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Citizens Make Voices Heard on Golden to
Mars Power Lines at BOS Meeting

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

On Tuesday, March 17, over 30 Loudoun County resi-
dents chose to spend part of their St. Patrick’s Day speak-
ing to the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors.

The majority of citizen comments concerned Domin-
ion Energy’s proposed Golden to Mars transmission line.
The line is the third and final step of Dominion Energy’s
Loudoun Reliability Loop, a 500/230 kilovolt transmission
line loop near Ashburn.

The first part of the project was approved by the Virginia
State Corporation Commission on April 5, 2023. The sec-
ond was approved on Feb. 19, 2026. The Golden to Mars
project was submitted for approval on March 28, 2025 and
is currently under review. The third step in this project has
received significant community pushback due to its prox-
imity to residential and school property.

“Can we afford to introduce another potential health
burden into the communities where we live? Where we

raise our children and care for our seniors?” Loudoun
County resident Bhavna Chendok said at the March 17
meeting. “I understand that this infrastructure is needed.
We are not opposing the project, but asking that it be built
responsibly.”

At a business meeting on Jan. 21, 2025, the BOS voted to
affirm that its preferred alignment of the Golden to Mars
transmission line was “Route 4”. Part of Route 4 runs east
of Rosa Lee Carter Elementary School and Rock Ridge High
School and eventually proceeds south near the edge of a
floodplain near homes in Loudoun Valley Estates.

According to the Jan. 21 staff report, Dominion Energy
said that running the lines underground would not be
“feasible.” Since then, residents of Loudoun Valley Estates
have asked Dominion to reconsider the feasibility of
underground lines, showing up to BOS and SCC meetings
in large numbers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Army Plan for Middleburg Training Center Raises Local Concerns

BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

A plan by the U.S. Army to purchase
the historic Middleburg Training Cen-
ter, a private horse-training facility
in Loudoun County, has raised con-
cerns among local leaders, trainers and
businesses.

The 149-acre center, built in 1956 by
philanthropist Paul Mellon, is widely
regarded as one of Virginia’s premier
thoroughbred and steeplechase training
venues. The facility includes multiple

barns, more than 200 stalls, dozens of
paddocks and a 7/8-mile racetrack on
rolling Loudoun County land. Horses
train there daily, and the center has
hosted top-level competitors preparing
for major races.

The property’s current owner, busi-
nessman Chuck Kuhn, has invested sig-
nificantly in restoring the facility and
placed it under a conservation ease-
ment to prevent development.

Local officials and equine industry

CALL JOHN. GET MORE
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john.constant@corcoranmce.com
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CORCORAN MCENEARNEY, MIDDLEBURG REAL ESTATE
10 E Washington St, Middleburg | 540.687.6321 | corcoranmce.com

Equal Housing Opportunity | Each office is independently owned and operated

advocates warn that converting the
property to military use could dis-
rupt Loudoun County’s equine econ-
omy, which is estimated to generate
roughly $180 million annually and sup-
port about 3,000 jobs. Industry lead-
ers describe the training center as a
key piece of infrastructure supporting
breeders, trainers, veterinarians and
related businesses.

They also point to Virginia’s thor-
oughbred residency program, which

has helped retain young racehorses in
the state and contributed substantial
economic activity and job creation. The
loss or alteration of the Middleburg
facility, they argue, could weaken that
network and force horse operations to
relocate outside Virginia.

Concerns have also been raised that
relocating training operations would
result in the loss of jobs, tax revenue
and industry expertise that support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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A Berry Big Weekend as
Lincoln Strawberry Festival
Returns with a New Queen

BY VALERIE CURY

A sweet new tradition is taking root
in western Loudoun County—one that
blends community pride, local agricul-
ture, and opportunity for young women
into a celebration as charming as it is
meaningful.

On a lively March evening at End-
hardt Winery, the Lincoln Strawberry
Festival marked a milestone moment—
the crowning of its very first Miss Lin-
coln Strawberry Festival.

The inaugural title was awarded to
Montana Cochran, a lifelong Lincoln
resident whose deep roots in the com-
munity made her a natural choice.

Cochran, a ninth-generation Vir-
ginian and familiar face at the area’s
beloved sheep drive, brings both local
heritage and impressive credentials to
her new role.

A former Miss Teen Virginia, she has
also held titles including Miss Loudoun
County Teen and Miss Northern Vir-
ginia Teen. Yet beyond accolades, it is
her connection to the land and commu-
nity that stood out most during the eve-
ning’s celebration.

“This title is so near and dear to my
heart,” Cochran shared after being
crowned. “I'm looking forward to serv-
ing Lincoln and western Loudoun
during the next few months to celebrate
agriculture, community—and most
importantly—strawberries.”

Her ambassadorship comes at a piv-
otal time for the festival itself. Now
entering its third year, the Lincoln
Strawberry Festival has quickly evolved
from a small hometown gathering into
a signature spring event in Loudoun
County. What began as a grassroots
effort has blossomed into a multi-day
celebration drawing families, farmers,
and visitors eager to experience the
region’s agricultural heritage.

The addition of the Miss Lincoln
Strawberry Festival title represents
more than ceremony—it signals the
continuation of a scholarship initia-
tive aimed at supporting young women
across the region.

Beginning next year, organizers plan
to implement a formal application and
interview process open to participants
from Loudoun and neighboring Clarke
County, expanding both the reach and
impact of the program.

The Wegmeyer Farm Foundation,
founded by Harriet and Tyler Weg-
meyer, celebrates the “natural wonder
and taste of the strawberry” and goes
beyond farming to provide educational
opportunities for local students while
lifting up other nonprofit organizations.

Harriet Wegmeyer, a driving force
behind both the festival and the schol-
arship program, emphasized the
importance of creating meaningful

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Rayner et al Tax Vote
Dispute Returns to Court

BY VALERIE CURY

Loudoun County Circuit Court is
expected to hear arguments in mid-
April in a revived legal challenge filed

by Purcellville Town
GOVERNMENT Council members Erin

Rayner, Kevin Wright,
and Caleb Stought, who are seeking
a judicial determination on whether
a supermajority vote is required to
approve local tax rates.

The case, which is currently scheduled
for a hearing around April 15, stems
from a dispute over how many votes are
needed for the Town Council to adopt or
modify tax rates—an issue with signif-
icant implications for Purcellville resi-
dents as the town approaches fiscal year
2027 budget deliberations.

The three council members initially
filed the civil action in October after
being on the losing end of a tax-rate
vote that passed by a 4-3 majority. The
plaintiffs argued that state law requires
a two-thirds supermajority for such
actions and asked the court to clarify
the proper legal standard before future
votes occur.

At the time of the disputed vote, then-
Town Attorney John Cafferky advised
that Virginia law requires a two-thirds
vote only to impose a new tax, not to
adjust an existing rate—an interpreta-
tion consistent with prior legal guid-
ance provided to the town.

In a Jan. 23 hearing, Judge Stephen
E. Sincavage dismissed the initial com-
plaint, ruling that it failed to meet the
legal threshold for a declaratory judg-
ment. The court found the filing did
not sufficiently demonstrate that the
plaintiffs’ rights had been denied or
infringed.

Representing the town, Robert Sproul
argued the court could not retroac-
tively rule on a past vote or issue advi-
sory opinions on hypothetical future
actions—positions the court ultimately
accepted in sustaining the town’s
demurrer.

However, Sincavage granted the
plaintiffs leave to amend their com-
plaint, allowing the case to move for-
ward if deficiencies were corrected. The
revised filing has now set the stage for
the upcoming April hearing.

The three council members are rep-
resented by Bryan S. Turner and Sarah
Bruns of the Marquis Law Group, a
Leesburg-based firm. State Sen. Russet
Perry is also a member of the firm and
recently sponsored legislation directly
affecting the Town of Purcellville.

That legislation, Senate Bill 648, intro-
duces a series of targeted governance
and oversight measures applicable
only to towns within Planning District
8 with populations between 8,000 and
10,000—criteria that currently apply to
Purcellville.

SB 648 includes provisions that
would:

« Require the automatic suspension
of elected town officials charged
with felony offenses, with courts
authorized to appoint temporary
replacements

» Mandate a comprehensive, state-di-
rected study of the town’s debt, infra-
structure, utilities, and long-term
liabilities, to be completed by July 1,
2027

» Require the town to adopt a remedial
plan based on the study’s findings

» Restrict Town Council voting to

items published at least three days
in advance, unless altered by a three-
fourths supermajority

» Grant residents expanded legal

standing to challenge council deci-
sions, including guaranteed priority
court scheduling and potential reim-
bursement of attorney’s fees

The legislation is scheduled to sunset
on July 1, 2028, approximately one year
after the next town election.

Critics have raised concerns that the
mandated study could shift accountabil-
ity for controversial fiscal decisions—
such as tax increases or development
approvals—onto state-directed recom-
mendations, rather than locally elected
officials.

The town already contracts with Dav-
enport & Company for financial advis-
ing and Stantec for utility-rate analysis
and recommendations.

The overlap between the council
members’ legal challenge, their rep-
resentation by a firm tied to the bill’s
sponsor, and the passage of legislation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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The Owl
Says...

BY CHARLIE HOUSTON

This month I’'m channeling Roman
mythology, specifically Minerva, its
goddess of wisdom, and tackling
the County’s fiscal tendencies. Lord
knows, wisdom is needed there. As
a reminder, “fiscal”
simply means gov-
ernmental  taxation
and spending. Though fiscal applies to
governments, it affects you in a sacred
place — your pocketbook.

OPINION

Maslow and His Pyramid of Needs

Abraham Maslow founded human-
istic psychology, which posited that
there is a hierarchy or pyramid of a per-
son’s needs, first physiological needs
like air, water. Next, safety needs,
meaning a secure life. In the middle of
that pyramid are a need for love and
belonginess, then a need for apprecia-
tion from others. At the peak is a need
for “self-actualization.” Defining just
what that means is a murky process,
but I'll suggest that it means content-
ment, or warmly feeling part of some-
thing larger than yourself. Or both.

The Old Days in Georgia

It wasn’t until the late 1960s that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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What Happened to the Kids?

A Hard Look at a Softer Generation

BY KEN FALKE

I grew up in the 1960s and *70s—a time
of big cars, long summer nights, and child-
hoods spent outdoors. We played until
the streetlights came on. We
scraped our knees, argued
with friends, lost games, and
learned from failure. Confidence wasn’t
handed to us—it was earned.

