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Rezoning riches, rural resistance

Plan defies land use goals, stirs concern
over water, traffic, and rural impact

BY VALERIE CURY

On July 29, the County Planning
Commission held a public hearing on
the Valley Commerce Center proposal
to rezone 117.07 acres at 17110 Pur-
cellville Road from JLMA-3 (residen-
tial) to PD-IP (industrial). The property,
owned by Chuck Kuhn (17110 Purcell-
ville Road, LLC), is currently zoned for
up to 39 homes. The applicant seeks
approval for up to 1,274,892 square feet
of industrial development and a zon-
ing modification to waive certain road,

water, and wastewater infrastructure
requirements.

County staff is not recommending
support of the rezoning to the Board of
Supervisors for approval, citing incon-
sistency with the Loudoun County 2019
General Plan. The staff report states
the proposal conflicts with the land use
guidance for the Purcellville Joint Land
Management Area’s Rural Neighbor-
hood Place Type and introduces devel-
opment patterns that do not align with
the plan’s policy recommendations.

The report further notes that the
impacts of a proposed industrial zon-
ing “are not adequately mitigated given
the immediate proximity to residential
uses.” It concludes that “the proposal to
develop the site with industrial uses is
not consistent with the Rural Neighbor-
hood Place Type.”

As part of the proposed zoning modi-
fication to remove the requirement that
industrial uses connect to public water,
the applicant seeks to use well water
instead. Given the scale of the proposed
development—over 1.27 million square
feet—staff notes it could impact water
availability for nearby areas that also
rely on wells. The development, staff
said, would be more appropriate within
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the Town of Purcellville.

Since 2015, the property has been
proposed for annexation into the Town
on two occasions, but different major-
ity Town Councils have voted against it.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Families appeal after students suspended inlocker room incident

BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

Two 16-year-old boys at Stone Bridge High School
were notified this month that they would face 10-day
suspensions after a Title IX investigation concluded
they were responsible for sexual harassment for com-
plaining about a transgender classmate in the boys’
locker room.

The incident, which happened on March 31 and was
partially recorded on the transgender student’s phone,

led the school district to notify the stu-
GOVERNMENT dents on Aug. 15 that their suspensions
would begin Aug. 25.

The boys’ attorney, Josh Hetzler of the Founding
Freedoms Law Center, said that one of the students has
since left the school division and that the family filed a

Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears

Title IX appeal of the suspension on Aug. 19. “If LCPS
again fails to do the right thing, we will have no choice
but to pursue swift legal action in the coming days,”
Hetzler said.

Hetzler, who is representing the boys along with
America First Legal, said the students “never used
slurs or hate speech or spoke directly to the trans stu-
dent.” Instead, he said, they expressed “confusion and
discomfort” to each other about the presence of their
classmate, whom Hetzler repeatedly referred to as a
“female student” during a news conference outside the
Ashburn school on Aug. 20.

Loudoun County Public Schools has declined to dis-
cussdiscipline specifics because federal student-privacy

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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"Right after meeting John, I Knew he was the perfect REALTOR® for me. My home wasn't
ready to be listed, so he worked with me to get it show-ready. My home was unique, off
the beaten path, and had a difficult, steep hill. John did an excellent job marketing it. He
is easygoing, friendly, and genuinely interested in what you, the homeowner, want. He's

also an excellent negotiator. | highly recommend John if you want to sell your home.”
JANIS, SELLER CLIENT

CALL JOHN. GET MORE
JOHN CONSTANT, ASSOCIATE BROKER

Licensed in VA | Tel. 703.585.6278
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GREENHOUSE & GARDEN CENTER

Celebrating 100 Years of Roots & Growth

Discover our fully revitalized greenhouse and
garden center experience, proudly offering
quality, organically-grown herbs, vegetables,

native flowers, trees and shrubs, including:

e QOver 100 varieties of trees and 200

varieties of shrubs ready for Fall planting

e 700+ varieties of perennials, countless
annuals

e A restored Virginia native greenhouse and
houseplant & tropical greenhouse for year-
round gardeners

¢ The Glassroom, a modern multimedia
classroom & event space crafted from an

upcycled, restored local greenhouse

The Cohservatory

September 26™ at 3:30 PM
A new Gift Shop & Cafe
for home, garden and you in our

exquisitely renovated historic greenhouse

Celebrate with us all weekend long!
Enjoy live local music, a scavenger hunt and raffle, family fun,
face painting & photos, special treats and coffee by Lola’s Coffee Cart.

abernethyspencer.com  (O) abernethyspencer (O lolascoffeecart
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Cochran shines as Miss
Teen Virginia at Miss
Teen International 2025

Montana Cochran, Miss Teen Vir-
ginia, represented the Commonwealth
at the Miss Teen International pageant
held in late July in Kingsport, Tennes-
see. The event brought together excep-

tional young women

COMMUNITY from across the globe,

each with a passion for

service and a platform close to their
hearts.

As part of the pageant’s community
outreach, Cochran and her fellow con-
testants spent a day with the Boys and
Girls Club of Kingsport. They donated
school supplies, enjoyed lunch with the
children, and painted crafts together—
creating lasting memories and empha-
sizing the importance of giving back.

The contestants also participated in a
vibrant Moroccan-themed photo shoot,
showcasing their creativity and cultural
appreciation. The competition featured
several judged -categories, including
personal interview, fitness wear, fun
fashion wear, and evening gown. Each
segment allowed contestants to demon-
strate their confidence, communication
skills, and personal style.

For those who advanced to the finals,
the pageant offered a powerful plat-
form segment to present their cause
and answer questions about their
advocacy.

Cochran was incredibly honored to
be named one of the top six finalists—a
moment she described as surreal. This
recognition gave her the opportunity
to share her platform, “Go Green for
Lyme,” on the national stage.

Wearing lime (Lyme) green in solidar-
ity with those affected, Cochran spoke
passionately about her personal journey
with chronic Lyme disease and her mis-
sion to raise awareness, promote pre-
vention, and advocate for a cure.

Her message resonated deeply with
the audience and judges alike. Standing

Business
Columnists

Community ....
Government
Letters & Opinion

on the national stage in Lyme (lime)
green was more than a moment, it was
a message. “Sharing my journey with
chronic Lyme disease wasn’t just about
my story but about giving a voice to so
many others still fighting. I am honored
to represent Virginia and to turn my
platform into purpose,” Cochran said.

Cochran’s reign as Miss Teen Virginia
will continue through next spring.
During this time, she will continue to
make public appearances and further
her advocacy work, focusing on Lyme
disease education and outreach. Her
dedication to this cause is rooted in her
own experience battling chronic Lyme
disease, making her efforts all the more
impactful and meaningful.

A native of western Loudoun County,
Montana is the daughter of Nancy Grif-
fith-Cochran and Allen Cochran of
historic Stone Eden Farm. She also par-
ticipates in her family’s annual sheep
drive every January—which is a cher-
ished tradition that reflects her strong
ties to her community and heritage.

This fall, Montana begins her studies
with the University of Alabama, pursu-
ing a degree in Communications.
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Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.

A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more!
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Empowering Non-Profits to
build a better community.

Bank of Clarke has a suite of solutions
created with the specific needs of
non-profit organizations in mind,
including banking, lending, and
wealth management.
We're the bank for that.

Learn More!

Member

CEWEER
BANKOFCLARKE.BANK

“A very bare bones
document”

Fraser, Nett appear
in court; legal
motions Sept. 4

BY VALERIE CURY

As of press time, a hearing is scheduled
for Sept. 4, during which legal counsel for
Purcellville Town Manager Kwasi Fraser
and Vice Mayor Ben Nett are expected
to file motions in their
respective cases. Both
men face two felony
counts each, including allegations of bid
rigging involving a government contract
and commercial fraud against the gov-
ernment. Additionally, Nett faces four
separate charges related to the unlawful
acquisition of identifying
information.

They were arrested on
July 23, after a grand jury .
returned six indictments
against Nett and two
against Fraser. The four
additional charges against
Nett allege that, during his
time as a town police offi-
cer, he used a law enforce-
ment database to obtain
personal data through
deceptive means, includ-
ing misrepresentation and
trickery.

Stafford County Commonwealth’s
Attorney Eric Olsen has been assigned
as the prosecutor on the cases instead
of Loudoun County Commonwealth’s
Attorney Bob Anderson.

After the brief hearing on July 28,
Charles King, Fraser’s attorney, stated
that he intends to request the unsealing
of the grand jury transcript. To date, the
transcript is not ready, and neither party
has been able to review the evidence
against them.

King said he is still reviewing the case
and described the charge as unusual. He
noted that he won’t fully understand the
allegations until discovery is provided by
Olsen. For now, he called the indictment
a “very bare bones document.” Fraser’s
current attorney is John Boneta.

GOVERNMENT

lemmgﬂ_ Il

Former State Senator Dick Black, who
represented the Town of Purcellville
during part of his long career first as
State Delegate and then State Senator,
attended the court hearing. After the
meeting he spoke with the press.

“This is the most outrageous case I've
seen in my life,” said Black. “To read
all of the publicity about it, you would
think this was about hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars. This boils down to a sin-
gle $12,000 petty contract”—a one-time
consulting contract to do a little study
about the police department to see if
there is an efficient way of doing things.

The designated budget range for the
contract was publicly posted at $12,000
on the town’s bid board section of its
website, where any qualified vendor
could see and apply for the contract

“You have to ask the question ‘Why

if all we’'re talking about is a $12,000
contract, about the size of replacing
your home air conditioner—why is there
state level action?” And it comes down
to this—for over a decade there has been
a desire on the part of land owners and
I am not critical of them—but they want
to annex property and they want that
property to be upzoned to have density
12 times what it is currently.”

“You're talking about hundreds of
millions of dollars at stake,” said Black.
“They can’t seem to talk the people
of Purcellville into voting their way.”
Black speculated that the effort might
be politically motivated, suggesting
the charges could be a tactic to remove
a town council member rather than a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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Cool in the summer
and warm in the winter

Fits perfectly in small
gardens, patios, or
other outdoor spaces

Great for muscle
recovery, stress
reduction, and low-
impact aerobics.

Transform your backyard into a private sanctuary with a Soake
Pool—an elegant, hand-tiled plunge pool that offers year-round
indulgence. Cool and refreshing on summer afternoons, warm
and soothing on crisp winter nights, it’s a timeless centerpiece
that blends effortlessly with your outdoor living space while
bringing the experience of a boutique spa right to your home.
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LCPS transgender bathroom policy remains
obstinate against federal government

BY GRACE BENNETT

On August 12, the Loudoun County
School Board assembled to discuss its
noncompliance with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education Office for Civil Rights

in order to determine
GOVERNMENT its next steps. The

result was a loss of over
$50 million in federal funding.

According to Policy 8040, the gen-
eralized policy addressing the rights
of transgender and gender-expansive
students, “Students shall be allowed
to use the facility that corresponds to
their consistently asserted gender iden-
tity. While some transgender students
will want that access, others may want
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alternatives that afford more privacy.
Taking into account existing school
facilities, administrators should take
steps to designate gender-inclusive or
single-user restrooms commensurate
with the size of the school.”

But these bathroom and locker room
policies do not sit well with all LCPS par-
ents—or the federal government’s law.

Public information officer Dan Adams
explained, “The OCR recently deter-
mined that such policies conflict with
its interpretation of Title IX, creating a
direct tension between federal agency
guidance and binding judicial author-
ity. As a result, they asked LCPS to sign
a proposed resolution agreement. After
consultation with the legal counsel, the
Board voted 6-3 not to comply with this
request due to the tension between the
OCR position and current law.”

The result of the continued disagree-
ment bore risks for Loudoun County’s
public schools. Deana Griffiths, a mem-
ber of the School Board for the Ash-
burn District, commented that “another
$50 million in federal funding is now
at risk—all to fight over bathroom and
locker room access for 0.01% of our
more than 80,000 students.”

She has called out LCPS’s decision as
“fiscally irresponsible” in the face of $30
million currently owed in federal fund-
ing and a decline of academic scores.

Parents and teachers of LCPS took
sides on the debate during the meeting.
With 78 speakers signed up to present,
the audience assembled to total over 75
in the crowd supporting Policy 8040 and
around 20 protesting.

An eighth-grade science teacher who
had taught at LCPS for 10 years stepped

up to the podium. “I’'m speaking to you
as an out-and-proud transgender man
advocating for the rights of my commu-
nity,” he said. “Policy 8040 is absolutely
crucial to safeguarding the wellbeing
of Loudoun’s transgender students ...
Respecting and using the student’s cho-
sen names and pronouns and allowing
them to use the bathroom they identify
with costs nothing, and yet it means
everything.”

“There’s no moral high ground for

teachers or parents who dehumanize
our students,” agreed speaker Brenda
Bengtson. “Courage is contagious.
Please fight for our LGBT students, pri-
vacy, and 8040.”

Speaker Candice Tuck added, “These
are children. They’re not idealogues.
They’re not indoctrination. They’re
trying to live a life—a life that, if any
of us were given that chance to be our
authentic selves, it would only make
us better, stronger, and happier. This
policy is not about ideology or politics.
It’s about protecting children. I know a
little boy that started Kindergarten as a
boy. He should finish his school without
being thrown into dangerous situations.
Please protect these kids.”

