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“Let’s Keep Purcellville Charming—It's
Called La Dolce Vita’—Pasquale DiBari

BY VALERIE CURY

After two unsuccessful attempts to
annex the property into the Town of
Purcellville—first by a previous owner
and currently by applicant Chuck
Kuhn—the proposed Valley Commerce
Center is now under Loudoun County
review. The 117.07-acre project at 17110
Purcellville Road is within the Purcell-
ville Joint Land Management Area just
outside town limits and seeks to rezone
the site from JLMA-3 to Planned Devel-
opment-Industrial Park (PD-IP). The
Board of Supervisors held a public hear-
ing on April 15.

The applicant has reduced the square
footage from earlier plans by 288,892
square feet, bringing the project to
986,000 square feet. Revised plans lower
building heights to 32 feet on the west-
ern portion of the site and 40 feet on the
eastern side. The proposal includes a
358-foot setback from the nearest home
and a 60-foot-wide reforestation buffer.

The applicant has designated 300,000

Vice Mayor
Ben Nett Verdict
in Recall Effort:

VINDICATED.

No Removal From Office.

square feet—approximately 30% of the
project—for warehouse or storage uses,
a change intended to reduce water
demand. Plans also call for a private
water system producing up to 74,880 gal-
lons per day, although the state will limit
approved withdrawals to 43,680 gallons
per day. That supply could be supple-
mented by a secondary well generating
15,000 to 20,000 gallons per day, along
with on-site wastewater treatment.

To address concerns about ground-
water, the developer has proposed a
24-month monitoring program for

nearby wells, along with mitigation mea-
sures if impacts are detected. Additional
proffers include a northbound left-turn
lane into Mayfair and a $500,000 con-
tribution toward improvements at the
intersection of Hirst Road, Hatcher Ave-
nue, and Purcellville Road. The devel-
opment is projected to generate 3,086
weekly vehicle trips.

The applicant is also requesting a
zoning modification (ZMOD) to elimi-
nate certain road, water and wastewater
standards.

The site is bordered by established
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residential communities, including
Wright Farm to the east and Chestnut
Hills to the northwest. Across Purcellville

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

Purcellville Farmers Market Unveils
Vibrant 2026 Season on Main Street

The Purcellville Farmers Mar-
ket is gearing up for an exciting and
refreshed 2026 season, kicking off
Saturday, May 9. The market will take
place every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m., bringing a lively and welcoming
marketplace experience to the heart of
the community.

Shoppers can look forward to a
dynamic selection of locally grown
fruits and vegetables, premium meats,
and freshly baked goods—all sourced
from dedicated regional farmers and
artisans. The market’s thoughtfully
curated lineup ensures a high-quality,

enjoyable experience for every visi-
tor, whether they’re stocking up for
the week or simply soaking in the
atmosphere.

This season marks a major step for-
ward as the market moves to a new,
highly visible location at the Town Lot
on the corner of Hatcher Avenue and
Main Street. With easier access, and a
central presence in town, the new site
makes it more convenient than ever
to stop by and be part of the Saturday
morning tradition.

Adding even more energy to the mar-
ket, guests will enjoy live music each

CALL JOHN. GET MORE
JOHN CONSTANT, ASSOCIATE BROKER

Licensed in VA | Tel. 703.585.6278
john.constant@corcoranmce.com
bluemontproperty.com

W BluemontProperty.com———— _p¥

CORCORAN MCENEARNEY, MIDDLEBURG REAL ESTATE
10 E Washington St, Middleburg | 540.687.6321 | corcoranmce.com
Equal Housing Opportunity | Each office is

independently owned and operated

week from talented local musicians,
creating a festive, family-friendly envi-
ronment that goes beyond shopping—
it’s a full community experience.

Silas Redd, Market Planner and
owner of Nostalgia Boutique and Mister
on Main, shared his excitement for the
season ahead, “This move opens the
door for an even more vibrant and con-
nected market experience. We’re cre-
ating a space where people can gather,
discover incredible local products, and
truly enjoy their Saturday mornings.
It’s about celebrating our community,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

PRIVATE PARADISE WITH 10 ACRES OF LAND
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The photo of the Middle School Solar Team from Makersmiths, Inc. that won first place in the
middle school solar division at the Virginia State KidWind Challenge at JMU on April 11, was
taken by Brian Jo, father of one of the team members. From left to right: Rowen Artz, Masha

Nizheberskaya, Nick Burrus and Liam Jo.

Makersmiths 2026 KidWind
Teams Come Home Winners

On April 11, five Makersmiths, Inc. Kid-
Wind teams competed in both the wind
and solar events at the KidWind Virginia
State Challenge at James Madison Univer-
sity. The Middle school solar team (called
Error 404: Team Not Found) came in first
place in their grade division and will go on
to the KidWind Worlds Challenge at the
University of Wisconsin in Madison, Wis-
consin May 16-20.

Middle School solar team member
Masha Nizheberskaya said, “This year we
had an idea that, even halfway through our
working sessions to the competition date,
seemed kind of unfathomable. We wanted
to create a solar home, complete with a
working shower and electricity, in a land-
scape that has a lake and is off-the-grid.

“Our objectives were to filter lake water
in stages to produce clean drinking water
for the family living in the solar home.
A solar-powered pump pushes water
through a three- stage filtration process:
mesh filter, carbon cleansing and UV
lighting. After the water moves through
the filters, it advances into a water tower
container.

“We worked really hard to get this
together and working, and we learned
so much. I designed, soldered, and wired
3 PCBs and can easily breadboard their
circuits. During the awards ceremony, we
just wanted to get at least 3rd place, for
the sake of knowing we placed, because we
worked so hard to make the unfathomable

idea actually happen.”

Other Makersmiths winning teams
were the high school solar team (called
Salamander 6) that tied for second place,
the high school wind team (called the Car-
dinal Directions) came in third place, and
the middle school wind team (called Mic-
rosoft Wind Support) came in third place.

Although the elementary wind team
(called the Hurricanes) did not place at the
state level, the team won first place in the
Northern Virginia Regional Challenge at
George Mason University’s Potomac Sci-
ence Center in Woodbridge on March 17.

While participating in a KidWind initia-
tives, KidWind teams learn about physics,
engineering, environmental science and
green energy initiatives as they:

» Conduct background research,
plan and build an innovative and
functional turbine or solar project
that will produce power.

+ Test their team’s turbine or solar
project and calculate its power out-
put to improve its design.

» Compete in challenges that include
showcasing their projects, complet-
ing a knowledge quiz and explaining
their projects to judges that are
energy experts, science educators
and energy industry representatives.

To learn more about this STEM initia-
tive that teaches youth about renewable
energies, visit www.kidwind.org.
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BOS Forward Leesburg
Compressor Station SPEX
to Business Meeting

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

At a public hearing on Wednesday,
April 15, the Loudoun County Board of
Supervisors voted unanimously to for-

ward a special excep-
GOVERNMENT tion application from

the Leesburg Com-
pressor Station to a business meeting.

Eastern Gas Transmission & Storage,
Inc. (EGTS) submitted the application
so that the company can upgrade the
station’s production capacity to meet
increasing demand. According to its
website, EGTS “provides natural gas
transportation and storage services
with one of the largest underground
natural gas storage systems in the
United States. With a main office in
Bridgeport, West Virginia, this multi-
state pipeline system links to other
major pipelines and to markets in the
Midwest, Mid-Atlantic and Northeast
regions.”

According to the county staff’s
report, the upgrades will largely be to
existing facilities. EGTS is looking to
replace an onsite drum storage facility
with a compressor building and build a
new drum storage facility. EGTS’s pro-
posal also includes an underground gas
line and an underground electrical line.

“EGTS really did try to make the most
changes it could with minimal impacts
to the site,” said Sherri Akin, a member
of EGTS’s legal counsel.

The application came before the
Board with a recommendation for
approval from the Planning Commis-
sion. County staff found no outstand-
ing issues with the application and
reported no negative comments from
two community meetings held by
EGTS. However, one comment oppos-
ing the upgrade due to noise concerns
was submitted through the online tool.

According to EGTS, community
feedback has been positive with the
surrounding community confirming
that the compressor station is “a good
neighbor.” The company’s legal team
reported that a noise study found that
the upgrade would not cause the sta-
tion to produce sound above 55 db(A)
that could be heard from the property

line. The team said that the nearest res-
idence is 1,300 feet from the property
line.

The company plans to use
sound-proofing inside the new facil-
ity and blanketing outside the facil-
ity to mitigate noise. The project will
not affect the heavy tree cover around
the station. Another noise study will
be conducted after the upgrade is
completed.

The company’s legal team antici-
pated minimal construction traffic,
saying some gravel would need to be
transported and that the only other
construction traffic would be the con-
struction crew commuting to work
each day. Construction work would be
confined to the hours of 7 a.m.to 7 p.m.
on Monday through Saturday.

The company’s northeastern neigh-
bor made a comment in favor of the
special exception to the Board during
the public hearing.

“[Another compressor station] was
very noisy. So when C&G came in,
they made it a point to confront the
community’s response and the frus-
tration,” EGTS’s neighbor said. “[EGTS]
helped the other plant get quieter, and
[EGTS] was quieter than [the other sta-
tion]. They’ve been pretty much a good
neighbor.”

Leesburg resident Chris Tandy
opposed the special exception, citing
environmental concerns.

“I would ask you to vote against the
expansion because of climate change,”
Tandy said. “Obviously, natural gas is
a significant greenhouse gas. There’s
plenty of research that suggests that
natural gas is as harmful to the planet
as coal is when the leak rate is factored
in.”

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Lit-
tle River) said she would support the
special exception and that she would
research renewable energy options
before the voting on the application in
a business meeting.

The Board voted 8-0-1 to forward
the application to a business meeting.
Supervisor Sylvia Glass (D-Broad Run)
was absent.
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BY CHARLIE HOUSTON

The Drudgery of Research

Back in the pre-Google and pre-artificial intelligence
times, research could be torment. Some questions could
be answered through encyclopedias; others required
hours in libraries, poring through tome
after tome. Either way, information had
to be gathered, sorted, edited, and finally
shaped into something readable. It was time-consuming,
sometimes painfully so, but I usually enjoyed learning
random things.

OPINION

Some Research, Pre-Al

In fifth grade I wrote a paper on paranoid schizo-
phrenia. I found the topic fascinating, which apparently
showed in the A+ and glowing remarks I received. I'm
still not sure what choosing insanity as my topic choice
said about me.

Years later, while working at a law firm during gradu-
ate school, I was tasked with researching the metallurgy
of helicopter tail rotor blades. The firm’s client, a major
manufacturer, was defending wrongful death cases
involving in-flight tail rotor failures.

That assignment meant dense technical reading and
careful synthesis—no shortcuts available. I was a bud-
ding MBA with a liberal arts background, not a scientist,
but was able to present a cogent report.

In my development career, I once had to prepare a
paper comparing modern deep-cell parabolic lenses for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

Thanks Arthur Godfrey!

Dear Blue Ridge Leader,

I read the interesting article by Tim Jon in the April
edition of the Blue Ridge Leader about the Union Ceme-
tery. It caught my eye, because I wonder if he knows that
Arthur Godfrey, famed radio and TV celeb-
rity, is buried in the cemetery?

How do I know this? Well, before we
moved to Loudoun in 1982, 1 worked in the
LA film and TV industry. I mostly worked on TV series
and commercials, and my very last job before moving
the next day was to do an ad for supplemental insurance
with Arthur Godfrey as spokesman.

It was about January 31, 1982 or so.

He was in pretty bad shape then, riddled by emphy-
sema from years of smoking. All he had to do was to cut

LETTER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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What USA Hockey Taught Me About Raising
Confident, Competent, Motivated Kids

BY KEN FALKE

When I first became a coach with USA Hockey, I
thought I was signing up to teach kids how to skate
faster, pass better, and score more goals. What I didn’t
realize was that I was stepping into a laboratory for
life.