Look at kids today and the contrast is

OPINION

Pam Owens, Layout/Design

Copyright 2026 BI Cartoonist
opyrigl ue .
Ridge Leader & Loudoun Chip Beck

Today. All rights reserved.

PRES

hard to ignore. Rising rates of anxiety,
obesity, and social difficulty are now well
documented. Screens dominate daily life.
Free play has nearly vanished. Risk-tak-
ing—the healthy kind that teaches judg-
ment and confidence—is disappearing.
This isn’t nostalgia. Something funda-
mental has changed in how we raise chil-
dren, and the results should concern us all.
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Losing the Heart of Philomont

BY MADELINE SKINNER

The Philomont Horse Show
Grounds have been demolished. Only
the cook shack remains—for now. For
more than 60 years, this
space served as a gath-
ering place for the com-
munity and as the home of one of the
area’s oldest horse shows. Today, it
has been permanently erased.

Trees have been cleared for
“line of sight” along this section of

OPINION

Snickersville Turnpike. But the chal-
lenges still remain due to limited vis-
ibility caused by hills and blind spots.
The three-board white fence is gone,
replaced by chain link along this his-
toric corridor. When completed, the
site will include more than four acres
of asphalt and a structure covering
nearly half an acre of the seven-acre
parcel. Environmental, wildlife, and
neighborhood considerations appear
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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Valley Commerce
Center Rezoning is
Wrong for Western
Loudoun

Dear Editor:

The upcoming Loudoun County
Board of Supervisors public hearing on
April 15 regarding the proposed Valley
Commerce Center development high-
lights an important deci-
sion facing the County:
how to balance economic
growth with long-term planning, envi-
ronmental sustainability, and the char-
acter of existing communities.

The proposal would rezone land near
Purcellville to allow nearly one million
square feet of industrial warehouse
development along with other indus-
trial uses. While economic develop-
ment has its place, this project raises
serious concerns that deserve careful
consideration.

Much of the discussion has centered
on a simplified comparison between
residential and industrial water use,

LETTER

==

suggesting that homes built under cur-
rent zoning might collectively use more
water than the proposed industrial
project.

However, this comparison overlooks
a critical hydrogeologic reality. Resi-
dential development typically relies on
many individual wells pumping inter-
mittently across a site, while industrial
facilities rely on one or more high-ca-
pacity wells pumping at sustained rates.

In fractured bedrock aquifers like
those in western Loudoun County, con-
centrated pumping can create local-
ized drawdown effects that may impact
nearby residential wells in ways distrib-
uted residential use does not.

Large warehouse facilities also
require extensive fire suppression sys-
tems that can demand very high short-
term water flows during emergencies,
placing additional stress on aquifers
with limited storage capacity.

Beyond water concerns, the scale
of this project raises broader plan-
ning issues. Nearly one million square
feet of industrial development would
introduce heavy truck traffic, extensive
nighttime lighting, and large industrial
buildings into an area surrounded by

;;‘;_'_ \.lh#c 1.1 ". -
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residential communities.

This would significantly alter the
rural character that Loudoun County’s
Comprehensive Plan seeks to preserve.

Importantly, the concerns are not
abstract. In a 2024 survey of homeown-
ers and residents in the Mayfair, Wright
Farms, and Chestnut Hill communities,
93 percent of respondents opposed the
project, citing concerns about ground-
water availability, traffic, light pollu-
tion, and the loss of rural character.

Homeownership is more than a
financial investment—it represents sta-
bility, community, and the pride many
families take in building their lives in a
place they value.

Introducing large-scale industrial
development into established residen-
tial areas risks undermining that sense
of place and the expectations home-
owners relied upon when they chose to
live there.

Rezoning decisions also set prece-
dent. Approving a project of this scale
in a rural residential area could encour-
age similar industrial rezonings in
nearby areas over time.

As Loudoun County continues to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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SUBMITTED BY JOSHUA WOLINSKI,
EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR

There’s a growing trend of divorce
among those ages 50 and older, often
called “gray divorce.” While finding
yourself in this situation can feel over-

whelming, it also can be

an opportunity to reclaim

your independence and

bl create a life that reflects
your dreams and values.

Today, one-third (36%)

of divorcing adults are 50

or older (The Journals of

Gerontology, 2022) and

77% of women who experienced gray

divorce remain single 10 years after

divorce (“Repartnering following gray

divorce,” 2019). While that might sound

surprising, many women view this as

a time to focus on goals, dreams and

well-being without compromise.

Of course, there are financial realities
to consider. Women older than 50 often
experience a 45% drop in their stan-
dard of living after divorce (compared
to 21% for men), and household income
can fall by 23% to 40% in the first year

FINANCIAL FOCUS®
Thriving after gray divorce

(“The Economic Consequences of Gray
Divorce for Women and Men,” 2020). So,
building financial confidence isn’t just
important; it’s empowering.

If you are 50 or older and recently
divorced, take the following steps with
your financial advisor. You don’t have to
doit all at once; small steps can help lead
to greater financial security over time.

1. Find a financial advisor who
truly listens. If you’ve ever felt
unheard or dismissed, don’t
settle. Your future deserves
someone who respects your
voice.

2. Get clear on your finances.
List your assets, debts, income
and expenses to understand
your financial situation — the
first step toward taking control.

3. Create a flexible plan. Include
your current needs, short-
term goals and retirement
aspirations. Instead of feeling
intimidated, you can let a
financial advisor help make this
simple and manageable.

4. Learn about money. Read,

attend workshops and join
online communities focused on
women and finance. Every bit of
knowledge adds confidence.

. Build an emergency fund.

Work toward having three to
six months of living expenses
in a low-risk, liquid account.
This may take gradual,
consistent contributions, but
ultimately, this cushion can
help provide a sense of security
as you navigate your new
circumstances.

. Review insurance and your

employer benefits. Make

sure your medical insurance
coverage is adequate. Consider
long-term care insurance to
help preserve your retirement
assets.

. Estate planning. Work with an

attorney to review beneficiary
designations on bank and
brokerage accounts while
updating your will, powers

of attorney and, as needed, a
revocable living trust.

8. Social Security. If you were
married 10 years or longer,
understand your rights to Social
Security benefits from your
ex-spouse.

Rather than being the end, gray
divorce can represent a new chapter. The
future is yours to shape, and it can be as
bold, bright and fulfilling as you want it
to be. Remember, your individual finan-
cial goals and questions deserve indi-
vidual attention. If you think you might
need specific financial advice, please
reach out to a local financial advisor.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

Joshua Wolinski | (540) 338-2291|
joshua.wolinski@edwardjones.com.
“Aligning your financial future with your
personal goals, wants, and wishes.”

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: The Union Cemetery

BY TIM JON

I was on a recent foray into our area’s attractions of
interest, when a unique portion of our locality’s past
sort of reached out and joined in on the visit: on my
first-ever official tour of Union Cemetery
in Leesburg, I suddenly found myself in
the mythically named Potter’s Field.

This was the title given—back in the
1800°’s—to a plot of land that—now—
looks nothing like a graveyard. The acre-
age in question lies just off the corner of
Catoctin Circle and East Market Street—
taking up a portion of what would eventually become
the Leesburg Plaza Shopping Mall.

In all my years as local News Director at Wage Radio
in the County Seat, I must have heard mention of such
a place, but when I found myself standing next to an
historical marker in Union Cemetery, it was like undis-
covered country.

The vault I paid homage to that day—according
to Town records—includes the remains of 300-some
individuals, taken from their original resting place,
eventually to be re-interred on the other side of the
community.

‘Why were they moved?’ You just asked the same

“The name of progress,” would be my best answer.
The placard at the Cemetery stated that a need arose
in the early 1980’s to widen East Market Street at the
location—as well as compelling leverage to develop the
property.

You see, this acreage—when designated as Potter’s
Field—essentially burial placement for those without
the means for interment in an established cemetery—
the land lay outside the official Town boundaries.

So, for over a hundred years up until the early

1950’s—those of indigent status laid the remains of
loved ones in the local plot set up for this use.

But, “Things change,” as even those unconscious of
history know, and the Town officials thankfully exer-
cised the foresight to “excavate” and “recover” the
remains of those whose souls had long departed.

The completed vault took its final resting place—at
least for the foreseeable future—just a few years prior
to this writing, having spent the intervening time in
another site at the Cemetery, deemed less than satis-
factory by local citizens.

And, letting as much of this information as possible
sink into my thoughts and feelings—back on that day
of my first visit—how did all this affect me? I felt a high
degree of empathy for those whose physical effects
came to lie under the new Memorial.

Having lived for quite some time as a ‘starving artist,’
I was never that far from indigence myself, escaping by
the chance of fortune as much as anything else. So, I felt
(even if only imagined) a kinship with those who num-
ber among the subject matter of today’s story. I also
sensed a touch of gratitude for the elected leaders, back
in the day, who took the trouble to set up the original
Potter’s Field on the edge of Town.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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April Community Meetings on Western Loudoun Groundwater [E

The Loudoun County Preservation and Conser-
vation Coalition has scheduled three public meet-
ings to present and discuss information on the issue
of the groundwater supply in western Loudoun
County.

Groundwater is the only source
of water in western Loudoun
for all uses—residents, farmers,
businesses, towns, and the environment. Strong
scientific evidence suggests that the supply of
groundwater is diminishing faster than it is being

COMMUNITY

replaced, presenting a serious problem for everyone
in western Loudoun.

The meetings will be held in Purcellville, Lucketts
and Middleburg.

The three meetings are open to the public at no
charge and will be held at the following times and
locations:

April 6, 6:30 p.m.
Woodgrove High School
36811 Allder School Road, Purcellville, VA

e ]
April 13,7 p.m. - |

| @
Lucketts Community Center I
42361 Lucketts Road, Leesburg, VA E#

April 20, 6:30 p.m.
Middleburg American Legion
111 The Plains Road, Middleburg, VA

There is no charge to attend but reservations are
requested to estimate seating. To RSVP scan this QR
code or go to www.LoudounCoalition.org.

Tourism Zone Claim Challenged,
Then Later Downplayed as

Terminology

BY VALERIE CURY

At the Jan. 13 Purcellville Town Coun-
cil meeting, Council Member Erin Ray-
ner spent much of her council comments
citing what she described as a Tourism
Zone in the Town of Leesburg, using it
to justify retaining and
expanding Purcellville’s
own Tourism Zone. She
said Leesburg had adopted such a zone
“a couple years ago” and stated she
had researched the issue and contacted
Leesburg’s Town Council directly to ask
why it had been enacted.