A recently retired teacher shared a
differing opinion. “Americans,
both liberal and conservative,
are waking up to the harms
of transgender ideology,” she
said. “I recognize you are trying
to do the right thing, but they
have structured their thinking
and decision-making to align
with the oppressor-or-op-
pressed paradigm ... With this
mindset, you feel justified by
telling other people to keep
their mouth shut, quash their

feelings, and be willing to change their
clothes in a locker room next to a stu-
dent they know is the opposite sex. That
is profound oppression.”

“Your ideology will not allow you to
end Policy 8040 or DEL” said speaker
Matt Malone. “The only trans policy you
don’t promote is transparency ... You
have oppressed the students and denied
parents their rights.”

Delegate Geary Higgins contributed
to the discussion with his own perspec-
tive. “Children have the right to their
privacy and safety, and parents have the
right to know what’s going on with their
children,” he said.

“Further, as a taxpayer, I'm absolutely
amazed that you could actively walk
away from as much as 100 million federal
dollars rather than comply with these
policies ... [This is] a decision to insist on
the most radical of social agendas at the
direct expense of the taxpayers.”

Jessica Smith, another parent speak-
ing against the policy, said, “The LCPS
commitment to every student is a feel-
good statement which is far from the
truth. It states, and I quote, ‘LCPS is a
place of trust and belonging. No child
should feel unsafe at school. No family
should fear sending their child to learn.
Our responsibility is to educate and sup-
port every student to the fullest extent
possible, and we take that seriously. At
the core of LCPS is a belief in the dignity

2

and worth of every person.

She went on to say, “The only way to
come close to meeting this statement
is to abolish Policy 8040 and comply with
Title IX. You're in violation. You’ve been in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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and the role

In any healthy community, the
free exchange of ideas is not just a
right—it is essential. Disagreement is
natural, and even nec-
essary. But when that
disagreement crosses
the line into coordinated efforts to
intimidate or silence, something
vital is lost.

Recently, several local businesses
were contacted and urged to stop
advertising with this publication—
not because of unethical conduct,
but simply because the callers dis-
agreed with what is being printed.
These kinds of pressure tactics aim
not to engage, but to suppress.

We remain committed to strong
and responsible journalism. Our
reporting is rooted in fact, informed
by context, and guided by pro-
fessional standards. We distin-
guish between news coverage and

OPINION

— View from the Ridge —
On principles, pressure,

of a free press

commentary, and we approach each
story with the goal of informing the
public— not swaying opinion. Cover-
ing complex local issues—including
growth, governance, and fiscal pol-
icy—sometimes means presenting
facts that challenge strongly held
positions. That’s part of honest jour-
nalism, and we don’t shy away from it.

Efforts to punish businesses for
supporting the free press do not
strengthen our community. They
shrink the public square, discourage
open dialogue, and ultimately do a
disservice to everyone— no matter
where they stand.

The path forward is not to silence
voices we dislike, but to add our
own—thoughtfully, honestly, and
with respect. That is the kind of
community worth building. And that
is the kind of journalism we remain
committed to providing.

What Exactly Do

You Think

‘Parental Rights’ Means?

BY DELEGATE GEARY HIGGINS

You’ve probably heard the phrase
“parental rights” a lot lately. Maybe
you’ve even seen it dis-
missed by pundits, the
school board, or activists
as some kind of dog whistle. But here’s
the truth: there’s nothing extreme
about believing that moms and dads—
not bureaucrats, not activists, and cer-
tainly not politicians—should be the
ones raising their own children.

Because here’s what it really means

OPINION

MILLWARK g3

“Yoor witindow and Door S -ocialist”™

10 S. Greenway Ave
Boyce, VA 22620

540.837.9351

when we say parental rights:

It means parents should be told—
before, not after—the school starts
calling their child by a different name,
different pronouns, and treating them
as the opposite sex.

It means parents have a right to
know what books are being assigned,
what lessons are being taught, and
whether ideology is being smuggled in
under the banner of “diversity.”

It means parents should decide if and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »
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Effective Policing, Not Profiling

BY FRANK HOLTZ, CHAIRMAN,
LOUDOUN COUNTY CRIME COMMISSION

In recent weeks we have witnessed
a reckless effort by anti-public safety
activists to undermine the outstand-
ing work of Sheriff Chapman and our
Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO)
in keeping Loudoun the
safest locality in the metro
Washington area—and
one of the safest major counties in the
nation.

First, anti-public safety activists dis-
tort what the LCSO is doing with ICE.

OPINION

The LCSO does not participate in
ICE enforcement activities, nor are any
county taxpayer resources being used
to assist ICE in our community. Sher-
iff Chapman has repeatedly made clear
that the only involvement the LCSO has
with ICE is with respect to persons taken
into custody for a criminal offense unre-
lated to immigration.

Deputies have no idea what a person’s
immigration status is until they have
been arrested on unrelated charges and
taken to the Adult Detention Center

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

Wrong location for a
commercial kennel

Dear Editor:

We write as concerned, longtime
homeowners living near 19211 Silcott
Springs Road in Purcell-
ville, which is the subject
of a pending Special Excep-
tion LEGI-2024-0014, SPEX 2024-0028

LETTER

request to operate a 15-dog daycare and
kennel 24/7.

We oppose this special exception. Our
neighborhood is not composed of large
agricultural parcels but rather a rural
residential community of approximately
5-acre lots. A 24/7 commercial ken-
nel housing 15 dogs is fundamentally
incompatible with the character, scale,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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The Last Flower of Fall

BY CHARLIE HOUSTON

Those words popped into my head
one morning with a poetic ring—love,
death, autumn’s crisp days, tender-
ness. They seemed rich
with meaning. Maybe
they could even make me
rich and famous. I tried turning them
into a song, scribbling stanzas without
music to guide me. My wife said that
couldn’t work. A songwriting specialist
in Brooklyn agreed: “Nice title, Charlie,
but it’s poetry, not a song.”

I sent the piece to a poetry magazine.
Rejected again: “Does not fit our pro-
gram.” Still unwilling to quit, I thought,
Why not start an op-ed with it? So here
we are at the onset of autumn.

OPINION

Candy from the Board

For years, most data center rezoning
requests came with a “SPEX”—a Spe-
cial Exception. A SPEX allows develop-
ers to exceed base density rules. A data
center’s base density is 0.6. On a twen-
ty-acre lot, that equals 522,720 square
feet of building. With a SPEX bump-
ing density to 0.9, the building grows
to 784,080 square feet—an enormous
freebie to a problematic industry.

Base densities exist for a reason:
they reflect Loudoun’s Comprehensive
Plan and its Zoning Ordinance. SPEXs,
in theory, give the Board of Supervisors

discretion to allow uses that might
“harm public health, safety, or welfare”
or to adjust development standards,
e.g., density. In practice, purpose num-
ber one is ignored, while purpose num-
ber two gets rubber-stamped for every
slick developer who asks.

It’s not corruption so much as weak-
ness. Developer’s sweet talk replaces
scrutiny. If someone tallied all the
extra building area granted by SPEXs,
the number would likely top ten mil-
lion square feet. When elections come,
voters should remember who handed
out all that candy.

Acronyms

The federal government loves acro-
nyms: DOD, CIA, HUD, FBI. The mil-
itary, especially, thrives on them. In
World War II, Admiral Nimitz was
CINCPAC—Commander in  Chief,
Pacific. Below him was COMPACFLT
(Commander, Pacific Fleet), then COM-
NAVSURFPAC (Commander, Pacific
Surface Forces) and COMNAVAIRPAC
(Pacific Air Forces). Acronyms save
time in speech and writing. They also
create a closed fraternity of initiates.

Hand acronyms to bureaucrats and
they turn goofy. Take Loudoun’s “Emer-
ald Ribbons”—a visionary trail project
named by citizens. County renamed it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

Don’t let affordable
health insurance
slip away

Dear Editor:

If Congress doesn’t act soon to extend
federal health care tax credits, 350,000
Virginians could lose access
to affordable health insur-
ance. That includes the
hardworking individuals who power our
small businesses, whether they provide
child care, repair our vehicles, or keep
our homes clean.

I’'m the President and CEO of You’ve
Got Maids NoVa, a locally owned clean-
ing company based in Loudoun County.
I also serve on the Board of StoneSprings
Hospital Center and am an active

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

LETTER

Don’t look up

Dear Editor:

That’s the name of a 2021 Sci-Fi
movie where two insignificant astrono-
mers spot a comet on a trajectory to hit
the Earth. No one believes them until
the threat becomes real. I feel I am in
a similar movie right here in Loudoun
County. I am not talking
about a comet hitting the
Earth but, a natural haz-
ard of a lesser nature, which never the
less has the potential of causing loss of
life and/or severe damage to vehicles.

As of Aug. 30, 2025, there is a large
branch suspended about 25 ft. over a
roadway, Lincoln Rd., which is ready
to come down and damage or kill any-
body or anything it falls on. You can
see it for yourself, on the right side of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

LETTER

NEW CUSTOM DECKS,

o e S e i
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e Trusted name in loudoun since 1998
e Small company, attention to details

e Quality materials and craftsmanship

e Fully licensed & insured

e Competitive pricing, one job at a time
° \We do HOA and county permits

e Thousands of local references

e Owner operator, no sub crews

e Call Mike today for FREE ESTIMATE

REPAIRS & RENEW

DECKS « PORCHES » GAZEBOS
FREE ESTIMATES

703-723-7676

www.virginiadeckandpatio.com
virginiadeck@yahoo.com

e DRIP

:—'

* SOLUTION =

$59

e LEAK

e CLOG

Water Heater FIush
& Safety Inspection

*Extra charges apply to tankless

20280 m

“One of the best companies |
have used. Their techs are
professional, punctual, and
highly skilled in their roles. We
have used them for a number of
jobs, and they always go above
and beyond.”

APPLETON ;Q]CAMPBELL

8 U
f * "f,.

{2
PLUMBING ¢ HEATING

bmn%g

AIR CONDITIONING * ELECTRICAL 4 Guawanteeq p
Built on Trust Since 1976 e ol

571.206.0176

appletoncampbell.com
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.\ HALL FUNERAL HOME

S W,
\ it Frnerat Hime) ~ OF PURCELLVILLE

Est. 1895

Serving the Community Since 1895

“Providing Memorable Tributes With Compassionate Care”

= Military Funeral Services, For Both
Service Members And Their Dependents
= Ship Out

* Pre Amangements * Monuments
= Burial & Cremation Services
= Memorial Service & Family Gathering

140 SOUTH NURSERY AVENUE = PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA

540-338-5561 wwwHallFH.com

Veterans
Land Rescue

WE’LL MAKE IT
DISAPPEAR!

Fall & Winter Burn Pile Service

Brush, logs, and storm

debris—gone in a safe,
controlled burn.

‘#'\'ii\\“_

www.veteranslic.us

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth:
Blue Ridge Mountain Road (Revisited)

BY TIM JON

I had made the decision in all inno-
cence: “It’ll be kinda fun to drive this
stretch on a misty, foggy morning.”
Right.

In the 10 years or more that had
passed since I'd been on top of ‘the
Mountain’ under these conditions, I had
blissfully forgotten just how limited the
visibility could be. Lim-
ited?! After I’d left Route
50—John Mosby High-
way—and started the real
climb on Route 601—
Blue Ridge Mountain
Road—with hairpin turns
that call for crawling speeds anyway—I
started wishing I’d just headed back to
Leesburg along more ‘pedestrian’ paths,
and it was right about then I discovered
I couldn’t see whatever driveways I was
passing, in which I may have been able
to reverse course.

At 15 to 20 miles an hour, I didn’t trust
myselfto select a turn-around spot. This
was unheard-of, at least to my ears. So
I continued, knowing I had something
like a dozen miles (like this) to go, until
I’d reach the relative security of Route
Seven — Harry Byrd Highway.

This all started with a simple photo
session in the nearby village of Paris
(Virginia, not France or Texas); this lit-
tle hamlet lies nestled on the shoulder
of the Blue Ridge, much like Bluemont
just to the northwest. I knew the drive

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

Boredom: The hidden ingredient
to raising resilient kids

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

As a psychologist—and a parent—I
often reflect on the childhood rhythms
of the 1980s. Back then, free after-
noons meant roaming the neighbor-
hood on bikes, playing pick-up games
in the yard, or having
adventures with friends,
all with minimal adult
supervision. With only
a handful of TV chan-
nels and classic toys like
Rubik’s Cubes and Lite-
Brite at our fingertips,
our play was open-ended
and imaginative.

Sure, there were arcades and new
technologies like home computers
and video game consoles were making
their debut, but most of our days were
spent offline, guided by curiosity and

Ask Dr. Mike

creativity rather than scheduled activ-
ities or screens. We were expected to
manage our own boredom—a skill that
seems elusive for many kids today.

Boredom, while often uncomfort-
able, is one of the most valuable gifts
we can give our children. It’s a natu-
ral—and essential—part of growing up.
When children experience boredom,
their brains are released from the con-
stant tug of external stimulation, open-
ing the door to mind-wandering. This
is the space where creativity blooms,
problem-solving skills develop, and
self-discovery begins.