Ice rinks are cold, loud, and unforgiving. They are
also one of the best classrooms I’'ve ever found for
shaping human beings. Over time,
I’'ve come to understand that coach-
ing youth hockey isn’t primarily about
developing elite players. It’s about developing confi-
dent, competent, and motivated young people. And
those three traits—confidence, competence, and
motivation—are the foundation of any successful life.

OPINION

Confidence Is Built, Not Bestowed

Confidence doesn’t come from trophies. It doesn’t
come from participation medals. And it certainly

doesn’t come from telling a child they’re amazing
when they haven’t yet done anything amazing.

Confidence is earned.

On the ice, the transformation is visible. A child
who can barely stand up in October is skating back-
ward by February. A player terrified of the puck is sud-
denly calling for it in the corner. That confidence isn’t
a speech. It’s a byproduct of effort.

The key lesson I learned is this: confidence grows
when kids do hard things and realize they survived.

As a coach, my job isn’t to remove struggle. It’s to
manage it. Too little challenge, and kids get bored.
Too much, and they get overwhelmed. But when you
calibrate it right—when you push them just beyond
what they think they can do—you see something
powerful happen. They start believing in themselves
because they have evidence.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »
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Letters to the Editor continued on page 20

Valley Commerce
Center Will Use Too
Much Groundwater

Dear Editor:

The proposed Valley Commerce Cen-
ter applicant requests approval to pump
43,680 gallons of groundwater per day
(gpd). During the April
15 Public Hearing on this
project, the applicant’s
team suggested that household use of
water by the 39 by-right homes that
might be built on this property would
be higher than the proposed project
groundwater pumping rate but presented
no data to support this contention.

LETTER

During this same Public Hearing, it
was stated that the County staff esti-
mated that the likely water use by the
39 homes might total 13,650 gpd. This
is equivalent to 350 gpd per home. The
USEPA estimates that the average US
family of 4 uses roughly 400 gpd which is
very similar to the County staff estimate
of usage.

The pumping rate proposed by the
applicant (43,680 gpd) is roughly 3 times
the household use for 39 homes based
on either of these per-home estimates
(350 gpd staff, and 400 gpd USEPA).

It has been argued that the 39 homes
would have large lawns and pools, and
they would use much more water than
average homes. Certainly, an individual

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

Support Well-

Planned Flex
Space—We Need It
Dear Editor:

From a local business owners stand-
point, it’s becoming increasingly clear
that Loudoun County is
facing a shortage of flex
and light industrial space—
and it’s starting to impact more than just
business owners.

These types of spaces are where many

LETTER

of the services residents rely on actually
operate. With vacancy rates around 1%,
there is almost no room left. That kind of
constraint doesn’t just slow growth—it
limits opportunity. It makes it difficult for
new businesses to open and for existing
ones to expand. At the same time, ris-
ing costs are pricing many of them out
altogether.

This is why the conversation around
the proposed Valley Commerce Center
near Purcellville matters. From the out-
side, it’s hard to understand why there
wouldn’t be stronger support for adding

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »

The conflict of interests between Loudoun
County residents and businesses

Dear Editor:

On April 15, the Loudoun County Board
of Supervisors held a public comment
session regarding the pending Valley
Commerce Center rezoning proposal. A
relatively even number of
individuals spoke against
and for approval of the
rezoning proposal.

The differences between the positions
of the groups were obvious. Those who
spoke against approval were Purcell-
ville-area residents who stated that con-
struction of the Valley Commerce Center
would seriously degrade their quality
of life due to adverse impacts on traf-
fic, water availability, public safety, and
the area’s rural character, and that con-
struction would also be inconsistent with

LETTER

Loudoun County’s 2019 Comprehensive
Plan.

Those who spoke in favor were largely
business representatives who stated that
construction would benefit commercial
interests in western Loudoun County,
including their own businesses.

It is important to note that while this
particular hearing reflected a more bal-
anced response, over the past decade
residents of the Town of Purcellville and
the surrounding residential communities
have consistently voiced strong support
for maintaining the currently-planned
use of this property.

That use conforms to the existing resi-
dential zoning and the character of exist-
ing surrounding residential communities.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31>




MAY 2026 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM

Leautiful by

I =

(i (e

211 EAST MAIN STREET o PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA =

540-338-2613 * KSAKitchens.com




10

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM

MAY 2026

SUBMITTED BY JOSHUA WOLINSKI,
EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Consider this scenario: A teacher of
30 years and mother of three passes
away at age 58. She leaves behind a
modest home, a retirement account and
cherished family heir-
looms - but no estate
plan. Her children, still
grieving, find themselves
navigating a confusing
probate process, dis-
agreeing about when to
sell the house and con-
sidering who gets their
grandmother’s ring.

This mom wasn’t wealthy by most
measures, but her lack of planning cre-
ated confusion, conflict and uncertainty
at a time when her family needed clarity.
Her story reminds us of an important
truth: estate planning is about easing
conflict and making sure what you have
goes where you want it to go.

As you think about your own legacy,
consider these myths that can lead
to costly mistakes and unintended
outcomes.

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Four estate planning myths that could cost your family

Myth 1: Estate planning is only for
wealthy people. The desire to make
things easier for loved ones has nothing
to do with net worth. Formally docu-
menting your wishes reduces the bur-
den on family members and gives you
control. Without a plan, your state’s
laws will decide how your estate is han-
dled, and you may not like what those
laws say.

Myth 2: Having a will is all you need.
While a will is important, it only takes
effect after death. That means it offers
no protection if you become incapac-
itated and cannot make decisions for
yourself. It does, however, allow you
to name legal guardians for dependent
children.

The foundation of most estate plans
includes a will (which directs asset dis-
tribution), a financial power of attor-
ney (for financial decisions),a health
care power of attorney (for medical
decisions), and a medical directive (to
share your end of life wishes). While
not everyone needs a trust, there are
several that allow you to make special
provisions, such as for minor children, a

special needs family member or even a
cherished pet. Consulting with a finan-
cial advisor and an estate planning
attorney can help determine the right
combination based on your situation.

Myth 3: Equal distribution is always
fair. It’s likely that the individuals in
your estate plan, especially if they are
adult children, have different family and
financial situations. You may have one
child who’s extremely successful finan-
cially while another is struggling. Or
you may have assets, such as a house or
ownership of a family business, that are
more suitable for one beneficiary than
another. It’s important to consider any
unique circumstances as you develop
your estate plan.

Myth 4: I can set it and forget it. You’ll
want to review your estate plan every
few years or when a major life event
occurs. Life is full of changes, such as
marriages, divorces, new children and
relocations, and they will likely impact
your goals. Reviewing your plan helps
keep everything aligned with your
wishes and serves as a reminder to keep
your beneficiaries on all your assets up

to date.

Ultimately, estate planning is about
helping ensure your voice is heard and
your loved ones cared for, no matter
what the future holds. Remember, your
individual financial goals and questions
deserve individual attention. If you
think you might need specific financial
advice, please reach out to a local finan-
cial advisor.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

Edward Jones, its employees and finan-
cial advisors cannot provide tax or legal
advice. You should consult your attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your
situation.

Joshua Wolinski | (540) 338-2291|
joshua.wolinski@edwardjones.com.
“Aligning your financial future with your
personal goals, wants, and wishes.”

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: Chestnut Hill Road

BY TIM JON

Maybe it’s a good thing I didn’t get any pictures from
that climb up the first hill; I certainly know it’s a good
thing that I didn’t try. Going up what seemed like a
30-degree gradient, with no shoulders along the road-
way, and a guard rail that I wished were
a lot sturdier, I inadvertently caught
glimpses of the Potomac River off to the
right side—and what seemed like at least
a mile below me.

I had noticed Route 32—Chestnut Hill
Road—as the possibility
of an interesting drive among the Blue
Ridge Mountains on my last trip up to
Harpers Ferry—in the north-western
corner of Loudoun County. I have to
admit, it held my interest, all right.

Even though the road was paved,
I couldn’t help hoping that the Good
Earth would hold up underneath it, as
I carefully made my way skyward; the
way the soil was eroding away at the
roadside made me wish I had a set of
wings and a parachute, just in case.

And I haven’t even mentioned the

sights on the opposite side of
the road: stout cabling was
running along a good portion
of the sheer rock cliff, which
was hewn out of the Appala-
chian bedrock, so unceremo-
niously thrust up to create
all this topography. So: fear
of falling rock on my left,
and the dizzying sensation of
concerns of a quick tumble

into the river on my right; piece of cake, I didn’t say to
myself.

But I kept on climbing and eventually reached a point
where the road crested, and then dipped and cork-
screwed for what appeared to be the unforeseeable
future. I passed hamlets, villages and lone homesteads
along the way, but it seemed like a great deal of distance
had been covered before I found a partially civilized
area to pull off for a quick stretch and a brief camera
session.

Everywhere I looked, the world seemed at odds with
itself; the terms uphill and downhill had lost all mean-
ing: the terrain was a swirl of cockeyed angles and curv-
ing levels.

I fell back into my vehicle (at least that’s where I
landed) and proceeded along my chosen path. My next
stop came in a spiritual form—Silver Grove United
Methodist Church; the historic, wooden structure lay
nestled amongst the hills and the clouds, and I experi-
enced the feeling that heaven surely must be just a little
bit closer at this elevation. I mean, just in case.

What with all these crazy twists and turns, I felt I
could fall upward as easily as any other direction. Just
another experience of what I call the Loudoun County

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »




MAY 2026

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM n

BOS Forward Leesburg
Compressor Station SPEX
to Business Meeting

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

At a public hearing on Wednesday,
April 15, the Loudoun County Board of
Supervisors voted unanimously to for-
ward a special exception application
from the Leesburg Compressor Station
to a business meeting.

Eastern Gas Transmission & Storage,
Inc. (EGTS) submitted the application
so that the company can upgrade the
station’s production capacity to meet
increasing demand. According to its
website, EGTS “provides natural gas
transportation and storage services
with one of the largest
underground natural
gas storage systems in
the United States. With a main office in
Bridgeport, West Virginia, this multi-
state pipeline system links to other
major pipelines and to markets in the
Midwest, Mid-Atlantic and Northeast
regions.”

According to the county staff’s report,
the upgrades will largely be to existing
facilities. EGTS is looking to replace an
onsite drum storage facility with a com-
pressor building and build a new drum
storage facility. EGTS’s proposal also
includes an underground gas line and
an underground electrical line.

“EGTS really did try to make the most
changes it could with minimal impacts
to the site,” said Sherri Akin, a member
of EGTS’s legal counsel.

The application came before the Board
with a recommendation for approval
from the Planning Commission. County
staff found no outstanding issues with
the application and reported no neg-
ative comments from two community
meetings held by EGTS. However, one
comment opposing the upgrade due to
noise concerns was submitted through
the online tool.

According to EGTS, community
feedback has been positive with the
surrounding community confirming
that the compressor station is “a good
neighbor.” The company’s legal team
reported that a noise study found that
the upgrade would not cause the station
to produce sound above 55 db(A) that
could be heard from the property line.
The team said that the nearest residence
is 1,300 feet from the property line.

GOVERNMENT

The company plans to use
sound-proofing inside the new facil-
ity and blanketing outside the facility
to mitigate noise. The project will not
affect the heavy tree cover around the
station. Another noise study will be con-
ducted after the upgrade is completed.

The company’s legal team anticipated
minimal construction traffic, saying
some gravel would need to be trans-
ported and that the only other construc-
tion traffic would be the construction
crew commuting to work each day. Con-
struction work would be confined to
the hours of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Monday
through Saturday.

The company’s northeastern neigh-
bor made a comment in favor of the
special exception to the Board during
the public hearing.

“[Another compressor station] was
very noisy. So when C&G came in, they
made it a point to confront the com-
munity’s response and the frustration,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31»
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— Ask Dr. Mike —

The Digital Opt-Out: Is Technology
Making Adulthood Optional?

BY MICHAEL OBSCHNEIDER PSY.D.

For more than two decades as a psychol-
ogist in Northern Virginia, I have helped
adolescents navigate the familiar terrain
of growing up—motivation, identity,

relationships, and pur-
Ask Dr. Mike Pose. But today, the land-
= scape has fundamentally
changed. What I observe
is not merely a new varia-
tion of adolescence, but a
marked departure from it.
Increasingly, many young
people are not struggling
toward adulthood; they are quietly opting
out.