At the same meeting, Rayner empha-
sized her claim of precedent and chal-
lenged Mayor Chris Bertaut when he
asked for clarification—“It’s a shame you
didn’t come prepared knowing that Lees-
burg has one,” and added, “Why should I
do your work for you?” Her statements
framed the zone as a researched, veri-
fied policy used elsewhere, despite there
being no Tourism Zone in the Town of
Leesburg.

At the Feb. 10 Town Council meeting,
Bertaut directly refuted those state-
ments. “I researched this thoroughly.”
He confirmed that Leesburg does not
have a Tourism Zone, explaining that
he reviewed their town code and zon-
ing ordinances and consulted both the
planning and economic development
departments.

“I do not buy the argument that we
need it as a tool in the tool kit,” Ber-
taut said, noting the Town of Purcell-
ville Tourism Zone ordinance had been
in place for 14 years without ever being
used.

GOVERNMENT

“I also spoke to their planning and
zoning department—they do not have
a Tourism Zone. The department told
me to check with their economic devel-
opment department and they said it is
mentioned in their strategic plan but
there is no real urgency to act on it,”
Bertaut said.

The incentives, tax waivers, and regu-
latory flexibility often cited as necessary
were not used and, according to the may-
or’s review, never existed in Leesburg.

Bertaut said that Leesburg success-
fully brought in a boutique hotel without
any special financial incentives, showing
that the precedent cited did not exist. “It
was brought in without a Tourism Zone,
without incentives, because the people
who wanted to build Hotel Burg knew it
was a good business decision.”

Rayner later said, “I misspoke ... it was
more nomenclature.”

Purcellville’s Tourism Zone, enacted
in 2012 under the Lazaro administra-
tion, applies to a limited number of par-
cels along North 215t Street, owned by
the same owners, and was used for a sin-
gle redevelopment project—a boutique
hotel that was never built.

The ordinance allows for unusual
regulatory flexibility and potential
tax waivers, including utility fees, real
estate taxes, meals taxes, and occupancy
taxes, for up to nine years, contingent
on a minimum private investment of
$250,000.

During the Feb. 10 meeting, the council
voted 4-3 to rescind the Tourism Zone
ordinance. Mayor Bertaut, Vice Mayor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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® Trusted name in Lloudoun since 1998
e Small company, attention to details

e Quality materials and craftsmanship
e Fully licensed & insured

e \We do HOA and county permits
e Thousands of local references

® Owner operator, no sub crews
e Call Mike today for FREE ESTIMATE

e Competitive pricing, one job at a time

DECKS « PORCHES » GAZEBOS
FREE ESTIMATES

703-723-7676

www.virginiadeckandpatio.com
virginiadeck@yahoo.com

— Ask Dr. Mike —

Parenting Teens: A Local
Psychologist’s Guide to Staying Sane

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

Tuneral

"o, Est. 1895 o

% HALL FUNERAL HOME
. OF PURCELLVILLE

Serving the Community Since 1895

“Providing Memorable Tributes With Compassionate Care”

 Pre Arrangements ® Monuments
* Burial & Cremation Services
* Memorial Service & Family Gathering

= Military Funeral Services, For Both
Service Members And Their Dependents
= Ship Out

140 SOUTH NURSERY AVENUE ¢ PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA

54(0-338-5561 wwwHallFH.com
GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE - NATURAL GAS - DIESEL
INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

POWER SOLUTIONS
540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

We won’t leave you powerless.

KOHLER. GENERAC

IN POWER.SINGE 1920.

m Ascn 'Flzgé?l‘:%rc)Iogiesw

Quality Generators Since 1927

Imagine the scene: You’re idling in
the school pickup line, heart full, ready
to hear about the day. Your teenager
climbs in, tosses their
backpack like it’s made
of lead, and the “inter-
rogation” begins.

You: “Hey! How was
your day?”

Them: “Fine.”

You: “How was the
math test?”

Them: “I don’t know.”

You: “Anything interesting happen at
lunch?”

Them: (Sighs, checking a phone)
“No.”

You: “Do you have a lot of homework
tonight?”

Them: “Maybe.”

The silence that follows is so heavy
you could hang your coat on it. You
wonder if you’ve been replaced by a
stranger or what you did wrong. But
then, a miracle occurs.

Your daughter looks up, eyes bright,
and lovingly says the magic words:
“Can we go to Starbucks?”

For your teenage son who hasn’t done
his chores after repeated requests—he
may suddenly need you to cook some-
thing, drive him somewhere, or help
with something else. Once the connec-
tion or need is met, he might retreat
again into monosyllables or grunts.

Welcome to what I call the Push-Pull
Years—a time when your teen alter-
nates between wanting little to do with
you and needing you all at once.

So, why is this happening, and are
you a bad parent? Definitely not. Clini-
cal research shows the adolescent brain
is essentially a house under major reno-
vation. The prefrontal cortex—the part
responsible for judgment, impulse con-
trol, and reading social cues—is tempo-
rarily closed for construction and won’t
fully mature until the mid-twenties.
Meanwhile, the amygdala—the brain’s
emotional processing center, is working
overtime.

Add in all of the demands in their
lives—shifting hormones, academics,
after school activities, the friendship
and social landscape and constant

Ask Dr. Mike

social media pressure, and it’s no
wonder they’re exhausted and your
exhausted.

With everything going on in their
heads and lives, what feels to you like
simple conversation can feel to them
like a cross-examination. They’re not
necessarily being defiant; they’re often
just out of bandwidth.

As parents, we naturally long for the
way things used to be—the days of long
talks, family dinners, hugs, and hearing
“I love you” on repeat. But the secret to
surviving the teen years isn’t wishing
for what was, it’s meeting them where
they are.

For your daughter: If she wants to
go to Starbucks, take her. Agree on a
budget if you need to, but remember—
the “Pink Drink” isn’t the point; your
presence is.

For your son: If he starts talking
while you’re trying to watch the news
or go to bed, give him ten minutes. If
he’s gaming, sit nearby for a bit without
peppering him with questions.

And don’t take car time for granted.
I often tell parents to stop complaining
about being their teen’s chauffeur—it’s
a short-term gig with an expiration
date.

When you’re driving and they’re sit-
ting beside you (or behind you with
friends), you’re a fly on the wall. Teens
often find direct eye contact intimi-
dating; side-by-side interactions lower
their guard. You’ll learn more in one
twenty-minute drive than through a
week of formal check-ins.

How to Support Them (and Save Your Sanity)

* Don’t take the bait. When they’re
sharp or snarky, remember the brain
is under construction. Take a breath.
Don’t let their emotional dysregula-
tion trigger yours.

¢ Value parallel moments. Some-
times sitting in the same
room—each on your own device
or reading—is a quiet win. It’s
about being near each other, not
always doing together.

+ Be the safe harbor. Let them know
you’re there when they’re ready to
talk, but don’t force the door open.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Purcellville Council Approves Donation
for Fireman’s Field Upgrades

BY VALERIE CURY

The Purcellville Town Council voted
unanimously March 10 to approve a
donation that will fund safety and aes-
thetic improvements at historic Fire-
man’s Field.

The project, funded by EE Reed East
Coast, which specializes in industrial
building construction and data cen-
ters, will replace the baseball field’s
aging warning track, with the com-
pany providing all materials, labor, and
equipment at a savings to the town of
$189,000.

Fireman’s Field is known as Virginia’s
oldest baseball field and is a designated
historic landmark. The current warning
track was installed over 30 years ago and
consists of a concrete base topped with
a rubberized surface. Officials say years
of wear have left the playing surface in
declining condition, raising concerns
about player safety.

Under the approved plan, the existing
track will be removed and replaced with
a standard professional-style design
made of a gravel base topped with brick
dust, a change expected to make the
area safer and more visually appealing.

According to a March 13 Cannons’
press release, the effort began in
November during a conversation among
members of the Purcellville Cannons
organization. Angela Kable Johnson,
the team’s board secretary and photog-
rapher, recalled her immediate reaction
when the issue of cost arose: “Hold up

.. I think I can get this done through a
community project and donation.”

Kable Johnson later connected the
project with EE Reed East Coast through
professional and personal contacts.
After meetings and site visits, the pro-
posal moved forward with support from
company leadership. Chief Operating
Officer Doug Meadows responded to
the idea with a succinct endorsement,
according to organizers: “Absolutely!”

At the Town Council meeting, Pur-
cellville Mayor Chris Bertaut thanked
EE Reed East Coast, the Cannons, town
staff, and Interim Town Manager Tony
Sabio “for pulling together this partner-
ship between the Cannons and the town
in helping to bring in this very, very
generous donation.” He added, “I look
forward to many, many years of team

play by the Cannons and other teams
who play on this field.”

Construction is expected to begin
soon.

The press release notes that the proj-
ect comes as the Purcellville Cannons
prepare for their 10th season at Fire-
man’s Field. Kable Johnson said the
team continues to draw strong support
from the local community.

Cannons manager Brett Fuller said he
is “extremely excited” for the warning
track project to begin, adding that it will
give players “the opportunity to expe-
rience playing on the best all-natural
baseball facility in Virginia.”

The Cannons open their 2026 sched-
ule May 27 with an exhibition game
against the Gaithersburg Giants, fol-
lowed by their home opener May 29 at
Fireman’s Field.

More information about the team,
including volunteer opportunities, host
families, and the upcoming season, is
available at www.purcellvillecannons.
org.

This donation took a political turn
after Mayor Chris Bertaut posted about
the project on his Facebook page. In his
post, Bertaut said, “Town Manager Tony
Sabio began discussions with the Can-
nons’ owner, Brett Fuller, which helped
develop the partnership that brought
in this generous donation.” He also
thanked EE Reed East Coast and the
Cannons for “pulling together this part-
nership to support our historic field.”

Kable Johnson responded in a Face-
book post disputing that characteriza-
tion. On March 24, Kable Johnson also
attended a Purcellville Town Council
meeting and reiterated what she wrote
in her post. She wrote that the Town
Manager “had ZERO involvement in
securing the generous donation from
E.E. Reed East Coast” and added that
she “alone initiated the conversations,
arranged the meetings, and personally
facilitated the entire process that led to
this wonderful gift for THE CANNONS.”

She added that she was “appalled and
frankly insulted” by the mayor’s post
and “expects—and demands—a prompt,
public correction and apology” for what
she described as an “inaccurate post.”
Kable Johnson also stressed, “Credit
belongs where it is earned, not twisted

to score cheap political points or shield
an employee.”