Left to their own devices (and I don’t
mean tablets), kids invent new games,
stories, or projects. They learn to plan,
cope with frustration, and tolerate dis-
comfort—all skills vital for tackling

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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FINANCIAL FOCUS®

SUBMITTED BY JOSHUA WOLINSKI, EDWARD JONES
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

If you own a business, you’ve prob-
ably spent countless hours thinking
about how to grow it, manage daily
operations and serve your customers.

But have you thought
about how you’ll even-
tually step away from it?
While it might seem pre-
mature, planning your
successful exit from your
business is one of the
smartest moves you can
make as an owner.

The reality is that most business own-
ers have 80% to 90% of their net worth
tied up in their companies, according
to the Exit Planning Institute. That’s
a significant investment that deserves
careful planning to protect. Unfortu-
nately, 70% to 80% of businesses put
on the market don’t sell, and about
half of all business exits are involun-
tary due to unexpected circumstances
like health issues, family emergencies

management disputes or economic
downturns.

Exit planning is more than prepar-
ing for retirement. It’s taking control of
your future and ensuring you can tran-
sition away from your business when
and how you choose. You can start with
the end in mind - a proactive approach
that can inform your current business
decisions and help increase your com-
pany’s value and marketability.

Begin by articulating your personal
goals for both the transaction and your
life afterward. Maybe you want to sell
only a portion of your business, stay on
as a paid consultant or use the proceeds
to start your next venture. Understand-
ing your vision helps shape everything
else.

Youw’ll want to calculate how much
money you’ll need to fund your desired
retirement lifestyle, accounting for
expenses that may be currently covered
by the business, like your cellphone,
vehicles, travel and health care. Don’t
forget about your legacy goals too

— what you want to leave for your fam-
ily or charitable causes.

Getting started requires building a
strong professional team. At the cen-
ter should be a financial advisor who
can help you through the planning,
execution and post-sale phases. You’ll
likely also need a tax professional,
legal advisor, commercial banker and
business valuation expert. Depending
on your exit strategy, you might later
add specialists like business brokers,
investment bankers or employee stock
ownership plan advisors.

Understanding your business’s cur-
rent value is crucial. It’s a good idea to
get a calculation of value at least three
to five years before your planned exit.
This isn’t as formal or expensive as a
qualified appraisal, but it gives you a
realistic range of what your business
might be worth.

This step may reveal a gap between
what you need financially and what your
business could sell for. If so,don’t panic.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »

LAWN AND
Planning your business exit: Start with the end inmind | fjj|M nsc APE
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650+

Fall Maintenance is Cheaper Than Winter Damage!
Book. a FREE Exterioe Check-up TODAY and SAVE/

$1,005 OFF*
Full Roof
Replacement

*Minimum project $9900. Promotional offers
cannot be combined. Sale ends 9/30/25.

 ROOFING
- SIDING
- WINDOWS

* REPAIRS
 DOORS
* GUTTERS

R O O F

Trusted Since 1984
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ORBCOMM celebrates new Sterling headquarters

BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

With a packed crowd of state officials,
county leaders,and ORBCOMM employ-
ees on hand, Gov. Glenn
Youngkin, Assistant
Director Colleen Curtis
of the Loudoun County
Department of Economic Development,
and Secretary of Commerce and Trade
Juan Pablo Segura joined CEO Sameer
Agrawal to cut the ribbon on ORB-
COMM’s new global headquarters in
Sterling on Aug. 14.

The move represents a $3 million
investment in Loudoun County and is
expected to create at least 51 new jobs,
according to the governor’s office. The
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors
also approved a $100,000 Commercial
Business Incentive Fund cash grant to
support the relocation.

Youngkin praised the decision as a
show of confidence in Virginia’s econ-
omy. “We are celebrating a company
that is committing to be in Virginia and
to hire,” Youngkin said. “I want to thank
you, Sameer, and your entire team for

BUSINESS

]
",

ITS

understanding what Virginia has to
offer, to give us a chance to bring you
to Loudoun County—but most impor-
tantly, for trusting us. Because this is
a moment of trusting the company’s
future, and ORBCOMM has said we
believe in Virginia, and so we believe in
you.”

The governor framed ORBCOMM’s
move as evidence Virginia’s economic
strategy is delivering: “Virginia is proud
to welcome ORBCOMM’s global head-
quarters to Virginia. This decision high-
lights our commitment to innovation,
workforce development, and creating

g i 1 : ,.’,'

LOUDOUN
VIRGIMIA

an environment where advanced indus-
tries can thrive.”

Secretary of Commerce and Trade
Juan Pablo Segura echoed Youngkin’s
enthusiasm, describing Virginia as a
state on the rise. “Virginia is going
through a business renaissance under

Governor  Youngkin’s  leadership,”
Segura said, pointing to more than
200,000 job openings created in the past
few years with “60,000 more coming.”
“Northern Virginia continues to be
a magnet for cutting-edge technol-
ogy and innovation. Their decision to
expand operations and invest in a larger

o
",

ALMOST THE BEST TIME OF THE YEAR

office space reflects the strength of our
highly skilled workforce and the strate-
gic advantages Virginia offers,” Segura
said.

For CEO Sameer Agrawal, the deci-
sion to bring ORBCOMM’s headquar-
ters to Sterling was both strategic and
personal. “Loudoun County for us was
a very obvious choice,” he said. “It is at
the heart of technical innovation with
the industries we have around us; the
talent, the infrastructure, the commu-
nity support, so thank you.”

He emphasized the role of Loudoun’s
workforce and community culture in
the company’s decision, even point-
ing to the county’s Economic Devel-
opment Department inviting his team
to a Loudoun United soccer match as a
meaningful gesture that sealed the deal.

Agrawal also explained that one of
ORBCOMM’s next big steps is apply-
ing its technology toward public safety,
including a $500,000 investment to
bolster container tracking and com-
bat smuggling. “One of the big things

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

Let Us Help Host Your Holiday T’arfy

TUSCARORA MILL

PARTIES UP TO 50

&

BIRKBY HOUSE
PARTIES UP TO 180

HELLO@TUSKIES.COM
INFO@BIRKBYHOUSE.COM

Vou
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Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging

Creating =
Moments of . J

Presented by Jolene Brackey

Wednesday, October 15
9:00am-2:00pm
Area Agency on Aging e 742 Miller Drive SE, Leesburg

Discover how to transform daily challenges into joyful experiences with
insights from Jolene Brackey, the celebrated author of
Creating Moments of Joy Along the Alzheimer’s Journey.

Event Timeline

9:00am Check-In & Coffee
9:30am Keynote and Q&A
11:30am Lunch (complimentary lunch provided)
12:00pm-12:45pm Caregiving and Dementia Resources
1:00-2:00pm Memory Enhanced Activities, Bathing & Care Advice
2:00pm Complimentary Book Distribution & Signing

This is a free event, but registration is required.
For more information or to register, please call 571-439-9776,

email AAAsupport@loudoun.gov or scan the QR Code.

LOUDOUN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES
%) If wou require a reasonable accommodation for any type of disability or need language assistance to

participate, please contact presaccess@loudoun.gov, 703-777-0343, TTY-711, At least three business days
iy of advance notice is requested; some accommodations may require more than three days of notice.
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Loudoun Valley High School’s
football team prepares for
another stunning season

BY GRACE BENNETT

As school doors reopen and students dust off their
sport jerseys, Loudoun Valley High School is already
well under way to capturing a victorious season for
their football teams. During the summer, they have
been preparing through weight rooms, field work,
and classrooms, and they have every intention of
maintaining their three-year streak of winning

Come visit our beautiful new showroom
at 280 Shepherdstown Court
in downtown Purcellville.

The largest warehouse of any event rental
company in Loudoun County.

Use our unmatched experience to help
plan your next wedding, corporate event,
or backyard barbecue.

Family owned and operated
for the last 48 years.

brookerentalcenter.com

O (703) 777-9393 @ @BrookeRental

records at all levels.

Even the off-sea-
son featured multiple
broken records in the
weight room. Head foot-
ball coach David Bishop
proclaimed that they
“expect to do the same
on the field this season.”

Bishop explained what
sets the Valley Vikings
apart. “We are by far the
smallest high school in

the county,” he said,
“and yet we have 100-
plus players in the pro-
gram. Only 3-4 schools
in the county can say
that. We have devel-
oped a culture and fam-
ily atmosphere. The
players take pride in
being a Valley Viking.”

And preparing the
school’s teams is no
small task. Loudoun
Valley High School

has three different levels of football—
freshman, junior varsity, and varsity—
and cycles through several important
district and major rivalry games each
season.

“We truly do our best as a coaching
staff to develop all of our players from
seniors to freshmen,” said Bishop. “We
honor our seniors every season with a
banquet before the last home game ...
and honor them again at our last home
game along with their parents.”

Bishop identified the district games as
against Tuscarora, Heritage, Rock Ridge,
and Dominion. Major rivalries include
County and Woodgrove.

And the students have been working
just as hard as their coach to get ready
to face off against their opponents.

I

 Ethan La Follette
|_LvHs |

Iron Viking Chris Toral;zo

Already, Bishop has been able to rec-
ognize off-season leaders, drawing par-
ticular notice to Mack Gaffney, Jolyon
White, Isaiah Rice, and Aiden Oliver.

The Loudoun Valley Vikings are no
small threat to the county’s other high
school football teams. Their distinct
approach to training and their tight-
knit culture will make them quite the
force to be reckoned with.

“Our theme for 2025 is to ‘Be Dif-
ferent,” announced Bishop. “If they
want to accomplish more than previous
teams, we have to be different. Prepare
different, practice different, do things
different. The boys have put in the work
... but now need to come together as a
team.”
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Purcellville Tag Sale almost sold out—register now

The countdown is on for
one of the region’s most
anticipated fall event. The
22nd Annual Purcellville
Tag Sale returns rain or
shine on Saturday, Oct.
11, transforming the town
into a pop-up paradise for
bargain hunters, collec-
tors, and shoppers from
across the area.

With vendor spaces
already 80% sold, now is
the time to lock in your
spot before it’s too late.
Registration closes Monday, Sept. 22.
Visit  PurcellvilleVaTagSale.com to
register.

“There’s something magical about
seeing the entire town come together
like this,” said Silas Redd, event orga-
nizer and owner of Nostalgia Boutique
and Mister on Main. “Whether you’re
a seasoned collector, a DIY enthusi-
ast, or just out for a good time, there’s
always something unexpected to

discover—and take home.”

From 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct.11, shoppers can explore vendor
locations, including yard sales, sidewalk
setups, small businesses, and pop-up
markets. Expect to find everything from
vintage treasures and antiques to hand-
crafted goods, collectibles, fall décor,
and unique gifts.

Calling All Local Businesses

This is more than just a tag sale—it’s

a town-wide celebra-
tion. Local businesses are
encouraged to sign up and
participate. It’s a great way
to attract foot traffic, show-
case your shop, and con-
nect with new customers.

In late September, a pro-
motional push will high-
light special deals and
in-store sales planned by
local merchants, so sign up
now to be included.

“Hosting the Tag Sale
each year is one of my
favorite things,” Redd added. “It’s not
just about finding great deals—it’s
about the connections. This event
brings out the best of Purcellville, our
small-town charm, our thriving local
businesses, and the amazing people
who call this place home.”

Vendor Perks

The first 40 registrants will be fea-
tured on the printed event map.

Vendor spots are selling out—only
20% remain.

All participants are listed online and
included in promotional materials.

Become a Sponsor

Want to show your support for Pur-
cellville’s biggest community event?
Sponsorship opportunities are still
available. Sponsors receive name rec-
ognition, exposure, and the satisfaction
of supporting a homegrown tradition.

“Our sponsors are true community
partners who help make the Tag Sale
possible year after year,” said Redd.
“It’s more than just a one-day sale—it’s
a real boost to our local economy. Visi-
tors discover our shops and restaurants,
and many come back throughout the
season.”

Don’t miss your chance to be part of
something special. Register now at Pur-
cellvilleVaTagSale.com. For questions
or sponsorship info, text Silas at 540-
751-8252 or email ShopAtNostalgia@
gmail.com.

PET SUPPLIES PLUS.

Locally Owned and Operated

Self-Service Pet Wash 5 for $30

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville

/-

Full-Service Grooming

120 Purcellville Gateway Dr. | 540.299.7959 | Mon-Sat: 9-9 « Sun: 10-6

[ O
=

1 Hour Curbside Pickup

Happy Labor
Day!

= [T

Free Delivery (order > $35 before 1pm)
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OLD DOMINION

KITCHEN DESIGN

(540) 338-6338

WUOETAREGR
pemrem e 194 N 21st St., Purcellville

A

'T0 PIE JOR

Sept 27 Hidden Brook Winery
Oct 10 & Nov 1 Casanel Winery
Oct 16 & 30 The Branch
Oct 25 Hillshorough Winery
MNov 9 C'est Bon by Savoir Fare
Nov 15 Firefly Winery
+ more locations across Loudoun County

Reservations required
www.StageCoachTC.com Tickets
571-477-9444

o VRehA
o
T ( LOVERS

Q SHOP LOCAL

AFFORDABLE
Expert Tree & Stump Removal

s’ HOA'Maintenance s Irimming
silreePlanting ssCrowhing
siLotiClearing s BulkiMuich
siStorm Damage Delivery,
SEPruning| S5

703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com

JohnQueirolot@gmail.com Licensed & Insured

Member Angie’s List & BBB

STRESSING ABOUT

MEDICARE?

Well, stress no more.

| make Medicare sign-up and

- annual review EASY. And, my
service is FREE. | guide you

through the Medicare process:

Part D
RX
Drugs

Part C
Medicare
Advantage,

Part B
Doctor
Visits

Part A
Hospital
Stays

Call me. I'm here to help make
Medicare as easy as possible.

-

bbb

703-930-5705 jeff@mpgroup.org

EXCAVATING

Land Clearing & Grading
Equestrian Riding Arenas

Pond Installation & Repair
Gravel Driveways & Roads
Basement Excavation

703-443-0039 LuckettsExcavating.com

Email advertise@blueridgeleader.com
for advertising information.
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Scott Pultz
703-727-5442

L E E S B u R G decksbyscott@gmail.com

—— DECKS E PORCHES —— 35571 Suffolk Ln, Purcellville
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on “Excellence In Real Estate”
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Kachy Shipley
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Our Readers W
Local Businesses

Put your business
in front of local readers.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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Purcellville
Electric LL.C

Over 40 Years of Experience
RESIDENTIAL

-l
=®
a—

COMMERCIAL

540-338-2424

www.PurcellvilleElectric.com

NOW HIRING

COlIcoran

MCENEARNEY
Middleburg Real Estate »%

Call Marcy for your
Real Estate needs

Full-Time, Local
Experience since 1993

o LN
CANTA
Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WV

540-533-7453

www.MarcyC.com ¢ MarcyC@MarcyC.com
Facebook@MarcyCantatore ¢ Instagram@MarcyCSells

Targeting
Loudoun County?
Advertise here.

Email for more info:
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Q SHOP LOCAL

Bring the Kids in for a

Back to-School

When You Need A Great Burger...

You Need MELT!

525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176
(703)443-2105
; - we won
best
burge er

OnThe
Market
Properties

Email advertise@blueridgeleader.com
for advertising information.

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!
m,. On The Market with Sam

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®
Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarkeththsam@gmazl com

onthemarketloudoun.com Be

Coad P

What's for Dinner?

Delicious, chef-prepared dinners
available for convenient pickup at
C'est Bon by Savoir Fare
Wednesday-Saturday
4-7pm
Family meals, gluten-free, nut-free,
vegetarian & vegan options available.

Be sure to ask about weekly specials
& housemade desserts!

Call 540-338-8300 to
place your dinner order!

i 6 W loudoun St
if Round Hill

[x] (540)338-8300
cestbonbysavoirfare.com

N\l [nsurance’

Above all in SERyICE™

Auto - Home - Business - Life

Call us for a quote today.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA

nikki@englundinsurance.com
540-338-1130

é PIANO LESSONS

/ children & adults
CLASSICAL METHOD

\
Alan Ogden

Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice
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White coat ceremony celebrates LCPS Health Academy Students

Briar Woods and Tuscarora High Schools celebrated
the start of the 2025-2026 school year Health and
Medical Sciences academies with a white coat cere-
mony on Aug. 18. The event, held at Tuscarora High
School, honored the coating of 134 students.

“We are living in a time when healthcare is chang-
ing faster than we can imagine,”
said LCPS superintendent Dr. Aaron
Spence. “These changes are exciting—
but they also require professionals who are adaptable,
lifelong learners, and are committed to improving peo-
ple’s health and lives. That’s why this program matters
so much, and we are grateful to our community part-
ners who are helping to open pathways to careers in
these fields for our students.”

Funding partners include the Claude Moore Chari-
table Foundation, the Loudoun Education Foundation,
and Inova Health System.

The white coat ceremony marks the beginning of a
significant journey for students entering the four-year
HAMSci program, which is designed to prepare them
for future careers in health care. The presentation
of white coats serves as a visual symbol of students’

COMMUNITY

readiness to meet the rigorous
requirements of the program.

It also signifies their commit-
ment to demonstrating proficiency
in health literacy—understanding
and using information and services
to make informed health-related
decisions for themselves and oth-
ers. This milestone paves the way
for further postsecondary educa-
tion or professional roles in the
healthcare field.

“Claude Moore is pleased that so
many young people are taking on
this challenging but rewarding program that can lead
to a meaningful career in healthcare,” said Dr. William
H. Hazel, CEO of Claude Moore Opportunities.

“This white coating ceremony is a wonderful way to
mark the beginning of their journey, and an important
reminder of the supportive network these students can
lean on throughout their time in the program. We are
grateful to partner with Loudon County Public Schools
to provide this opportunity for career exploration,

training, and education,” said Hazel.

HAMSci connects students’ interests with workforce
needs. The academy is a unique program designed to
prepare students for careers in the rapidly evolving
fields of health and medical sciences. Its goal is to
provide health science literacy, develop critical think-
ing skills, and offer opportunities for students to be
well-prepared for in-demand healthcare careers, with
the possibility of earning industry credentials.

Residents encouraged to check
for recalls after e-bike fire in

Leesburg

The Loudoun County Fire and Res-
cue Fire Marshal’s Office is encourag-
ing community members with electric
bikes (e-bike) to check their specific
model for safety recalls after one res-
ident was burned following an e-bike
fire earlier this week. If your specific
product is affected by
a current recall, stop
using the recalled item
immediately, move the item outside,
and follow the directions within the
recall.

LCFR units from Leesburg, Dulles
South, and Lansdowne were dispatched
to a reported explosion of an e-bike
battery in the 1200 block of Cannon
Court NE at approximately 3:53 a.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 27.

Crews arrived on scene and located
an e-bike on fire in the driveway of the
home. The investigation determined
the resident woke up and discovered
their e-bike on fire in the living room,
filling the house with smoke. The resi-
dent then carried the bike outside, sus-
taining burn injuries, where the bike
continued to burn, ultimately catching

COMMUNITY

the tires on fire, as well as items inside
the home that were stored next to the
e-bike.

The LCFR FMO investigation deter-
mined the fire was accidental, due to
a failure within the battery. Two res-
idents and one dog were displaced.
Damages are estimated at $10,000.
The resident who was burned declined
medical treatment.

E-bikes and e-scooters have grown
in popularity over the last few years.
While they provide a great alternative
to getting around, community members
should be aware of the risks associated
with the lithium-ion batteries used to
power them. If not used correctly, or if
damaged, these batteries can catch on
fire or explode. Keep these safety tips in
mind from the National Fire Protection
Association when charging or storing
these devices.

Only purchase and use devices, bat-
teries, and charging equipment that are
listed by a nationally recognized test-
ing lab and labeled accordingly.

Always follow the instructions from

the manufacturer.
e Only use the battery and charger
that were designed for, and came
with, the device.

» Do not keep charging the device or
device battery after it’s been fully
charged.

e Only charge one device or device
battery at a time to prevent over-
loading the circuit.

» Keep batteries at room tempera-
ture when possible. Do not charge
them at temperatures below 32
degrees or above 105 degrees.

e Do not store batteries in direct
sunlight or inside hot vehicles and
keep them away from children and
liquids.

e Check forrecalls and product safety
warnings by visiting the U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission
website. If your product is affected
by a current recall, stop using the
item and follow the directions
within the recall.

If you notice any issues with the
battery of your e-bike or e-scooter,
including unusual odor, change
in color, too much heat, change in
shape, leaking, smoking, or not keep-
ing charge, stop using the e-bike or
e-scooter immediately. For more infor-
mation go to www.loudoun.gov/797/
Fire-Prevention-Safety.

Winners of
Loudoun County
“I Voted” sticker
contest announced

The Loudoun
County Office
of Elections and
Voter Registration
announced the
winners of its “I
Voted” Sticker
Contest.
¢ First place: The winning design is
by Tonya Sutherland and features
the state flower, dogwood, and the
state bird, a Northern Cardinal, over
the outline of the Commonwealth.
¢ Second place: The second-place
design is by Melissa Lew and
features raised hands and a red
checkmark.
¢ Third place: The third-place design
by Samantha Widjaja incorporates
elements of the United States flag
and the Statue of Liberty’s torch.
Loudoun County residents were asked
to submit designs during the month of
July of a circle, two inches in diameter,
that included the phrase “I Voted,” or
a variation of the theme, and no more
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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Subramanyam moves to honor firefighter Trevor Brown

On Aug. 26, Congressman Suhas Subramanyam (VA
10) introduced legislation to name a local post office in
Sterling, Virginia after Firefighter Trevor Brown, who
lost his life in the line of duty while
serving with the Sterling Volunteer
Fire Company. Firefighter Brown was
a husband, a father of three, a youth soccer and base-
ball coach, and a beloved member of his community.

“Firefighter Brown touched so many lives in our
community and made the ultimate sacrifice in service
to it,” said Subramanyam. “This has been a hard time
for his family, for our community, and for the Sterling
Volunteer Fire Company. My hope is that when people
see his name on this post office, they will remember

GOVERNMENT

the sacrifice he made and be inspired to serve the way
he did.”

This bill designates Firefighter Brown’s local post
office in Sterling, VA, as the “Firefighter Trevor Brown
Post Office Building.” As a permanent fixture in the
community, the renamed post office will ensure that
Firefighter Brown’s courage, honor, and sacrifice are
never forgotten.

Trevor Brown was a firefighter with the Sterling Vol-
unteer Fire Company who died in the line of duty on
Feb. 16, 2024. He spent his formative years in Penn-
sylvania and Florida before attending the American
University in Cairo, Egypt.

A devoted husband and father, Trevor chose to be a

stay-at-home parent and shared a powerful bond with
his three children. His commitment to service was also
evident through his roles as a volunteer firefighter and
a dedicated youth soccer and baseball coach. Trevor’s
life motto, “If not me, then who?” reflected his deep
sense of responsibility to his community. He is sur-
vived by his wife, children, and a wide circle of family
and friends.

The bill is currently cosponsored by members of
the Virginia delegation including Representatives
Don Beyer (VA-8), Ben Cline (VA-6), Jen Kiggans (VA-
2), John McGuire (VA-5), Jennifer McClellan (VA-4),
Bobby Scott (VA-3), Eugene Vindman (VA-7), and Rob
Wittman (VA-1).

Free professional development workshops in September

In observance of September as Work-
force Development Month, the Loudoun
Workforce Resource Center will fea-
ture free virtual and
in-person professional
development events for
job seekers, career changers, aspiring
entrepreneurs, individuals affected by
layoffs and those seeking to learn how
employers hire workers.

The in-person events will take place
at various locations. Visit loudoun.
gov/WorkforceMonth for detailed
information about each event and how
to register. Events will include:

GOVERNMENT

¢ The Resume Roadshow (Two
date options): Thursday, Sept. 4,
11 a.m. - 1 p.m., Sterling Library,
Thursday, Sept. 18,11 a.m. -1
p.m., Brambleton Library

Ground Up Trade and Talent
Solutions (GUTTS) Plumbing
and HVAC Pre-Apprenticeship
Training Information Session:
Thursday, Sept. 4, 2:30 — 3:30 p.m.,
Workforce Resource Center
Identifying Customers and
Competitors for Your Small
Business: Tuesday, Sept. 9, 10 — 11
a.m., Workforce Resource Center
The Hiring Lens: Perspectives
from Recruiters and Hiring
Managers: Wednesday, Sept. 10,
11 a.m. - 1 p.m., Cascades Library
Burn Bright, Not Out: Strategies
for Sustainable Success: Monday,
Sept. 15,10 a.m. - 12 p.m., Work-
force Resource Center
Introduction to State Govern-
ment Contracting: Tuesday,
Sept. 16,2025,10 a.m. - 11 a.m.,

Workforce Resource Center

o Atlas Institute of Technology:
Heating, Ventilation and Air
Conditioning Information Ses-
sion: Tuesday, Sept. 16, 11 a.m. -
12 p.m., Virtual

e Pathways to Career Growth:
NOVA Workforce Certification
Programs (Two date options):
Tuesday, Sept. 16,5 — 6:15 p.m.,
Workforce Resource Center, Fri-
day, Sept. 19, 12 - 1 p.m., Virtual

e Understanding Your Credit
Report: Tuesday, Sept. 16, 6:30 —
7:30 p.m., Virtual

e Changing Careers at Any Age:
Wednesday, Sept. 17,9 — 11:30
a.m., Workforce Resource Center

¢ Loudoun County Travel Training:

Wednesday, Sept. 17,9:30 - 11 a.m.,
Workforce Resource Center

e Launch Your Business in
Loudoun County: A Practical
Step-by-Step Guide to Starting
and Growing Your Small Busi-
ness: Tuesday, Sept. 23,10 - 11
a.m., Workforce Resource Center

¢ Creating a Financial Recovery
Plan: Wednesday, Sept. 24, 6:30 —
7:30 p.m., Virtual

Anyone who requires an accommoda-
tion for any type of disability or needs
language assistance to participate,
can contact the Loudoun Workforce
Resource Center at 703-777-0150. Three
business days’ notice is requested.

For more information, contact the
Workforce Resource Center at 703-777-
0150 or visit loudoun.gov/wrc.

WINNERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

than four colors. The top three designs
were among eight finalists that were
selected out of a total of several dozen
entries for online voting between Aug. 1
and 17.

The winning sticker design will be
used for the upcoming Nov. 4, general
election and given to voters at early vot-
ing sites and those who vote on Election
Day.

More information about voting in
Loudoun County, including important
dates and deadlines for the Novem-
ber general election, may be found
at loudoun.gov/Vote. Early voting starts
Sept. 19 at the Office of Elections located
at 750 Miller Drive SE, Suite C, Leesburg.

Annual

Dog Swim
scheduled for
Sept. 6

Registration for this year’s annual

dog swim is now open. The dog-only

event will take place on Saturday,
Sept. 6 at the AV Symington Aquatic
Center from 9 to 10:30 a.m. and 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Local pups will have the

opportunity to have fun in a safe,
enclosed area while swimming off-
leash with other dogs. All dogs must
be six months old, legally licensed,
vaccinated, and wearing a visible
dog license. All exits will be gated,
and a veterinarian will be on-site as
a precaution. Bring a doggie dish for

water, if needed.

Space is limited and pre-regis-
tration is required with a two-dog
max, per person. The cost to attend
is $5.00 per person. Walk-up regis-
tration will not be available. Those
attending must be at least 12 years
of age with dog handlers being 16
years or older.

Registration is currently avail-
able through WebTrac at www.
leesburgva.gov/departments/
parks-recreation/programs/
online-registration-webtrac, or by
visiting the front desk at Ida Lee
Recreation Center. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.idalee.
org or call 703-777-1368.
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ORBCOMM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
that we’re going to be doing is figuring
out how we stop people from putting
things like human beings in containers
or trucks,” Agrawal explained. “We are
doing that. Just this morning, I autho-
rized about half a million dollars of
investment in hiring more people into
this location to accelerate that.”

Although ORBCOMM has been head-
quartered in New Jersey in recent years,
its roots run deep in Northern Vir-
ginia. The company grew out of Dull-
es-based Orbital Sciences Corp. in the
early 1990s, pioneering low Earth orbit
satellite messaging to track goods and
equipment worldwide using the Inter-
net of Things.

The Internet of Things (IoT) is a
network of physical devices and other
items embedded with sensors and
software that allows them to collect
and exchange data over the internet.
Through this connectivity, devices are
able to interact, share information, and
be monitored or controlled remotely.
These devices range from smart home
appliances to wearable health trackers,
connected cars, and industrial machin-
ery. Today, ORBCOMM connects more
than 2.4 million devices across indus-
tries ranging from shipping lines to
cold-chain trucking fleets.

Colleen Curtis, assistant director
of Loudoun County’s Department
of Economic Development, said the
headquarters move reflects a broader
pattern of tech reinvestment in the
county. “This shows that Loudoun is
a place for innovation, growth, and
opportunity,” she said. “Our job is to
attract, retain and grow companies of
all sizes, shapes, all industries across
the country.”

Youngkin used the ceremony to
connect ORBCOMM’s announcement
to broader themes of job growth and
Virginia’s business-friendly climate.
“We now have 270,000 more people
working in the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia,” he said. “It’s because Virginia
understands what it means to work for
you. What that means is that we have
to have unbelievable talent, and our
education system has to prepare that
talent ... and most importantly, it has
to open up the opportunity to gain that
education to everybody.”

“We have never been stronger, never
been stronger as a state, and that makes
me so proud,” Youngkin said.

For Youngkin, ORBCOMM’s expan-
sion is not just about business— it’s

about people and the impact of
“incredibly powerful words” on their
lives. “I think the most powerful three
words are ‘T love you.” ... Right behind
them is “You are hired. It means I
respect you. I see you. It means you
can add value to our organization, and
I want you in that organization, and it
means I believe in your future and will
help you have a great future,” Youngkin
said. “Thank you to ORBCOMM for get-
ting ready to echo those words 51 more
times right here in the Commonwealth
of Virginia.”

Local leaders say the arrival of ORB-
COMM’s global headquarters is another
win for innovation, and a sign that
Loudoun is solidifying its reputation as
a tech hub and logistics gateway.

In a press release Buddy Rizer, Exec-
utive Director of Loudoun County Eco-
nomic Development, praised the move.
“ORBCOMM’s continued investment
in Sterling reinforces Loudoun Coun-
ty’s reputation as a hub for innovation
and connectivity. Loudoun is proud to
be a place where companies like ORB-
COMM can expand with confidence.”

Loudoun County Board of Supervisors
Chair Phyllis J. Randall (D - At Large)
emphasized the county’s advantages,
“We are pleased that ORBCOMM has
chosen to grow right here in Loudoun
County. Their expansion is a testament
to the strong business climate, talented
workforce, and unmatched quality of
life that makes Loudoun an ideal loca-
tion for businesses to thrive. We wel-
come this investment and the jobs it
brings to our community.”

Virginia State Senator Kannan Srini-
vasan (D - District 32) also shared his
thoughts. “I am excited to welcome
ORBCOMM'’s continued investment
and expansion here in Sterling. This
project will create new job opportu-
nities for our skilled workforce, and
it reinforces Loudoun County’s rep-
utation as a hub for innovation and
advanced technology.”

Before the ribbon was cut, Youngkin
presented ORBCOMM with a small
piece of ceremony—a Commonwealth
flag he’d taken down at the State Capi-
tol that morning. “This flag will repre-
sent the partnership between Loudoun
County, between the Commonwealth
of Virginia, in between ORBCOMM,” he
told the crowd. “I hope you will find a
place to display this prominently ... so
everyone who comes and goes will see
it and know that we are together.”
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North Fork Baptist Church to celebrate 260th anniversary

North Fork Baptist Church, located at
38130 Noth Fork Road in Purcellville, will
mark a major milestone this fall with a
celebration of its 260th
anniversary on Sunday,
Sept. 28, at 11 a.m. The
public is invited to attend the commem-
orative event honoring the church’s deep
roots in Virginia history.

Founded in 1765 as The First Baptist
Church of North Fork, the church has
witnessed over two centuries of change,

COMMUNITY

growth, and transformation. A pivotal
moment in its past came in 1835, when a
doctrinal split led to the construction of
a second church building next door. The
new structure became known as the Sec-
ond Baptist Church of North Fork, a name
that reflects its origins and connection to
the original congregation.

The upcoming anniversary event will
feature an abbreviated church service
followed by remarks on the church’s his-
torical significance and its place in the

once-thriving North Fork community. A
luncheon will be provided, and free tickets
are required for the meal.

History enthusiasts will find additional
cause for interest—on April 5, 1865, Con-
federate Colonel John Mosby celebrated
the formation of his 8th Company, “Com-
pany H,” on the grounds of the Second
Baptist Church.

Attendees will have the opportunity
to tour the new church building, stroll
the grounds and gardens of the original

church, and take part in guided tours of the
historic cemetery, now privately owned.

The tours will be conducted by the Keto-
ctin Chapter of the National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution.
The cemetery dates back to at least 1801
and includes the graves of soldiers from
the American Revolution, War of 1812,
and the Civil War.

For full event details and to reserve free
luncheon tickets, visit northforkbaptist.
com.

UHGEHT CARL

New Vet

Clinic brings
compassionate
care and
cuteness to town

Royal Oak Veterinary + Urgent
Care officially opened its doors with
a celebratory ribbon cutting on Aug.
16, bringing a fresh
and compassion-
ate approach to pet
care right in the heart of the Town of
Purcellville.

Located at 1232 Wolf Rock Drive,
Suite 155, the clinic is the dream
come true of co-owners Dr. Erika
Friedrich and Dr. Sienna Church.
Both veterinarians bring years of
experience and a whole lot of heart
to their new practice.

Dr. Erika Friedrich, whose love

COMMUNITY

b PUYALOAK VETERINARY

for animals shines through in every
aspect of care with a passion in
emergency medecine, has dreamed
of opening her clinic. Dr. Sienna
Church adds her expertise in anes-
thesia and trauma to the mix, help-
ing round out the full-service clinic’s
capabilities.

Royal Oak offers everything from
emergency and urgent care to laser
therapy, surgery, and onsite diagnos-
tics—making it a one-stop shop for
furry family members in need.

The clinic’s hours are as unique
as its offerings. They are open Mon-
days from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursdays
through Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 10
p.m., and Sundays from noon to 6
p.m. offering urgent care only. They
are closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays
to rest up for the busy days ahead.

Need to reach them? Call 540-554-
1540 or email info@royaloakvets.
com.

Welcome to the neighborhood,
Royal Oak—were  paws-itively
thrilled you’re here.

Historic NorTH FORK
Baptist CHURCH
1765 to 2025

Please join us
m
Celebration and
Thanksgiving
for
260 years of
Worshipping God

Sunday, September 28, 2025

11 a.m. Worship Service
11:30 a.m. Remarks
12 p.m. Luncheon

12 p.m. - 2 p.m. Cemetery and Church Tours

38130 NortH FORK ROAD
PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA

** Info at www.northforkbaptist.com ** Limited free tickets available
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FAMILIES APPEAL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

law limits what school divisions can say
about individual cases. A district spokes-
man told media that LCPS “would not
suspend a student simply because they
expressed some kind of discomfort,” and
noted that “there is a high bar to launch
a Title IX investigation and an even
higher bar to determine a student is in
violation of Title IX.”

The suspensions come as LCPS faces
increasing pressure from federal officials
over Policy 8040, which allows students
to use restrooms and locker rooms con-
sistent with their gender identity. Ear-
lier this month, the U.S. Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
said it would withhold federal funding
from LCPS after determining the policy
violates Title IX. According to budget
records, about $47 million of LCPS’s $2
billion budget comes from federal funds.

Del. Geary Higgins

The OCR is also reviewing the locker
room confrontation after Virginia
Attorney General Jason Miyares, at the
request of Governor Glenn Youngkin,
referred the matter for investigation.
“Their rights must be protected,” Het-
zler said of his clients. “We intend to see
that they are.”

Seth Wolfe, whose son remains
enrolled in LCPS, said that his child has
been unfairly labeled. “The trans policy
fails to acknowledge biological reality.
My son has been branded for life for
exercising free speech.”

Wolfe also complained that his son
was filmed by the trans student and that
the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office
determined there wasn’t enough evi-
dence to charge the student with creat-
ing non-consensual images. “Loudoun
County Public Schools chose ideology
over common sense, and every parent
should be alarmed,” Wolfe said. “Because

if it can happen to my child, it can hap-
pen to your child.”

He also said that students and families
were never prepared for this kind of situ-
ation. “They were pretty much just told,
“This is how it is and to accept it,” and
they’re not supposed to say anything
about it,” Wolfe said. “They never gave
us as parents opportunities to even talk
to our children about this.”

Another parent, Renae Smith, who
withdrew her child from LCPS and
moved out of state after the incident,
said: “I specifically asked my son what
they did to prepare them for this type of
situation and the answer was absolutely
nothing.”

“We’re absolutely floored that they
came back and branded my son respon-
sible for sexual harassment and sex
based discrimination with no solid evi-
dence whatsoever,” Smith later told a

local news station. “We’re

talking about scarring
him for life by a biased
process that’s supposed
to protect fairness, but
it’s shocking. It’s wrong,
and it should terrify every
single parent.”
Lieutenant = Governor

Winsome Earle-Sears, a

Republican candidate for

governor who attended

the news conference,
told the crowd: “It’s time
for the insanity to stop.

It’s time for everyone to
recognize what is settled
truth: Boys are boys and girls are girls.”

Earle-Sears shared more of her
thoughts online. “For all the moms and
dads out there, let me say what you’re
thinking: This is not normal. It is not
normal to force boys and girls to share
locker rooms. It is not normal to punish
kids for their fears. All parents want is a
little normalcy. That’s what I’'m fighting
for.”

“Boys are not comfortable undressing
in front of nude girls in the same locker
room,” Earle-Sears told a local news sta-
tion. “The boys are saying this, and the
boys who should be applauded are not
being applauded. Instead, they’re being
punished for something that’s common
sense. You know, for me, biological dif-
ferences do matter. It’s not political, it’s
common sense. And it’s parental rights,
really. So, I'm speaking for parents
and families all across Virginia. This is
nonsense.”



SEPTEMBER 2025

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM 23

Tree of Life's Annual Summer
Giveaway helps with back to school

On Saturday, Aug. 16, Tree of Life
Ministries held their Annual Summer
Giveaway event at Purcellville Baptist
Church, providing local families with
much needed clothing
and backpacks for back
to school. This year,
they had 711 attendees who received
free clothing and shoes for all mem-
bers of the family. Additionally, over
400 backpacks filled with school sup-
plies were handed out to the children in
attendance.

The event was made possible by
widespread community support, with
backpacks and supplies being provided
by local churches, businesses, and indi-
viduals; clothing and furniture donated
by the community, and more than 100
volunteers worked for approximately
300 hours in the week leading up to
the event and on the day of to make it
a success.

This year’s event included a number
of firsts as well, with medical care being
provided by licensed doctors, including
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general practitioners and specialists, an
activity center for the children hosted
by the Purcellville Baptist Church youth
group, and breakfast provided by the
church’s “50 Connect” group.

Tree of Life has hosted back to school
events for the community since 2012
and according to their Regional Director
for Western Loudoun, Maddy Cockerill,
“the Summer Giveaway has become an
event that many families rely on to pre-
pare for the new school year.”

Additionally, Cockerill pointed out
that LCPS family liaisons, particularly
in Western Loudoun, refer families to
the event and also work directly with
Tree of Life to get backpacks and sup-
plies to families in need. “Every student
deserves to start the year off feeling
prepared and cared for, and we are very
proud this event helps make an impact
for so many families,” said Cockerill.

Tree of Life is faith-based non-profit
serving all of Loudoun County. If you’d
like to learn more visit their website
at www.tolministries.org.
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LETTER: WRONG LOCATION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
and intended use of this area.

The 4.85-acre property has already
been operating such a kennel for years—
exceeding the county’s four-dog limit
and violating zoning ordinances—with
no apparent enforcement. Repeated
complaints and inquiries have gone
unanswered.

Why is the county failing to enforce
its own rules? Zoning exists to protect
communities from exactly this kind of
intrusion.

Despite claims of sound mitigation,
the barking is loud and impossible to
ignore. It cuts through the air from
both the kennel building and outdoor
fenced areas, echoing across neigh-
bors’ yards and into our homes. No
vegetative buffer can stop it. Picture
sitting on your deck on quiet Sunday
morning—only to be jolted by barking.
This isn’t hypothetical. It’s already dis-
rupting our lives.

Furthermore, the daily drop-offs and
pick-ups for 15 dogs would potentially
generate up to 30 additional car trips
per day on a narrow, winding rural road
already strained by speeding commuter
traffic. This raises serious safety and
compatibility concerns. Country roads
were not built for this level of commer-
cial traffic.

Approving this special exception
would set a troubling precedent. If a
15-dog kennel is allowed on less than
5 acres, what might be allowed next?
Western Loudoun’s rural residential
character depends on the integrity of
existing zoning ordinances.

As longtime residents, we ask that our
voices be heard. The consequences of
this decision fall on us, not county plan-
ners. This is the wrong location for such
an operation.

Jamie and Nancy Meissner
Joe and Linda Vill
Bill and Eileen Vroom
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Community meetings were held in 2022
and 2024, and a design charrette took
place in 2015. In each instance, resi-
dents have overwhelmingly opposed
the annexation.

The property is surrounded by resi-
dential and agricultural uses, including
the Mayfair subdivision to the west and
Wright Farm to the east. To the north
is a 119-acre agricultural parcel in the
County’s Land Use Assessment Pro-
gram, and land in the New Hillsboro
Agricultural and Forestal District lies
about 200 feet to the northeast.

A 39-home development would gen-
erate an estimated 32 morning trips, 41
evening trips, and 424 weekday trips. By
contrast, the proposed 1,274,892 square
foot industrial park would generate 433
trips in the morning and evening peak
hours, and 3,527 trips on an average
weekday.

Citizens Weigh in

In an email to the Planning Com-
mission, Audrey and Jonathan Young
argued that a large industrial project is
unnecessary in a rural residential area
given available industrial land else-
where. They, along with the Purcellville
Town Council majority, said the pro-
posal would harm public health, safety,
and welfare.

Andrew and Elizabeth McCoy also sub-
mitted an email stating that the rezoning
request is “ill-suited for the property.”

Purcellville Mayor Chris Bertaut urged
the Planning Commission to reject the
Valley Commerce Center proposal, citing
traffic impacts, environmental concerns,
and what he described as a fundamental
incompatibility with surrounding rural
neighborhoods. He referenced JLMA
guidelines that support low-density
development and emphasized that resi-
dents both inside and outside the Town
strongly oppose the project.

“I am here tonight to speak in strong
opposition to the proposed rezoning for
the Valley Commerce Center,” said Pur-
cellville Council Member Susan Khalil.
She said that the Town Council majority
voted to reject the annexation request
for the same project. It was based on
two things, “overwhelming public oppo-
sition and clear inconsistency with our
Comprehensive Plan.”

Khalil continued, “The citizens of our
Town and especially the Mayfair com-
munity and the surrounding areas have
made it abundantly clear they do not
want industrial development on this

land. This is not just a local concern, it’s
aregional one.”

Purcellville Vice Mayor Ben Nett
said that in January the majority of
Town Council voted no to the proposed
annexation for the Valley Commerce
Center. “The Town Council vote to deny
the annexation was not arbitrary, it was
a result of years of community engage-
ment, data review and the careful adher-
ence to our Comprehensive Plan.”

Nett said the Town’s Comprehensive
Plan was not created in a vacuum—it
had broad citizen input on how the Town
grows. “This project completely ignores
that vision. Moreover, your own County
Planning Department has stated plainly
this rezoning request conflicts with the
County’s General Plan.”

Mayfair resident Michael Parish asked
the Planning Commissioners to reject
the application. He said that last year
residents of Mayfair, Wright Farm and
Chestnut Hill neighborhoods were sur-
veyed and 93% of households opposed
the annexation proposal.

Parish said the Mayfair community is
a charming neighborhood, with children
riding their bicycles, parents pushing
baby strollers and there’s even a neigh-
borhood lemonade stand. “Residential
and industrial do not mix, and the pro-
posal before you would turn the scene
that I just described into a nightmare.”

Daniel Carvill, a Mayfair resident,
said he was opposed to the project and
emphasized the surrounding areas are
all residential. “This property should be
for single-family homes ... Single family
homes are part of the American dream
... These types of projects kill the Amer-
ican dream.”

Lloyd Harting said he opposed the
application and noted it would cause a
significant increase in traffic on Purcell-
ville Road. He said that approximately
148 trucks use Purcellville Road in the
morning with an average of 263 trucks
using the road in the afternoon rush
hour. Harting, who lives in Mayfair, said
the property should remain at the cur-
rent zoning of 39 homes.

Peter Dalton spoke in favor of the
application, saying there is a “serious
lack of commercial space. That makes
it harder to grow and serve the commu-
nity effectively,” and he needed a place
to park his work trucks.

Keith Mainland said he runs a land-
scaping company and he employs 16
people. “We are in urgent need of indus-
trial space.”

Jeff Tarae, who resides in Ashburn

and is a commercial real estate profes-
sional, said there is a limited inventory
of flex industrial space. “This project
will offer the type of modern flex space
that businesses are actively seeking
while respecting the character of west-
ern Loudoun.”

Commercial real estate broker Chase
Stewart said she specializes in industrial
and flex space in Loudoun. “I am here
tonight to express my strong support
for this proposed industrial flex devel-
opment in Purcellville.” She said that
industrial space is extremely low in the
area. Stewart said that approving this
development means supporting local
business retention.

JK Moving president David Cox spoke
in support of the application. Cox said
that the site is not part of the rural area
and is located near existing industrial
areas. “This application is the right use
in the right place,” he concluded.

Gregory Paris said the project, if
approved, could fail due to the lack of
sufficient water. “There are so many
water issues in western Loudoun. Round
Hill routinely has droughts,” he said.

“It’s funny that everyone who sup-
ports it [has] financial interests,” said
Paris. “If there are so many modi-
fications needed why is this up for
discussion?”

General contractor Scott Moffat spoke
in favor of the rezoning. “There’s a great
need for development in this region.
This site will promote growth of exist-
ing businesses in the community as well
as attracting new businesses.”

Joe Parker said the project “is the right
fit in the right place at the right time.”

Emily Johnson with Piedmont Envi-
ronmental Council said the proposal
is “entirely inconsistent with its Rural
Neighborhood Place Type,” and it
is immediately next to residential
neighborhoods.

“This should be located within the
Town,” but the Town doesn’t want it.
It is completely out of character with
County and Town planning goals. John-
son pointed out that it is not County
practice to allow applicants to use their
own wells for developments of this
density.

“The impact to water resources is a
major concern to us. We recommend
denial that will introduce non-conform-
ing uses in this area,” said Johnson.

Council Member Carol Luke said she
is firmly opposed to the rezoning. “This
is a 1.2 million square foot industrial
project placed on land currently zoned

for 39 homes on 3-acres each on rural
land. It is a complete disregard for the
County’s General Plan, which states this
type of development is not supported in
the Purcellville JLMA.” Luke added that
the boundary protects the rural charac-
ter and livability of western Loudoun.

There is a great demand for this type
of space, said Scott Carpenter. He said
companies need space to store their
equipment, and that it makes sense to
place an industrial park near an existing
one since Purcellville is the hub of west-
ern Loudoun.

Owen Brown said the proposal is
sandwiched between two residential
areas, and the County’s own staff noted
that “this rezoning request is not con-
sistent with the rural character or in
keeping with the types of low intensity
of rural residential.”

He expressed concern that the North-
ern Collector Road is still on the Coun-
ty’s Transportation Plan. “We have
fought against this road for a decade
and it has yet to be removed.” He added,
“The fact that it remains having access
on the site plan does nothing to miti-
gate our concerns.”

Regarding the scarcity of industrial
properties in this county, “Through the
magic of the internet, I myself have
found 26 such properties for lease” and
my wife found 50, said Brown.

Tia Earman with the PEC said the pri-
mary concern is the threat to local water
resources. She added that the proposal
would also contribute to the loss of
community character and have negative
impacts on area roads.

The very idea of an industrial park
operating on its own well and septic
should be a deal breaker in itself, noted
Earman.

Town Council member and Mayfair
resident Caleb Stought, who in Janu-
ary did not support the majority Town
Council vote to oppose the Valley Com-
merce Center annexation, now said the
current rezoning proposal is inconsis-
tent with the County’s 2019 General
Plan and poses risks to water availability
and traffic. He urged the Planning Com-
mission not to support the rezoning.

Developer Casey Chapman said, “I am
here to fully support the Valley Com-
merce Center application in its entirety.
The application represents what the
American Dream is.” To argue that the
application is too dense for the County
“is kinda ridiculous.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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OPINION: EFFECTIVE POLICING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
in Leesburg. Only then do jail deputies
learn of a person’s immigration status
when following the standard protocol
of making queries to other law enforce-
ment agencies about outstanding war-
rants or detainers.

If ICE wants the person arrested, they
have the option of issuing a detainer and
picking up that person upon his or her
scheduled release from jail. Loudoun
has been doing it this way many years,
regardless of who occupies the White
House. If, and only if ICE cannot imme-
diately pick that person up, they will now
have up to an additional 48 hours to do
so. Releasing criminal aliens back into
our community to risk further criminal
activity instead of releasing them to ICE
would be irresponsible of a sheriff whose
job it is to keep Loudoun’s citizens safe.

Second, some falsely assert that some
form of “profiling” is happening in
Loudoun.

The truth is that LCSO deputies
respond to calls for service and patrol
where the greatest number of traffic inci-
dents and crimes occur. Those numbers
are highest in eastern Loudoun where
a greater number of resources are allo-
cated. This is a responsible, pragmatic,

generator

SUPERCENTER

analytics-driven and cost-effective uti-
lization of County resources—a practice
that is making all of us safer and some-
thing we should be thankful for.

Traffic stops result from traffic viola-
tions or crimes in progress. Nobody is
targeted as deputies almost never know
who they are stopping in a car until
they walk up and greet the driver. Sub-
sequent searches are conducted law-
fully, and only if there is evidence of a
crime. Recent searches have resulted in
the recovery of drugs, weapons, and even
an automatic weapon with a 50-round
clip. These actions help prevent further
crimes and have nothing to do with a
person’s age, ethnic or racial group. This
is good, proactive policing, not profiling.

Sheriff Chapman has spent more than
47 years in law enforcement working
here in Loudoun and around the globe
with the sole mission of advancing pub-
lic safety. He was recently voted Loudoun
Now’s Favorite Public Servant for the
fifth year in a row and named National
Sheriff of the Year in 2023. Loudoun’s
crime rate is the lowest in the region,
and the LCSO’s professional standards
are among the highest. We are blessed
to have him at the helm of our Sheriff’s
Office for the past 15 years.
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Joudoun Cotillion

Empower your child with vital social and communication skills
needed to succeed now and in the future!

Come to our free Parent Srientation!

We offer Tuesday, September 9, 2025 from 7:30-8:30
I That same night we will have our
i Crash Coursein Dancing!
K-12th! Children in Grades 8-12 are invited--7:00-8:30pm

Learn & practice social dance steps--Foxtrot, Swing, Chacha!
Both events will be held at the River Creek Country Club in Leesburg.

With Loudoun Cotillion your child will learn.:

e Character, confidence, leadership qualities, and respect for others.
* Social dance—Swing, Chacha, Foxtrot, and line dances!
» Vital etiquette skills--introductions, table manners, conversation tips, etc.

* Social media "Netiquette"--cell phone manners, texting tips, and more.
Reserve your spot now for the 2025-26 Jr. Cotillion season!

To register visit Loudouncotillion.com
For more information contact Director Lisa M. Hale at
loudounlovescotillion@gmail.com or (703)814-3496.

“We’ll Keep Your Life On.
703.880.9850
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GENERAC

Generac® Home Standby Generators automatically provide you backup power during a utility power outage - whether you're home or away. Whether it's for a few hours
or several days, your family and home are protected. Generator Supercenter is the #1 Generac dealer in North America. We have the experience and expertise you
need. From design, local permitting, installation and long-term maintenance support, we are there for you. That’s why they call us The Standby Power People®.

SAVE $500!

Schedule Your Free Estimate Today!
Generator Supercenter of NOVA

on the purchase and installation of a Generac Home

Standby Generator from Generator Supercenter of NOVA.
*Terms and conditions apply, call for details.

www.GeneratorSupercenterNOVA.com

Visit our showroom at 21005 Ashburn Crossing Drive, Suites 125-130, Ashburn, VA
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We are currently paving in your are:

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested m having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS » PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES » LONG LANES » DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS * PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES » GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK « ASPHALT MILLINGS

Maybe you have a bit area you would love to have
blacktopped but you can’'t afford to pave the whole thing right
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by
your house just big enough to park your vehicles, or we can
install as tittle as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!
Free Estimates » Fast Service = Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving
Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(871) 255-9187

I843218 Livensed and Tnswred

REZONING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

Commissioners send application to work
session

In a nearly unanimous vote, the
application was moved to a work
session for further discussion—with
Commissioner Robin-Eve Jasper (Lit-
tle River) voting against.

Mark Miller (Catoctin) said, “There
might be a middle ground. A property
of this size can be operated by alterna-
tive well and septic”—though he ques-
tioned whether the water resources on
the property are “large enough.”

Dale Polen Myers (At-Large) said
she supported the motion to move the
application to work session—saying if
the well and septic fails, she wanted
people to understand there would be
a backup if needed. Myers pointed out
that the Mayfair residential commu-
nity has high density.

Ad Barns (Leesburg) said that the
application reminded him of the Hid-
denwood proposal, which twice failed
to pass.

Robin-Eve Jasper said she wouldn’t
support the motion to go into work
session. “This is a 1.3 million square

foot development in the middle of
two residential neighborhoods in
Purcellville.

“For context, [the] Loudoun Inova
Hospital main building is 318,000
square feet and the total develop-
ment there including the new tower
brings us up to about 700,000 square
feet. So you are taking a development
of that scale and sticking it into the
JLMA outside of Purcellville, which
is incredibly relatively low-density
development.”

Said Jasper, “We are taking a com-
pletely inappropriate development
based on the 2019 zoning plan and
everything that’s on the ground
and we’re putting it right smack
dab in the middle of two residential
neighborhoods.

“The reason we’re doing it is because
there’s not enough land at a cheap
enough price left in eastern Loudoun
and there is a shortage of flex space
now. We’re moving it out to western
Loudoun. What is the impact of that?

“That is the exact thing we fight all
the time when we have applications,”
Jasper said.

OPINION: THE LAST FLOWER,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

LPAT (Loudoun Parks and Trails), pro-
nounced “El Pat.” Awful. Then they
hired a consultant and rebranded it
“Loudoun Trails and Waterways.” Now
they toss around LTAW (“El Taw”).
Worse. The poetry of Emerald Ribbons
was lost to bureaucratic vapidity.

What Is a Farm?

Our new zoning ordinance refuses
to define “farm.” That omission speaks
volumes. During the zoning rewrite,
debates pitted business interests and
speculators against conservationists.
The businesses won.

Case in point: breweries are listed
under “Agriculture” instead of “Food
and Beverage.” Why? Because “farm”
might have limited their metastases.
Conservationists pushed back, but the
Board and Staff caved. Leaving “Farm”
undefined lets commercial operations
masquerade as agriculture, eroding
both land and language.

A Windfall, but for Whom?

Last year the County raked in
$259 million more tax receipts than
expected, thanks largely to data cen-
ter taxes. Officials called it a “one-time

windfall.” Citizens saw only a pit-
tance—just twenty-five measly bucks
from eliminating the license plate fee.

The Board stashed or spent the rest:
$69 million for future capital projects,
$60 million for a rainy-day fund, $10
million for schools. Meanwhile, per-
sonal property taxes on our cars—$200
million—kept pouring in. Imagine a
fairer balance: $290 million from data
centers, $200 million in tax relief to
citizens, and the rest in reserve. Voters
would then reward the Supervisors.

Unfortunately, the County has a
spending addiction. Unless checked,
every “windfall” will vanish into
bureaucratic nooks and crannies. This
is serious and also fodder for aspiring
Board candidates.

Voters to Stop Sprawl

In 1999, a grassroots group rallied
voters sick of sprawl. They threw out
the entire Board. For a while, growth
slowed. Then business interests crept
back in, often hiring pricey lawyers to
shill for them, and sprawl resumed.

Today, the threats are bigger: data
centers, breweries, event centers (AKA
party barns,) cluster subdivisions. Is
it time again to clean house? In 2027,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »
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OPINION: WHAT EXACTLY DO YOU THINK,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

when their child gets exposed to discus-
sions about sex—not some third-party
contractor brought into a classroom.

It means no school nurse, counselor,
or administrator should ever be allowed
to facilitate a medical or psychological
transition behind a parent’s back.

And it definitely means that when
your child’s life or identity is in turmoil,
the school shouldn’t be treating you—
the parent—as the threat.

But that’s what’s happening in many
school systems across Virginia. And let’s
be clear: it’s not because of rogue teach-
ers. It’s because of policies adopted
by local school boards, encouraged by
national groups, and too often defended
by Democratic politicians.

They say they’re “protecting” kids ...
From whom?

From the people who carried them?
Raised them? Fed them, taught them
right from wrong, and stayed up all
night when they were sick?

They say “some parents won’t under-
stand.” But if the school system’s first
instinct is to cut moms and dads out of
the loop, maybe they’re the ones who
don’t understand what parenting actu-
ally is.

We trust parents with everything
from feeding their kids to vaccinating
them to signing permission slips for
Tylenol. But suddenly, when it comes
to the most consequential, irreversible
decisions a child could ever face—like
changing gender or starting hormone
treatments—the Left wants parents out
of the room?

That’s not compassion. That’s control.

And here’s the part that should make
every parent’s blood run cold: About
the only time the Left defends parental

rights is when a mom or dad wants to
put their child on puberty blockers, start
cross-sex hormones, or approve surgery
to remove healthy body parts.

That’s the one moment Democrats
suddenly discover parental authority:
when it means approving a permanent
medical intervention on a child who
isn’t old enough to drive a car, smoke a
cigarette or buy cough syrup.

They’ll fight tooth and nail to keep
parents from seeing classroom materi-
als, knowing about social transitions, or
objecting to sexually explicit books, but
they’ll stand up and cheer when a parent
signs a consent form for “top surgery.”

That’s not consistency. That’s
absurdity.

‘Parental rights’ means involvement,
guidance, and love—not blind affir-
mation and irreversible harm. And we
should never let the loudest voices rede-
fine parental rights to mean anything
else.

Right here in Virginia, Democratic
delegates voted against Governor
Youngkin’s model policies that simply
required schools to notify parents if
their child asked to socially transition at
school. Not consent. Just notify.

Why? Because they know parental
rights are a barrier to their agenda.

But here’s the thing, in the Common-
wealth, children don’t belong to the
government. They don’t belong to the
school. They don’t belong to the state.
They belong to families.

That used to be common sense. Now
it’s a fight.

Let me say it plainly, you cannot be
pro-parent and anti-parental rights.

So the next time someone rolls their
eyes at “parental rights,” ask them a
simple question: What exactly do you
think it means?

OPINION: THE LAST FLOWER,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

perhaps this Board would be remem-
bered as the last flower of unchecked
development, and evicted.

There are better ways than tossing
out every Supervisor. Two reforms
could make the difference: voter refer-
enda and term limits. In 2027, citizens
should demand candidates who back
both ideas.

Epilogue

I once helped create Atlanta’s
sprawl, developing office towers that
paved farmland. Now I know better.

Even if “The Last Flower of Fall” never
becomes a song or poem, maybe it
works best as a reminder: beauty, once
lost, is hard to reclaim.

Charlie Houston formerly developed
large office buildings as Senior Vice
President of a huge Atlanta real estate
company. His clients included Coca
Cola, AT&T, UPS, MetLife, Norfolk
Southern, Duke University and even the
Dule of Milan, Italy. Now he lives on

a small horse farm between Paeonian
Springs and Waterford, where he
tries—and often fails—to control his
imagination. Or his opinions.

0% SAVINGS

Hilling & Sons
Offer the
Expertise You

Tree pruning
is an essential
annual practice.

§§ Prune dead,
diseased,
or unsafe branches from your
trees to protect you, your home, and your
belongings.

# Smart maintenance will influence the
structure and shape of the tree in the future.

€§ Trim lifeless branches so they don’t succumb
to winter snow and winds!

@ Get scheduled now by visiting our website
where you'll find our free estimate form and

even request free wood chips.
Offer valid through 9/30/25

940-287-1970

s www.HillingAndSons.com
Licensed & Insured « ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A
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JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE),
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

home would be about equidistant if I
skirted the top of the Mountain, and I
hadn’t been up there for a while, and,
yeah, sentimentality and romance
got the better of me. Not for the first
time, either.

Now, I'm climbing the Appala-
chians, at around 6:30 in the morning
(fortunately it was a weekend, with
no business traffic), with basically
no visuals. Images flitted past my
windshield that seemed to emanate
from my memories of “The Wizard of
0Oz:” I kept watching for Dorothy and
Toto (wouldn’t want to hit them), but
instead of seeing any of those familiar
characters, I began driving through a
veritable ‘deer barnyard.’

These animals seemed not the least
concerned about a storytelling way-
farer driving something that looks
a bit like one of the Blue Angels on
wheels. Well, I was IN the clouds.

I hadn’t come up here for ‘an expe-
rience.” I hadn’t come up here for pic-
tures. I knew I should get some ‘shots’
of these atmospheric conditions, but I
couldn’t just stop in the middle of the
road. I mean, I think I was still on the
road. Who’s to say? I kept driving. I

probably still have the etched pattern
of the steering wheel on my hands.
Yup.

Andyou? In all innocence, you truly
believe, “Well, he’s over the worst,
this nut will soon reach the summit
and start descending, and the fog will
thin out.” Keep thinking that.

Meanwhile, our intrepid traveler
reaches the vicinity of the Mount
Weather Emergency Operations Cen-
ter. Yeah, that place. Like, if you find
out their secrets ... Well, let’s just
assure them we don’t know about any
of their doings.

Now, in the thickness of the fog,
or the thinness of my sensory per-
ception, I could barely make out the
security fencing on my left and right
(“Don’t go that way!”); I continued
under an overpass of some sort and
through at least one intersection,
hoping I was staying in the Public
Right of Way.

I’d been to the turnaround area on
Old Blueridge Road, delivering mail—
probably hundreds of times—but that
was at least 10 years ago, and my
memories don’t always match up with
current conditions. But I kept driving,
and I evidently made it past this top
secret facility with no bullet holes or

brain implants (that I’'m aware of).

I was now at least in somewhat
familiar territory, having previously
served the remaining section of my
drive for the US Postal Service. Of
which I was very grateful. I found
some very limited areas in which to
pull over and capture some of the
remaining fog, and clouds, and palpa-
ble moisture in the air.

Now, the photos I took up there
are by no means the thickest patches
of obscurity; I simply could not just
stop in the worst sections. But I came
home with some pretty good images
of what it’s like to be almost lost in
the fog on top of Mount Weather.

And if you need any more chills
from that day, I can say I didn’t even
see the memorial marker for the tragic
crash of Flight 514 from 1974. All on
board lost their lives when their Boe-
ing 727 was flown into the Mountain.

I’ve written of this elsewhere, and
I'll always remember taking phone
calls at the radio station— every year
on the First of December—from local
rescuers who still felt immersed in the
aftermath of the tragedy. The Moun-
tain commands cautious behavior
from its visitors.

DR. MIKE: BOREDOM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

challenges both in school and later in

life.

Navigating boredom helps chil-

dren practice patience and emotional
regulation. When they’re allowed to
sit with their discomfort and invent
their own fun, they’re building inde-
pendence and self-confidence. These
moments of “nothing to do” become
the training ground for lifelong resil-
ience and self-trust—not something
to be avoided, but something to
embrace.

The landscape today is very differ-
ent. Our kids are surrounded by a con-
stant stream of digital entertainment:
smart devices, streaming shows, and
video games that offer instant rewards
and never-ending novelty.

These technologies are designed
to supply frequent doses of dopa-
mine, the brain’s reward chemical,
making traditional slower-paced

activities—like reading, drawing, or
building—seem less appealing by
comparison. Over time, this reliance
on instant stimulation can reduce
curiosity, make boredom feel unbear-
able, and erode valuable coping skills.
How can parents nurture the upside
of boredom? The answer is simpler
than it seems: create more opportuni-
ties for screen-free time and resist the
urge to over-schedule every moment.
Trust that leaving stretches of
unstructured time isn’t neglect—it’s
good parenting. During these open-
ended intervals, children:
e Build resilience as they learn to
navigate boredom and discomfort.
e Discover new interests and pas-
sions that structured activities

and screens might otherwise
crowd out.
e Practice important social and

emotional skills through creative
play and collaboration.

» Reflect, observe, and gain greater

self-awareness.