Traditional milestones that once sig-
naled the transition to independence—
getting a driver’s license, working a first
job, dating, and socializing in person—are
no longer widely shared goals.

Instead, they are often seen as unnec-
essary, inconvenient, or even undesirable.
Digital alternatives now offer something
far more appealing: control, comfort, and
aworld largely free of risk.

The data underscores this shift. Accord-
ing to the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration, only 60% of 18-year-olds held
a driver’s license in 2021, compared to
nearly 80% in the 1980s.

The CDC’s Youth Risk Behavior Survey
reveals that the percentage of high school
students who have had sexual intercourse
fell from 54% in 1991 to 38% in 2021. Teen
employment has also declined sharply
where summer job participation dropped
from nearly 60% in 1979 to about 35% in
2023.

Social habits have transformed as well.
Jean Twenge’s research shows that in the
late 1970s, 52% of high school seniors
met with friends almost daily; by 2017,
this had fallen to just 28%. Childhood
mobility has also diminished where in
1969 nearly half of children walked or
biked to school; today, only about 13%
do.

Globally, the World Health Organi-
zation reports that rates of adolescent
loneliness and social isolation are rising,
particularly in developed nations. The
Pew Research Center notes that the aver-
age American teenager now spends more
than seven hours per day on screens—
more time than they spend sleeping or in

school.

Rates of depression and anxiety among
adolescents have surged by more than
40% over the past decade, with many
researchers linking this to increased digi-
tal engagement and decreased real-world
interaction.

Here in Northern Virginia, where con-
venience and technology are deeply
woven into daily life, I hear a refrain that
captures the mood of this generation:
“Why bother?” Why get a license when
Uber exists? Why risk the vulnerabilities
of dating or rejection when digital substi-
tutes are readily available? Why work an
entry-level job when nearly everything
can be delivered to your door?

From a psychological perspective,
what’s being lost is something essential:
friction.

Friction—the small, ordinary chal-
lenges of life—is what many of today’s
youth tend to avoid. But friction is not a
nuisance; it is the mechanism through
which young people develop competence,
resilience, and identity. Learning to navi-
gate a difficult conversation, managing a
first job, getting dumped by someone you
like, are all experiences that build psy-
chological strength.

Digital environments, by contrast, are
designed to eliminate friction. Social
interactions can be curated, paused, or
abandoned. Entertainment is endless.
Academic work can now be outsourced to
artificial intelligence, bypassing the cog-
nitive effort required for genuine learn-
ing. When struggle disappears, so does
growth.

The result is not always obvious pathol-
ogy. I observe what I would describe
as existential drift—a sense of discon-
nection from real-world demands and
rewards. Many of these young people are
bright, capable, and technologically flu-
ent, yet they often feel unmoored, unmo-
tivated, and uncertain about how, or why,
to engage fully in life.

This is not simply a cultural shift; it
is a developmental one. Adolescence
has always been a period of risk-taking,
experimentation, and social learning.
When those experiences are replaced by
digital simulations, the developmental
process is altered.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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“It’s Absurd:” Loudoun

Supervisors Criticize Quantum
Park Data Center Expansion

BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

The Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors expressed skepticism toward another
proposed data center project in eastern
Loudoun during an April
15 public hearing on the
Quantum Park zoning
amendment, with several supervisors
openly questioning whether the county
has reached a breaking point on contin-
ued data center growth.

After a lengthy discussion, the board
voted 6-2-1 to move the application to
the May 19 Board of Supervisors business
meeting for a final decision. Supervisors
Juli Briskman (D-Algonkian) and Laura
TeKrony (D-Little River) voted against
advancing the item, while several other
supervisors indicated they are likely
to oppose the project when it returns
for a final vote. Supervisor Sylvia Glass
(D-Broad Run), whose district includes
the site, was absent.

The proposal would allow two new data
center buildings and a GIS substation on
roughly 40 acres within the Quantum
Park office campus near Loudoun County
Parkway and Waxpool Road in Ashburn.

County staff said the project includes
transportation improvements, right-of-
way dedication for future road connec-
tions, shared-use paths along Loudoun
County Parkway and Waxpool Road, and
enhanced landscaping and screening.

Over the course of the hearing, the dis-
cussion became less about the specifics
of the proposal and more about Loudoun
County’s broader struggle over the future
of data center development.

Several supervisors repeatedly pressed
staff on whether the project could pro-
ceed without board approval because of
earlier zoning approvals tied to the site’s
original WorldCom-era development
plan.

Staff clarified multiple times that
although the application is “grandfa-
thered” under the county’s older zon-
ing ordinance, the project still requires
approval because the original concept
plan tied development to a specific site
layout.

“They cannot develop, cannot be done
without the board approval,” Loudoun
Planning and Zoning staff member Hoa N.
Dao told supervisors during the hearing.

GOVERNMENT

Supervisor Koran Saines (D-Sterling)
repeatedly returned to that point during
questioning.

“So regardless if we say yes or no,”
Saines said, “if we say no, these are not
being built regardless.”

The applicant, represented by real
estate attorney Brian Winterhalter of
DLA Piper, argued the proposal fits
within the long-established technology
and telecommunications character of the
campus and surrounding area.

“The application before you to add two
data center buildings to the campus is
not in any way detracting from the office
campus that is there,” Winterhalter said.

Winterhalter said the existing office
buildings would remain and emphasized
that the project had undergone exten-
sive revisions during its review process,
including three Planning Commission
work sessions before ultimately receiving
a recommendation of approval.

“A big part of that effort was reducing
the building height ... from 100 feet to 65
feet,” he said.

He also said the applicant redesigned
the layout to preserve more visibility into
the existing office campus from Loudoun
County Parkway.

“The iconic, well known portion of the
center of the campus will continue to be
visible from Loudoun County Parkway,”
Winterhalter said.

But supervisors remained unconvinced.

Supervisor =~ Matthew  Letourneau
(R-Dulles) sharply criticized the proposal,
saying the county has reached a point
where developers are trying to fit data
centers into every square foot of land
possible.

“There comes a point where it just
becomes egregious,” Letourneau said.
“We’re really at the point where were
gonna take a pond out to put more data
centers in, to block an office building? It’s
absurd.”

The ponds on the property became one
of the hearing’s major discussion points.

The applicant plans to remove one pond
entirely and modify another into a storm-
water management facility. Winterhalter
argued one of the ponds no longer serves
any meaningful stormwater function.

“There is absolutely zero storm water

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Rayner et al Tax Challenge
Dismissed Again Amid
Ongoing Court Filings

BY VALERIE CURY

Loudoun County Circuit Court Judge
James E. Plowman on April 15 dis-
missed a revised legal challenge brought

by Purcellville Town
GOVERNMENT Council members Erin

Rayner, Kevin Wright,
and Caleb Stought, marking the sec-
ond time the court has declined to take
up the merits of their claims regarding
whether a supermajority vote is required
to set local tax rates.

Judge Plowman dismissed the case
after determining that it did not meet
the legal threshold required for judicial
review.

The lawsuit sought a judicial determi-
nation on whether a two-thirds super-
majority vote is required for the Town
Council to approve tax rates. However,
the court again found that the case did
not present an “actual controversy”
involving infringed legal rights.

Town Attorney Robert Sproul argued
that the dispute did not present a valid
legal controversy, but rather reflected a
disagreement over a prior council vote.
The court agreed, concluding that the
matter amounted to an internal dispute
among council members and dismissing
the case without addressing whether a
simple majority or supermajority vote is
required under Virginia law.

The ruling is consistent with long-
standing legal guidance provided to the
town. Both former Town Attorney John
Cafferky and his predecessor advised
that a supermajority vote is required
only to impose a new tax—not to adjust
an existing rate or adopt the annual
budget.

The legal challenge stems from a 4-3
vote in which the three council members
bringing the suit were in the minority.
Since losing their governing majority
following the 2024 election, the group
has turned to the courts to contest pro-
cedural and policy outcomes decided by
the council majority.

The plaintiffs were represented in
court by attorney Sarah Bruns of the
Marquis Law Group, a Leesburg-based
firm that includes State Sen. Russet
Perry among its members. Perry is the
sponsor of Senate Bill 648, legislation
tailored specifically to municipalities in

her district, with Purcellville being the
only locality that matches its size and
planning district classification.

SB 648, along with a proposed emer-
gency amendment passed the General
Assembly’s April 22 reconvened session.
The amendment allows for the imme-
diate removal of Vice Mayor Ben Nett.
The bill introduces a series of targeted
governance and oversight measures,
including:

» Requiring the automatic suspension
of town officials charged with felony
offenses, with courts authorized to
appoint temporary replacements

» Mandating a comprehensive, state-di-
rected study of the town’s debt, infra-
structure, utilities, and long-term
liabilities, to be completed by July 1,
2027

» Requiring the town to adopt a reme-
dial plan based on the study’s findings

* Restricting Town Council votes to
items published at least three days
in advance, unless waived by a three-
fourths supermajority

» Granting residents expanded legal
standing to challenge council deci-
sions, including priority court sched-
uling and potential reimbursement of
attorney’s fees

* Including the emergency clause lan-
guage tied to the amendment adopted
at the General Assembly’s April 22
reconvened session and signed by the
governor. The hearing for Nett’s sus-
pension from Town Council is sched-
uled for May 7.

The legislation is scheduled to sunset
on July 1, 2028, approximately one year
after the next town election.

The overlap between the ongoing
legal challenge, the plaintiffs’ represen-
tation by a firm connected to the bill’s
sponsor, and the advancement of leg-
islation directly affecting Purcellville
underscores a broader convergence of
legal and political efforts surrounding
control of the town’s governance.

This latest dismissal follows a Janu-
ary ruling in which the court similarly
found that the initial complaint failed to
justify declaratory relief. Although the
plaintiffs were granted an opportunity

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31»



MAY 2026

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM 15

Resident Demonstrates Disc Golf
Noise Ahead of Westpark Vote

BY VALERIE CURY

During its April 21 business meeting,
the Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors approved key design elements for
the Westpark Property Improvements
project in Leesburg, advancing plans to

convert the 134-acre
GOVERNMENT former golf course into
a passive park.

The proposal calls for preserving
much of the site’s natural landscape
while adding amenities such as walking
trails, parking areas, restrooms, pavil-
ions, a disc golf course, and water quality
improvements.

As part of its approval, the board
also directed several modifications to
the design, particularly related to the
planned disc golf course and its proxim-
ity to nearby homes.

These include establishing a minimum
100-foot setback—and in some areas 125
feet—between disc golf baskets and adja-
cent residential properties.

Additional changes call for adding
native plantings near baskets within

VI,

¢ 'ROOFING
¢ SIDING
% WINDOWS

125 feet of homes and increasing buffer
landscaping between parking areas and
neighboring properties.

The board also directed staff to explore
alternative basket materials, sometimes
referred to as “quiet baskets,” instead of
traditional heavy metal chain designs
that generate noise.

Landscape buffers along residential
property lines at both parking lots will
be increased from a Screen 2, Type B
buffer to a Screen 3, Type C buffer under
the Town of Leesburg’s zoning ordinance
before final design is completed. Type C
buffer is the highest level of screening
that the Town ordinance allows.

Supervisor Kristen Umstattd (D-Lees-
burg) said, “We have worked hard with
staff and staff has done the heavy lifting
to try to address the concerns that some
of the neighbors have had about these
stations being too close to their homes.”

She said the proposal incorporates a
100-foot separation and requires addi-
tional screening plantings within 125

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »
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SPECIAL SECTION

Older Americans
Month Highlights
Health and
Independence

Communities across the country will mark
Older Americans Month throughout May,
recognizing the contributions of older adults
while promoting awareness of issues related
to aging.

This year’s theme, “Champion Your Health,”
focuses on the importance of prevention,
wellness, and personal responsibility in main-
taining quality of life as people age. The obser-
vance encourages older adults to stay engaged
in their own health by seeking preventive care,
making informed choices, and taking steps to
support independence.

