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Wilkes’ revisions cater to developers and 
landowners by relaxing zoning require-
ments, reducing setbacks, and increasing 
density in all areas residents wanted to 
sustain. Her revisions also add high den-
sity uses to the Agricultural Commercial 
Tourism District, remove the limit on the 
number of apartments per building in the 
Historic Downtown area, and eliminate 
most Special Use Permits—all provisions 
developers and landowners have long been 
requesting.
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BY VALERIE CURY

The Purcellville Planning Department 
has skirted years of citizen input, election 
results and the principals of transparency, 
as well as the Town’s 2030 Comprehen-
sive Plan, in favor of advancing develop-
ers’ interests. This is most clearly reflected 
in the significant proposed changes that 
Planning Staff made to the draft zoning 
ordinance before presenting it to the Town 
Council. The Planning Commission’s draft 
zoning ordinance, which comports with 

the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, passed 
unanimously. 

At the Purcellville Town Council meet-
ing on Nov. 12, Director of Planning and 
Community Development and Zoning 
Administrator Summer Wilkes presented 
her proposed changes to the Planning 
Commission’s draft zoning ordinance, 
claiming that “the more you develop—the 
more charm you get.” Her proposed revi-
sions do not align with the Town’s 2030 
Comprehensive Plan.

Additionally, there has been no Town 
Council vote directing Wilkes to make 
wholesale changes to the ordinance. The 
Planning Commission spent two years 
crafting the ordinance to ensure consis-
tency with the Town’s 2030 Comprehen-
sive Plan, which is aimed at sustaining 
and protecting the town. All changes rec-
ommended by the Planning Commission 
were thoroughly vetted during extensive 
meetings, with the sole goal of assuring  
Purcellville’s small town charm.

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

On Nov. 21, Loudoun County’s Trans-
portation and Land Use Committee hosted 
the first of a series of meetings to address 
Western Loudoun’s Uses and Standards.

Brian Wilson, a staff member represent-
ing Planning and Zoning, said the commit-
tee evaluating Western Loudoun’s zoning 
ordinances originated during the four-year 
process of revising Loudoun County’s zon-
ing ordinances. During the process, staff 
realized that Western Loudoun residents 

had distinct concerns due to the rural 
conditions in which they lived. Instead of 
delaying the entire revision process, the 
Board of Supervisors approved a separate 
committee to address concerns of Western 
Loudoun residents living on rural land. 
This committee is to address outstanding 
issues, not to rewrite Western Loudoun 
zoning ordinances.

The Blue Ridge Leader covered the 
supervisors’ debate on the timeline for the 
committee in this article.

Each meeting will address a unique 
concern. The Nov. 21 meeting addressed 
language surrounding equine care and 
activities. The group included four repre-
sentatives from the Board of Supervisors 
[Michael Turner (D-Ashburn), Phyllis Ran-
dall (D-At Large), Caleb Kershner (R-Cato-
ctin), Laura TeKrony (D-Little River)], two 
representatives from the Planning Com-
mission [Robin-Eve Jasper (Little River) 
and Mark Miller (Catoctin)], and nine rep-
resentative stakeholders.

The meeting opened with comments 
from each of the supervisors. The super-
visors emphasized how important the 
equine industry is to Loudoun County. 
Kershner said that Loudoun County’s 
equine industry is number one in the state.

“Being number one in the state is quite 
frankly a really big deal,” he said. “So, any-
thing we can do to kind of take the shackles 
off and create successful equine business 
opportunities, I think is really important.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 »

Purcellville’s Zoning Overhaul: developers, 
dollars, and the battle for the town’s future

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

Western Loudoun rural uses and standards meetings begin

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How 
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane. 
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out 
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around 
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner 
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday  
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is 
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their 
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you 
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
540-687-3608

huntcountrypropane.com

Less • Local • Honest

After the Town Council meeting Town Manager Rick Bremseth greets Planning Director and Zoning Administrator Summer Wilkes and developer 
Casey Chapman.



I am proud to announce the esteemed McEnearney Associates is now Corcoran McEnearney.

STREET SMART - For more than 50 years, the Corcoran brand has stood for excellence in every market served, 
coast to coast and beyond.

TRUSTWORTHY - With unwavering professionalism, Corcoran (part of the trusted Anywhere Real Estate family) was 
named to the Ethisphere Institute’s annual list of the World’s Most Ethical Companies for 13 straight years.

MARKET WISE - In a fiercely competitive business of residential real estate, staying ahead of the curve matters. 
Corcoran McEnearney supports me and my business with cutting-edge tools and technologies - to succeed 
alongside of my extensive 33 years working in agency and for law firms focused on real estate.   

We are a thoroughly modern, international real estate company built on traditional values  
of service, integrity, market expertise, and neighborhood fluency.     

Corcoran McEnearney  |  10 W Market St, Leesburg   |  10 E Washington St, Middleburg  |  Broker: 703.738.8282   | Equal Housing Opportunity  

Mary Dionisio Brixius  |  Realtor®
ABR (Accredited Buyer Representative) 
CNE (Certified Negotiations Expert) 
CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)

c. 703.999.6270 | mdionisiobrixius@gmail.com
MaryDionisioBrixius.com | Licensed in Virginia & Maryland

Mary is the ultimate professional and can tackle 
any situation because of her vast experience. 
She excels at staging and marketing the prop-
erties and her photos and videos are the best 
I have ever seen. Mary is a hard worker and 
doesn’t cut any corners, everything is done by 
the book!

- Jose G.

Clients Love Working with Mary
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BY LIZ TENNEY JARVIS

Loudoun Heritage Farm Museum in 
Sterling will be exhibiting 11 photo-
graphic prints capturing those Loudoun 
farms that are part of the State of Virgin-
ia’s Century Farm initiative. Professional 
photographer Philip Ulanowsky visited 11 
out of the currently registered 22 farms 
that meet the Century Farm criteria. 

According to the Code of Virginia: Vir-
ginia Century Farm Program recognizes 
and honors those farms that have been 
in operation for at least 100 consecutive 
years and the generations of Virginia farm 
families whose diligent and dedicated 
efforts have maintained these farms, pro-

vided nourishment to their fellow cit-
izens and contributed so greatly to the 
economy of the Commonwealth.

Century Farms must meet several cri-
teria in order to be eligible to apply for 
entrance into the program. The farm must 
have been owned by the same family for 
at least 100 consecutive years; it must be 
lived on or actually farmed by a descen-
dant of the original farm owner; and the 
farm must grow over $2,500 annually 
from the sale of farm products.  

For participation in the program, fam-
ilies receive recognition of their desig-
nation as a Virginia Century Farm, they 
receive a certificate signed by the Gov-
ernor and a sign appropriate for outdoor 
display. In addition, the name of the farm 
and its owners are listed on the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services website.

While there are farms throughout Vir-
ginia that may qualify as Century Farms, 
not all owners go through the process to 
receive that designation. The same could 
be true in Loudoun County where there 
are currently 22 Century Farms that are 
recognized officially.  

Photographer Philip Ulanowsky visited 
11 of these farms, meeting with the own-
ers, touring the properties and scouting 
out the best location for a portrait of the 
families with their property. The result is 
a series of images that evoke the powerful 
connection between landowner and land.

Purcellville resident Philip Ulanowksky 
is a photojournalist and professional pho-
tographer. From an early age, Ulanowsky 
was fascinated by the photographic image 
and the development of that image on 
paper.  

Having studied at the Philadelphia 
College of Art, Ulanowsky is largely self-
taught and favors the non-digital, tradi-

tional methods of photography on 
film and the process of developing said 
film in a darkroom.  

In addition to working in photojournal-
ism and in the commercial sector, he was 
the Loudoun Ballet Company’s photog-
rapher for 14 years. His black and white 
photographs utilizing the silver gelatin 
method create deep darks and have a 
lushness that is not found in the digital or 
AI manipulations of current photography.

Ulnaowsky speaks of how the renewed 
interest in the non-digital process of pho-
tography has sparked the return of long-
lost community darkrooms, cameras that 
use actual film and modified photography 
equipment that stays true to the original 
but with modern upgrades. 

Similarly, where the American farmer is 
now well recognized as a dying breed, there 
is hope in another kind of renewal. Many 
of the next generation of Americans want 
to know where their food comes from and 
prefer to purchase it locally.  

The Covid-19 pandemic brought to 
light the possibilities of supply chain 

Contact us today at (540) 687-3608
or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com

PO Box 309 Middleburg, VA 20118-0188
LC# MD HVACR 01-2278

Are you paying too
much for Propane?  
Call Hunt Country

Propane today!

WE’RE LOCAL. WE’RE LOCAL. 
WE’RE LESS. WE’RE LESS. 

WE’RE HONEST.WE’RE HONEST.
n We believe all customers should be paying the same 

low price for propane.
 No games. No hidden charges.
n Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.
n A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more! 
n We Sell and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Exhibit puts Century Farms 
into focus

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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2023. The proposed routes and signage 
were set out in a 233-page report by con-
sultants VHB.  

I question their local knowledge, high-
lighted by its inclusion of high-traffic seg-
ments in the western loop, and its general 
lack of seriousness—such as its outreach 
to “stakeholders” like the Gallaudet Uni-
versity Alumni Association and the Chi-
nese American Parent Association.  

 Wayfinding 

“Wayfinding” is a system of carefully 
located signs that provide directional 
information. For example, a subur-
ban office park may have signs that say, 
“2275” with a right arrow (thus, turn right 
to find building 2275) or “2150” with a 
north-pointing arrow (thus, continue 
straight ahead) to that building. The sys-
tem can be as simple as a street sign, and 
in commercial projects, as deluxe as the 
budget allows.

Fancy Signs for Cyclists

Staff’s proposal, via the consultant, 
calls for fancy wayfinding signs celled 
“kiosks” that would be suitable for a high-
end commercial development. These 

kiosks are pricey at about $5,000 each, 
and the County has no problem spending 
$1.7 million of taxpayer money to imple-
ment the overall program.

Loops

A proposed loop in eastern Loudoun 
seems to have no issues. The main west-
ern loop, on the other hand, has sparked 
intense concern.

That proposed western loop is 40.5 
miles long, and utilizes long portions of 
high-traffic, higher-speed routes such as 
Hamilton Station Road and Loyalty Road, 
which have no shoulders, blind curves and 
blind hills. Bicyclists would have to share 
lanes with motorists, an idea fraught with 
danger.  

Ideas

As proposed, the western loop would 
be promoted to bicyclists and others as 
a way to get to breweries and wineries, 
which are the primary businesses already 
currently shown on the wayfinding map. 

However, the beverage industry already 
pays to be noted on VDOT signage. These 
establishments also have custom signs 
at their entrances. This prompts an idea: 
Make any brewery or winery pay to be 
noted on the wayfinding map or any of 
the signs. The precedent has already been 
set with VDOT signage. 

And a second idea: Any map should 
first emphasize historic sites and import-
ant natural features.    

It’s Your Money

I’m dubious about the wayfinding con-
cept in general and clear-headed about 
the taxpayer’s cost of this luxury. Fiscal 
prudence would reject the entire $1.7 mil-
lion project … and any luxury project.

Is a Wayfinding System Needed?

Nope, and here’s an example: On a 
recent weekend. I saw eight cyclists 
strung out along one of our pretty 
unpaved roads. A minute or so behind 
them was a tight group of a dozen cyclists 
and following that group was a convoy of 
perhaps twenty antique military Jeeps, all 
painted Army green. A pair of pedestri-
ans was next, and following all this was a 
large two-rider-wide cycling group. That 
was a collective total of at least sixty peo-
ple, finding their way without a wayfind-
ing map or wayfinding signs. 

 A New Topic: Taxpayers’ Money

The County has a “fund balance” of 
$250 million. As I understand it, a “fund 
balance” is money on hand for which 
the County has not yet found a use. I, 
though, can suggest a use for this money: 

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

The Board recently approved a $1.7 mil-
lion “wayfinding” program but directed 
Staff to rethink a proposed 40.5-mile 
western Loudoun route. I applaud the 
Board of Supervisors for hitting “Pause” 

on that ill-considered por-
tion of Staff’s “Wayfinding” 
proposal. I also thank Super-

visor Briskman for pointing out that a 
40.5-mile route is simply too long for most 
recreational cyclists. 

