WE’RE HONEST.WE’RE HONEST.
n We believe all customers should be paying the same 

low price for propane.
 No games. No hidden charges.
n Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.
n A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more! 
n We Sell and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Kevin Malone’s Dream Takes Shape 
on King Street

Oak Hill State Park Wins Funding

A familiar name in Loudoun Coun-
ty’s restaurant industry is preparing to 
add a new chapter to downtown Lees-
burg’s dining scene.

The Malone family has purchased 
two properties at 5 and 7 N. King St. 
and plans to transform the site into a 
traditional Irish pub, bringing a new 
concept to one of the town’s most 
recognizable locations. 

Evan and Meaghan Malone pur-
chased the properties alongside Evan’s 
mother, Kathleen Malone.

The project also reflects a longstanding 
vision within the Malone family, inspired 
by the late Kevin Malone, whose leader-
ship and vision were central to building the 
family’s restaurant group across Loudoun 
and beyond.

According to the family, the Irish pub 
fulfills a dream shared by Kevin Malone 
and his son, Evan, who long envisioned 
creating an authentic Irish pub in the heart 
of Leesburg. 

Inspired by a shared love of Ireland, 
community and hospitality, the project will 
serve as a tribute to Kevin’s legacy while 
continuing the Malone family’s tradition 
of creating welcoming spaces for residents 
and visitors.

The properties are currently home to 
Downtown Saloon, which is expected to 
remain open through the Independence 
Day holiday before closing to allow reno-
vations to begin. The new establishment is 

expected to feature Irish-inspired food and 
beverages, with additional details antici-
pated as the project moves forward.

The acquisition marks another invest-
ment by a family that has helped shape the 
region’s restaurant landscape for decades 
and represents the continuation of a vision 
rooted in Kevin Malone’s passion for hos-
pitality and bringing people together.

The Malone family has played a signif-
icant role in the restaurant industry in 
Leesburg, Purcellville and Northern Vir-
ginia for decades, building a portfolio of 
beloved establishments that range from 
casual neighborhood favorites to destina-
tion dining experiences. 

Generations of residents have celebrat-
ed milestones, gathered with friends and 
shared family meals at their restaurants, 
making the family’s latest investment in 
downtown Leesburg especially notewor-
thy.

The family is associated with several 

The Virginia General Assembly 
approved funding for the proposed Oak 
Hill State Park, clearing the way for the 
preservation of one of the Common-
wealth’s most historically significant 
properties and securing millions of dol-
lars in federal, private and state funding 
tied to the project.

The budget action allows the Com-
monwealth to move forward with 
acquiring Oak Hill, the former home of 
President James Monroe, while preserv-
ing funding commitments that could 
have been lost had the project been 
delayed.

The project includes a $6 million fed-
eral Land and Water Conservation Fund 
grant awarded to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation in 
2024 for acquisition of the property. 

An additional approximately $5 mil-
lion in private donor pledges is being 
held by The Conservation Fund. Those 
donations were contingent upon Oak 
Hill becoming a Virginia state park and 
were not intended to support a local or 
regional park designation.

The project is also expected to uti-
lize between $5 million and $10 million 
from Virginia’s State Parks Acquisition 
and Development Fund. Under state law, 
those funds are reserved for acquiring 
and developing new state parks and can-
not be redirected to unrelated purposes.

Together, the federal, private and state 
commitments represent tens of millions 
of dollars dedicated to preserving Oak 
Hill for public use.

“Today’s action by the General 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 »
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SUBMITTED BY JOSHUA WOLINSKI,  
EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Your smartphone buzzes with an alert: 
Your budgeting app has spotted an unusu-
al spending pattern and suggests trans-
ferring $50 from your savings account to 
your checking account. Later that day, a 

robo-advisor automatically 
rebalances your investment 
portfolio. Welcome to the 
age of artificial intelligence 
(AI) in personal finance, 
where technology is reshap-
ing how we manage money.

What AI can do for 
your wallet. From tracking 

every latte to forecasting next month’s bills, 
AI-powered tools are making financial man-
agement more accessible than ever. Some 
apps categorize transactions automatically, 
while other platforms offer conversation-
al financial advice through text messages. 
These tools can monitor your credit score, 
suggest budget adjustments and even nego-
tiate lower bills on services like cable and 

internet.
The investing landscape has transformed 

as well. Robo-advisors use algorithms to 
build diversified portfolios, automatically 
rebalance holdings and apply strategies to 
minimize tax bills. Educational tools pow-
ered by AI can explain complex concepts 
through interactive games and simple ques-
tion-and-answer formats, making financial 
literacy more accessible.

Where AI falls short. Here’s what the 
algorithms can’t do: understand what truly 
matters to you.

AI doesn’t know whether you value sus-
tainable investing over maximum returns. 
It can’t weigh the emotional complexity of 
saving for a child’s education versus retir-
ing early. When sudden illness strikes or a 
job change upends your plans, AI lacks the 
context and empathy to guide you through 
those human moments.

Technology can crunch numbers bril-
liantly, but it can’t offer wisdom. It can’t 
replace human judgment, experience or 

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

AI in personal finance:  
The promise and the limits

JOSHUA
WOLINSKI

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

BY TIM JON 

Brooding, that’s it: given the hypothet-
ical challenge of coming up with a single 
word description of today’s subject mat-
ter, I could do far worse than this—but as 
you know, there’ll be much more. 

The somber visual presentation of an 
historic brick building, virtually surround-
ed by ancient headstones, mature (mostly 
leafless) trees, and a damp lawn carpeting 

a still and silent landscape, 
coupled with a grey over-
cast sky that melded into 
a low ground fog—all this 
left me feeling that time, 
and even space meant lit-
tle here, that I’d stepped 
out of our 21st Century 

vortex of overcrowded hurry, and into a 
portion of the universe that held scant 
need for chronology or physical appor-
tionment. 

“C’mon, Tim Jon—what’s in your coffee 
this morning?” Okay, I’ll admit, all this is 
perhaps a stretch for the reader’s imag-
ination, coming from one who’s lived in 
Loudoun County going on three decades, 

and as familiar with our current hustle 
and bustle lifestyle as most other local 
residents. 

Still, I was there—at that intersection of 
dimensions out in the relatively uncrowd-
ed, western expanse reaching as far as the 
Blue Ridge, and that heady description is 
certainly the encapsulation of my experi-
ence. 

Let’s start with how the discoveries 
unfolded: I was initially surprised at just 
how expansive the grounds around the old 
Ketoctin Church appeared. I was prepared 
for an historic, rural house of worship as 
the centerpiece, of course, and the corre-
sponding cemetery of much more modest 
means about the place—but this—the 
graveyard seemed to reach almost out to 
the horizon, an effect aided by darkened 
skies and mist that gave me the sense of 
enveloping the grounds in a blanket of 
heavenly material. 

Now, my cursory knowledge of the site, 
I’m sure, also added to my imagination’s 
free-ranging rendering of the morning’s 
events: the congregation of Ketoctin 

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: 
Ketoctin Church and Cemetery

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

TIM JON
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SCAN FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE!

250 YEARS OF 250 YEARS OF 
AMERICAN STRENGTHAMERICAN STRENGTH

 SPECIAL 250TH ANNVIVERSARY OFFER! 

CelebratingCelebrating

FULL ROOF REPLACEMENT
*Minimum Project $9900; Offer valid thru  Labor Day. 
*Special terms and conditions apply. 
*Must present coupon at  initial appointment.

40%  OFF*

QUALITY ROOFING. PEACE OF MIND.

PROVEN PROCESS

250 YEARS OF 250 YEARS OF 
AMERICAN STRENGTHAMERICAN STRENGTH

CelebratingCelebrating

60+ YEARS OF TRUST QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIPPEACEFUL EXPERIENCE

INSTALLATION COST

ROOFING    SIDING    WINDOWS    DOORS    SKYLIGHTS     COMPLETE GUTTER SYSTEM

SCAN FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE!

SCAN FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE!

SCAN FOR 
FREE ESTIMATE!

750+

 703-573-8000                          WWW.PONDROOFING.COM

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER PSY.D.

As a psychologist, I often meet parents 
who are genuinely per-
plexed by their child’s 
intense reactions to every-
day sounds. The whir of a 
vacuum cleaner, the roar 
of an airplane, or the crack 
of fireworks can trigger 
distress that seems far 
beyond what most would 
expect. For some children 

and teens, this is not simply a dislike of 
noise; it may signal sensory sensitivity or, 
in other cases, a condition called misopho-
nia.

Sensory Sensitivity vs. Misophonia: What’s the 
Difference?

Understanding the distinction between 
sensory sensitivity and misophonia is 
crucial, as each represents a unique 
experience and often calls for a different 
approach.

Sensory sensitivity refers to heightened 
responses to environmental sounds. Chil-
dren and teens with sensory sensitivity 
may react strongly to loud, sudden, or 

chaotic noises—like toilets flushing, sirens, 
or the bustle of crowded spaces. Their 
nervous system interprets these sounds as 
overwhelming or even painful, regardless 
of the source. Sometimes, sensory sensitiv-
ity is part of a broader sensory processing 
profile and may coexist with conditions 
such as anxiety, high-functioning autism, 
or ADHD—but not always.

Misophonia is marked by a strong emo-
tional reaction—often anger or disgust—to 
specific, repetitive human-generated 
sounds. Common triggers include chewing, 
yawning, tapping, or throat clearing. The 
issue is not the volume or unpredictability, 
but the particular quality and repetition of 
the sound. Misophonia can occur in chil-
dren and teens with otherwise typical sen-
sory processing, and may or may not occur 
alongside other conditions.

Real-Life Examples from Practice
To illustrate these differences, here are a 

few examples from my clinical work (iden-
tifying details have been changed):

•	 Max, age eight, covers his ears when-
ever he hears loud noises such as 
toilets flushing or airplanes overhead. 

Even in everyday settings, he becomes 
visibly anxious and seeks out quieter 
spaces. Max’s reactions are triggered 
by the volume and suddenness of 
sounds, not by any specific type of 
noise.

•	 Emma, age fourteen, wears head-
phones in social environments like 
school cafeterias or busy malls. She 
finds the mix of voices, music, and 
background noise overwhelming, and 
uses headphones to help her focus and 
feel comfortable. For Emma, it’s the 
overall sensory load that is difficult—
not individual sounds.

•	 Liam, age thirteen, cannot tolerate 
hearing others chew food, yawn, or talk 
with their mouths full. These specific 
sounds evoke immediate irritation 
and distress, prompting him to leave 
the room or ask others to stop. Liam’s 
reaction is not about loudness, but 
about particular human-generated 
noises.

Summer Challenges: Fireworks, Travel, and 
Community Events

Children with sensory 

sensitivities and those with misophonia 
often face extra difficulties during the 
summer months. Seasonal events tend to 
bring more noise and unpredictability:

•	 Fireworks on the Fourth of July can be 
distressing, due to their volume and 
suddenness.

•	 Lawn mowers, construction, and out-
door gatherings add to the sensory 
load.

•	 Airplane travel, cruise ships, and 
crowded beaches introduce unfamiliar 
and intense sounds.

•	 Social events may increase exposure 
to triggering noises, whether environ-
mental or human generated.

These challenges can lead to avoidance, 
anxiety, or behavioral struggles, making it 
harder for families to participate in sum-
mer activities.

Parent Guidance: Supporting Your Child
Whether your child’s reactions stem 

from sensory sensitivity or misophonia, 
there are practical ways to help:

1.	Prepare in Advance: Talk 
about upcoming events, describe 

— Ask Dr. Mike —
When Sounds Feel Too Big: Understanding Children’s Noise Sensitivity

DR. MIKE

Ask Dr. Mike

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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BY CHARLIE HOUSTON

A friend bemoaned the general ugli-
ness of new County buildings. What set 
him off was a rendering of the zillion-dol-
lar Western Loudoun Recreation Center. 
(Leesburg’s government buildings visually 
reference colonial architecture, though 
they are modern. Therefore, they look and 
fit better than Loudoun’s.)