Health experts often point to the value of
staying physically active, managing chronic
conditions, and maintaining social connec-
tions as key factors in healthy aging. The
theme also reflects a growing emphasis on
self-management and access to reliable health
information.

Beyond individual actions, the month high-
lights the role communities play in supporting
older residents. Local organizations, service
providers, and volunteers help connect people
with resources, programs, and opportunities to
remain active and engaged.

Many communities use the month to host
educational programs, wellness activities, and
social events designed to reduce isolation and
promote overall well-being.

Residents and organizations are also
encouraged to share how they are recogniz-
ing Older Americans Month and to highlight
efforts that support older adults.

The annual observance serves as both a
celebration and a call to action—honoring the
contributions of older adults while encourag-
ing continued focus on health, independence,
and community support.
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LEADER & LOUDOUN
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Living Loudoun: A Vibrant I\/Iay for the 50+ Crowd

BY VALERIE CURY

There’s something special about May
in Loudoun County. The rolling green
hills return to life, farmers markets
reopen with fresh abundance, and the
calendar fills with opportunities to get
out, connect, and enjoy everything this
beautiful region has to offer. For adults
50 and better, Loudoun isn’t just a place
to live—it’s a place to thrive.

Whether you’re looking to stay active,
explore new interests, or simply savor
the season, there are countless ways to
embrace lifestyle and leisure this spring.

Sip, Savor, and Socialize

Loudoun County has earned its rep-
utation as “DC’s Wine Country,” and
spring is prime time to enjoy it. Wineries
like Stone Tower Winery and Bluemont
Vineyard offer not only award-winning
wines but also breathtaking views of the
Blue Ridge Mountains.

Prefer something more casual? Bear
Chase Brewing Company pairs scenic
outdoor seating with live music and
a relaxed, social atmosphere—perfect
for gathering with friends on a sunny
afternoon.

Get Moving in the Great Outdoors

Staying active in Loudoun often
means heading outside. The Washing-
ton & Old Dominion Trail remains a
favorite for walking, biking, or simply
enjoying the scenery at your own pace.

Parks like Algonkian Regional Park
offer peaceful river views, shaded paths,
and plenty of space to unwind, exercise,
or meet up with friends and family.

Community, Connection, and Lifelong Wellness

Across Loudoun, local programs

are making it easier than ever to stay
engaged—and the Town of Leesburg is
a standout example.

Through the Town of Leesburg Parks
and Recreation Department, residents
have access to a full-service recreation
center featuring pickleball, basket-
ball, racquetball, group fitness studios,
and a fully equipped wellness facility.
An expansive aquatic center—with lap
pools, a warm-water pool, and even a
seasonal outdoor water park—offers
something for every comfort level.

Beyond the facilities, Leesburg’s

17 parks—spread across its 12 square
inviting

miles—provide spaces for

walking, relaxing, and gathering. From
scenic trails to tennis courts and open
green spaces, it’s easy to find ways to
stay active while enjoying the outdoors.

Markets, Music, and Moments That Matter

Spring and summer in Loudoun are
defined by community events—and
there’s no shortage of them. The Lees-
burg Farmers Market is a perennial
favorite, offering fresh produce, baked
goods, and a chance to connect with
neighbors.

Seasonal events bring even more

energy to the area. Signature celebra-
tions like the Leesburg Flower and Gar-
den Show and Taste Leesburg highlight
local flavor and creativity, while the
Leesburg Airshow delivers excitement
for all ages later in the year.

As the weather warms, the Leesburg
Summer JAMS Concert Series returns
to the Town Green, filling Saturday eve-
nings with music and community spirit.
It’s the perfect excuse to pack a picnic,
invite friends, and enjoy a relaxed night
under the stars.

And looking ahead, the Independence
Day Celebration promises a full day of

patriotic fun—from a morning parade
through downtown to an evening con-
cert and fireworks at Ida Lee Park.

Day Trips & Hidden Gems

Beyond Leesburg, Loudoun offers
charming escapes in every direction.
Spend an afternoon in Middleburg
browsing boutiques and galleries, or
take a scenic drive along the Snickers-
ville Turnpike, where rolling country-
side and historic charm create a perfect
spring backdrop.

Living Well, Living Fully

Today’s 50+ generation is redefining
what it means to age—and Loudoun
County provides the perfect setting to
do just that. With its mix of wellness
opportunities, cultural events, and nat-
ural beauty, it’s easy to stay active, con-
nected, and inspired.

This May, take advantage of every-
thing Loudoun has to offer. Whether
you’re exploring a new trail, enjoying
live music, or discovering a local favor-
ite, you’ll find that living well here isn’t
just possible—it’s effortless.

Don’t Turn Your Backs On Small Businesses

Dear Editor:

As a Loudoun based business owner, I’ve seen sig-
nificantly less flex and light industrial space in our
county. The short supply is concerning since this is
exactly the kind of space that small
and mid-sized businesses need to
offer their services and grow.

Right now, the county has a 1% vacancy rate for this
type of space, making it very difficult for startup busi-
nesses and others. In addition, the exceptionally tight
market for flex space has driven up costs, making it not

LETTER

only hard to find but hard to afford.

That’s one of the reasons I’'ve been watching the
proceedings surrounding the Valley Commerce Center.
It seems out of touch for our local community to not
support having more flex space.

Your neighbors who own businesses have fewer
places to hang their shingles so they can provide the
services you need to paint your house, fix your plumb-
ing or AC, install your tv, tutor your kids, and clean
your home.

Without a place to do business, they will exit the

county—both their business and possibly them as well,
leaving all of us with fewer services and a smaller tax
base.

I enjoy living and working here and would welcome
the Valley Commerce Center outside of Purcellville as
well as other local flex space options.

Small businesses have always been the back-
bone of communities. Turning our backs on them is
short-sighted.

Keith Mainland
Purcellville



MAY 2026 FIFTY AND BEYOND: LIVING LIFE TO THE FULLEST | SPECIAL SECTION | THE BLUE RIDGE LEADER AND LOUDOUN TODAY 21

.").
WRLD ELDER ABUSE
MAWARENESS DAY

Building Strong Support for Elders

2026 Loudoun County

World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day

Tuesday, June 2| 9:00am-2:30pm

The Lodge at Hanson Park | 23394 Endeavor Dr. | Aldie, VA
Lunch will be provided | Pre-registration is required

Who should attend: Caregivers, community partners, law
enforcement, fire and rescue, social workers, attorneys and
healthcare professionals.

LOUDOUN
Area Agency c O UNTY
@

Loudoun County

PRCS

Family

On Aging Services

VIRGINIA




22 FIFTY AND BEYOND: LIVING LIFE TO THE FULLEST | SPECIAL SECTION | THE BLUE RIDGE LEADER AND LOUDOUN TODAY

MAY 2026

Loudoun’s S.A..L. Program Builds
Strength, Community and Confidence

Every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, a room inside
the PRCS main building in Leesburg fills with energy,
laughter, and determination. From 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
older adults, caregivers, and volunteers gather for a
program that is about far more than exercise—it’s about
independence, resilience, and connection.

The free class, known as S.A.I.L.—Stay Active and
Independent for Life—is offered by the Loudoun County
Area Agency on Aging. Designed specifically for adults
aged 65 and older, S.A.LL. is an evidence-based fitness
program focused on improving strength, balance, and
overall mobility—key components in reducing the risk
of falls and maintaining quality of life.

A Program Built for Everyone

The 55-minute class is intentionally accessible. Par-
ticipants move through a low-impact, total-body rou-
tine that includes cardio, strength training, balance
work, and stretching. For those with limited mobility,
seated modifications ensure that everyone can partic-
ipate safely and comfortably. Weights are provided, and
participants are encouraged to move at their own pace.

But the class offers more than physical benefits. Music
fills the room, conversations spark easily, and a sense
of camaraderie develops naturally among attendees.

Caregivers often join alongside their loved ones, making
the experience both supportive and shared.

“It’s just fun with results,” one participant shared.
“SAIL has helped me with strength, flexibility, and
avoiding falls. The instructors are wonderful and very
understanding.”

Another participant echoed the sentiment, “I attend
the S.A.LL. Exercise Program because first of all—it’s
fun. The instructors are terrific, the students friendly,
and the program includes three important components:
aerobics, balance, and weight lifting ... Did I mention it’s
free? It’s just the perfect class for me.”

Backed by Research, Supported by Partnerships

The S.A.LL. program is not just a local initiative—
it’s part of a broader regional effort to address a grow-
ing public health concern. The Loudoun County Area
Agency on Aging partners with the Northern Virginia
Fall Prevention Alliance, which is based at Marymount
University. Through federal grants from the Adminis-
tration for Community Living, the program is offered
free of charge to participants.

The impact has been significant. Since 2023, the
alliance has reached 1,846 older adults, trained 220
coaches, and delivered 150 workshops across the region.
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Tuscarora Mill Welcomes Spring!
Join Us For an Elegant 5 Course Wine Dinner
with Master Sommellier Robert Jones of '
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Addressing a Critical Health Issue

The importance of programs like S.A.I.LL. becomes
clear when considering the data. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, one in
four Americans aged 65 and older experiences a fall
each year. Falls are the leading cause of both fatal and
non-fatal injuries among older adults, and the financial
burden is substantial—projected to exceed $101 billion
annually by 2030.

These statistics highlight why prevention matters.
Strength, balance, and awareness are not just fitness
goals; they are essential tools for maintaining indepen-
dence and avoiding life-altering injuries.

More Than Exercise: A Community

While the physical benefits of S.A.I.L. are measurable,
many participants say the emotional and social rewards
are just as meaningful. The classes foster friendships,
reduce isolation, and create a sense of belonging that
extends beyond the exercise room.

For caregivers, the program provides a rare oppor-
tunity to engage in a shared, positive activity with
loved ones. For participants, it offers encouragement,
accountability, and joy.

In a world where aging is often framed in terms of
limitations, S.A.LL. offers a different perspective—one
rooted in capability, connection, and confidence.

As the music plays and participants move through
their routines in Leesburg, the message is clear—stay-
ing active isn’t just about adding years to life—it’s about
adding life to those years.

1<,
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Stay Active
& Independent
forLife (S-ALL) ee]

Join the Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging
for the evidence-based exercise program, SAIL.
Stay active and independent by improving
strength, increasing balance, and preventing falls!

All abilities welcome. Free event.

@ uesdays & Thursdays Q PRCS Main Office
2:30-3:30pm 742 Miller Drive SE, Leeshurg

Q) 571-439-9776
Loudoun County

PRCS

Area Agency

on Aging ﬁ AAAsupport@loudoun.gov

BB 'oudoun.gov/AAA
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NATIONAL
FIREPLACE
INSTITUTE"

A CERTIFICATION ABENCY

T T
HPB EDUCATION FOUNDATION

HOLTZMAN

PROPANE

HOLTZMAN ‘

OlL CORP.

FIREPLACE STORE

SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE | PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292

Hours: Monday - Friday — 8am to 5pm

YOUR LOCAL PROPANE AND NFI1 CERTIFIED FIREPLACE EXPERTS

Stop by our
Grill Cylinder Fill Station today!

$3.750" Per Gallon Cylinder Fill

*Prices subject to change without notice.

ENFORCE PREMIUM DIESEL
Best Performance Benefits
For All Diesel Engines

HoltzmanCorp.com

Remembering Kevin Joseph Keane

Kevin Joseph Keane passed away on
April 13 after a long battle with cancer.
Kevin died at home surrounded by fam-
ily. He is survived by his
beloved wife, Micaela,
their four children, Atti-
cus, Marguerite, Benjamin, and Olivia.

He is also survived by his siblings:
Becky (Charlie); Kathy (Marty); Doc
(Kathy); Karol/Noonie (Ron) and Marcie
in addition to many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his mother,
Elizabeth Lacy Keane and his father
Thomas Keane.

Kevin was born on September 10, 1965
at Columbia Hospital for Women in the

OBITUARY

District of Columbia. Kevin spent most
of his professional life restoring and
managing historic properties in Loudoun
County. He was a gregarious Renaissance
man who never met a stranger. He could
talk to a brick wall and make it laugh. He
also never suffered fools.

He will be remembered for his love for
his family, most especially for his wife,
Micaela who spent the last four years
devoted to Kevin and his care.

A celebration of Kevin’s life was held at
their family home in Hamilton, Va on Sat-
urday April 25.

Arrangements by Hall Funeral Home,
Purcellville, VA.

Hillsboro Tie-Dye Day, Concert to
Benefit Loudoun Hunger Relief

The Hillsboro Ruritans and the Town of
Hillsboro will host a day-long community
event May 23 featuring tie-dye workshops,
local food and drink vendors, and a free
evening concert, all benefiting Loudoun
Hunger Relief.

The event will take
place at the Old Stone
School and The Gap, offering activities for
all ages and a focus on creativity, music
and community service.

Organizers say the idea grew out of a
partnership aimed at supporting residents
facing food insecurity across Loudoun
County.

“The Ruritans pledge is to support
urban and rural communities in times of
stress and need through fellowship, good-
will and community service,” said Aaron
Gilman, Hillsboro Ruritans vice president
and Zone 5 governor. “Today, many peo-
ple in Loudoun are struggling to put food
on the table, so we’re supporting Loudoun
Hunger Relief’s 35 years of work with this
family-fun event. Come, learn, take home
your own tie-dye masterpiece—and help
those among us in need.”

Tie-dye sessions begin at 10 a.m. at the
Old Stone School and will be offered in
14 scheduled workshops throughout the
day. Each session includes instruction on
the history of tie-dye, demonstrations of
techniques by experienced artists, and
materials for participants to create their
own shirts. Registration includes instruc-
tion, materials, and access to an ink sta-
tion. Children may attend with adults.
Information is available at https://bit.ly/
Hillsborotiedye.

“I can see parents and—even grand-

COMMUNITY

parents who were part of the tie-dye cul-
ture in the day—bringing their children
and grandchildren to share in the creative
experience, take home a special keepsake
and create positive energy through art,”
Gilman said.

Throughout the day, visitors can enjoy
food trucks, the Ruritans Food Trailer, Moo
Thru ice cream, and beverages including
local beer and wine at The Gap Bar. Ven-
dors will also be set up at the Fruits of The
Gap Market.

The free “Next Wave” concert begins at 5
p.m. on The Gap Stage and will feature five
local youth bands from across Loudoun
County: Dogs of Puerto Rico, Dukes of
London, Valhalla, UV Index and Suncrest.

Concertgoers are encouraged to bring
non-perishable food items or make dona-
tions to Loudoun Hunger Relief.

“We are very pleased to be working
alongside the Hillsboro Ruritans to bring
this special event to the community and
support Loudoun Hunger Relief,” said
Hillsboro Mayor Roger Vance. “This prom-
ises to be fun for all ages and a great way to
give to others in need.”

Vance also said the event highlights
local talent. “We are delighted to encour-
age and showcase the wealth of young
musical talent from across Loudoun with
the Next Wave concert and give them a
shot to perform on The Gap Stage.”

Proceeds and donations will benefit
Loudoun Hunger Relief, which has served
the community for more than 35 years.

Tickets and registration information are
available at https://bit.ly/Hillsborotiedye.
Additional town events can be found at
www.oldstoneschool.org.
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Students Take Center Court at Vipers’ Moving and Groovmg nght

It wasn’t just basketball on the court Sunday—it was
a full afternoon of school spirit, dancing and home-
town pride as the Virginia Valley Vipers hosted “Mov-
ing and Grooving Night” during their matchup against
the Frederick Flying Cows.

The late-April event brought together students and

families from five of Loudoun County’s

COMMUNITY  smaller elementary schools—Aldie,

Banneker, Lincoln, Hamilton and

Waterford—for a game-day experience that extended
far beyond the final score.

From the stands to the hardwood, students were
part of the action. During media timeouts, children
took turns participating in on-court games and activi-
ties, drawing cheers from classmates and parents alike.

P' T,

Locally Owned and Operated Self-Service Pet Wash 5 for $30

Adding to the excitement, mascots from Lincoln and

Hamilton joined the Vipers’ own mascot, Venom the |

Viper, for photos and crowd interaction.

“Our Lincoln Leopards are delighted to join in the
fun this Sunday, and we’re ready to cheer for our
Vipers!” said Lincoln Elementary Parent Teacher Orga-
nization representative Jen Hergenroeder ahead of the
event. “Lincoln families, and our fellow Loudoun small
school communities, are all happy to support our local
team.”

A key part of the afternoon was the team’s “Kids
Get in Free” initiative, which was in part sponsored by
Al Van Huyck, allowed students from the participat-
ing schools to attend the game at no cost, thanks to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr. | Mon-Sat: 9-9 « Sun: 10-6 | 540.299.7959

Y

Full-Service Grooming

1 Hour Curbside Pickup

Delivery
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aAres

We are currently paving in your are

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested i having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES « LONG LANES « DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS » PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES * GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK « ASPHALT MILLINGS

Maybe you have a bit area you would love to have
blacktopped but you can’t afford to pave the whole thing right
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by
your house just big enough to park your vehicles, or we can
install as little as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!
Free Estimates « Fast Service « Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(571) 255-9187

1843218 Livensed and Tnswred

PURCELLVILLE FARMERS MARKET,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
supporting local growers and makers,
and making the market a place people
look forward to every week.”

With its fresh energy, engaging
atmosphere, and strong focus on local

excellence, the Purcellville Farmers
Market continues to grow as a must-visit
destination for residents and visitors
alike.

For vendor information and musician
registration, visit www.purcellvillefarm-
ers.com.

QUANTUM PARK DATA CENTER,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

management function to the eastern
pond,” he said.

Still, several supervisors and county
residents argued the ponds remain envi-
ronmentally and visually valuable.

Tia Earman, speaking on behalf of
the Piedmont Environmental Council,
described Quantum Park as “one of our
last corporate parks” and said the site’s
ponds are known locally for bird activity.

Earman argued the proposal conflicts
with the county’s planning goals for sub-
urban employment areas and would con-
tinue replacing employment-oriented
land with data center infrastructure.

“Additional data centers on this prop-
erty do not advance county goals for the
policy area,” she said.

Residents who spoke during the hear-
ing echoed concerns about the cumu-
lative impact of data center growth in
eastern Loudoun.

Ashburn resident Jillian Cantor told
supervisors the area already feels over-
whelmed by industrial development.

“It is already terrible driving past
there,” she said, referring to the growing
concentration of data centers along Wax-
pool Road and nearby corridors.

“It makes me so upset. There can be no
question at this point that data centers
are harmful to people and to the environ-
ment,” Cantor added.

Chris Tandy, another resident who
spoke during the hearing, criticized the
continued expansion of data centers near
neighborhoods and referenced growing
public concern over noise and environ-
mental impacts.

“The phrase ‘surrounded by data cen-
ters’ was mentioned,” Tandy said, “and I
can’t help thinking that it really should
be the new county slogan.”

Supervisors also questioned the appli-
cant about generators, cooling systems,
noise mitigation and setbacks from
nearby residential areas.

TeKrony raised concerns about noise
from existing nearby data centers and
asked whether the applicant would com-
mit to additional noise attenuation mea-
sures and Tier 4 generators.

Winterhalter said the applicant would
agree to Tier 4 generators and would
consider additional noise mitigation
measures if needed.

The hearing reflected how dramati-
cally Loudoun County’s political conver-
sation around data centers has shifted in
recent years.

For decades, county leaders largely
embraced the industry because of the
tax revenue it generates. Chair Phyllis
Randall (D-At Large) acknowledged that
reality during the hearing even while sig-
naling opposition to the Quantum Park
project itself.

“The truth is, data centers don’t raise
our taxes,” Randall said. “In fact, they
lower your taxes by a good little bit.”

But Randall also posed and answered a
rhetorical question: “Have we gone over
a tipping point for data centers them-
selves? I would say we have.”

Supervisor Mike Turner (D-Ashburn)
echoed that concern, arguing that the
cumulative strain on infrastructure can
no longer be ignored.

“Every new data center we approve
puts another burden on an already over-
burdened infrastructure in our county,”
he said.

Supervisor Caleb Kershner (R-Cato-
ctin) also expressed concern that some
newer applications appear driven more
by squeezing additional development
into leftover spaces than by thoughtful
planning.

“What we’re literally trying to do here
is put it right up fairly near the road,”
Kershner said.

Despite the criticism, the board ulti-
mately voted to move the application
forward for procedural reasons. Sev-
eral supervisors noted that applications
expected to face denial generally proceed
to a business meeting so formal findings
for denial can be prepared before a final
vote.

“A yes vote to move an application to a
business meeting is not a yes vote for the
application,” Letourneau said.

The board is expected to take final
action on the Quantum Park zoning
amendment at its May 19 business
meeting.
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RESIDENT DEMONSTRATES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

feet of residential property lines to help
address community concerns—and the
extra protections will protect the resi-
dents who live along the course.

Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At Large)
made a friendly amendment to direct
staff to research having quieter basket
options.

Supervisor Juli Briskman (D-Algon-
kian) said the changes are a nice com-
promise and that there is demand for
disc golf. She emphasized that the park
is intended to remain passive.

Randall said she would not want the
noise from a disc golf course near her
home and noted that residents rely on
existing conditions when they choose
where to live.

Randall said the project does not
reflect what residents expected when
they purchased their homes and added
that she did not hear support for it from
any residents.

The motion passed 8-0-1 with Super-
visor Sylvia Glass (D-Broad Run) absent.

The April 21 vote follows weeks of
debate over the project, with much of
the concern focused on the proposed
disc golf course and its proximity to
nearby homes. Residents have raised

issues about noise, safety, and increased
activity, particularly along Clubhouse
Drive and surrounding neighborhoods.

At aMarch committee meeting, county
staff said some disc golf baskets could be
as close as 75 feet from residential prop-
erty lines, prompting concerns from
residents who described opposition as
widespread and well documented.

Supervisors acknowledged receiving
more than 140 public comments, many
focused on concerns about the location
of the course and related amenities,
including parking areas, restrooms, and
a pavilion.

Those concerns carried into the April
21 meeting, where supervisors said they
received more than 140 public com-
ments, many focused on the location
of the course and related amenities,
including parking areas, restrooms, and
a pavilion. Several residents also spoke
in opposition during the meeting.

Richard Jackson said, “I am here to
express our continued strong opposition
to the proposed disc golf and parking
lots in Westpark.”

He said the proposed location is in the
middle of an established neighborhood
and it raises significant concerns about

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

Danny Davis is New Deputy
Loudoun County Administrator

County Administrator Tim Hemstreet
announced that Danny Davis has been
appointed as a deputy county admin-
istrator effective July 2.
Davis, who was selected
for the position after
a nationwide search,
has recently served as
the town manager of
Middleburg.

Davis began his public
service career with the
Loudoun County govern-
ment, including as a legis-
lative aide to a member of
the Board of Supervisors,
and later as senior project
manager and chief of staff in the Office
of the County Administrator. From 2015
to 2017 he was assistant town manager
in Purcellville.

“We had a very competitive pool
of highly qualified applicants for this
importantpositionwithinCountyAdmin-
istration and Mr. Davis’ extensive expe-
rience in local government, including his

Visit more than 40 artists in their studios and at two welcoming

arts centers, watch them at work, enjoy demonstrations,

buy art and take in the beautiful Loudoun countryside while

driving on this three-day self-guided studio tour!

previous service with Loudoun County,
makes him an outstanding candidate to
take on this role,” said Hemstreet. “I'm
confident his experiences
in Loudoun along with
many stakeholders in our
region will be an asset to
our organization.”

Davis will join mem-
bers of the Office of the
County  Administrator
in directing and super-
vising the day-to-day
operations of Loudoun
County departments and
agencies that are under
the direct control of the
Board of Supervisors.

Davis has a bachelor’s degree in public
policy from Patrick Henry College and
master’s in public administration from
George Mason University. He is also
an active member of the International
City/County Management Association
and has earned a Credentialed Manager
designation.
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LET’S KEEP PURCELLVILLE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Road to the west lies the Mayfair subdi-
vision, a neighborhood of 262 homes.
Additional parcels extend to the west,
while two adjoining properties to the
east fall within the Hillsboro and For-
estal districts. A separate 12-acre par-
cel, once part of the original property, is
located to the south.