Her post emphasized her personal
role and that of her daughter, stating,
“I alone initiated the conversations,
arranged the meetings, and personally
facilitated the entire process that led to
this wonderful gift for THE CANNONS.

“The emails asking for the dona-
tion were between me, my daughter
Marie (the Real MVP and Employee of
EE Reed) and the COO of EE Reed. The
Town’s only role was the basic legal
requirement since they own the prop-
erty. That’s it.”

Bertaut’s post thanked EE Reed East
Coast, the Cannons owner Brett Fuller,
the Cannons organization and Town
Manager Tony Sabio, who “began a new
relationship with the Canons by picking
up the phone and starting direct talks

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Now Accepting Estimate Requests for the

Loudoun Gounty
Invasive Species
Grant Program.

Veterans Land Rescue LLC is proud to partner with
Loudoun County land owners to protect our local
environment. Through the Invasive Species Grant
Program, you may qualify for financial reimbursement to
remove invasive plants such as Tree of Heaven, Autumn

Olive, and many more.

- Contact Veteran’s Land Rescue for an on-site visit
- Veterans Land Rescue will complete a detailed
report/estimate and will assist in application submission

Take advantage of this limited-time program and
improve the health and beauty of your land.

Contact Veterans Land Rescue Today to Schedule Your Estimate!

Veterans Land Rescue

540-900-1888

veteranslandrescuetnov@gmail.com
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Supervisors Endorse Western
Loudoun Recreation Complex Design

BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

Members of the Loudoun County Board of Super-

visors’ Finance/Government Operations and Eco-

nomic Development Committee

voted March 10, to advance the

sl design of the long-anticipated

Western Loudoun Recreation

Complex, moving the project one step closer to

construction while also discussing rising costs and
community needs.

The committee unanimously recommended that
the full Board endorse the project’s major design
elements and allow staff to proceed with final
design work, marking a significant milestone for a
facility years in the making.

“This item seeks the finance committee’s recom-
mendation for the Board of Supervisors’ endorse-
ment of the major design elements for the Western
Loudoun Recreation Project,” Assistant Director,
Facilities Capital Projects Don Bredice told super-
visors at the outset of the presentation.

Planned on a 142-acre site west of Purcellville,
the complex is designed to serve a growing pop-
ulation in western Loudoun County that has long
lacked access to a full-service recreation center.
The project combines indoor and outdoor ameni-
ties, including athletic fields, courts, trails, and a
three-story recreation building featuring aquatics,
fitness, and youth programming.

Staff emphasized that public input has played
a central role in shaping the design. “The project
team facilitated three public information meetings
... Each meeting was followed by a public comment
period ... The input received ... informed the proj-
ect’s design,” Bredice said.

The proposed complex reflects a deliberate effort
to balance active recreation with preservation of
the site’s natural features.

Design manager Marissa King explained that
“major site elements inform the layout,” including
wetlands, historic structures, and tree lines. The
plan incorporates “low impact site features, such
as boardwalks and natural trails” to protect those
areas.

At the heart of the project is a three-story rec-
reation center intended as a hub for community
activity. The building will include “the gymnasium,
fitness center, indoor running track, a competition
pool with spectator seating, [and a] leisure pool.”

The outdoor amenities are equally expansive,
with baseball and softball fields, soccer and mul-
tiuse fields, tennis and pickleball courts, a play-
ground, and open lawn space.

That open space was a key priority for staff.

“One of the things that we hear a lot of is ... we
don’t have a lot of space that is not already pro-
grammed for ballfield use,” said Steve Torpy,

director of Parks, Recreation & Community Ser-
vices. “So having some programmed open space
where somebody can just go and toss a Frisbee
around ... would not be something that we would
necessarily have programmed.”

Much of the committee’s discussion focused
on how well the design reflects actual recreation
demand in western Loudoun.

Supervisor Matthew Letourneau (R-Dulles) ques-
tioned the large number of pickleball courts—12 in
total—calling it “more than we have anywhere else
in Loudoun.”

Staff responded that the number is driven by
usage data and local interest.

“We have a large component of Western Loudoun
pickleball players,” Torpy explained, noting strong
participation at existing facilities like Franklin
Park and the Carver Senior Center.

The broader mix of athletic fields was also care-
fully considered, staff said, with a focus on serving
local leagues rather than attracting large regional
tournaments.

“The first and foremost approach that we’re tak-
ing is to take care of the youth leagues,” Torpy con-
tinued. “Large scale tournaments ... traditionally
don’t want to go out West because of the lack of
hotels.”

Supervisors also raised the growing demand for
cricket facilities, a need that extends across the
county.

“I actually believe we should try to just have
a dedicated cricket field,” Chair Phyllis Randall
(D-At Large) said, noting that “pickleball is big, but
cricket is big also.”

Staff indicated that the rectangular fields could
be configured to accommodate cricket play if
needed.

While the design received broad support, the
project’s rising cost prompted candid discussion.

Randall asked staff to explain what she described
as a dramatic increase—from roughly $73 million
to more than $260 million.

“For public consumption, why is that escalation
so significant and so quick?” she asked.

Staff attributed the increase largely to early esti-
mating errors and evolving project scope.

“The original estimate ... was a very preliminary
estimate that did not factor in a lot of what we now
know about the site,” said Scott Worrest, deputy
director for DTCI. He added that it “utilized low
dollar per square foot cost” and included “errors
that we found as we went through this.”

Additional factors included combining the recre-
ation center with the Fields Farm Park project and
incorporating new features such as dedicated teen
spaces.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »
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“I really do appreciate the honest
answer,” Randall said. “Staff are human
beings...we make mistakes sometimes.”

At the same time, she stressed the
importance of accountability.

“Price matters when you’re making
these decisions,” Randall said, call-
ing the increase “a huge ... not a small
escalation.”

Despite concerns about cost, super-
visors expressed strong support for
moving the project forward, citing the
lack of recreation facilities in western
Loudoun.

Letourneau noted that restarting the
project elsewhere would likely be more
expensive and time-consuming.

“We’ve done an analysis... and [it is]
on par with where it should be,” Worrest
said, adding that relocating would set
the project back “years, years, years.”

Letourneau framed the project as an
equity issue for the county.

“We do have a big part of the county
that is just not covered by this type of
facility,” he said.

He added that while neighbor-
hood concerns are inevitable, similar

facilities have ultimately become val-
ued community assets.

“There’s generally neighborhood
concerns about almost everything that
we build,” Letourneau said. “Usually,
the county especially finds a way to be
a good neighbor.”

Construction on the Western Loudoun
Recreation Complex is currently antici-
pated to begin in early 2027, pending
final design approval and funding.

As the committee voted unanimously
to advance the project, supervisors
reflected on the broader role recreation
centers play in community life.

Supervisor Juli Briskman (D-Algon-
kian) described visiting existing facil-
ities and seeing “birthday parties just
churning through there” and families
gathering for swim programs, calling it
“fantastic” and something to be “really
proud of.”

With its combination of indoor and
outdoor amenities, environmental sen-
sitivity, and community-driven design,
the Western Loudoun Recreation Com-
plex is poised to become a similar hub
for residents in the county’s western
reaches.
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Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1973
Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.
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55 E. Colonial Highway (Old Rt 7) Hamilton, VA 20158
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Hilling & Sons
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Expertise You

Tree pruning
is an essential
annual practice.

§§ Prune dead,
diseased,
or unsafe branches from your
trees to protect you, your home, and your
belongings.

’ Smart maintenance will influence the
structure and shape of the tree in the future.

€§ Trim lifeless branches so they don’t succumb
to winter snow and winds!

@ Get scheduled now by visiting our website
where you'll find our free estimate form and

even request free wood chips.
Offer valid through 4/30/26

Curt Hilling
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www.HillingAndSons.com
Llcensed&lnsured « ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A
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Belmont Ridge Middle School
student wins LCPS spelling bee

Vikyath Tanamala, a sixth grader
from Belmont Ridge Middle School,
won the 44th Annual Loudoun County
Public Schools Regional Spelling Bee on
Thursday, March 12, at Rock Ridge High
School.

Tanamala earned the title after 16
rounds of competition, edging out
Dhiya Sudhakar, a sixth grade student
from Gum Spring Middle School. This is

the second year in a row that Tanamala
has won the regional bee.

The winning word was peccant (adjec-
tive), meaning guilty of moral offense;
sinning; corrupt.

Both students now advance to the
Scripps National Spelling Bee, sched-
uled for May 25-28, at DAR Constitu-
tion Hall in Washington, D.C. Students
from across the nation will compete on

national television, showcasing their
spelling and vocabulary skills.

“The Spelling Bee is a great reminder
of how powerful words can be,” said
Superintendent Dr. Aaron Spence.
“When students study and practice,
they’re building confidence, strength-
ening their communication skills, and
discovering the joy of learning. We’re
proud of every student who stepped up
to compete.”

To learn more about the LCPS
Regional Spelling Bee, visit lcps.org/
spellingbee. For information about the
Scripps National Spelling Bee, visit their
website.

Loudoun Kids Hit a Home Run with Farmer Trading Cards

This spring, elementary students across Loudoun
County are swapping more than just stickers—they’re
trading stories about the people who grow their food.

From March 23-27, Loudoun County Public Schools
will host the beloved Farmer Trading Card Program, a
hands-on initiative that introduces students to local
farmers, healthy eating, and the journey food takes
from farm to table.

The program’s timing couldn’t be more perfect—
coinciding with Major League Baseball’s Opening
Day, adding a collectible twist to the classroom.

sharing their stories through short, engaging vid-

eos. Students can learn what each farmer grows, how =
they got started, and why they love their work. Then, |

they can collect the physical trading cards distributed
through school lunches, making lunchtime a little
more exciting and educational.

Buddy Rizer, Executive Director of Loudoun Eco-
nomic Development said, “A lot of us remember col-
lecting trading cards as kids, swapping them, showing
them off, and learning the stories behind our favor-
ites. These farmer trading cards tap into that same

The cards feature real Loudoun County farmers

*x. . *
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Wheatland Concert Series
features Vivaldi’s ‘Four Seasons’

with dinner

The Wheatland Concert Series will
present a spring program on April 11
beginning at 6 p.m., featuring a string
quartet and harpsichord performing
selections from The Four Seasons by
Antonio Vivaldi. The evening pairs
live music with a multi-course dinner
prepared by Chef Ian of Magnolias at
the Mill.