His comment made me think compre-
hensively about local architecture. Not just 
public (i.e., government) architecture but 
private projects both commercial and res-
idential.  

Beauty First
Great architecture endures: the Parthe-

non, the Taj Mahal, Mount Vernon, Monti-
cello, along with Dulles Airport.  

Here’s a wild one: the Harbin Opera 
House. Inside and out, it’s astounding and 
outstanding. You’ve gotta Google it. Its 
world-renowned architect was Beijing’s 
Frank Ma. 

Skyscrapers
I love skyscrapers. The best are works of 

art. Think of New York’s Chrysler Building 
or its elegant Seagram Building. These 
towers were built many decades ago and 
still look great. Further afield, Goo-
gle the Petronas Towers in Malay-
sia. Those were once the world’s 
tallest and the steepled roofs echo the 
stupas of Buddhist temples. Stupendous! 
They were designed by famed architect 
Caesar Pelli who also did the renovated 
Reagan National Airport.

These will be timeless. 
Not all skyscrapers can make that claim. 

There’s a massive, missed opportunity in 
New York - One World Trade Center. It’s 
site, budget and historical reference to 9/11 
should have produced something exempla-
ry. Instead, we see a flat-topped structure 
topped by a very slender spike. It looks like 
a giant hypodermic needle. Ouch!

BY KEN FALKE

At the entrance of every military base, 
there are signs, statues, and symbols hon-
oring sacrifice. We rightly celebrate those 
who raised their right hand and volun-
teered to serve our nation in uniform.

But there is another group of volunteers 
in this country that rarely receives recog-
nition.

They don’t wear medals. They don’t 
stand in formation. Most people never 
know their names.

Yet without them, missions fail.
Since opening the Boulder Crest Founda-

tion, our volunteers have logged more than 
65,000 hours of service in support of our 
nation’s combat veterans, first respond-
ers, and their families. They wash dishes 
after long retreat days. They clean rooms 
between programs. They muck fields, 

maintain trails, move furniture, prepare 
meals, drive vehicles, fold shirts, answer 
phones, and do a thousand other tasks that 
keep our mission moving forward.

None of it is glamorous and all of it mat-
ters.

In a society increasingly obsessed with 
recognition, followers, and personal gain, 
volunteering remains one of the purest 
acts of citizenship. It is work done 
not for applause, but because some-
one else needs help. It is service 
without expectation of reward.

And that spirit is becoming dangerously 
rare.

For generations, Americans understood 
that communities are not sustained by 
government alone. They are held together 
by churches, civic organizations, neigh-
bors, parents, coaches, and ordinary cit-
izens willing to give their time freely for 
something larger than themselves.

They volunteer at Little League games. 
They staff food banks. They support vet-
eran’s organizations. They coach, mentor, 

BY MAYOR CHRIS BERTAUT
My opponent wrote that “water rates 

should never be political.” On that, we 
agree.

Reliable water and sewer service 
is essential. Infrastructure must be 
maintained, reserves protected, and 

long-term plans honored. We agree on 
those duties. We disagree that the only 
responsible path is to load increasing costs 
onto our citizens and businesses while 
overlooking other financial tools the Town 
can use.

My opponent offers a simple story: con-
sultants recommended higher rates, prior 
councils didn’t fully implement them, and 
today’s problems inevitably followed. The 
reality is more complex.

Purcellville’s utility challenges did not 
begin recently, but the historical record 
matters. When Mayor Kwasi Fraser took 
office, the Town carried $61 million in debt, 
that stemmed from decisions made before 

his administration, including roughly $35 
million for a wastewater treatment plant 
expansion approved for “future growth” 
when the facility was operating at about 
40% of capacity. 

When Mayor Bob Lazaro took office, 
Town debt was $10 million. 

Over the next eight years, the Fraser 
administration reduced overall Town debt 
by about $10 million while maintaining 
critical services and infrastructure. That is 
addressing reality, not avoiding it.

Utility rates were increased during the 
Fraser years when consultants recom-
mended adjustments. Those recommenda-
tions occurred amid relatively low inflation 
and significantly lower operating costs. 

PostCOVID conditions brought sharp 
increases in construction, materials, 
equipment, energy, labor, and regulatory 
compliance. Comparing preCOVID rec-
ommendations to today’s costs without 

BY PURCELLVILLE COUNCIL MEMBER SUSAN KHALIL

Virginia’s leaders have a message for 
their citizens: conserve water.

Take shorter showers. Delay watering the 
lawn. Be mindful of every gallon. The 
Commonwealth is facing drought 
conditions, and we are all being 

asked to do our part.
Fair enough.
Water is precious. Conservation is pru-

dent. Responsible stewardship of natural 
resources is a hallmark of good govern-
ment. 

But there is a problem.
The people issuing the warnings seem 

unwilling to apply the same principles 
when making decisions about develop-
ment.

Nowhere is that contradiction more 
apparent than in western Loudoun County.

For years, residents were told that the 

Comprehensive Plan mattered. They 
attended public meetings, participated in 
planning exercises, reviewed maps, debat-
ed land-use designations, and endured 
countless presentations from consultants 
and planning professionals. 

The promise was simple: growth would 
occur, but it would occur in a manner 
consistent with a long-term vision that 
preserved the rural character of western 
Loudoun while directing more intensive 
development elsewhere.

The Comprehensive Plan was presented 
not merely as a document but as a covenant 
between government and citizens.

Then came the Valley Commerce Center 
proposal.

Despite concerns regarding groundwater 
resources, traffic impacts, rural character, 
and consistency with the Comprehensive 
Plan, the Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors voted to approve a large-scale indus-
trial project in western Loudoun.

The message was unmistakable:
The Comprehensive Plan matters—until 

it doesn’t.

The Ugliness Around Us

The Hands That 
Hold the Mission 
Together

Water Rates Should Never Be 
Political—But Neither Should History

Drought Warnings 
and Development 
Dreams
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Dear Editor:
I am writing this letter to recognize 

and express my thanks for the excel-
lent work that is being done, behind 
the scenes at a couple of our local 
schools.

My family and I have seen two gen-
erations, our children and recently 
our grandchildren pass through Blue 
Ridge Middle School and Waterford 

Elementary School. 
Over the years we 
have attended many 

performances, plays, recognition and 
award ceremonies at both schools for 
the students, most recently our grand-
children.

Blue Ridge Middle School and 
Waterford Elementary School are two 
very fine schools with dedicated staff 
that quietly focus on educating, men-
toring and encouraging their students. 
This is not to say that there are not 
other great educators and schools in 
Loudoun, but these two schools are 
real gems that we have had firsthand 
experience with.

Brion Bell, Principal, Blue Ridge 
Middle School and Andrew Heironi-
mus, Principal at Waterford Elementa-
ry School, along with the rest of their 
wonderful staff, are excellent educa-
tors who are absolutely committed to 
their mission. 

They are upbeat, encouraging and 
gentle with the kids. They know their 
parents. They are not just educating 
the children, they are encouraging 
them and helping them to discover 
their niche, the places where they can 
excel and build confidence, affording 
all of the students opportunities to 
find success and be recognized for it.

All too often, we take for granted the 
good things that happen in life and we 
don’t realize that good things don’t 
happen by accident. It takes good peo-
ple working hard to make good things 
happen.

Thank you Principal Brion Bell, 
Principal Andrew Heironimus and 
your amazing staff for the great work 
that you do. Your students and their 
parents will remember you for the ded-
ication, kindness and respect you gave 
them. 

They will be able to look back 
through the years and recognize the 
educators and teachers who truly 
helped and inspired them. They will 
remember the ones who taught, 
encouraged, and guided them through 
the tough assignments and challeng-
ing seasons of growing up … I still 
remember mine.

Geary Higgins
Waterford, Virginia

Thank you!

LETTER

Veterans Land Rescue

Tree of Heaven Treatment Window 
Aug - Oct

Contact Us Now
Land Clearing

Invasive Species Removal
Fence Line & Property Line Clearing

Site Prep for Homes and Pasture

Schedule Your Site Visit

LAND GROOMING - TREE REMOVAL 

540-900-1888
www.veteransllc.us

before after

SUMMER SAVINGS 
Schedule Job Now for Special Rates

LAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc

NEW CUSTOM DECKS, REPAIRS & RENEW

• Trusted name in Loudoun since 1998
• Small company, attention to details
• Quality materials and craftsmanship
• Fully licensed & insured
• Competitive pricing, one job at a time
• We do HOA and county permits
• Thousands of local references
• Owner operator, no sub crews
• Call Mike today for FREE ESTIMATE

DECKS • PORCHES • GAZEBOS
FREE ESTIMATES

703-723-7676
www.virginiadeckandpatio.com 

virginiadeck@yahoo.com
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Editor’s Note: Published before June 30 
hearing outcome

BY VALERIE CURY

A Loudoun County Circuit Court judge 
will hear arguments June 30 on whether 
Purcellville Vice Mayor Ben Nett should be 
permanently removed from office, follow-
ing a motion filed by Special Prosecutor Eric 
Olsen. 

Olsen has filed a motion asking the court 
to vacate or set aside the verdict and remove 
Nett from office following a six-day jury trial 
held in April. In response, Nett’s attorney, 
Jennifer L. McGovern, has filed a memoran-
dum opposing the motion and arguing that 
Olsen agreed to the very verdict form he now 
challenges.

The dispute centers on how jurors were 
instructed to decide whether Nett should be 
removed from office under Virginia law.

McGovern states that the court reviewed 
Virginia Code sections 24.2-233 and 24.2-
235 and concluded that even if jurors found 
by clear and convincing evidence that Nett 
committed one of the violations alleged by 
the Commonwealth, the jury still retained 
the authority to determine whether removal 
from office was warranted.

The court subsequently proposed a sixth 
verdict form addressing that question.

According to the defense filing, prosecu-
tors not only failed to object to the proposed 
verdict form but agreed that it correctly 
reflected the law.

“The Court raised the issue and the 
removal verdict form. The Commonwealth 
not only did not object to the removal ver-
dict form, it agreed that this was a correct 
interpretation of the relevant statutory pro-
visions,” McGovern wrote.

The filing further states that several days 
passed between the court’s initial discussion 
of the issue and the final jury instructions. 
During that time, both sides continued pre-
paring for trial, submitted proposed jury 
instructions and verdict forms, and partici-
pated in discussions with the court regarding 
the final language that would be provided to 
jurors.

McGovern argues that the prosecutor 
again agreed to the removal verdict form 
during those proceedings and did not raise 
any objection before the case was submitted 
to the jury.

Now, following the verdict, Olsen is ask-
ing the court to find that the removal verdict 
form should not have been given to the jury 
and that Nett should be removed from office.

McGovern contends that argument comes 
too late.

“By agreeing to the removal verdict form 
on multiple occasions over multiple days 
without raising any objection thereto, the 
Commonwealth waived its argument chal-
lenging the removal verdict form,” she wrote.

The defense filing cites Virginia Supreme 
Court precedent holding that jury instruc-
tions and verdict forms given without 
objection become the “law of the case” and 
are binding on the parties, even if one side 
later believes the instruction may have been 
incorrect.

McGovern also argues that the verdict 
form was not designed to mislead jurors 
because it originated with the court rather 
than either party.

“The form in Nett’s case was proposed 
by the Court rather than by either party, 
demonstrating its neutrality and that it was 
not calculated or designed to mislead the 
jury into a finding one way or another,” the 
filing states.