While the area is largely residential,
industrial uses exist nearby but are not
directly adjacent.

Staff estimates that if the property
were developed with the allowed 39
homes, baseline water demand would be
13,650 gallons per day.

County staff has identified remaining
issues with the application. According
to Senior Planner and Project Manager
Rachael Iwanczuk, the proposal is incon-
sistent with the development pattern
and land use guidance for the Purcell-
ville JLMA Rural Neighborhood Place
Type, as outlined in the Loudoun County
2019 General Plan.

Iwanczuk said the place type supports
low-density, large-lot and clustered resi-
dential development, along with agricul-
tural and rural economy uses.

Additionally, the impacts of the indus-
trial uses are not adequately mitigated
with regard to their proximity to resi-
dential uses, with County consultants
finding a reasonable potential for offsite
effects on water availability.

The owner has offered to monitor
offsite wells for up to two years, with
on-site mitigation if negative effects
are detected. The proposals includes an
option to eliminate the Northern Collec-
tor Road, and expand tree conservation.

Although the County Planning Com-
mission voted 6-2-1 to approve the
project, county planning staff has rec-
ommended denial.

In a Feb. 5, 2025, memorandum, staff
found the application inconsistent with
the County’s 2019 General Plan and the
Purcellville Joint Land Management
Area Rural Neighborhood Place Type,
stating that “impacts associated with the
proposed industrial zoning are not ade-
quately mitigated given the immediate
proximity to residential uses.” Staff cited
the scale and intensity of the proposal
as incompatible with nearby residential
properties and rural land-use policies.

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Little
River) said she is concerned about the
use of on-site wells. “The zoning ordi-
nance requires that industrial projects
be served by public utilities.” TeKrony
added, “We can’t conclude that there

won’t necessarily be impacts.”

She said a third-party consultant
reviewed the hydrogeologic study and
disagreed with its conclusion that offsite
impacts would not occur.

Iwanczuk said, “The County’s con-
sultant suggested there’s a reasonable
potential that there could be offsite
effects.”

Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At Large)
said, “I see my main job when I’'m having
these discussions is land use. I say all the
time—1I love land use and zoning. This is
land use ... From a land use point of view,
this is not an appropriate use.”

Randall said the County needs “this
product very much.” She said, “It is not
the use; it is the land use that does not
work for me.”

Senior land use planner Michael
Romeo of Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley &
Walsh, speaking on behalf of the appli-
cant, said the proposal mitigates impacts
more effectively than the by-right resi-
dential development.

On the western boundary, he said there
will be a 125-foot enhanced buffer along
Wright Farm and a 358-foot setback from
the nearest home in the Wright Farm
neighborhood. Romeo said the planned
Route 7/690 interchange will bring sig-
nificant improvements and reduce pres-
sure on Hirst Road. “It will reduce traffic
by 25%.”

Speaking on behalf of the applicant,
Jamie Emery of Emery & Garrett Ground
Water Investigations said a large well
system would require monthly opera-
tions and maintenance, allowing for reg-
ular monitoring, while individual homes
would rely on private wells without cen-
tralized oversight.

Supervisor Caleb Kershner (R-Cato-
ctin) said a 4,500-square-foot home
typically uses between 2,000 and 4,000
gallons per day during the summer
months with sprinkler use.

TeKrony asked Charles Yudd, direc-
tor of planning and development for JK
Land Holdings, for data supporting his

assertion that 39 homes on the 117-acre
property would consume more water
than the proposed nearly one-million-
square-foot industrial development.

Yudd said his assessment was based on
utility bill data from similar uses in other
localities. He said flex uses vary widely in
water demand depending on the mix of
office and storage, with long-term stor-
age generally requiring low water usage
per square foot. He reiterated that over-
all water demand would be higher under
39 individual homes.

TeKrony responded, “That’s anecdotal,
that’s not data.”

Citizen Comments

Mayor Chris Bertaut urged the Board
not to move the proposal forward, say-
ing it would have severe and long-last-
ing impacts on surrounding residential
neighborhoods—“and by surrounding,
I mean they literally go around this
proposal.”

He said it includes more than 600
homes and brings with it catastrophic
increases in traffic and long-term
impacts to the availability of groundwa-
ter for both residential wells and munic-
ipal water supply.

At the Jan. 8, 2025, Purcellville Town
Council special meeting, Bertaut, along
with Vice Mayor Ben Nett and Council
members Carol Luke and Susan Khalil,
voted against the Valley Commerce Cen-
ter annexation proposal.

Council Members Erin Rayner, Kevin
Wright, and Caleb Stought did not vote
against the application, saying they had
previously been part of a council majority
that voted to move the process forward.

He added, “This project was rejected
by your planning department because it
is fundamentally incompatible with uses
envisioned in the County’s Comprehen-
sive Plan and also in Purcellville’s Com-
prehensive Plan for this area.”

Council Member Erin Rayner asked,
“Can you please, please remove the
Northern Collector Road portion of May-
fair Crown Drive from Purcellville Road
that ends at Centerfield Road from the
Transportation Plan?”

However, at the Jan. 14, 2025 Purcell-
ville Town Council meeting—more than
a year before the April 15, 2026 County
public hearing—Rayner declined to
vote to remove the Northern Collector
Road from Purcellville’s Transportation
Plan. She said, “Just randomly removing
this without a transportation study is
illogical.”

Mayfair resident Dan Carvill said he

was speaking for concerns raised by resi-
dents from several nearby communities,
including 262 homes in Mayfair, 100 in
Wright Farm, 34 in Chestnut Hills, 72
in Catoctin Meadows, and 137 in Old
Dominion Valley.

“I want you to think back to when you
first owned a home—when you were
looking for something safe for your fam-
ily—where your kids could play in the
streets. You wanted a home—a place that
matched your values. We chose this area
for our homes to start our lives.”

Nan Forbes said hundreds of home-
owners near this site have made the big-
gest financial decision in their lives to
have a home in Purcellville. “They have
invested financially in Purcellville based
on a reliance in the Comprehensive Plan.
No one bought their home expecting an
industrial park next door ... There are
traffic issues, water issues and a gross
denigration of the rural character of Pur-
cellville and western Loudoun County.”

Michael Parish said that the County
planning staff has recommended denial
of the application finding it inconsistent
with the Comprehensive Plan. He said,
“This site is designated as rural neigh-
borhood, not an industrial park.”

“Even after multiple submissions the
County has stated that there is insuf-
ficient information to evaluate water
usage and impacts,” said Parish.

Ryan Goller, who sells and leases
industrial and flex space, spoke in sup-
port of the proposal, saying there is a
shortage of industrial space, especially
in western Loudoun. He said the proj-
ect is needed and aligns with existing
development patterns and that he visits
the nearby industrial park on Richardson
Lane weekly.

Tony Howard, CEO of the Loudoun
County Chamber of Commerce, said the
Chamber supports the proposed Valley
Commerce Center. “Loudoun faces a
serious imbalance in its economy imbal-
ances created by critical shortages of
flex industrial, light manufacturing and
warehouse space that is constraining
small business growth.”

Audrey Young said the project is “so
detrimental to the health and safety of
the general welfare of the residents of
Purcellville.”

“I support the Valley Commerce Cen-
ter to help fellow business like mine
grow,” said Scott Moffat with Crisak, LLC.

Chase Stewart a commercial real
estate broker said she supports the proj-
ect because there is a need for more flex

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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LET’S KEEP PURCELLVILLE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

space. She said that multiple businesses
have gone to Prince William to find
space.

“Our town faces a real shortage of
light commercial rental space that small
service businesses rely on to operate”
close to the clients his company serves,
said business owner Joseph Parker.

President of JK Moving, David Cox said
the project would supply much needed
supplemental warehouse space “for our
long-term customers, including archives
and record storage.”

Lloyd Harting said truck traffic is
already bad on Purcellville Road—which
is a narrow country road with narrow
lanes. “It is physically impossible for
two tractor trailers to pass each other
going in opposite directions and there
are two signs on Purcellville Road which
specifically state that through trucks are
prohibited.”

Council Member Susan Khalil said,
“This project is fundamentally incom-
patible with both the County’s Com-
prehensive Plan and the Town of
Purcellville’s  Comprehensive  Plan.
These plans exist for a reason—to guide
thoughtful, consistent growth that
reflects the character and long-term
vision of our community.” This proposal
does the opposite, she said.

Jenilee Belanger, HOA president for
Mayfair and speaking on behalf of the
262 homeowners, said, “We are here
today in opposition of the proposed Val-
ley Commerce Center as it represents a
fundamental departure of the Loudoun
County Comprehensive Plan. It’s a con-
version from low intensity to an indus-
trial park designation that was never
intended for this area.”

Pasquale DiBari, a Wright Farm resi-
dent, said the negative impacts cannot
be mitigated. “Please oppose it.”

He said the proposal would “industri-
alize Purcellville from a rural town to a

congested mess. It will open a Pandora’s
box for greater unwanted infrastructure
needs for second and third order effects.”

DiBari said his family originated from
southern Italy, where small charm-
ing villages align with a way of life for
everyday people to interact, worship,
eat, shop, raise their families and enjoy
life. “It’s called La Dolce Vita.”

Brook Middleton said, “If you are an
HVAC contractor or a plumber or a land-
scaper and operating from your home
you just can’t do that. There is just
nowhere to go.” He said the application
will be an asset to the community.

Angela Mendez, a Mayfair resident,
said the community she grew up in was
so dangerous that “we had an emer-
gency plan in place, not for fire, not for
earthquakes but for stray bullets.” She
said she shared this “so you can under-
stand how important my home is and my
community.”

She said she and her husband worked
hard, made sacrifices and saved and held
onto one dream—“to give our daughter
a better life from the one we came from.
Moving to Purcellville wasn’t just buy-
ing a home; it wasn’t just a transaction;
it was the moment that dream came
true. “Please protect our children and
reject this proposal.”

Application Moved to May 19 for a vote

Kershner said he was maybe on the
fence about the application at the begin-
ning of the meeting. Although he is still
undecided, the Board is going through
the process.

The application is a “very hard” one
because it was approved by the Planning
Commission yet opposed by staff—and
the neighborhoods oppose it.

The applicant is “a very responsi-
ble applicant ... and has done more for
Loudoun County than I think anyone
else in terms of preservation ... so when
he comes forward with a project like
this, I think it’s with careful eyes.”

“The one question I always ask when
we have an application in front of us
is nothing is not going to happen ...
what are the chances we get a worse
application.”

Kershner said that he has researched
large lot homes and the water use for 39
homes will be 1,000 gallons per day at
a minimum, which is the same as “this
application.”

He said he heard tonight that we need
flex industrial and he doesn’t want the
applicant to go elsewhere outside the
county.

“It boils down to traffic and the 7/690
Interchange will make this a lot likely a
project that will work,” he said.

LOUDOUN COUNTY’S PREMIER GREENHOUSE & GARDEN CENTER
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OPINION: WHAT HOCKEY TAUGHT ME, CON'T. FROM PAGE 6

That lesson applies far beyond hockey.
Life does not lower the bar for our chil-
dren. We can’t build confidence by cush-
ioning every fall. We build it by teaching
them how to get back up.

Competence Comes From Repetition

There is nothing glamorous about
skill development. It’s repetition. Edges.
Stickhandling. Passing drills. Shooting.
Over and over again.

Kids don’t become competent because
they feel inspired. They become compe-
tent because they practice.

In today’s world, we talk endlessly
about motivation, but far less about mas-
tery. Yet competence is one of the stron-
gest drivers of self-worth. When a child
knows they can execute a skill under
pressure, their posture changes. Their
voice changes. Their mindset changes.

Competence reduces anxiety. It
replaces fear with preparation.

I’'ve watched players who once hid on
the bench begin asking to be on the ice
in the final minute of a close game. Not
because they suddenly became fearless,
but because they became capable.

That’s a profound lesson for life.

Whether it’s school, business, relation-
ships, or leadership—competence breeds
confidence. And competence only comes
from disciplined effort.

Motivation Comes From Within—And From
“Writhing”

Over the years, I've come to believe
something that might sound uncomfort-
able: motivation is born in writhing.

By writhing, I mean that internal
struggle—the frustration of missing the
shot, losing the game, getting beat to the
puck, or sitting out a shift because you
didn’t execute. That discomfort, when
handled correctly, becomes fuel.

Too often, adults rush to eliminate
that feeling. We explain it away. We pro-
tect kids from it. But that tension—that
emotional friction—is what builds inter-
nal drive.

When a player skates off the ice angry
because they know they could have done
better, that’s not a problem to fix. That’s
motivation taking root.

The key is teaching them how to pro-
cess it. Not with shame. Not with blame.
But with ownership.

“What are you going to do about it?”

That question changes everything.

It shifts the locus of control inward. It
tells a child that improvement is in their
hands.

External rewards—stickers, trophies,
praise—are temporary. Internal motiva-
tion, born from personal standards and
the desire to improve, is enduring. And it
is forged in moments of discomfort.

The Bigger Lesson

Twenty-one years in the US Navy Spe-
cial Operations Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal, Bomb Disposal, and playing and
coaching hockey taught me that success
in life doesn’t come from avoiding hard-
ship. It comes from engaging with it.

Confidence is the belief that “I can.”

Competence is the proof that “I have.”

Motivation is the fire that says “I will.”

When those three align, you don’t
just get better athletes. You get strong
human beings.

In a world increasingly focused on
comfort and immediate gratification,
youth sports remain one of the last are-
nas where effort still matters, where
merit is visible, and where improvement
is earned.

That’s why I believe these lessons are
universal. Whether a child becomes a

professional athlete or never laces up
skates again, the traits developed on
that ice will carry into boardrooms, mar-
riages, military units, and communities.

We don’t need to raise perfect chil-
dren. We need to raise capable ones.

Kids who know how to struggle.

Kids who know how to practice.

Kids who know how to own their
results.

That’s what I thought I was teaching
when I became a hockey coach.

What I now understand is that they
were teaching me.

And the lesson is simple: confidence,
competence, and motivation aren’t
sports principles.

They are life principles.

Ken Falke, is a 21-year veteran of the

US Navy Special Operations Explosive
Ordnance Disposal community. Falke is
chairman and founder of Boulder Crest
Foundation, an organization focused on the
teachings of posttraumatic growth. He is
also the author of “Struggle Well: Thriving
in the Aftermath of Trauma” and “Lead
Well: 10 Steps to Successful and Sustainable
Leadership.

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

vortex—in which things are definitely not
always what they seem.

My continued travels next took me to a
former place of worship—this time what
appeared to be an abandoned church
building across the highway from the
existing Chestnut Hill United Methodist
Church—which is a sturdy-looking brick
structure; the older location exhibited a
great deal of character, history, and to my
finding—some wonderful stories.

Just across the roadway at 90 degrees I

took in the sight of a small (story & a half),
wooden structure with the sign “Wesley
House” just above the front door. Again,
I sensed a great deal of history, isolation
and perseverance. I'm sure these facilities
will pass several more tests of time, as
they undoubtedly have in the past.

[ was grateful to spend a bit of time at
these locations, and ostensibly soak up
a bit of their solidity, after the state-fair
carnival-ride effects of my recent trip on
Chestnut Hill Road.

I hadn’t really been monitoring my

mapping system, and shortly after re-em-
barking on my journey of discovery, I
could see the obviously major inter-
section approaching with Route Nine —
Charles Town Pike, at Keyes Gap— pretty
much at the location of the pass between
a couple of peaks of the Blue Ridge.

I stopped long enough to get acquainted
with the clouds passing overhead—or
rather, at eye level—and attempted
to distinguish the line between solid
ground of the hills, and the (mostly) gas-
eous makeup of water vapor and lighter

elements composing a very refreshing
breath of air.

I was grateful I’'d picked a relatively
pleasant time of year to pause at this ele-
vation. I shook my head as I recalled mak-
ing mail deliveries within a quarter-mile
of this spot, with a foot of new snow on
the ground.

Don’t try that at home. Almost as
hair-raising as thinking about photogra-
phy when making the initial climb up ‘the
mountain’ on the other end of Chestnut
Hill Road.

LETTER: VALLEY COMMERCE CENTER,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

homeowner may pump more than 400
gallons in one day, but not all of them
will do so on any given day, and no one
will do it 365 days per year, especially
not during the several months of winter
weather.

The USEPA states that roughly 30% of
the average 400 gpd usage per home is
used exterior to the home for lawns, gar-
dening, etc., but some homes use more
for exterior uses, especially in arid parts
of the country, where exterior needs may
account for 60% of the total water usage.

Based on this data, the resulting esti-
mated average usage would therefore

be 700 gpd per home in high usage
areas. Applying this greater value to all
39 homes vyields a total usage of 27,300
gpd. The applicant’s proposed pump-
ing rate is still more than 1.5 times this
estimate, which is based on USEPA high-
use, arid region data.

Groundwater is a crucial resource for
homes, agriculture, communities, and
businesses in Western Loudoun County,
and there is some evidence that ground-
water levels locally and regionally may
be declining.

This means that even current ground-
water usage may not be entirely sus-
tainable in the long term, and there
are many by-right homes, farms, and

properly zoned businesses yet to be built
in Western Loudoun which will all lead
to increased groundwater usage. There-
fore, eventual depletion of this crucial
groundwater resource is virtually cer-
tain if steps are not taken to restrain its
usage and/or enhance the recharge of
Western Loudoun aquifer systems.

The proposed project will withdraw
much more groundwater each year than
the 39 by-right homes on this site, and
it will therefore accelerate groundwater
depletion.

Why is this project’s excessive ground-
water pumping rate being considered
for approval, when the applicant has
not incorporated various well-known

techniques and technologies to mini-
mize the need for potable water?
Investing in active water harvesting
and greywater reuse would reduce the
need for groundwater pumping and
reduce the likelihood that future offsite
well replacement will ever be needed.
The proposed project should have
been designed to protect and conserve
the groundwater resources that we all,
including the applicant’s project, are
dependent on.
I respectfully recommend that this
application be denied.
Wayne B. Bergstrom
Ph.D, PE. (emeritus)
Hillsboro
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LETTER: CONFLICT OF INTERESTS,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Western Loudoun County lies within
the County’s Rural Policy Area, so its
character is the opposite of the dense-
ly-developed eastern Loudoun County.
Furthermore, there is appropriate
land available in eastern Loudoun
County for further commercial and
industrial development.
The Loudoun County Board of
Supervisors will be voting on the

rezoning proposal on May 19. How the
supervisors vote that day will identify
who their real constituents are.

Those supervisors who vote against
approving the rezoning proposal will
reveal that they represent the inter-
ests of Loudoun County residents over
the interests of Loudoun County busi-
nesses. Those supervisors who vote for
approving the rezoning proposal will
reveal that they represent the inter-
ests of Loudoun County businesses

over the interests of Loudoun County
residents.

One important point that the super-
visors should also remember before
they vote is that Loudoun County res-
idents will be voting in the Loudoun
County Board of Supervisors election
that will be held in November of 2027,
while Loudoun County businesses will
not be able vote in that election.

Lloyd Harting
Purcellville

LEESBURG COMPRESSOR STATION SPEX,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

EGTS’s neighbor said. “[EGTS] helped
the other plant get quieter, and [EGTS]
was quieter than [the other station)].
They’ve been pretty much a good
neighbor.”

Leesburg resident Chris Tandy
opposed the special exception, citing

environmental concerns.

“I would ask you to vote against the
expansion because of climate change,”
Tandy said. “Obviously, natural gas is
a significant greenhouse gas. There’s
plenty of research that suggests that
natural gas is as harmful to the planet as
coal is when the leak rate is factored in.”

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Little

River) said she would support the special
exception and that she would research
renewable energy options before the
voting on the application in a business
meeting.

The Board voted 8-0-1 to forward
the application to a business meeting.
Supervisor Sylvia Glass (D-Broad Run)
was absent.

RAYNER ET AL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

to amend their filing, the revised com-
plaint did not alter the court’s funda-
mental conclusion that the matter falls
outside its purview.

The plaintiffs’ attorney has a limited
window to file objections or pursue fur-
ther legal action, including a potential
appeal.

Lydia Clark

(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

Long & Foster Realtors®
1008 Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

More broadly, the case represents the
latest development in an ongoing series
of disputes following the shift in coun-
cil control after the 2024 election. Since
then, council proceedings have been
marked by repeated legal challenges,
procedural conflicts, and sharply con-
tested claims surrounding fiscal author-
ity, reflecting deep divisions over the

town’s growth strategy, governance, and
financial direction.

Following the enactment of SB648,
the council could be split 3-3. The court
could appoint a temporary replacement
to fill Nett’s seat, and that appointee
will determine the council’s voting bal-
ance until the outcome of Nett’s trial in
December.
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Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
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Joe Pillera
(703) 867-7158
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Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

Tax Resolution Services
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TURNKEY BUSINESS FOR SALE

Ronnie is selling Sharp Blades:
Ronnie is moving and is selling his
mobile tractor and lawn mower
maintenance business. He has served
central and western Loudoun County for
over 25 years. He is always busy and in
one day he got 25 calls for service! If you
want a change from being in the office
all day, enjoy the outdoors, meeting
Loudoun’s wonderful community, and
want to work for yourself call
540-905-9006 and leave a message.
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Tax Season is almost here

‘We Are The Key To Solving
Your IRS Debts

acclirate

Individual and Business Tax Returns
Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com
170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132
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* Summer Classics Outdoor Furniture

Serving the Commaunity Since 1925

* Perennials, Shrubs, Trees
¢ Annuals, Herbs & Vegetables
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* Conservatory Gift Shop

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

CLEANING
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FREE ESTIMATES + GREAT REFERENCES!
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Call Maria Today!
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LETTER: THANKS ARTHUR GODFREY,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

a few 30 second ads where he just had to
get up from a chair and move to a pay
phone, and drop a dime into the phone.
But his emphysema was so bad, that he
could hardly make it ten feet.

He had his own oxygen tank nearby.
In 1982, he was only 79, but looked and
moved like he was much older. He died
about a year later on March 13, 1983. He
was 79, just a few months shy of 80.

On the set, there was a lot of dead time
between takes designed to give him a
chance to rest and catch his breath, lit-
erally. He scolded the crew and chastised
them not to smoke, or else they would
wind up like him.

I had time to talk to him, and I told him
that “he” was the last job I was doing in
LA and we were moving to Virginia the
very next day. His eyes lit up and he
asked me where we were moving to? I
answered and said, “Reston,” for a short
time, because we knew it was a planned
community and we chose an apartment
for six months.

We knew that we would not be next to
an all-night bowling alley or disco. It was
1982 after all, and we had no real way
to pick an apartment online, but I did
have a small apartment guidebook that I
picked up somewhere. From it, we chose
an apartment near Wiehle Avenue.

He told me to check Leesburg out when

we started looking for a more permanent
house. So, after we settled into our DC
jobs and started to look for a house—we
took the advice from our new co-work-
ers to avoid anything north or south of
DC on or near 95. Also to stay away from
the eastern suburbs for the same reason,
traffic would eat us up.

So, one sunny April morning we
headed to Leesburg where Ryan Homes
was building a new subdivision called
Carrvale. It may have been one of the
first big subdivisions in Leesburg at the
time.

We went out to see the new homes and
signed on the dotted line. We fell in love
with Leesburg on first sight. We were
taking Arthur Godfrey’s suggestion and
were going to move that June. Thanks
Arthur.

We lived there until 1993, but when
our commute into DC on Route 7 just got
worse and worse, longer and longer, we
knew we had to make a change.

When we moved to Leesburg in 1982,
we drove the Dulles Toll Road and
headed north on a nearly empty Route
28 and hung a left on Route 7—all the
way to Leesburg in the dark during win-
ter and no traffic lights or even lights at
all.