The menu opens with vol au vent,
a puff pastry filled with chicken and
mushrooms in tarragon cream sauce.
The main course features braised
short rib with truffle risotto and baby
carrots, finished with a red wine demi-
glace. Dessert is lemon cheesecake
with blueberry compote, served with
coffee or tea. French wines selected
by the chef accompany the meal.

Tickets are $155 per person, inclu-
sive of wine, tax and gratuity. Reser-
vations are required and can be made
online at shiloh-manor.com.

Born in Venice in 1678, Antonio
Vivaldi was trained as a violinist by his
father and later ordained as a Catho-
lic priest. Health issues led him away
from clerical duties and toward music,
where he built his career. He spent
much of his life at the Ospedale della
Pieta, where he trained and composed
for young female musicians, helping

elevate the ensemble to international
recognition.

Vivaldi gained wider acclaim in
1711 with the publication of Lestro
armonico, which helped define the
three-movement concerto form of the
Baroque period. He later worked in
Mantua, where he composed operas
and concertos, including The Four
Seasons, now among his most recog-
nized works.

Composed as a set of four vio-
lin concertos, The Four Seasons is
known for its vivid musical imagery.
Each piece reflects a different sea-
son, incorporating sounds that evoke
nature, weather and daily life. Viv-
aldi also wrote accompanying poems
intended to align with the music.

Over his lifetime, Vivaldi com-
posed more than 500 concertos and
dozens of operas, along with sacred
choral works and chamber music.
After a period of success, his fortunes
declined, and he died in Vienna in
1741. His music was largely forgot-
ten until a revival in the 20th century
restored his reputation.

Selections from The Four Seasons,
including the “Spring” and “Sum-
mer” concerti, will be featured in the
upcoming Wheatland performance.

'Vlvnmrs FOUR SEASONS
_:WINE DINNER
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Purcellville, Vireinia
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Woodgrove High School Presents Legally Blonde the Musical

Woodgrove High School is in the midst of prepara-
tions for its Grove Theatre spring production, Legally
Blonde the Musical. Legally Blonde follows the iconic
story of sorority girl Elle Woods, who applies to Har-
vard Law in order to win back her ex-boyfriend—but
ends up finding herself and discovering her passion
for law along the way. This comedic, high-energy show
about self-discovery is a must-see.

Woodgrove is a participant in the National Capital
Area Cappies, a theatre and journalism program for

During a cast photoshoot, Mai Sylvester, Amanda Dickson,
Lauren Pyles, and Arabella Horton shine as sorority girls
around Molly Den Herder’s Elle Woods.

high school students across Virginia, Maryland, and
Washington, DC that evaluates and presents awards
for excellence in acting, crew, student critics, and over-
all production. Woodgrove will be competing against
over 50 other schools this Cappies season.

Student leadership is a very important part of the
Cappies program, with the majority of the show being
student-driven. These student leaders take on signifi-
cant responsibility and are currently working hard to
make the show the best it can be.

Sophie Brzozowsky, Musical Director, said, “I make
rehearsal tracks for all the songs in our show and work
to teach all the songs during rehearsal. The Cappies
aspect of the show motivates me to put in as much
work as possible.”

Artistic Director Gracie Vosburgh said, “My job as
Artistic Director is to create a strong visual vision. I
designed the set, working with tech leadership to fig-
ure out their needs.”

Sophomore Molly Den Herder, who plays the beloved
golden-haired protagonist Elle Woods, loves how fun
and engaging Legally Blonde is. “The experience has
been amazing; the cast and crew are incredibly tal-
ented and supportive. I love the large choreographed
numbers in the show,” Den Herder said.

Director Beverly Pruzina shared her appreciation

Molly Den Herder and Abraham Perdomo Pacheco smile as
Elle Woods and Emmett Forrest during a cast photoshoot.

for the show and the NCA Cappies program. “There is
such a special reward for all schools who participate in
Cappies NCA,” Pruzina said. She is excited to see her
students’ work come together during performances.
“Opening Night, I sometimes can’t sleep because I'm
so excited for my students.”

Be sure to bring your friends and family—and wear
your pink—to see Woodgrove’s Legally Blonde at 2 p.m.
on April 11 and 12, or at 7 p.m. on April 9, 10, and 11.
Tickets are available online at The Grove Theatre’s
website, woodgrovetheatre.com.

OPINION: THE OWLS SAYS... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Georgia counties were overseen by “Commissioners
of Roads and Bridges.” (Today, they are simply County
Commissioners, equivalent to our Supervisors.)
During the Roads-and-Bridges era, Georgia’s county
governments had relatively narrow duties, much akin
to Maslow’s safety needs. Later Boards of Supervisors
in Georgia began to meet higher levels of needs as
society demanded more.

That leads to a basic question: How much govern-
mental activity is too much? Today that question is
especially important in Loudoun.

Loudoun Reaches for the Top

Our wealthy and educated citizens may want a lot
from our government, or at least the Supervisors think
so. However, reaching for the top comes at a real cost—
to our wallets.

The late US senator William Proxmire awarded an
annual Golden Fleece Award to the most boneheaded
expenditure by the federal government. These days
that cudgel has been picked up by Kentucky senator
Rand Paul, who releases an annual “Festivus Report”
that shines a light on a multitude of fiscal waste, such
as a million bucks to study ferrets binge-drinking
alcohol or $14.6 million to study monkeys playing the
Price is Right game. “Festivus” means humorous and
in Rand’s case, it’s humor with a fiscal bite.

A Severus Look at Loudoun’s Spending

“Severus” is the antonym of Festivus, so it means
harsh, serious, stern, and that’s the way I react to

County spending. Its fiscal recklessness especially
angers me when I look at my property tax bill.

Let’s start with an overview.

With the exception of one seat, our current Board
is the same now as it was after the 2019 elections. I’ll
start with January 1, 2020 as the beginning of my anal-
ysis and January 1, 2026 as the end point. During that
period Loudoun’s population grew by 5.9% and the
Consumer Price Index rose 26.1%. Those are additive,
so start with 32% as understandable growth in County
spending. However, proposed spending by the Board
actually increases by 78% over that period. Thus,
spending would be 243% more than it should have
been expected. Remember, you’re paying for this.

Look at some examples of proposed spending
increases compared to last year and you’ll grasp the
problem:

While inflation was only 2.4%, the County proposes
increasing compensation by 6.25% for its general
workforce, 8% for Fire & Rescue and 8.75% for Sher-
iff’s deputies.

Adding 187 new employees County-wide, while our
population growth was essentially stagnant, at only
1%. Apparently, bureaucrats want more bureaucrats.

A number of especially irksome items are proposed.
Try these: Buying “microtransit” vehicles. Increasing
spending on County administration by 15%.. My blood
is aboil, but I continue:

A 17% increase in employees in the Parks and Rec-
reation department.

An “enterprise data warehouse,” whatever that
is. Ditto “remote site connectivity.” Wouldn’t smart

phones suffice?

A $100 million cost overrun for the Western Loudoun
Recreation Complex, for a new total cost of $291 mil-
lion. (Expect more cost overruns before this turkey
opens.) The project would surely be near the pinnacle
of Maslow’s pyramid of needs ... as a luxury at taxpay-
ers’ expense.

I think the budget document is around 300 pages,
and probably chock full of more things that would
make us choke.

(A personal note on that new rec center and on the
more than $200 million cost of new high schools: Pri-
vate sector development procedures could cut those
costs by as much as half. Our Atlanta development
firm produced that kind of result on a number of gov-
ernment projects, from a public safety complex in
Florida to student housing and academic buildings for
Georgia universities.)

Given that experience, this assumption in Loudoun’s
proposed budget blew my mind: A standard construc-
tion-in-progress contingency of 40%. That is absolute
lunacy! Taxpayer rape! While development budgets
should include contingencies, they are usually in the
5 - 10% range.

LCPS

I critiqued our out-of-control School Board last
month. You’ll find its spending misdeeds at https://
blueridgeleader.com/my-conversation-with-mo-
mus/ Here are two major examples: Loudoun plans
on spending $25,000 per student; Fairfax spends

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Consultant Outlines Utility
Rate Approach at Purcellville

Work Session

BY VALERIE CURY

At a March 24 work session, the Pur-

cellville Town Council heard a pre-

sentation from David

GOVERNMENT Hyder, senior principal

with Stantec Financial

Services Group, on recommended water

and sewer utility rates for the FY27
budget.

Hyder explained that the town main-
tains water and sewer enterprise funds.
“What that means,” he said, “is the town
operates the systems like a business.
The revenues that are generated need to
cover the expenses of the utility.”

Hyder said his analysis uses a 10-year
projection period. “The process we use
is to first identify what it costs to oper-
ate and maintain the water and sewer
systems, and that is identified in the
revenue requirements,” he said.

Those revenue requirements include
“your operating expenditures, a fore-
cast of capital investments—meaning
what you need to spend in the future—
as well as paying off any debt service
you might have incurred in the past,”
Hyder said. That analysis, he added,
provides “the forecast of what you have
spent in the past,” while Stantec also
projects future revenues.

“We anticipate—what is our demand
going to be in terms of revenues, and are
our revenues in line with our expenses?
Are we falling within our reserve tar-
get? Are we able to maintain adequate
reserves in the system?” Hyder said.

Hyder said the analysis also considers
whether additional debt service will be
required. “It is a cash flow analysis. We
are looking out over a 10-year projec-
tion period,” he said.

To develop that projection, Hyder
noted that assumptions must be made.
“We have to do some assumptions,” he
said, explaining that Stantec evaluates
financial stability in part by maintain-
ing reserve targets.

Hyder said the firm aims for a min-
imum reserve equivalent to nine
months, or approximately 75% of a
12-month target. He added that usage
assumptions are also factored into
the model, with typical residential

consumption estimated at 8,000 gal-
lons per two-month billing cycle, or
about 4,000 gallons per month.

Hyder said the analysis assumes that
meals tax contributions from the Gen-
eral Fund will end after FY27. “So that
isincluded in the FY27 budget,” he said.

Based on historical trends, Hyder said
Stantec projects a continued decline in
water usage of about 1% per year. “We’re
still assuming you are continuing to see
the reduction in use going forward,” he
said, adding, “Customers are using less
and less water.”

For future capital investments in
the system, Hyder said the town would
need to rely on borrowing. He noted
that projections assume 30-year loans
at an interest rate of 5%.

