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zoning staff, the Commission decided, 
on Dec. 12, to recommend denial of the 
proposed amendments. In the resolution, 
the Commission explained that its denial 
is due to the limited scope of the Board’s 
direction and sent its resolution of denial 
with six recommendations for the Board’s 
consideration.

“I think having some substance as 
to why we’re not approving what they 
wanted is a better way of communicating 
to [the Board],” Commissioner Dale Polen 
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BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

Changes in data center zoning took 
center stage at the Loudoun County 
Planning Commission’s Dec. 12 public 
hearing and work session.

The Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors began discussions about chang-
ing data center zoning ordinances in the 
spring of 2022. At its Feb. 6, 2024, busi-
ness meeting, the Board approved the 
project plan for a joint Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment (CPAM) and Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment (ZOAM). The 
project plan split the project into two 
phases. The Data Center Standards and 
Locations CPAM and ZOAM, which was 
discussed at the Commission’s Dec. 12 
meeting, is part of phase one of the plan.

The amendments would make it more 
difficult for developers to obtain approval 
for new data centers. Data centers would 
be designated as a conditional use in 
three place types where they are currently 

a core use and as a special exception use 
in three place types where they are cur-
rently a permitted use by-right.

At a Planning Commission public hear-
ing on Sept. 24, commissioners heard 27 
public speakers. According to a planning 
and zoning staff memorandum, some 
speakers supported the amendments 
while others expressed opposition. 

Those opposed cited concerns “that 
adoption could negatively affect existing 
and pipeline data centers, hinder data 
center campus expansions, create uncer-
tainty within the development industry, 
and drive data center projects to other 
jurisdictions.” 

“Business investment is the foundation 
of Loudoun’s thriving economy, and data 
centers have been pivotal to this suc-
cess” said Matt Leslie, Senior Planning 
and Development Manager at Bowman 
Consulting. “The amendments before 
you tonight will not only impact the data 

center industry but will also reverberate 
across all sectors of Loudoun’s industry.”

Those in favor expressed sentiments 
that “the amendments would help the 
County address resident concerns on 
the impact of data centers on residential 
neighborhoods.”

“I don’t see data centers as the harm-
less and risk-free money tree that some 
people seem to suggest that they are,” 
Loudoun resident and climate advocate 
Chris Tandy said. “Data centers are gob-
bling up huge amounts of land and going 
into places where people don’t want 
them, like near residential areas, near 
malls, along Route 7, and I even saw one 
application that would be near the metro 
station.”

After discussions with Supervisor 
Michael Turner (D-Ashburn), Executive 
Director of the Department of Economic 
Development Buddy Rizer, the county 
attorney’s office, and planning and 

BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

 On Dec. 18, 2024, Gov. Glenn Youngkin addressed the 
General Assembly’s Joint Money Committee to present 
his proposed amendments to the 2024-2026 biennial 
budget bill.

“Virginia is roaring. Our collective bold actions are 
working,” Youngkin began. “And as a result of our work 
together, Virginia is growing, Virginia is leading, and 
Virginia is winning.”

“Let’s keep going. Let’s keep Virginia winning,” Youn-
gkin said, reminding the committee how far the state 
has come. “When we started all of this in 2021, Virginia 
was bottom third in the nation in job growth. More busi-
nesses were leaving than coming. Over 23,000 small 
businesses were shuttered in 2021. 

“Today, everything is different. This year, Virginia was 
named the Top State in America for Business by CNBC, 
and just this week, we were named by Business Facilities 

state of the year, the best place to locate a business.  
Businesses have committed nearly $90 billion in cap-

ital to build factories, expand facilities, develop supply 
chains,” Youngkin said. “And last year, for the first time 
in 10 years, we saw more people move to the Common-
wealth than away from the Commonwealth to the other 
49 states. Together, we can all be proud that Virginia is 
a place where people want to live and work and raise a 
family.”

“I’m presenting this morning a reforecast for 2025 
and 2026 that incorporates $3.2 billion of incremental 
revenue over the biennium … This new December fore-
cast reflects a 4.1% growth over 2024, followed by a 2.5% 
growth in 2026. This 4.1% growth rate compares to the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

Planning Commission recommends 
denial of zoning changes
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“Let’s keep Virginia winning” — Gov. Youngkin 
proposes amendments to 2024-2026 budget

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How 
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane. 
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out 
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around 
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner 
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday  
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is 
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their 
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you 
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
540-687-3608

huntcountrypropane.com

Less • Local • Honest



211 EAST MAIN STREET • PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA

540-338-2613 • KSAKitchens.com
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Mike Dunn, President of the Luck-
etts Ruritan Club, awarded Holly Heider 
Chapple, owner of Hope’s Flower Farm 
on Stumptown Road, the Club’s Citizen 
of the Year at the organization’s Annual 
Awards Dinner.  The event was held on 
Tuesday, Dec. 10, at Raspberry Falls Golf 
and Hunt Club in Leesburg.

The Citizen of the Year 
award is given to an indi-
vidual in Lucketts who has 
demonstrated exceptional 
citizenship and commitment 
to the community.  “Holly 
has made her farm on Stump-
town Road a destination not 
only for her customers, but 
for the community as well,” 
said Dunn when presenting 
the award. 

“Hope’s Flower Farm is 
much more than a winery, 
gift shop, and flower busi-
ness; it is a resource for 
organizations that work to 
support the needs of the local commu-
nity,” Dunn said.  

Chapple is a native of Loudoun where 
she grew up on her parents 100-acre farm 
in Lovettsville. She has a career in floral 
design and is a renowned educator in the 
floral industry. With her late husband, 
Evan, Holly purchased the 25-acre Hope 
Flower Farm property on Stumptown 
Road in 2015. Together they had a shared 

vision for making it a floral business and 
an event destination.  

Since his passing it has become not 
only a place for celebrations, but also for 
healing.  Bringing the beauty and power 
of flowers into people’s everyday life is 
Chapple’s mission.  

This has inspired her to share the beauty 
and serenity of her property with organi-
zations that support the healing needs 
of individuals, families, and communi-
ties.  “Here at Hope Flower Farm, we truly 
just want to use flowers to help nurture, 
inspire, and keep people moving forward,” 
said Chapple. To learn more about Hope 
Flower Farm & Winery visit their website 
at www.hopeflowerfarm.com.

Contact us today at (540) 687-3608
or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com

PO Box 309 Middleburg, VA 20118-0188
LC# MD HVACR 01-2278

Are you paying too
much for Propane?  
Call Hunt Country

Propane today!

WE’RE LOCAL. WE’RE LOCAL. 
WE’RE LESS. WE’RE LESS. 

WE’RE HONEST.WE’RE HONEST.
n We believe all customers should be paying the same 

low price for propane.
 No games. No hidden charges.
n Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.
n A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more! 
n We Sell and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Lucketts Ruritan Club Awards 
Citizen of the Year to Chapple

To mark its 60th anniver-
sary, Pond Roofing & Exteri-
ors has provided a new roof 
free of charge to Mrs. Tilton, 
a well-loved and deserving 
member of the community. 
Known as the “neighbor-
hood mom,” Mrs. Tilton has 
spent years opening her home 
to local children, offering 
them a safe and supportive 
environment.

A retired school bus driver 
and cancer survivor, Mrs. Til-
ton has touched many lives 
with her kindness and resil-
ience. Despite her efforts, 
recent challenges made it 
difficult for her to maintain 
her home, leaving her in need of 
assistance. Recognizing her contri-
butions and current circumstances, 
Pond Roofing chose her as the 2024 
roof giveaway recipient.

“Mrs. Tilton has given so much to 
others, and we’re honored to support 
her now when she needs it most,” 
said Patrick Readyhough, President, 
Pond Roofing & Exteriors.

NoVa hero receives free roof 
from Pond Roofing & Exteriors
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Public order (courts, policing, jails,) 
land records, managing land use via 
zoning, some aspects of public health, 
roads and bridges, probate, elections, 
taxation.

Outside the Box

You might think that I’m delusional, 
but consider government activities that 
might be privatized and you come up 
with a lengthy list: Parks, water and 
sewer, libraries, the dog pound, and 
to an extent, schools. Even some of 
government’s core functions could be 
managed by others— maintaining land 
records is an example.

Perhaps you assert that the govern-
ment can do all such things itself, at 
a cheaper and more efficient manner 
than the private sector. Anybody who’ve 
had any contact with government at 
any level knows that’s not reality. Most 
governments, at any level, epitomize 
inefficiency. 

On the other hand, most governments 
have good intentions and mean well. 
Nevertheless, the study of organiza-
tional theory (a Master’s-Level course) 
concludes that an organization’s prime 
directives become permanence, power 
and growth. A very readable and short 
primer about this is “Up the Organi-
zation,” by former Avis CEO Robert 
Townsend. 

Metrics
One primary measure that may 

indicate government bloat: County 
spending per capita. With this data, I 
compared Loudoun to two suburban 
counties (Fairfax and Prince William) 
and to three rural counties (Clarke, 
Fauquier, and Frederick.) 

A disclaimer: I used Google to get all 
the numbers and I won’t vouch for com-
plete accuracy. I also lack the meticu-
lous detail of accountants. Be that as it 
may, here’s what I see.

County Spending

The three rural counties spend an 
average of $4,500 per capita. Fairfax 

and PW, the other suburban counties, 
spend an average of $9,100 per cap-
ita. This rural vs suburban comparison 
is meaningful, but I’ll leave that for 
another day.

But what of Loudoun? Our county 
spends $15,700 per capita, 70% more 
than the comparable suburban coun-
ties. Alarm bells ring. People gasp. Why 
such profligacy?  

In very general terms, I posit that 
Loudoun government simply does too 
many things. We are burdened by a 
government that provides many luxu-
ries. Perhaps “nonessentials” is a less-
fraught term.

A Luxury Non-essential in the Making

The County is now exploring the idea 
of it’s creating an Arts Center. It would 
house visual art, which I love, and per-
forming arts, which I loathe. I should 
explain that last comment.

My mother was deeply involved with 
theater and opera. When a play’s cast 
included a youngster, I was usually 
tapped for the role. That was a kick, 
but it did not inculcate me with a love 
of theater. Quite the opposite, actually. 
Actors in a live performance must proj-
ect their voices to reach the back of the 
house and overly emote. I didn’t—and 
don’t—like this at all; it just feels fake.

Opera seems to be a play with a 
soundtrack, and with even more vocal 
projection and excessive emoting. 

Thus, the performing art portion of a 
new arts center is wasted on me. Not so 
the idea of a place for visual art; I’d love 
a place like that (think of Alexandria’s 
Torpedo Factory) but I believe there’s 
a private sector approach that’s better 
and cheaper.

A Place for Visual Art

For the most part, that means paint-
ing, sculpture and video. Let’s think 
big—there are some noted art colonies 
that are home to serious artists and art 
students. Some benefits of an art colony 
are art galleries, art in public spaces, 

art-oriented restaurants, nightlife and 
an enhanced public image. Some exam-
ples: Santa Fe. Black Mountain in North 
Carolina. Provincetown on Cape Cod.

Putting Loudoun in that league would 
be a tall order, but we can try. Our rural 
countryside is a perfect venue. To start, 
find an established artist who’s also a 
teacher, and make that person a great 
offer: A free place to live, a private stu-
dio and spaces for their art students. 
Many farms, especially in the southern 
part of the county, have guest cottages 
and barns that could be modified for art 
use. Surely there are people here who 
have such places, love art and are will-
ing to create the locus for an art cen-
ter. Ego can be a motivator, as with the 
Houston-Picasso Art School.

In addition to finding a place, there’d 
be a lot of work to find the right artist, 
who’d be the bell cow. Start by asking 
Yale’s art department for suggestions. 
(Yale has one of the premier art depart-
ments.) Many ideas come to mind: Start 
with a summer program. Affiliate with a 
university. Form a new non-profit to do 
all these things.

An Unrelated Observation

There was recent bragging that our 
breweries and wineries put $43 million 
into Loudoun’s economy. Total income 
in the County is around $44.6 billion, so 
the powerful beverage  industry gener-
ates less than one-tenth of one percent 
of that. Its economic impact is de mini-
mis,  but it produces an  overwhelming 
number of complaints from residents. 
These places should be more strictly 
reviewed by the Board by requiring Spe-
cial Exceptions for any new ones.  

Charles Houston is a retired office 
building developer who moved from 
Atlanta to Paeonian Springs thirty 
years ago. He often uses the double 
traffic circles at the Route 7/Route 9 
intersection. He has been deeply involved 
in art for many years and in many 
capacities.

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

Years ago, I was driving a rental car 
near Nice, when I came upon something 
I’d never seen: A floral traffic circle. 
Not a plain, generic traffic circle, but an 

over-the-top extravagance 
filled with thousands of 
flowers all abloom. It made 

me smile. Later it made me think, and 
I came up with a truth: A government 
will do anything and every thing if it can 
impose taxes to pay for it—or if it can 
borrow the money.

That’s not a good thing, and I mused 
over the proper scope of government. 

Back in Georgia

Counties in my home state are gov-
erned by County Commissions com-
posed of County Commissioners. That’s 
the same-same as Virginia’s Supervi-
sors. These bodies were first created in 
the 1890’s and were called Commissions 
of Roads and Revenues.

By World War II the name had changed 
to County Commission. I, though, like to 
go back to “Roads and Revenues” and 
think about the necessary core functions 
for a local government. Here are some: 

OPINION

LETTER

Dear Editor:
Boys should never be permitted to 

participate on a girl’s athletic team. 
Everyone knows that transgender girls 
are infiltrating girls’ sports. It is no lon-
ger fair, fun nor safe for the real girls. 

It is not safe for two 
reasons. First—there is a 
greater risk of injury from 

competing with a bigger faster stronger 
male. Second—there is risk of voyeurism 

and sexual adventure from that same 
male. 

It’s not fun when girls have to worry 
about being injured or molested. It is 
not fun when a girl has to hide from the 
spying eyes of a boy in the bathroom or 
locker room. It is not fun when it is no 
longer fair. A boy on a girls’ team is just 
not fair.

Transgender girls are bigger, stronger, 
faster, and inherently more aggressive 

than girls. Please do not allow trans-
gender girls to infiltrate and ruin girls’ 
sports. It is incredible how successful 
girls’ sports have become over the years.

Let’s keep the boys away from girls’ 
sports. If this trend of boys playing on girl’s 
teams continues all the achievements and 
accomplishments of girls’ amateur and 
professional sports will be lost. 

Damon Cable
Purcellville

Let’s keep girls’ sports for biological girls

A Traffic Circle in France
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“Join me for 
‘Co�ee with 
Kathy’ every 

Friday on 
Facebook!”

Kathy Godfrey
Public Relations Manager

For New Heating Systems,
Water Heaters, & Generators

FREE ESTIMATES

NEW YEAR
same great service

571.206.0176
appletoncampbell.com

Built on Trust Since 1976

LAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc
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Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc

Save time and money by hiring the experts. 
We’ll do in days what could take you years. 

www.veteransllc.us 
     540-900-1888  |  veteranslandrescue@gmail.com

FOREST MULCHING - LAND CLEARING
TREE WORK - LAND GROOMING

Transform Your Property with 
Veteran’s Land Rescue

Winter is the perfect season to groom your land.  
Let us make your property look like a park. From land 
grooming and clearing to tree work, reshaping, and 

grading, we add lasting value to your home. 

Call Veteran’s Land Rescue today for  
professional land clearing services you can trust.

BY VALERIE CURY

Council Member Ben Nett took office on Jan. 1. Prior 
to his taking office and after being elected to Town 
Council, he faced an ultimatum that could have forced 

him to choose between his role as a 
town police officer and his elected 
position on the Town Council. The 

deadline given to him by senior management, was Dec. 
3. Nett, true to one of his campaign slogans, ‘Never 
Surrender to Bullies,’ chose neither to bow to pressure 

nor to abandon his commitment to his community. He 
chose to stand his ground.

Nett’s refusal to resign from either post is not only 
a testament to his resolve, it is also entirely legal. 
The Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics Advisory 
Council has upheld his right to run for, and serve on, 
the Town Council while maintaining his position with 
the Purcellville Police Department. Under Virginia 
Code 15.2-1512.2, First Responders are empowered 
to engage in political activity without being forced to 

sacrifice their livelihoods or careers in public service.
The backdrop for this was a new policy, inserted 

within the July 2024 update to the Town of Purcellville 
Employee Handbook, which suddenly demanded that 
no town employee could continue in their position if 
elected to public office. 

Based on the revised Purcellville Employee Hand-
book, Section 10.3.B.1, “No employee shall continue 
in their position with the Town after election to any 
public office in the Town.” 

This newly created policy was inserted into the July 
2024 revision of the handbook, which had not been 
updated since 2005—nearly two decades. Prior to this 
revision, no reference to the new policy existed in the 
handbook and appeared to apply directly to Nett. By the 

Nett stands firm to his campaign 
promise to ‘Never Surrender to Bullies’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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10 S. Greenway Ave 
Boyce, VA 22620

540.837.9351

ALLOW FRESH AIR INTO YOUR HOME 

SPECTRUM™ STORM DOOR 
WITH A RETRACTABLE SCREEN

Otter Creek Millwork.indd   1Otter Creek Millwork.indd   1 7/25/2023   2:55:08 PM7/25/2023   2:55:08 PM

Purcellville Electric LLC
540-338-2424  www.PurcellvilleElectric.com
 Visit Our Website Today! 40 Years of Experience

Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects

Popular Services:  

• Lighting Installation/ Repair/ 

Replacement 

•  Circuit Breaker Panel Installation/ 

Repair/ Upgrades 

• EV Car Charger Installation

 WE'RE HIRING! JOIN OUR TEAM. VISIT OUR WEBSITE TODAY TO APPLY.

On Dec. 5 the newly elected Mayor and Coun-
cil Members were sworn in by Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Gary M. Clemens, to their new seats which 
took effect Jan. 1. Pictured is Mayor Chris Bertaut 
with his sons Carl “Ashu” Bertaut-Strange and 
James Bertaut-Strange. Council Members Ben Nett, 
Susan Khalil, Caleb Stought and Kevin Wright.

Purcellville’s 
newly elected 
Mayor and 
Council 
Members take 
their seats
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703-956-9470
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Locally Owned 
 and Operated

Self-Service Pet Wash
5 for $30

Full-Service 
Grooming

1 Hour Curbside
Pickup

Free Delivery
(order > $35 before 1pm)

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Wishing you and your furry, feathered, 
scaled, and finned pet family a safe and 

Happy New Year.

The Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors has approved the strategic focus 
areas and initiatives that the Board will 
focus on during its current term, which 
ends in December 2027. In addition, the 
Board has approved an updated vision 
statement for Loudoun County.

Every four years when a new Board takes 
office, the Board of Supervisors identi-
fies key focus areas for their term that 

result in various actions 
steps for county staff 
to help accomplish the 
Board’s goals through 

a strategic workplan. The updated stra-
tegic focus areas were informed by the 
Board’s strategic planning retreat in June 
2024, and approved during the Dec. 3 
Board of Supervisors meeting. The Board 
approved six strategic focus areas for the 
2024-2027 term.

Uplifting Loudoun Businesses and Promoting 
New Economic Development

Loudoun is home to the largest con-
centration of data centers in the world, 
which provides tax revenue to the county 
and helps to keep homeowners’ real prop-
erty tax rate low. The Board recognizes 
that the county should continue to focus 
on strengthening existing businesses 
while also identifying and harnessing 

opportunities to diversify the economy. 
The Board acknowledged that the county 
should focus on attracting new industries 
that will ensure the county’s financial 
health.

Meeting Loudoun County’s Diverse Housing 
Needs

The demand for housing across all 
income brackets remains high with par-
ticular needs for attainable housing for 
those earning zero percent to 60% of the 
Area Median Income, particularly those 
earning zero percent to 30% of AMI. The 
Board acknowledged that the county’s 
housing plan in the Loudoun County 2019 
Comprehensive Plan needs to be updated 
to answer key questions regarding the 
promotion of innovative and accessible 
housing, including multi-modal, walk-
able communities tied to transportation 
links, and how to reconcile housing needs 
with the goal of preserving the open 
spaces of Western Loudoun.

Preserving Open Space and the Environment

Two-thirds of Loudoun County is rural 
with a strong agricultural economy. As 
the potential for development in the 
county continues, the Board prioritized 
the need to permanently preserve open 
spaces in western Loudoun to safeguard 

the county’s unique characteristics and 
its rural tourism industries. Concurrently, 
the Board indicated the need to also pri-
oritize needs for more community, neigh-
borhood and district parks for residents 
throughout the county. The county will 
focus on identifying and leveraging all 
available strategies to help achieve this 
strategic priority.

Improving Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and 
Belonging

The county seeks—and has made 
strides—to ensure Loudoun is a welcom-
ing place for all. The Board expressed a 
desire to continue the county’s work in 
this strategic focus area by identifying 
new ways of engaging communities to 
understand their needs and challenges 
and to assure everyone feels they have 
an opportunity for their voice to be 
heard. The Board previously established 
an Office of Equity and Inclusion and 
has had initial discussions regarding the 
potential of establishing a Human Rights 
Commission.

Connecting Loudoun

The Board intends to continue its strate-
gic focus on connecting Loudoun through 
the completion of significant transporta-
tion projects that are already underway. 

Additionally, the Board acknowledged 
the potential benefits resulting from the 
reorganizing the county’s transportation 
projects. This focus area is also intended 
to continually improve the county’s bus 
services by focusing on high-traffic, low-
er-income areas and consideration of 
an on-demand bus program. Consider-
ation of improvements along Rt. 50 could 
help secure federal and state support for 
transportation projects and modes that 
support agritourism.

Community Programs and Services
The Board’s strategic focus areas 

include continuing to explore the best 
ways to assess the needs of the commu-
nity and how to enhance existing pro-
grams and services as well as to develop 
new programs and services that address 
the community’s needs. This strategic 
focus area may include a broad range of 
activities, such as improving the county’s 
delivery of services in the county where 
needs exist, which may require the stra-
tegic location of the county’s service cen-
ters. Additionally, the Board discussed 
improving community members’ abil-
ity to access programs and services by 
addressing barriers, such as cost and any 
impediments for people with disabilities. 
The Board also indicated an interest in 

BOS approves strategic focus areas, initiatives, vision statement

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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Janeen is the owner and principal 
broker of Hunt Country Sotheby’s 
International Realty, with offices in 
Leesburg and Middleburg. She is also 
licensed in West Virginia and  
Maryland and has been selling farms, 
homes, and acreage for 30 years.

Broker & Owner
c 703.401.6465
janeenmarconi.com
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•  Farms
•  Acreage
•  Land Assemblage
•  Conservation Easements
•  Equestrian Facilities
•  Historic Homes

© 2025 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s 
International Realty office is independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, 
omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Nothing compares.

Janeen Marconi

On Dec. 20, Congresswoman Jen-
nifer Wexton (D-VA-10) and Senators 
Tim Kaine and Mark R. Warner (both 
D-VA) celebrated the Senate passage 
of their bipartisan Gabriella Miller 

Kids First Research 
Act 2.0. The bill has 
been a top priority 
of Wexton’s since 

she first came into Congress. The bill 
now heads to President Biden’s desk 
to be signed into law.

The bill reauthorizes federal fund-
ing for the National Institute of 
Health’s Gabriella Miller Kids First 
Pediatric Research Program (Kids 
First), which the senators helped cre-
ate  to support lifesaving research of 
treatments and cures for childhood 
cancer since 2015.

The legislation is named in honor 
of Gabriella Miller, who lived in 
Virginia’s 10th District and was 
diagnosed with an inoperable brain 
tumor and passed away in 2013 at 
the age of 10. Her passionate advo-
cacy for lawmakers to “stop talking, 
start doing” led to the passage of the 
Gabriella Miller Kids First Research 

Act and creation of Ten-Year Pediat-
ric Research Initiative Fund in 2014.

“For as long as I have been serving 
in Congress, I’ve been fighting to 
pass the Gabriella Miller Kids First 
Research Act 2.0 and extend crit-
ical funding for childhood cancer 
research,” said Wexton. 

“I’m so proud that we’ve finally 
gotten this lifesaving bill through 
Congress and on its way to be signed 
into law. This bipartisan bill will 
build on the groundbreaking work of 
the Kids First program and deliver 
much-needed resources to better 
understand, treat, and hopefully one 
day cure childhood cancer. No family 
should have to face the fear and pain 
of their child’s cancer diagnosis, and 
I’m grateful for the partnership of 
Senator Tim Kaine and the remark-
able advocacy of Ellyn Miller and the 
Miller family in honor of Gabriella 
and her fight, to build support for 
this bill,” she said.

“Gabriella Miller was a coura-
geous Virginian who gave her all 
to advocating for those whose lives 
have been touched by childhood 

cancer,” said Kaine. “I’m honored to 
have worked with the Miller Family 
and Congresswoman Wexton on 
this bipartisan legislation to reau-
thorize a crucial pediatric cancer 
research program that was created 
in her honor. I’m glad the Senate 
passed it today and urge President 
Biden to sign it into law as quickly as 
possible.”

“By reauthorizing the research 
program bearing Gabriella Miller’s 
name, we are helping to honor her 
memory, giving hope to families 
facing devastating diagnoses, and 
ensuring that future generations 
have access to the life-saving treat-
ments they deserve,” said Warner.

In 2014, the Gabriella Miller Kids 
First Research Act, which the sen-
ators championed, was signed into 
law by President Obama, establish-
ing the Ten-Year Pediatric Research 
Initiative Fund and authorizing $12.6 
million in annual funds for child-
hood disease research through Fiscal 
Year 2023. 

Since then, Kids First has 
taken tremendous steps towards 

understanding childhood cancer, 
such as establishing the Gabriella 
Kids Resource Center—a compre-
hensive data resource for research 
and patient communities meant to 
advance discoveries. The language 
included in the bill reauthorizes the 
Kids First program for five years.

Cancer continues to kill more chil-
dren in the United States than any 
other disease. Over 15,000 children a 
year are diagnosed with cancer, with 
that number tragically having gradu-
ally risen in recent decades. 

Pediatric cancers often differ 
from adults in the type, how they 
spread, and how it is treated, and 
many children do not respond well 
to conventional adult treatments, 
which frequently cause long term 
health issues and disabilities even in 
circumstances where the cancer is 
successfully cured. Yet while children 
face special hurdles when it comes to 
fighting cancer, less than 8% of cur-
rent government funding for cancer 
is geared specifically towards devel-
oping treatments and cures for child-
hood cancer and other rare diseases.

Senate passes Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act 2.0
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We’re popping the Champagne (along with other 
sparklers) for our first wine dinner of 2025! 

5-course menu will be paired with delicious  
sparkling wines from around the globe! 

JANUARY 15TH
7 PM

$150 ALL INCLUSIVE 

W W W.T U S K I E S . C O M

TUSCARORA MILL

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

BY TIM JON

You can rest assured: you will never 
see me enjoying full use of this local 
facility, at least not in the present life-
time. Having been diagnosed with what 
appears, now, to be a lifelong case of 
vertigo, I became noticeably dizzy just 
navigating my way ‘round the place, and 
taking a handful of pictures. Now, that 

being said, I was at the 
same time lured into the 
beautiful geometry of the 
surfaces before me—quite 
unlike any other natural 
or man-made attraction in 
Loudoun County, Virginia. 

The Skate Plaza at Catoctin Park origi-
nally opened in 1998, with a re-opening 
some 20 years down the line—in a new 
and improved condition. 

The task of describing the formation 
of the dips, curves, humps and swirls 
offered to the would-be skaters would 
be more difficult, at least for me, than 
coming up with word-pictures to cre-
ate an image of a Lockheed SR-71—the 
legendary Mach 3 reconnaissance plane 
from the 1960’s. The Blackbird looks like 
a Salvador Dali-inspired icepick. I’m still 
working on a good verbal schematic of 
the local roller-skating facility. 

I have no doubt that these two futuristic 

artifacts—the plane and the park—require 
an incredibly high level of skill in the par-
ticipant. I would also assume that the 
sensations of flight imparted by these 
two vastly different ‘craft’ are quite unlike 
anything else on (or off!) the earth. 

Now I loved bicycle riding as a younger 
(and more levelheaded, at least 
medically speaking) person and 
I’d often cover 15 miles or more, 
after a strenuous workout in my 
home ‘gym.’ But I always loved 
the sense of grounded-ness—that 
literal contact with the earth—
and yet, I have nothing but admi-
ration for those who choose to fly, 
the pilots, skydivers, gymnasts 
and yes, those brave young kids 
who learn how to navigate just 
about any kind of surface (even 
the lack thereof!) on a contraption 
known as a skate board—or other 
wheeled device for similar purposes. I lit-
erally feel a loss of balance in just watch-
ing these gravitational magicians. 

I can only imagine the level of agility 
attained and enjoyed by these individu-
als (including my Dad who had a private 
pilot’s license before graduating high 
school around 1940, mind you. This heav-
enward ambition led him, and millions of 
others, thankfully into earth-shattering 

events, the reverberations of we still feel 
to this day.) So, when I pass by the Cato-
ctin Skate Park in Leesburg, Virginia, I 
do so with the memories of those who’ve 
gone further and higher and faster and in 
more gravitational configurations than I 
care to imagine. 

And who knows? Some of our future 
aviation heroes may be yesterday or 
today’s skateboarding champions, or 
‘mere’ apprentices. Roll and fly well and 
safely, all of you, braver than I. 

And you—if you’d like to enjoy a good 
case of the ‘heebie-jeebies,’ you could 
do a lot worse than to grab a section of 
park bench and spend a couple of hours 
enjoying the talents of some of our 

young athletes at this local facility—
located along Catoctin Circle—adjacent 
to the Loudoun County Volunteer Res-
cue Squad building, a few blocks west of 
Market Street. 

Use of drugs is prohibited at the site, 
but you might want to pick up a few tab-
lets of meclizine on the way home, just 
to make sure your feet are really on the 
ground. And, if you’re anything like me, 
you can be very thankful to enjoy the full 
force of the gravitational pull offered by 
our planet. I feel better already. 

And, you know? Come to think of it, 
it took a few more words, but I guess we 
didn’t do too badly in our verbal descrip-
tion of the local skate park, did we? At 
least we refrained from using phrases 
like, “It rocks, Dude,” or, more to my 
generation, “It’s really cool!” But it most 
definitely is both of those, as well. 

Postscript: I mentioned experience 
with vertigo at the top of the story: just 
to clarify, I’ve been working full-time 
for the US Postal Service in a very active 
position, despite the intermittent sen-
sations—usually a feeling of falling and 
spinning at the same time, usually only 
upon waking. I’m fine for everyday sit-
uations, but I’ll never be good with any 
kind of heights or sudden, cliff-like for-
mations. I thank heaven the Grand Can-
yon is not located in Loudoun County, 
Virginia.    

 TIM JON

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: Catoctin Skate Park 
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BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

Humility comes from the Latin 
word humilis, which literally means low. 
But as a virtue, humility is often misper-
ceived as being something that is unde-

sirable or unattainable. 
How is appearing small or 
insignificant or worthless 
in relation to others an 
attractive quality? To the 
contrary, truly humble 
people are strong in that 
they possess the capacity 

to deflect self-importance in the ser-
vice of others or a greater good. Jesus, 
Mother Theresa, Gandhi and Buddha 
are exemplars and ultimate definitions 
of humility. But for most of us, figuring 
out how, when and where humility fits 
in our lives can seem like an arduous 
undertaking.

Going back to our hunter-gatherer 
ancestors and the days of self-preserva-
tion, evolutionary psychologists believe 
that we all possess a hardwired or nat-
ural tendency for self-advancement. 
Makes sense to me, who doesn’t want to 
live in a nice house? Who doesn’t want 
to drive a nice car? Who doesn’t want 
to get promoted? Who doesn’t want to 
have excess money to take nice vaca-
tions or to buy nice things? And what 
parent doesn’t want their child to do 
as well or better in life then they did in 
terms of status?

But while having a drive to excel is a 
good thing, our life and work goals and 
priorities can also become compromised 
by the high value our culture places on 
personal status and wealth if we’re not 
careful. Less attractive qualities such as 
fear, discrimination, grandiosity, jeal-
ousy, racism, narcissism, cynicism, big-
otry can all serve to inhibit humility.

There’s an old Italian proverb that 
reads, “Once the game is over, the King 
and the pawn go back in the same box.” 
While there are multiple interpreta-
tions to this proverb, I think it’s a nice 
reminder that we’re all equal after “the 
game” of life is over; death is, after all, 
the great equalizer regardless of your 
station in life. I also think it’s a reminder 
that we are united in this world of ours 
as humans and on the same team and 
that we all matter equally.

Research in this area has shown that 
the value and virtue of humility is price-
less when it comes to personal and pro-
fessional success and wellbeing. Studies 
have specifically shown that humble 
people have stronger and longer lasting 
personal relationships. They are more 
effective leaders, have greater toler-
ance for differences in others and lower 
rates of prejudice. Also, they have lower 
rates of anxiety and other psychological 
problems and higher rates of reported 
happiness and wellbeing. 

The perception that humble people 

are passive or weak or unsuccessful 
isn’t supported by the research where 
studies have shown that humility is a 
distinguishing trait of CEOs of major 
organizations and corporations.

Moreover, research studies on kind-
ness have repeatedly shown significant 
benefits to being kind.  Kindness can 
improve mood and can increase self-es-
teem, compassion and empathy. Those 
who practice kindness have lower rates 
of stress and better relationships com-
pared to those who do not place an 
emphasis on kindness. And the physi-
cal health benefits of kindness are pro-
found.  Those who value kindness have 
stronger immune systems, age slower, 
live longer, and have lower rates of car-
diovascular disease.  

In striving for increased humility 
and kindness in 2025, it’s important to 
remember that changing or reframing 
the way you think is a process, and one 
that takes effort and time. Just like you 
shouldn’t expect to have the physique 
you aspire to have after only going to 
the gym for a few times, don’t expect 
yourself to change your thought pat-
terns, feelings or relational style in a 
short time.

Here are a few ideas to consider if 
you’d like to live a humbler and kinder 
life in the coming year:

•	 Recognize your faults and 
shortcomings

•	 Go last
•	 Spend more time Listening than 

talking
•	 Try to understand others more 

than trying to get others to 
understand you

•	 Ask questions
•	 Acknowledge what you don’t know 

or do well and ask for advice
•	 Confront your biases and 

prejudices
•	 Praise others and give 

compliments
•	 Ask for feedback
•	 Anonymously do a kind deed or 

two for someone daily
•	 Be thankful for all that you have
And with how divided things are in 

the U.S. these days, I think this is an 
excellent time to try out more humility 
and kindness in your life. Sure, there is 
always going to be disagreement when 
it comes to complex topics, but I would 
argue that getting along with others via 
humility and kindness will serve you 
better than holding steadfast to a posi-
tion and to being right.

Here’s to making humility and kind-
ness a priority in your life in 2025!

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. 
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in private 
practice. He can be reached at 703-723-
2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline 
Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.

 George C. Marshall House designated as a 
National Park Service affiliated area

U.S. Representative Jennifer Wexton 
(D-VA-10) and U.S. Senators Mark R. Warner 
and Tim Kaine (both D-VA) applauded the 

Senate passage of legisla-
tion to designate the General 
George C. Marshall House 

in Leesburg, known as Dodona Manor, as an 
affiliated area under the National Park Ser-
vice, on Dec. 20. 

The lawmakers have advocated for years for 
an official designation, which would provide 
new resources to preserve and celebrate Gen-
eral Marshall’s legacy at the site, including 
technical assistance to support restoration 
efforts, accessibility improvements, and new 
programming.

“Dodona Manor has a clear historic value 
to our nation and turning it into an affiliated 
area under NPS is a fitting way to honor Gen-
eral Marshall’s life and legacy,” said the law-
makers. “We’re glad our legislation to help 
make that happen was passed by the Senate 
today and hope to see this designation come 

to fruition.”
General Marshall led a lifetime of public 

service, serving as Chief of Staff to the Army 
during America’s entry into World War II, as 
Secretary of State where he orchestrated the 
historic Marshall Plan to rebuild Europe fol-
lowing the war, and as Secretary of Defense 
after the onset of the Korean War.

Dodona Manor is currently registered as a 
National Historic Landmark by the Depart-
ment of the Interior and has been designated 
by the Commonwealth of Virginia as a Vir-
ginia Landmark.

The Marshall House has been an integral 
part of the Leesburg community for over 
two centuries. General Marshall and his wife 
Katherine purchased the property in 1941 as 
a weekend retreat house, and regularly spent 
time at the property throughout General 
Marshall’s tenure as Secretary of State and 
Secretary of Defense.

Today, the property hosts international 
exchanges, historical exhibits, community 
events, and educational programming about 
the life and legacy of the Marshall family.

Jacqueline Marsh has been selected as the 
first director of Loudoun County’s Office 
of  Real Property Asset Management and 
Planning, County Administrator Tim Hem-
street has announced. Marsh, who currently 

serves as an assistant direc-
tor in the county’s Depart-
ment of Planning and 

Zoning, begins her new role Jan. 2.
The Office of Real Property Asset Manage-

ment and Planning was created earlier this 
year within the Office of the County Admin-
istrator to focus on the county’s land strategy and to manage the acqui-
sition and disposition of land.

“Ms. Marsh has shown exceptional leadership since joining the 
county in 2016, demonstrated by her continual promotions within the 
Department of Planning and Zoning based on her excellent perfor-
mance,” said Hemstreet. 

“She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience that will continue 
to serve Loudoun in this important new role that will require coordi-
nation of complex work among many stakeholders including property 
owners, the Board of Supervisors and departments across the county 
government,” he said.

Let’s make 2025 a winning year through humility and kindness!

George C. Marshall House designated  
as a National Park Service affiliated area

Marsh to head Loudoun 
Office of Real Property Asset 
Management and Planning

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Submitted by Joshua Wolinski, Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor

You may spend many decades contributing 
to your IRA and 401(k), but eventually you 
will likely need to take the money out—in 
fact, you must take the money out or face 
penalties. What should you know about 
these mandatory withdrawals?
	 Here are some of the basics:
	 • What are they called? Mandatory 

withdrawals are technically 
called required minimum 
distributions, or RMDs.
	 • When must I take 
RMDs? If you were born 
before 1951, you’ve prob-
ably already begun taking 
RMDs. If you were born 

between 1951 and 1959, your RMD age is 
73. And if you were born in 1960 or later, 
your RMD age is 75. You can postpone 
accepting your first RMD until April 1 of 
the year after you reach your RMD age, but 
this will result in two RMDs for the year. 
After you take your first RMD, you must 
take subsequent ones by December 31 of 
each year.

	 • What penalties will be assessed if I 
don’t take all my RMDs? For every dollar 
not withdrawn, the IRS will charge a 25% 
penalty, but this can drop to 10% if you 
subsequently withdraw the correct amount 
within two years.
	 • Which accounts have RMDs? RMDs 
apply to traditional IRAs, as well as other 
types of IRAs, including SIMPLE and SEP 
IRAs. RMDs don’t apply to Roth IRAs. 
RMDs also apply to traditional 401(k)s, but 
not Roth 401(k)s.
	 • Can I withdraw more than the RMD 
for any given year? Yes, you are free to 
take out as much as you want. However, 
if you take out more than the RMD for 
one year, you can’t apply the excess to the 
RMD for the next year. 
	 • How are RMDs calculated? Typ-
ically, your RMDs are determined by 
dividing your account balance from the 
prior December 31 by a life expectancy 
factor published by the IRS. Your financial 

professional should be able to perform this 
calculation for you.
	 • If I have multiple accounts, do I have 
to take an RMD from each one? If you are 
taking RMDs from a traditional IRA, you 
must calculate each RMD individually, but 
you can take the total amount from one or 
more IRAs. If you’re taking RMDs from a 
401(k) or similar plan, you must take the 
RMD from each of your accounts. 
	 • How are RMDs taxed? You are typi-
cally taxed at your income tax rate on the 
amount of the withdrawn RMD. You may 
be able to avoid taxes in a particular year 
if you transfer your RMDs to a qualified 
charity in what’s known as a qualified char-
itable distribution. 
	 • If I inherit an IRA or 401(k), am I 
subject to RMDs? Yes. When you take 
RMDs from an inherited account, you gen-
erally must withdraw all the funds within 
10 years, as opposed to over your lifetime, 
which is the RMD window that applies to 

your own accounts. The rules are somewhat 
different if you inherit an IRA or 401(k) 
from your spouse. In any case, though, 
you’ll want to consult with your tax advisor 
about how to take RMDs from an inherited 
account. 
	 If you’re already subject to RMDs, 
be sure you’ve taken them before the year 
ends. And if you haven’t yet started taking 
RMDs, learn as much as you can about 
them — because the more you know, the 
more likely you’ll make the right moves at 
the right time.
	 Remember, your individual financial 
goals and questions deserve individual 
attention. If you think you might need spe-
cific financial advice, please reach out to a 
local financial advisor.

This article was written by Edward Jones for 
use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones. Member SIPC.

Joshua Wolinski | (540) 338-2291 | joshua.
wolinski@edwardjones.com. 
“Aligning your financial future with your 
personal goals, wants, and wishes.”

JOSHUA
WOLINSKI

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

What should you know about RMDs?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »

BY NAOMI FRASER 

Christmas Eve at LAX and chaos go 
hand in hand. Long lines, delayed flights, 
and anxious travelers collide to create a 
hectic holiday rush. But for TSA agent 
Ethan Kopek (Taron Egerton), Christmas 

Eve is just another day on 
the job. That is until he 
encounters a mysterious 
traveler (Jason Bateman) 
who presents him with 
a terrifying ultimatum: 
allow a dangerous bag 
through security or watch 
his girlfriend Nora (Sofia 

Carson) die. Now trapped in a scheme 
that could destroy hundreds of lives, 
Ethan must race against the clock (and a 

team of highly trained criminals) to keep 
the carry-on bag from going up in the air. 
Thrilling, fast-paced, and intense, Carry 
On is a Netflix must-watch that capti-
vates from beginning to end.

While many factors play into Carry 
On’s overarching intrigue, its use of 
power reversals between Ethan and the 
Traveler ranks as number one. When the 
Traveler begins his blackmailing cam-
paign, he holds all the power: if Ethan 
disobeys, his girlfriend dies. 

But as our hero gains confidence and 
discovers creative ways to undermine 
his opponent, a battle for control breaks 
out. When one side has the upper hand, 
the other launches a surprise attack that 
throws everything out of balance. This 

oscillation between gaining and losing 
the advantage keeps audiences engaged 
and on edge—we can never fully cel-
ebrate Ethan’s wins knowing that the 
Traveler’s next move is right around the 
corner. 

The anxiety the power reversals induce 
strengthens when met with the film’s 
unpredictable nature. Carry On’s writers 
take special care to eliminate every obvi-
ous solution to Ethan’s dilemma early 
on. Whenever you think “What if Ethan 
just did A, B, or C?” the Traveler unveils 
an obstacle that renders the idea useless. 

The filmmakers force us to reckon 
with the helplessness of the situation—
there is no easy way out for Ethan. As 
a result, how the remainder of the film 
plays out is completely up in the air. The 
audience cannot predict what’s going 
to happen from moment to moment, 
allowing every twist and turn to feel sur-
prising and fun. 

Carry On also employs dramatic irony 

to enhance the story. While the audience 
is privy to the nightmare Ethan endures, 
everyone around him remains unaware. 
As the Traveler keeps Ethan silent 
through blackmail, misunderstandings 
arise and drive wedges between Ethan 
and the people he cares about, instilling 
viewers with a desire to jump through the 
screen and show his family and friends 
the truth. The frustration the dramatic 
irony fosters enhances the audience’s 
engagement with the film. The more 
Ethan unwillingly ruins his relation-
ships, the more invested we become in 
his fight to restore balance. 

While the plot is fast-paced and excit-
ing, it represents only a fraction of what 
Carry On is really about. The film’s inter-
play between its inner and outer stories 
allows it to transcend the basic plot and 
effectively convey its theme. The exter-
nal story covers the central premise: a 
TSA agent is blackmailed into allowing a 

NAOMI 
FRASER

Rating: 5/5

Carry On: A Holiday Thriller 
That’s Anything but Jolly
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Randall receives Scull Metropolitan 
Public Service Award

Growth forecasts guide Loudoun’s long-term planning
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GOVERNMENTIS YOUR HOME READY FOR WINTER?

www.pondroofing.com  703.573.8000

$1,005 OFF* 
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*Minimum project $9900. Promotional offers 

cannot be combined. Sale Ends 1/31/25.

550+
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• WINDOWS  

• REPAIRS
• DOORS   
• GUTTERS

FREE 
INSPECTIONS

At the Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments (MWCOG) 2024 Business Meeting 
& Awards Reception on Dec. 11, Loudoun County 
Chair At-Large Phyllis J. Randall was presented 
with the Elizabeth and David Scull Metropolitan 
Public Service Award. 

The Scull Public Service Award 
is annually conferred upon 
an elected official serving an 

MWCOG jurisdiction. It is given in the memory 
of former Montgomery County Councilmembers 
Elizabeth and David Scull, and is considered the 
highest award the Council of Governments can 
bestow. 

This year, the award was presented to the Chair 
by D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser and D.C. Council 
Chairman Phil Mendelson. Said Chair Randall, 
“I am humbled and honored to receive the Scull 

Public Service Award, and I will continue to work 
with my regional colleagues to ensure the DMV is 
a wonderful place to live, work, and play. 

“Fluid regional collaboration is what makes is 
what makes the D.C. metropolitan area a flourish-
ing place for businesses and families alike. I look 
forward to working with my fellow MWCOG mem-
bers in the new year,” she said.

Randall thanked Clark Mercer, Executive Direc-
tor of the Council of Governments, Mayor Bowser, 
and, Chairman Mendelson, as well as the Metro-
politan Council of Governments for their contin-
ued support. 

A special thanks was also issued to Loudoun 
County Executive Tim Hemstreet and county staff, 
Chair Randall’s office staff, and to the citizens of 
Loudoun County, whom she is most honored to 
serve. 

The Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors approved a set of guide-
lines during its Dec. 3, meeting that is 
intended to help the county plan for 
future growth and associated needs. 
The guidelines, recommended by the 

county’s Fiscal Impact Committee, 
include updated long-range forecasts 
for residential and nonresidential 
development, population, households 
and employment, which are considered 
by the Board of Supervisors and the 

county’s planners on a regular basis.

Residential Development Forecasts

As of 2024, residential development 
in Loudoun County, which includes both 
owned and rental units, is estimated to 

have 150,656 housing units, reflecting 
a 6.0% increase, or 8,582 additional 
units, since 2020. The guidelines project 
an additional 35,952 residential units, 
23.9%, will be built by 2050.

Nonresidential Development Forecasts

Nonresidential development in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

From L to R: Little River Supervisor Laura TeKrony, Loudoun County Chair 
Phyllis Randall and DC Mayor Muriel Bowser.

Randall was also a member of the nominating committee for 
MWCOG’s 2025 Corporate Officers. Members Denise Mitchell, 
Catherine Read, Kenyan McDuffie, and Michael O’Connor were 
officially named, and will begin serving in their new official capac-
ities next year.
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Loudoun County is breaking ground on 
a new $16.6 million 20,500-square-foot 
Crisis Receiving and Stabilization Center 
that will provide around-the-clock care, 
including urgent psychiatric care, for 
adults who are experiencing a behavioral 
health crisis.

The future CRSC will operate 365 days 
of the year, with 10 beds for people who 
are experiencing a behavioral health 
crisis that requires stabilization and 16 

“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

Executives

Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S
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New Year with a 
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194 N 21st St., Purcellville
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DesignedKitchens

From Cabinets  
& Countertops  
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Well, stress no more. 
I make Medicare sign-up and 
annual review EASY. And, my 
service is FREE. I guide you 
through the Medicare process: 

STRESSING ABOUT 
MEDICARE?

703-930-5705   jeff@mpgroup.org

Hospital 
Stays

Part A
Medicare 

Advantage

Part C
Doctor
Visits
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RX 

Drugs
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Call me. I’m here to help make 
Medicare as easy as possible.

Warner & Kaine celebrate Inflation 
Reduction Act’s cap on drug costs

Loudoun 
expanding 
behavioral health 
crisis services

GOVERNMENT

On Dec. 30, U.S. Senators Mark R. 
Warner and Tim Kaine (both D-VA) 
celebrated a provision of the Inflation 
Reduction Act  that will go into effect 
on Jan. 1, to cap out-of-pocket costs 
for prescription drugs at  $2,000 per 
year  for Americans with Medicare 

Part D. The cap will 
apply to individuals’ 
combined, total costs 

for covered drugs—regardless of how 
many medications they need. Some 
estimates have shown that Virgin-
ians on Medicare will save an average 
of $440.62 on out-of-pocket costs on 
prescription drugs thanks to this cap.

“The  Inflation Reduction Act  has 
already made a huge difference in 
the lives of Virginians. It’s capped 
the price of insulin at $35 per month 
for seniors, lowered health care and 
energy costs, brought millions of dol-
lars in investment to Virginia, and 
created manufacturing jobs—all while 
lowering the deficit,”  said the sena-
tors. “We’re thrilled that beginning in 
2025, Americans on Medicare will have 
a $2,000 per year out-of-pocket cap 
on prescription drugs. Many seniors 
currently pay thousands of dollars a 
year for medications they need, so this 
provision is crucial to saving them  

money. We will keep working to build 
on this progress and ensure that 
Virginia harnesses all the benefits of 
the Inflation Reduction Act.”

In 2025, the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services is also expected 
to announce 15 more Medicare Part D 
drugs for negotiation. The IRA allowed 
CMS to negotiate the price of prescrip-
tion drugs for the first time—a move 
Warner and Kaine had long pushed 
for. This year, the Biden Administra-
tion announced negotiated prices for 
the first 10 drugs for patients covered 
by Medicare Part D. The negotiated 
prices for the first 10 drugs, which will 
go into effect in 2026, will save $1.5 bil-
lion for Americans with Medicare Part 
D and $6 billion in the federal budget 
in the first year of implementation. CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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The Loudoun Workforce Resource Center 
will host a Loudoun Job Fair on Jan. 15, 11 
a.m.-2 p.m., at the Claude Moore Recreation & 
Community Center, 46105 Loudoun Park Lane 
in Sterling.   

The Loudoun Job Fair will feature more than 
30 local employers with full-time, part-time 
and seasonal job openings in Loudoun County. 
Opportunities are available in the fields of 
aviation, education, food service, health care, 
hospitality, human services, law enforcement, 
local government, recreation, trades, trans-
portation and warehousing.

Job seekers are encouraged to prepare for 
the fair:

•	 Attend an in-person or virtual preparatory 
workshop: “Ready, Set, Go to the Job 
Fair.”Register at wrccareers.eventbrite.
com.

•	 Get a free copy of “Turn a Job Fair Into 
a Job Offer:” Call 703-777-0150 or 
email wrc@loudoun.gov.

•	 Dress professionally and bring multiple 
resume copies to the job fair.

Those planning to attend the job fair are 
encouraged to pre-register at  loudoun.gov/
JobFair. 

Anyone who requires an accommoda-
tion for any disability in order to partici-
pate, should contact the Loudoun Workforce 
Resource Center at 703-777-0150, three days 
in advance.

Call 703-777-0150 or visit loudoun.gov/wrc.

Loudoun County Public 
Library invites teens and adults 
to sign up for its most relaxing 
Winter Reading Challenge to 
date.

Starting Wednesday, Jan. 1, 
participants can register online 
and log their number of hours 
spent reading during January 
and February. Contestants can 
earn up to seven raffle tick-
ets and will be automatically 

entered into a grand-prize 
drawing Friday, Feb. 28. 

One teen and one adult will 
be drawn at each of LCPL’s 
10 branches to win themed 
gift baskets. Winners will be 
contacted in March. Having 
an LCPL library card is not 
required to enter.

For full details and registra-
tion, visit library.loudoun.gov/
winterread.

AFFORDABLE

Expert Tree & Stump Removal
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• Tree Planting
• Lot Clearing
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Middleburg Real Estate
Call Marcy for your 
Real Estate needs

Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WV

540-533-7453
www.MarcyC.com  •  MarcyC@MarcyC.com

Facebook@MarcyCantatore  •  Instagram@MarcyCSells

Atoka Properties 113 N 21st St, Purcellville, VA 20132

Full-Time, Local 
Experience since 1993

Loudoun County 
to host Job Fair 
Jan. 15

Winter Reading 
Challenge for teens  
and adults
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BRMS students continue the 
tradition of learning through giving

LCPL announces annual writing 
contest for teens and adults

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

The Career and Technical Education 
Students at Blue Ridge Middle School 
have contributed for the seventh con-
secutive year to a service-based learn-
ing project that supports local veterans’ 
organizations, Hero Homes. 

Across all three grades, students col-
laborated to prepare “Show Smore Sup-
port,” a special fundraiser for veterans. 
Sixth-grade students in Mrs. Tiffany 
Whalen’s Computer Applications class 

researched different mil-
itary branches and used 
their skills in various 

computer programs to create infographic 
advertisements for the event. 

Eighth grade students in Mr. Brian 
Tompkins’ Technical Education class 
learned the proper precautions and pro-
cedures for fire safety. They then assem-
bled and tested the marshmallow roasters 
for on-the-spot s’more cooking. The logo 
for the event, used on advertisements and 
flyers, was created by a student in Tomp-
kins’ Technology Education 7 course. 

Seventh and eighth-grade students in 
Mrs. Holly Myers and Mrs. Anna Inns’ 
Family and Consumer Science classes 
measured and packaged the s’more ingre-
dients and managed the finances. This is a 
project-based learning at its finest across 
grade levels and curriculum.

“We are proud to support Hero Homes 
and the work they do in our commu-
nity. The funds raised at the “Show S’more 
Support” event will go towards their latest 
home build in Round Hill. Year after year 
Blue Ridge students have a connection 

in some way to this project and are able 
to see the direct support of this commu-
nity at our event,” said Holly Myers, Fam-
ily and Consumer Sciences Teacher and 
Department Chair.

During the Loudoun Valley High School 
Freshman and Junior Varsity football 
games against Woodgrove on Nov. 4, the 
community rallied to support the cause. 
S’more kits, provided upon donation, 
raised $560. 

Over the years, this initiative has raised 
more than $2,500 for veteran organi-
zations. The funds were donated to a 
local veteran support organization, Hero 
Homes. Hero Homes is a 100% non-
profit organization, based in Purcellville, 
VA, that builds houses in the Western 
Loudoun Community for those who have 
defended freedom and democracy.

On Dec. 12, Sam Chapman, chairman 
of the Hero Homes Board and CEO of 
CaseCo attended the check presentation 
ceremony at Blue Ridge Middle School 
and spoke to a group of 6th, 7th and 8th 
grade students.  Chapman shared his 
special connection with Hero Homes as 
he reflected on his friendship with Spc. 
Stephan Mace through his years as a stu-
dent at Blue Ridge Middle and Loudoun 
Valley High School. Chapman was inspi-
rational in his vision for Hero Homes and 
passion for students to engage with their 
community through meaningful work. 

The BRMS community’s unwavering 
dedication and collaborative energy are 
at the heart of this impactful project.

Loudoun County Public Library invites 
teen and adult customers to enter its 
annual Short Story Contest—which runs 

Sunday, Dec. 15 through 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2025—
for a chance to win a 

cash prize.
This year’s contest encourages par-

ticipants to craft compelling, original 
stories in 3,000 words or less. Whether 

you’re an experienced writer or want 
to try your hand, this is your chance to 
share your voice and imagination with 
the community.

Participants are split into three catego-
ries: middle school, high school and adult. 
Submissions will be accepted online and 
judged according to age group. Cash 
prizes will be awarded to the top three 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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The Loudoun County Environmental 
Commission is calling for nominations 
for the third annual Environmental 
Excellence Awards, honoring individu-
als, businesses, nonprofit organizations 
and educators for their leadership on 

environmental issues. 
Past winners have 
included projects such 

as supporting community recycling 
services, engaging students as young 
naturalists, and volunteering in stream 
protection efforts.

  The nominations should include a 
brief overview of the project or person 
being nominated, information on how 
the project or person contributed to 
the preservation and/or protection of 
Loudoun County’s environment, what 

specific results have been achieved, 
whether the project is sustainable and 
what best practices can be learned from 
the initiative.

 Award Categories

  Nominations are being accepted in 
six categories:

•	 Business
•	 Citizen or Community 

Group (Examples: Nonprofit 
organization, club, homeowners 
association, faith-based group, 
etc.)

•	 Educator – Teacher or School 
employee

•	 Government Employee or 
Program/Team

•	 Lifetime Achievement (Individual)

•	 Student – Individual or Group 
(For a student-initiated project)

People and projects should be nom-
inated for activities that took place 
between January 2024 and February 
2025, with the exception of the Life-
time Achievement award.

The deadline for nominations is 
March 3, 2025. Winners will be noti-
fied in March with presentation of the 
awards scheduled for April at a meeting 
of the Board of Supervisors.

More information, including a link 
to the nomination form, is online 
at loudoun.gov/EnvironmentalAwards.

The  Loudoun County Environmen-
tal Commission  was created by the 
Board of Supervisors in 2021 to advise 
the Board and make recommendations 

on policies and practices related to 
the environment, sustainability and 
energy strategies. Members of the 
commission include representation 
from the community, industry and 
higher education.

Anyone interested in environmen-
tal- and energy-related news from the 
Loudoun County government may sub-
scribe to the Environment & Energy 
category available from the  Notify 
Me/New Flash section of the Loudoun 
County website.

More information about Loudoun 
County’s efforts to increase environ-
mental sustainability and resilience 
for the health, safety and welfare of 
Loudoun residents and businesses is 
available at loudoun.gov/environment.

BY AL VAN HUYCK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
LOUDOUN CEMETERY CONSERVANCY

My wife and I have lived in an 1816 
Historic Farmhouse for over 50 years, 
but it is only a few years ago that we had 
the records searched and found out who 
was the owner who built the house.  And 
it was with much excitement that we 

located his grave at the 
Ketoctin Baptist Church 
and could stand at the 

very site of his resting place amongst 
the honored veterans of the war of 1812.  
It made the connection seem real. We 
worked on the same farm, ate and slept 
in the same rooms as he did with his wife 
and children over 200 years earlier.  

The many historic buildings in 
Loudoun were once the home and work 
areas of those who built them, and are 
now in their resting place. We appreciate 
the buildings, but we also should honor 
those who built them and lived out their 
lives within their walls.

Loudoun County has over two hundred 
heritage cemeteries including graves of 
African Americans enslaved and free, 
Veterans from the American Revolution, 
the War of 1812, the Civil War, as well as 
family cemeteries of the early residents 
of Loudoun County.

Collectively, these cemeteries con-
tribute to the rich heritage of Loudoun 
County. They should be maintained in 
their original form and condition out of 
respect for the people who are buried 
there, and the family and friends who 
laid them to rest.

In Loudoun County, where family lines 
run deep into history, the preservation 

and restoration of our 229 heritage 
cemeteries is an important objective. 
Our Board of Supervisors authorized 
the identification of all the cemeteries 
in Loudoun County to form a database. 
And this in turn was used to create an 
interactive map in the GIS and Map-
ping Department. More recently, the 
new zoning and FSM (Facilities Standard 
Manual) have provided good protec-
tion for heritage cemeteries swept up in 
new development projects, and for legal 
access of family and relatives of those 
buried there.

Some of these important cemeteries 
are already under the management of 
friends or trustees who volunteer many 
hours of work to maintain the cemetery’s 
landscaping, and grave restoration and 
provide a special place to honor those 
buried there. But many others are not 
being maintained then again restored 
because they have been abandoned, or 
those who appreciate them have neither 
the skills nor funding to maintain them 
and restore them to their special place in 
Loudoun’s history.

Now a new source of support has 
emerged in the form of the Loudoun 
Cemetery Conservancy.  It is a non-par-
tisan, non-profit 501c3 organization 
which seeks to:

•	 Provide public information on the 
importance of cemeteries to the 
heritage of Loudoun County.

•	 Manage inquiries from the public 
and maintain contact with the 
State and County specialized staff 
with cemetery expertise.

•	 Assist cemeteries seeking to 

have Trustees appointed with the 
procedures and follow through.

•	 Provide a schedule of regular 
training sessions for volunteers 
interested in working in the field of 
cemeteries, landscaping and grave 
restoration, under professional 
guidance.

•	 Provide grant support as funding 
permits, to maintain and restore 
neglected or abandoned cemeteries 
in partnership with the owners and 
friends of cemeteries in need.  This 
will be done through a competitive 
application process and expert 
review.

If you are interested in the preserva-
tion and restoration of Loudoun’s his-
toric cemeteries, I urge you to contact 
the Loudoun Cemetery Conservancy and 
explore how we can assist you and you 
can assist us.

Our next Training Course for Volun-
teers is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 22, 

2025.  Applications to attend 
are now available.  Learn about 
the correct methods of land-
scaping and grave restoration 
from experts in the field.  
If you represent a historic 

cemetery, which we define as the major-
ity of the people buried there were born 
before 1900, and are interested in being 
considered for grant support:

Request an application by email at 
info@loudouncemeteryconservancy.org.

If you just want to read more about the 
Loudoun Cemetery Conservancy, go to 
our website www.loudouncemeterycon-
servancy.org, where we also would wel-
come a donation if you are so inclined.

Al Van Huyck is a longtime supporter of 
historic preservation and environmental 
causes in Loudoun County having served 
in leadership roles in the Loudoun 
Preservation Society, a founder and 
president of the Friends of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, and a founder and 
chair for 15 years of the Loudoun County 
Preservation and Conservation Coalition.  
The organization of the Loudoun 
Cemetery Conservancy with his colleagues 
fulfills another major interest.

Loudon’s historic cemeteries  
a link to our past

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

Environmental Commission seeks nominations for Environmental Awards

A restored gravestone honors the 
person interned there.

Grave stones awaiting restoration.
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Gov. Glenn Youngkin has 
announced a $51.25 million bud-
get investment to direct critical 
resources to students most in need, 
as identified by the Virginia Board of 
Education’s School Performance and 
Support Framework. This investment 
will further enhance the imple-
mentation of the Road to Readiness 
Resource Hub, a transformational 
tool by the Virginia Department of 
Education  introduced last month 
to provide transparent, data-driven 
insights into school performance and 
support mechanisms for students, 
families, and educators. 

“With this targeted investment, we 
are strengthening our commitment to 
deliver for students across the Com-
monwealth by ensuring resources 
directly reach those who need them 
most,” said Youngkin. “Our students 
cannot wait; therefore, we are making 
these investments now to accelerate 
learning and unleash opportunity to 
succeed.”

This one-time $50 million invest-

ment as well as $1.25 million in 
ongoing funds to VDOE’s Office of 
School Quality for regional support 
specialists focused on math, literacy, 
and science will prioritize additional 
resources to schools that have the 
most need to better support their stu-
dents’ achievement. Out of this new 
investment: 

•	 $250,000 the first year 
and $1,000,000 the second year 
is provided for new Office of 
School Quality regional support 
specialists to assist divisions 
and schools with the biggest 
student gaps in math, literacy, 
and science. 

•	 $50,000,000 is provided for 

FY25 to support infrastructure, 
technical training, and evidence-
based supports needed for the 
preliminarily identified Needs 
Intensive Support schools. These 
funds will be expended by the 
Virginia Board of Education, in 
consultation with VDOE, and 
shall be used to support data-
driven, evidence-based supports 
focused on the following 
priorities: 

•	 Leadership 
Development including 
principal training, mentorship, 
and coaching, as well as 
instructional leadership 
professional development;

•	 Mastery and Growth 
Supports including grants for 
schools preliminarily identified 
as Off Track or Needs Intensive 
Support to partner with non-
profits specializing in school 
improvement techniques with 
proven results at improving 
student outcomes; piloting 
math competency models; and 
providing additional Virginia 
Literacy Act implementation 
support;

•	 Readiness Supports including 
an infrastructure platform for 
academic career plans, college 
and career readiness, and work-
based learning; a statewide 
attendance and data dashboard; 
start-up grants for middle school 
advanced courses; guidance 
counselor training and support; 
and seat time flexibility support;

•	 New Virginia IEP System 
Modules to better serve 
students with disabilities; and 

•	 Capturing Best Practices by 
partnering with a research 
institution to learn from 
Virginia’s high performing 
economically disadvantaged 
‘Beat the Odds’ schools and 
scale proven practices to other 
economically disadvantaged 
schools to better serve 
students.

“The Board is ready to prioritize 
these monies where the data says 
the greatest needs and student gaps 
are with evidence-based and effec-
tive practices and infrastructure to 
help our students truly be ready for 
life,” said Virginia Board of Education 
President Grace Creasey. “We must 
act swiftly to help students now, not 

years from now.” 
Since the beginning of the Youn-

gkin Administration, Virginia has 
made record-setting investments in 
education, including an 18 percent 
increase in teacher salaries, over $1.6 
billion in grants and loans to support 
school construction, and an increase 
in direct aid to K-12 public education 
of $7.3 billion from $14.3 billion in 
FY 2019-2020 to $21.6 billion in the 
current biennium. Building upon 
these unprecedented commitments, 
the current biennial budget allocates 
over $21 billion in education funding 
to local K-12 schools. 

The School Performance and 
Support Framework builds on Youn-
gkin’s commitment to high expecta-
tions, transparency, accountability 
for results, and targeted support 
to empower schools and improve 
student outcomes across the Com-
monwealth. Under the School Perfor-
mance and Support Framework, K-12 
public schools are evaluated based 
on an index of mastery, growth, and 
readiness. 

“Since day one we said we would 
prioritize resources to support the 
students, schools, and communities 
that need it the most. Due to the 
unprecedented amount of action-
able information available in the 
Performance Framework, this major 
investment makes it possible to pro-
vide the schools most in need with 
tailored resources that are focused on 
enhancing school performance and 
ensuring every learner is on track for 
success,” said Secretary of Education 
Aimee Guidera.

The Framework evaluates school 
performance across elementary, mid-
dle, and high school through three 
areas of focus:

•	 Mastery incorporates 
all student Standards of 
Learning test results. It awards 
additional credit for students 
who reach advanced levels and 
partial credit for students who 
do not yet meet grade-level 
standards. 

•	 Growth uses past performance 
on Virginia SOL tests to measure 
expected learning and compare 
it to actual learning at the end 
of the year. The metric then 
compares expected learning to 
actual learning at the end of the 
year. 

•	 Readiness considers measures 

such as chronic absenteeism 
and the percentage of students 
demonstrating post-secondary 
readiness upon graduating 
from high school through the 
3E Framework (Enrollment, 
Employment, and Enlistment). It 
also includes the percentage of 
students graduating on time.

Each of the three areas of focus 
is weighted differently to meet the 
focus of the school, as follows: 

•	 Elementary Schools: Mastery 
(65%), Growth (25%), Readiness 
(10%)

•	 Middle Schools: Mastery (60%), 
Growth (20%), Readiness (20%) 

•	 High Schools: Mastery (50%), 
Readiness (35%), Graduation 
(15%)

The School Performance and Sup-
port Framework categorizes schools 
into four performance tiers to provide 
targeted support. A summative rating 
encompassing all public K-12 schools 
is expected in Fall 2025, but prelim-
inary data on these tiers shows the 
following:

•	 Distinguished: Exceeding state 
expectations (273 schools). 

•	 On Track: Meeting state 
expectations (883 schools). 

•	 Off Track: Below state 
expectations; receiving 
additional VDOE support (409 
schools). 

•	 Needs Intensive 
Support: Significantly below 
expectations; receiving intensive 
VDOE intervention (208 
schools).

The Virginia Board of Education 
voted to replace Virginia’s outdated 
and nontransparent school accredita-
tion system in October 2023. After 30 
public engagements across the Com-
monwealth and multiple public com-
ment opportunities, the Board moved 
forward with a split accreditation sys-
tem and new accountability model, 
the School Performance and Support 
Framework, which focuses on student 
outcomes and provide real transpar-
ency for parents, educators, and com-
munity leaders. To ensure students 
and schools have the supports they 
need, the Virginia Board of Education 
voted in August 2024 to transform 
the state’s confusing system to have 
a clear school accountability model 
through the new School Performance 
and Support Framework. 

Youngkin invests $51.25 Million to accelerate K-12   

The Board is ready to 
prioritize these monies 
where the data says 
the greatest needs and 
student gaps are with 
evidence-based and 
effective practices and 
infrastructure to help our 
students truly be ready 
for life.

— Grace Creasey 
President, Virginia Board 

of Education
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more arts programs.

Vision Statement

The Board also adopted a minor revi-
sion to its vision statement to make it 
more inclusive by recognizing both res-
idents of the county and visitors to the 
county by adding the words “and visitors” 
to the statement. The Board’s vision state-
ment now reads: “While appreciating and 
acknowledging our rich history, Loudoun 
County strives to be a prosperous, inclu-
sive, equitable and sustainable commu-
nity where residents and visitors feel free 
to live, work, learn and play.”

Next Steps

Now that the Board has formalized its 

strategic focus areas for the current term, a 
work plan will be developed that captures 
the county’s many initiatives that put into 
action the vision and goals of the Board 
during its term. The work plan will help 
county staff, who implement the Board’s 
strategic direction, to prioritize projects 
to achieve the Board’s intended outcomes. 
Through regular updates to the Board 
regarding its strategic initiatives, the 
Board may provide additional guidance in 
the future. The first work plan update for 
the Board in the current term is expected 
to be presented to the Board for review and 
input in the early part of 2025.

Updates on the Board’s strategic work 
plan are posted on the county’s website 
at loudoun.gov/vision.

carry-on bag through security. 
The internal story delves deeper, giv-

ing us insight into Ethan’s emotional 
struggles. We learn early on that Ethan 
hates his job but stays because he sees 
no other option. Having once fallen 
short of achieving his dream, he now 
believes there’s no point in trying again. 
Staying put may leave him unfulfilled, 
but at least it keeps him safe from the 
pain of failure. 

Carry On’s external story challenges 
this mindset, acting as a metaphor for 
Ethan’s internal journey. Ethan must 

choose between playing it safe and 
enabling the Traveler’s plans or taking 

a risk and fighting back. This connection 
between his inner and outer struggles 
adds depth to the plot. Every step Ethan 
takes toward defeating the Traveler is 
one step toward overcoming the part of 
himself that holds him back from fight-
ing for the life he wants. 

Exciting, heartfelt, and even a bit 
funny here and there, Carry On deserves 
a spot on your movies-to-watch list. If 
you are a fan of thrillers, this film will 
not disappoint. It’s a story that will stay 
with you long after the credits roll.

CARRY ON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

BOS APPROVES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

HoltzmanCorp.com

Let Us Fill Your Cylinder Today! 
$3.499*  Per Gallon  

*Prices subject to change without notice.

IN-HOUSE

FINANCING 

AVAILABLE!

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE  I  PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292 
Hours:  Monday – Friday — 8am to 5pm 

FIREPLACE STORE
SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

WE’RE  
HIRING.

APPLY TODAY!

YOUR LOCAL PROPANE & FIREPLACE EXPERTS

 Heating Oil, Clear and Dyed Kerosene 
delivered straight to you.  

   

Loudoun County offers parent 
support program

Loudoun County families with youth 
experiencing challenging peer and fam-
ily relationships and life crises can get 
support. Loudoun offers a parent support 
program to help parents learn strategies 

and techniques to better 
support their children 
and manage difficult 

situations in the home. Parents will learn 
constructive skills proven to decrease 
problem behaviors, reduce family conflict 
and improve the family dynamic. The 
program is based on the evidence-based 
curriculum Parenting Wisely. All pro-
grams are free, but seats are limited, and 
registration is required. The schedule of 
upcoming sessions is as follows:

Parenting Wisely – Teen Edition

The Parenting Wisely – Teen Edi-
tion program is available to Loudoun 
County families with a child between 
the ages of 11-17 that has had one of 
more of the following problems: running 
away, failing grades, truancy and poor 
school attendance/avoidance, drug and 
alcohol experimentation, or concerning 
behaviors, to include aggression at home, 

school and/or in the community.
 Families may participate in individual 

sessions or multi-family group sessions. 
The program works to: help families 
to understand the barriers and behav-
iors that may be impacting the family 
dynamic; share information on parenting 
styles and adolescent development; and 
teach coping strategies to help improve 
communication and create mutual 
respect. In addition, the curriculum can 
assist families with developing family 
contracts and safety plans, as needed. 

The Parenting Wisely – Teen Edition is offered 
in English and Spanish. 

The English language program is 
offered virtually for 5 weeks on Wednes-
days, 6 - 7:30 p.m. The dates of the next 
sessions are:

•	 Jan. 8 – Feb. 5
•	 Feb. 26 – March 26
•	 April 23 – May 21
•	 June 4 – July 2
The Spanish language program is 

offered in person for 10 weeks on Tues-
days, 5:30 – 7 p.m. at the Loudoun 

COMMUNITY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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The Loudoun County Art Advisory Com-
mittee presents a group show by the Water-
ford Quilters Guild, titled  Winter,  which 

started mid-December 
through Jan. 31, 2025. The 
artwork is displayed in 

Gallery One, located in the Loudoun County 
Government Center lobby, 1 Harrison Street 
SE in Leesburg.

In  Winter,  the WQG explores the wide 
array of styles and traditions in quilt making. 
The artwork is available for public viewing 
Monday through Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 
9 p.m. and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Gallery One exhibits are coordinated by 
the Loudoun County Art Advisory Commit-
tee, appointed by the Loudoun County Board 
of Supervisors. The committee is responsi-
ble for exhibiting work by Loudoun artists 
and maintaining and exhibiting the county’s 
permanent art collection. For more informa-
tion about the committee, visit loudoun.gov/
advisory-art.  

The Loudoun County Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Community Ser-
vices announces upcoming in-person and 
virtual workshops to seek public input to 
help create a Comprehensive Arts Plan for 
the County.    

The Comprehensive Arts Plan will cre-
ate a vision for the arts in Loudoun County 
and develop a clear set of goals and strat-
egies regarding the development of pub-
lic support of the arts that recognize and 

highlight the County’s 
unique attributes. The 
arts plan will guide the 

government and community for long-
term arts and cultural programming, 
providing strategies for the visual and 
performing arts.  

Designing Local, a professional firm 
working nationally in arts and cultural 
planning, collected public input from an 
online survey in Fall 2024, and will host 
public workshops beginning in Janu-
ary 2025 where residents can share their 
perspectives on the arts and culture in 
Loudoun County.  

Community members will have oppor-
tunities at four in-person workshops and 
three virtual meetings to share what they 
would like to see included in the Compre-
hensive Arts Plan. Each of the meetings 
will have identical content and opportu-
nities to talk with the arts planning team. 
Each in-person workshop will be facili-
tated with an activity by an artist from the 
community.  

In-Person Workshops:  
•	 Interested attendees for the 

in-person workshops are requested 
to register at. Loudoun.jotform.
com/243374557640259.  

•	 Monday, Jan. 13, 5:30-7 p.m. at 
Franklin Park Performing and Visual 
Arts Center, 36441 Blueridge View 
Lane, Purcellville 

•	 Monday, Jan. 13, 6-7:30 p.m. at 
Manna Pottery, 36 Pidgeon Hill 
Drive, Sterling 

•	 Tuesday, Jan. 14, 8:30-10 a.m. at 
Douglass Community Center, 405 
East Market Street, Leesburg 

•	 Tuesday, Jan. 14, 5:30-7 p.m. at 
Dulles South Senior Center, 24950 
Riding Center Drive, South Riding 

Virtual Meetings: 
•	 Thursday, Jan. 30, 6:30-8 

p.m., (Zoom Meeting) 
•	 Monday, Feb. 3, 6-7:30 p.m., (Zoom 

Meeting) 
•	 Wednesday, Feb. 5, 6-7:30 

p.m., (Zoom Meeting) 

Eastern Loudoun Community Arts Center 
Planning Study   

Loudoun’s Comprehensive Arts Plan 
is a separate initiative from the  Eastern 
Loudoun County Community Arts Cen-
ter Planning Study, which concluded 
public input meetings in November 
2024. To learn more about the Eastern 
Loudoun County Community Arts Cen-
ter Planning Study, go to  loudoun.gov/
EasternArtsCenter. 

The Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors provided for an  Art Programs Ini-
tiative in January 2023. This initiative 
is operating within the Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Community Ser-
vices. Temporary staffing positions have 
been tasked with increasing the visibility 
of the Loudoun County Art Collection, as 
well as managing the development of the 
Comprehensive Arts Plan for the County. 

Since September 2024, Designing Local 
has conducted a wide-reaching series of 
interviews with Loudoun citizens engaged 
in the arts, arts organizations, govern-
ment officials and economic development 
staff through one-on-one meetings, focus 
groups, and a tour of the county.  

Visit  loudoun.gov/arts  for more infor-
mation on the Loudoun County Compre-
hensive Arts Plan and to register for an 
in-person workshop or attend a virtual 
public meeting. 

The Art Advisory 
Committee 
presents Winter 

PRCS to hold public input 
meetings to create vision for arts  

Compassionate and 
Convenient In-Home 

Veterinary Care
Dr. Susan Conway is a dedicated 
veterinarian with over 20 years of 

experience in treating small animals. 
Her mobile veterinary practice provides 
hospice care, wellness and preventive 

services, and home euthanasia. 

Serving families in Northern VA, Clarke & Frederick counties
P.0. Box 168 Lincoln VA 20160  •  info@purcellvillevet.com  70
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Katelyn Miller, a 2024 graduate of Loudoun Valley 
High School, recently received a new honor from the 
Washington Airport Task Force, as they celebrated this 
year’s theme of “Women in Space and Aviation”.  

Miller was selected as the “Shining Star” at the 42nd 
annual general meeting and trophy presentation on 

Dec. 9.  Miller, alongside Ellen Ochoa, 
Pamela Melroy, Candace McGraw, and 
Angela Gittens, received the pres-

tigious Williams Trophy. It recognizes those whose 
leadership, vision, and dedication in the application 
of aviation or space has enriched the quality of life on 
Earth.

Miller is the youngest of the 35 Williams Trophy recip-
ients, and she was selected because of her extensive 
education and numerous accomplishments within the 
industry. She expressed gratitude, saying, “I am incred-
ibly honored to receive this award among such inspira-
tional women. Ellen, Pam, Candace, Angela, and all of 
the other women who came before me, in the fields of 

aviation and space, opened these doors 
that I now get to walk through, allow-
ing me to pursue my goals and dreams. 
I am so grateful for this community, 
and it is a great privilege to represent 
the next generation of innovators in 
these fields.”

Miller has held a variety of lead-
ership roles in many VA Space Grant 
Consortium programs. At NASA Wal-
lops Flight Facility, she studied polar 
stratospheric clouds while serving as 
an Instrumentation Specialist and Pro-
gram Manager for a simulated sound-
ing rocket mission. 

Last summer, she was the Deputy Systems Manager at 
NASA Langley, coordinating the work of 60 Aerospace 
Science and Technology Scholars to produce a sim-
ulated mission to Mars. Additionally, she researched 
quantum magnetometry developments for space debris 

detection and presented her 
findings at the Quantum World 
Congress. In her free time, she 
also participated and trained as 
a student pilot with the Virginia 
Pathways Flight Academy.

Currently Miller is enrolled at 
Harvard College and is studying 
Mechanical Engineering and 
Astrophysics. She continues 
inspiring the newest generation 
of young girls to enter STEM 
fields while mentoring and 
teaching in the Boston commu-
nity through the Science Club 
for Girls. 

She is a member of the Stu-
dent Astronomers at Har-

vard-Radcliffe, where she pursues her interests in 
astronomy and astrophysics at Harvard’s Michael-
Loomis Observatory. She is also a member of Harvard’s 
Undergraduate CubeSat team where she serves as a 
mechanical engineer, helping to design and develop a 
satellite to be launched by NASA in 2026.

On Friday, Dec. 13, the Loudoun 
County Fire and Rescue Fire 
Marshal’s Office celebrated the 
graduation of Explosives Detec-

tion Canine Zo 
and her han-
dler, Investigator 

Michael Kenyon, from the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tabacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives— Explosives 

Detection Canine School. 
Zo is a female yellow Labra-

dor Retriever and was born on 
March 18, 2023. She was raised by 
the Guide Dog Foundation prior 
to being selected by the ATF for 
specialized training as an EDC. 
Following graduation, EDC Zo 
officially began her service with 
the Loudoun County Combined 

Fire and Rescue System. 
“We are very excited to wel-

come EDC Zo to the System 
and know her and her handler, 
Investigator Kenyon, will work to 
ensure the safety of the Loudoun 
community and the region,” said 
Chief Fire Marshal Micah Kiger.

Zo was one of nine canines 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Miller receives Williams Trophy 

Fire and Rescue 
welcomes newest 
explosives 
detection canine
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Generac® Home Standby Generators automatically provide you backup power during a utility power outage – whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours 
or several days, your family and home are protected. Generator Supercenter is the #1 Generac dealer in North America. We have the experience and expertise you 
need. From design, local permitting, installation and long-term maintenance support, we are there for you. That’s why they call us The Standby Power People®.

© CHS NOVA 2024 
Visit our showroom at 21005 Ashburn Crossing Drive, Suites 125-130, Ashburn, VA

Scan to Learn More!

Schedule Your Free Estimate Today!
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www.GeneratorSupercenterNOVA.com
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*Terms and conditions apply, call for details.

*

703.880.9850

We’ll Keep Your Life On.
No Matter the Weather.

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

JANUARY 2025	  BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 21



JK Community Farm had record year of food donated to area pantries

COMMUNITY

The  JK Community Farm, a 150-acre farm in Pur-
cellville, Virginia that grows crops and livestock and 
donates them to nonprofits, capped off another great 
year of fighting food insecurity in the DMV, donating 
over 247,000 pounds of fresh, organic produce and pro-
tein to local food banks.

“We are grateful to our volunteer workforce and 
donors who have helped us meet the growing needs of 

our community. We continue to grow 
and evolve as part of our commitment 
to being a great partner in ending 

hunger as well as an educational resource about chemi-
cal free farming,” explained Samantha Kuhn, Executive 
Director of JK Community Farm.

This season, over 6,700 volunteers contributed more 
than 20,000 hours of service. The farm also hosted over 
75 companies from across the US and as far as away Ire-
land for corporate team building events. 

Amid a hot, dry summer with a lot of deer pressure, 
the volunteers persevered and helped plant, weed, 
and harvest, playing a vital role in putting healthy 
meals on tables. In all, the farm harvested and donated 
over 67  varieties of produce  including broccoli, kale, 
peppers, cabbage, cauliflower, watermelon, summer 
squash, butternut squash, kohlrabi, lettuce, potatoes. 
In June, the farm had a record harvest of nearly 23,000 
pounds.

The farm also planted its first orchard of  100 fruit 
trees (apples, pears, persimmons, cherries), added 22 
new perennial raised beds, and trialed a new regenera-
tive herb plot. As part of its work to alleviate food inse-

curity and reduce chronic disease, the farm educates 
people about food justice and healthy eating. 

This past year the farm developed a hands-on food 
education program to help kids and their families 
understand the connection between soil, plants, peo-
ple, and health. The curriculum complements the 

farm’s field trip program which sprouted during COVID 
and is now a staple for many schools.

Each year the farm has expanded its capacity, adding 
plots, raised beds, and high tunnels to increase produc-
tion. In 2023, the farm hit a donation milestone, push-
ing it past the one million pounds mark. The farm relies 
on a staff of three and teams of volunteers.  

With support from local companies and nonprofits, 
the farm meets the community’s expanding needs. 
Major donors include JK Moving Services, Truist, 
Charlson Bredehoft Cohen &Brown, Joseph E Roberts 
Charitable Trust, Joyce Van Lines, Virginia Easement 
Exchange, and more.  In addition, the farm hosts an 
annual  Plant-A-Thon, which raises needed funds as 
teams of volunteers planted nearly 30,000  seedlings 
that provide 100,000 nutrient-dense meals.

JK Community Farm, a nonprofit started in 2018 
seeks to have a lasting and healthy impact on strug-
gling families within the Washington, DC region by 
growing and donating chemical free, healthy produce 
and protein to those struggling with hunger.

As the nation’s largest chemical-free community 
farm with 100% of its yield donated, which is distrib-
uted by nonprofit partners: Loudoun Hunger Relief, 
Food for Others, Arlington Food Assistance Center, and 
DC Central Kitchen. For more information go to www.
jkcommunityfarm.org.

“LET’S KEEP VIRGINIA WINNING,” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

7.3% growth rate that we have already 
realized year-to-date, which means that 
as we stand here today, we are already 
$152 million ahead of this new Decem-
ber forecast,” said Youngkin.

“We have provided Virginia fami-
lies over $5 billion of tax relief—and 
yet, government tax receipts continue 
to grow. Therefore, let’s give Virginia 
families relief on the most hated tax in 
America since the tax on tea—the local 
car tax,” Youngkin said. 

“Under my amendment,  a family of 
four will be fully reimbursed with the 
Middle Class Car Tax Credit—a perma-
nent, refundable, income tax credit, 
with a refundable income tax credit of 
up to $150 for individuals earning under 
$50,000 a year and up to $300 for joint 
filers with under $100,000 in annual 
income. The cost of the middle-class Car 
Tax Credit will be covered for the first 3 
years with a $1.1 billion deposit into a 
car tax relief fund.”

He continued discussing his plans 
for tax relief. “Virginia has an incredi-
ble hospitality, restaurant and service 
industry. Hardworking Virginians should 
keep every penny of the tips they earn 
through their exceptional service.  My 
proposal is very simple, no more taxes 
on tips. You earn it, you keep it. This 
reduces taxes on Virginians by $70 mil-
lion a year.”

Youngkin then advocated for making 
the current Virginia standard deduc-
tion permanent. “Currently, the existing 
standard deduction of $8,500 for single 
individuals and $17,000 for joint filers, 

is set to expire on Jan. 1, 2026.  Failure 
to make the standard deduction per-
manent prior to that would result in 
tax increases of $557 million in fiscal 
year 2026, and $1.2 billion in fiscal year 
2027.  My friends, there is no reason to 
raise taxes on Virginians. “

“These steps will make our Common-
wealth even more business-friendly, 
give hard working Virginians relief from 
the sting of inflation from these past few 
years and demonstrate clearly what is 
possible when we work together,” Youn-
gkin said.

“To keep Virginia winning for fami-
lies, we must continue to press forward 
on what has been the most aggressive 
education-funding agenda in the his-
tory of the Commonwealth,” the gover-
nor continued. “With the amendments 
I am offering today, which total to an 
additional $1 billion—our shared com-
mitment to K-12 public education will 
exceed $22 billion over the biennium.”

Youngkin then elaborated on each 
area of education that would be receiv-
ing funding under his amendments, 
including $290 million for school con-
struction and modernization, $550 mil-
lion in direct aid, $6.8 million for school 
resource officers and school security 
officers, $50 million for schools that 
need help per the state’s school perfor-
mance framework, and $110 million for 
English language learners.

Youngkin also explained his prop-
osition for a new $50 million Virginia 
Opportunity Scholarship Program that 
will support 10,000 students “from fam-
ilies at or below twice the federal limit 

to qualify for free school meals, will 
be eligible to apply for a $5,000 grant 
each year to support their educational 
needs—tuition, uniform, books, sup-
plies, fees and transportation—for an 
education at any private school in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Youngkin additionally reinforced his 
commitment to restore the Virginia 
Military Survivors and Dependents 
Education Program. “I am proposing 
an additional $120 million, $60 million 
each year, to allow our heroes and their 
families to pursue their educational 
dreams at Virginia schools.”

Youngkin then turned to the topic of 
higher education. “Virginia is interna-
tionally recognized for our great univer-
sities and colleges. The cost of attending 
those institutions has grown too much, 
too quickly for Virginians,” Youngkin 
said. 

“Together, we have increased funding 
for higher education to levels not seen 
since the Great Recession.  And while 
we have included nearly $500 million in 
capital funds for higher ed, my amend-
ments include no new operating fund-
ing for our colleges and universities and 
include a 2.5% cap on tuition increases.” 

Youngkin also acknowledged the $25 
million of incremental lab school part-
nership funding set aside for use by His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities.

“To keep Virginia winning, we must 
continue to strengthen Virginia’s econ-
omy. To attract and train the best tal-
ent, my budget proposals this morning 
include an additional $13.9 million 
in funding for nursing and nursing 

recruitment and training programs; 
an additional $35 million to fund high 
school dual enrollment and career and 
technical education. 

“We must continue to back our law 
enforcement and drive safe communi-
ties.  In the last few years, every state 
has become a border state, and violent 
crime has impacted Virginia families,” 
Youngkin continued. “That’s why I’m 
proposing that if any locality adopts a 
sanctuary practice … they should lose 
their funding.  I would ask us all to put 
our constituents ahead of those who 
commit violent crimes and are subject 
to an ICE Detainer Order.”

Youngkin then turned to the topic of 
mental health. “We will keep Virginia 
winning as we deliver for Virginians 
the need for behavioral health care. To 
date, we’ve invested $1.4 billion in Right 
Help, Right Now, and it has transformed 
the way we are serving Virginians. They 
are getting the right help when they 
need it,” he said. “After a successful 
pilot in Southwest Virginia, we are now 
proposing to add $35 million in fund-
ing to employ Special Conservators of 
the Peace, across the Commonwealth to 
transfer custody while individuals are 
awaiting placement for care, and this 
will immediately put law enforcement 
officers back to work.” 

“At the heart of a winning Virginia, is a 
healthy Virginia.” Before concluding his 
address, Youngkin also spoke about his 
proposals for women’s health and Med-
icaid, environmental health, and govern-
ment health. “My budget amendments 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

22	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 JANUARY 2025



Inova hosts students to experience career roles

H. M. King George seeks loyal 
subjects to suppress rebellious 
colonists in America

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

In mid-November the Loudoun School-Busi-
ness Partnership sponsored the Job for a Day 
Program for high school juniors and seniors. 

For 22 years, Inova Loudoun 
Hospital has partnered with 
the Loudoun School-Business 

Partnership and has been involved with the Job 
for A Day program. 

Over the course of two days, Inova Loudoun 
Hospital hosted over 70 students in a variety of 
departments including heart and vascular, ER, 
physical medicine and rehab, radiology, oncol-
ogy/surgery, medical, laboratory, wound care, 
trauma services, respiratory therapy, chap-
laincy, engineering, supply chain among others.

The Loudoun County School-Business Partnership’s 
Job for a Day program allows juniors and seniors in all 
Loudoun County public high schools an opportunity to 
experience a career vocation of their choice. 

The program functions as a job-shadowing arrange-
ment between the students enrolled in it, and the busi-
nesses that generously open their doors to them. This 
allows students to envision themselves in career roles 
and see if the jobs that they have expressed interest 

match their skills and ambitions. Ultimately, the pro-
gram equips students with valuable insights to make 
more informed decisions about their future career 
paths.

His Majesty’s 65th Regiment of Foot, a non-
profit historical reenactment organization, is 
recruiting history buffs to portray British sol-

diers at reenactment events 
during the 250-year commem-
oration cycle of the American 

War for Independence. 
Major historical reenactment events will be 

held in the New England, Middle Atlantic, and 
Southern Atlantic states from 2025 to 2031. 

The 2025 events will take place in Massachu-
setts. Reenactors also participate as extras in 
films and historical documentaries. Uniforms, 
accoutrements, and muskets will be provided. 

Lieutenant Bernard Way and Sergeant Lloyd 
Harting in the above photo have been portraying 
British soldiers for 35 years and live in Virginia. 

If interested in experiencing this living history 
role please contact Lloyd Harting at hoya76@
comcast.net.  

Myers (At-Large) said.
The first two recommendations con-

cern a grandfathering resolution that 
would be effective if the Board chooses 
to ignore the Commission’s denial 
resolution and pass the amendments 
anyway. 

The Commission recommended 
establishing the Board’s public hearing 
date as the effective date for the grand-
fathering resolution. This would mean 
that development applications submit-
ted and formally accepted before the 
effective date would be reviewed under 
the current zoning ordinance.

Commissioner Mark Miller (Cato-
ctin) opposed the grandfathering 
recommendations.

“I think grandfathering is a politi-
cal decision, not a planning decision. 
In general, I don’t believe it’s our role 
to recommend how and when to adopt 
grandfathering,” he said.

The third recommendation concerned 
adding footnotes to the General Plan to 
provide flexibility to already existing 

data centers that would become sub-
ject to a special exception use. The 
Commission does not believe the Board 
intended to keep existing data centers 
from expanding. 

Similarly, the fifth recommendation 
is that a footnote or future amendment 
provide specific criteria for when a spe-
cial exception would not be required. 
The Commission thought the Board 
should prefer adding footnotes over 
pursuing another amendment through 
a Resolution of Intent to Amend (ROIA).

“The concern is today, when this gets 
approved, and you have an existing site 
plan and you need to plot that building 
and stuff. How do you do it?” Myers said. 
“This says that the Board should con-
sider a future ROIA, which means it’s 
not going to help anybody that’s there 
now.”

The fourth recommendation was that 
the Board add language to the proposed 
CPAM to provide guidance in evaluating 
data centers as conditional uses. Addi-
tionally, the Commission recommended 
that long-term language be added to 

guide redevelopment of urban employ-
ment areas with already existing data 
centers.

The Commission’s sixth recommen-
dation supported proposed changes to 
place type maps of Goose Creek Club 
and Arcola area, but not to metro sta-
tion areas.

The commissioners expressed that 
they would like to become involved ear-
lier in the second phase of the data cen-
ter zoning ordinance changes.

“We would hope that when we get into 
phase two—that is 14 months but we get 
it for a month, and it’s through Decem-
ber again—that they would give us some 
substance time, so that we would have 
time to work with it,” Myers said.

Ultimately, the commissioners voted 
to pass the resolution 6-2-1 with Com-
missioner Ad Barnes (Leesburg) and 
Chair Michelle Frank (Broad Run) 
opposed, and Commissioner Robin-Eve 
Jasper (Little River) absent.

“I don’t think this is what the super-
visors wanted. We told them, but they’re 
going to do it the way they want to do 

it,” Barnes said.
Frank opposed her own motion, citing 

concerns over the grandfathering policy, 
guidance for further changes to the gen-
eral plan, and criteria for when special 
exceptions would not be required. She 
said that adopting a list of specific crite-
ria had created headaches with the 2019 
General Plan as these criteria tend to 
either create loopholes or unattainable 
criteria.

“I think this use can be in harmony 
with other uses and our residents if it’s 
done properly, but I just don’t see this 
set of recommendations getting us 
where we need to be to create that har-
mony,” she said. “I think it’s a little too 
far to one side.”

The other commissioners felt that 
they had to compromise on which of 
their concerns were expressed, but that 
it was a fair compromise.

“I think this is a good product. We 
could probably have come up with some 
better stuff if we had more leeway to do 
it,” Myers said. “But I’m very pleased 
with the outcome of where we’re at.”

PLANNING COMMISSION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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time of the update in the handbook, Nett 
had already met all criteria to run for 
election.

The updated handbook was distrib-
uted in July 2024 without prior notice to 
employees and was made available on 
the employee section of the town’s web-
site for their access. However, despite its 
availability, no effort was made to specif-
ically inform Nett about the policy, which 
directly pertains to his election to Town 
Council.

It wasn’t until the end of November 
that Nett was notified that it was his 
responsibility to read the updated hand-
book. This raises concerns about why 
such an important update was commu-
nicated so poorly, and why it was intro-
duced just before his Council term was 
due to begin.

At the Dec. 10 Purcellville Town Coun-
cil meeting, the Council entered into a 
closed-door session to consult with legal 
counsel about issues “related to a town 
employee serving as a Council Member.” 

No action was taken by the then coun-
cil majority, which suggests that the 
Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics 
Advisory Council’s determination that 
there is no overall conflict of interest for 
a public employee who also serves as an 
elected official, stands.

graduating in this Explosives Detec-
tion Canine class; she now serves the 
Loudoun community as one of 125 ATF 
EDC teams nationwide. Zo joins the 
ranks of many EDC’s that have previ-
ously served or are currently serving 
the LCFR FMO.

Learn more about the canine teams 
assigned to the LCFR FMO by visiting 
www.loudoun.gov/808/Canine-Unit.

FIRE & RESCUE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

County Department of Family Services 
- Family Engagement and Preservation 
Services office, 45201 Research Place, 
Suite 110, Ashburn. The dates of the 
next sessions are:

•	  Feb. 4 – April 8
•	 April 22 – June 24
For details about the program 

and to register, visit loudoun.gov/
ParentingWisely.

 Parenting Wisely – Young Child Edition

The Parenting Wisely – Young Child 
Edition is available to Loudoun County 
families with a child between the ages 
of 3 - 11 that has had one or more of 
the following problems: interrupting 
on the phone, getting kids up and out 

the door on time, acting out in public, 
homework and poor grades, conflict 
with other children/siblings, and/or 
getting ready for school. 

 Families may participate in 
multi-family group sessions. We work 
with families to help parents improve 
communication skills, use planned 
ignoring and self-talk, set realistic and 
consistent expectations, use assertive 
discipline and prompts/commands, and 
use non-directive play and mindfulness 
techniques. 

 Parenting Wisely – Young Child Edition is 
offered in English and Spanish. 

The English language program is 
offered virtually for 5 weeks program 
on Thursdays, 6 - 7:30 p.m. The dates 

for the next sessions are:
•	 Jan. 23 – Feb. 20
•	 March 20 – April 24
•	 May 15 – June 12
The Spanish language program is 

offered virtually for 5 weeks on Thurs-
days from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. The dates 
for the next sessions are:

•	 Jan. 16 – Feb. 20
•	 March 6 - April 10
For details about the program and 

to register, visit loudoun.gov/Parent-
ingWisely. For more information on 
the youth and family support services 
offered by the Loudoun County Depart-
ment of Family Services, visit loudoun.
gov/FamilyServices or send an email 
to dfs@loudoun.gov.

PARENT SUPPORT PROGRAM CON’T. FROM PAGE 19

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s 
and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair 
Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, 
familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in 
the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For 
more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair 
Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing 
Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for 
the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email – fair 
housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.
vipnet.org.
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BY VALERIE CURY

During the April 18 Purcellville Plan-

ning Commission Meeting the town’s 

planning staff appeared to be obstructing, 

by direction of mem-

bers of the town council 

and town management, 

planning commission efforts to complete 

the zoning ordinance rewrite – by refus-

ing to return the latest version of the 

draft zoning ordinance to the planning 

commission. Also, staff is independently 

pursuing alternatives to the zoning ordi-

nance that the planning commission had 

already reviewed and approved. They are 

charged with insuring that the zoning 

ordinance reflects the citizens’ aspira-

tions expressed in the Town’s Compre-

hensive Plan.
“I have a couple questions about the 

status of the zoning ordinance that we 

have previously discussed,” said Vice 

Chair Ed Neham. He asked for the arti-

cles “that have been more or less settled.” 

That way “it doesn’t all come to us as a 

waterfall,” when the ordinance has finally 

finished staff review.

Planning Manager Boyd Lawrence said 

staff had a discussion about when to let 

the commissioners have the zoning ordi-

nance draft. Based on Summer Wilkes, 

the Town’s Zoning Administrator’s “com-

munication with the town council,” he 

said, “we are going to probably wait. Well, 

we have to wait till May 8 after the joint 

meeting. Then we’ll get more direction on 

that.”
Lawrence said the editing of the zoning 

ordinance is “for the most part done.” He 

said “some articles could be condensed 

and there might still be some formatting 

that’s done.”

Neham asked, “So is the document in a 

condition where we can start looking at 

it? I don’t see that there’s a need to have 

to wait for authorization from the town 

council to start reviewing it.”

Lawrence said, “There is a red line draft 

and it’s been updated.” “But primarily we 

do have the draft, yeah,” said Lawrence.

Commissioner Nedim Ogelman said he 

felt like “we have been working on trying 

to fulfill citizen wishes and the wishes of 

the town council that approved the Com-

prehensive Plan and I am hearing all of 

these initiatives that have nothing to do 

– aren’t based in the Comprehensive Plan 

or related to what people said they would 

do when they ran for office.” He gave an 

example of the “town mayor saying he 

was going to run on slow growth, and 
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BY FORMER PURCELLVILLE MAYOR KWASI FRASER

As Ronald Reagan insightfully 

remarked, “The nine most terrifying words 

in the English language are: I’m from the 

Government, and I’m here 

to help.” True economic 

growth thrives when gov-

ernment embraces an environment that is 

fair, honest, and predictable for all.

Hosting a meeting at 8 a.m. on a work-

day to outline a vision crafted by two 

politicians, one of whom was the recip-

ient of large campaign donations from a 

21st Street developer, does not empower 

our local businesses. Instead, you should 

allow businesses to shape the vision 

and take action based on our communi-

ty’s comprehensive plan. Despite chal-

lenges, over the past eight years, small 

businesses have invested over $6 million 

in downtown Purcellville, demonstrat-

ing resilience in the face of setbacks like 

the stagnated misaligned development 

scheme on 21st Street.

Contrary to misinformation, my record 

speaks for itself. Along with Town Coun-

cil, we reduced the debt we inherited by 

ten million dollars, secured $10.5 million 

in ARPA funds through my advocacy with 

other elected leaders from the National 

League of Cities, and witnessed a doubling 

of meals tax revenue, over $1 million in 

nutrient credit bank revenue, welcomed 

hundreds of new businesses, imple-

mented millions in road infrastructure 

improvements, and experienced a signifi-

cant increase in property values through-

out my tenure as mayor.

While water fee revenue exceeds the 

water utility fund debt by over four times, 

and sewer fee revenue exceeds the sewer 

fund debt by two times, a majority of 

Town Council raised water and sewer 

rates because they refuse to acknowledge 

their appetite for uncontrolled spending. 

As the Town’s record shows, in 2019 we 

adopted the modest annual increases in 

water and sewer rates as recommended 

by Davenport; and we were told by Dav-

enport that these modest increases would 

ensure predictability throughout the 

remaining life of our inherited utility debt. 

However, a year later we were told 

by management that we needed to sig-

nificantly raise rates above the mod-

est increases agreed to just a year prior; 

even after we received $10.5 million in 

ARPA revenue we did not budget for. This 

reveals the town’s issues with financial 

forecasting and uncontrolled spending on 

operational costs.

It’s concerning to observe that this is 

the only jurisdiction in Loudoun County 

contemplating a $2.5 million charge to 

Op-Ed: Just the facts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »

Draft zoning ordinance withheld from 

planning commissioners sparks pushback 

ratepayers for PFAS remediation, despite 

the prevailing uncertainties surrounding 

this issue. 
While other Towns collaborate with state 

and federal agencies to have the polluters 

and federal government pay for future 

unknown PFAS concerns, your approach 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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BY REED CARVER

Public comments on the Orme Farm 

application, proposed for 11.7-acres 

south of Leesburg, turned to the future of 

data centers in general during the Board 

of Supervisors Pub-

lic Hearing on May 15. 

The proposal includes 

508,000 sq. ft. of data center space, adja-

cent and south of Shreve Mill Road, east 

of the Dulles Greenway, right before the 

overpass.

Approval would mean moving the 

land out of the Leesburg JLMA - 20 Leg-

acy Zoning District, to Planned Devel-

opment - Industrial Park Legacy Zoning 

District (PDIP), which would allow data 

centers and sub-stations. Dominion is 

planning power lines passing the site on 

the southeast. 

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Little 

River) clarified with staff that the by-right 

use of this part of the JLMA is rural busi-

ness and light commercial. Staff said data 

centers are not allowed without approval; 

they cannot be installed by-right under 

the current zoning.

As part of the project, supervisors are 

considering special exceptions to increase 

the Floor Area Ratio from 0.6 to 1.0, and 

the maximum lot coverage from 0.45 to 

0.60. These figures increase the indoor 

space. Staff suggested approval because 

they said this use is consistent with the 

place type.

Van Metre Companies are proposing 

a tree conservation area, and a trail that 

would be able to be integrated into the 

Loudoun County Linear Parks and Trail 

Plan. They are also proffering truck queu-

ing to prevent build-up on Shreve Mill 

Road. Serious equipment will be shielded 

from the public sides of the plot, said 

Denise Harrover, who represented Van 

Metre.
Chris Tandy with Loudoun Climate 

Project said, “The public is being forced to 

pay for infrastructure, while data centers 

buy energy in bulk and get a discount. If 

nothing changes, eventually data centers 

will have to run their back-up genera-

tors at peak mode in summer and winter, 

causing air-borne pollution … I would ask 
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At the May 16 Purcellville Planning 

Commission meeting commissioners 

expressed surprise when they found out 

that Mayor Stan Milan 

and Vice Mayor Erin Ray-

ner directed the town 

manager to put out a Request for Quota-

tion, later revised to Request for Qualifi-

cations, for a Historic Downtown Master 

Plan along with Design Guidelines. A 

master plan for the downtown area is 

not a priority mentioned in the Town’s 

2030 Comprehensive Plan. In addition, 

something of this nature is a legislative 

action, and should have been discussed 

in an open meeting with a majority vote 

to approve moving forward.

The Vineyard Square approved plan 

in historic downtown on 21st Street is a 

6-story commercial project with 40 con-

dos – even though multi-family housing 

is not allowed in the C-4 District. This 

was passed by the Lazaro council (with 

two extensions) nearly 14 years ago but 

has not moved forward, although devel-

oper Casey Chapman has had active per-

mits for the project during this period. 

His permits for Vineyard Square are set 

to expire June 2025. If they expire, he 

would have to resubmit a proposal with 

uses that are allowed in this district.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »

Citizens say 

a long-range 

plan for 
data center 

infrastructure 

is lacking

plan and design guidelines. She said this 

“is something the comprehensive plan 

has obviously noted.”

Planning Commissioner Nedim Ogel-

man asked if there was “a vote taken to 

support this from the town council – from 

the planning commission? This seems like 

it’s moving ahead without any kind of leg-

islative process.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »
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–  Summer Wilkes, Planning and Community  

Development Director

Since 2020 Vice Mayor Erin Rayner has 

received $72,476 in campaign donations 

– over $24,000 of which have been from 

Chapman, his affiliates and one of his rel-

atives’ employees. Chapman’s footprint 

in the area has grown over recent years 

to incorporate three homes on Hatcher 

Avenue which he plans to tear down and 

replace with larger mixed-use buildings. 

He and other investors also currently own 

Valley Business Park on 21st Street.

Planning and Community Development 

Director Summer Wilkes, who is also the 

Town’s Zoning Administrator, informed 

the commissioners that the town has sub-

mitted an RFQ for a downtown master 

“I’m taking my direction from the mayor, 

from the vice mayor, from the town 

manager” 

Flip through the pages of 
our newspapers online 
at BlueRidgeLeader.com
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BY VALERIE CURY

At its July 9 Purcellville Town Council meeting an update was provided on the Chuck Kuhn Valley Com-merce Center annexation/boundary line adjustment proposal. At the council’s work session on July 23, the council’s majority voted to continue the annexation/

boundary line adjustment process to further enter into discussions with the applicant. 
In a 4-3 vote Mayor Stan Milan, Vice Mayor Erin Ray-ner, and Council Members Mary Jane Williams and Kevin Wright voted to continue the annexation process. Coun-cil Members Chris Bertaut, Carol Luke and Caleb Stought voted against continuing discussions with the applicant. If the Valley commerce Center is annexed into the Town of Purcellville, the county has indicated an addi-tional 12.5-acre property—which is next to the proposed  parcel (to the south west) would need to be part of the annexation. 

At the July 9 meeting, town staff also indicated that there are additional properties along Purcellville Road that would also like to come into the town should the center be annexed.
The 117.07-acre property is located in the county 

RESIDENTIAL
CUSTOMER
ECRWSS

STANDARD PRESORT
U.S. POSTAGE

PERMIT NO. 82
WOODSTOCK, VA

PAID

BY REED CARVER

The problem, and proposed solution
Arcola was an agricultural region that is now changing rapidly. Rezonings as far back as 2014 began to shift the area from farming to industrial/data centers uses. These trends have sandwiched the neighborhood along one-lane gravel road Hidden-wood Lane between data centers, soon to be built data centers, and planned data centers. Multi-lane road infrastructure is also in the pro-cess of being built, connecting to Hiddenwood Lane. The only residential border is in the environs behind Hiddenwood. It is another 72-home subdivision called Briarfield Estates.

Both communities are surrounded on three sides by construction, or current and future data centers. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »

“There is really very 
little taste out there 
for the annexation”

—Council Member Chris Bertaut 

For Hiddenwood, however, their only means to and from home is now through a construction site. The surrounding fields which are open, are in general, approved for future data centers. Substations and power lines for the centers occupy the land as well.
At the July 10 Board of Supervisors Pub-lic Hearing, 16 residential owners of the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 »

“How did we get here?” 
Chair Randall asks at the beginning of the Hiddenwood Lane  hearing - in the face of no clear right decision for the supervisors.

Hiddenwood Lane community’s disgarded sign to their neighborhood. 

Applicants, representatives, and residents listening to staff presentation of the Valley Commerce Center proposal on  July 9, at the Purcellville Town Council Meeting. 

NETT STANDS FIRM,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

finalists in each.
Awards ceremonies featuring guest 

author Monica Bhide will be held Satur-
day, May 17, at Trailside Middle School 
located at 20325 Claiborne Parkway in 
Ashburn. The adult ceremony will take 
place at 3 p.m., and the ceremony for 
middle and high school participants will 
start at 4:30 p.m.

Winning stories will be made available 
in an eBook on the LCPL website.

“We revamped the program this year 
by combining the It’s All Write contest 
for teens and the Write On contest for 
adults into one unified event,” said Susan 
VanEpps, LCPL’s Division Manager of 
Programming and Community Engage-
ment. “Our goal is to create a more inclu-
sive experience that’s still tailored to the 
different age groups. We hope you join us 
in this commemoration of storytelling!”

For full details, visit library.loudoun.
gov/storycontest.

LCPL ANNOUNCES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Immediately prior to joining 
Loudoun County, Marsh was a plan-
ner with the city of Frederick, MD. 
Her previous experience also includes 
planning in other jurisdictions in 
Maryland and property appraisal roles 
in Pennsylvania.

Marsh earned a master’s degree 
in real estate development from the 
University of Maryland, a master’s 
degree in library information science 
from the University of Pittsburgh and 
a bachelor’s degree in geography from 
Shippensburg University.

MARSH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

recliners for people who may require 
an assessment lasting less than 24 
hours, as well as urgent psychiatric 
care services. The new center is being 
constructed on Meadowview Court in 
Leesburg—with completion date of 

2026. 
The Board of Supervisors approved 

the construction cost and subse-
quently, the county received support 
totaling $9.7 million from the federal 
and state governments, and regional 
grant awards. 

LOUDOUN EXPANDING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

GROWTH FORECASTS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Loudoun County includes commercial, 
nonprofit and government buildings. 
Through 2050, nonresidential space is 
forecasted to add 45.9 million square 
feet to the county’s estimated 135.4 
million square feet currently in place, a 
projected increase of 33.9%.

Resulting Demographic Forecasts

Comparing forecasts for 2025 to 
those for 2050, population is expected 
to grow by 88,732 people, or 20%. 
Comparatively, the population growth 
between 2010 and 2020 was nearly 
109,000 people, or 35%. Households 
and housing units are each expected 
to grow by approximately 22%, while 
employment is forecasted to increase 
by 25%, adding 56,144 jobs.

The FIC, an advisory group estab-
lished in 1992 to support the Board in 
long-term planning, based the recom-
mendations on county staff analysis 
of anticipated future growth. The FIC 
reviews assumptions about future 
growth and capital facility needs to 
provide recommendations for use in 
long-range planning. Specifically:

•	 Capital Facility Standards: The 
type, acreage and size of future 
capital facilities, along with 
“triggers” based on population, 
population within a given age 
group, or geographic factors.

•	 Capital Intensity Factors: The 
dollar amount of the capital 
facilities impacted by type of 
residential unit and geographic 
location that is calculated using 

county capital facility standards 
and demographic inputs. Capital 
Intensity Factors are used to 
assess the capital facilities 
impacts of new residential 
development and provide a 
guideline for proffer negotiations 
during residential rezonings.

•	 Capital Needs Assessment: 
The type and number of capital 
facilities needed over a ten-year 
planning period beginning at the 
end of the current six-year Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP). 
The FY 2029-2040 Capital Needs 
Assessment is online at loudoun.
gov/CNA. 

•	 Demographic, economic and 
financial data that is used for 
demographic forecasts and for 
fiscal impact modeling. More 
information about the county’s 
demographics and data is online 
at loudoun.gov/demographics.

Detailed information about the 
Fiscal Impact Committee forecasts, 
including the complete guidelines, 
maybe found in the documents pre-
pared for the Dec. 3, Board of Supervi-
sors meeting:

•	 Read the Dec.3, staff report, 2024 
Fiscal Impact Committee 
Guidelines (PDF)

•	 Read the Dec. 3, staff report, 2024 
Capital Facility Standards (PDF)

More information about the Fis-
cal Impact Committee, including 
a link to the updated guidelines, 
may be found at loudoun.gov/
FiscalImpactCommittee.

Put your business in 
front of local readers. 

Email us at advertise@
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SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

P R O P E R T I E S

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode

Phone: 571-242-0232
lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

Lovestoryhomes.com

Old School Gardening
WEEDING. MULCHING. TRIMMING.

Loudoun County Gardners
Text 540-454-6403

Seasoned Experience  
for Every Season

NORTH’S TREE 
LANDSCAPING MASONRY

Brian North 540-533-8092
NorthTreeAndMasonry.com 
BNorth1883@yahoo.com

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Decking • Driveways • Patios
Tree Work • Culvert Pipe Installation

Targeting Loudoun 
County? Advertise here.

Email for more info:  
advertise@

blueridgeleader.com

 

 

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Employers invited 
to participate in 
Leesburg Career 
Expo 

The Town of Leesburg’s Department of 
Economic Development will host a career 
expo for students and recent graduates 
on Tuesday, Feb. 25. The event will take 
place at Loudoun County High School, 
415 Dry Mill Road, in Leesburg, from 6 to 
8:30 p.m.

Local businesses are encouraged to 

apply by completing the registration form 
at  chooseleesburg.com/business-com-
munity/business-events. Registration is 
free, and priority will be given to ensur-
ing diversity in opportunities for job 
seekers. Notifications of acceptance will 
be sent no later than Feb. 11.

The expo is a great opportunity to hire 

local students and recent graduates to fill 
part-time, full-time, seasonal and intern 
positions. 

For more information about the expo, 
please contact Economic Develop-
ment Assistant Director Melanie Scog-
gins at  mscoggins@leesburgva.gov  or 
571-271-1206.

“LET’S KEEP VIRGINIA WINNING,” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

this morning fully funds the official Medicaid and 
associated rate forecasts with over $687 million and 
also include $105 million for the Children’s Services 
Act,” the governor said.

“To keep protecting Virginia’s natural resources, I’m 
proposing an incremental $50 million for the Rich-
mond Combined Sewer Overflow Project, $17.4 million 
for additional wastewater, and $26.3 million for Ag 
BMPs. And each time I have repeated my commitment 
to our Chesapeake Bay goals.”

“Finally, to keep Virginians working for Virginians, 

we must continue to drive efficiency and effectiveness 
in our state government,” Youngkin added. “We’re 
including over $227 million in our budget to address 
Virginia’s technology debt by advancing critical proj-
ects, including the Integrated Revenue Management 
System at TAX—Folks, we need to make sure we collect 
our taxes efficiently and effectively—and The Depart-
ment of Education’s Student Testing system, which 
needs a material overhaul. And we have also included 
$20 million of IT security to protect Virginia’s data.”

Youngkin began wrapping up his speech by touching 
on the aftermath of Hurricane Helene in Southwest 

Virginia. “In my amendments, I’ve included $25 mil-
lion from the general fund and $100 million from 
non-general funds to establish a permanent Disas-
ter Assistance Fund, a fund that would be adminis-
tered by the Department of Housing and Community 
Development.”   

Youngkin concluded his speech in the same vein he 
began. “What we are doing is working. Virginia is soar-
ing, so let’s keep Virginia winning. We are now among 
the top states competing for jobs and opportunities. 
These budget amendments build on that success,” he 
said. “We can collectively get this done.”
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200 East Main Street, Purcellville, Virginia 20132

Call us at 540.338.7190 for a free design consultation or 
to hear about our fall planting & maintenance specials.

wildwoodlandscape.com

Design   Build   MaintainDesign   Build   Maintain
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 Wheatland Farm is a landmark property offering unparalleled beauty, history, and equestrian excellence in the heart of Virginia’s wine country. The 43-acre masterpiece 
stands as a beacon of equestrian luxury and historic prestige. Recognized as a USEF Center of Excellence, this property was the proud host of the 2018 Para Dressage 
Selection Trials for the World Equestrian Games. The state-of-the-art facilities include both indoor and outdoor arenas, a cross-country field, and an enclosed perimeter 
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Overlooking a pristine 9-acre lake, the six-bedroom manor home ( circa 1741) exudes timeless elegance. Discover a heated saltwater pool with spa, two charming guest 
homes, and a Carriage House, serving as an executive office. The historic Great Barn, seats 300 guests and offers an unrivaled venue for spectacular events. The Daniel 
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Only 30 minutes from Dulles International Airport and an hour from Washington, D.C.
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