I think it was about 15 miles from
Route 7 to Leesburg. The first lights we
saw were from the FAA ATC. Total dark-
ness. Our biggest fear was the deer that

congregated near the Xerox Conference
Center entrance.

As signal lights got more plentiful
and the Marcus Bles property started
to get developed, we made the move to
Lovettsville, so we could take the MARC
train into DC. We hated to leave Lees-
burg, but with every new traffic signal on
Route 7, our commute became longer.

A few years ago, I was thinking about
Arthur Godfrey after someone asked me,
“How we come to Leesburg?” As I related
the story, I wondered what happened to
Arthur?

Now, with the internet and Wikipedia,
it was an easy find. Arthur Godfrey is bur-
ied in the Union Cemetery in Leesburg.

Next chance I had, I went to the ceme-
tery and asked the cemetery staff where
he was buried, and they pointed to where
he was buried. I was shocked. I never
heard this story even in the local papers.

I took a few pictures. It was sort of
completing a circle. Had I not worked
on the insurance commercial on my last
day in California, and had it not been
with Arthur Godfrey, we would never
have found Leesburg. Fate? Karma? Who
knows.

Some years ago, I heard a story about
Arthur Godfrey and his connection to
the Leesburg airport. According to local
accounts, after finishing his television
show in New York, he would fly from
Teterboro Airport to his Beacon Hill

Farm near Leesburg.

As Stanley Caulkins once recalled,
Godfrey reportedly found the runways
at the old airport too short for his DC-3
in marginal weather and offered to help
extend them—though this story has not
been definitively corroborated.

What is documented is his significant
role in the airport’s early history. In
1950, he purchased the Leesburg Airpark
and donated it to the Town of Leesburg
on the condition that it remain a public
airport for 20 years. He regularly flew
between Leesburg and New York, calling
the airfield the “Old Cow Pasture” on his
national radio program.

As the Town grew, leaders determined
a larger airport was needed. In the early
1960s, Leesburg secured federal funding
for a new site, and Godfrey released the
Town from the restriction on his donated
property, allowing it to be sold to help
fund construction.

When the new airport opened on Octo-
ber 10, 1964, it was named Godfrey Field
in his honor. It later expanded alongside
regional growth following the opening of
Dulles International Airport in 1962, and
in 2000 was renamed Leesburg Executive
Airport at Godfrey Field.

Please pass to Tim Jon. He may get a
kick out of the Union Cemetery link to
his wonderful story.

George Santulli
Lovettsville

LETTER: SUPPORT WELL-PLANNED FLEX SPACE,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

this kind of space when the need is so
obvious.

The ripple effects are real. When local
businesses can’t find a place to operate,
they don’t just disappear—they relo-
cate. And when they leave, residents
feel it. Fewer service providers, longer
wait times, higher costs, and ultimately
a weaker local economy.

This isn’t just a business issue—it’s
a community issue. Supporting well-
planned flex space developments is part
of maintaining access to the everyday
services people depend on and preserv-
ing a strong local tax base.

Loudoun has long benefited from a
diverse mix of small businesses. If the
county wants to keep it that way, it
needs to make room for them to exist
and grow. Ignoring that reality risks
pushing them—and the value they
bring—somewhere else.

Ben Carpenter
Carpenter Beach Construction/
Premier Electrical Services

ASK DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Some researchers are projecting that
within the next couple of decades, teens’
first sexual experience could increasingly
shift toward synthetic forms, including
robot-mediated intimacy. Whether or not
this prediction proves accurate, it reflects
a larger truth: technology is steadily
moving into spaces once reserved for
human contact, vulnerability, and mutual
dependence.

Scholars such as Sherry Turkle have
long warned that as technology mediates
more of our relationships, we risk losing
the depth and meaning that come from
embodied human connection. I now see
young adults who have completed school,
started careers, and built social networks
entirely online—yet feel isolated.

We see rising rates of loneliness, delayed
independence, and what is often described
as a “failure to launch.” The paradox is
striking: the same technologies designed
to make life easier may be undermining
the very skills needed to live it well.

What I am describing here is not just a

Western phenomenon. In Japan, the term
“hikikomori” describes young adults who
withdraw almost entirely from society, a
trend now observed in other technologi-
cally advanced countries.

In South Korea, “gwanwang” refers to
those who live primarily in virtual worlds.
These international patterns suggest
that the digital opt-out is a global issue,
reshaping adulthood everywhere.

For decades, our greatest concerns
about adolescent derailment centered on
drugs and alcohol—substances that, while
still a real and present danger for many
teens, are widely recognized, regulated,
and addressed as public health threats.
Technology, by contrast, has become
a quiet, socially sanctioned, and often
encouraged “drug of choice” for a gener-
ation of young people. Its effects can be
equally or more insidious, less stigma-
tized, and far more pervasive, making its
developmental consequences easier to
overlook.

As both a psychologist and a parent,
I believe the solution is not to reject

technology, but to rebalance it. We must
intentionally reintroduce friction into the
lives of young people. This means encour-
aging part-time work, in-person friend-
ships, and real-world problem-solving. It
means allowing space for discomfort, fail-
ure, and uncertainty. Those experiences
are not obstacles to development; they
are its foundation.

We should be asking a necessary ques-
tion: if growing up becomes optional,
what kind of adults will we create? How
ready will our future leaders be to lead?

Convenience is seductive, but compe-
tence is earned. And it is competence—
built through lived experience—that
ultimately gives life meaning, direction,
and resilience. As a community, we must
help young people rediscover the value of
growing up fully, in the real world.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. Mike”
is a clinical psychologist in private practice.
He can be reached at 703-723-2999, and is
located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240,
Ashburn.
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RESIDENT DEMONSTRATES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

safety, noise, traffic and long-term disruption to the char-
acter of the area.

“Residents of the surrounding area have expressed sub-
stantial and well documented opposition to the proposed
insulation of the disc golf course and the parking lots,”
said Jackson.

Karen Pantas said her home abuts a parcel where seven
disc golf holes are planned. “I have been deeply opposed
to this portion of the project since the plans came out,”
she said.

To illustrate her concern about noise, Pantas brought a
disc golf basket into the boardroom and, while speaking,
struck it several times with a frisbee, demonstrating the
sound she and nearby residents would hear.

“The noise is extremely disturbing,” she said. She added,
“Westpark is in a neighborhood surrounded by homes,”
where residents have built their lives and expect peace.
“You would not want this near your home. I don’t want it
near mine.”

Resident Noel Green said the proposed pavilion raises
serious concerns. “We already experience problems with
late night activity in the area and adding a pavilion will
add another gathering place that may worsen those exist-
ing problems.

“Additionally, Loudoun County has indicated this will be
an unstaffed park and that raises serious concerns about
maintenance, supervision, and accountability.”

Construction is expected to begin in fall 2026, with com-
pletion anticipated by spring 2028.

STUDENTS TAKE CENTER COURT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

support from local businesses and community members.

“We are excited to partner with these local elemen-
tary schools in Loudoun County and create a memorable
experience for students,” said Josh Kirby, the team’s direc-
tor of communications and media relations. “The entire
Western Loudoun community and beyond has made such
an incredible impact by supporting the Kids Get in Free
Initiative.”

At halftime, the energy continued with a performance
by the Loudounettes, a high-energy hip hop and jazz team
from the Dance Academy of Loudoun. The group, directed
by Hallie Mansoor, features dancers ranging in age and
showcased a mix of fast-paced routines that kept the
crowd engaged.

For many families, the afternoon was about the expe-
rience—bringing together schools, students and commu-
nity members for a day that mixed sports with celebration.

AIAND I, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

fluorescent ceiling fixtures, to old flat acrylic lenses.
The goal was to quiet a particularly stubborn con-
struction manager. I reported that the deep-cell
fixtures produced a more effective “bat wing” light
distribution, and that design became our standard.

Had AI existed then, much of that research could
have been done in minutes. Today I use Al often,
though I'm no expert. This is simply my ongoing
experience with it.

Is Al Accurate?

My first foray into Al was with ChatGPT. I started
with a basic question: “What are the largest cit-
ies in Austria?” The answer came back quickly and
seemed solid. Then I tried something more involved:
“Compare Roman and Norse mythology.” Again, the
response was fast and impressively organized. As a
newcomer, [ was amazed.

Then I heard that AI could be wrong. I concocted a
test. I asked ChatGPT a legal question: “In Virginia,
what is the liability of a farm owner in a slip-and-
fall case?” Its response looked authoritative, replete
with case citations. But when I checked several of
those citations, most were incorrect or irrelevant.
These so-called “hallucinations” are a known lim-
itation of Al, but seeing them firsthand was jarring.

That raised two obvious questions: How much
trust should one place in AI? What Al source is best?

Four Al Engines

I gave ChatGPT another chance. I asked whether
the phrase “presumed innocent until proven guilty”
is technically accurate. It responded with a standard
explanation: “a foundational principle of criminal
law meaning the accused is legally considered inno-
cent until proven otherwise.” That answer is famil-
iar—but not precise.

I prefer a clearer statement: “presumed not guilty
until adjudicated guilty.” Consider an example. A
man stands over a body, knife in hand, blood every-
where. Police arrive and arrest him on the spot. Do
people actually believe he is “innocent”? Of course
not. They assume guilt—but also recognize that guilt
must be proven in court. That distinction matters.

Gemini, built into Google, was next. It described
the phrase as a legal fiction and discussed burden of
proof. That was partially useful, but still somewhat
vague.

Claude.ai did better: it explained that the pre-
sumption of innocence is a procedural rule govern-
ing how trials are conducted, not a statement about
what anyone truly believes. That was much closer to
the mark.

Perplexity.ai began with strong framing: “the
phrase is legal shorthand and inherently imprecise;
courts do not declare factual innocence, only that
guilt was not proven.” That, to me, was the most
satisfying Al answer, even if I still prefer my own
phrasing.

Research vs. Analysis

Al is excellent at gathering and summarizing

information, but its outputs require a degree of skep-
ticism. Traditional Google search gives you links; Al
tools give you synthesized answers. Both are useful,
but what I often want is analysis—something closer
to judgment.

So I tried a more subjective question.

For several years, Emily and I shared a hobby:
driving sports cars on the Summit Point tracks in
West Virginia. (I once hit 165 mph.) My last track car,
a heavily modified Porsche Cayman S, was a thrill.
Then its front suspension broke in a turn, and the
car was totaled.

That incident helped me decide to step away from
track driving. The hobby had begun to feel like piling
up hundred-dollar bills, dousing them with gasoline,
and lighting a match.

Still, I miss sporty driving. So I posed a question to
the four Al systems: “Which Porsche Cayman model
is most likely to hold its value—a 2008 S, a 2010 S, or
a 2014 base?”

The answers:

ChatGPT: 2008 Cayman S

Gemini: 2010 Cayman S

Claude: 2008 Cayman S

Perplexity: 2014 Cayman base

Four Al systems, three different answers. That
tells you something. There’s more: Al can inform a
decision, but it doesn’t make one. In the end, factor-
ing in price, performance, and comfort, I’ve settled—
tentatively—on the 2014.

Curiosity

I've always been curious, and Al has become a
convenient outlet for that. These days I ask con-
stantly questions: Should olives be refrigerated after
opening? What are Europe’s largest metropolitan
areas? When was Henry IV of France born? What
is plasma physics? What distinguishes “presumed”
from “assumed”? (They are not the same.)

My questions never really stop. Al makes it easy to
indulge that curiosity.

Al and Writing

For this piece, I stayed with Microsoft Word
through multiple drafts. Then I ran it through Per-
plexity to see what it might suggest. It offered sev-
eral edits, most of which I accepted. I also asked it to
shorten the piece by about 200 words. It did so effec-
tively—but I had to perform some editing, mainly for
style.

Al helps, but it doesn’t present a polished docu-
ment. There are always a perfect word and a perfect
sentence, and finding them still is a human task.
This is, then, the seventh draft.

Charlie Houston once played elaborate word games
with his father and later competed in the National
Crossword Puzzle Tournament. His wife tries to ignore
his idiosyncrasies.

Perplexity.ai suggested this article reflects “intellectual
humility.” Those who know Charlie would likely
disagree.
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