“Rate increases gets you additional
revenues given your current rates and
demand on the system,” Hyder said. He
explained that a 1% increase in water
rates would generate approximately
$25,000 annually, while a 1% increase
in sewer rates would generate about
$38,000 per year.

Hyder added that one of the primary
drivers in the financial planning pro-
cess each year is the scale of planned
capital projects.

Hyder said the town’s long-term
planning is driven in large part by its
capital improvement needs. “We are
looking at a Fiscal Year 27-37 capital
improvement plan that the town has
identified necessary and essential CIP
for the water system of $65 million, and
on the sewer side—it’s $13 million,” he
said.

“Given the condition of the utilities,
we are anticipating that borrowing is
going to be necessary for each of these
capital projects.”

Hyder said rising costs are also a fac-
tor in the town’s rate considerations.
“We are seeing a doubling of the cost to
operate the water system,” he said.

Comparing Purcellville’s proposed
rates to nearby localities, Hyder noted
that for a customer using 4,000 gallons
per month, “you would be right in line

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested i having any asphalt paving done this year.
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ARMY PLAN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

rural economies in Loudoun and neigh-
boring counties.

On March 26, U.S. Rep. Suhas Subra-
manyam raised the issue on the floor
of the U.S. House of Representatives,
emphasizing the facility’s long-stand-
ing role in the region. He described
the training center as “a bedrock of
the town’s local economy since its
establishment in 1956” and “one of the
leading horse training facilities in the
country and a major driver of the local
economy.”

Subramanyam noted that no compa-
rable facility exists nearby and urged
that any potential transfer include
community input and consideration of
alternative sites. He warned that mov-
ing forward without such consideration

could result in the loss of jobs and sig-
nificant economic impact.

Local equestrians have also mobi-
lized, holding community meetings
in the Middleburg area. A large turn-
out at a March 4 meeting in Upperville
reflected widespread concern within
the equine community.

Industry representatives note that
the Army’s Caisson horses—used in
military funerals at Arlington National
Cemetery—are already housed in
Loudoun County at an existing facility.
They argue that the Middleburg site
may not align with the specific needs of
that program and could require signifi-
cant modifications.

Some industry figures have also
questioned whether the property
is an appropriate or cost-effective

acquisition for the Army, suggesting
that alternative locations could meet
military needs without displacing an
established equine operation.

Kuhn has received a purchase offer
from the Army and has indicated that
local stakeholders have been given an
opportunity to submit competing bids.
He has said the decision timeline is lim-
ited, with a deadline approaching.

Local leaders have emphasized that
their concerns are not about the Army’s
presence in the region, but rather the
suitability of this particular site. Many
have expressed support for accommo-
dating the Caisson unit elsewhere in
Northern Virginia without disrupting
the existing equine infrastructure.

County officials and industry groups
have called for additional study before

any transfer proceeds, noting the
broader economic impact of the equine
sector. They emphasize that the indus-
try supports a wide range of jobs and
services beyond horse training itself.

The Army has released limited pub-
lic information, stating only that it is
evaluating options for long-term sta-
bling near Washington, D.C. The Cais-
son Detachment requires a specialized
facility, though local leaders argue that
alternatives could be developed with-
out affecting the Middleburg site.

With a decision expected soon, local
officials and residents say they are
continuing to monitor the situation
closely and advocate for a solution that
balances military needs with the pres-
ervation of Loudoun County’s equine
heritage and economy.

OPINION: LOSING THE HEART OF PHILOMONT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

to have taken a back seat.

In 2015, when this parcel was offered to the county
by the Philomont Volunteer Fire Department Board,
I did not anticipate that the county would abandon
our existing, well-constructed seven-bay firehouse
that could have been renovated, in favor of a project
approaching $30 million— particularly one that may
not match the lifespan of the current facility and
reflected a decision that failed to consider community
input or the loss of a valued public space.

The county’s reliance on “Special Exceptions” has
raised additional concerns. Zoning restrictions pro-
hibit a firehouse as a permitted use on this site, and
the Comprehensive Plan for Rural Historic Villages
calls for new construction to be “compatible” with sur-
rounding structures. These guidelines were ignored.

It is difficult to see how a 19,305-square-foot build-
ing aligns with adjacent historic properties, including
a 1700s log cabin, an 1800s stone chapel, and other
longstanding homes.

Residents supported an alternative—expanding
and renovating the existing firehouse. This approach
would have met safety needs for Loudoun County Fire
and Rescue personnel while preserving the character
of the village, saving taxpayer dollars, and maintaining

RAYNER ET AL, CON'T. FROM PAGE 4

specifically targeting Purcellville introduces a com-
plex intersection of legal and political dynamics.

As the April hearing approaches, the case rep-
resents the latest in a series of disputes following
the 2024 election, when the three council members
bringing the lawsuit lost their governing majority.

Since that shift, council proceedings have been
marked by repeated legal challenges, procedural
conflicts, and sharply contested claims surround-
ing fiscal decisions and council authority, con-
tributing to a period of sustained instability in the
town’s governance.

the Historic Horse Show Grounds.

The long-term impacts are already being felt. Sev-
eral neighboring homeowners chose to sell and relo-
cate prior to construction. Others now face ongoing
disruption from construction activity and uncertainty
about future property values. Potential blasting is not
off the table.

A large, continuously operating facility—with
increased noise, lighting, and water usage—will change
the character of the historic community of Philomont.

Water resources are another concern. No well draw-
down test was conducted, despite the site’s elevation
and the close proximity to neighboring wells—some
within 300 to 500 feet.

Nearby residents rely on shallow wells, and one home
within 300 feet depends on a century-old-spring—now
vulnerable to the strain of a massive, high-water-use
structure. This raises valid questions about both water
quantity and quality.

There have been many frustrating aspects to this sit-
uation—too many to list here. If the county had cho-
sen to renovate and expand the existing firehouse, the
PVED should have returned the Horse Show Grounds
to the community.

The property was originally paid for through
local fundraisers and donations, and it should have

remained a shared community green space for the res-
idents who made it possible.

Finally, questions remain about the future of the
existing firehouse property. At public meetings, the
PVFD repeatedly said that residents would have input
on what happens next to the existing firehouse.

To date, however, those commitments have not been
realized. Emails have gone unanswered. Questions
raised at PVFD board meetings have been met with
complete silence.

Greater transparency, responsiveness, and meaning-
ful engagement with the community will be essential
moving forward. After all, the community’s fundrais-
ing and volunteer efforts over decades made this facil-
ity possible and should warrant a voice in its future.

Philomont is on the National Register of Historic
Places, and decisions made today will shape its future
for generations. The question now is not just what has
been lost—but what kind of community will be left
behind, and whether residents will have a meaningful
voice in protecting it before more is gone for good.

Madeline Skinner is a resident of Philomont and is
very active in multiple preservation and conservation
organizations.

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Be it known that the deed allowed the placement
into the local gravesite—of remains of different
races—although divided between “White persons,”
and “persons of color.” The plot included interment
for the victim of an historic tragedy at the site as well;
the body of 1902 lynching victim Charles Craven rep-
resents one of the hundreds buried in Potter’s Field.

By the time I had assimilated all this information—
and the emotional and spiritual processing associated
with it—the sun had traveled far in the sky, as I stood
at the other edge of Town.

Now, I already mentioned that the original planners

of the local burial place took steps to keep a physical
division between the remains of ‘races’ of humans;
one of the last lines on the historical marker in Union
Cemetery reads, “The remains recovered in 1983 were
reburied together.”

Letting this message sink in again—today, as I still
struggle to do justice to this story, and to make com-
plete sense out of my life, our lives, our time together
in Loudoun County—I, at least, enjoy a bit of satisfac-
tion: the study of history is not always pleasant—we
may learn about painful—seemingly hopeless times in
the human experience—but there is always room for—
and reason to hope for—Grace.
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TOURISM ZONE CLAIM CHALLENGED, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

Ben Nett, and Council Members Carol Luke and Susan
Khalil voted to rescind it. Council Members Rayner, Kevin
Wright, and Caleb Stought voted against.

The vote reflected the council’s desire to ensure that any
future redevelopment complies with current zoning and
fiscal responsibility, rather than rely on broad exceptions
that could apply unevenly to different property owners.

LETTER: REZONING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

grow, maintaining consistency with adopted planning policies
and protecting shared environmental resources—and the com-
munities built around them—will be essential.

The Valley Commerce Center proposal, as currently envi-
sioned, does not meet that standard—but 39 by-right homes do.

Michael Parish
Purcellville

CONSULTANT OUTLINES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

with Middleburg” under the suggested
combined water and sewer rates.

Mayor Chris Bertaut asked Hyder
to compare the capital improvement
project forecasts used in FY25, FY26,
and FY27 and how they differed. Hyder
said he did not have that information
available.

Liz Krens said she would need to
research those figures. She added that
capital improvement costs are increas-
ing each year as the town identifies new
projects.

Krens also noted that the town’s fis-
cal policy sets a reserve balance tar-
get at 100%, while the Stantec models
assume a 75% reserve level.

Combined Bill Impacts (Suggested FY 27)

Monthly Bill* Current  FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029 FY 2031
Water 548.05 562.47 S79.34 51071 $130.24 $164.29
§ Change §14.42 $16.87 £27.77 s32.14 $25.05
Sewer $65.69 510453 12441 $145.55 $149.92 8154 42
& Change 18,85 £19.88 £21.14 54.36 54.50
Total $133.74 $167.00 $203.75 $252 66 5289 16 §316.71
i & Change £33.26 $36.75 &48.91 536.50 $29.595

"Assumes residential customer user 4,000 gallons per manth

Krens said the town has consulted
with Davenport & Company, its finan-
cial advisor, regarding reserve targets.
She said the town would prefer to main-
tain its 100% reserve policy, “with the
understanding that we are probably
going to dip below that for a period of
time while we increase the rates—while
we get our revenues to the point where
you have a self-sustaining system.”

Council Member Erin Rayner said the
town’s current situation reflects years
of underpricing utility rates. “We have
been undercharging for years and not
doing the right thing for 10 years. We
have not raised rates appropriately and
this is what we have now,” she said. “So
every bill our citizens get—yes, they are
very high. We are complaining, but we
are undercharging by almost $20 under
our operating costs.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

CLASSIFIEDS

TURNKEY BUSINESS FOR SALE
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Ronnie is selling Sharp Blades: Ronnie
is moving and is selling his mobile tractor
and lawn mower maintenance business.