The proposed wayfinding program 
would be a system of signage that desig-
nates a planned bicycle loop on western 
Loudoun roads, as well as several other 
loops elsewhere. 

Kudos to the Board for directing Staff to 
work with the group Bike Loudoun as the 
principal stakeholder. The Heritage Com-
mission should also be involved.

However, there’s scant succor since the 
Board just approved this luxury project 
which we don’t need. (A luxury project is 
something that might be nice to have, but 
which is not truly a necessity. The way-
finding is a perfect example of a luxury 
project.)

This wayfinding scheme was first con-
sidered in 2017 and resurfaced in late 

They’ve Lost Their Way

OPINION

OPINION

BY KWASI FRASER, FORMER TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE MAYOR

Here we go again. The politicians are at 
it once more, spinning dreams of housing 
affordability while conveniently ignoring 
the true costs of their promises. No mention 
of paying people more to keep pace with 
housing prices. No acknowledgment of the 
economic strain these plans will place on 

the very communities they’re 
meant to help. Instead, we’re 
treated to a tired narrative: 

pack people in tighter, subsidize the cost 
with taxpayers’ dollars, and voila! Afford-
able housing Nirvana.

Take the Town of Purcellville, for exam-
ple. For years, affordable housing has been 
a hot topic, but the proponents of increased 
housing density and subsidization have yet 
to answer basic questions. And until they 
do, the people of this town should be wary 
of the promises being made. Let’s start with 
these five glaring holes in their narrative:

1. What is the current inventory of 
affordable housing in Purcellville, and 
how much more is truly needed?  Given 
the Virginia estimate of 3.6 million housing 

units with a demand for 4.1 million, assum-
ing we can reasonably apply the proportional 
need in housing units across communities in 
Virginia that will result in a 13.88% increase 
in housing units.  For Purcellville, with an 
estimated 3,000 homes, this translates to 
a need for 417 new homes. Assuming each 
new home brings three additional cars, this 
could add approximately 1,250 cars to our 
roads.

Before we start upending neighborhoods 
and accommodating a potential influx of 
1,250 cars on our roads, we need an honest 
and data-driven assessment of the actual 
demand. Are we addressing a critical need 
for housing that aligns with the propor-
tional estimate, or are we creating a solution 
in search of a problem?

2. What is the target cost of this pro-
posed “affordable housing”? Lofty terms 
like “affordable” mean little without a num-
ber attached. Are we talking about homes 
priced at $200,000? $400,000? Words are 
cheap, but homes aren’t.

3. How many homes will be needed to 
meet this so-called affordable housing 

demand? What does success look like, and 
how will we know when we’ve achieved it? 
Or is this just an endless cycle of densifica-
tion until the town loses its character and 
charm?

4. What is the financial impact of this 
model on Purcellville’s budget? The 
numbers don’t lie: for every $1 collected in 
residential property taxes, according to the 
FY25 Budget, Purcellville spends $3.3 on 
services. How much deeper will the deficit 
grow, and who will foot the bill?

5. What about traffic and infrastruc-
ture? Every new home brings two or three 
more cars onto our roads. What’s the plan 
for the increased congestion, the wear and 
tear on roads, and the already strained 
transportation infrastructure? Or do we 
simply hope for the best?

6. How does this plan entice critical 
service workers to live here? Will police 
officers, teachers, and nurses living within 
30 miles of their workplaces give up their 
tranquil homes to cram into higher-density 
housing simply to shave a few minutes off 
their commute?

7. What happens to property values? 
How will your affordability scheme impact 
the family that just bought their $600,000 
home, investing their savings in the dream 
of Purcellville?

Affordable Housing: promises, 
problems, and the cost of the mirage

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

Editor’s Note: It was stated during the Town of Purcellville Nov. 5 campaign that the Blue Ridge Leader made an in-kind ad 
donation to one of the candidates running for town council. There was a brief reporting error, and the statement is not true.
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We Welcome Your Letters To The Editor!
Submissions can be sent to: 

Editor@BlueRidgeLeader.com, or via mail to  
PO Box 325, Purcellville, VA 20134-0325

Please include your name, address and phone 
number. We reserve the right to edit submissions 

as necessary. Deadline for print edition is the 
third week of each month, or, online any time. 
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Dear Editor:
The night sky over North America has been growing 

brighter by about 10% each year.  The DMV, including 
Loudoun, is the most light-polluted region of the country, 
with more than 200,000 times the artificial light of Ameri-

ca’s naturally dark night skies.  Scientists pre-
dict that in 20 years, no stars will be visible 
here at night. 

Light pollution results in the loss of contrast between 
light and dark, day and night, which confuses our circadian 
rhythm and jeopardizes our health. Humans have an inter-
nal master clock, the hypothalamus of the brain, which is 

synced to this 24-hour light cycle. 
Our eyes have photoreceptors that send light informa-

tion to the brain. Every normal body function from hor-
mone secretion to cell division depends on the control of 
the hypothalamus. Exposure to light at night disrupts this 
natural control of our physiology.

Research links light pollution to a range of health prob-
lems including: cancer, heart disease, diabetes, and Alzhei-
mer’s disease.   Specifically, researchers have used satellite 
data to measure light pollution at residential addresses of 
many thousands of people worldwide. 

Dear Editor:
I had the privilege of attending a 

Mercer Middle School (MMS) re-nam-
ing committee meeting 
last week at MMS.

I was aware of MMS’ 
rich 20-year history of academic 
accomplishment and service. Many 
people have told me of the dedicated 
teachers and staff who make this 
school a true beacon of love and learn-
ing for the surrounding community.

I arrived just as the committee of 
about 20 people, seated around the main 
table, began a bewildering debate about 
renaming a school that is not named in 
honor of any person or anything that 
can be construed with racism. In other 
words, they are looking for a solution to 
a problem that doesn’t exist.

I quickly observed that the chair-
person of the committee was showing 
bias against the name “Mercer.” Her 
line of questioning, body language, 

and interaction with the other mem-
bers made it seem that she had already 
decided that “Mercer” equates racism. 

One person on the committee made 
a contortionist argument that racist 
incidents in Birmingham, Alabama, 
during the 1960’s were somehow proof 
that systemic racism was alive and well 
in LCPS. 

One of the committee members was 
the chairperson of the local NAACP 

Dear Editor,
I agree with Les Starck’s position 

regarding the bridge on Beaverdam 
Bridge Road, and his con-
cern that a proposal to 
abandon the right of way 

there would deny the public access 
to a road that people have used and 
enjoyed for years. (Letters, Oct. 30) 
The county’s scenic gravel roads are a 

major resource for the county and are 
regularly enjoyed by bicyclists, pedes-
trians and equestrians. The proposal 
to abandon the right of way has drawn 
widespread opposition.

By way of background, several years 
ago the bridge over Beaverdam Creek 
deteriorated to the point it could no 
longer support cars and trucks. Pedes-
trians, bicyclists and equestrians 

continued to transit the bridge until 
more recently, when all  access was 
denied. Meanwhile, the Virginia 
Department of Transportation says 
they have no intention of funding the 
construction of a new bridge and a 
landowner in the area has pushed for 
an abandonment of the right of way, 
which would allow the land to revert to 
private ownership. 

Loudoun county staff is currently 
reviewing the issue at the request of 

Dear Editor:
Here is my letter to the editor about the 

top priorities our President 
Elect and his Cabinet Offi-
cials should do right away to 

Make America Great Again:
•	 Stop birthright citizenship and 

birth tourism. Stop creating “anchor 
babies.”  

•	 No public assistance for illegal 
immigrants.

•	 Stop “Catch and Release.” Detain 
and deport all illegal immigrants

•	 Close the border and finish the wall.
•	 Pass legislation allowing all law 

enforcement (police, sheriffs, 
marshals) to ask about citizenship 
status. Provide a means for all law 
enforcement to detain those who are 
not citizens and are here illegally. 

•	 Defund every sanctuary city.
•	 Cancel all Chinese student Visa’s 

and send them home. 
•	 Stop all land sales to foreign entities. 

Rescind the sale or nationalize 
foreign owned land.

•	 Take away China’s “Most Favored 
Nation” trade status. 

•	 Pass National legislation requiring 
proof of citizenship and proper ID to 
vote and force states to comply.  

•	 Stop government subsidies to the 
NCAA until they stop allowing 
biological men to participate in 
women’s sports. 

•	 No biological men in women’s 
sports. 

•	 No male prisoners in female 
prisons.

10 S. Greenway Ave 
Boyce, VA 22620

540.837.9351

ALLOW FRESH AIR INTO YOUR HOME 

SPECTRUM™ STORM DOOR 
WITH A RETRACTABLE SCREEN

Otter Creek Millwork.indd   1Otter Creek Millwork.indd   1 7/25/2023   2:55:08 PM7/25/2023   2:55:08 PM
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LETTER

LETTER

LETTER

LETTER

Let’s work with organizations to reduce light pollution

Mercer Middle School’s name should remain unchanged

Save the bridge/public right of way  
on Beaverdam Bridge Road

Here’s how we can 
Make America Great 
Again

Purcellville Electric LLC
PurcellvilleElectric.com40 Years of Experience   •   Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects

Twinkling Wishes from Purcellville Electric

540-338-2424  
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BY TIM JON

“Well,” I remember thinking, “I’d bet-
ter make this quick.” You see, as I turned 
into the drive to seek a parking area for 
the main character in today’s drama, I 
noticed a sign indicating official displea-
sure at my presence therein; now, when 
I’d looked up the available information on 
these geographical coordinates, I’d found 

no hint of such private sta-
tus. But, sure enough, the 
placard stated emphati-
cally that these grounds 
belonged to the folks liv-
ing in the surrounding 
neighborhood, and that 

visitors—well, had best turn around. 
So, like any properly-raised, wayward 

child, I discretely parked my vehicle, took 
a few steps toward the small body of water 
and encircling walking trail, enjoyed the 
choicest moments of a mild summer pre-
dawn, surveyed my surroundings and 
captured some of the more interesting 
sights on camera. 

I half expected—the entire few minutes 
I spent on the forbidden grass and black-
top—that a local official would pop out 
of the bushes and slap on a pair of hand-
cuffs, confiscate my photography equip-
ment, and most likely, impound my car. 
Probably seize my home as collateral for 

the egregiousness I’d trans-
gressed. Having been raised 
in humble, German-Lu-
theran culture in the modest 
Midwest, I’ll probably suffer 
eternal shame and penance 
for my one, and only visit to 
Windmill Park in Ashburn. 

The visit, in fact, was fairly 
benign. The one other ear-
ly-morning visitor (obvi-
ously a resident who enjoyed 
a welcome user status at the 
facility) was taking some 
exercise on the tennis courts, 
and offered no interference to my unwar-
ranted intrusion. 

I was able to enjoy the day’s beginning 
to my heart’s content; I even wistfully 
thought about taking a stroll around the 
little body of water within the Park, but 
thought better of it, and slowly made my 
way back to the parking area, climbed 
into my source of transportation, and 
bid an everlasting (at least in the physi-
cal sense) ‘goodbye’ to what I found as an 
otherwise very inviting place.

I say this because I found the atmo-
sphere of the place absolutely enchant-
ing, what with the gradual lightening of 
the sky, the spray and mist from the pond 
fountain, the early-morning silhouette of 

the gazebo (deserted, of course, at that 
untimely hour), and a bit further off in 
the distance, the shape of an historic 
windmill [hence the name of the facility] 
cutting into the eastern sky. I will enjoy 
all those things as long as the memories 
of any other local visits I’ve recorded in 
this series. 

And the pre-dawn walk that I never 
actually got to complete? I guess I leave 
that to my imagination. 

And yours as well, since you’ve accom-
panied me on today’s sojourn. You’ve 
even served as a sort of accomplice in the 
act of trespass, so beware. If a Park Official 
stops by your home while you’re happily 
engaged in this little tale of exploration, 
don’t point the finger at me; you came 

along of your own free will. 
Now, if anyone wants to know the 

exact whereabouts of Windmill Park, it 
wouldn’t be hard to find: you already 
know it lies within Ashburn, Virginia—
that homogenous blur of humanity to the 
south and east of Leesburg. 