Technology certainly has its place
in our lives, but I encourage parents
to see boredom not as an enemy or
something that needs to be fixed for
their children, but as a secret ingre-
dient in raising emotionally healthy,
resourceful, and imaginative children.
When we leave room for boredom,
we’re equipping our kids with the
inner tools they’ll need to thrive—no
matter how stimulating or fast-paced
the world becomes.

“The cure for boredom is curiosity.
There is no cure for curiosity.” -Dor-
othy Parker

Michael Oberschneider, Psy. D. “Dr.
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in
private practice. He can be reached at
703-723-2999, and is located at 44095
Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.

LETTER: AFFORDABLE HEALTH INSURANCE,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

member of the Loudoun Chamber of
Commerce. In every one of these roles,
I see how important health coverage
is—and how damaging it would be if the
enhanced premium tax credits expire at
the end of the year.

Most of our full-time cleaners earn less
than $50,000 a year. They don’t qualify
for Medicaid, and small businesses like
mine usually can’t offer group health
plans. That means the individual Market-
place is often their only option, and the
tax credits are what make it affordable.

The work they do is not easy. It’s phys-
ical. It involves repetitive motion, expo-
sure to chemicals, and the risk of injury.
Without health insurance, even small
health problems can lead to worsening
conditions or leaving the job entirely.

I'm lucky to have coverage through
my husband’s job. But I know many oth-
ers in this industry who don’t have that
option. If these tax credits go away, pre-
miums could nearly double. That would
force many people to drop their coverage
altogether.

If the tax credit expires, Virginia would
lose more than 2,000 jobs and $250 mil-
lion in economic activity. That’s not
something our communities can afford.

Congress has the opportunity to pro-
tect families, support small businesses,
and strengthen our economy. I urge
them to extend the enhanced premium
tax credits before it’s too late.

Natasha Magrath, President & CEO,
Youve Got Maids NoVa, Sterling

LETTER: DON’T LOOK UP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
the road, just 100 feet from the entrance
to Brown’s Farm on Lincoln Road, about
300 ft. from the Purcellville town limits.
I have called VDOT, Dominion Elec-
tric, Verizon and 911 and nothing has
been done to remedy the situation. The
next heavy wind or rain storm will most
certainly cause it to fall. In early August
2025, a tree service charted by a utility,
trimmed branches on this tree, so this
tree is easily identifiable—especially

with the large hanging branch.

So, until this branch is removed, do
look up and drive quickly past this point.
Joe LaFiandra
Purcellville

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at
804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email — fair housing@dporvirginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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BARE BONES DOCUMENT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
straightforward pursuit of justice.

Black said, “I am speaking as some-
one who was formerly the Chief of
the Criminal Law Division at the Pen-
tagon. I don’t lightly come to the aid
of people who are accused” because
there is usually more to the story.

He said he is familiar with what
goes on in the Town of Purcellville
and called the current situation “a
classic case of political corruption and
a weaponization of a criminal justice
system in order to gain control.” At
stake are hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in land profits, he said.

“I hate injustice. I hate the use of
the criminal justice system in order

to gain political advantage that you
can’t get by appealing to the voters
at the polls,” he added.

Black noted that Ben Nett cam-
paigned on improving efficiency
within the police department and on
getting the Town’s finances in order.
He also mentioned that the Sher-
iff’s Office already provides evening
patrols.

Under a previous mayor, Bob
Lazaro, the wastewater treatment
plant was expanded, which, accord-
ing to Black, placed “enormous debt
on the people of Purcellville” and
created “pressure to expand the Town
limits.” During Fraser’s eight years
in office, Black said, his stance was

clear: “We’re not going to expand; FINANCIAL FOCUS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
we’re going to keep this Mayberry
atmosphere of this town. We’re going
to apply fiscal austerity, which he
did.” Fraser kept taxes low, avoided
annexing any property, and helped
preserve Purcellville from becoming
an urban center.

“This has nothing to do with some
trivial $12,000 contract. Honestly,
when have you heard of a grand jury
being convened over $12,000?” he
said. “I bet it’s never been done in the
history of Loudoun County.”

“What’s at stake is hundreds of
millions, potentially billions of dol-
lars in land profits and there are two
people who stand in the way.”

You have several options: work longer,
adjust your spending expectations, save
more outside the business or focus on
increasing your company’s value. You
can boost value by increasing profits
through higher market share, new prod-
ucts, better pricing or reduced costs. You
can also improve intangible assets like
employee expertise, operational systems
and customer relationships.

Finally, consider who your successor
might be. Selling your interest to family
members, business partners or employ-
ees often provide more control over tim-
ing and lower transaction costs, though
they may result in lower sale prices. Sell-
ing the business to third parties typically
bring higher proceeds but less control

LCPS TRANSGENDER BATHROOM,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

violation since my daughter’s rape at
Stonebridge, May 28, 2021.”

LCPS’s noncompliance with Title IX
is yet a highly debated topic due to its
safety and identity implications. While
the Board voted to keep supporting
Policy 8040, Dan Adams reported, “We
will continue to monitor developments
closely to ensure continued legal compli-
ance and the protection of all students.”

But the legal compliance in question
soon experienced backlash. On August
19, the U.S. Department of Education
placed five Northern Virginia school dis-
tricts on high-risk and reimbursement

payment status, according to a recent
press release. The schools’ violation of
Title IX did not go unrecognized.

Affected districts include Alexan-
dria City, Arlington, Fairfax County,
Loudoun County, and Prince William
County.

“The Divisions will now be required
to pay their education expenses up
front and then request reimbursement
for expenditures to access funds obli-
gated by the Department,” the press
release stated. The title of “high-risk” is
used as an indicator that the Divisions
have not upheld the conditions of their
federal grant agreements.

“The Northern Virginia School

Divisions that are choosing to abide
by woke gender ideology in place of
federal law,” warned U.S. Secretary of
Education Linda McMahon, “must now
prove they are using every single fed-
eral dollar for a legal purpose.”

LCPS continues to debate safety,
compliance, and acceptance in regard
to school bathroom and locker room
policies. A lack of federal funding is just
one factor of many to consider.

“Our priority remains the same,”
said Adams. “Doing what is right for
Loudoun County’s young people;
focusing on educating our students and
ensuring our schools are places where
every child feels like they belong.”

LETTER: DON’T LOOK UP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Delegate Geary Higgins, a former
School Board member now seeking
reelection, also criticized Policy 8040.
“As a late bloomer, I could relate to the
boys saying they were embarrassed by
having a trans student in the locker
room,” Higgins said. He called the
policy “completely nonsensical” and
warned that losing federal funds over
it would be “financially irresponsible.”

SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Legal advocates for the families
say the district’s planned corrective
measures for the remaining student,
including a so-called “behavioral cor-
rection plan,” would force compliance
with LCPS’ Policy 8040, and that such
requirements raise constitutional and
statutory questions they intend to liti-
gate. Hetzler said he had been prepared
to file for an injunction in federal court
but instead filed the Title IX appeal

that delayed the suspension.

Hetzler also pointed to disparities in
discipline with the situation, explain-
ing that a third boy in the locker
room, who is Muslim, was cleared by
LCPS while the two other boys, who
are Christian, were not. “While we are
celebrating our success in protecting
at least one of our clients from unjust
charges, that disparity raises serious
concerns,” he said.

over the process.

The key message is simple: it’s never
too early to start planning your exit.
Whether you’re thinking about stepping
away next year or in the next decade,
taking proactive steps now puts you in
control of your business’s future and
your own financial security.

Remember, your individual financial
goals and questions deserve individual
attention. If you think you might need
specific financial advice, please reach out
to a local financial advisor.

This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Edward Jones, its employees and financial
advisors cannot provide tax or legal
advice. You should consult your attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your
situation.

Joshua Wolinski | (540) 338-2291 | joshua.
wolinski@edwardjones.com.

“Aligning your financial future with your
personal goals, wants, and wishes.”
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Ronnie Fox
540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Busl’logs
Blade Slﬁarpcning & Maintenance
ol Changes | Greasing[ RePairs

Blades

We Come to You!

LOUDOUN COUNTY
+ MILLING +

Feeding Loudoun County Ower 100 Years!

HAY:STRAW: FENCING

=

[E—————

Bulk Mulch* Top Soil = Sands « Gravels m
Landscaping Stone » Erosion Control =

Cubverts, etc.
54 n_, 33 E ,? 161 POULINGRAIN

www.loudounmillingfeeds.com

TARTER

MARY WISKER
REALTOR®, ABR/SFR
Multi=Million Dellar Producer
Licensed in VA & 1D

508 E, Market 5t
Leesburg VA 20076

woww Mary Wisker.oom
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“NORTH’S TREE_
LANDSCAPING MA )
Seasoned Experience
for Every Season

Decking - Driveways - Patios
Tree Work « Culvert Pipe Installation

/"  Brian North 540-533-8092
NorthTreeAndMasonry.com
BNorth1883@yahoo.com

15 Years of IT Excellence

Business and
Residential IT Support
and Emergency Services

PREMIER

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGIES

571-209-8250

nigel@premiercomputertechnologies.com

Specializing in Native and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly

e,

EST. /i 1925

ABERNETHY
(SPENCER

18035 Maple Ave./Lincoln Rd.,
Purcellville, VA 20132
540-338-9118
www.abernethyspencer.com

Plants, Tree & Shrubs

Pottery, Gloves,
Tools & Statuary

Flowering Pots & Gifts

Loudoun County's

This guy is a hard worker and does it
right the first time.” Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

(703) 727-9826

Licensed & Insured

House Calls
Contracting LLC

From the 'El m
O

design stage of
remodeling,

or room addition, to
the finished product

all in one company.

If you don’t like something we did, tell us.
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com
HCCLLC2@gmail.com

Va. Class A License #2705170117 - Bonded, Insured

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured — Angie’s List Member — Member BBB info@abernethyspencer.com Oldest Greenhouse
’ o Mark Malan 30 Years of Experience
F |yn n’s Lawn Maintenance (540) 751-8456 Licensed/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding. C’g g i g -

Experience the Difference

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up
www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto « Home - Business - Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 - Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Lydia Clark

(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

O o

No Job too Big or too Sma-ll, We Handle Them All!
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling » Deck Maintenance
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

mee 540.683.0470 ...,

estares  yourhandymanservicel@gmail.com & nsuren

COMPUTER

REPAIR SERVICES

v PC Installations 'We come
to you!

Network Setups
4z POTTERFIELD

Printer Servicing
Virus Removal IT SOLUTIONS
703-895-9300

Data Recovery
potterfieldit.com

LOUDOUN'S IT GUY

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
In-Home Vacation Pet Care

Joe Pillera
(703) 867-7158

virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

ste Our Magic Cleaning TouchD

o
E =\
0 1))
R&D CLEANING

SERVICE LLC

Excellent references! (703) 303-1364
\Courteous, reliable, certified, bonded and insured. )

e Residential/Office
e Move-in/Move-out
e Organizing

e Carpet cleaning

EXCAVATING

We specialize in pond/lake installation & repair,

equestrian riding arenas, gravel road/driveway
installation & repair, land clearing, grading,
pad sites, basement dig outs, and more.

LOCAL | AWARD-WINNING LICENSED INSURED

AQS CON

L

AMERICAN

(HIALITY STEEL
571-505-5565 «+ WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

Decks
Additions

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Evuna Garbe 0
Selliag Sevier Wit
J03-431-4192

aniEmima@C arterBranionProperties com

208 Macian

Proud SPONSOR e, CCARTER BRAXTON
Buchanan Hail . & ) vt . 1
Farmers Market STAGE! =% - : =

Tax Resolution Services

Tax Season is almost here

‘We Are The Key To Solving
Your IRS Debts

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement Penalty Abatement

acclrate

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com
170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132
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Planning
Season

From garden beds to
outdoor living bliss—the time
to start the process is Nnow.

Call us at 540.338.7190 for
a free design consultation.

RooEy

WiLoWoob

LA NDSCAPE

540.338.7190

;‘*' %r 200 East Main Street, Purcellville
; 2 0 . wildwoodlandscape.com

MAINTAIN




"m On The Mar k.et...with Sam

703-408-4261  View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

T here S NO place 11ke...

S ———

Paeonian Sprmgs —
$1,650,000:~JUST-SOLD =

40 Berlin Turnpike,_l.-ovettsville

' purcellville
$824,900 - Immediate Delivery! —

$649,000 - JUST-SOLE
STOP THE PURR-ESSES! ?

Homeless cats are looking
for their fur-ever humans!
Adopt from the Humane
Society of Loudoun County!

$1,650,000 - JUST SOLD

Are you receiving our bi-weekly newsletter? We include Community News & Events, Coming Soon Homes,
Videos and MORE! Please visit our website onthemarketloudoun.com to subscribe.

On The Market Properties

: -'I Sam Fisher, Principal Broker, Realtor®
Curt Schaber, Realtor®

3 ‘& Marci Huber, Realtor®

t'-' .8 Mary Kakouras, Associate Broker
Sam Fisher, Realtor® Please Call 703-408-4261 | On The Market Properties | Bluemont, VA Curt Schaber
Principal Broker Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA Realtor®
Bluemont Resident Round Hill Resident
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com Ei@ @ B @onthemarketloudoun [ @onthemarketprop =

Schabercurt@yahoo.com