He has served central and western

Loudoun County for over 25 years. He
is always busy and just this week he got
25 calls for service. If you want a change
from being in the office all day, enjoy the
outdoors, meeting Loudoun’s wonderful
community, and want to work for yourself
call 540-905-9006 and leave a message.

Have something to sell?
Place a classified ad.
Email us at advertise@
blueridgeleader.com

SHOP AND SUPPORT LQCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Lydia Clark

(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

Long & Foster Realtors®
1008 Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132
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Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
In-Home Vacation Pet Care

Joe Pillera
(703) 867-7158

virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

Tax Resolution Services

Tax Season is almost here

‘We Are The Key To Solving
Your IRS Debts

acclrate

Individual and Business Tax Returns
Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com
170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132
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GREENHOUSE & GARDEN CENTER

18035 Lincoln Rd
Purcellville, VA

Mon-Sat 9am - Spm
Sunday 10am - 4pm

abernethyspencer.com

LOUDOUN COUNTY'S PREMIER
GREENHOUSE & GARDEN CENTER

* Summer Classics Outdoor Furniture

Serving the Commaunity Since 1925

* Perennials, Shrubs, Trees
¢ Annuals, Herbs & Vegetables
* Fountains, Statuary & Planters

* Conservatory Gift Shop

COMPUTER

REPAIR SERVICES

JPC Installations
Network Setups
Printer Servicing
Virus Removal
Data Recovery

Decks
Additions

LOUDOUN'S IT GUY

POTTERFIELD
IT SOLUTIONS

703-895-9300
S potterfieldit.com

AMERICAN &

(HIALITY STEEL !
571-505-5565 « WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or

discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our

sl 'caders are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia's Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing
SPeGeTUNITY - complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email — fair housing@dporvirginia.gov; web: www.fairhousingvipnet.org.
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A BERRY BIG WEEKEND, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

opportunities within the commu-
nity. During the event, she high-
lighted the foundation’s growing
portfolio of scholarships, which
already includes awards for stu-
dent artists and high school com-
munity contributors.

The crowning ceremony itself
reflected the warmth and humor of
a close-knit community. Hosted by
members of the Lincoln Commu-
nity League, the evening included
heartfelt thanks to organizers, vol-
unteers, and longtime supporters
who have helped shape the festi-
val’s growth.

Attendees gathered for photos,
conversation, and celebration—
underscoring the sense that this
was not just an event, but the con-
tinuation of a shared story.

That story will unfold further
this May when the festival returns
for its full weekend lineup, sched-
uled for May 15-17. Festivities will
kick off with the “Berry Import-
ant Person” Denim Gala, an eve-
ning of dinner and community
connection.

The weekend will then burst into
full flavor with strawberry-themed
competitions, including pie-
and ice-cream-eating contests,
live music, and family-friendly
activities.

Sunday’s highlights include a
pancake breakfast, a strawberry
toddler fashion show, and oppor-
tunities for visitors to pick their
own berries—an experience that
connects attendees directly to
the agricultural roots the festival
celebrates.

In just a few short years, the
Lincoln Strawberry Festival has
become more than a seasonal
attraction. It is a reflection of a
community investing in itself—
honoring tradition while creating
new pathways for growth. With
Cochran as its first ambassador
and the scholarship program, the
festival is poised to deepen its
impact even further.

For Lincoln and the surrounding
countryside, it seems the future is
looking bright—and just a little bit
sweeter. For more information go
to LincolnStrawberryFestival.com.

ASK DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

When they finally do talk, listen
more and lecture less.

¢ Celebrate the bright
spots. When they light up for a
Starbucks, Chick-fil-A, or Chipo-
tle run, or share a random joke,
pause what you’re doing if you
can. Those fleeting moments are
their invitations in.

Parenting a teenager is a wild,
exhausting, and beautiful ride—a
season of letting go while holding on
tight. You’re likely doing better than
you think. And even if they’d rather
die than admit it in public, you’re still
the most important person in their
world.

“Teenagers are like cats. They
come to you when they want atten-
tion, disappear when they don’t,
and secretly love you the whole
time.” — Anonymous

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr.
Mike,” is a clinical psychologist in
private practice. He can be reached at
703-723-2999, and is located at 44095
Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.

OPINION: WHAT HAPPENED TO THE KIDS,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

From Active to Sedentary

Childhood used to be physical. We rode
bikes, played pickup games, climbed
trees, and solved our own problems.
Parents didn’t script every moment or
hover over every decision. We learned
independence the old-fashioned way—
by falling down and getting back up.

Today, childhood is carefully man-
aged, scheduled, and sanitized. Kids
move from one tightly controlled activ-
ity to another, often with little room
for imagination or autonomy. “Play” is
increasingly digital, not physical. Inde-
pendence is replaced by constant super-
vision, and confidence too often gives
way to fragility. Even well-meaning
parents sometimes make things worse
from the sidelines.

The Collapse of Community

Equally troubling is the loss of com-
munity. A generation ago, most families
were anchored by shared institutions—
churches, civic groups, sports leagues, or
neighborhood traditions. These weren’t
just activities; they were character fac-
tories. Kids learned responsibility, team-
work, service, and leadership by showing
up and being accountable to others.

Over time, trust in these institutions
eroded. Scandals, lawsuits, and polar-
ization drove families inward. The vac-
uum didn’t stay empty for long. It was
filled by social media, video games, and
online “communities” that offer con-
nection without commitment. Kids are
more connected than ever—and lonelier
than ever. The places that once built
character now compete with Fortnite
lobbies and Snapchat threads.

The Digital Damage

Technology itself isn’t the villain, but
its grip on childhood is unprecedented.
Kids no longer gather at the park; they
gather online. Constant connection has
replaced presence.

The consequences are visible every-
where. Childhood obesity has surged.
Anxiety and depression are rising.
Teachers report shrinking attention
spans and increasing behavioral chal-
lenges. Today’s kids have unlimited
access to information—but information
alone doesn’t build wisdom, confidence,
or character.

What We’ve Lost

We’ve traded independence for super-
vision. Free play for screen time. Com-
munity for isolation. In the process,

we’ve stripped kids of the very tools
they need to thrive—confidence, resil-
ience, and belonging.

It’s not that kids have changed. It’s
the world we’ve handed them.

The Way Back

We don’t need to recreate the past—
but we do need to reclaim its best lessons.

That means strengthening, not
dismantling, institutions that teach
responsibility, service, and moral clar-
ity. It means giving kids room to roam,
to struggle, and to learn from their mis-
takes. It means choosing outdoor play
and real friendships over another hour
on a screen.

Most of all, it means remembering an
old truth we’ve allowed ourselves to for-
get: it takes a village to raise a child.

Kids raised by a wider community—
neighbors, coaches, mentors, and
peers—gain accountability, belong-
ing, and purpose. Shared responsibility
doesn’t just build stronger kids; it builds
healthier families and communities.

And we need to stop outsourcing
childhood.

We cannot hand it over to iPads,
Xboxes, or TikTok. We cannot expect
politicians or tech companies to fix
what we’ve broken. Raising kids isn’t

FIREMAN’S FIELD UPGRADES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

with the Canons owner, Brett Fuller last fall.”

Council Member Susan Khalil offered an
additional perspective in her post, stating,
“Never did the Mayor say that our Town Man-
ager secured the donation from EE Reed. He
gave credit to the Town Manager for opening
up communication with the Cannons, which
helped make the donation possible.

“Those posting criticism have not hesitated
to degrade our Town Manager at every turn, so
it is no surprise that they would not want to see
him receive credit for facilitating a valued town
partnership.”

Our readers support
local businesses.
Advertise with us. Email

for more information:
advertise@
blueridgeleader.com

the government’s job—it’s ours.

Every generation worries about the
next. But today’s kids aren’t weak by
nature. They’re growing up in an envi-
ronment that makes strength harder to
develop. If we don’t change that envi-
ronment, we’ll keep raising kids who are
more anxious, more dependent, and less
prepared for life.

The solution isn’t complicated. It’s
community. It’s discipline. It’s letting
kids be kids again—free to play, free to
fail, and free to grow.

Because if we don’t fix what we’ve
broken, we’ll hand the next generation
a future they’re not ready to carry.

Ken Falke is the founder of four award
winning companies, two for-profits

and two nonprofits. He is also a

21-year veteran of the US Navy Special
Operations Explosive Ordnance Disposal
community. Falke is currently the
chairman of Boulder Crest Foundation,
an organization focused on the teachings
of posttraumatic growth. He is also the
co-author of “Struggle Well: Thriving in
the Aftermath of Trauma” and the author
of “Lead Well: 10 Steps to Successful and
Sustainable Leadership.”
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Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bus]’logs
Blade S["larpcning & Maintenance
ol Changes | Grcasing[ Repairs

Sharl:) Blades

!
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!
540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

NORTH'S TREE
LANDSCAPING MA

Seasoned Experiehce
for Every Season

Decking « Driveways « Patios
Tree Work « Culvert Pipe Installation
&7  Brian North 540-533-8092
NorthTreeAndMasonry.com
BNorth1883@yahoo.com

Free Estimates — Licensed & Insured — Angie’s List Member — Member BBB

roinigt
‘ﬁ?mmd Coven

Northern Virginia’s top landscape material provider

MULCH

Pick Up or
Delivery

P

TOPSOIL =+ %

703-450-4758

www.vagroundcovers.com
21585 Cascades Pkwy, Sterling

MARY WISKER
REALTOR", ABR/SFR
Multi=Million Dllar Producer
Licensed in VA & 1D
508 E, Market 5t
Lecsburg WA 20176
Cell: 703-577-6015
Office: 703-777-2900
Mary Wiskerz LN F.com
woww Mary Wisker.oom

LONG &FOSTER ~ Forbes
B@

House Calls
Contracting LLC
From the
design stage of

LOUDOUN COUNTY
+ MILLING +

Feeding Loudoun County Ower 100 Years!
HAY:STRAW: FENCING

Bulk MulcheTop Soil  Sands « Gravels m
3. Landscaping Stone » Erosion Control N i
TARTER

Cubverts, etc.

540-338-7161 rowmcran

www.loudounmillingfeeds.com

remodeling, E m
or room addition, to
the finished product O
all in one company.

If you don’t like something we did, tell us.

If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898

www.HouseCallsContracting.com
HCCLLC2@gmail.com

Va. Class A License #2705170117 - Bonded, Insured

SPACE
AVAILABLE

Email for advertising info:
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Business and
Residential IT Support
and Emergency Services

PREMIER

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGIES

571-209-8250

nigel@premiercomputertechnologies.com

15 Years of IT Excellence

Erie
Insurance’

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto - Home - Business - Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 - Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

v &

No Job too Big or too Smn-ll, We Handle Them All!