In his motion, Olsen argues that he pre-
viously agreed to the removal verdict form 
when the issue was raised during trial and 

571.206.0176
appletoncampbell.com

Built on Trust Since 1976

Appleton Campbell 

delivered outstanding 

HVAC service. Professional, 

knowledgeable, and 

efficient. Our AC unit 

and coil replacement was 

seamless, clearly explained, 

and left spotless. Highly 

recommend!

02204 AC_July26_Print.indd   202204 AC_July26_Print.indd   2 4/22/26   4:29 PM4/22/26   4:29 PM

• ISA Certified Arborist
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
•  Stump Grinding

530 E. G Street • Purcellville, VA 20132
arbogast6@aol.com 

540-338-5714
Cell 540-454-0514
Cell 540-454-2832

Serv ing  Count ies of  Loud oun, 
Fa uq u ier a nd  Cla rke

Nett Attorney Says Prosecutor Agreed  
to Verdict Form He Now Challenges
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BY VALERIE CURY

Concerns over data centers, transmission 
lines, growth and the preservation of west-
ern Loudoun County’s rural character dom-
inated a town hall hosted by U.S. Rep. Suhas 
Subramanyam, D-Va., at Harmony Middle 
School on June 22.

Subramanyam was joined by Ash Jain, 
a senior fellow with the Atlantic Council 
and former State Department official. Jain 
participated in portions of the town hall, 
helping answer audience questions on inter-
national affairs and national security issues.

The event drew residents from across 
Loudoun County, who questioned the con-
gressman on issues ranging from energy 
infrastructure and housing to the national 
debt, health care, artificial intelligence and 
immigration.

Much of the evening focused on the impact 
data center growth in eastern Loudoun is 
having on communities farther west.

Early in the meeting, a Loudoun resident 
noted that the county has approved hun-
dreds of data centers and questioned the 
need for additional overhead transmission 
lines, urging elected officials to support 
underground infrastructure instead.

Subramanyam agreed, arguing that data 
center operators should bear more respon-
sibility for the infrastructure required to 
support their facilities.

“If the data centers want to come here, 
that’s great, they should be paying for their 
own power infrastructure, and they should 
be paying for the undergrounding on these 
lines, not us,” he said.

The congressman also reiterated his 
opposition to continued data center expan-
sion in Northern Virginia.

“One is just, we’re building way too many 
in our community,” Subramanyam said. “I 
don’t think we should be building them here 
anymore.”

Lovettsville resident Theresa Ghiorzi 
delivered one of the evening’s most point-
ed appeals, warning that western Loudoun 
communities are increasingly being asked to 
absorb the infrastructure needed to support 

development elsewhere in the county.
“We do not want to be a 600-foot-wide 

infrastructure corridor for eastern Loudoun 
County,” Ghiorzi said.

Ghiorzi described concerns about pro-
posed transmission lines, electric grid 
reliability and the concentration of infra-
structure supporting the region’s growing 
data center industry. She urged federal offi-
cials to explore new technologies and pol-
icies that would encourage underground 
transmission lines rather than additional 
overhead corridors through rural western 
Loudoun.

Subramanyam thanked Ghiorzi for her 
suggestions and said his office would review 
the ideas she raised.

Questions about growth pressures and the 
future of western Loudoun resurfaced later 
in the evening when Purcellville resident 
Dan Carvill addressed the congressman.

Carvill said residents in western Loudoun 
are increasingly concerned that devel-
opment pressures originating in eastern 
Loudoun are spreading westward as avail-
able land becomes scarcer.

“We’ve had all these data centers blowing 
up in Ashburn and Sterling,” Carvill said. 
“One of the byproducts people will remem-
ber when looking at this is now because we 
have all this square footage that’s pushed 
out. A lot of development now seems to be 
pushing out into western Loudoun.”

Carvill said the area is already facing pres-
sure for additional housing and industrial 
development while also confronting con-
cerns about water availability and the pres-
ervation of rural communities.

“We have all this infrastructure because 
it’s being pushed out in one area, it’s being 
pushed out here, but yet we don’t necessari-
ly have a lot of the natural resources here in 
this area to cover that,” he said.

Noting projections that Northern Virginia 
could add hundreds of thousands of homes 
over the next decade, Carvill questioned 
whether the region has sufficient resources 
to sustain that growth.

“We don’t have the wells, we don’t have 
the water, and we’re also seeing our rural 

Data Centers, Growth Concerns 
Dominate Subramanyam Town Hall
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Hank Speckhardt today announced his 
candidacy for Purcellville Town Coun-
cil, saying he hopes to help preserve the 
town’s small-town character, strengthen 
fiscal responsibility, and ensure residents 
guide decisions shaping the communi-
ty’s future.

Speckhardt grew up in a small town in 
upstate New York and spent more than 
two decades in the insurance indus-
try, ultimately owning and operating 
his own agency. After selling that busi-
ness and another company he founded, 
he describes himself as a semi-retired 
entrepreneur seeking to apply his expe-
rience in service to the community he 
now calls home.

He moved to Purcellville to be closer to 
his mother, a longtime resident, follow-
ing the passing of his father, and said he 

quickly developed a strong appreciation 
for the town’s close-knit atmosphere, 
history, and quality of life.

“I came to Purcellville because it feels 
like a real community,” Speckhardt said. 
“It has a character and quality of life that 
is increasingly rare, and I believe it is 
something worth protecting, not replac-
ing.”

Speckhardt said one of the most 
pressing issues facing the town is the 
continued pressure for annexation and 
large-scale development proposals that 
he believes could significantly alter Pur-
cellville’s character while moving the 
town away from the vision many resi-
dents value.

“Some of the proposals being dis-
cussed would fundamentally change 

For most of my life, I have watched Pur-
cellville grow and change. Some things 
have changed for the better. Others have 
reminded us how important it is to protect 
the character and values that have made 
this community such a special place to 
call home.

My family’s roots in the Loudoun Val-
ley go back to the 1760s, when Quaker 
families, including my ancestors, settled 
here to farm the fertile land of western 
Loudoun County. The land has always 
been an important part of my life and has 
shaped my belief in stewardship, hard 
work, self-reliance, and responsibility to 
future generations.

I graduated from Loudoun Valley High 
School in 1966 and later earned a degree 
from Guilford College in North Carolina. 
After spending nearly a decade working 

in apple and cherry orchards in Michigan, 
I returned home to Purcellville to con-
tinue farming. Encouraged by my father, 
I began growing blackberries and even-
tually expanded into apples, peaches, 
vegetables, pumpkins, strawberries, and 
Christmas trees.

My wife, Uta, shares my love of agricul-
ture and conservation. Together, we have 
dedicated our lives to preserving our farm 
and the rural heritage that defines this 
part of Loudoun County.

Years ago, approximately 40 acres of 
our property were zoned for hundreds 
of townhouses. Instead of pursuing 
development, I chose to place the entire 
90-acre farm into conservation easement. 
I did so because I believe there are some 
things more important than maximizing 

On June 29, Mayor Chris Bertaut 
announced his campaign for re-election, 
pledging to continue fighting for respon-
sible growth, fiscal stewardship, more 
efficient and accountable government, 
and the preservation of the small-town 
character that makes Purcellville unique.

Bertaut, a Purcellville resident for 
more than two decades, said he is seek-
ing another term because he believes the 
town stands at a crossroads, with deci-
sions being made today that will deter-
mine Purcellville’s future for generations.

“Over the past several years, I have 
worked to keep the promises I made,” 
Bertaut said. “I said I would stand up for 

responsible growth, protect taxpayers, 
preserve our small-town character, and 
follow the vision residents established 
through the Comprehensive Plan. That is 
exactly what I have done.”

He supported the Town’s updated Zon-
ing Ordinance following years of public 
input, voted to remove the Northern Col-
lector Road from the Townwide Trans-
portation Plan, and opposed annexation 
proposals he believed would fundamen-
tally alter the character of the community.

“Purcellville is constantly facing pres-
sure to grow beyond what residents envi-
sioned,” Bertaut said. “My position has 

Greg Paris has announced that he is 
seeking a seat on the Purcellville Town 
Council, citing concerns about increas-
ing development pressure, infrastructure 
demands, and the need to preserve the 
small-town character that makes Purcell-
ville unique.

Paris said he is running because he 
believes the decisions being made today 
will shape the future of Purcellville for 
generations.

“Like many residents, I chose Purcell-
ville because it is different,” Paris said. “It 
has a strong sense of community, a his-
toric downtown, beautiful open spaces, 
and neighborhoods where families know 

their neighbors. Those qualities are worth 
protecting.”

Originally from Hershey, Pennsylva-
nia, Paris grew up in a small town where 
children spent their days riding bicycles 
through the neighborhood, playing pick-
up games with friends, and enjoying a 
close-knit community atmosphere.

One of his earliest lessons about 
local government came when residents 
organized to oppose a large residential 
development planned for one of the com-
munity’s largest farms.

“I remember watching neighbors come 
together to protect the character of our 

Mayor Chris Bertaut 
Launches Re-Election 
Campaign: “Keep 
Purcellville, Purcellville”

Hank Speckhardt 
Runs to Protect 
Purcellville’s Future

Greg Paris Announces 
Candidacy, Pledges to 
Protect Purcellville

Sam Brown 
Announces Candidacy 
for Town Council

TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE CANDIDATE’S CORNER

Editor’s Note: The following campaign announcements were submitted to us by the candidates when 
they announced their campaigns. Several other candidates announced their candidacies earlier this 

year but did not submit campaign announcements to us for publication. As a community newspaper, 
we welcome campaign press releases announcing candidacies for local office.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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well-known restaurants, including Tus-
carora Mill, Magnolias at the Mill, South 
Street Under and Fire Works Pizza, helping 
establish Loudoun County as a destination 
for both residents and visitors seeking 
locally owned dining experiences.

Located in the heart of downtown Lees-
burg near the Loudoun County Court-
house, the King Street property has long 
been a fixture in the town’s hospitality 
and nightlife scene. The planned transfor-
mation into an Irish pub will add another 
dining and gathering place to the historic 
district, which continues to attract resi-
dents and visitors alike.

The project also reflects continued con-
fidence in downtown Leesburg’s econom-
ic vitality and appeal. Local restaurants, 
shops and entertainment venues remain 
a key part of the town’s identity, drawing 
customers from across Loudoun County 
and the broader Northern Virginia region.

Renovation work is expected to begin 
this summer, with the Malone family 
planning to welcome guests in fall 2026 
and bring what they describe as “a little 
piece of Ireland” to downtown Leesburg. 
Additional details, including the restau-
rant’s name, menu offerings and opening 
date, are expected to be announced in the 
coming months.

Locally Owned and 
Operated

1 Hour Curbside 
Pickup

Self-Service 
Pet Wash 

Full-Service 
Grooming

120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6   |   540.299.7959  

of Purcellville

Delivery
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KEVIN MALONE’S DREAM, CON’T. FROM PAGE 3
This is where the Governor’s drought 

warnings become difficult to take seriously.
One cannot simultaneously tell citizens 

that water scarcity is a pressing concern 
while approving development patterns 
that place additional pressure on the very 
resources being described as vulnerable.

It is a peculiar form of environmental-
ism.

Citizens are asked to conserve. Govern-
ment is permitted to consume. Residents 
are told to skip watering their gardens.

Developers are invited to increase 
demand on aquifers. Homeowners are 
encouraged to think about every gallon.

Government approves projects that 
require millions more. The irony would be 
amusing if it were not so consequential.

What makes this particularly frustrating 
is that many of the same political leaders 
who describe themselves as champions 
of environmental justice, sustainability, 
climate resilience, and resource conserva-
tion seem remarkably comfortable setting 
those principles aside when so-called eco-
nomic development opportunities appear.

Apparently, sustainability is an absolute 
principle—except when it becomes incon-
venient.

One begins to suspect that some pol-
icymakers view conservation the way 

medieval monarchs viewed taxation—nec-
essary for everyone else.

The deeper issue, however, is not water.
It is trust.
Planning is fundamentally an exercise in 

public trust. Citizens agree to participate in 
the process because they believe the out-
come will matter. They invest their time, 
energy, and faith in the belief that govern-
ment intends to honor the plans it adopts.

When those plans are disregarded, the 
damage extends far beyond any individual 
project.

People begin to wonder why they partic-
ipated in the first place.

Why attend public meetings? Why pro-
vide comments? Why spend years crafting 
a Comprehensive Plan if elected officials 
can simply discard it whenever political 
convenience demands?

Cynicism is one consequence. Irrevers-
ible change is another.

Cynicism weakens public confidence in 
institutions. It undermines civic participa-
tion. It convinces citizens that decisions 
have already been made before the public 
hearing even begins.

Western Loudoun has spent more than 
fifteen years resisting the very pattern of 
development that transformed eastern 
Loudoun. Residents repeatedly expressed 
a preference for slower growth, agricultural 

preservation, open space, and rural charac-
ter. 

Whether one agrees with that vision or 
not, it is the vision reflected in the County’s 
own planning documents.

If government no longer intends to fol-
low that vision, it should at least have the 
honesty to admit it.

What it should not do is continue 
presenting itself as a guardian of envi-
ronmental stewardship while simultane-
ously approving projects that place greater 
demands on finite natural resources.

Droughts are not merely weather events.
They are stress tests.
They reveal whether our policies align 

with our rhetoric.
If water scarcity is serious enough to 

warrant statewide warnings, then it should 
be serious enough to influence local land-
use decisions.

Otherwise, conservation becomes little 
more than a slogan.

The Governor is right about one thing: 
water matters. But real conservation begins 
not with shorter showers.

It begins with leaders having the cour-
age to make decisions consistent with the 
warnings they issue.

Anything less is simply asking the public 
to conserve what government is unwilling 
to protect.

OPINION: DROUGHT WARNINGS, CON’T. FROM PAGE 6
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Celebrating 250 Years of 
Freedom, Opportunity and 
Community

In 2026, Americans across the 
nation are celebrating a remarkable 
milestone—the 250th anniversary 
of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence and the birth of the 
United States of America.

For a quarter of a millennium, 
our nation has endured challenges, 
embraced opportunities and con-
tinued to strive toward the ideals of 
liberty, self-government and indi-
vidual freedom established by our 
Founding Fathers in 1776. 

While much has changed over 
the past 250 years, the principles 
that inspired the nation’s founding 
remain as relevant today as they 
were when America’s first patriots 
pledged their lives, fortunes and 
sacred honor in pursuit of indepen-
dence.

In Loudoun County, history is 
never far away. Long before mod-
ern highways and technology con-
nected our communities, the region 
played an important role in the story 
of early America. From historic vil-
lages and churches to centuries-old 
farms and homes, reminders of our 
nation’s past can be found through-
out Loudoun and beyond.

The same spirit of determina-
tion and hard work that helped 
build America continues to thrive 
in our local communities today. 
Family-owned businesses, farm-
ers, entrepreneurs, veterans, civic 
organizations and volunteers all 

contribute to the strength and 
character of Loudoun County. Their 
efforts help preserve the values 
that have sustained our nation for 
generations—service, innovation, 
responsibility and a commitment to 
community.

As we commemorate America’s 
Semiquincentennial, this special 
section recognizes not only our 
nation’s history but also the peo-
ple and businesses that continue to 
shape its future. 

The advertisements and messag-
es that follow reflect the diverse 
organizations, local enterprises and 
community leaders who help make 
Loudoun County a vibrant place to 
live, to work and to raise a family.

The 250th anniversary offers an 
opportunity to reflect on where we 
have been, appreciate the freedoms 
we enjoy and look ahead to the gen-
erations who will carry the Ameri-
can story forward. 

It is a time to celebrate our shared 
heritage, honor those who came 
before us and recommit ourselves to 
the ideals that have united Ameri-
cans for two and a half centuries.

As communities throughout 
Loudoun gather for parades, fes-
tivals, commemorations and fam-
ily celebrations, we invite readers 
to join in recognizing this historic 
occasion and the enduring spirit of 
America.

Happy 250th Birthday, America.
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Relax and 
Be Free.

Compassionate, reliable  
in-home care from fellow  
seniors who truly understand 
your needs – right from the 
comfort of your home.

Trusted Care for You 
and Your Loved Ones

Call today to learn how we can help: 571-680-1701
Seniors Helping Seniors Loudoun County

SHSLoudounVA.com

A simple cup of coffee can do more than 
start the day—it can create opportunities, 
build confidence, and bring people togeth-
er.

SimplyBe Coffee celebrated the grand 
opening of its newest location with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony June 25 at Giant 
Food, 1000 E. Main Street in Purcellville. 
Community members, local leaders, and 
supporters gathered to welcome a busi-
ness whose mission extends far beyond 
serving coffee.

SimplyBe Coffee is built on the belief 
that everyone has unique talents to share. 
By creating meaningful employment 
opportunities and fostering an inclu-
sive workplace, the company helps team 
members develop skills, build confidence, 
and make lasting connections within the 

community. 
Customers quickly discover that the 

warm smiles behind the counter are every 
bit as memorable as the coffee itself.

The new location offers residents anoth-
er place to gather, connect, and enjoy a 
cup of coffee while supporting a business 
dedicated to helping people reach their 
full potential. 

The ribbon cutting marked not just the 
opening of a new shop, but the continued 
growth of a mission rooted in dignity, pur-
pose, and belonging.

SimplyBe Coffee at Giant Food is open 
Monday through Saturday from 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Whether stopping by for a morning 
coffee or an afternoon treat, customers 
will find a welcoming atmosphere where 
every cup is served with care.

Have You Had Your Coffee Yet?
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BY VALERIE CURY

The Purcellville Town Council voted 
unanimously June 9 to codify a multi-year 
utility rate schedule intended to help fund 
future water and wastewater infrastructure 
needs while strengthening the town’s posi-
tion when pursuing grants and other outside 
funding opportunities.

The measure passed 6-0.
Interim Town Manager Tony Sabio said 

the rate schedule grew out of discussions 
regarding the town’s long-term capital 
improvement needs, including major utility 
projects such as improvements associated 
with the Short Hill Water Plant.

Sabio told council members that short-
ly after arriving in Purcellville, he met with 
Loudoun County Administrator Tim Hem-
street to discuss the town’s infrastructure 
priorities and future funding opportunities.

According to Sabio, Hemstreet indicated 
that local governments seeking assistance 
for major infrastructure projects are often 
expected to demonstrate a commitment to 
addressing their own long-term financial 
needs.

“This is a first step to course-correcting 

our relationship with the county,” Sabio said. 
“We did our part to move in this direction, 
and what do we need to do to obtain these 
grants that we need? This gives me a tool to 
have that conversation.”

Sabio said the multi-year rate plan and 
the town’s Capital Improvement Plan were 
developed together to provide a framework 
for addressing future utility infrastructure 
requirements.

Council Member Susan Khalil said she 
would support codifying the schedule despite 
concerns about the projected increases.

“It is a hard pill to swallow with the rates 
for next year,” Khalil said.

Khalil expressed optimism that careful 
management of operating expenses, com-
petitive bidding for planned projects and the 
pursuit of outside funding could help reduce 
future costs.

“I really will do all I can do to see what can 
be done so what we are looking at here would 
be the worst-case scenario,” Khalil said.

Mayor Chris Bertaut also emphasized 
that the projections assume major capi-
tal projects would be funded through cash 

Purcellville Council Codifies 
Multi-Year Utility Rate Schedule

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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clean, repair, build, and show up when needed.
Today, too many people are consumers of community 

rather than contributors to it.
We see it everywhere. People ask what benefits they 

receive before asking how they can help. We have raised 
generations fluent in complaint but often unfamiliar with 
sacrifice. Social media has convinced many that visibility 
is the same thing as value, while the quiet work that truly 
sustains communities often goes unnoticed.

But institutions like Boulder Crest survive because 
some Americans still understand an old truth: freedom 
and community are not self-sustaining. Someone must 
carry the load.

What humbles me most is that many of our volunteers 
are not wealthy donors or retirees with endless free time. 
Some are working parents. Some are veterans still healing 
themselves. Some drive hours just to spend a day doing 
manual labor in support of people they may never meet.

And they keep showing up. Not because it is easy, but 
because it matters and there is something profoundly 
American about that.

At Boulder Crest, we often talk about Posttraumatic 
Growth—the idea that struggle can produce strength, 
wisdom, and purpose. Our volunteers embody that prin-
ciple every single day. They remind us that healing does 
not happen through programs alone. It happens through 
human connection. Through people willing to serve one 
another. Through communities built not on transactions, 
but on shared responsibility.

A veteran attending one of our programs may never 
know who cleaned the room before they arrived. A strug-
gling first responder may never meet the volunteer who 
prepared their meals. A family member finding hope 
again may never see the person who spent hours main-
taining the property so it could remain a peaceful place 
of healing.

And those acts matter. The smallest acts of service 
often create the biggest impact. The challenge now is 
whether the next generation will continue this tradition.

Will they understand that citizenship requires par-
ticipation? Will they recognize that strong communi-
ties demand contribution, not just consumption? Will 
they discover the fulfillment that comes not from being 
served, but from serving others?

I believe they can, but we must teach it. We must model 
it. And we must celebrate it.

Too often, our culture celebrates celebrity over char-
acter and influence over integrity. We tell young people 
to build a brand before they have built a sense of respon-
sibility. 

Yet the people who truly change communities are rare-
ly the loudest voices in the room. They are the ones quiet-
ly stacking chairs after events, mentoring kids after work, 
serving meals, cleaning facilities, and stepping forward 
when nobody else does.

That is where real leadership lives.
Sixty-five thousand volunteer hours is more than a sta-

tistic. It represents thousands of individual decisions by 
ordinary people to put mission before self. It represents 
sweat, sacrifice, humility, and compassion. It represents 
Americans refusing to surrender the idea that we owe 
something to one another. And in a divided and distract-
ed nation, that may matter now more than ever.

OPINION: THE HANDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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Sylvia Glass (D-Broad Run), Mike Turner 
(D-Ashburn), Koran Saines (D-Sterling), 
Matt Letourneau (R-Dulles) voted in favor 
of the rezoning application. Chair Phyllis 
Randall (D-At Large), Juli Briskman (D-Al-
gonkian) and Laura TeKrony (D-Little 
River) voted no.

The 117.07-acre site at 17110 Purcellville 
Road lies within the Purcellville Joint Land 
Management Area, just outside town lim-
its.  

The proposal seeks to rezone the proper-
ty from JLMA-3 to Planned Development–
Industrial Park, allowing up to 986,000 
square feet of industrial development.

Revised plans reduce overall square foot-
age by nearly 289,000 square feet from ear-
lier versions and lower building heights to 
32 feet on the western portion of the site 
and 40 feet on the eastern side. The pro-
posal also includes a 358-foot setback from 
the nearest residence and a 60-foot refor-
estation buffer.

The applicant has designated approxi-
mately 300,000 square feet—about 30% of 
the project—for warehouse or storage uses, 
saying these are intended to reduce overall 
water demand.     

The proposal includes a private water 
system capable of producing up to 74,880 
gallons per day, though state regulations 
would limit permitted withdrawals to 
43,680 gallons per day. 

Senior Planner and Project Manager 
Rachael Iwanczuk said that if the prop-
erty remained zoned at one dwelling per 
three acres, estimated water usage would 
be 13,650 gallons per day. By comparison, 
if developed at the density of the nearby 
Mayfair community (five dwelling units per 
acre), estimated daily water usage would 
rise to about 204,750 gallons, she said.

Iwanczuk noted that Mayfair Industrial 
contains 246,299 square feet of industrial 
space, compared with 12,000 square feet at 
St. Francis Court, located outside the town 
limits across Rt. 7.

An additional secondary well could pro-
vide an estimated 15,000 to 20,000 gallons 
per day, and the project would include 
on-site wastewater treatment.

The applicant has updated its proffers to 
extend off-site well monitoring for nearby 
properties to five years, tied to the issuance 
of certificates of occupancy. Monitoring 
would begin after at least 300,000 square 
feet of non-warehouse and storage uses are 
completed and continue through buildout 
of up to 493,000 square feet.

The development is projected to gener-
ate 3,086 weekly vehicle trips. Iwanczuk 
said 2030 traffic volumes at Hirst Road and 
Rt. 690 are projected at 1,090 westbound, 

220 northbound, and 870 southbound 
vehicles without the project.

Iwanczuk said the proposal is inconsis-
tent with the development pattern and 
land-use guidance for the Purcellville Joint 
Land Management Area Rural Neighbor-
hood Place Type outlined in the Loudoun 
County 2019 General Plan.

She said the designation is intended to 
support low-density, large-lot and clus-
tered residential development, as well as 
agricultural and rural economy uses. Coun-
ty consultants also found the proposed 
industrial uses are not adequately miti-
gated given their proximity to residential 
areas, and cited a reasonable potential for 
off-site water impacts.

County staff continued to recommend 
denial of the application.

The public hearing drew a large number 
of speakers.

Purcellville Mayor Chris Bertaut said 
he has heard from residents of Purcell-
ville and surrounding areas that “all are 
opposed to the project.” He added, “These 
are the people who will be most affected by 
this if you approve this project,” and said, 
“It’s impossible to reconcile approval of 
this project with the county’s General Plan 
and the town’s Comprehensive Plan for the 
area adjacent to the town, which call for 
less intensive uses that complement the 
rural character of the area surrounding the 
town.”

He said a recent survey of residents in 
surrounding areas showed 93% opposed 
the project. 

“A sextuple increase in the industrial 
space over that provided inside the Town 
of Purcellville is simply not needed and will 
lead to the hollowing out of the commer-
cial areas of the town,” he said.

Council member Susan Khalil said, 
“Approving this application would disre-
gard the residents who are the foundation 
of our town.”

She noted that the project is “clearly 
inconsistent with both the county and Pur-
cellville’s comprehensive plans.”

Khalil also said the risks are “straight-
forward,” adding that approving the appli-
cation could put additional strain on the 
water supply and increase traffic in an area 
that already presents safety concerns.

Council member Caleb Stought, who 
on Jan. 8, 2025, voted against ending the 
annexation process for the Valley Com-
merce Center, said, “This land is not a suit-
able location for this type of project.”

He said the Rt. 7/690 interchange should 
not be used as an excuse to build the Val-
ley Commerce Center, noting that the 
interchange is being built to address cur-
rent traffic problems. He said using it as 

1M-SQ.-FT. INDUSTRIAL APPROVED,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

10% SAVINGS 
ON TREE 
WORK

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A
www.HillingAndSons.com

Curt Hilling   
540-287-1970 

Tree pruning  
is an essential 
annual practice.

• Prune dead, 
diseased, 
or unsafe branches from your 
trees to protect you, your home, and your 
belongings.

• Smart maintenance will influence the 
structure and shape of the tree in the future.

• Trim lifeless branches so they don’t succumb 
to winter snow and winds!
Get scheduled now by visiting our website 
where you’ll find our free estimate form and 
even request free wood chips.

Hilling & Sons  
Offer the  

Expertise You 
Need

 Offer valid through 7/31/26

FREE 
ESTIMATES

18	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 JULY 2026



did not have sufficient time to fully research 
the legal question at that moment.

Nett’s attorney, Jennifer L. McGovern, 
disputes that characterization, writing that 
Olsen had several days to research the issue 
before jury instructions were finalized.

“To the extent Mr. Olsen argues that he 
previously agreed to the Removal Verdict 
Form because he was required to think on 
his feet and did not have time to research 
the issue, not only did he have several 
days to research the issue prior to the jury 
instructions being read to the jury, but 
having to think on one’s feet is a necessary 
component of litigation,” McGovern wrote.

McGovern maintains that the verdict 
form accurately reflected Virginia law 
and that jurors possessed the authority to 
decide whether removal from office was 
warranted.

“It is within the jury’s discretion to 
determine whether removal is warranted 
by clear and convincing evidence under 
Virginia Code § 24.2-233,” the filing states.

On June 30, the court is scheduled to 
determine whether the Commonwealth 
can challenge a verdict form it previously 
agreed to and whether the jury’s verdict 
should remain intact.

The case is the latest development in a 
series of legal proceedings involving Nett.

He is currently suspended from office 
under Senate Bill 648, legislation approved 
by the Virginia General Assembly earlier 
this year and signed into law by Governor 
Abigail Spanberger. 

The law applies to towns within Plan-
ning District 8, which is only the Town of 
Purcellville, with populations between 
8,000 and 10,000 residents and requires the 
suspension of elected officials while felony 
criminal charges remain pending.

Prior to his suspension, Nett was part 
of a 4-3 majority on the Purcellville Town 
Council. His suspension created a 3-3 split 
among the remaining council members.

Nett has denied wrongdoing and contin-
ues to contest both the criminal allegations 
against him and efforts to permanently 
remove him from office.

On June 22, Nett’s attorney, Ryan Camp-
bell, filed a Writ of Prohibition with the 
Virginia Supreme Court challenging Sen-
ate Bill 648. According to the filing, Nett 
argues the law is an unconstitutional bill of 
attainder in violation of both the Virginia 
Constitution and the U.S. Constitution.

Nett has also publicly alleged that the 
legal actions against him are part of a 
broad criminal conspiracy. He has stated 
that he has met with the FBI and has called 
for a U.S. Department of Justice civil rights 
investigation.

NETT ATTORNEY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 DATA CENTERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 PURCELLVILLE COUNCIL CODIFIES,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

character kind of being butchered up here in west-
ern Loudoun,” Carvill said.

He asked what role the federal government 
could play in helping communities protect water 
resources and prevent western Loudoun from 
becoming “another Ashburn.”

Subramanyam acknowledged that most land-
use decisions are made at the local level but said 
he supports efforts to preserve western Loudoun’s 
unique identity.

He added that western Loudoun remains one of 
the region’s defining assets.

“We have the East—there’s a lot to offer in the 
East—but then we have the West, which is so 
unique and so beautiful that way,” Subramanyam 
said.

Subramanyam acknowledged that most land-
use decisions are made at the local level but said 
he supports efforts to preserve western Loudoun’s 
unique identity.

“I think the community here agrees that we 
want to protect the rural character,” he said. “I 
think the community should be listened to.”

While local growth concerns generated some 
of the strongest reactions from attendees, resi-
dents also raised questions about broader national 
issues.

One resident questioned how Congress plans 
to address the nation’s growing debt, which he 
described as approaching $40 trillion. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

reserves or borrowing, while town 
officials continue to pursue grants 
and other funding sources.

“When we create a budget that 
says we are going to be spending 
$20 million to $30 million on capital 
improvement projects, we have to 
assume for the sake of the modeling 
utilities that all of that will be funded 
through either cash or loans,” Bertaut 
said. “However, we are in the back-
ground aggressively pursuing other 
funding sources, including grants.”

Under the codified schedule, water 
and sewer rates would increase 
according to the following projec-
tions:
•	 FY 2027: 16.5% water, 14.5% 

sewer (previously adopted)
•	 FY 2028: 35% water, 32% sewer
•	 FY 2029: 35% water, 19% sewer
•	 FY 2030: 35% water, 3.5% sewer
•	 FY 2031: 25% water, 3% sewer
•	 FY 2032: 7% water, 3% sewer

Town officials noted the projec-
tions could change in future years 
depending on grant awards, outside 
funding sources, project costs and 
technological advancements that 
may reduce infrastructure expenses.
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SUMMER SPECIAL

She noted that Loudoun County 
remains one of Virginia’s most significant 
agricultural regions despite continued 
development pressures. Perry said the 
county has one of the Commonwealth’s 
most diverse farming communities, 
including large numbers of new, veteran, 
women and minority farmers.

Perry also described the legislation as 
a foundational step that will allow pol-
icymakers, agricultural organizations 
and energy stakeholders to build future 
programs and incentives around a shared 
definition of agrivoltaics.

Spanberger said the legislation 
addresses both Virginia’s growing energy 
demands and the need to keep farmland 
in production.

“Agrivoltaics is one of these solutions,” 
Spanberger said. “The idea is simple: you 
put solar panels on farmland in a way 
that keeps that land in production.”

“The farmer gets supplemental income 
and lower energy bills. The grid gets 
clean power, and nobody has to choose 
between feeding people and powering 
communities,” she added.

The governor said establishing a legal 
definition in Virginia code will help pro-
vide certainty for farmers, developers 
and policymakers while helping prevent 
future disputes over how agricultural 
land can be used in solar agreements.

Without a clear definition, Spanberg-
er said, some farmers elsewhere have 
entered agreements expecting land to 
remain in agricultural production only 
to later discover that solar develop-
ment plans could significantly alter how 
the property was used. The new law is 
intended to ensure agricultural produc-
tion remains the priority in agrivoltaic 
projects.

At Roundabout Meadows, rows of ele-
vated solar panels provide partial shade 
for crops while generating electricity. The 
site also includes battery storage capable 
of supplying power when the electric 
grid is unavailable, allowing the farm to 

continue operating during outages.
The Roundabout Meadows installation 

is considered one of Virginia’s first crop-
based agrivoltaics projects and serves as a 
demonstration site for farmers, research-
ers, policymakers and solar developers. 

“We’re proud to convene this bill sign-
ing at the site of the first crop-based 
agrivoltaics project in Virginia,” said PEC 
Senior Energy & Climate Advisor Ashish 
Kapoor.

Crops including kale, lettuce, beets, 
broccoli and garlic are grown beneath 
the solar panels, which help reduce the 
farm’s electricity costs. Kapoor said the 
project serves as a model for other Vir-
ginia farms interested in combining agri-
cultural production with solar energy 
generation.

The solar arrays also help power farm 
operations, while battery storage can 
provide electricity for critical equip-
ment during outages. Such systems can 
improve farm resilience while demon-
strating how renewable energy and agri-
culture can coexist. 

Agrivoltaics offers one approach to 
address two competing challenges facing 
Virginia—growing demand for electrici-
ty and the need to preserve agricultural 
land.

As data centers, population growth 
and business expansion continue to drive 
electricity demand across Northern Vir-
ginia, state and local officials are increas-
ingly exploring ways to add new energy 
generation without permanently remov-
ing productive farmland from use.

Agrivoltaic projects can allow farm-
ers to diversify income while continuing 
agricultural operations. Potential bene-
fits include reduced water evaporation, 
crop protection during extreme heat and 
increased energy resilience.

The legislation itself does not create 
incentives or funding programs. Instead, 
it establishes a legal definition that may 
serve as the foundation for future state 
policies, regulations and discussions 
regarding solar development.

SPANBERGER SIGNS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The future of organizations like Boul-
der Crest will not depend solely on fund-
ing or facilities. It will depend on whether 
enough people still believe in service. 
Whether enough citizens still choose 
contribution over convenience. Whether 
the next generation understands that the 
strength of a nation is measured not only 
by its military, but by the willingness of 
its people to serve each other.

Our volunteers constantly show what 
that looks like and it is our responsibility 

to ensure that spirit endures.

Ken Falke, is a 21-year veteran of the 
US Navy Special Operations Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal community. Falke is 
a serial entrepreneur and the chairman 
and founder of Boulder Crest Foundation, 
an organization focused on the teachings 
of posttraumatic growth. He is also the 
author of “Struggle Well: Thriving in the 
Aftermath of Trauma” and “Lead Well: 
10 Steps to Successful and Sustainable 
Leadership.”
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OAK HILL STATE PARK, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Assembly is a landmark moment for Oak 
Hill and for Virginia,” said Heather Rich-
ards, Mid-Atlantic vice president at The 
Conservation Fund. “We don’t get many 
second chances to preserve history this 
important. 

“These 1,200 extraordinary acres are 
poised to become a crown jewel of Vir-
ginia’s state park system—a place where 
visitors can experience our nation’s 
history, explore the outdoors and make 
memories for generations to come,” said 
Richards.

“After many years of attempts, I prom-
ised to get Oak Hill preserved as a State 
Park during my first term,” Del. John 
McAuliff said. “After heavily lobbying the 
Governor, the House and Senate, I made 
good on that promise in time to cele-
brate America’s 250th Birthday.”

Former Del. Geary Higgins, who 
worked for years to advance the propos-
al, also welcomed the vote.

“On the eve of the celebrations to com-
memorate our Country’s 250th Anniver-
sary, I am very glad to see that President 
Monroe’s home, Oak Hill, is back on track 
to finally become a State Park,” Higgins 
said.

The Conservation Fund acquired the 
approximately 1,200-acre property in 

November 2025 to prevent development 
while working toward its permanent 
preservation as a Virginia state park.

Oak Hill holds national historical sig-
nificance as the home of President James 
Monroe, where he lived and developed 
the Monroe Doctrine. The property also 
reflects the lives of the enslaved people 
who built and worked the estate, as well 
as the Indigenous history that predates 
European settlement.

The property represents one of North-
ern Virginia’s last opportunities to pre-
serve such a large, contiguous landscape 
for public use. Plans include hiking trails, 
fishing, equestrian access, wildlife habi-
tat protection and interpretation of the 
site’s historical and cultural significance.

The DeLashmutt family, which owned 
and cared for the property for more than 
70 years, declined larger development 
offers in favor of preserving Oak Hill for 
future generations.

Governor Abigail Spanberger is 
expected to sign the state budget June 
30, completing the budget process. The 
project will then move into the admin-
istrative and planning phase, including 
archaeological and historic resource 
assessments. Supporters hope Oak Hill 
will welcome its first visitors as a Virgin-
ia state park in 2027.
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Trendiness

Architectural style fluctuates. Take the 
wide range of house types: Victorian, Prai-
rie, Ranch, Colonial, Cottage, Victorian, 
Split-level and so on.  Colonial remains the 
most popular, though often in bastardized 
and cheapened forms.  

Trends also influence commercial and 
institutional buildings. For example, there’s 
Brutalism, birthed in the time of Naziism 
and characterized by looming, oppressive 
concrete walls, minimal decoration or fen-
estration. Some critics say the new Obama 
Center in Chicago looks that way.

A current trend in County projects is 
expressing slim metal columns, flat roofs 
and accents in brown. That may have been 
what irked my friend. The Trump-Kennedy 
Center sports similar flourishes, screaming 
“mid-Sixties!” Park in front of your split-lev-
el house, feel the shag carpet underfoot, 
make a quick stop in a pink-tiled bathroom…

A current and noxious trend is featuring 
the color dark brown. Gag me, and I’m not 
alone: Dark Brown has been considered the 
world’s ugliest color; so sayeth AI.

McMansions
They’re everywhere. McMansions often 

haphazardly mix traditional architectural 
elements … all on the same facade. Many 
have ridiculously complex roofs, with too 
many gables, hips, and dormers, making a 
chaotic appearance

To have marketing pizzazz while remain-
ing affordable to many buyers, McMansions 
can look grand from a distance, but are often 
built with many builder-grade materials. 
You’ll see extensive use synthetic stucco, 
man-made siding, and faux stone veneer. 
While I blame builders, they are giving the 
market what it wants: Quantity over quali-
ty. That’s reflected in their prices, which are 
much less per square foot than architect-de-
signed residences.

There’s a hysterical, snarky website at 
McMansionHell.com. It’s great fun.

Price Sells: Homebuilders at Work
Never underestimate the ability of big 

homebuilders to create sad subdivisions of 
inconsequential houses. Take a new project 
off Dry Mill Road in Leesburg. Cookie-cut-
ter, banal houses. Narrow lots, little varia-
tion in design, minimal variations of color. 
Zero landscaping. No redeeming factors and 
clearly built to attract people looking for 

something cheap. 
It’s “White Oak Farm” but a farm no lon-

ger. There are no white oaks, no trees, no 
animals or crops of any kind, not even grass: 
The cheapo homebuilder bulldozed every 
single tree, blade of grass or foliage. Naming 
it “White Oak Farm” is an insult.

How Did We Get Here?
In older, established neighborhoods in 

Augusta and Atlanta, where I used to live, 
no two houses were alike. Houses were not 
butted up to each other. There were side-
walks. Houses sported windows on every 
exterior wall. Other than tile in bathrooms, 
all floors were hardwood. There was no plas-
tic, no synthetic materials.

The came World War II and as it ended 
developer William Levitt saw an opportuni-
ty. Returning soldiers and sailors would be 
marrying, beginning families and looking for 
a home. Levitt responded, using mass-pro-
duction techniques to build small houses on 
Long Island en masse, and repeating their 
design over and over. He successfully sold 
thousands of these houses, not because they 
were nice, but because they were cheap: 
$7,000 to $8,000. Not bashful, he called it 
Levittown.

Other homebuilders took notice that price 

sells, and that the market will follow trends. 
That led to ranch houses and “ramblers” in 
the 1950s and 60s, then to little faux colo-
nials like White Oak Farm and upmarket to 
McMansions. 

What Can Be Done?
Loudoun has annual design awards, but 

they get little fanfare. Pity.
Local zoning should reduce density and 

demand wider setbacks side and rear. The 
County’s Facilities Standards Manual sets 
many requirements, so add some more: 
Windows on every elevation. Use of the 
front exterior’s material on all exterior 
walls. Color variation. Sidewalks and front 
porches. Look up Habersham, a community 
in South Carolina, to see how great a reason-
ably priced development could look.

Benefits
Imagine your house in an area of substan-

tial, well-built colonial homes. Now imagine 
it surrounded by square miles of cookie-cut-
ter, plain Jane houses built to be as cheaply 
priced as possible. Which environment is 
more likely to protect your home’s value? 

Charlie Houston was once denounced by a 
former neighbor as being a snob. He denies 
it and says the ideas in this article would 
enrich Loudoun.

OPINION: THE UGLINESS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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justification would be “trading one prob-
lem for another.”

Paul McCullough, chief information offi-
cer at JK Moving, said the county has done 
a good job building the data center econo-
my, but it has put pressure on light indus-
trial space and many businesses around 
“Data Center Alley” can no longer afford to 
rent there.

He said the Valley Commerce Center 
helps fill that gap and called for a balanced 
approach by supporting the project.

Jamie Emery, a hydrogeologist work-
ing on the project, said he has investigat-
ed groundwater for the Valley Commerce 
Center for the past four years and that “the 
applicant has far exceeded the require-
ments set forth by both the county and the 
state.”

He said groundwater use at the Valley 
Commerce Center can be done in “a safe 
and sustainable manner.”

Developer Casey Chapman said resi-
dents often return to the argument that 
“this isn’t the right spot.”

“Well, it’s time to choose. The county has 
an obligation, a duty to provide something 
there” that is a net benefit—and the JLMA 
is supposed to be a transition, he said. “I 
am here as someone who sees the need for 

this.”
Purcellville resident Michael Parish said 

county planning staff continue to recom-
mend denial “because it is inconsistent 
with the comprehensive plan and not 
adequately mitigated given its proximity 
to existing homes. This property is des-
ignated rural neighborhood intended for 
low-density residential.”

Parish said, “The issue tonight before the 
board is not whether industrial space may 
be needed somewhere in Loudoun Coun-
ty, but whether this location is appropriate 
under the comprehensive plan.”

He said that “residents rely on the com-
prehensive plan to understand how their 
communities would grow.”

Contractor Donald Smith supported the 
project, saying it will generate tax revenue 
and create new job opportunities.

Commercial realtor Chase Stewart said 
there is a lack of available space in the 
region and that the project would be bene-
ficial for western Loudoun.

Chad Martin, chief operating officer with 
JK Moving, said the project is a thoughtful 
and well-planned solution to the short-
age of light industrial space in western 
Loudoun.

Tia Earman, senior land use field repre-
sentative for the Piedmont Environmen-
tal Council, said, “A million square feet of 

industrial building is an inappropriate use 
in the JLMA rural place type.”

She said there is a recognized shortage 
of flex industrial space in the county, but 
added, “This is a direct product of over 
proliferation of data centers and frequent 
rezonings approved in eastern Loudoun.”

“But the answer now is not to undermine 
the integrity of residential communities 
by approving inappropriate rezonings on 
their doorstep in western Loudoun,” she 
said.

Earman said, “We continue to share the 
neighbors’ concerns about traffic. It’s not 
only the volume of traffic added, but the 
nature of the vehicles likely to be included 
coming and going from oversized build-
ings.”

Purcellville resident Lloyd Harting said 
he had a traffic study conducted on Pur-
cellville Road from 6 to 9 a.m. and 3 to 7 
p.m., during which 2,114 vehicles, trucks 
and school buses were counted.

“If the applicant’s traffic prediction is 
accurate of 3,500 daily trips, then vehicle 
traffic on Purcellville Road will reach 5,614 
daily trips,” he said.

John Ellis, with Save Rural Loudoun, 
said, “We are very strongly opposed to the 
Valley Commerce Center.”

He said professional hydrogeologists 
who were not “commercially affiliated with 

the applicant” have reached conclusions 
exactly the opposite to those presented 
earlier.

Area resident Richard Pruzina urged the 
board to vote no on the application. He said 
his family moved to the United States in 
1969 in search of freedom and a better life 
from then-Czechoslovakia. 

He chose Purcellville “as a place to 
build my life because it represented every-
thing that my father, my family came here 
for—peace, community and the American 
dream.”

“With the Valley Commerce Center we 
don’t just lose water, we lose the very char-
acter of western Loudoun,” he said.

As the board began its discussion following 
public comment, Supervisor Caleb Kersh-
ner, whose district includes the property, 
made a motion to approve the project, say-
ing, “Ultimately I support this application.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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ethical reasoning. Robo-advisors’ predetermined algorithms may not 
suit investors with complex financial needs like estate planning or 
comprehensive tax planning.

The human touch still matters. This is where human financial 
advisors remain indispensable. They provide what technology can’t:

Long-term perspective: Help you maintain focus when markets 
get volatile and emotions run high

Goal coordination: Balance competing priorities, help partners 
merge their financial visions and remind you of goals you’ve tucked 
away and didn’t know still mattered

Accountability: Keep you on track with your financial strategy 
through life’s inevitable changes

Emotional support: Offer reassurance and wisdom during major 
financial decisions

Research validates it: Those who regularly work with a financial 
advisor and have a financial strategy are more likely to feel optimistic 
about their financial future than those who manage finances on their 
own, according to 2025 research from Edward Jones and Morning 
Consult.

Find the right balance. The future likely lies in a hybrid approach: 
combining data-driven AI insights with the human wisdom of a finan-
cial advisor who understands your values, priorities and life’s inevita-
ble curveballs. Think of AI as a powerful calculator and your financial 
advisor as the mathematician who knows which equations to use.

As these technologies evolve, the key is treating AI as a tool, not a 
guide. 

Stay curious about what technology can do for your finances. Stay 
critical of its limitations. And remember: What matters most in your 
financial life is something only you can define. Remember, your indi-
vidual financial goals and questions deserve individual attention. If 
you think you might need specific financial advice, please reach out 
to a local financial advisor.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC. 
 
Joshua Wolinski | (540) 338-2291|  joshua.wolinski@edwardjones.com. 
“Aligning your financial future with your personal goals, wants, and wishes.”

FINANCIAL FOCUS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

formed prior to the American Revo-
lution—way back in 1751, according 
to a quick bit of research. 

Now, the current Church facility 
at the site is a comparative fledgling, 
having been constructed in 1854, 
after at least one earlier structure 
fell to the hands of time; I had to 
remind myself the present-day 
building pre-dates the Civil War. 

So, that’s some history; not quite 
eternity, but about as close as I can 
reach from the well of evidence of 
our so-called modern civilization in 
these parts. In fact, an unhurried stroll through the 
surrounding churchyard reveals headstones etched 
up to the memories of soldiers who served in sev-
eral historic military conflicts: not only the Revolu-
tionary and Civil Wars, but the War of 1812 as well. 

Now, just for a point of reference, we can com-
pare these relatively recent chicken-scratchings 
of some of the early settling in the locality to the 
much more impressive history of the region’s geo-
logic events: most eyebrows, I trust, will rise a bit 
at the reminder of the age of those hills rising to 
the west—the Blue Ridge Mountains, part of the 
Appalachian Range—having formed hundreds of 
millions to upwards of a billion years ago. Even 
the advent of the earliest Americans —erroneous-
ly called ‘Indians’ by some of the later ‘outside’ 
explorers—dates from drastically more recent 
times, evidence suggesting the 20-thousand-year 
range. 

No, I didn’t peruse all the dates and factual 
information of these lengthy timelines as I slowly 
paced around the grounds of Ketoctin Church and 
its cemetery that gloomy morning, but some of the 
seeds were planted—in the back of the mind, at the 

end of some of the hairs on my head, and perhaps 
along the spinal column, the part that remains par-
tial to a shivering sensation whenever one feels the 
presence of the immortal, or eternal. 

Being in the vicinity of that much time and 
space, the dimensions seemed, if only for a 
moment, to become irrelevant, perhaps intersect-
ing all at one point, with mutual cancellation, like 
magnets repelling one another. 

Simply: it’s an old house of worship, surrounded 
by ancient markers of its members reaching far 
afield, in the shadow of even more ancient physical 
features, all previously trodden by at least what 
we believe was the original race of humans in this 
region, and country, and hemisphere. 

See what I mean by the back of the mind, the 
hairs on one’s head, and the sensitive portion of 
the spinal column? This is what spoke to me from 
that visit to the site along Ketoctin Church Road, 
just off Allder School Road, a few miles north of the 
Town of Purcellville, Virginia. 

And, you know what? Writing this story, I lost 
track of the time. Now, see—that was some good 
coffee! 

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CON’T. FROM PAGE 4
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acknowledging those differences pres-
ents an incomplete picture.

The Fraser administration also used 
strategies beyond rate hikes: refinancing 
and restructuring debt to improve flexi-
bility, eliminate balloon payments, and 
reduce financing costs; pursuing federal 
funding; benefiting from increased meals 
tax revenues; utilizing nutrient cred-
it bank revenues; and receiving about 
$10.58 million in ARPA funding. These 
measures helped ease pressure on resi-
dents while supporting operations and 
infrastructure.

Good governance balances infrastruc-
ture needs with affordability. Capital 
improvement plans are forecasts, not 
guarantees. Conditions and costs change, 
and priorities must be reassessed. Lead-
ership is making those adjustments while 
protecting both infrastructure and rate-
payers.

Responsible officials weigh infrastruc-
ture demands against affordability, eco-
nomic conditions, available revenues, 
grants, debt strategies, and impacts on 
residents and businesses. Real leaders 
do not advance their position by mis-
characterizing facts or stoking division. 
Leadership is measured by results, not 
rhetoric—by improving outcomes for 
our community, not rewarding loyalty or 
fueling conflict. That is governance, not 
politics.

No responsible official should ignore 
expert advice, but neither should offi-
cials blindly adopt every recommenda-
tion without considering the effect on 
the people who pay the bills. The choice 
is not sustainability versus affordability. 
Responsible leadership balances both.

What concerns me is the growing 
assumption that structural balance can 
only be achieved through significant 

rate increases. That view overlooks other 
options, including:

•	 Reviewing General Fund charge-
backs to utility funds

•	 Validating and rightsizing future 
capital projects

•	 Pursuing additional grants and out-
side funding

•	 Improving operational efficiency
•	 Refining debt strategies
•	 Exploring regional costsharing 

opportunities
Purcellville faces a unique challenge: 

nearly 45% of our land is schools, govern-
ment facilities, churches, nonprofits, and 
other taxexempt properties. These insti-
tutions benefit from Town infrastructure 
but do not contribute to the local tax base 
as private property does. 

At the same time, Purcellville resi-
dents and businesses contribute an esti-
mated $18 million annually to Loudoun 
County through taxes while hosting 
multiple Countysupported schools and 
public facilities that serve the broader 
region. As infrastructure needs continue 
to grow, the balance between local costs 
and regional benefits remains an import-
ant consideration.

That discussion is no substitute for 
responsible utility management. It is 
correct that infrastructure does not care 
about election cycles—neither do fami-
lies trying to pay their bills.

The question is not whether we should 
maintain our infrastructure—we must. 
The question is how we do so responsibly 
while protecting affordability and pre-
serving the character of our community. 

Good governance means balancing 
resident needs with the need to maintain 
and improve infrastructure. True lead-
ers accept responsibility for the present 
while focusing on solutions for the future. 
Residents expect their officials to solve 

problems, not just explain who caused 
them.

Some argue for higher rates and more 
growth. I believe the answer is more bal-
anced. Growth is not a sound financial 
strategy. New development brings new 
demands for roads, utilities, public safety, 
staffing, maintenance, and other services. 
While growth can generate shortterm 
revenue, it also creates longterm costs 
that taxpayers and ratepayers must sup-
port.

Purcellville’s history reflects this real-
ity. Major infrastructure investments 
made in anticipation of growth contrib-
uted significantly to the debt challenges 
we continue to address. Growth does not 
pay for itself. 

Our residents have made it clear they 
do not want Purcellville to become anoth-
er large suburban center. They value our 
smalltown character, sense of communi-
ty, and quality of life.

Responsible financial planning recog-
nizes that capital improvement plans are 
not static. Infrastructure needs evolve. 
Technology and costs change. Priorities 
must be reassessed, assumptions validat-
ed, and opportunities for grants and out-
side funding pursued continually to avoid 
high future utility rate increases.

The path forward is not to ignore infra-
structure needs, nor to assume every 
challenge can be solved through higher 
rates, more growth, or bigger govern-
ment. It requires disciplined planning, 
responsible debt management, opera-
tional efficiency, affordable utility ser-
vice, and a commitment to preserving 
Purcellville’s character.

That is the approach I have support-
ed in public service and will continue to 
support: solving problems, protecting 
taxpayers and ratepayers, and preserving 
the community we all cherish.  

the sounds and environments, and use 
visual schedules or social stories for 
younger children.

2.	Offer Control: Provide noise-
canceling headphones or earplugs. Let 
your child choose quieter spaces or 
take breaks as needed.

3.	Create an Exit Plan: Identify a calm, 
quiet space your child can retreat to if 
overwhelmed.

4.	Gradual Exposure: Practice tolerable 
levels of sound in controlled settings 
to build resilience over time.

5.	Validate Their 
Experience: Acknowledge their 
discomfort rather than minimizing it.

6.	Travel Strategies: Bring familiar 
comfort items, schedule breaks, and 
allow extra time. Predictability and 
preparation can reduce anxiety.

7.	Fireworks and Events: Watch from 
a distance, inside a car, or through a 
window. Consider quieter celebrations 
or alternatives.

If your child’s sensitivity to sound interferes 
with daily life, consulting with a psychologist 
or occupational therapist can help clarify the 
underlying issue and provide tailored strategies. 
Early support can make a lasting difference in 
how they experience the world.

Remember children and teens with sensory 
sensitivities or misophonia are not being diffi-
cult; they are having difficulties. With under-
standing, planning, and appropriate support, 
families can help their children navigate a noisy 
world and participate more fully in summer 
activities and everyday life.

Michael Oberschneider Psy.D. “Dr. Mike” is a 
clinical psychologist in private practice. He can be 
reached at 703-723-2999, and is located at 44095 
Pipeline Plaza, Ashburn.
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He said there is a significant shortage of 
flex industrial space in Loudoun County. 
Kershner said business owners he spoke 
with at the Small Business Awards were 
considering relocating to West Virginia, 
Clarke County or Winchester because com-
parable space is not available locally.

He said the planned Rt. 7/690 inter-
change “is going to help a lot.” Kershner 
also noted that approximately one-third 
of the project would be used for storage, 
which he said would reduce traffic impacts.

“Nothing is not going to happen on this 
property,” he said.

Kershner said the project could gen-
erate millions of dollars in revenue for 

Purcellville “if they are willing to annex it 
in the future.” He said the town had refused 
to consider the project. 

However, development proposals for 
the site have been discussed over the past 
15 years through Town Council meetings, 
public hearings and community meetings.

Kershner’s reference to annexation 
reflected the fact that development on the 
site is constrained by available groundwa-
ter, while access to town water and sewer 
service could support greater density and 
more intensive uses.

Chair Phyllis Randall asked whether 
county staff believed the groundwater 
studies raised concerns.

Iwanczuk said the county had sent 
the applicant’s hydrogeologic study to 

a consultant retained by the county for 
review, and they found that the study con-
formed to the Facilities Standards Manual.

However, Iwanczuk said the consultant 
also concluded that “there is a reasonable 
potential that there could be an effect” on 
off-site wells in future years.

Supervisor Kristen Umstattd said, “It’s 
the board’s duty not just to provide for res-
idents, but for jobs. The business commu-
nity came out in force.” 

Supervisor Juli Briskman said staff had 
made it clear that the property does not 
support this type of use.

“It’s not what is envisioned in our Gen-
eral Plan,” she said.

Briskman said repeated rezonings for 
data centers have reduced opportunities 

for housing and flex industrial space, 
pushing those uses into these areas of the 
county.

“I know we need the use; this is not the 
right place for the use,” she said.

Supervisor Laura TeKrony said offer-
ing land in the western part of the coun-
ty for industrial use “is not okay” and said 
approval of the application would set a 
precedent.

She said the proposal would impact the 
rural character of western Loudoun Coun-
ty and noted that “93% of neighborhoods 
oppose the proposal.”

TeKrony said the Town of Purcellville 
has twice rejected annexation and that 
the application does not align with the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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Subramanyam said elected officials too 
often focus on short-term political consid-
erations rather than long-term fiscal chal-
lenges and said lawmakers must begin 
addressing the issue more seriously.

A veteran reminded Subramanyam he 
represents constituents across political, 
racial and socioeconomic lines and urged 
him to lead from principle rather than 
partisanship. He said he was “appalled” by 
what he viewed as a lack of bipartisan sup-
port during moments such as the State of 
the Union.

Other residents raised concerns about 
Social Security, health care costs and nurs-
ing home oversight. Subramanyam said his 
office continues to hear from constituents 

struggling with rising medical costs and 
difficulties accessing government services.

The future of artificial intelligence also 
emerged as a topic of discussion. One 
attendee questioned whether Congress is 
moving quickly enough to address poten-
tial risks associated with advanced AI sys-
tems.

Subramanyam argued that lawmakers 
should establish stronger safeguards and 
oversight mechanisms for emerging AI 
technologies, saying Congress has been 
slow to respond as the technology rapidly 
evolves.

Subramanyam acknowledged residents’ 
concerns and said he would continue lis-
tening and working to ensure community 
priorities are reflected in decision-making.
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county’s comprehensive plan, which 
was developed through years of public 
input.

She also referenced the county’s 
third-party consultant, who found there 
would be potential impacts to off-site 
wells.

Randall said the matter is a land-use 
issue. “If this were me, I would upzone 
this to dense housing. I’d put the infra-
structure in place first and upzone it to 
dense housing.”

Following approval, the Board of 
Supervisors voted to consider removing 
the Northern Collector Road from the 
countywide transportation plan.

On Jan. 8, 2025, the Purcellville Town 
Council voted to remove the NCR from 
its transportation plan, with Council 
members Erin Rayner, Kevin Wright and 
Caleb Stought voting against the mea-
sure.

In a statement after the meeting, 
Chuck Kuhn said, “I’m very pleased 
with the outcome.    It’s a win for small 
business and the local community they 
support. We appreciate the vote of con-
fidence from the board and support from 
the local community, Loudoun Eco-
nomic Development, and the Loudoun 
Chamber and its CEO Tony Howard. 

“We look forward to moving ahead 
with this project and will work closely 
with the Town to make this a win for all.”
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remained consistent: growth must respect 
the Comprehensive Plan, protect taxpayers, 
and preserve the qualities that make Purcell-
ville special.”

Pointing to the proposed Valley Commerce 
Center annexation, Bertaut said it illustrates 
the difficult decisions facing town leaders.

“Growth is never free,” Bertaut said. “Every 
annexation and major development propos-
al creates new demands on roads, utilities, 
public safety, infrastructure, traffic, and town 
services. Those costs do not disappear. They 
are ultimately borne by taxpayers.”

“My responsibility is to represent the 
interests of Purcellville’s residents first, not 
outside interests seeking to reshape our com-
munity for their own ends.”

“The decisions we make over the next 
two years will shape Purcellville for decades. 
Choices about growth, infrastructure, fis-
cal responsibility, and the character of our 
community cannot easily be undone. We can 
protect what makes Purcellville special while 
preparing responsibly for the future. We 
don’t want to Ashburn Purcellville. We want 
Purcellville to remain Purcellville.”

Bertaut said one of the greatest challenges 
facing the town is the increasingly divisive 
tone that has emerged in local politics.

“In the past year and a half, residents 
have witnessed lawsuits, personal attacks, 
political hostility, and behavior that has too 
often distracted from the important work of 

governing,” Bertaut said.
“Public meetings should be places where 

neighbors respectfully exchange ideas, even 
when they disagree. They should not become 
forums for intimidation, unfounded accusa-
tions, or attempts to divide our community.”

Bertaut said he believes people want local 
government focused on serving the public.

“I have always believed that reasonable 
people can disagree without becoming ene-
mies,” he said. “Purcellville is a community, 
not a battlefield. Residents deserve leaders 
who listen, treat people with respect, and 
focus on solving problems rather than creat-
ing distractions.”

Bertaut said his campaign is built on a 
simple principle: keeping Purcellville, Pur-
cellville.

His priorities include protecting taxpay-
ers, preserving the town’s identity, making 
government more efficient and accountable, 
supporting local businesses, investing in 
critical infrastructure, and ensuring future 
growth reflects the values and vision of the 
community.

“I love our town,” Bertaut said. “My family 
built our lives here. I have spent years serving 
this community because I care deeply about 
its future. This election is about whether 
Purcellville remains the town we know and 
love, defined by its character, history, and 
sense of community.”

“Purcellville is worth protecting,” Bertaut 
said. “I am asking voters for the opportunity 
to continue that work.”

the nature of this town and the reasons 
people chose to live here,” Speckhardt 
said. “These decisions need to reflect 
the long-term interests of the residents 
who live here and will live with the con-
sequences.”

He said residents deserve careful, inde-
pendent decision-making when it comes 
to land use, infrastructure, and growth, 
rather than one-size-fits-all policies 
imposed from outside the community.

“These are not abstract policy discus-
sions,” he said. “They affect traffic, water 
supply, public safety, taxes, and the over-
all quality of life in our community.”

Drawing on his background as a busi-
ness owner and entrepreneur, Speckhardt 
said he brings a practical, common-sense 

approach to problem-solving and finan-
cial decision-making.

“I am not a career politician,” he said. 
“I am someone who understands how 
to evaluate risk, manage resources, and 
make decisions based on long-term con-
sequences rather than short-term prom-
ises.”

Speckhardt said he supports policies 
that respect the Town’s Comprehensive 
Plan, protect taxpayers, preserve exist-
ing neighborhoods, and preserve the 
qualities that define Purcellville’s char-
acter and quality of life.

“I will work to ensure that residents 
remain at the center of every major deci-
sion,” he said. “This town belongs to 
the people who live here, and its future 
should reflect their voice and their 
vision—not someone else’s.”

development potential. Once open land 
is lost, it is gone forever.

The issues facing Purcellville today 
are not very different from those we 
faced years ago. The pressure to expand, 
increase density, and grow beyond the 
vision residents established for our com-
munity remains constant. That is why I 
am running for Town Council.

I am not a politician. I am a farmer, 
a businessman, a husband, a neighbor, 
and a lifelong resident who cares deeply 
about the future of our town.

Residents can count on me to sup-
port policies that respect Purcellville’s 
Comprehensive Plan, protect proper-
ty owners and taxpayers, preserve our 

small-town character, maintain fiscal 
responsibility, and ensure growth occurs 
only when it serves the interests of the 
community.

I have participated in the Town’s long-
range planning efforts and understand 
the importance of following the vision 
residents spent years creating. That 
vision should guide decisions as new 
development proposals come forward.

Purcellville is more than the place 
where I live. It is the place that has shaped 
my family for more than 250 years. I am 
running because I believe future gener-
ations deserve the same opportunity to 
grow up in a town that values its histo-
ry, its farms, its neighborhoods, and the 
people who call it home. I would be hon-
ored to earn your support and your vote.

town,” Paris said. 
“They attended meetings, orga-

nized petitions, challenged decisions, 
and refused to give up. In the end, 
the land was permanently preserved. 
More than 35 years later, it remains 
open space. That experience taught 
me that citizens can make a differ-
ence when they are willing to stand 
up for their community.”

Paris said he sees similar challeng-
es facing Purcellville today.

“Development pressure is coming 
from every direction,” he said. “Res-
idents are being asked to accept more 
density, more traffic, greater demands 
on infrastructure, and increased pres-
sure on limited resources. We need 
leaders who are willing to ask tough 
questions and make sure growth 
serves the community instead of 
changing the community to serve 
growth.”

Professionally, Paris has worked 
in technical communications, gov-
ernment contracting, and business 
development, helping organizations 
solve complex problems, manage 
competing priorities, and build long-
term strategies.

He believes those experiences, 
combined with a practical approach, 
would serve residents well on Town 

Council.
“As a father, I want my children to 

grow up in a community where they 
can safely ride their bikes, know their 
neighbors, and enjoy the same small-
town experience that shaped my 
childhood,” Paris said. “Once a town 
loses its character, it is impossible to 
get it back.”

Paris said he supports policies that 
respect the Town’s Comprehensive 
Plan, protect taxpayers, preserve 
existing neighborhoods, and ensure 
infrastructure and public services are 
planned responsibly.

“Growth should be guided by the 
needs of residents, not by outside 
pressures or short-term interests,” 
Paris said. “The people who live here 
should have the strongest voice in 
determining Purcellville’s future.”

Paris and his wife have made Pur-
cellville their home and are raising 
their two children in the community. 
He is active in his church and enjoys 
reading and volunteering.

“I am not running because I am 
seeking a political career,” Paris said. 
“I am running because I care deep-
ly about this town and want to help 
preserve the qualities that brought 
my family here. I would be honored 
to serve, and I believe Purcellville is 
worth protecting.”

TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE CANDIDATE’S CORNER

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office 
at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.
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When the Plan 
Fits the Land

Your property is one of a kind. 
Your landscape plan should be too.

Design  Des ign  ••  Bu ild   Build  ••  Ma inta in Ma inta in
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On The Market Properties

703-408-4261    www.OnTheMarketLoudoun.com
On The Market Properties – Bluemont, VA

Sam Fisher 
Principal Broker,  
REALTOR®
Bluemont Resident
Onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Curt Schaber
REALTOR®

Round Hill  
Resident

Schabercurt@yahoo.com

Please Call Sam: 703-408-4261

           Lovettsville- Move In Ready! Best price for New
Construction in Loudoun County. Stunning 5 bed/5
bath home w/ Open Concept Kitchen, Morning Room
& Family Room. NO HOA! $959,900.

View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketprop

On The Market Properties | Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132 | Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

           1 bedroom cottage with Shenandoah River
access. Immaculate and charming interior! Rear yard
and patio. Clarke County. Community pool
membership available. No HOA. $299,900.

           2 Bedroom home w/ Wood Floors, Wood Stove,
Updated Kitchen & Bath, Rec room & Shenandoah
River access! Clarke County. Community pool
membership available. No HOA. $424,900.

           Close to MARC TRAIN. No HOA! Pristine home
with gorgeous new kitchen, new primary and hall
baths, new carpet, tile and paint. 3 finished levels, 
3 acres with mountain & pastoral views. $715,000.

           41590 Bostonian Pl, Aldie, VA. Pool & Sunset
views backing to common area. Three finished levels
in the Kirkpatrick Farms Neighborhood.

           23124 Watson Rd, Leesburg, VA. Fantastic
country residence on 3 acres w/ Mountain Views and
stocked pond! 

           14336 Rehobeth Church Rd, Lovettsville, VA.
16.49 acres. SAND & STONE RIDING ARENA. Updated
brick home. Red centre aisle barn and pool!

           15197 Carver Court, Waterford, VA. Hampton
Model w/ Conservatory on 3.5 acres w/ Mountain
Views. Listed for $1,500,000 in Waterford Ridge.

Sam Fisher, Realtor® 
Principal Broker and Owner of On The Market Properties
703-408-4261 | onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Sam Fisher, Principal Broker, Realtor®
Curt Schaber, Realtor®
Marci Huber, Realtor®
Eleanor F Schlosser, Associate Broker

The Cottage The Bungalow Immediate Delivery

Multiple Offers Just Listed

Sold by Curt Sold by Curt Recently Sold Horse Property

Selling Homes in Western Loudoun since 1996

On the Market Properties brings a people-first approach shaped by nearly 30 years of experience. Sam leads each client relationship with clarity and 
steady guidance, helping clients feel informed, supported, and never rushed. Partnering with her brother, Curt, whose knack for country real estate and laser 

focus on every detail, complements Sam’s leadership, guiding clients through every step. Their experience spans in-town historic homes, large farms, 
vineyards, distinctive community residences, condos, and townhomes, supported by their personal team—including stager, personal organizer, 

contractors, lenders, title professionals, and movers. They welcome your whole family, including dogs, horses, and cats!

A true multigenerational compound with two full-
sized residences — a beautifully preserved historic 
period farmhouse and stunning carriage home, offering 
an unmatched blend of history, luxury, and equestrian 
living.  At the heart of the equestrian setting on 11.68 
acres is a striking stone barn with silo and cupola 
details, with a spectacular party barn above that has 
hosted countless gatherings and celebrations. A 90’ x 
200’ sand riding ring, extensive fencing, and excellent 
ride-out in a highly horse-friendly area further elevate 
the equestrian lifestyle. Sweeping Short Hill Mountain 
views complete the setting. Brilliant red roofs, towering 
trees, lush pastures, and storybook architecture create 
an unforgettable offering. Listed for $2,400,000. 

Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

UNDER 

CONTRACT

KNOW THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE MARKET

ESBY FARM
Virginia Countryside at its Finest 