You can look it up on virtually any 
electronic device, and it’ll tell you—with 
explicit directions—how to arrive at the 
spot in your automobile. You may even 
see some enchanting pictures, with 
the pond, the fountain, the gazebo, the 
quaint little walkway, the tennis courts, 
and the Park’s namesake—that old wind-
mill, still slicing the air near the entrance 
to the facility. 

You can read a review or two, describ-
ing the wonderful experiences to enjoy 
there (walks, cook-outs, tennis, exercise 
for the kids and other activities). 

But—one bit of information you will 
definitely not find is an official welcome 
for local storytellers from the County 
Seat. No. They need to head somewhere 
else. In fact, hindsight now tells me that 
we need to keep this particular tale in 
confidence. 

We can’t have the wrong people find 
out about this; so, as you’re taking that 
imaginary stroll around the forbidden 
pond with me, don’t be surprised if an 
imaginary official pops out of the bushes 
and slaps on the cuffs, etcetera, etcetera. 

 TIM JON

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: Windmill Park

The key to being rich is knowing what 
counts – living life your way and having 
someone who can help you get there. 

Count on us for financial strategies 
that help support a life you love.

What does it mean to be rich?

edwardjones.com/findyourrich

Member SIPC

CAT-16762-A-A1-AD © 2024 EDWARD D. JONES CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 23683381

Joshua Wolinski
Financial Advisor
121 E Main St
Purcellville, VA 20132
540-338-2291
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BY VALERIE CURY
On Nov. 19 after congratulating Purcell-

ville Police Officer of the Year, Ben Nett, on 
his successful election to Town Council, 

senior management of 
the Town of Purcellville 
notified him that he has 

two choices—either resign his position as 
a town police officer or resign from Town 
Council.

Based on the revised Town of Pur-
cellville Employee Handbook, Section 
10.3.B.1, “No employee shall continue in 
their position with the Town after election 

to any public office in the Town.” 
This newly created policy was inserted 

into the July 2024 revision of the Town of 
Purcellville Employee Handbook, which 
had not been updated since 2005. Prior to 
this revision, no reference to the new pol-
icy existed in the handbook. By this time 
Nett had met all criteria to run for election.

The updated handbook was distrib-
uted in July 2024 without prior notice to 
employees and was made available on 
the employee section of the town’s web-
site for their access. However, despite 
its availability, no effort was made to 

specifically inform Nett about the policy, 
which directly pertains to his election to 
Town Council.

It wasn’t until the end of November that 
Nett was notified that it was his responsi-
bility to read the updated handbook. This 
raises concerns about why such an import-
ant update was communicated so poorly—
and why it was introduced at this time.

Also, during his campaign and while on 
duty, and at the same time this new policy 
targeting Nett was implemented, he was 
taken into the police suspect interview 
room at police headquarters, disarmed, 

and questioned at length regarding an 
alleged complaint from another candidate 
running for Town Council. 

Nett was also asked about his employ-
ment plans after the election, and who else 
he has spoken with on Town Council. That 
complaint was found to be unsustained, 
and to date the alleged complaint has been 
withheld from him. 

According to a source familiar with the 
Purcellville Police Department, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, an officer 
under formal Internal Affairs investigation 

Purcellville Police Officer of the Year given ultimatum following town council win

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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BEFORE
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LAND YOU ALREADY OWN
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RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH
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Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area
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Autumn Olives will overtake your land in short order. Simple 
bush hogging does not work. Eradicate this problem now.

Invasives will invade…
We can fix that!

           www.veteransllc.us
     540-900-1888  |  veteranslandrescue@gmail.com

before after

Got Autumn Olive Issues?

Forest Mulching - Land Clearing
Tree Work - Land Grooming

We give you back the land you already own

   Our comprehensive land grooming 
   operation will transform your overrun 

  property into usable land.
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IN

Free 
Downtown 

Parking
(Thanksgiving through New Year’s Day)

The Town of Leesburg invites 
you to enjoy and experience the holiday magic 
of Historic Leesburg

Shop Small Saturday
Saturday, November 30 ~ All Day 
Shop and dine around Historic Downtown 
Leesburg on this special day to support 
local small businesses. 

Victorian Carolers
Saturday, November 30 ~ 2:00pm-5:00pm  
The Pickwick Singers will be dressed in 
Victorian costumes, as they stroll around 
caroling everyone they meet.

Leesburg 
First Friday
Friday, December 6 ~ 6:00pm-9:00pm 
     Over 15 live music events, wine tastings, 
       art exhibits, special activities, and more. 
     It’s fun and free!
 
Holiday Market
at the Courthouse
Saturday, December 7 ~ 12:00pm-4:00pm
Pop-up holiday market on the 
courthouse grounds with many 
gifts under $25.

Holiday Tree Lighting 
Saturday, December 7 ~ 6:00pm
Join friends and neighbors to celebrate 
the start of the holiday season. 
Held on Town Green.

Holidays in Leesburg 
Fine Arts & Crafts Show
Saturday, December 7 ~ 9:00am-4:00pm & 
Sunday, December 8 ~ 10:00am-4:00pm 
Over 95 local and regional artisans will be
selling original handcrafted items at 
Ida Lee Park Recreation Center. 
Free parking and admission to the show.

A Downtown 
Hometown Holiday
Saturday, December 14 ~ 1:00pm-3:00pm
Enjoy strolling carolers & holiday characters, 
photos with Santa, holiday open houses, 
and free holiday wrapping. 

Annual Christmas & 
Holiday Parade
Saturday, December 14 ~ 6:00pm
The parade will usher Santa and his friends 
down King Street through Historic Leesburg. 
      Parade begins at Ida Lee Park and ends at 
         Fairfax Street. Parade participation is free 
         and open to the public.

Wilkes’ changes

Wilkes said she proposes Mixed Use 
Neighborhood Scale for the Historic 
Downtown area, even though this does 
not align with the Town’s 2030 Compre-
hensive Plan or the current town zoning 
ordinance, which limits apartments to two 
per building in that area. 

She said the Comprehensive Plan envi-
sioned a village scale “and I think we need 
to honor that.” Instead of the longstanding 
two apartment per building on 21st Street, 
Wilkes is recommending no limits to how 
many apartments can go in this area.

“The form of buildings and where they 
are, it’s naturally limiting,” said Wilkes. 
“It will limit naturally due to the form and 
lot size. The market will naturally dictate 
the number.” The Planning Commission, 
however, recommends leaving the current 
zoning at two apartments per building.

Developer Casey Chapman and his inves-
tors have been asking for multiple apart-
ment complexes in this area. They own the 

Vineyard Square block on 21st Street, along 
with the Valley Business Park. They have 
said along with the allowed commercial 
uses, they want multi-family apartments 
and a hotel use added to this area. 

Conflicts of Interest?

From 2020 to 2023, Vice Mayor Erin 
Rayner has received a total of $72,476 in 
donations.  Approximately $27,000 of that 
came from developer Casey Chapman, his 
affiliates, his uncle and two of his uncle’s 
employees. From 2022 to 2024, Rayner has 
contributed $10,300 of her donations to 
Council Member Caleb Stought, who has 
also received approximately $1,500 from 
one of the investors of Vineyard Square 
and the Valley Business Park. 

This past election, Mayor Stan Milan 
received $10,000 from an employee of an 
uncle of Chapman who has a land devel-
opment company in Purcellville. He also 
received $11,849 from Citizens for Vir-
ginia PAC which is based in Wisconsin. 
Milan received $2,000 from a landowner 

who will also be annexed along with the 
Valley Commerce Center if it is annexed 
into town.

The Agriculture Commercial Tourism 
District is comprised of three parcels, 
one of which is located on Colonial Hwy 
immediately after the traffic circle at Main 
Street and Rt. 287. Staff has proposed add-
ing a school, senior center, and country inn 
(up to 50 rooms) as permitted uses. Under 
the zoning passed by the Planning Com-
mission, country inns are limited to nine 
rooms, with any facility exceeding that 
number requiring a Special Use Permit. 

This gateway district was originally 
envisioned for low-density development, 
given its close proximity to the traffic cir-
cle and the 90-acre Crooked Run Orchard 
which is in conservation easement. One 
of the property owners has requested the 
inclusion of these new uses, as they might 
have a potential contract for a school with 
100 students.

The owner of this parcel donated $2,000 
to the Milan for Mayor Campaign and has 

donated $2,100 to Vice Mayor Erin Ray-
ner’s campaign from 2020-2022.

More changes

Wilkes said that the Planning Commis-
sion’s recommendation to remove the 
provision for duplexes in the R-3 (residen-
tial) area, reduces a “development right 
from two units per parcel to one.” She rec-
ommends leaving duplexes in that area as 
a by-right (allowed) use. 

Wilkes said that the suburban and urban 
areas in town are “two different animals—
and I will say that as a general statement, 
suburban development doesn’t pay for 
itself.

“We talk in the Comprehensive Plan 
about areas to sustain. Generally speak-
ing, over time, over the long run, subur-
ban development costs the town more per 
house, per mile, per block and essentially, 
they are areas to subsidize,”—meaning 
these areas have too much front and back 
yard.

PURCELLVILLE’S ZONING OVERHAUL, CON’T. FROM P. 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »

10	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 DECEMBER 2024



BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

The holiday season is often seen as 
a time to reconnect with family and to 

celebrate traditions. How-
ever, family gatherings can 
also bring challenges. For 
some, these moments are 
opportunities to create 
joyful memories; for oth-
ers, they may feel like nav-
igating a social minefield. 

Understanding the pros and cons of hol-
iday get-togethers, along with actionable 
strategies for managing potential pitfalls, 
can help you make the most of your fam-
ily time.

The Pros

Strengthening Bonds: The holidays 
provide a natural opportunity to deepen 
relationships with relatives. Shared time 
around the dinner table or during family 
traditions can reinforce connections that 
may have weakened over time. These 
moments of reconnection can become 
the foundation for stronger, more endur-
ing bonds.

Creating Memories: Holiday tradi-
tions, whether they involve decorating 
a tree, playing board games, or watching 
favorite movies, create lasting memories. 
These shared experiences can become 
cherished stories passed down through 
generations.

Fostering Your Support System: 
Family gatherings often offer more than 
just a meal—they can provide emotional 
support and a sense of belonging. For 
individuals going through difficult times, 
engaging meaningfully with important 
others can be especially grounding and 
comforting.

Honoring Cultural Traditions: Cel-
ebrating the holidays together often 
involves honoring cultural or religious 
customs. These rituals foster shared 
identity and continuity, particularly for 
younger family members who benefit 
from seeing (and being part of) traditions 
upheld.

Sharing Resources: Holiday prepara-
tions can feel overwhelming and isolating 
when done alone. Coming together as a 
family allows for collaboration, whether 
that’s sharing the cooking responsibilities 
or dividing the costs of gifts and decora-
tions, making the season more manage-
able for everyone.

The Cons

Political Tensions: President Elect 
Donald Trump won the election, and 
the Republicans also won the House and 
Senate. This outcome certainly has been 
a joyous one for conservatives, but it has 
been very upsetting for liberals. Differ-
ing opinions among relatives may lead 
to uncomfortable or heated exchanges, 

dampening the festive spirit.
Financial Strain: The holidays can be 

an expensive time of year, and hosting or 
traveling for family gatherings adds to the 
burden. For some, these financial pres-
sures may outweigh the joy of spending 
time together.

Emotional Strain: Unresolved fam-
ily conflicts or strained relationships can 
come to the surface during close interac-
tions. Long-standing tensions can turn 
what should be a joyful occasion into a 
stressful one.

Logistical Challenges:  Coordinating 
a family gathering often involves juggling 
schedules, arranging meals, and finding 
suitable accommodations. These logis-
tical demands can be exhausting, espe-
cially when trying to cater to everyone’s 
preferences.

Health Concerns.  Large gatherings 
can pose health risks, especially for vul-
nerable family members. This concern has 
become even more prominent in recent 
years, with the ongoing potential for ill-
ness transmission.

Some Practical Tips

Set Ground Rules: Before the gather-
ing, agree on certain boundaries to keep 
the environment peaceful. For instance, 
deciding to avoid topics like politics 
or sensitive family matters can reduce 
tension.

Plan Activities: Organized games, 
movie nights, or outdoor activities can 
keep everyone engaged and provide 
opportunities for bonding without con-
flict. Structured activities also help avoid 
idle moments where tensions might 
arise.
Express Gratitude: Focusing on grat-

itude can shift the tone of family inter-
actions. Letting relatives know what 
you appreciate about them and the hol-
iday season can create a more positive 
atmosphere.

Create a Neutral Space: Choose a 
setting that feels neutral and welcoming 
to all attendees. Whether it’s a relative’s 
home, a rented space, a restaurant or even 
a virtual gathering, ensure that everyone 
feels comfortable.

Be Inclusive: Make an effort to include 
everyone in conversations, activities, 
and planning. Showing appreciation for 
diverse opinions and experiences helps 
create a harmonious environment.

Some Things To Avoid

Bringing Up Politics: Divisive topics 
like politics can quickly derail the festivi-
ties. Unless everyone is open to a respect-
ful discussion, it’s best to steer clear of 
these subjects.

Overindulging: While enjoying the 
holiday treats is part of the fun, exces-
sive eating or drinking can lower inhibi-
tions and lead to unfiltered comments or 
arguments.

Criticizing Others: Judgments about 
someone’s life choices, parenting style, 
or career can cause unnecessary friction. 

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

The Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors again tackled the issue of residential 
development as it discussed the rezoning of 
a Stone Hill property during its Public Hear-
ing on Oct. 9.

The property is currently zoned for Com-
mercial Center development, meaning that 
the developers expected retailers to build in 
this area. The applicant, Angela Rassas, who 
represents Toll Brothers, Inc., asked for the 
property to be rezoned to Multifamily Res-
idential development. This request came 
after the applicant held four community 
meetings with the Loudoun Valley Estates 
II (LVE II) Homeowners Association.

“When we took [the original plan] to the 
community, they said, ‘No, thank you.’” said 
Curata Partners Planning and Development 
Specialist Molly Novotny, speaking for the 
applicant.

Novotny attributed the community’s 
reluctance to embrace more retailers to the 
“prolific amount of retail around the prop-
erty.” When the developers came back with 
a new plan, the community again rejected 

the plan.
“So, we came back and said, ‘Okay, what 

else can we do here?’” Novotny said.
The applicant continued to communi-

cate with LVE II residents and discovered 
that what the community wanted was more 
parking and pickleball courts. Taking inspi-
ration from Buckingham and other proper-
ties across the street from Stone Hill, the 
applicant constructed the current proposal. 
The proposal included two pickleball courts 
and 355 parking spaces.

Stephen Hoffman represented the LVE II 
Homeowners Association in a public com-
ment. He said that the Homeowners Asso-
ciation supported the applicant’s plan. He 
explained that though the number of park-
ing spaces currently on the property com-
plies with zoning ordinances, there are not 
enough parking spaces for residents since 
some residents own two or three cars. As 
a result, some residents park on Hopewell 
Manor Terrace.

“The additional parking spaces will sub-
stantively improve parking ability and 
safety,” Hoffman said.

At a Planning Commission meeting on 
July 30, two Loudoun County residents 
spoke during public comment to express 
their concerns about the plan for devel-
opment such as compatibility with the 
surrounding homes, building height, and 
communication with surrounding Home-
owners Associations. 

One commenter, Tia Earman from the 
Piedmont Environmental Council, wanted 
to draw attention to the amount of outdoor 
recreational space available to residents. 
The applicant is seeking an exception on 
the yard standards to reduce the internal 
front yard setbacks from 25 feet to 15 feet. 
According to Earman, these outdoor spaces 
are correlated with the happiness of the 
community and reducing them would be 
detrimental to residents.

“This is an all-too-common theme in 
Loudoun development applications when 
it comes quality of life feature minimums 
developed from public input. And mod-
ern planning practices are not the starting 
point they should be,” Earman said.

Members of the Board of Supervisors 

had concerns of their own. Because the 
property was originally zoned for retailers, 
there are some issues that may affect the 
livability of residential developments on 
the property.

One of the board members’ biggest con-
cerns was the amount of noise coming from 
Dulles Airport. The development is 400 feet 
outside of an area that is rated at or above 
a 65 day/night average sound level (Ldn). 
Since 65 Ldn is the highest sound level 
rated for all normal land uses, the property 
is just barely within an area considered suit-
able for residential development. 

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Little River) 
suggested that the applicant use windows 
and insulation that will help mitigate the 
noise. Supervisor Michael Turner (D-Ash-
burn) agreed. He would not even consider 
voting for the plan unless Ldn 67 noise 
mitigation, the highest quality technology 
available, is used in the dwelling units.

TeKrony compared the level of airport 
noise to that of the Birchwood neigh-
borhood. The Board has received many 

Family gatherings during the holidays:  The pros,  
the cons, some practical tips and some things to avoid

Density and noise concerns slow Stone Hill development

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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DECEMBER 2024	  BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 11



PART TIME
COUNTY GOVERNMENT

WRITER
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Submitted by Joshua Wolinski, Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor

As we enter the holiday season, your 
life may well become busier. Still, you 
might want to take the time to consider 
some financial moves before we turn the 
calendar to 2025.
Here are a few suggestions:
•  Review your investment portfolio. As 

you look at your portfo-
lio, ask these questions: 
Has its performance 
met my expectations this 
year? Does it still reflect 
my goals, risk tolerance 
and time horizon? Do I 
need to rebalance? You 

might find that working with a financial 
professional can help you answer these 
and other questions you may have about 
your investments.
	 • Add to your 401(k) and HSA. If you 
can afford it, and your employer allows 
it, consider putting more money into your 
401(k) before the year ends—including 
“catch-up” contributions if you’re 50 or 

older. You might also want to add to your 
health savings account (HSA) by the 
tax-filing deadline in April. 
	 • Use your FSA dollars. Unlike an 
HSA, a flexible spending account (FSA) 
works on a “use-it-or-lose-it” basis, 
meaning you lose any unspent funds at 
the end of the year. So, if you still have 
funds left in your account, try to use 
them up in 2024. (Employers may grant 
a 2½ month extension, so check with 
your human resources area to see if this 
is the case where you work.) 
	 • Contribute to a 529 plan. If you 
haven’t opened a 529 education savings 
plan for your children, think about doing 
so this year. With a 529 plan, your earn-
ings can grow tax deferred, and your 
withdrawals are federally tax free when 
used for qualified education expens-
es—tuition, fees, books and so on. And 
if you invest in your own state’s 529 
plan, you might be able to deduct your 

contributions from your state income tax 
or receive a state tax credit.
	 • Build your emergency fund. It’s 
generally a good idea to keep up to six 
months’ worth of living expenses in an 
emergency fund, with the money held in 
a liquid, low-risk account. Without such 
a fund in place, you might be forced to 
dip into your retirement funds to pay for 
short-term needs, such as a major car or 
home repair. 
	 • Review your estate plans. If you’ve 
experienced any changes in your family 
situation this year, such as marriage, 
remarriage or the birth of a child, you 
may want to update your estate-planning 
documents to reflect your new situation. 
It’s also important to look at the benefi-
ciary designations on your investment 
accounts, retirement plans, IRAs and 
insurance policies, as these designa-
tions can sometimes even supersede the 
instructions you’ve left in your will. And 

if you haven’t started estate planning, 
there’s no time like the present.
	 • Take your RMDs. If you’re 73 
or older, you will likely need to take 
withdrawals—called required minimum 
distributions, or RMDs—from some of 
your retirement accounts, such as your 
traditional IRA. If you don’t take these 
withdrawals each year, you could be 
subject to penalties.
These aren’t the only moves you can 
make, but they may prove helpful not 
only for 2024 but in the years to come. 
Remember, your individual financial 
goals and questions deserve individual 
attention. If you think you might need 
specific financial advice, please reach 
out to a local financial advisor.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward Jones. 

Joshua Wolinski | (540) 338-2291 
| joshua.wolinski@edwardjones.com.
 
“Aligning your financial future with your 
personal goals, wants, and wishes.”

JOSHUA
WOLINSKI

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Consider these year-end financial moves
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Netflix Brings the 
Holiday Cheer 
with Hot Frosty 
BY NAOMI FRASER

The holidays are officially here, and 
what better way to celebrate than with a 
heartwarming Christmas rom-com? So, 

grab your favorite blan-
ket and a steaming mug 
of cocoa, and join me for 
a review of Netflix’s latest 
holiday hit, Hot Frosty—a 
film sure to bring plenty 
of seasonal cheer. 

Hot Frosty is a Christ-
mas rom-com centered 

on Kathy (Lacey Chabert), a recently 
widowed café owner, struggling to move 

forward with her life. While she spends 
most of her time caring for her commu-
nity, she can’t seem to find the moti-
vation to care for herself. Therefore, 
when a friend gives her a scarf that will 
supposedly lead her toward love, Kathy 
nonchalantly places it around a snow 
sculpture of a man. Much to her surprise, 
the snowman, Jack (Dustin Milligan), 
comes to life. As Jack and Kathy navi-
gate this bizarre circumstance, Jack adds 
a little magic to Kathy’s life and helps 
her re-open her heart to the possibility 
of love. 

While I was hesitant going in, I really 
enjoyed Hot Frosty. Like any good Christ-
mas rom-com, it balances humor and 
warmth and leaves audiences grinning 
from ear to ear. The film especially excels 
at creating characters who feel relatable 
and easy to root for, with Kathy being the 
standout example. From the beginning, 
her struggles resonate deeply—How do 

you carry on after a devastating loss? 
Yet, despite her emotional turmoil, 

Kathy continues to show up for her com-
munity, going out of her way to care for 
neighbors, friends, and even strangers. 
The grief and generosity within Kathy 
evoke empathy from viewers and estab-
lish her as someone to root for. We invest 
in her personal growth and cheer as we 
watch her move from a place of grief and 
isolation to one where she can experi-
ence the same love and joy she so freely 
gives others.

Jack is another character who is easy 
to love. The snowman-turned-man 
embodies warmth, joy, and fun. New to 
life, he approaches the world with child-
like wonder, finding excitement in the 
things we often take for granted. His 
presence lights up the town and begins 
to chip away at the walls around Kathy’s 
heart. The relationship between him 
and Kathy feels heartfelt and authentic, 

filled with warmth and tenderness that 
kept me smiling throughout the film.

As every good rom-com needs pro-
tagonists who make us smile, they also 
need antagonists who make us groan. 
Sheriff Hunter (Craig Robinson) fits the 
latter role perfectly. During Jack’s first 
few minutes of being human, he inad-
vertently commits two petty crimes 
that draw the ire of the self-important 
Sheriff Hunter. Though he lacks evi-
dence, Hunter assumes Jack is the cul-
prit and fixates on arresting the man. 
While Robinson’s performance occa-
sionally feels over-the-top in its pursuit 
of laughs, he excels at portraying the 
sheriff’s obnoxious, overzealous per-
sonality. His relentless obsession with 
Jack is equally maddening for the audi-
ence and the characters, but that’s part 
of the fun. Rooting against a villain who 
adds a playful layer of conflict is just as 

NAOMI 
FRASER

Rating: 5/5
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Orme Farm rezoning approved

GOVERNMENT

IS YOUR HOME READY FOR WINTER?

www.pondroofing.com  703.573.8000

$1260 OFF* 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement 
*Minimum project $9900. Promotional offers 

cannot be combined. Sale Ends 12/31/24.

550+

• ROOFING   
• SIDING   
• WINDOWS  

• REPAIRS
• DOORS   
• GUTTERS

FREE 
INSPECTIONS

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

The Orme Farm rezoning application 
appeared on the Loudoun County Board 
of Supervisors’ consent agenda at its Oct. 
16 business meeting after receiving push-
back during the board’s public hearing on 
May 15.

Orme farm, previously known as Green-
field Farm, has received attention from 

The Washington Post 
for being one of the last 
two big turkey farms in 

Loudoun County. It was home to 20,000 
turkeys in the 1940s and 1950s before 
becoming a hog farm in 1959 after turkey 
meat lost its popularity. Now, Loudoun 
County residents are worried that it will 
become home to yet another data center.

The Blue Ridge Leader reported on 
citizens’ public comments on re-zoning 
the Orme Farm property at the Loudoun 
Board of Supervisors public hearing on 
May 15.

During the comments, Tia Earman 
from the Piedmont Environmental Coun-
cil said, “When we say, ‘Stop digging the 
hole deeper,’ this application is exactly 
what we are talking about.”

At the May 15 meeting, Vice Chair 
Juli Briskman (?-Algonkian) asked if the 
applicant would proffer out data centers 
and substations from the application. 

Representing the owners of Orme Farm, 
Roy Barnett of Van Metre Companies, 
LLC responded.

“I cannot sit here tonight and answer 
that question,” Barnett said, “because 
we are representatives here, and I am 
not the property owner. That would be a 
property owner decision.”

Barnett said that he would go back and 
ask the property owner for permission to 
proffer out data centers and substations.

“It’s pretty clear that this is going to 
be a data center unless you proffer out 
data center use,” Ashburn resident Chris 
Tandy said during public comment.

At the May 15 meeting, the Board of 
Supervisors voted to forward the appli-
cation to its July 2 business meeting. The 
vote was 5-2-2 [Briskman and Supervisor 
Michael Turner (D-Ashburn) opposed; 
Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At Large) and 
Supervisor Sylvia Glass (D-Broad Run) 
absent]. The applicant later requested to 
defer the application to the board’s Oct. 
16 business meeting where the applica-
tion appeared on the consent agenda to 
be passed in a block vote with several 
other motions.

At the Oct. 16 meeting, Randall asked 
about the Orme Farm application before 
passing the consent agenda. She said she 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
Lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

P R O P E R T I E S

ChristmasMerry

613 E Main Street, Purcellville
www.twigsva.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

PURCELLVILLE

540-338-4161

701 B West Main Street 
Purcellville, VA 20132

www.purcellvillefloristva.com

Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas!

Builder • Contractor • Excavation

540-338-2306  |  Fax: 540-338-3015
P.O. Box 237 • Purcellville, VA 20134

www.fuoginterbuildinc.com

43 years of 
Christmas 
blessings

WESTERNWEAR LEATHER GOODS JEWELRY GIFTS
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Bullhide CharlieHorse Bailey&StetsonLegendaryHats

LeatherockAccessories Montana Silversmiths
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Scully Leather & Sportswear MontanaWest Texas Leather
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540-751-0777

Free Gift Wrapping Open 7 Days
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 Hand Crafted Celtic & “Outlander Inspired” Jewelryyyyr

 Food Items  Linens  Pottery  Music
 Leather Goods  Liffey Artifacts

Wacky Woolies & Guinness Licensed Products
 Inis/Fragrances of Ireland

Bagpipinggng SSServices for any Occasionnn, Suppliesses,
annnd Lessons by Appointmennnt

109 E. Mainnn Street “Old Town” Puuurcellvilleele, VA
540-751-0777

Celebrating our 50th year in business

Opppen 7 Dayyys CCCeeellleeel bbbrrraaattttingggng our 50th Year!

Professional Bagpiper

Lucchese Tony Lama Corral
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Top Brands 
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Western Wear 
Made in USA

540 338-5859540 338-5859

101 South Maple Ave., Unit E 101 South Maple Ave., Unit E 
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or by chance

~ Thoughtfully designed kitchens ~ 
From cabinets and countertops  

to inserts and hardware

Happy
Holidays
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Home Office 
(540) 822-5123

Cell 
(703) 314-5539

Office 
(571) 210-7355

Kathy Shipley
RE/MAX Executives

www.kathyshipley.com

“Excellence in 
Real Estate”

Merry Christmas
    from Lydia

REALTOR®   

Military Relocation Professional

(M) 732.309.2298 | (O) 540.338.1350
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100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
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Authentic Hand Made Knitwear, Highland 
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Beautiful by
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Holidays

Clothing, Makeup, Jewelry, Gifts
Shop 7 days a week
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AFFORDABLE

Expert Tree & Stump Removal
• HOA Maintenance
• Tree Planting
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Damage
• Pruning

• Trimming
• Crowning
• Bulk Mulch 

Delivery

Licensed & Insured
Member Angie’s List & BBB

Hes 
Company
LLC
703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

LUCKETTS EXCAVATING INC

703-443-0039  |  LuckettsExcavating.com

+  Pond Installation & Repair
+  Gravel Driveways & Roads
+  Basement Excavation

+  Land Clearing & Grading
+  Equestrian Riding Arenas
+  Pad Sites & Lot Clean Up

Lucketts Excavating, Inc. repaired, revived, and 
enlarged this picturesque lake and island along with  
installation of a custom wooden pavilion and dock.

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

Well, stress no more. 
I make Medicare sign-up and 
annual review EASY. And, my 
service is FREE. I guide you 
through the Medicare process: 

STRESSING ABOUT 
MEDICARE?

703-930-5705   jeff@mpgroup.org

Hospital 
Stays

Part A
Medicare 

Advantage

Part C
Doctor
Visits

Part B
RX 

Drugs

Part D

Call me. I’m here to help make 
Medicare as easy as possible.

SUPPORT L CAL 
BUSINESS

Be seen in this SHOP LOCAL section. 
Email advertise@blueridgeleader.com for information.

Scott Pultz
703-727-5442

decksbyscott@gmail.com
35571 Suffolk Ln, Purcellville

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund

Purcellville, VA 

nikki@englundinsurance.com 

540-338-1130

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund

Purcellville, VA 

nikki@englundinsurance.com 

540-338-1130
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Wilkes said, “Properly passed infill 
development will increase the character 
and charm. When you grow according to a 
charming DNA, you are going to get more 
charm. The more you develop—the more 
charm you get.”

Council Member Carol Luke asked, 
“Purcellville is built out, is it not?” Wil-
kes responded, “I don’t believe it’s built out.

“What are you proposing? We have 
streets that exist, houses that exist,” said 
Luke.

Wilkes said, “It would be each street has 
its own character. So, we would try and 
capture the character in the regulations.”

Town Planner Jordan Andrews 
answered, “It’s the redevelopment of 
these small lots [which if redeveloped, 
would make the area more dense thus less 
suburban].”

Said Luke, “So what you are saying 
is that it’s going to become like Falls 
Church.” There was no response.

Wilkes said that she is generally rec-
ommending eliminating Special Use Per-
mits. “They are not necessary and overly 
complicated.” 

The purpose of Special Use Permits is to 
ensure that the community has an oppor-
tunity to provide input on proposed devel-
opments. Developers have been advocating 
for eliminating this requirement, but with-
out the Special Use Permit process, the 
public would lose the ability to voice con-
cerns about what is being built in their 
neighborhoods or elsewhere in the town.

Wilkes is also recommending no 

minimum lot size in the commercial 
areas. The Planning Commission recom-
mended 20,000 square feet minimum lot 
size.

Staff recommends eliminating lot sizes 
and lot size minimums in the Medium 
Scale Commercial parts of town. They are 
also recommending no Floor Area Ratio 
for structures, which means a building 
could overwhelm a lot.

Wilkes also recommended having 
no parameters to by right conditions 
in the commercial districts. “The general 
approach of the Planning Commission 
was if you fell within certain parameters, 
it would be a by-right condition. If you 
fell outside it, each of these parameters—
you would need some kind of Special Use 
Permit.

“In other words, go to the Planning 
Commission and the Town Council for 
review,” she explained. “It’s the Planning 
Staffs’ opinion that these things are not 
necessary—that they are overly compli-
cated,” she said.

Wilkes said Purcellville’s Main Street 
should have the “same standard as the 
downtown area—in other words there is 
no minimum lot size in downtown.” She 
does not agree with any lot size standards 
as they are too “suburban.”

Wilkes said Main Street is a “subur-
ban area right now, but if you have the 
goal of making it more like a traditional 
Main Street, then you should allow it to 
grow that way.” She is recommending no 
minimum lot size “because based on the 
way the market will essentially develop 

this out, there’s really no need to have a 
maximum lot size. It will self-regulate [to 
its highest density].”

Wilkes is recommending a minimum 
street frontage of 30 ft. as opposed to the 
current 100 ft. recommended by the Plan-
ning Commission for street frontage on 
Main Street— “It’s in keeping with the tra-
ditional Main Street approach.” 

Regarding lot depth, staff is recom-
mending none, versus the 150 ft. recom-
mended by the Planning Commission. 
Wilkes is also recommending no limits to 
by-right development on East Main Street.

In the Industrial Districts the Planning 
Commission approved combining the 
CM1 and M1 districts into a single district 
with a minimum lot size of 20,000 square 
feet. Wilkes recommends maintaining the 
two separate districts. 

Currently, Hirst Road is zoned CM1, 
while the Mayfair Industrial Park is 
zoned M1. One of the key reasons for 
the Planning Commission’s decision 
to merge the districts was to address 
safety concerns related to fuel storage 
from a permitted by-right use to a Special 
Use Permit in the CM1 District, as both 
areas are in close proximity to residential 
and commercial businesses, with the M1 
district being even closer to residential 
than the CM1 district.

Wilkes noted that a flood plain buffer 
exists along Hirst Road, and as a result, she 
recommends that fuel storage remain a 
permitted use in this corridor. The change 
recommended by Planning Staff would 
allow more fuel storage in a flood plain.

Wilkes said staff wants to add 
Planned Unit Development into the 
ordinance as “a tool in the tool box.” 
This addition would allow for creativity 
and density with lax standards in height 
and uses. It is usually applied to areas 
of approximately one acre or more. For 
example, the Vineyard Square property on 
21st Street spans two and a half acres.

Wilkes proposes to cut out all the Plan-
ning Commission Overlay Districts the 
commission worked on with then Interim 
Zoning Administrator Martha Semmes as 
it is “too suburban.” 

The Planning Staff recommends one 
foot of rise in the flood plain, per project, 
as opposed to the Planning Commission’s 
zero rise recommendation which mirrors 
Loudoun County and protects citizens 
who live along the major flood plain of the 
South Fork of the Catoctin Creek. Wilkes 
is recommending a 100 ft. buffer from the 
creek instead of the 200 ft. buffer recom-
mended by the Planning Commission. 
Wilkes said 200 ft. “is too large.”

When a property in the flood plain area 
on Hirst Road put fill for over a decade in 
that area, it led to the expansion of the 
flood plain in the Old Dominion Valley 
Neighborhood requiring some home own-
ers to buy flood insurance. Moreover, as 
recent as 2020, 25 properties in both Cato-
ctin Meadows and west of Hatcher Ave-
nue, were found to be threatened by the 
100-year flooding. 

Town Council will review the direc-
tor’s changes at the Dec. 10 Town Council 
Meeting.

PURCELLVILLE’S ZONING OVERHAUL, CON’T. FROM P. 10

complaints from Birchwood residents. 
Hearing these complaints, Turner would 
like to address the airport noise problem on 
a wider scale.

“I don’t care if it takes every second of the 
remaining time I’m in this office, however 
long that is. I’m going to get MWAA and 
Dulles Airport to change the flight path 

of Runway 30,” Turner said. He believes 
a change in flight path would help reduce 
airport noise for many Loudoun County 
residents, including residents of Stone 
Hill.

A few members of the Board suggested 
that disclosure about the airport noise to 
residents before they buy the home would 
cut down on complaints.

“New developers do a good job with this. 

It’s the re-sale where this falls apart, and 
often it’s the re-sale where we hear the 
complaints,” Supervisor Matthew Letour-
neau said.

In May, a bill passed in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly prohibiting localities from 
requiring disclosures in real estate listings. 
The bill was intended to make disclosure 
requirements consistent across the state to 
avoid confusing residents trying to sell their 

homes. The Loudoun Board of Supervisors 
opposed this bill because it prevented the 
Board from requiring homeowners to dis-
close the proximity of their homes to Dulles 
Airport. The bill does not affect the county’s 
ability to enforce disclosure requirements 
on developments, but affects subsequent 
sales.

“We were protecting our residents, 

DENSITY AND NOISE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Town of Leesburg’s annual holiday light show 
will take place in the Rose Garden, located behind 
the Donaldson Log Cabin, 14 Loudoun Street, SW, 
beginning Saturday, Dec. 7 through Jan. 1, 2025.

The display includes approxi-
mately 2,500 lights that are syn-
chronized to three festive holiday 
themed songs. They include Deck 

the Halls, Christmas Sarajevo (Trans-Siberian Orches-
tra), and The Most Wonderful Time of the Year.  

Residents and visitors are encouraged to celebrate 
the sights and sounds while visiting the historic 
downtown. The display will run every evening from 
4:30 to 9:45 p.m.

For a full list of holiday events in Leesburg, go 
to www.leesburgva.gov/holidaysinleesburg.

The Loudoun County Advisory 
Commission on Youth is conducting 
a survey to gather information that 

will help inform 
county leaders 
when making deci-

sions about services and programs 
designed to meet the needs of young 
people in the community. 

The survey is intended for middle 
and high-school-aged students and 

their parents/guardians. The survey 
is expected to take about ten minutes 
to complete. The survey covers four 
topic areas:  

•	 Activities and interests. 
•	 Drug and alcohol use.
•	 Mental health and stress 

management. 
•	 Online access and activity.
Responses are anonymous. 

Participants are not required to 
provide any identifying informa-
tion such as their name, home 
address, birth date, IP address, etc.  
The survey is available in English and 
Spanish. It is open through Tuesday, 
Dec. 31. Information gathered from 
the survey will be used to inform 
ACOY’s “State of Loudoun Youth” 
annual report to the Loudoun County 
Board of Supervisors.

This survey was first conducted in 
2019 as part of the Board of Super-
visors’ initiatives involving youth, 
which, in part, aim to ensure there 
are effective programs and services 
available to help Loudoun’s youth 
thrive. The survey is intended to be 
an annual feedback mechanism to 
help county leaders stay current on 
trends in youth behaviors, interests 
and needs. 

More information about the current 
youth survey is online at  loudoun.
gov/YouthSurvey. More informa-
tion about ACOY, including a link to 
the commission’s “State of Loudoun 
Youth – 2024” report (PDF), is online 
at  loudoun.gov/acoy. More informa-
tion about existing youth services 
offered by Loudoun County is online 
at loudoun.gov/youth.     

Holiday light show returns 
to Downtown Leesburg

County opens 
survey of youth 
& parents to 
Help Young 
People Thrive 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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Next, the commissioners and representative stake-
holders spoke for three minutes each, addressing their 
unique concerns. These concerns centered around over-
regulation of the equine industry.

“There are an infinite number of uses that you could 
define,” representative stakeholder John Ellis said. “It 
leads to problems to regulate every one of them. On the 
other hand, there are a fairly small number of negative 
impacts on neighboring properties. And if those are con-
sistently regulated, we may be getting closer to what we 
want.”

After a dinner break, the committee addressed five 
categories of concerns laid out by Wilson: Consis-
tency/Uniform Standards, Contextual Appropriateness, 
Defined Equestrian Standards, Equine Uses as Principal 
Uses, and Outdoor or Major Recreation Parking Issues.

Issue 1: Consistency/Uniform Standards

The first issue addressed uniformity in the applica-
tion of standards to equine- and recreation-based uses. 
The committee mainly discussed hours of operation for 
equine businesses under this issue.

Below is a chart showing how the hours of operation 
are currently regulated:

Use Hours of Operation

Agricultural Support Uses (Direct 
Association with On-Site Activity)

6 a.m. to 9 p.m. except for Stable, 
Livery facilities which are limited to 4 
a.m. to 9 p.m.

Ag. Support Uses (Standalone) 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Banquet/Event Facility 7 a.m. to 12 a.m. midnight

Bed and Breakfast Homestay, Bed 
and Breakfast Inn, Country Inn, and 
Rural Resorts

7 a.m. to 12 a.m. midnight

The committee members reached a consensus that it 
would be best to simplify the regulations to restrict pub-
lic-facing equine businesses to hours of operation from 
4 a.m. to 12 a.m. Businesses that are not public-facing 

will not face any restrictions of their hours of operation.

Issue 2: Contextual Appropriateness

Under this issue, the committee considered that cer-
tain standards may need to vary based on the location of 
the facility being regulated.

The committee suggested that the maximums on 
building size be removed, that facilities be setback 
at least 60 feet from the property line, that buffering 
requirements be eliminated, that lighting requirements 
be reviewed, that options for field parking be examined, 
and that distinctions be made for event facilities that 
may need additional parking.

Issue 3: Expand Equestrian Uses

Under this issue, the committee examined whether 
certain equestrian events required specific standards. 
The committee mainly discussed polo and fox chasing.

The committee suggested that the standards require a 
minimum acreage of 25 acres for polo and recognize fox 
chasing and kennels.

Issue 4: Equine Uses as Principal Uses

Under this issue, the committee discussed whether 
equine activities should be categorized as a primary part 
of agriculture instead of an accessory to other forms of 
agriculture. The committee agreed that equine activities 
were a core part of agriculture and should be removed 
from agricultural support uses. As a result, staff will need 
to create a new list of agricultural uses.

Additionally, the committee agreed that those leasing 
property should be allowed to operate an equine facility. 
Previously, only individuals who owned a property could 
operate a facility.

Issue 5: Outdoor or Major Recreation Parking Issues

Under this issue, the committee considered whether 
certain standards like parking ratios should be revised 
based on the intensities of different recreation uses. The 

committee agreed that athletic fields deserved a unique 
category since they often require more parking spaces, 
especially for big events.

Additionally, Western Loudoun should encourage 
pavers to use impervious material, preferably gravel, 
when paving parking lots. Gravel is safer for horses than 
asphalt.

The Planning and Zoning staff will discuss the input 
they received at this meeting and revise Western 
Loudoun’s standards using their own discretion.

Below is the tentative schedule for further meetings. 
Only the first three meetings have been scheduled for 
an exact date:

TLUC Meeting 1 – Liveries/Stables/Outdoor 
Recreation

November 21, 2024

TLUC Meeting 2 – Agricultural Processing/Other 
Farm Related Issues

January 23, 2025

TLUC Meeting 3 – Value Added Farming/Other 
Farm Issues/Cons. Easement

April 24, 2025

TLUC Meeting 4 – Mountainside Overlay District/
Signage

June 2025

TLUC Meeting 5 – Wineries/Breweries/
Distilleries/Events

August 2025

TLUC Meeting 6 – Food Trucks/Food Service and 
Rural Restaurants

October 2025

TLUC Meeting 7 – Outstanding Issues December 2025

Staff Develops Draft Ordinance Language January-December 2025

Zoning Ordinance Committee (ZOC) Review and 
Comment on ZOAM Language – Four Meetings

January-April 2026

Agency Comments April-May 2026

Board Information Item & Resolution of Intent to 
Amend Ordinance

June 2026

Planning Commission Public Hearing July 2026

Planning Commission Work Session(s) for 
Recommendation

July-October 2026

Board of Supervisors Public Hearing December 2026

BOS Business Meeting for Action April 2027

USES AND STANDARDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

issues, labor problems, food safety and 
lengthy shortages. The large farming con-
glomerates that have decimated the small 
farms, the family farms, to the tune of 
thousands lost, have created a terrible cri-
sis.  Ulanowsky believes that family farms 
are the backbone of America, not the 
large cartels. “I thought I might be able to 
show these Loudoun farms and in a small 
way contribute to the recognition of their 
value,” he says. 

The mission statement of the Loudoun 
Heritage Farm Museum says that it is “ded-
icated to preserving, promoting, and bring-
ing to life the rich agricultural heritage of 
Loudoun County.”  Echoing the museum’s 
purpose, Ulanowsky believes that educa-
tion of the public is key to understanding 
not only agricultural production, but it is a 
factor in the renewal of a once productive 
society. 

The Century Farms exhibit opened 

Nov. 26, and runs for three weeks.  Each 
of Ulanowsky’s photographs will have an 
information card displayed next to it. The 
farm owners depicted are names will be 
familiar to many visitors as these are fam-
ilies dating back generations in Loudoun 
County.  

Sara Brown, 9th  generation farmer at 
Oakland Green Farm near Lincoln is one 
of Ulanowsky’s featured subjects.  Brown 
says, “I enjoyed meeting Philip and under-
standing his enthusiasm for these unique 
spaces. I don’t get much of an opportunity 
to step back and appreciate the enormity of 
the effort that goes into preserving a fam-
ily farm because I’m in the midst of it.But 
these spaces we’ve been given to care for 
are important. From a practical perspec-
tive they are productive and useful but they 
are also a living history with much yet to 
reveal.”

For museum hours and informa-
tion:  heritagefarmmuseum.org.

CENTURY FARMS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

enjoyable as rooting for the protago-
nists we love.

The themes woven throughout Hot 
Frosty also contribute to the film’s 
charm. One message I gathered while 
watching is the importance of mak-
ing the most of the time we have left. 
Jack, who retains his snowman-like 
qualities despite appearing human, 
constantly faces the threat of melt-
ing. Unsure of how much longer he’ll 
be around, he dedicates his time to 
helping Kathy and the townspeople in 
meaningful ways. 

The film also explores the journey 
of healing from loss and reopening 
oneself to love. One thing that stands 
out is the nuanced way Hot Frosty pri-
oritizes self-love over romance. The 
story emphasizes that Kathy must 
first learn to love and value herself 

before she can embark on a romantic 
relationship with Jack. This thought-
ful approach sidesteps the cliché of 
portraying romance as a magical solu-
tion to personal struggles. Instead, 
the writers offer a more authentic and 
heartfelt depiction of Kathy’s growth, 
making her journey deeply relatable 
and satisfying.

Funny, sweet, and uplifting, Hot 
Frosty is a great rom-com to ring in 
the holiday season. While a few logis-
tical plot holes (such as the inconsis-
tencies surrounding what Jack does 
and does not understand about the 
human world) may elicit an eyebrow 
raise here and there, the film’s over-
all charm still comes out on top. So, 
if you’re looking for a heartwarm-
ing story with plenty of laughs and a 
touch of holiday magic, I recommend 
adding Hot Frosty to your list. 

NETFLIX’S HOT FROSTY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Focus on positive interactions rather than 
critiques.

Ignoring Boundaries: Respect per-
sonal boundaries, whether they involve 
space, time, or topics of conversation. Rec-
ognizing and honoring these limits shows 

consideration for others’ comfort.
Family gatherings during the holidays 

are a mix of opportunity and challenge. 
By focusing on shared values, expressing 
gratitude, and avoiding conflict-prone 
topics and behaviors, you can create a 
more harmonious and enjoyable holiday 

experience. Whether you’re celebrating 
traditions or building new memories, 
the key lies in balancing understanding, 
respect, and care for everyone involved.

Winter is the time for comfort, for 
good food and warmth, for the touch of a 
friendly hand and for a talk beside the fire: 

it is the time for home.” ~ Edith Sitwell

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. Mike” 
is a clinical psychologist in private practice. 
He can be reached at 703-723-2999, and is 
located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240, 
Ashburn.

FAMILY GATHERINGS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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Locally Owned 
 and Operated

Self-Service Pet Wash
5 for $30

Full-Service 
Grooming

1 Hour Curbside
Pickup

Free Delivery
(order > $35 before 1pm)

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Wishing everybody a safe and 
enjoyable holiday season!!!

Holiday Hours:
 Dec 24: 9am – 6pm
 Dec 25: Closed
 Dec 31: 9am – 6pm
 Jan 1: 10am – 6pm

Mattingly’s

Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
& Eastern Pa. Amish Craftsman families 

Family Owned & Operated Since 1973
Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.

540-338-2060
55 E. Colonial Highway (Old Rt 7) Hamilton, VA 20158

Parking in rear
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Amish Lawn Furniture
Premium Quality Polylumber

VISIT US 

in the Town of Hamilton!
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This Holiday ... Deck the Deck!
Make it Merry and Bright
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50th 
Anniversary of 
TWA Flight 514 
Remembrance 
Ceremony 

The Bluemont Citizens Association 
hosted a private ceremony for families 
of the 92 lives lost on TWA Flight 514 on 
Dec. 1, 1974. This event occurred on Sun-
day, Dec. 1, at 1 p.m., 
on the 50th anniver-
sary of the crash. 

The ceremony took 
place at the Bluemont 
Community Center, 
which served as the 
emergency operations 
center and morgue 
during the recovery 
effort. TWA Flight 514 
crashed into the Blue 
Ridge Mountains above the Village of 
Bluemont while on approach to Wash-
ington Dulles International Airport. 
There were no survivors.

Thirty-two of the 92 onboard were 
U.S. military veterans. Given that this 

accident occurred on private prop-
erty, no memorial service was ever 
held. The Bluemont Citizens Asso-
ciation unveil a bronze plaque and 
black granite memorial during the 
remembrance ceremony. 

TWA Flight 514 is considered 
one of the most pivotal accidents 
in our nation’s history regarding 

aviation safety improvements. NTSB 
Chair Jennifer Homendy was the cere-
mony keynote speaker. Over 200 fam-
ily members and nearly 100 airline 
personnel, first responders, government 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

Pictured is Gregory Williams Jr. the grandson of 
James H. Larkins Sr. who lost his life in the crash.
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and we were protecting their future con-
stituents when we did that. And they took 
that away from us, not even knowing any-
thing about what we did and how hard we 
worked on that. And they took their power 
and flipped it over on us,” Vice Chair Juli 
Briskman (D-Algonkian) said.

The proposal also raised concerns about 
density. The current plan includes 104 
dwelling units, bringing the density to 6.25 
dwelling units per acre. The county’s policy 
allows 6 dwelling units per acre. Supervisor 
Koran Saines (D-Sterling) asked the appli-
cant to reduce the number of dwelling units 
to 100 though this would mean the devel-
opment would lose an Attainable Dwelling 
Unit (ADU). However, Briskman disagreed, 
saying she preferred to keep the ADU 
instead of reducing the density.

Letourneau said that the density of the 
residential dwelling could be contributing 
to the parking issues.

“I will contend that every two-over-two 

property in this county has a parking prob-
lem,” he said.

Staff recommended that the applicant 
reduce the density of the residential units 
and add more civic space. Currently, the 
plan designates five percent of the property 
as civic space, which is under the county 
requirement of 10 percent.

One single family unit encroaches on the 
cemetery preservation buffer zone around 
Mankin Cemetery. The applicant asked that 
the buffer zone be reduced from 25 feet to 
20 feet. TeKrony refused.

“That was a big accomplishment, getting 
that buffer zone around cemeteries. So, I 
am concerned about reducing that at all,” 
TeKrony said.

Board members decided to forward the 
proposal to their Nov. 19 business meeting 
for action with a vote of 7-0-2. Chair Phyllis 
Randall (D-At-Large) and Supervisor Kris-
ten Umstattd (D-Leesburg were absent. At 
the November meeting, the board deferred 
the proposal to a future meeting.

personnel, military members, elected 
officials, and members of the commu-
nity attended. 

A big thank you to the ceremony spon-
sors: the Air Line Pilots Association, 
the Allied Pilots Association, the Asso-
ciation of Professional Flight Atten-
dants, Bluemont Citizens Association, 
Bluemont United Methodist Church, 

Blue Ridge Mountain Civic Association, 
Epling Landscaping and Lawn Services, 
Grand Event Center, Mr. Print, Rinker & 
Frye Memorials, and Wegmans.

The Bluemont Citizens Association 
was created in 1955 as a neighborhood 
association dedicated to improving the 
Bluemont community and protecting, 
celebrating, and preserving its rural her-
itage and character.

We won’t leave you powerless.

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service 
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

HoltzmanCorp.com

Let Us Fill Your Cylinder Today! 
$3.499*  Per Gallon  

*Prices subject to change without notice.

IN-HOUSE

FINANCING 

AVAILABLE!

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE  I  PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292 
Hours:  Monday – Friday — 8am to 5pm 

FIREPLACE STORE
SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

WE’RE  
HIRING.

APPLY TODAY!

YOUR LOCAL PROPANE & FIREPLACE EXPERTS

 Heating Oil, Clear and Dyed Kerosene 
delivered straight to you.  
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Happy Holidays from 
Tuskies Hospitality Group! 

 H O S T  Y O U R  H O L I D A Y  P A R T Y  A T  O N E  O F  O U R  B E A U T I F U L  V E N U E S     

Tuscarora Mill, Leesburg VA
Magnolias at the Mill, Purcellville VA

Fire Works Pizza, Leesburg, VA

Birkby House, Leesburg VA
Stone Gables Bed & Breakfast, Leesburg VA

The Old Brogue, Great Falls, VA
Inquire Today and Celebrate  the

Season!
www.Tuskies.com

Compassionate and 
Convenient In-Home 

Veterinary Care
Dr. Susan Conway is a dedicated 
veterinarian with over 20 years of 

experience in treating small animals. 
Her mobile veterinary practice provides 
hospice care, wellness and preventive 

services, and home euthanasia. 

Serving families in Northern VA, Clarke & Frederick counties
760 E. Main Street, Purcellville, VA  •  info@purcellvillevet.com  70

3.
95

5.
24

56

ADVERTISING
SALES

WE’RE
HIRING

Email editor@blueridgeleader.com

GOVERNMENT

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

At their Nov. 7 meeting, the Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors approved 
a revision to the Concept Develop-
ment Plan and Proffer Statement for 
a plot of land in Arcola Town Center. 
The approval came contrary to staff 
recommendations.

The property discussed is north of 
Arcola Boulevard, south of Arcola Mills 

Drive (Route 321), and 
east of Stone Springs 
Boulevard (Route 659). 

Initially, the county planned 530,000 
square feet of nonresidential develop-
ment on this parcel of land. The appli-
cant proposed to add 460,000 square 
feet of that land to land already allo-
cated for residential development. The 
residential density increased from 299 
dwelling units to 823 units.

At its Sept, 11 public hearing, the 
board forwarded the plan to its Oct. 16 
business meeting. Before the meeting, 
the applicant requested to defer dis-
cussion of the application to the Nov. 7 
business meeting so that the applicant 

could ensure the county would have an 
opportunity to eventually use the his-
toric barn for commercial purposes.

At the Sept. 11 public hearing, land 
use attorney Colleen Gillis presented 
the plan to convert Arcola Town Cen-
ter to an 89% residential development 
(the guidelines for this place type allow 
60%). She highlighted the application’s 
offer to finish a walking trail and to con-
vert a historic barn into a community 
“eat-ertainment” space. The applicant 
also planned to open a coffee shop with 
Land of a Thousand Hills Coffee, a cof-
fee brand that seeks to provide jobs for 
Rwandan farmers.

“This is a mix of residential and non-
residential uses, but with—I think—an 
innovative way of providing some non-
residential use to this area,” Supervisor 
Matthew Letourneau (R-Dulles) said.

Previously, Letourneau had been 
encouraging commercial development 
in Arcola Town Center since that had 
been the vision for the property since 
around 2007. He pointed to the Target 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

Arcola Town Center zoning 
modifications nearly triple 
residential development
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  Franklin Park Arts Center  
  36441 Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, Virginia  
    www.franklinparkartscenter.org   540-338-7973 

Holiday Package: Tea & Frosty, The Musical 
Sunday, December 22      $20 Tea & Show 
Holiday Tea has become a community favorite! Wear your festive holiday attire, enjoy warm tea, finger  
sandwiches and delicious sweets while creating a winter holiday craft. Tea seatings are before/after Frosty.  
Seating is limited! 

First sitting: Tea & craft–2:00pm, Frosty at 3:00pm       Second sitting: Frosty at 3:00pm, Tea & craft–4:00pm 

Frosty, A Musical Adventure 
Sunday, December 22      3:00pm     $12 show only  
(All Ages) The Barter Theatre professional touring theater company brings a magical musical adventure to our 
stage! Billy discovers a stolen hat, and when he places the hat on a snowman’s head, that snowman magically 
comes to life! Join Billy and Frosty on a thrilling quest through New York City as they discover that the real magic 
of the season is love. The show is 55 minutes long.  

Winter Lights Walk: “Sweet Adventures”  
Monday– Sunday  December 9-22    
6pm-8pm    FREE  
(All Ages) The 5th Annual Winter Lights Walk has expanded with even more colorful 
lights, gingerbread people and penguins to entertain you on this walking loop.  
Begin inside the Arts Center to see the exhibit featuring artwork from Loudoun  
County artists – and VOTE for your favorite painted gingerbread house!  
Then take the magical walk outside through a candy cane tunnel and a gingerbread 
house, spy snowmen, a flying pig, sparkling candy canes, giant lollipops and more.  

 

Family Nights at “Sweet Adventures” 
Saturdays, December 14 & December 21  
6:00pm-8:00pm     $5 
Visit the art exhibit “Gingerbread Dreams” and vote on your favorite painted  
gingerbread house. Special activities include make your own hot chocolate bar,  
“sweet” themed crafts and marshmallows roasting over a campfire. End the  
evening watching “Frosty’s Winter Wonderland” amidst the lights. 

Visit our website to learn more,  
for directions, or to join us  
virtually,  
via Zoom. 
   
Scan this  
QR Code: 

Worship in the Woods 
at historic 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
Join us for Holy Communion on Sundays (11 a.m.) 
Advent Lessons & Carols (Dec 22 at 11 a.m.) 
Christmas Eve candlelight service (Dec 24 at 4 p.m.) 
Service of Public Healing (Dec 29 at 11 a.m.) 
Christmas Lessons & Carols on Epiphany Sunday 
     (Jan 5, 2025 at 11 a.m.) 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 

The Revs. Deborah Rutter, Martha Clark, and Cathy Tibbetts 
27 Good Shepherd Road, Bluemont, VA 

(just west of the Appalachian Trail in the Village of Pine Grove, Clarke County)  
 Come as you are. All are welcome!  

The garden, Stations of the Cross outdoor trail, and sanctuary  
are always open for prayers and meditation. 

www.goodshepherdbluemont.org |540-252-5825 

Leesburg accepting applications 
for 35th Annual Flower & 
Garden Festival

Applications are now available for those 
who would like to participate as an exhib-
itor or vendor during the 35th  Annual 
Flower & Garden Festival.

Scheduled for Saturday, April 26 and 
Sunday, April 27, 2025, this award-win-
ning event has become an annual rite of 
spring for the Washington, DC Metro-
politan area. Transforming the streets of 
historic downtown Leesburg, the festi-
val showcases beautiful flowers, plants, 
and landscaping along with the best 

gardening and outdoor living products 
and services.

Applications for exhibitors and retail 
vendors are due Jan. 8, 2025. Food con-
cession and nonprofit applications are 
due Jan. 31, 2025. Applicants are strongly 
encouraged to read all criteria, instruc-
tions, and terms before submitting.  Not 
all those that apply will be selected. For 
more information, visit  www.flowerand-
garden.org or call Ida Lee Park Recreation 
Center at 703-777-1368. 
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that is currently under construction 
as the commercial center for the 
area. He said it’s time to try some-
thing different for Arcola Town 
Center.

“I’ve been trying to get commer-
cial into Dulles South as long as I’ve 
been on the board,” Letourneau said. 
“We do not lack for approved proj-
ects in this area. What we do lack are 
users.”

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Lit-
tle River) argued the board should 
not give up on the original vision for 
the property.

“Buchanan Brothers described it 
as another Fairfax Corner and kind 
of a needed pedestrian main street 
in Dulles South,” TeKrony said. 
“This didn’t happen, as we all know, 
because in 2018, 2.3 million square 
feet of data center was approved 
right in the center of the community, 
so it really cannibalized that whole 
vision.”

TeKrony said that the property 
would likely support retail and small 
businesses. She agreed with a public 
comment speaker who said approv-
ing the plan would be a “missed 
opportunity” to use recent road 
improvements as access ways to 

commercial real estate.
In addition to concerns about the 

large increase in residential units, 
supervisors expressed concerns that 
a substation would be built next 
to the development. These fears 
resolved after the Loudoun County 
Planning Commission’s Sept. 24 
public hearing. The commission rec-
ommended denial the application 
to build a substation on the Arcola 
Grove property, which is adjacent to 
the Arcola Town Center property.

Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At Large) 
supported the proposal.

“You have to put in the rooftops 
before you put in retail and restau-
rants,” she said.

Supervisor Kristen Umstattd 
(D-Leesburg) spoke against the 
proposal.

“I really appreciate Supervisor 
Letourneau’s hard work in trying to 
get something into this area, and I 
do agree with him that the barn is 
very attractive and hopefully will be 
a great asset,” she said. “However, I 
am hung up on the annual operat-
ing costs for the school needs of this 
project, and that will be $5.6 million 
every year.”

The board approved the plan with 
a vote of 7-2 (TeKrony and Umstattd 
opposed).

Quick
Installation
Available!

THE STANDBY POWER PEOPLE ®

®

Generac® Home Standby Generators automatically provide you backup power during a utility power outage – whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours 
or several days, your family and home are protected. Generator Supercenter is the #1 Generac dealer in North America. We have the experience and expertise you 
need. From design, local permitting, installation and long-term maintenance support, we are there for you. That’s why they call us The Standby Power People®.

© CHS NOVA 2024 
Visit our showroom at 21005 Ashburn Crossing Drive, Suites 125-130, Ashburn, VA

Scan to Learn More!

Schedule Your Free Estimate Today!
Generator Supercenter of Northern Virginia
www.GeneratorSupercenterNOVA.com

SAVE $500!
on the purchase of a Generac Home Standby Generator 

from Generator Supercenter of Northern VA
*Terms and conditions apply, call for details.

*

703.880.9850

We’ll Keep Your Life On.
No Matter the Weather.

ARCOLA TOWN CENTER,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21
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would move the application off the con-
sent agenda if necessary. The applicant 
had proffered out a data center, but build-
ing a substation remained an option for 
the applicant.

“If a data center wanted to use the 
utility substation that sits on the Orme 
property—if that’s what’s actually built 

there—that data center would have to 
come back to the planning commission 
and the board for approval before that 
happens, correct?” Randall asked.

The applicant agreed that Randall 
understood correctly. The board passed 
the consent agenda, which included the 
Orme Farm application, with a vote of 
9-0.

the Board of Supervisors. No final deci-
sion has been made.

Even if the state decides against 
rebuilding the bridge, I urge the county 
to maintain the right of way for pub-
lic use. Perhaps the state or county 
could replace the current bridge with a 

pedestrian overpass. 
Nearby Philomont Road transits 

directly through a creek, without any 
type of bridge. Finding a solution may 
require imagination and vision, but I am 
confident it can be done.

Jim Michaels
Philomont

chapter. She asserted, using a non-cred-
ible, evidence-free, taxpayer-funded 
report from several years ago, that sys-
temic racism exists in LCPS. 

Pro-tip to the audience: if you’re con-
ducting a racism study and you can’t find 
any proven incidents of racism, use the 
nebulous words “systemic racism,” and 
then the profit-driven education-indus-
trial complex will throw tons of money at 
a problem that doesn’t exist.

Members of the Loudoun Love War-
riors were here as well. They are the 
street muscle for the local NAACP. They 
intimidate school board members and 
encroach into their personal space, 
threaten violence, arson and lawfare 
and use cancellation against anyone 
who interferes with their narrative of 

racism. 
In attendance was the former Loudoun 

County Commonwealth’s Attorney. 
Apparently she has a strong scent for 
rooting-out “racism” where it doesn’t 
exist but was weak on prosecuting child 
rape in LCPS. 

This months-long attack on MMS has 
left stunned parents and staff with the 
difficult task of explaining to bewildered 
children that their school is somehow, 
might be, associated with racism.

We must stop pretending that these 
race-bullies are credible. They distract us 
from what is good, and they foment hate 
and division in our community. 

Mercer Middle School’s name should 
remain unchanged.

Ray Farrell
Round Hill

ORME FARM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

NOTICE
ASPHALT
PAVING
WINTER SPECIAL

with this ad

•	 No transition surgery or 
medication for prisoners who 
desire to transition.  

•	 Defund and cancel all CRT and 
DEI programs nationwide. 

•	 Defund those colleges and 
universities who do not comply. 
No CRT or DEI in the military—
it’s divisive. 

•	 Personnel choices nationwide 
should be based on merit, not on 
race, gender or pronouns.

•	 No foreign aid to countries that 
do not like us. 

•	 Stop funding the United Nations. 

Move them out of the U.S.
•	 Stop funding all the corrupt 

international organizations. 
Those funds and the UN funds 
and foreign aid funds should be 
rerouted towards the National 
Debt.

•	 Dismantle the Department Of 
Education. Turn it over to the 
individual states. 

•	 Replace the oil that Joe Biden 
drew down from our strategic oil 
reserves and finish the Keystone 
XL Pipeline.

Damon Cable
Purcellville

LETTER: MAKE AMERICA GREAT, CON’T. FROM PAGE 6

These studies show that people living in 
places with the worst light pollution have 
a 31% higher risk of high blood pressure, 
29% higher risk of death from coronary 
heart disease, 28% higher risk of diabe-
tes, 17% higher risk of cerebrovascular 
disease [strokes and brain aneurysm], and 
12% higher risk of breast cancer. 

Multiple studies have also shown the 
association between disrupted circadian 
rhythm and increased risk of aggressive 

prostate cancer.    And this risk remains, 
even after studies control for the pres-
ence of air and noise pollution.

This is an avoidable problem.  Locales 
across the globe have worked with the 
nonprofit DarkSky International and 
similar organizations to develop com-
mon sense legislation and voluntary 
programs to reduce light pollution – 
Loudoun should be one of them.

SJ Anderson, MD, PhD
Leesburg 

LETTER: LET’S WORK TOGETHER, CON’T. FROM PAGE 6

LETTER: MERCER MIDDLE SCHOOL, CON’T. FROM PAGE 6

LETTER: SAVE THE BRIDGE, CON’T. FROM PAGE 6
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Eliminate the personal property tax on 
automobiles. Voters would see the Supervi-
sors as heroes.

The real fiscal villain is the school system. 
It is proposing $1.5 billion, yes, billion, of 
new capital spending, even as enrollment 
has been flat. Among that proposal is $221 
million for construction of a new Park View 
High School. That seems insane.

Here’s an idea called the 5% Plan. The 
County and every one of its departments 
must cut their next-year’s budget by 5%. 
For the year after that, the budget gets 
another 5% cut, and so on. In five years, the 
County’s spending would be cut by around 
$2 billion, leaving government $5 billion to 
spend. That should be sufficient if luxury 
projects like the wayfaring project and like 
some Board travel, are eliminated and if the 
Board has the nerve to reject the School 
Board’s spending addiction.

This budget cutting would cause our gov-
ernment some pain, and assuredly prompt 
it to review its programs and staff, eliminat-
ing anything that’s not critical. 

In my former profession, we always said 
that the most expensive part of a building’s 
budget was its architect’s pen or keyboard. 
We’d go through the cost estimates line-by-
line, cutting out fluff, until the budget was 
tight.

Charles Houston’s career was developing 
around $6 billion of major office buildings 
throughout the south. The tallest was 617 
feet, the largest was 1.2 million square feet. 
Every single building came in on time and 
within budget. He consulted on real estate with 
several familiar corporations that rank high 
on the Fortune 500 list, served as an expert 
witness in litigation regarding real estate, 
and occasionally lectured on real estate at the 
university level.

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

P R O P E R T I E S

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode

Phone: 571-242-0232
lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

Lovestoryhomes.com

OPINION: THEY’VE LOST, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Old School Gardening
WEEDING. MULCHING. TRIMMING.

Loudoun County Gardners
Text 540-454-6403

Seasoned Experience  
for Every Season

NORTH’S TREE 
LANDSCAPING MASONRY

Brian North 540-533-8092
NorthTreeAndMasonry.com 
BNorth1883@yahoo.com

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Decking • Driveways • Patios
Tree Work • Culvert Pipe Installation

is entitled to receive a copy of the com-
plaint filed against them.          

Regarding the issue of disarming a 
uniformed officer, such action would 
only occur if the officer were to be imme-
diately terminated or relieved of duty.                       

The source also stated that Officer Nett 
has been the subject of targeted actions 
over the past several months, citing 
examples such as unofficial reprimands 
for publicly highlighting the depart-
ment’s lack of sustained 24/7 police cov-
erage and for criticizing management 
over the practice of assigning officers to 
work 12-hour overnight shifts alone.

The source referenced an Oct. 31 email 
in which Nett was reprimanded for pass-
ing out Junior Purcellville Police Officer 
stickers to children at the October Tag 
Sale, claiming he was using the stick-
ers to benefit his campaign—only to be 
countered by the fact that Nett had been 

provided the stickers, for distribution at 
the Tag Sale, by a supervisor as part of a 
community outreach effort. 

Also, on Nov. 4, election eve, Nett 
received notice from the Deputy Chief 
that he was “randomly” selected for drug 
screening.

Nett’s candidacy for Town Council has 
been approved by the Virginia Conflict 
of Interest and Ethics Advisory Council, 
which cites VA Code 15.2-1512.2, out-
lining the rights of First Responders to 
engage in political activity. 

This includes Nett’s right to run for 
and hold public office while maintaining 
his employment with the Police Depart-
ment. He would have to recuse himself 
from matters dealing exclusively with 
the Police Department.   

As of press time LaDonna Snellbaker, 
Director of Human Resources, has given 
Nett until Dec. 3 to resign his position 
with the police department. 

OFFICER OF THE YEAR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. 
Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real 
estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are 
available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more 
information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair 
Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing 
Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; 
for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email 
– fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.
fairhousing.vipnet.org.

OPINION: AFFORDABLE HOUSING,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

These are not rhetorical questions. They 
are fundamental issues that deserve con-
crete answers before a single dollar of 
taxpayer money is spent or a single zon-
ing ordinance is changed. Absent those 
answers, this isn’t a plan—it’s a pipedream.

And here’s the rub: we live in an era of 
powerful tools like artificial intelligence 

and digital twin technology. These can 
model the financial, environmental, 
and social impacts of any proposal with 
remarkable precision. Yet, instead of bring-
ing data and transparency into the conver-
sation, we’re handed vague promises and 
political platitudes.

Let’s pause the rhetoric and demand the 
facts. Show us the models. Prove the need. 
Lay bare the costs—financial, logistical, and 

social. Affordable housing shouldn’t be a 
slogan; it should be a carefully considered, 
data-driven strategy that uplifts the com-
munity without undermining its future.

Until then, Purcellville risks becoming a 
cautionary tale: a small town sold on big 
promises, only to awaken to the nightmare 
of broken budgets, overwhelmed infra-
structure, and diminished quality of life. 
Let’s not let that happen here.
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Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

 

 

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Proud SPONSOR 
Buchanan Hall 

Farmers Market STAGE!

“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding. 
This guy is a hard worker and does it 
right the first time.”  Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing, 
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush 

Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

(703) 727-9826Licensed & Insured

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

540-338-9118
www.abernethyspencer.com
info@abernethyspencer.com

Specializing in Native and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly

Loudoun County’s 
Oldest Greenhouse

18035 Maple Ave./Lincoln Rd., 
Purcellville, VA 20132

Plants, Tree & Shrubs

Pottery, Gloves,  
Tools & Statuary

Flowering Pots & Gifts

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS
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Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

Jeremy Dalpiaz
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
Vice President & Associate Broker
Team Lead, The Legato Group
Licensed in VA & DC
OFFICE: 703.552.4180
MOBILE: 703.785.5721
Jeremy.Dalpiaz@elliman.com

Office: 19016 Yellow Schoolhouse Road, Bluemont VA | Licensed in the Commonwealth of Virginia
Please visit onthemarketloudoun.com for our property videos

Historic Premier Equestrian Property

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, 
REALTOR®

703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com
onthemarketloudoun.com 

Sam riding “The Toddler”

 Wheatland Farm is a landmark property offering unparalleled beauty, history, and equestrian excellence in the heart of Virginia’s wine country. The 43-acre masterpiece 
stands as a beacon of equestrian luxury and historic prestige. Recognized as a USEF Center of Excellence, this property was the proud host of the 2018 Para Dressage 
Selection Trials for the World Equestrian Games. The state-of-the-art facilities include both indoor and outdoor arenas, a cross-country field, and an enclosed perimeter 
trail. Wheatland Farm’s infrastructure provides two barns with twenty-six European-style stalls and all the luxury’s one expects from a world-class equestrian experience. 
Overlooking a pristine 9-acre lake, the six-bedroom manor home ( circa 1741) exudes timeless elegance. Discover a heated saltwater pool with spa, two charming guest 
homes, and a Carriage House, serving as an executive office. The historic Great Barn, seats 300 guests and offers an unrivaled venue for spectacular events. The Daniel 
Boone Cabin adds unique charm to the property. Thoughtfully designed, the farm is equipped with ramps and other features to accommodate individuals with disabilities. 
Only 30 minutes from Dulles International Airport and an hour from Washington, D.C.

Buyer registration is required prior to a showing appointment. $11,500,000
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