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling « Deck Maintenance
Plumbing + Electrical « Tile « Drywall « Painting + Roofing « Snow Remaoval
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

e 540.683.0470

estvares  yourhandymanservicel@gmail.com & INSURED

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

= “Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding.
This guy is a hard worker and does it
right the first time.” Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

Licensed & Insured

EXCAVATING

We specialize in pond/lake installation & repair,
equestrian riding arenas, gravel road/driveway
installation & repair, land clearing, grading,

pad sites, basement dig outs, and more.

LOCAL | AWARD-WINNING | LICENSED | INSURED

AGILE EVENING STAR
HOME CARE

24/7 Home Care

SENIORS - SPECIAL NEEDS - DISABLED
Personalized Care For Your Needs

571-599-6570 ¢ Info@AestarHomeCare.com
AestarHomeCare.com

(703) 727-9826

Mark Malan

30 Years of Experience
(540) 751-8456 Licensed/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Experience the Difference

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up
www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

rUse Our Magic Cleaning TouchD

» Residential/Office o e
e Move-in/Move-out d 'VA\‘
/L R
e Organizing
C : R&D CLEANING
« Carpet cleaning SERVICE LLC

Excellent references! (703) 303-1364
Gouneous, reliable, certified, bonded and insured. )
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THE OWL SAYS..., CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

$20,000, Fauquier $17,000. Then,
Fairfax spends 82% of its bud-
get on instruction, compared to
Loudoun’s shameful 64%. Minerva
would conclude that Loudoun’s
school system is overfull of
bureaucrats and bloat.

Since schools consume 50% of
County tax revenues, we must
examine both LCPS and County
spending to understand that citi-
zens are sinking in fiscal quicksand.

Have fun, but have antacids
nearby.

The Owl

Minerva’s symbol is the owl.

(Hence, “wise as an owl.”) The bird
represented studious observation
and deep thought, but it remained
generally remained silent.

I guess I have failed the Owl Test
of reticence.

Charlie Houston and his wife live
on a small horse farm south of
Waterford. His interest in classical
mythology comes from his father,
who retired from a law career to
become a university Professor of the
Classics. Houston notes that classic
myths were tangible part of ancient
Hellenic life, which became the
foundation of western civilization.

TRADING CARDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

excitement while letting students
see and hear directly from the peo-
ple who grow their food right here
in Loudoun.”
This year’s lineup of farmers is
as diverse as the county itself:
» Farmer Brandon: Terra Farms
» Farmer Dave: Planetary Farms
» Farmer Eliza: Savanna Institute
« Farmer Elly: Pepper Goose
Farm
e Farmer John: Rock Croft Farm
» Farmers Katie and Corinne:
Beaux Reves Equestrian
e Farmer Lana: Wrens Rest
Gardens
» Farmers Naomi and Sydney:
Future Farmers of America
Elizabeth Frimpong of LCPS
School Nutrition Services said,
“School meals are a great opportu-
nity to educate beyond the cafete-
ria. Students are excited to collect
the cards, watch the videos, and
recognize the farmers who help
provide fresh, local food for our
community.”

The program goes beyond

fun—it’s a sneak peek into the
many paths a career in agriculture
can take. Some farmers come from
generations of farming families,
while others swapped different
careers to follow their passion for
growing food locally.

Chris Blosser of Loudoun Eco-
nomic  Development  added,
“Agriculture today is technolo-
gy-driven, entrepreneurial, and
deeply connected to sustainabil-
ity. By introducing students to
farmers with diverse backgrounds
and experiences, we’re planting
seeds early and showing kids there
are many ways to build a future in
agriculture right here in Loudoun.”

As a special bonus, this year’s
featured farmers will be recog-
nized during halftime of the April
25 Loudoun United FC match.
Fans can meet the farmers and
get autographs on their trading
cards—a home run for both stu-
dents and families.

For more about the farmers and
the program, visit LoudounFarmes.
org.

CONSULTANT OUTLINES,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

Council Member Kevin Wright
said the rates are not terrible
“especially when you look at the
other towns.” He added, “I hate to
say it, but the sooner we start col-
lecting what we are supposed to
be collecting—the better off we’re
going to be.”

CIPs and their associated costs
are inherently subject to change.

Long-term municipal estimates—
particularly over a 10-year hori-
zon—are not fixed and may evolve
due to shifting community needs,
regulatory changes, and advance-
ments in technology that could
reduce future costs.

The estimates for capital
improvement projects do not
factor in potential grant fund-
ing and are instead based on loan
financing.

POWER LINES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“The community has come together in
a way I don’t think Loudoun’s ever seen
before,” said Victor Block, Loudoun Val-
ley Estates HOA President, speaking at the
March 17 meeting. “Thousands of families,
people who have never attended a public
meeting, never written a public comment,
never spoken in public showed up.”

Before the public comment session on
March 17, Supervisor Koran Saines (D-Ster-
ling) reminded the SCC would make the
decision about the project, not the BOS.

“The Board has no authority to approve or
deny the project. That holds with the State
Corporation Commission,” Saines said. “All
of us on this dais continue to support under-
grounding transmission routes, as we have
from day one. Now [an undergrounding] bill
is in front of the governor. She has 30 days to
sign the bill, veto the bill, ... or make amend-
ments and edits and send it back to the Gen-
eral Assembly for more discussion.”

The bill Saines referred to is HB1487.
If signed, it will allow up to four qualify-
ing transmission line projects “to be con-
structed in whole or in part underground as
part of the pilot program for underground
transmission lines and to provide an expe-
dited review of any such application.”

Block thanked the Board for its support
and argued that the Dominion had con-
ducted itself improperly and had manip-
ulated the situation. Loudoun County
resident Madison Taggart agreed.

“As Dominion’s own records show, this
timeline has been manufactured. Jacob
Rosenberg, Dominion’s project lead, tes-
tified under oath that Golden to Mars was
‘the most complex segment’ of their entire
portfolio. He explained how that complexity
‘informed the order of operations,’” Taggart
said. “Translate that: Dominion knew this
segment was hard, and they filed it last on
purpose.”

Taggart said that Dominion had man-
ufactured a “crisis” that left the company
insufficient time to explore underground-
ing the lines. Taggart said that Dominion
could have filed earlier to have the project
approved and would have had more time to
conduct underground feasibility studies.

“Instead, they created artificial urgency by
filing last. Then, pointed to that urgency as
a reason to skip underground,” Taggart said.
“That’s not engineering; that’s a manufac-
tured crisis.”

Block urged the Board not to allow any
above ground power lines because it would
validate Dominion’s alleged manipulation.

“The way Dominion has conducted them-
selves throughout this process is wrong, and

this county cannot signal that that’s accept-
able. Not for this project, not for the next
one,” Block said.

Loudoun Valley Estates resident Bryan
Turner asked the Board to accept an ease-
ment that could help protect Loudoun Val-
ley Estates. Easements are created when an
individual gives someone else the right to
use their property in a defined way.

“Our community is prepared to do its
part. We will support the county by entering
into the necessary easements,” Turner said.
“We respectfully ask the board to move for-
ward with securing all eight easements and
ensure that Loudoun County, not outside
interests retain control over whether power
lines go underground or do not go in at all.”

Former Virginia Delegate Geary Higgins
urged the Board to construct a coherent
energy policy. He said if the BOS and the
state itself failed to adopt a coherent pol-
icy, they would deal with this same problem
“over and over again”.

“We don’t have a coherent energy policy.
As a result, we’ve been relying on renew-
ables, which has caused us to be the largest
state importing power in the nation at 40%,”
Higgins said. “All these wires that are being
strung all over the place are being strung to
bring power to Virginia because we don’t
generate our own power.”

In addition to speakers addressing the
transmission line project, multiple public
speakers at the March 17 meeting addressed
upcoming proposed policy changes to West-
ern Loudoun rural zoning policies.

Tia Earman spoke on behalf of the Pied-
mont Environmental Council about how
the upcoming changes might impact those
living on gravel roads. She said that the
changes might allow breweries to put unre-
alistic traffic burdens on gravel roads as
breweries will be allowed to host unlimited
events with unlimited guests.

Bridgette Smith of Loudoun County Win-
eries and Wine Growers Association encour-
aged the BOS to support the proposed
changes that would allow private parties and
events to be classified as an accessory use
for craft beverage businesses. This would
mean the events would not face limitations
provided they are consistent with Virginia’s
alcohol laws.

“Private parties and events are not a side
business for Loudoun’s craft beverage pro-
ducers. They’re essential to how we sell
wine,” Smith said. “Between 80 and 85%
of craft beverage businesses in Western
Loudoun have private events space for wed-
dings and corporate gatherings, and 60-65%
hold ticketed events.”

Loudoun County resident Nancy Deliso
agreed.
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Come see
us at the

Leesburg
Flower and
Garden
Festival

April 18-19
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Bluemont Resident
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Just Listed — Lovettsville

Sam worked for me on several
purchases and did exceptional
work. She’s client-orientated,
candid and has a great
upbeat personality.
-Charles, Paeonian Springs
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Just Sold - Leesburg
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On The Market...

For Sale- 43 Acres- Purcellville

Find your next furry family
member with the Humane
Society of Loudoun County!

¥

Adorable- Available- “Goose”

Curt Schabe}
REALTOR®

Round Hill Resident
Schabercurt@yahoo.com

Recently Sold - Haymarket

Sam & Curt are trusted
advisors, hard workers and very
straightforward. They have helped
us tremendously over the years.
-Shawn Halveland, Home Project
Connections, Waterford
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Coming Soon- Horse Property

On The Market Properties

KNOW THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE MARKET

On the Market Properties brings a people-first approach shaped by nearly 30 years of experience. Sam leads each client relationship with clarity and
steady guidance, helping clients feel informed, supported, and never rushed. Partnering with her brother, Curt, whose knack for country real estate and laser
focus on every detail, complements Sam’s leadership, guiding clients through every step. Their experience spans in-town historic homes, large farms,
vineyards, distinctive community residences, condos, and townhomes, supported by their personal team—including stager, personal organizer,
contractors, lenders, title professionals, and movers. They welcome your whole family, including dogs, horses, and cats!

703-408-4261

www.OnTheMarketLoudoun.com

DRERG On The Market Properties — Bluemont , VA & Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA




