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The Truth Behind
Purcellvilles Finances:
exposing misinformation
and fiscal ignorance

BY KWASI FRASER, FORMER PURCELLVILLE MAYOR

It was my intention to step away from
politics after serving you for four terms
as Mayor, but I still live in this town,
and what I see happening compels me
to speak up. Misinfor-
mation is being spread
by individuals who
clearly lack even a basic understanding
of finance. I can’t, in good conscience,
remain silent while this occurs.

Today, I came across an article from

OPINION

Town Council candidate John-Mark
Gardner in the October 17, 2024, edition
of Loudoun Now. On page 26, Mr. Gard-
ner rails against the so-called “toxicity”
of Purcellville politics and promotes
the idea that conspiracy theories and
confusion are being sowed. Ironically,
immediately after this, he does precisely
that—by misrepresenting our town’s
financial standing.

Mr. Gardner claims that Purcellville
currently owes $59.6 million, citing this
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debt as primarily stemming from bonds
issued for water and sewer treatment.
This statement is simply false. The actual
figure is less than $50 million. What Mr.
Gardner has done is lump in interest pay-
ments—interest that may or may not be
paid over the next 16 years—as if this
were debt we owe today.

This is a fundamental misunderstand-
ing of debt finance, one that borders on
negligence, especially coming from a
candidate who advocates for increasing
our water rates by double digits, even
though our water fund is now generating
annual revenue that is over five times the
annual debt payment.

Is Mr. Gardner deliberately sowing con-
fusion? Or is this an example of ignorance
about basic financial principles, like the
wisdom of refinancing and the time value
of money? Either way, this misinforma-
tion seeks to discredit the work we did
together during my time in office. From
July 1, 2014, to July 1, 2022, we reduced
our town’s debt from $61.6 million to
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$52.55 million—hard facts backed by a

solid record of fiscal responsibility.
Further, Mr. Gardner, Mayor Milan and
their team seem blind to the value of our
strategic debt restructuring and refinanc-
ing efforts. These decisions were about
putting hard-earned money back into
the pockets of our taxpayers, relieving
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

For starters: Mickie Gordon Memorial Park
gets its baseball field back for spring 2025

BY VALERIE CURY

At the Oct. 16 Board of Supervisors Busi-
ness Meeting the Board voted 7-2 to move the
special exception process forward endorsing
Concept A for the renovations to Mickie Gor-
don Memorial Park, with Supervisors Kristen
Umstattd (D-Leesburg) and Matt Letourneau
(R-Dulles) voting against.

Initiating the special exception process
will allow the community to give feedback on
what details they want and don’t want in the
park, said Supervisor Laura Tekrony (D-Lit-
tle River) who represents the Middleburg

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!

This Winter is the ldeal Time to Make the Switch.

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years | have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’'m not surprised,

as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

community.

The community has unanimously weighed
in and said they want a dawn to dusk park,
and they want to keep the park roads and
parking lots unpaved. The special exception
process allows for community feedback, with
conditions of approval, before it would go on
the Capital Improvement Plan budget.

Vice-Chair Juli Briskman (D-Algonkian)
asked to split the motion in two. The sec-
ond motion was to convert the cricket field
back to baseball in time for baseball games in
March 2025. This would be funded by using

Parks Recreation and Community Services
renovation program funds.

Added to the second motion was a friendly
amendment by Supervisor Koran Saines
(D-Sterling) that staff work with Loudoun
County Public Schools to identify an alter-
native location for a cricket field by March
2025. The motion passed 5-4 with Super-
visors Umstattd, Letourneau, Saines, and
Briskman, voting against.

Baseball had been played at Mickie Gordon
Park for 50 years. But prior to that, the Afri-
can American community used this area and

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When | was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully | found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. | highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg

called it Hall’s Park which they used for base-
ball and recreational activities. It was named
after William Nathaniel Hall, and was home
to the Middleburg Braves who played in the
African American League.

Steve Torpe, Parks Recreation and Com-
munity Services Director, said he was seek-
ing guidance from the Board on the proposed
improvements to Mickie Gordon Memorial
Park. The plan was to initially add additional
cricket amenities. However, the players
would rather have cricket pitches closer to
where they live and avoid such a long com-
mute, he said.

PRCS held four community meetings and
made a commitment, said Torpe, to listen to
the Middleburg community.

The Middleburg community has asked

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

~'Hunt Country
ropane

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com

Less « Local « Honest



BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM

NOVEMBER 2024

Time Flies When You Are Selling Real Estate!

As an accredited Certified Negotiations Expert (CNE)

who has represented over 130 transactions, I know how
to negotiate all sides of an offer in today’s industry. My
client’s bottom-line is a priority, and it is important how
to successfully get there using nuanced timing, balancing
risk/reward, and setting clear expectations. I consider
myself fluent in “contract” and strive to help clients avoid
hidden pitfalls that even some of the most experienced
Realtors fall into.

This experience and my reputation for prioritizing my
clients has led me to be asked on multiple occasions to
consult during the contract-negotiation phase, ensuring
the best deal for them. I'm very proud to have a proven
career/record in the Top 1% for my Percentage-to-List
Prices as well as days on market.

While assisting my clients through each step of their home
sale or purchase, I ensure that negotiations are sound and
straightforward. I am committed to a seamless transaction
- honesty, integrity and professionalism are of the utmost
importance to me and have been throughout my career. I
am a long-term professional who embodies a background
in real estate that is as strong as it is unique.

“Professionalism is not a label you give yourself, it’s a
description you hope others will apply to you.”

Truly, what my clients tell me . . . and what means the most
to them (and me) has been my passion for what I do. I can’t

Thank you all - and
McEnearney Associates

“I have been a Real Estate Agent for
21 years, with 17 years of experience
prior to that working with major
Law Firms focusing on Real Estate.”

help myself - Real Estate has been my life/career starting
out so very young, and I know [ am doing what I do for the
right reasons. I have to make a living, and [ am very good
atwhat I do, but seeing my clients or hearing how they
feel about the transaction or telling me no one could have
handled their big life’s purchase or sale better, brings me
an amount of satisfaction, it’s hard to describe.

[ know I am also very ethical (thanks Mom and Dad!) and
walking that straight line allows me to rest my head on my
pillow at night, regardless of the outcome of a transaction.
Lastly, I'd not be answering fully if I didn’t add that my
“relationships” with not only my clients but with other
Realtors has meant a lot to me and sets me a part.

[ treat people, clients, friends, family and someone I meet
on the street in away I've been told makes them feel like
they are the only person in the room. Life is too short to
treat someone any other way, and people notice and should
expect that from you. Why else would they choose you to
share their time with you - or represent them with all the
many Realtors in this world?

Today, thank you everyone who has brought me great
satisfaction over the years, whether I represented you or
not. As I continue to run my own business for 21 years
now, I reflect on how it has been filled with memorable
moments throughout every type of market. Here’s to all of
real estate’s lovely nuances and even better clients — that I
wouldn’t trade for the world.

Mary Dionisio Brixius | realtor* W/

ABR (Accredited Buyer Representative) | CNE (Certified Negotiations Expert) | CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)

0. 540.687.5256 | c. 703.999.6270 | mdionisiobrixius@gmail.com
MaryDionisioBrixius.com | Licensed in Virginia & Maryland
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GRIND—a
POp up art
show returns
Nov. 9

After the resounding success of last
year’s event, local entrepreneur and art-
ist Kevin Bednarz is back with the second
annual GRIND, a one-night-only pop-up
art show. This year’s event will take place
on Saturday, Nov. 9 at 506B Fort Evans Rd
in Leesburg.

e VIP Reception: 4 p.m.- 5 p.m.
e General Admission: 5 p.m.—9 p.m.
e Admission: Free (Family-friendly)

A portion of the event’s proceeds will
benefit the Loudoun First Responders
Foundation.

Bednarz will show-
case a dynamic col-
lection of new works,
including original black-
and-white pieces on
actual sheet music, pre-
sented in a mixed-me-
dia format. He’s joined
by local artists Andrew
Katz, Tiphanie Forst,
and Eric Thompson,
each contributing orig-
inal pieces, making GRIND a celebration
of diverse artistic expression.

“I'm beyond excited to bring GRIND

seeing the support from the community
last year was incredibly humbling. This
year, I’'m pushing my creative boundaries
by working with black and white on sheet
music. It’s a medium that allows me to
blend my love for music and art, and I
can’t wait to share it with everyone.”

The event will feature live music by D]
Ragz, appetizers provided by Purcellville
Pub, and complimentary cocktails from
Honor Brewing Company and Murlarkey
Spirits.

Last year’s GRIND attracted over
300 attendees, and this year’s show is
expected to be even bigger. Don’t miss
the chance to experience a unique blend
of art, music, and community while sup-
porting a great cause.

Kevin Bednarz is an entrepreneur,
artist, and local restaurateur known for
his creative ventures and community
involvement. As the owner of The Ash-
burn Pub, The Purcell-
ville Pub, and Purcellville
Eats, Bednarz has estab-
lished himself as a staple
in the Loudoun County
restaurant scene.

His passion for art is
equally influential, with
his unique style blend-
ing various mediums and
themes, often reflecting
his love for music and
street art. Bednarz’s ded-
ication to his craft and the community is
showcased through events like GRIND,
where he combines art, hospitality, and

Are you paying too

much for Propane?

Call Hunt Country
Propane today!

WE'RE LOCAL.
WE'RE LESS.
WE'RE HONEST.

back for a second year,” said Bednarz. “Art  philanthropy to bring people together for ® \We believe all customers should be paying the same
has always been a passion of mine, and a meaningful cause. '
low price for propane.
No games. No hidden charges.
L\/HS pre Sents Pe te [ have shown exemplary work in all facets
of high school theatre. All of the design ' m Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.
Gl’]d the SZ’O/’ catc her aspects of Peter and the Starcatcher are
student-led including lights, sound, - P 1
Nov. 15-17 rops, and costumes. A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more!
Pet d the Starcatcher is directed b
o eter and the Starcatcher is directed by g ypre Gol| and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Diego De La Espriella, Loudoun Valley’s

Peter and the Starcatcher, Rick Elice’s
2009 Broadway adaptation of David Barry
and Ridley Pearson’s book by the same
name, follows the adventures of Peter
Pan (before he got his Pan).

Peter and the Starcatcher is the ram-
bunctious tale of how Peter and his two
closest (only) friends became the Lost
Boys of Neverland. Plagued by irreparable
childhood angst and the infamous pirate
captain, Black Stache, Peter is thrust
into adventure. One that is teeming with
whimsy, danger, and British people. In
his escapades, Peter meets the young
Starcatcher, Molly Aster, who guides them
to Mollusk Island, where he realizes his
true purpose. Join Loudoun Valley High
School and embark upon the high seas in
this show of piratical awesomeness.

Peter and the Starcatcher will be repre-
senting Loudoun Valley High School at
the National Capital Area Cappies Gala in
the spring. Cappies honors students who

Theatre teacher. On his choice of shows
for the fall season, Mr. De La Espriella
explains “We selected this show this year
to provide a theatrical experience for
every member of our community’s fami-
lies and teach our students about the joys
of contemporary comedy.”

Charlotte Abbe, who plays Smee in
the production, said, “Peter and the
Starcatcher has been a joy to work on. The
show isn’t just about Peter Pan, it’s about
discovering who you are, having fun with
friends, and learning that even the most
unlikely people can be heroes.”

Abigail Landes, who plays The Boy,
describes, “This is a show full of humor
and excitement, which are my two favor-
ite things.”

Tickets can be purchased at https://
loudounvhs.booktix.comy/. Tickets are
$15.00 and all LCPS students are free.
Showtimes are Nov. 15 at 7 p.m., Nov. 16
at 1 p.m.,and 7 p.m.and Nov. 17 at 1 p.m.

Hunt Countr
ropane

Contact us today at (540) 687-3608

or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com

PO Box 309 Middleburg, VA 20118-0188 | s =g
LC# MD HVACR 01-2278 ‘
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The ADU Hoax, continued

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

My last Op-Ed mentioned ADUs, but here’s more
detail and skepticism. I had a difficult time coming up
with a title to this jeremiad about Loudoun’s Afford-
able Housing programs, which is now called “Attainable
Housing.” I thought of possible titles for this piece:
Developers Outsmart Government;
ADU’s — Developers’ Scam; The False
Promise of ADUs, and so on. Chicanery
needed to be woven into the title.

Start with the acronym “ADU” itself. I believe the
name was purposefully changed by the County from
“Affordable” to “Attainable” for undisclosed reasons.
My presumption is that the County thinks “attainable”
is easier to sell to the public, though the rationale could
have been benign. I suggest cynicism, though.

Ever wondered why developers eagerly support
ADUs? Ever wonder why so many proposed subdivi-
sions include more ADUs in their applications than is
required by Zoning?

The zoning ordinance gives developers an automatic
10% increase in density (the number of units divided by
the number of acres) and has an option to build more
ADUs and get a 30% density increase. That translates
into big profits for developers and a diminished life-
style for us—more traffic, crowded schools, less peace
and quiet.

OPINION

Scottsdale

This affluent town near Phoenix promoted ADUs: A friend
who lives there told me that some 15,000 ADUs were built in
a four-year span. This would satisfy the aspirational goals of
our Board of Supervisors.

But what really happened in Scottsdale?

These were “cookie cutter” units, many of them being
apartments. While they detracted from the town’s aesthetic
ambiance, there were worse problems. “Traffic became bru-
tal,” said my friend.

He’ll probably face something worse in a few years:
Higher taxes as these new residents’ children enter the pub-
lic schools.

Scottsdale ought to be a warning for us, not a dream.

Windfall Developer Profits

A rule of thumb is that homebuilders’ profits are 25% to
30% of the total cost of a house. I’ll split the difference and
use 27.5%.

Ifthe average market price for regular houses is $1,300,000
and $500,000 for the ADU units, what’s the effect on the
developer’s profits? A 27.5% profit margin means he makes
$357,000 on each market house and $137,000 on each ADUs.
Up to a point he makes more money on the market units,
but if he can obtain Special Exceptions to increase his den-
sity (Say tripling the zoning density) then by building extra
ADUs Mr. Developer can make much more than building a
smaller number of market houses.

This additional housing would exacerbate sprawl: more
traffic, loss of farms and, and thousands of new residents
who demand expensive County services.

A Sales Job

My old marketing professor had a simple definition of mar-
keting: “Find out what the customer wants and sell it to him.”
So true. In this case, the “market” is the Board of Supervisors,
to whom the developer tries to sell the idea of greater density.
The simple acronym “ADU” is his marketing tool.

To market successfully, you must give the potential cus-
tomer (here, the Board) what it wants and stress your gen-
erosity. Recently I wrote that offering up pollinator gardens
almost assures that the developer gets the extra density he
wants. Promises of “Attainable” housing units make many
Supervisors happily swoon as they vote for the developer.

Combine ADUs and pollinators and usually the developer
gets what he has asked. We get the shaft.

Loudoun Already has a Better Program

Instead of coercing developers to build ADUs, or bribing
them with more density, there’s a much better way. Deal
with beneficiaries of this generosity rather than with real
estate promoters. Loudoun already has a “Housing Choice
Voucher” program. The government gives lower-income
citizens money (or vouchers) and lets the recipients choose
where they want to live.

Loudoun and its towns have extensive housing stock
where an older house, say a rambler by the old hospital
or a townhouse near the Safeway, should be available at a
much lower cost than new ADU construction. That prompts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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Exposing the Deception: A call
for accountability on water and
sewer rate hikes

BY KWASI FRASER, FORMER PURCELLVILLE MAYOR
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571-437-9953 703-314-5200

Let me be perfectly clear: the Town’s recent

off. This was even before we received $10.5
million in American Rescue Plan Act funds,

the burden of your fiscal mismanagement.
Let’s talk about those senior citizens. Many
are already paying $150 a month for water and
sewer, $300 for propane, and $500 for grocer-
ies. And now, thanks to your reckless appetite
for revenue to cover skyrocketing operational
expenses, you’re asking them to dig even
deeper, to shoulder the weight of an expense
crisis you created. The current majority on
Town Council’s alarmist claims of impending
bankruptcy if these double-digit hikes don’t

Boo Bennett
BRLBooBennett@gmail.com
571-508-9895
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bill insert attempting to justify the current
and future double-digit water and sewer rate
hikes by blaming prior Town
Councils is not just disingen-
uous—it’s downright decep-
tive. This politically motivated propaganda
insults the intelligence of every resident who
has faithfully paid their share under previous
administrations, which took a measured and
responsible approach to our community’s
needs.

The majority of Town Council along with
the Town Manager claim previous councils
didn’t raise rates? The record says otherwise.
They did increase rates, as advised, in modest
and manageable increments—ensuring that
the town’s financial obligations were met
while respecting the people’s ability to afford
essential services.

Advisors made it clear on the record, as far
back as 2020, that we should expect modest
3% to 5% increases until the debt was paid

OPINION

most of which wisely went towards capital
improvements. The numbers don’t lie.

At those reasonable increases, water reve-
nue would have been four times the annual
debt payments, and sewer revenue nearly two-
and-a-half times the payments. Yet here they
are, refusing to mention these inconvenient
facts. Why? Because it doesn’t fit the care-
fully crafted narrative of out-of-control oper-
ational costs. It doesn’t align with their need
to deflect blame for the spiraling expenses
under Mayor Milan’s administration.

The truth is, this isn’t a revenue problem—
it’s an expense problem. While they are busy
pointing fingers at past leadership, it’s this
current administration that’s driving up oper-
ational costs. They conveniently omit the over
$1 million in cost recovery and chargebacks
being siphoned from the water and sewer
fund into the general fund. And now, they
expect the people—senior citizens on fixed
incomes, families already struggling—to bear

pass, is nothing but fear-mongering.

What enterprise on the brink of a supposed
collapse raises prices instead of cutting costs?
Water usage is dropping every year in response
to rate hikes—that’s the people telling you
that these increases are unsustainable.

Instead of keeping rates where they should
be, the majority Town Council blame the past
with false information, hoping people won’t
notice the obvious: this majority council
wants to go back to growing the town.

So, let’s set the record straight about the
actions of past administrations:

e 2015-2016: 5% Sewer, 0% Water
(No opposition from Management
in Budget Book as claimed by team
Metropolis)

e 2016-2017: 5% Sewer, 3%
Water (Retired $2.4 M in water debt
early, saving on future interest. No
opposition from Management in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21»

Editor’s Note: We feel compelled to make a statement regarding one of the many false claims from one of the spouses of the
Stan Milan team. At no time did the Blue Ridge Leader receive a request from the Milan team to advertise. The statement that

we refused to accept their advertising request is made up and a complete fabrication.
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Warming of our
atmosphere is the
gravest issue

Dear Editor:

Like most people, I am
giving  serious thought
about who to vote for in the
2024 Election. Managing the irrefutable
warming of our atmosphere is the gravest
issue the world faces.

I am voting for the candidates who
understand that this dramatic change in
climate is a huge threat to life as we know
it. I am voting for Harris/Walz.

Julia Kasdorf
Waterford

LETTER

Bye bye sweet
Purcellville Town

Dear Editor:

Bye bye sweet Purcellville town
We used to love to hang around
You once were our resting place
But now you are just more rat-race.

Bye bye quiet Purcellville night skies

We used to see the fireflies

And gaze upon the stars

But now it’s lights from cars
and tall ball field towers.

LETTER

Bye bye Purcellville small town charm
And all the nearby farms

You were truly lovely once;

Once upon a time.

We’d see the old tractors
driving down the road

Or pickups with bales of

hay as their cargo load.

But now it’s heavy hitters
That tear up our prime ag soil.

The politicians have sold us out
To developers with hearts of gout
That ole money in the pocket

Is what it’s all about.

Let’s get Purcellville up to date

Too long has she tarried at Nichols and
local Southern States.

It’s time for skull and crossbones

At the downtown 21st Street gate.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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I'm Voting for Team Mayberry!

Dear Editor:

serve their neighbors, and to preserve paramedics, professional and volun-

Over the past several months, I have our town for future generations. As an teer, and their families who say good-
had the privilege of getting to know Army Veteran and Eagle Scout, those bye tothem every morning. In my heart,
each of the “Mayberry” slate of candi- qualities in candidates are importantto I know that Ben Nett, Chris Bertaut,

dates—Ben Nett, Chris me. Just this year, Ben was elected by Brian Green, Susan Khalil, and Jon Arn-

LETTER

Bertaut, Brian Green, his fellow officers to be Police Officer burg will be a terrific town government

Susan Khalil, and Jon of the Year. The highest honor possible that will look after our community with
Arnburg. This group of my fellow citi- given the high quality of devotion and the careful attention that we have been
zens seeks nothing more than to serve service given by all of Purcellville’s thin missing for so long. They have my con-

our interests with dignity, careful man- blue line.
agement, consistency, and integrity.

A debt of gratitude is owed to all of
The only gain they seek is a chance to Purcellville’s police, firefighters, and

fidence and support.
Michael Parish
Purcellville

Purcellville election:
two distinct groups of
candidates—major differences

Dear Editor:

I have been visited by both candidates for mayor as well
as several candidates for town council. What I see is two
distinct “groups” of candidates who have major differences
in what they want to do for the citizens of Purcellville.

I can say that I did fully support Stan Milan for mayor
in the last election cycle and now during this
past two years I see what I consider a “dras-
tic” change of policy which will have major
economic consequences for the residents and businesses
of Purcellville.

I am speaking about the water bill that I just received.
I’'m not sure if the increase for our water bills has begun,
but that is about a $50.00 increase from my last bill and I
do not like it!

This is no way to run a small town, but I forget that there
are those who do favor Purcellville development to be on a
much larger scale than envisioned our 2030 Comprehen-
sive Plan, and those candidates, Milan and his running

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

LETTER

Never Surrender to Bullies

Dear Editor:

“Never wrestle with a pig because youw’ll both get dirty
and the pig likes it.” I’'ve ignored months of personal
attacks online by Team Metropolis, their spouses, and a
handful of their supporters. I’ve watched as
they’ve launched smear after smear, gar-
nering only a handful of “likes” and few
supportive comments from the same predictable individ-
uals—mostly, people who have been vocal over the years
for growing our town with inap-
propriate development and the
debt that comes with it.

I've watched as they've
banned individuals from their
online forum for disagreeing
with them, to include my own
Team Mayberry running mate, E
Jon Arnburg. Ironically, his
ban from the comically named
“Purcellville Matters Uncensored”— uncensored, they
claim—comes after a recent letter to the editor from
another citizen who was similarly banned. Why? Because
the developer owner of that Facebook group, Sam

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

LETTER

Stop Stan Milan’s
Soaring Water Bills

Dear Editor:

As election season approaches, it’s hard
to ignore the irony in Stan Milan’s candi-
dacy for mayor. A man who
claims to have the interests
of the community at heart is
standing behind policies that
have left families and business owners
drowning under double-digit water rate
hikes.

LETTER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

ALLOW FRESH AIR INTO YOUR HOME
WITH A RETRACTABLE SCREEN

SPECTRUM" STORM DOOR

(@ProVia

THE PROFESSIONAL WAY

Bridge at Beaverdam
Creek needs repair

Dear Editor:

I would like to address the need for the
county to encourage VDOT to repair and
reopen the Beaverdam Creek bridge on
Beaverdam Bridge Road. The closure of
the bridge has encouraged a
land owner to seek VDOT’s
abandonment of the road
easement VDOT has with the land owner.
If vacated, loss of the easement would

LETTER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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GRANITE & CABINET CENTER

ONE-STOP-SHOP EXPERIENCEL .~
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GO'- gle 4.9 *kkk* 84 Google reviews “The professionalism of the team is outstanding. The entire process was very

efficient. They handled the entire process with diligence, attentiveness, and
great communication. | had a hard time choosing because all of their designs
were stunning. | had an amazing experience. | will definitely be doing further house renovation projects with them. | wholeheartedly recommend Granite Center
to anyone whao is looking for a team that will make a kitchen renovation the most easy and rewarding process!” - Happy Customer

KITCHEN REMODELING PACKAGE KITCHEN COUNTERTOP PACKAGE

Reviews Countertop store in Sterling, Virginia

COUNTERTOP

€2550
LIMITED TIME ONLY!

1,250

NO HIDDEN FEES!

2 WEEK NEXTDAY
TURNAROUND ON CABINETS COUNTERTOP INSTALLATION

703-956-9470 | granitecenterva.com

SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE: 22446 Davis Drive, Ste. 109, Sterling, VA 20164
HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 8AM - 6PM
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Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: Trappe Road

BY TIM JON

There’s more sky out there, distance takes
on a new meaning, and even time seems to
last longer. You may think this is a reference
to a trailer for an upcoming science fiction
thriller, but no—it’s just another fascinating
feature I’'ve come to enjoy about Loudoun
County, Virginia—a locality of physical,
intellectual and spiritual contradictions.

Even a day of overcast
and fog can bring feelings of
exhilaration and inspiration
(at least for me) along the
eastern shoulder of the Blue
Ridge Mountains on County
Road 619, Trappe Road,
down in the valley: on those
days, you're literally driving in the clouds,
which can be an eerie, sensory-depriv-
ing experience— always putting my other
receptors on high alert for any bearings.

The morning of my last visit,
the conditions were of spar-
kling clarity, as if someone had
lifted the lid on the heavens
and let in a limitless view of
blue sky; I had to stop and just
look several times. Or maybe it
was all the same time, because
a property of those huge
spaces seems to throw the rel-
ativity scale out of proportion,
and I find my usual chrono-
logical meters all tilted to the
slow end.

I believe those slide-rule
boys came up with a proof that the speed
of time decreases the faster one moves; I
sometimes wonder if the same phenome-
non holds true as one becomes more alive.
I've noticed a sense of spiritual, physical
and intellectual stirrings and tuning and
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sharpening under conditions such as I've
experienced in places like the vicinity of
the heights along that north-south corridor
known as Trappe Road. Or, maybe it’s just
a strong imagination, or I'm too sensitive—
both of which I've been accused of being in
possession of. To me, it’s the same thing.

Now, for the under-initiated, this rural
lane features some truly impressive horse
and cattle country: some estates include
vast eight-or-nine-bedroom manor houses
in the two-hundred-year-plus age range,
with multiple polo fields, on over a thou-
sand acres. And there are a number of these.

Yeah, it’s a different world out there.
Maybe this is a trailer for an upcoming sci-
ence fiction thriller: “Loudoun County—
Equine Universe!”

Well, back on planet earth, one really
doesn’t see much from a mere passing-by:
the driveways on some of these properties
approach a mile in length. And, we were
speaking earlier of relativity: my townhome
in Leesburg (a very cozy, comfortable home
I love) has no driveway. I haven’t noticed
any polo fields in my backyard, but I main-
tain a vast garden plot of some four by 16
feet. Talk about impressive.

But maybe I'm onto something here.
You adapt to your environment, and then

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

cross at a time.

approached from

to the other.

Once upon a time, in a certain forest,
there lived a Black Goat and a White Goat.
One day, as fate would have it, they both
needed to cross a narrow bridge. Unfor-
tunately, the bridge was so narrow that
it only had enough space for one goat to

The Black Goat arrived
on one side of the bridge,
while the White Goat
the
other. Both goats were
determined to cross first,
and thus an argument
ensued. Each goat was unwilling to yield

Despite their efforts, the dispute
remained unresolved, and they ended

up butting heads with each other. As a
result, both goats tumbled off the bridge
and into the stream below.

The moral of this Aesop’s fable is to
teach us the importance of cooperation
and compromise in resolving conflicts; to
yield by setting aside stubborn pride and
anger during disagreement or difficult
times. Had the goats in the story worked
together they could have found a resolu-
tion and crossed the river safely. Instead,
their refusal to cooperate and compro-
mise led to their mutual downfall.

In my opinion, this very old and sim-
ple story perfectly captures our country’s
current troubling ethos where being right
is more important than getting along. As
a therapist in private practice, I've seen
important relationships strained and

even end due to political position and
disagreement this election cycle. Unfor-
tunately, for many, when it comes to
today’s main topics—the economy, abor-
tion, immigration and the border, foreign
policy, taxes, gun policy, healthcare, cli-
mate change—it seems that we’ve never
been more divided as a Nation.

On Tuesday, November 5, 2024, either
Former President Donald Trump or
Vice President Kamala Harris will win
the election. The race is predicted to be
close, but even if the votes are still being
counted after, there will be a presumptive
winner.

Regardless of who wins the election,
I invite you to reflect on how you want
to manage yourself afterward. Here are a
few tips to consider:

The story of two goats and your vote: how to manage yourself after the election

Celebrate With Respect: If your can-

didate wins, it’s perfectly fine to enjoy the
moment and victory. You’re likely going
to feel great that the country is aligned
enough to vote in someone who shares
your beliefs, values and vision for the
U.S. At the same time, I encourage you to
refrain from gloating or being dismissive
to others who are upset by the outcome.

Work Toward Acceptance: If your

candidate loses, you are likely going to
contend with some strong, negative feel-
ings. Accepting the outcome will be eas-
ier when you focus on self-care and when
you turn to your friends and family for
support. Keep things in perspective, and
don’t act like the country is ending and
don’t speak negatively or catastrophically

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

As we enter the annual season of giving,
you might be thinking of charities you wish
to support. But you also might be wondering
how to gain some tax benefits from your gifts.

It used to be pretty straightforward: You
wrote a check to a charity and then deducted
the amount of the gift, within limits, from
your taxes. But a few years ago, as part of tax
law changes, the standard
deduction was raised sig-
nificantly, so fewer people
were able to itemize deduc-
tions. Consequently, there
was less financial incentive
to make charitable gifts.

Of course, this didn’t
entirely stop people from
making them. And it’s still possible to gain
some tax advantages, too.

Here are a few tax-smart charitable giving
strategies:

e Bunch your charitable gifts into one

FINANCIAL FOCUS®
Consider tax-smart charitable gifts

year. If you combine a few years’
worth of charitable gifts in a single
year, you could surpass the standard
deduction amount and then itemize
deductions for that year. In the years
following, you could revert to taking
the standard deduction.

e Make qualified charitable distributions.
Once you turn 73 (or 75 if you were
born in 1960 or later), you must
start taking withdrawals from your
traditional or inherited IRA. These
withdrawals—technically called
required minimum distributions, or
RMDs—are taxable at your personal
income tax rate, so, if the amounts
are large enough, they could push

you into a higher tax bracket or
cause you to pay larger Medicare
premiums.

«  Butif you donate these RMDs
directly to a qualified charity, you
can avoid the taxes. And because
these donations, known as qualified
charitable distributions (QCDs), will
reduce the balance on your IRA, you
may have lower RMDs in the future.

*  Of course, if you need some or all
your RMDs to help sustain yourself
in retirement, the use of QCDs may
not be of interest to you. Keep in
mind, though, that you can start
making QCDs at 70%2, even before
you must start taking RMDs. QCDs

up to $105,000 can be taken in 2024.
»  Consider a donor-advised fund. If
you're interested in a long-term
charitable giving arrangement, you
might want to consider establishing
a donor-advised fund. You can put
many types of assets into this fund,
and then direct it to make grants
periodically to the charities you’ve
chosen. You get an immediate tax
deduction for your contribution,
and, if you donate appreciated
assets, such as stocks, you’ll avoid
the capital gains taxes you would
have incurred if you simply sold the
stocks and then gave the money to
the charities. One note of caution,
though—your contributions to a
donor-advised fund are irrevocable,
and once the assets are in the fund,
you can’t use them for anything
except charitable giving.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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Citizens advocate for Old Wheatland Road paving

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

Fourteen concerned citizens com-
mented on the state of Loudoun Coun-
ty’s rural roads at the

GOVERNMENT Board of Supervisors

Public Hearing on
Oct. 9. Most of the meeting’s discussion
centered around Old Wheatland Road
(OWR).

Pam Ostrich, who lives two doors
down from OWR, read a statement on
behalf of her 92-year-old neighbor, Betty
Hutchinson, an Old Wheatland resident.

LAND RE

Hutchinson couldn’t attend the meet-
ing due to an injury she sustained about
six years ago in an accident on OWR.
According to Ostrich, Hutchinson was in
her car at her daughter’s driveway when
a car came over the crest on the wrong
side of the road, slamming into Hutchin-
son’s car door. Hutchinson’s car was
totaled, and the incident left Hutchinson
in a leg brace.

“I asked Betty, ‘When will you get out
of the leg brace?’” Ostrich said. “She said,
‘When I’'m in the casket.””

»GUL

Let Us Give Back the Land
You Already Own
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our equipment, dormant plants are easily removed, other
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neil §,
LD
;‘I)'é? f i ‘nﬂ‘
= [ y
- .

| _SbvosB

Our comprehensive land grooming operation will
-&8 transform your overrun property into usable land.

www.veteransllic.us

Ostrich told the board that she thought
paving the road would encourage drivers
to stay on the right side of the road.

At the meeting, Susan Glass presented
the staff report which laid out a plan to
pave OWR as part of a larger six-year
budget for funds from VDOT’s Rural
Rustic Road program. The Board would
allocate $917,032 of FY 2025 funding to
hard surface the eastern portion of OWR.
This would be added to $682,986 already
set aside for the road. This amount
comes from the $612,000 allocated by

the developer of Old Wheatland Estates
to paving OWR. The sum has accrued
interest since its contribution in 2010.

Old Wheatland Road currently has two
sections of paved road, at opposite ends
of the road. Multiple current residents
report being told that the road would
be paved in the near future before they
decided to buy property on OWR.

“The BOS has wasted money year after
year on this maintenance folly and sat on
the escrow funds. Your inaction meets

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »

We are thankful
for YOU!

FREE ESTIMATES

for new heating systems, water
heaters, and electrical panels
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Judgment of Paris
~WINE DINNER

$150pp
all-inclusive

Magnolias at the Mill
198 N. 21st St. Purcellville, VA

magnoliasmill.com | 540.338.9800

Town of Hamilton seeks
funding from the Board

for Capital Improvement

Projects

Earl Dubin, project coordinator
for the Town of Hamilton, spoke
at the Oct. 16 Board of Supervisors
Business meeting seeking funding

- from the Board
GOVERNMENT for three Capi-
tal Improvement

Projects.

The first is for help with sewer
relining of older clay lines in the
Town. Dubin said the Town com-
pleted Phase 1 of the relining
process last year. The Town used
American Rescue Plan Act funds,
along with town resources for this
phase.

Dubin said during a storm event
joints have opened up over time
and “that allows for infiltration and
inflow of some of the storm water
runoff—which creates inefficiency
in our water treatment plant.”

In the next phase the Town is
asking for approximately $800,000

in different phases. The project will
be to reline 10,000 linear feet of the
Town’s older clay lines.

The Town is also asking for pedes-
trian and traffic safety improve-
ments on East Colonial Highway.
The plan seeks to make sidewalks in
the town continuous, and add well
marked pedestrian crossings. The
Town is seeking safer pedestrian
access to the elementary schools
and town park as well. Plantings and
street lights are part of the traffic
calming measures which are incor-
porated in the project. The Town
has concept plans, and the cost esti-
mate for the project is $6.7 million.

The Town will develop a new well
for drinking water and the project
will include a new water storage
facility. The approximate cost is $10
million.

The schedule for the projects will
be set when funding is secured.

We would like to thank our amazing store team
for going the extra mile every day to serve you.

PET SUPPLIES PLUS.

Minus the hassle.

Thank you to:
Brittney £ Nichole § Jacob # Sydney £ Angel £ Elsa

© Nathan @ Emily © Zach
@ Anna @ Margaret® Ewan @

B Kate

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr. | 540.299.7959 | Mon-Sat: 9-9 « Sun: 10-6
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Also, many thanks to you, our neighbors, for your support throughout this year.
Happy Thanksgiving!

1 Hour Curbside
Pickup

Full-Service
Grooming

Self-Service Pet Wash
5 for $30

Locally Owned
and Operated

Free Delivery
(order > $35 before 1pm)




NOVEMBER 2024

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM

n

Oct. 7 forum deals with issues for Purcellville residents

BY VALERIE CURY

On Oct. 7, the Blue Ridge Leader held
their second candidate forum at the
Franklin Park Art Center for eight Town
of Purcellville Town Council candidates.
The Sept. 16 forum was changed from a
mayor and town council forum, to just
mayor, based on the request from the
Milan team.

The date of Oct. 7 was agreed to by
both sides, with both sides communicat-
ing with each other on the format. Due
to the eight candidates participating in
the event, the venue was changed to the
Franklin Park Arts Center—which has
both professional light-
ing and an acoustics
system. The conversa-
tions regarding format
were left up to the two sides to work out.

Just 72 hours before the October Town
Council forum, the Milan slate sent out
an invite through social media, to their
own forum—same day, same time.

Since the Milan team had their own
impromptu forum, we covered the
planned Franklin Park event, and the
first question from the audience dealt
with each candidate’s vision for the
town.

Ben Nett said what motivated him to
run were primarily two issues. He said
he got a rude awakening when he came
home from a work trip and saw the water
bills. “I went to town hall to seek an
explanation and they laughed at me and
said ‘Welcome to Purcellville. We call
that the Purcellville Premium.’

He said his opponents plan to increase
water and sewer rates double digits for
the next four years by a total of 102% ...
“that is untenable for families.”

Nett added that the “idea of annexing
other properties for industrial develop-
ment and everything that comes with
it: more traffic, more crime, is a dou-
ble-edged sword. We believe we can erad-
icate the need for these rate increases
and in the near term, bring them down
to a more reasonable nature.”

Brian Green said that Purcellville is a
small town with a sense of community
and small town character. “Our Com-
prehensive Plan shows our vision. It’s
our vision, not developers. It’s our town.
Let’s make it what we want.”

Susan Khalil said her vision is in line
with Chris Bertaut who is running for
Mayor, and she decided she wanted to
help him. “It takes a slate to move things
forward.”

Khalil said the water bills are too
high—“we don’t need those double-digit
increases.” Having a background in
finance and after studying the budget,
“we are not going to go into bankruptcy,
that is fear mongering.” She wants to

GOVERNMENT

keep the town small and vibrant and see
the town developed properly.

“Let’s look at the infrastructure now
and see how we can enhance it and the
quality of life for the residents that are
here. You are the economic engine. We
need to work for you, not the develop-
ers,” she said.

Jon Armnburg said he wants to “see the
town prosper. We need to manage our
growth in our town. Our utilities cannot
support what the other slate is promot-
ing. We need to work with our businesses
in town. We need to focus on our citizens,
our children, and the people who have
called this place home for their entire life.
Those are the people I want to focus on—
and my slate wants to focus on.”

The next question was how to bring
21st Street to life. Arnburg said one of
the things that attracted his family to
Purcellville was the downtown area.
After he saw what was proposed for the
Vineyard Square property, he was angry.

Arnburg said he wants businesses and
developers who are “coming into this
town, they need to understand what our
residents want. It’s not what developers
want and it’s not what is going to make
the most profit for them. It’s what the
residents want. It’s what fits into our
community.”

He said he has no problem having con-
versations explaining what the wants
and needs of our citizens are to these
developers.

Khalil said, “How in the heck are we
going to support what is proposed for
215t Street? Where are we going to put
the people? Where are we going to put
the cars?

“The bottom line, there is a permit
right now that can be acted upon—but
the developer has chosen not to activate
it right now. That has caused us some tax
loss. You look at Bia Kitchen and Cato-
ctin Creek Distillery and you see what
can be done in a very smart manner—as
opposed to something that just doesn’t
fit with 21t Street.

“So you have to ask what’s the moti-
vation? The motivation is money.” She

said if the permit expires, she is “all for
looking at something else. Bringing on
the sensible development to 21st Street
has such potential ...”

Brian Green said learning about the
Vineyard Square project on 21st Street
made no sense and made him want to
become active. “I see 21st Street as the
heart of Purcellville and what happens
if you don’t take care of your heart? The
body dies.

“So 1 believe in very responsible
growth that reflects our character. We
need “to adhere to the zoning that is
here today, and it doesn’t include what
Vineyard Square represents today,” said
Green.

Nett said, “The issue here is that we
are not against growth. We support busi-
ness development. What we all want is to
make sure the development that occurs
is in keeping with the aesthetics of the
town as outlined in our Comprehensive
Plan.

“We are in favor of economic revi-
talization. It’s about sticking with that
Comprehensive Plan—that vision that
the citizens have laid out,” said Nett.

Arnburg, addressing the utility rate
increases question said, “The Town
Council majority has not done their due
diligence and gone through every single
place within our budget that we can cut.”

He said, “We focus on 21st Street. We
focus on Purcellville being this hub for
western Loudoun, well what’s going to
happen when my water bill is $1,200?”
He asked, “Do you think I'm going to be
going out to restaurants, taking my kids
out to restaurants? Spending any money
on businesses in town?”

“It’s absolutely insane and irresponsi-
ble for our town council to expect that
our residents are going to pick up the
tab, especially when they are focusing on
annexation.”

Khalil said the general operations
are not being run as frugally as they

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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Mayfair Community Association
Board of Directors rejects its
homeowners’ petition

BY LLOYD HARTING

At the Mayfair Community Association Board of Direc-
tors meeting on Oct. 21, the Mayfair Community Associ-
ation Board of Directors voted against a signed petition
submitted by Mayfair homeowners. The petition asked
the Board of Directors to send a letter to the Purcellville
Town Council requesting that the Town legally termi-
nate its existing right-of-way street/road easement on the
remaining parcel of land at the western end of Mayfair
Crown Drive—which is approximately 7,000 square feet—
and belongs to the Mayfair Community Association. This
would enable the Mayfair Community Association to build
a visitor parking lot on the land.

The Board of Directors supported its decision citing
several reasons why it believed that the petition was not

realistic or feasible. They said the Town
GOVERNMENT  Council would not give up the ease-

ment—but no one can predict how the
Town Council will vote.

They said the Town Council would not permit Mayfair
to build anything on the land—but did not provide any
evidence to support that opinion. They stated that a struc-
ture on the land would interfere with other existing ease-
ments—but the only existing easements are a Loudoun
County underground water drainage easement and a Town
of Purcellville school bus three-point turnaround ease-
ment at the end of Mayfair Crown Drive that would not be
affected by any future structure built on the surface.

Also, the Board said that no evidence had been provided
to them that the Mayfair Community Association owned
the parcel of land. However, the Board of Directors was
notified by email on Sept. 30 that that a recent property
search conducted by the Potomac Title Group reported
that the parcel of land is recorded in the name of the May-
fair Community Association in Deed of Dedication, Sub-
division, Easement and Conveyance Instrument number
20151202-0079613 at the Loudoun County Land Records
Recording Division. Additionally, they stated that the
parcel of land belongs to the adjoining Mayfair Industrial
Park—which the title search proves to be false.

Termination of the remaining easement would enable
the Mayfair Community Association to legally take

unencumbered control of its land which could then
be used to construct a visitor parking lot for the
benefit of the Mayfair townhouse residents where
on-street parking is prohibited and parking viola-
tions are enforced. The visitor parking lot concept
drawing shows 24 additional parking spaces.
Furthermore, removing the encumbrance of the
easement and building a parking lot on that par-

cel of land would make it more difficult to build
the proposed Northern Collector Road which is
planned to stretch from Hillsboro Road to Berlin Turnpike
through Mayfair Crown Drive. If the Northern Collector
Road passes through the Mayfair community, it would turn
Mayfair Crown Drive into a thoroughfare for school, com-
muter and commercial truck traffic.

During the months of September and October 2024, a
total of 82 Mayfair households were contacted to sign a
petition asking the Board of Directors to send a letter to
the Purcellville Town Council requesting that they termi-
nate the easement. Of those 82 households, which is 31%
of all Mayfair households, 64 homeowners signed the peti-
tion. This is 78% of the Mayfair households that were con-
tacted. Eight homeowners did not sign the petition, which
is 10% of the Mayfair households that were contacted. And
ten households were occupied by renters who were not
authorized to sign the petition, which is 12% of the Mayfair
households that were contacted.

At the Purcellville Town Council candidates’ impromptu
forum held at the Bush Tabernacle on Monday, Oct. 7, the
candidates on Mayor Milan’s slate were asked the follow-
ing question: “The Town of Purcellville has an unexer-
cised easement on undeveloped land at the western end
of Mayfair Crown Drive for the purpose of constructing an
extension of Mayfair Crown Drive in the future. If the Pur-
cellville Town Council is asked to terminate the easement,
would you vote to terminate the easement, would you vote
to not terminate the easement, or would you abstain from
voting?”

The only candidate who responded to the question was
Purcellville Town Council Member and current candidate
for reelection Caleb Stought, who is also a Mayfair home-
owner. He answered the question saying that Mayfair

Crown Drive is not going through therefore “the easement
is null and void.”

However, the permanent legal easement is not null and
void and remains viable in perpetuity unless it is legally
terminated by the Purcellville Town Council, and that ter-
mination is properly documented in the respective land
property records at the Loudoun County Land Records
Recording Division.

The Purcellville Town Council can terminate the remain-
ing easement with a council vote. Similarly, the Purcellville
Town Council can remove reference to the Northern Col-
lector Road from the Town of Purcellville Transportation
Plan the same way.

To date, Purcellville Town Council Member Caleb
Stought has voted twice against motions presented by Pur-
cellville Town Council Member Christopher Bertaut, who
is running for Purcellville Mayor, to remove the North-
ern Collector Road from the Town’s Transportation Plan.
Mayor Stan Milan is running for reelection, and Council
Member Kevin Wright is also running for reelection. Both
Milan and Wright voted against removing the Northern
Collector Road from the Town Transportation Plan.

So for now, the idea of building a visitor parking lot for
the residents of the Mayfair community will not move
forward. However, termination of the easement could be
considered by the Purcellville Town Council in the future
based on Mayfair community residents’ direct input to the
Town Council.

Lloyd Harting is a retired U.S. military officer, retired U.S.
government civilian employee, and former U.S. government
contractor employee. He is a resident of Mayfair.

Supervisors approve plan for zoning ordinance project

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

In their meeting on Sept. 17, the
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors
approved a plan to review rural zoning

ordinances in Western
GOVERNMENT | 5udoun.

The Board of Supervi-
sors wishes to facilitate communication
between themselves, the Transporta-
tion and Land Use Committee (TLUC),
and stakeholders in the community.
The Board of Supervisors is seeking to
amend the Loudoun County 2019 Gen-
eral Plan and the Loudoun County Zon-
ing Ordinance.

“Our goal from the very beginning
both from TLUC and from staff was
to try and replicate as closely as pos-
sible the very successful discussions
we had at the end of the zoning ordi-
nance rewrite process at the end of last
year,” said Supervisor Michael R. Turner
(D-Ashburn). “I think the model staff
has presented does exactly that.”

Among other things, these amend-
ments will affect farm wineries, limited
breweries, and limited distilleries; defi-
nitions including farms and other rural
uses; Mountainside Overlay District
use restrictions; liveries, stables, and

outdoor recreation; rural signage; per-
formance standards and other rural-re-
lated Zoning Ordinances.

Concerns at the Sept. 17 meeting
centered around the plan’s timeline.
The plan originally proposed a year-
and-a-half long review. After revisions,
the projected timeline is now 30-36
months.

“We have an old saying in the mili-
tary: ‘Any task will consume all the time
available,”” Turner said. “As we finish
the TLUC meetings, if it becomes obvi-
ous that some of the items on this list
have been resolved, can we shorten the

timeframe?”

“We’ve baked in a lot of time for this
to expand or contract if needed,” plan-
ner Brian Wilson said. “If we move this
along, there’s opportunity to cut several
months out of this.”

The plan includes seven meetings
between TLUC, two Planning Com-
mission members, and representative
stakeholders. Each meeting will cover
different topics affected by the amend-
ments with the exception the final
meeting which is designated to address
outstanding issues. If there are no out-

standing issues, this meeting can be cut
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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Purcellville Electric LLC

RESIDENTIALLLICOMMERCIAL

540-338-2424 www.PurcellvilleElectric.com

Visit Our Website Today! 40 Years of Experience
Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects

Popular Services:

e Lighting Installation/ Repair/
Replacement

e Circuit Breaker Panel Installation/
Repair/ Upgrades

e EV Car Charger Installation

Town of Purcellville campaign
contributions: follow the money

BY VALERIE CURY

In the race for Purcellville Mayor and
Town Council, there are two distinct clear
sides from which the two opposing teams
are receiving donations.

Stan Milan, who is running for reelection
for Purcellville Mayor as of the Oct. 15 filing
date, received two dona-
tions. A donation of $2,000
came in on Aug. 5, 2024
from a land owner whose 12.5-acre property
will be annexed into the Town of Purcellville
if the majority on Town Council decides to
enter into negotiations with the County
and the owners of the Valley Commercial
Center annexation proposal. The proposal

GOVERNMENT

is for the annexation of 117.07acres which
is currently zoned Joint Land Management
Area-3 for 39 homes—and if annexed into
the Town the plan is for 1.2 million square
feet of industrial on Purcellville Road across
from the Mayfair Community.

The same donor is also asking for three
uses to be added to a property they own
at the traffic circle at the junction of Main
Street and Rt. 287 on West Colonial Hwy.
The designation for the property is Agri-
culture Tourism Commercial due to its
proximity to the traffic circle. The property
owner is asking for the uses of a school for
100 students, a hotel, and a senior center
facility, with a special exception process,
to be added to the low density Agriculture

$1260 OFF FULL ROOF
OR SIDING REPLACEMENT

Minimum Project $9900. Promotional offers
cannot be combined. Sale Ends 11/30/24

e B .\:
"'-‘.'-\.7‘ }

L
nn._.-_ﬂ"';u “-
-

_* ROOFING * SIDING ~ WINDOWS * DOORS * GUTTERS

Tourism Commercial designation.

Milan’s second campaign contribution of
$10,000 was made on Sept. 12,2024 from an
employee with the development company
called Mountaineer Pipe which is located in
the Town of Purcellville. The owners of the
company are developer Casey Chapman’s
uncles. The donation was made by a project
manager with the company, David Horn-
baker. The company handles land devel-
opment, and commercial and residential
development.

On Sept. 2, 2022, Natalie Hornbaker, also
an employee with Mountaineer Pipe, made
a $10,000 contribution to Erin Rayner who
at the time was running for Town Council.
Natalie Hornbaker is currently listed with

the company as a manager.

The other candidates who are running
with Milan have not declared any contri-
butions as of press time, as the contribu-
tions are going through the Milan for Mayor
account.

Chris Bertaut who has been on Town
Council for four years and is running for
Mayor has as of press time received $5,000
from a Town of Purcellville farmer who has
a 90-acre in town property which is in a per-
manent conservation easement.

Bertaut has donated to date $5,590 to his
campaign, and he has received three contri-
butions from Purcellville residents.

Ben Nett, who is running for Town Coun-
cil, has received a total of $10,129 in small
donations from Purcellville residents. Other
members running with Bertaut are financed
through the Chris Bertaut for Mayor, and
the Ben Nett for Town Council campaigns.

The next filing is the end October, and can
be viewed at VPAP.org.

1S YOUR HOME
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www.pondroofing.com

READY FOR

WINTER?

A kR K
500+



14 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM

NOVEMBER 2024

Loudoun County
Firefighters participate
in Toys for Tots

The Loudoun County Combined Fire and Rescue
System and the Loudoun Career Fire Fighters Associa-
tion are pleased to announce their participation in the
77th Annual Toys for Tots Campaign.

“We are thrilled to once again participate in this
wonderful program and have opened all of our fire and
rescue stations across the County as collection points,”
said System Chief Keith H. Johnson. “The generosity of
Loudoun’s residents will help provide toys for those
children that may not necessarily receive any and will
certainly help put smiles on the faces of many children
this holiday season.”

Donations can be dropped off at any of the LC-CFRS
stations, from Sunday, Oct. 20, through Sunday, Dec.
1, as well as fire and rescue headquarters at 801 Sycolin
Road in Leesburg. If you would prefer to make a mon-
etary donation, you can donate online at https://bit.ly/
Toys4TotsLoudoun-Quantico.

For additional information, please contact the
LC-CFRS Toys for Tots Coordinator, Technician Rob
Boyer at 571-258-3723 or via email at Rob.Boyer@
loudoun.gov.
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BY SAVOIR FARE

NIGHT MUSIC

LIVE BANDS, SAVOIR FARE CUISINE
& SIGNATURE COCKTAILS — 6-9PM
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Tst 220
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15 & FRIENDS

29
SHORT HILL
MOUNTAIN BOYS

NOS QUARTET

2023
WINNER

6 W LOUDOUN ST
ROUND HILL, VA

(540) 338-8300

CESTBONBYSAVOIRFARE.COM
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Public Meetings to inform Community
Arts Center Planning Study

The Loudoun County Department of Trans-
portation and Capital Infrastructure is hosting a
series of public meetings to gather the commu-
nity’s preferences for a potential community arts
facility in the eastern part of the county. This
input from county residents will be used to guide
future programmatic requirements for a poten-
tial community arts center as part of the East-
ern Loudoun Community Arts Center Planning
Study.

DTCI has scheduled several opportunities for
the public to provide input on proposed facility
types and amenities to inform the study. Four
meetings will be held in eastern Loudoun County.
The information presented at each meeting will
be the same.

¢  Wednesday, Nov. 6, 6:30 p.m., Steuart
W. Weller Elementary School, 20700
Marblehead Drive, Ashburn, Cafeteria

e Thursday, Nov. 14, 6 p.m., Sterling
Middle School, 201 W. Holly Ave.,
Sterling, Cafeteria

The Eastern Loudoun Community Arts Center

Planning Study is being conducted in coordina-
tion with the Department of Parks, Recreation
and Community Services’ current initiative to
develop a Comprehensive Arts Plan. This sep-
arate initiative will create a vision for the arts
in Loudoun County and develop a clear set of
goals and strategies regarding the development
of public support of the arts that recognize and
highlight the county’s unique attributes.

To learn more about the DTCI study, how

to participate in the upcoming public meet-
ings, how to submit a comment online and to
read general information about the initiative,
visit loudoun.gov/easternartscenter.
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Epling Landscaping is offering Fall Flower Bulb Planting Now - November.

Plant along retaining walls, roadside beds, create a mixed border, or
woodland planting. The possibilities are endless!

CONTACT A SALES REPRES
QUOTE, AND TO DISCUSS
COLOR, AND PLANTIN

info@eplinglandscaping.com

{. 540 554 8228

JL Simpson Middle School First VA
School to Earn Heart Safe Status

JL Simpson Middle School has made
history by becoming the first school in
Northern Virginia to receive the pres-
tigious Heart Safe School recognition
from the Children’s
Hospital of Richmond
Project ADAM initia-
tive. This honor is a reflection of the
unwavering dedication of school nurse
Rene Pettit who played a pivotal role in
establishing the school’s Medical Emer-
gency Response Team.

Nurse Pettit’s leadership has placed
safety and wellness at the forefront
of JL Simpson’s mission, ensuring the
school is fully prepared to respond to
potential medical emergencies. The
MERT team, created under her guid-
ance, has undergone thorough training
and drills, equipping them to act swiftly
and effectively in the event of a cardiac
emergency.

“Our students’ well-being is our top
priority and we are proud to lead the
way in creating a safe environment for
everyone at JL Simpson,” said prin-
cipal Dr. Tripp Di Nicola. “Thanks to
Nurse Pettit and the MERT team, we are

SCHOOLS

well-prepared to handle emergencies
and prevent tragedies. We hope this rec-
ognition inspires more schools to estab-
lish MERT teams and prioritize student
and staff safety in the same way.”

Project ADAM, a nationwide initia-
tive, assists schools and communities
in developing emergency response
plans to address sudden cardiac arrest.
Through Nurse Pettit’s efforts, JL Simp-
son Middle has become a model for pre-
paredness, reinforcing its commitment
to the safety of both students and staff.

Project ADAM provides schools with
tools and resources including planning
templates and personalized consul-
tations to develop and enhance their
emergency response strategies. These
resources empower schools like JL
Simpson Middle to prevent sudden car-
diac deaths and bring peace of mind to
families and staff.

This Heart Safe School recognition is
a proud moment for JL. Simpson Middle
School, underscoring its commitment
to fostering a safe and healthy environ-
ment for all members of its community.
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LCPS hosts Mobile STEM Lab

The Loudoun Education Foundation arranged for a
transformative STEM learning experience at Loudoun
County Public Schools, made possible by grants con-
tributed by, and in partnership with, the Equinix Foun-
dation. Learning Undefeated, an experiential learning
non-profit, set up their innovative
mobile STEM labs outside of River Bend
Middle School for the week, offering
immersive, hands-on STEM “field trips” that engage
students and spark their curiosity about the world of
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

“We are incredibly grateful to the Loudoun Education
Foundation and Equinix for providing us the opportu-
nity to bring the Mobile STEM Lab to River Bend Mid-
dle School,” said Principal David Shaffer. “This was an
incredible experience for our students, allowing them
to engage in real-world learning with topics such
as Artificial Intelligence, coding, data analysis, and
other STEM-related areas. Opportunities like this help
inspire our students to explore future careers in tech-
nology and innovation.”

Students explored topics including artificial intel-
ligence, the secret of electricity with Ohm’s Law, and
the Mystery of the Crooked Cell — a look at the science
behind diseases. This incredible experience also gave
students the opportunity to learn alongside volunteers
and tech professionals, who shared their passion for
the industry in hopes of inspiring the next generation
of STEM leaders.

COMMUNITY

“Today, we are helping launch the next generation
of innovators by giving them a peek into the types of
real-world challenges that technologists and data sci-
entists are solving every day,” said Brian Gaines, Learn-
ing Undefeated CEO. “Hands-on learning empowers
students to internalize the confidence needed to suc-
ceed in the high-tech jobs of tomorrow. Learning Unde-
feated is grateful for this collaboration that has allowed
us to bring the country’s largest mobile STEM lab for
education to Loudon County students,” he continued.

This initiative is part of the Equinix Foundation’s
mission to bridge digital divides and ensure every stu-
dent has access to STEM education and learning oppor-
tunities. By bringing mobile STEM labs directly to
schools, Equinix is hoping to inspire young minds with
the ability to explore interests and new career paths
in unique and empowering ways. With the support of
Equinix and Learning Undefeated, students will expe-
rience firsthand how technology is shaping the future,
and how they can be a part of it.

“We are incredibly excited to partner with the
Loudoun Education Foundation and Learning Unde-
feated to bring this unique educational experience
to students in the Loudoun County community,” said
Paige Rodgers, Director, Equinix Foundation. “At the
Equinix Foundation, we believe that equitable access to
STEM education is an essential building block to bridg-
ing the digital divide and empowering young people to
see themselves in the tech field, as innovators, creators

and problem-solvers. By investing back into our com-
munities through programs like this and leveraging the
passion and expertise of Equinix employee volunteers,
we hope to inspire more students to pursue careers in
tech and become future leaders,” Rodgers added.

The Loudoun Education Foundation is committed to
fostering educational excellence by supporting inno-
vative programs and partnerships that expand learning
opportunities for students across our district. Our focus
is on creating and supporting programs that improve
the quality of public education in Loudoun County.
Together, we fund programs that boost student perfor-
mance and provide teachers with the necessary tools to
be impactful in their classrooms.

The Equinix Foundation aims to help ensure a more
accessible, equitable and interconnected digital future
for everyone, everywhere. The Foundation harnesses
the passion of Equinix employees locally and globally
by engaging them in every area of the organization>s
mission, to bridge digital divides around the world. It
also aims to deepen engagement within the commu-
nities where Equinix operates through grant funding,
employee volunteering and other community outreach
activities.

Learning Undefeated is a non-profit organization
driving race and gender equity in STEM through expe-
riential and deep-impact learning experiences for stu-
dents from under-resourced communities. Through
innovative and experiential education programs for
grades K-12, they are sparking interest in STEM careers,
building the workforce that will drive the innovation
economy, and bridging school, community, health and
business.

CITIZENS ADOVCATE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
the county’s own definition of
waste.” OWR resident William Clark
said. “The daily users, the residents
have spoken time and time again.
The percentage of people who want
this keeps growing. The ratio is now
almost three to one.”

Under the Board’s direction in
2023, 158 ballots were mailed to “the
residents and owners of property
adjacent to or served by OWR.” Of
the 111 responses, 82 indicated that
they support paving Old Wheatland
Road while 29 indicated they do not
support the paving.

While most of the commenters
spoke in favor of paving OWR, a few
expressed concerns about the future
of the paving process if paving is
allowed to move forward.

“Is this the way we want to make
decisions about public assets in the
future? What if I lived on a paved
road, decided I didn’t like it, and
gave you money to rip it up?” Rural
Roads Committee member Emily
Houston said. “Do we want to have
this type of public hearing again in
which ‘the road wars,” as Supervisor
Kershner called them, play out in
the board room?”

The Board previously decided to
work on a more data-driven system
to decide which Loudoun gravel
roads are the highest priority for
paving. Those opposed to paving

said that arbitrarily pushing OWR

to the top of the priority list
undermines the system board mem-
bers are trying to create. On the
other hand, those in favor of paving
argued that the developer’s 2010
cash contribution sets OWR apart.

According to the staff report,
three of the five crashes reported on
OWR between 2017 and 2023 were
on the paved portion of the road.
Commenters opposed to paving
highlighted that more crashes have
been reported on the paved part
of the road. One said she believed
that gravel roads reduce car speeds,
making the area safer for recreation.
She asked board members to install
speed mitigation measures should
they choose to pave the road.

Those in favor of paving OWR
reported family members being
sideswiped and run off the road.
They raised the safety concern of
dust particle inhalation for their
children. One father reported taking
his kids to school himself instead of
letting them inhale dust waiting at
the bus stop.

A couple speakers said that the
board could “have its cake and eat
it, too” by choosing to build better
gravel roads. This approach may be
more economically feasible than
paving all of Loudoun’s gravel roads.

“There are better ways, bet-
ter methods for building and

maintaining gravel roads,” said
Scenic Loudoun Legal Defense rep-
resentative Tom Donahue. “This
approach involves gravel that does
not turn immediately into dust,
drainage that avoids road erosion,
deep reclamation of defective road-
beds, and proper installation and
maintenance that ensures endur-
ing road quality. The district grant
allows us an opportunity to shift
from maintaining wrong to building
right.”

In the end, the Board of Supervi-
sors voted unanimously to forward
the issue to its Nov. 7 business meet-
ing. Speaking on his motion, Super-
visor Caleb Kershner (R-Catoctin)
said that he supports the measure
to pave OWR because he believes
the situation is unique. However, he
does not plan to support any more
rural road paving until a new system
for determining which roads to pave
is in place.

“It’s really a delicate balance, in
my opinion, of what we’re trying
to do in western Loudoun, that is
really preserve what the west is and
what it looks like and what people
appreciate about it, and obviously
we have ongoing growth and devel-
opments that pop up and roads that
are getting a lot heavier traffic,”
Kershner said. “We are getting to
solutions, but it’s obvious the pro-
cess is broken.”

Human Trafficking
Response Team
community meeting
Nov. 15

The Human Trafficking Response Team is holding
its inaugural community meeting, on Nov. 15, from 12
to 2 p.m.—in the Dulles Room at the Loudoun County
Government Center located at 1 Harrison Street SE,
first floor in Leesburg. Lunch will be provided. This
event is open to the public and will feature a collabo-
rative discussion between local government agencies
and partner organizations involved in human traffick-
ing prevention and response within Loudoun County.

Please visit https://forms.office.com/g/gHcDet5Lbv
for more information and to RSVP for this event.

HART is a collaborative community effort organized
by the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney for
Loudoun County as required by Va. Code § 15.2-1627.6.
The board members include representatives from
Loudoun County Youth Services, Trauma and Hope,
Loudoun County Public Schools, Loudoun County
Sheriff’s Office, and Juvenile Court Service Unit.

“Raising awareness and educating the community
are the first steps to combating sex and labor traffick-
ing in Loudoun County.

We invite all who are interested in learning about
how to solve this problem to attend,” said Common-
wealth’s Attorney Bob Anderson.

Join the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney for
Loudoun County and the Human Trafficking Response
Team in the fight to eradicate human trafficking in
Virginia.
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MICKIE GORDON,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for a light touch, said Gem Bingol, Pied-
mont Environmental Council’s Senior Land
Use Representative, in citizen comments.
“Less is more.”

This would include restoration of the
baseball field, natural surface trails with
signage depicting the deep history of the
African American Community’s connection
to the park—and maintaining the rustic
beauty of the park.

A next door neighbor to the park said
the plan did not reflect the input from the
community. He said the residents want a
low impact park—as it has a rural ag historic
setting. What the county is offering, “is like
asking me if I would rather get kicked in the
knee, or get kicked in the shin—and I have
to pick one. Please recognize the African
American community
that founded this Park.”

John Benedict spoke
on behalf of the Board of
Directors of Loudoun’s
Future. Benedict asked for
more modest improve-
ments. “Mickie Gordon
Park isn’t the place to
spend $10 to $13 mil-
lion for traditional rec-
reational facilities—it’s
really the wrong place for
intensive use.”

Benedict said the community wants some
improvements and better maintenance, and
“we really shouldn’t be treating all parks
alike.” The community doesn’t want lights
and they don’t want paved parking lots, he
said. “People traveling here want a different
experience.”

Larry Lloyd said it was out of con-
trol to again have to choose from three
options the county has offered. “We have to
get some results out of this. First of all, it’s
the history of the park. No one mentions the
history. It’s sad.

“It’s been neglected for years. Now we
are asking you all to please make a decision
and do the right thing.” Lloyd said Middle-
burg had a baseball team ready to play this
summer and there were no games at Mickie
Gordon because there was no baseball field,
even though the community was told they
were going to play at the park.

Said Lloyd, “I know we can get it done.”

Megan Gallagher asked the Board to

Larry Lloyd

make less costly improve-
ments to Mickie Gordon
Park. She said that the
county should redirect the
$10 million budgeted for
improvements to serve res-
idents who have been wait-
ing years for cricket fields,
and soccer fields closer to
their homes. “The cricket
community wants pitches
close to them.”

“No paving, no lights.
It doesn’t make sense in a
park that’s a rural retreat.”
Gallagher said the park
should reflect “a rural historic rich experi-
ence in nature that won’t be anywhere else
in the county—for all county residents who
need a break in the west.”

Regina Banks, who
grew up in Middleburg,
said she spent a lot of
time at Mickie Gor-
don Park growing up.
“I would go to baseball
games with my father.
He was a pitcher for the
Middleburg team. Mickie
Gordon Park has been in
our history, in our lives
and in our family for
years.”

Banks said it is “very
important to get the baseball back to Mickie
Gordon Park.”

Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis
Randall (D-At Large)
said, as it stands the
community will have
two baseball fields—one
of the fields will convert
the cricket field back to
baseball. There will be
one cricket field that is
smaller than standard.

Letourneau expressed
concern that the cricket
community will lose a
lighted cricket field. He
said there was a rush to
move forward with Con-
cept A. Umstattd said she
also had a problem elimi-
nating a cricket field.

Since cricket has concrete with artifi-
cial turf, the field when converted back to

Regina Banks

Megan Gallagher

baseball can’t be multi
use, said Torpe. He said
that the cricket commu-
nity attended the meet-
ings in Middleburg to
advocate for cricket, but
said they prefer to play
elsewhere because of
travel time.

Saines said it was not
good to lose a cricket field
and he wanted to see the
field lit. Supervisor Caleb
Kershner  (R-Catoctin)
said he favored returning
baseball to the park. He
noted there are 7 or 8 cricket fields being
built elsewhere in the county. He said he
didn’t want the driveways paved, and Con-
cept A is too intensive—the park needs to be
designed for the area.

Randall said she had attended at least
three meetings. “I heard. They want the
baseball fields back. In a room of 200 peo-
ple, there were 10 who wanted something
else.

“I don’t know why we are not listening
to the constituents on this one. This is
not that hard. In fact, the constituents have
made it easier. I have seen the light [lighted
field] and I don’t think those lights are that
invasive at all—but if they are saying to me,
they don’t want lights—don’t give us lights
and save us some money—okay. I'm not
going to force lights in the community that
doesn’t want them.

“I can listen to the community on this
one.” Randall said the orig-
inal county plan was a mis-
take and it was corrected.
The community attended
four meetings— “Let’s lis-
ten to them, let’s listen to
them.”

Randall said, “The pop-
ulation is calling for base-
ball fields. Why aren’t we
respecting that voice?”
She said it’s just like “we
respect other voices when

they say they do want
pickleball or we do want
cricket. Why aren’t we
respecting those voices?”

“We will have two baseball fields—put the
baseball fields back and have one cricket
almost to regulation size—is appropriate.”

Randall said it’s reasonable and a nice
compromise.

Tekrony said the baseball field will be
restored and ready for use and ready for
spring baseball in late March 2025. “This is
Middleburg’s community park. I attended
all the meetings and there were three unan-
imous requests,” she said.

One was to restore the historic baseball
field. Another request was to add multipur-
pose natural surface trails with interpretive
signage and the other request was to main-
tain the natural rustic beauty of the rural
park, said Tekrony. “Concept A needs to
be more modest—try and maintain what is
there.”

Letourneau argued that the park wasn’t a
Middleburg park because it is in the county.
“My problem is Concept A takes away one
of the best cricket pitch in the county and
replaces it with baseball which is light
demand.” He said the process was rushed.

Replied Randall, “Mr. Letourneau
taught me a term sometime ago which
was ‘Paralysis by Analysis,” when he says
you take too long to do something. I don’t
know how you can call something rushed
when it has taken two years to do.

“It seems that systems break down when
we talk about a certain part of the county
and I’'m going to say that I'm getting real
tired of it,” said Randall.

Tekrony said the park is a community
park for Middleburg. “We have community
parks throughout Loudoun County and we
listen to the community that is surrounded
by the park.

She said she wants cricket players to be
able to play closer to their homes. “It’s time
to move this forward through the Special
Exception process and begin the public
engagement. There is work to do on Con-
cept A. This moves it forward.”

Tekrony said when it comes time to
address the conditions of approval with
the special exception, the supervisors can
address lights and not paving the park
roads.

“The Pop Gordon field is historic. It
is one of the oldest baseball fields in the
region. So, I think it needs to come back.”
Tekrony said, “If you build it, they will come.
It was a forgotten park and the maintenance
wasn’t there. We are going to take care of it.
We are going to bring it back.”

HOW TO HANDLE YOURSELF, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

about your future or the future of oth-
ers. Remember, in a democracy there will
always be losses and gains, and there’s also
always another election to come.

Listen, Understand And Cultivate
Humility: Instead of questioning and
challenging the beliefs of others, turn
inward to reflect on your own. I encour-
age you to find common ground on issues
when you can. Be mindful that being open
minded to others’ perspectives and views
can serve to help you grow and learn. So,
instead of arguing about the border with

someone, for example, listen carefully to
what is being said and try to appreciate
the counter viewpoint. Sharing your views
on topics in a respectful manner will also
help others to stretch themselves. Also,
being kind and considerate can help bridge
divides and foster a more positive and
collaborative environment.

Get Involved: Joining a group or vol-
unteering for an organization that shares
your political views will also likely be help-
ful. 'm a huge fan of the group, Building
Bridgers, which brings people together
with diverse political views to engage in

structured and productive dialogue toward
unity.

Get Help: If the election outcome
proves to be too much to handle emotion-
ally, entering counseling or psychotherapy
for support and guidance may be a good
thing to do. There are times in life for all of
us when events can lead to problems such
as depression, anxiety, increased alcohol
or substance use, and it’s not a moral flaw
or weakness in those moments to seek out
help.

So, for the next four years, do you want
to be the goat on the bridge that fails due

to hubris and a closed mind, or do you want
to be the goat that crosses successfully by
focusing on finding common ground and
agreement with others?

“I never considered a difference of opin-
ion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as
a cause for withdrawing from a friend.”—
Thomas Jefferson

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr.
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in private
practice. He can be reached at 703-723-
2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline
Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.
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SUPERVISORS APPROVE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

to save time.

Other examples of extra time
include the allowance for four meet-
ings on amendment language and
multiple Planning Commission work
sessions.

In his closing comments about the
plan, Turner personally guaranteed that
the project will finish on time before
the current supervisors’ terms expire on
Dec. 31, 2027.

In previous meetings, the board
selected coordinating leads for repre-
sentative stakeholders. Chris Van Vlack,

Urban/Ag Conservationist for Loudoun
Soil and Water, will coordinate the
Agricultural Conservation represen-
tatives. Beth Erickson, Visit Loudon
President and CEO, will coordinate the
Business and Tourism representatives.
The three supervisors representing
western Loudoun, Chair Phyllis Ran-

dall (D-At Large), Supervisor Caleb J‘I-L

Kershner (R-Catoctin), and Supervisor
Laura TeKrony (D-Little River), will
select one representative for residential
stakeholders.

Below is the tentative schedule for
the zoning review:

TLUC Meeting 1 - Liveries/Stables/Outdoor Recreation

November 2024

TLUC Meeting 2 — Agricultural Processing/Other Farm Related Issues

January 2025

TLUC Meeting 3 — Value Added Farming/Other Farm Issues/Cons. Easement April 2025
TLUC Meeting 4 — Mountainside Overlay District/Signage June 2025
TLUC Meeting 5 — Wineries/Breweries/Distilleries/Events August 2025
TLUC Meeting 6 — Food Trucks/Food Service and Rural Restaurants October 2025
TLUC Meeting 7 — Outstanding Issues December 2025
Staff Develops Draft Ordinance Language January-December 2025

on ZOAM Language — Four Meetings

Zoning Ordinance Committee (ZOC) Review and Comment

January-April 2026

Agency Comments

April-May 2026

Board Information Iltem & Resolution of Intent to Amend Ordinance June 2026
Planning Commission Public Hearing July 2026
Planning Commission Work Session(s) for Recommendation July-October 2026
Board of Supervisors Public Hearing December 2026
Board of Supervisors Business Meeting for Action April 2027

OFF ANY
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11/23-11/27/24
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LETTER: BRIDGE AT BEAVERDAM,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

effectively prohibit access to the creek
by walkers, bicyclists, and horseback
riders, all of whom that have been using
the road and bridge for generations.

VDOT should repair the bridge and
reopen the bridge on Beaverdam Bridge
Road. The county should encourage
VDOT to expend the resources neces-
sary to repair the bridge at the creek,
remove the unsightly concrete barri-
ers, and reopen the crossing. If VDOT
chooses not to do so, at a minimum,
they should not vacate their easement
with the land owner.

I shudder to think of what might
happen if VDOT’s easement is vacated:
I'm driving my grandkids down the
road to see beautiful Beaverdam Creek,
only to be denied access by a “No Tres-
passing” sign! This can’t be what the
county envisions. The county should
encourage people to visit and explore
the beauty of Loudoun County.

Beaverdam Bridge Road, and the
bridge at Beaverdam Creek, is a public
asset that should be accessible by the

BlueRidgelLeader.com

o
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public. It has existed for generations
and should be restored to its original
beauty. The benefits include provid-
ing an emergency escape route during
wildfire, supporting Agri-tourism, and
providing opportunities for bicycling
and horseback riding.

I encourage you to request VDOT
to appropriate the funds necessary to
repair the bridge at Beaverdam Creek.

Les Starck
Middleburg

We'll Keep Your Life On.
703.880.9850
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OPINION: EXPOSING THE DECEPTION,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Budget Book as claimed by team

Metropolis. Cash flow savings
from debt restructuring praised
by Management and Advisors)

e 2017-2018: 0% Sewer, 0%
Water (Reduced chargebacks
which are operational expenses
to the general fund which

enabled us not to raise rates that

year)

e 2018-2019: 2% Sewer, 2%
Water (No opposition from
Management in Budget Book)

e 2019-2020: 3% Sewer, 3%
Water (No opposition from
Management in Budget Book)

e 2020-2021: 0% Sewer, 0%
Water (COVID year. No

opposition from Management in

Budget Book. Cash flow savings
from debt restructuring praised
by Management and Advisors.
Town received $10.5 Million
in ARPA funds with majority
being allocated to Capital
Improvement Program budget)
e 2021-2022: 5% Sewer, 3%
Water (In public meeting
Advisors stated that single
digit increase can be expected
from now until debt is paid off.

Council noted that debt is known
but increasing operational costs
are unknown and needs to be
managed. $900,000 nutrient
credit bank revenue.)

e 2022-2023: 5% Sewer, 3%
Water (No opposition from
Management in Budget Book)

These increases, supported by our
consultants, were sustainable and fair.
They ensured that revenue exceeded
debt payments without placing an
undue burden on the people. The real
issue here is Milan and his majori-
ty’s failure to control costs, and their
blatant attempt to mislead this com-
munity is not only dishonest—it’s an
insult.

The people deserve better. They
deserve transparency, not manipu-
lation. They deserve leadership, not
excuses. And they deserve a govern-
ment that can control its own spend-
ing before demanding more from those
who have little left to give.

They deserve truth, not political
inserts funded by the town taxpay-
ers to support their push for growth.
As we know growth does not pay for
itself, and it will change our small town
completely.

.r.;F“
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THE TRUTH BEHIND PURCELLVILLE’S FINANCES,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the heavy burdens on households while
reducing the debt.

The enormous debt was not of our mak-
ing; it was thrust upon us in 2011, when
the annual sewer debt payment skyrock-
eted from $744,000 to an overwhelming
$2.69 million, all under the leadership
of the previous mayor and town coun-
cil—who incurred tens of millions in new
town debt to upgrade our sewer plant for
future growth. No responsible munici-
pality could look at such a situation and
suggest that we should forgo refinancing
and place an undue strain on families to

pay off an asset with a 30-year lifespan,
using resources they simply don’t have.
We acted with foresight and responsi-
bility for the sake of our community’s
future.

Let me be absolutely clear: I will be
casting my vote for Team Mayberry—
the only candidates who have shown a
true grasp of municipal finance and debt
management. They understand how
to strike the right balance between the
needs of taxpayers and the demands of
sound fiscal policy. Purcellville deserves
leaders who can cut through the haze of
confusion and stay focused on the facts,
not misleading narratives.

Purcellville
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The current amount of bond debt is $49,245,628. This graph also shows that the town staff and

the Milan team has been misinforming the publi

which is the actual amount of current debt plus

¢ by stating that our current debt is $59,626,503,
interest payments going out as far as 2040.

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

immerse yourself in a diametrically opposite
situation, which brings all your senses on
high alert (similar, I would guess, to jump-
ing into a frigid body of water after emerging
from a sauna—those crazy northerners).

So, while I don’t possess the deed to any of
the expansive (and expensive) horse farms
in western Loudoun County, I can hereby
lay claim to some of their benefits—without
having to shell out for any of their taxes, or
mow any of their lawns, feed the animals or
pay the staff. And I wouldn’t be any good at
polo, so there’s no problem there.

I can take what I enjoy: the stone fence-
lined (and usually deserted) country road,
with views of the tree-covered hills leading
up to the summit of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, open fields (some partially occu-
pied by herds of black Angus cattle), the

tantalizingly-close-but-so-far-away Mount
Weather Emergency Operations Center (talk
about a sci-fi thriller—no, wait—we can’t
talk about that) looming up on the heights,
the simple enjoyment of relative silence and
complete stillness (extremely rare qualities
in Northern Virginia!), and the appreciation
(on my part, anyway) of at least the sem-
blance of timelessness.

The knowledge and general assuredness
that on a return trip we can plan on finding
the same physical features of rocks, trees,
grasses, animals and more sky than one who
lives in a relatively small townhome in Lees-
burg, Virginia would believe.

I want to return to find a similar expan-
sion of time, and something approaching
the suspension of gravity itself. There we
go traveling again ... yes, that’s me—the one
you don’t see.
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FINANCIAL FOCUS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

These strategies—QCDs and donor-ad-
vised funds in particular— an be complex
and involve several issues of which you
should be aware. So, you should consult
your tax advisor before taking action. But if
any of these techniques are appropriate for
your situation, give them some thought—
because helping a charitable group and get-
ting tax benefits for doing so is a “win” for
everyone.

Remember, your individual financial goals
and questions deserve individual attention.
If you think you might need specific finan-
cial advice, please reach out to a local finan-
cial advisor.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Contact: Joshua
Wolinski | (540) 338-2291 | joshua.
wolinski@edwardjones.com.

FORUM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

need to be for a small town. “The bank-
ruptcy comment in the water bill we just
received, I think number one for town
management to mention anything to
have to do with bankruptcy is such poor
leadership. Instead of showing how we
can solve the problem, they put fear in
us that our town is going to go bankrupt.
That is immature and unacceptable.”

Brian Green called for the town to
“tighten their belt.” Nett said, “We have
a lot to do in short order. We would elim-
inate all the planned double-digit rate
increases over the next five years. As my
collogues have said, we have a spending
problem.”

Allthe candidates were against the Val-
ley Commerce Center annexation. Nett
said, “Annexations do not pay for them-
selves...We don’t have the water. Like so
many other properties surrounding us,

it’s controlled in the county”—at a much
lower density.

Green said since the town doesn’t
have the water it could cost the town
millions of dollars to expand the town’s
water system. “The residents don’t want
annexation, and if considered, the resi-
dents would have to agree to it.”

Khalil asked, “Why would we want
to take on a financial burden when we
could have 39 houses?” She added, “We
should look at how we can increase the
vibrancy of what we have right now and
work on that.”

“The projected revenue from the
project does not meet the risk the town
would have to take,” said Arnburg. “Let’s
focus on bringing businesses in town to
fill up the vacant spaces on Main Street.”

Said Nett, “We would vote no on that
[annexation] immediately.”
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We are currently paving in your .

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
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WE DO:
HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES « LONG LANES « DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS « PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES « GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK « ASPHALT MILLINGS

Maybe you have a bit area you would love to have
blacktopped but you can’t afford to pave the whole thing right
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by
your house just big enough fo park your vehicles, or we can
install as little as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!

Free Estimates « Fast Service » Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(871) 255-9187

1843218 Licensed and Insured

LETTER: NEVER SURRENDER,CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Chapman, and the Team Metropolis slate
he backs, are afraid of dialogue.

That’s why Team Metropolis backed
out of the October 7 candidate forum
they agreed to, less than 72 hours before-
hand, and why they instead self-hosted
their own forum on the exact same
date and time. It was advertised as an
open mic event—but wasn’t. Minus our
supporters, they garnered a very small
crowd, ’'m told.

During this campaign, they’ve been
caught stealing our yard signs, passing
out gift cards to voters as bribes, and
attacking us personally with libelous
nonsense hoping something will stick.

They can’t defend their support for
more than doubling our already insane
bi-monthly water bills, their support
for maintaining a bloated Town Hall, or
their plans for annexations leading to
mass urbanization and the destruction
of our small-town life. So, they offer dis-

This election really isn’t that compli-
cated. The Town of Purcellville is essen-
tially a $30 million a year corporation.
Achieving structural balance, without
bankrupting families over utility costs, is
easily achievable.

If you want to reign in our out-of-con-
trol water bills and cut wasteful spend-
ing, and focus on projects that the town
really needs, like traffic calming on Main
Street, and activities for adults and chil-
dren alike, I urge you to vote for me, and
my running mates—Chris Bertaut for
Mayor and Brian Green, Susan Khalil,
and Jon Arnburg for Town Council.

If you want to know the truth about
town politics, to include my rejection of
Team Metropolis’s unsuccessful efforts
to recruit me into their chamber of com-
merce, mass urbanization slate (the real
source of their anger), then look for my
YouTube video “Ben Nett: Never Surren-
der to Bullies”—also available at May-
berryNotMetropolis.com

Ben Nett

tractions and personal attacks.

Purcellville

LETTER: BYE, BYE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

They want to move the library
from the middle of the town

That charming landmark

where knowledge can be found.
It’s all about expansion,

Let’s move

It out of town to the new mega Rec
Center.

Now the town widow

struggles to pay her water bill
She showers but once a week and
leaves her garden still.

While mildew grows

upon the front door path

She dare not power wash.

Bye bye safe Purcellville

town, once safest in the state
Now lock your doors

and secure the gate.

We used to know our neighbor
But now fear has taken over.

Bye bye sweet Purcellville town
We used to love to hang around
You used to be our resting place
But now we go to other spots that
help us recreate.

The politicians have sold us out
To developers with hearts of gout
That ole money in the
pocket is what it’s all about.
That ole money in the pocket is
what it’s all about.

Elizabeth Miller

Purcellville

PURCELLVILLE ELECTION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

mates, are the very ones who are being
financed and controlled by developers.

I know the mayor does not like the Blue
Ridge Leader and that is why he refused to
answer interview questions by that paper
whereas all the other candidates did. I call
that simply extreme weakness and not
willing to answer the hard questions.

The most recent copy of the Blue Ridge
Leader had an article by former mayor
Kwasi Fraser and it sounds to me that our
current mayor is not being honest with the
residents or is possibly over his head. It’s
obvious that there are serious differences
between the two groups.

I will no longer support Stan Milan
for mayor as well as his “group” known
as “Metropolis.” I say mayor Milan needs
to answer real questions that effect the
residents of Purcellville from a local news-
paper that asks legitimate questions.

Michael McCoy
Purcellville

LETTER: STOP STAN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

This picture says it all: Stan quite liter-
ally stands next to a symbol of what he’s
done — turned our water taps into cash
faucets for the town. We need a mayor
who will work for us, not against us. Let’s
stop Stan and bring real relief to our wal-
lets. Vote Christopher Bertaut for lower
water bills, not higher profits for the town.

Susan Khalil
Candidate for Purcellville
Town Council

Get your local news 24/7 online at
BlueRidgelLeader.com
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OPINION: THE ADU HOAX, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

a question: Why should an ADU program
focus on brand spanking new housing?
The County currently funds this hous-
ing program from its accounts. There’s a
better way: Assess all new construction
(including data centers and houses) a
special fee to fund the Housing Choice
Voucher program. This would be a four-
fer: Put a mild brake on more develop-
ment; Have developers fund the program;
Reduce some County spending: Improve
some of the existing older housing stock.

A Definitional Problem with ADUs

Eligibility for an ADU is based on one’s
income. That poses a problem: Just what
“income” is used? The IRS form 1040 has
multiple types of income: Wage income,
capital gains, total income, adjusted gross
income (AGI) and finally, taxable income.

I couldn’t find any direction in the zoning
code as to which of these should be used
to determine ADU eligibility. (AGI seems
most logical.)

The ADU formula solves for new hous-
ing units that are affordable to eligible
purchasers. This could be a real mess:
What percent of one’s income could go for
housing costs? (30% most often.) Are taxes
and insurance included as housing costs?
(Lenders want to see housing expenses be
less than 30% of income.) Then, what loan
term applies? Thirty years? Fifteen years?
What is the correct mortgage interest
rate? Is a down payment required? How
about private mortgage insurance?

It seems like a moving target.

These questions need specific answers
for an ADU program to work, and I don’t
think that’s happened. Instead, we may
have a Wild West of applications with no

guide on resolving them. The vaunted
ADU program needs more work and
frankly, a rethinking.

I suggest giving the ADU program an
expiration date of, say, one year, and
reevaluate it then to see if it’s worth keep-
ing. Who could argue with that?

Charles Houston’s career was developing
large office buildings throughout the south.
Every building had a tight and detailed
budget and every building came in under
budget and on schedule.

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia's
and HUD's Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia's Fair
Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness,
familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept
advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper
are available on an equal housing opportunity basis.

For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law,

or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair

Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247;

for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email — fair Seeeees
housing@dporvirginia.gov;  web:  www/fairhousing. ~ SFFORTURITY
vipnet.org.
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2022 Honda NVA10B NAVi
LED Headlight/taillight conversion. 11G
Pulley Sliders, Reckless Customs Rear
Fender Kit and more. Text 571-233-6152 for

more details. $1,950 OBO.
sy E—:_ ¥ a

FREE BOOKS!
Retired American Lit
professor seeks loving
homes for many
of his books.Email
drwilliay@comcast.net to
arrange time and place.

SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

LANDSCAPING MA
Seasoned Experience
for Every Season

Decking - Driveways - Patios
Tree Work « Culvert Pipe Installation

Brian North 540-533-8092
NorthTreeAndMasonry.com
BNorth1883@yahoo.com

=
Z=

AMERICAN &
MERICAN §
PUALITY STEEL ) .
571-505-5565 « WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Bathrooms | Decks
Basements | Additions
Kitchens

Structural Repairs Licensed

Interior/Exterior Home Repairs [kt
Bonded

EXCAVATING

We specialize in pond/lake installation & repair,

equestrian riding arenas, gravel road/driveway
installation & repair, land clearing, grading,
pad sites, basement dig outs, and more.

LOCAL | AWARD-WINNING | LICENSED | INSURED

LYNNE McCABE

TEAM

SAMSOMN

PROPERTIES

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
Phone: 571-242-0232

Lovestoryhomes.com

Targeting Loudoun
County? Advertise here.

Email for more info:
advertise@
blueridgeleader.com

LOUDOUN COUNTY
+ MILLING #
Feeding Loudoun County Over 100 Years!
HAY.STRAW-: FENCING

:;: Bulk Mulch» Top Soil » Sands » Gravels rm
m m, Landscaping Stone » Erosion Control N i
& Nut Culverts, etc.

T 540-338-716]1 Powncann

www.loudounmillingfeeds.com

TARTER

Loudoun Sounty Gardners
g EXtr_‘gl '

House Calls
Contracting LLC

From the

design stage of
remodeling,

or room addition, to

the finished product 0
all in one company.

If you don’t like something we did, tell us.
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898

www.HouseCallsContracting.com
HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117 - Bonded, Insured

Lydia Clark

(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

Long & Foster Realtors®
1008 Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132
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MARY WISKER
REALTOR®, ABR/SFR
Multi=Million Daollar Producer
Licensed in VA & 1M

508 E. Market 51,
Lecsburg VA 20176
Cell: T03-577-6015
Oilice: TO3-777-2900
Mary. Wiskers LNF.com
www, MaryWisker.com

LONG &FOSTER ~ Forbes
BE

B.R.MIDDLETON

| | | [CONCRETE
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

- DRIVEWAYS - EXPOSED AGGREGATE
- PATIOS - FOOTINGS - SLABS
« STAMPED CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates « PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 - Cell: 703-795-5621

Specializing in Native and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly

EST. ¥ fws™ 1925

ABERNETHY
(GSPENCER

18035 Maple Ave./Lincoln Rd.,
Purcellville, VA 20132
540-338-9118
www.abernethyspencer.com
info@abernethyspencer.com

Plants, Tree & Shrubs

Pottery, Gloves,
Tools & Statuary

Flowering Pots & Gifts

Loudoun County's
Oldest Greenhouse

Tax Resolution Services

Tax Season is almost here

‘We Are The Key To Solving
Your IRS Debts

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Instaliment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

MBA, CPA

acclrate

Seema Na
540-338-3967
seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com
170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

MIDDLEBURG ATOKA
REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES

Call Marcy for your Real Estate needs
Full-Time, Local Experience since 1993

e L

MARCY
CANTATORE

Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WV
540-533-7453

www.MarcyC.com

MarcyC@MarcyC.com
Facebook@MarcyCantatore Instagram@MarcyCSells

=

Q Atoka Properties 115 N 21st 5t Purcellville, VA 20132 .

No Job too Big or too Small, We Handle Them All!
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling + Deck Maintenance
Piumbing + Electrical + Tile * Drywall + Painting + Roofing + Snow Removal
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

e 540.683.0470 ...

esnvares  Yourhandymanservicel@gmail.com & wsurep

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

SPECIAL
CLEANING
SERVICE

Weekly « Bi-weekly « Monthly or Just One Time!
FREE ESTIMATES + GREAT REFERENCES!
l Call Maria Today!
103.477.1228

I

é(@

CallMariaToday@gmail.com

Targeting Loudoun
County? Advertise here.

Email for more info:
advertise@
blueridgeleader.com

LINDA CULBERT

REALTOR"
Associate Broker
ADBR
1y Purccllville Gateway Dirive
Suite 100 B
Oilice: 540-338-1350
Cell: T03-431-1724
Fax: 340-338-1620
linda.culbertiz longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

% LONG &FOSTER

——REAL ESTATE

fIS BE

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade SharPening & Maintenance
oil Cl’\angcs ! Grcasing] chairs

Sharp Blades

1
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding.
This guy is a hard worker and does it
right the first time.” Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

(703) 727-9826

Licensed & Insured

INnsurance’

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto + Home - Business -« Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 « Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets

Qe ging Daily Dﬂg Walks &
F A In-Home Vacation Pet Care
|~ R »
3 My pets e
’r\\\\ virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com

Joe Pillera
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

(703) 867-7158

Mark Malan 30 Years of Experience
(540) 751-8456 Licensed/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Experience the W
Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up

www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

Janet Enyna Garbe @

Selling Seven West

T03-431-4192
anelEmmaiiCarier BraxtonProperhss com,
105 Madinan Stres
/ Midkbeturg. WA 20507
Proud SPONSOR g CARTER BRANTON
Buchanan Hall " E g i
Farmers Market STAGE! =+ ¥ ) o &=

Commercial and Residential We Come To You.

SAME DAY
COMPUTER
REPAIR
Premier Computer Repairs SERVICE
Nigel Preece AVAILABLE

571.209.8250 | info@PremierComputerRepairs.com

www.premiercomputerrepairs.com

Targeting Loudoun
County? Advertise here.

Email for more info:
advertise@
blueridgeleader.com
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Our opponents, Team Metropolis, support even higher water and sewer bills, more traffic
congestion, continued wasteful spending, and mass urbanization. They avoid the issues,
instead choosing to launch libelous personal attacks on their opponents.

We, Team Mayberry, attack problems, not our opponents.
We can’t be bought and we won't be bullied!

WE WILL ELIMINATE THE PLANNED WATER AND SEWER RATE INCREASES.

We will dedicate a portion of the meals tax to paying down the sewer debt, relieving the people
from the strain of double-digit rate increases. The water debt is already manageable, and with just a
million in cost reductions, we can make the sewer debt more than manageable. We do not need to
raise rates to solve this problem.

Our opponents, Team Metropolis, would have you believe that the meals tax is untouchable,
claiming it's essential for operations. Yet they conveniently omit a critical fact: this tax is funneled into
excessive reserves and wasteful spending.

WE WILL IMMEDIATELY VOTE NO TO THE VALLEY COMMERCE ANNEXATION.

In addition to putting further strain on our water resources, annexation would add thousands of
cars and heavy industrial trucks to our already congested roadways, transform our small town into
Ashburn 2.0, and put an end to Purcellville’s status as “Loudoun’s Rural Destination.”

We ask for your vote on November 5

https://mayberrynotmetropolis.com ”:M‘NM https://bertaut4mayor.com




Wheatland Farm is a landmark property offering unparalleled beauty, history, and equestrian excellence in the heart of Virginia’s wine country. The 43-acre masterpiece
stands as a beacon of equestrian luxury and historic prestige. Recognized as a USEF Center of Excellence, this property was the proud host of the 2018 Para Dressage
Selection Trials for the World Equestrian Games. The state-of-the-art facilities include both indoor and outdoor arenas, a cross-country field, and an enclosed perimeter
trail. Wheatland Farm’s infrastructure provides two barns with twenty-six European-style stalls and all the luxury’s one expects from a world-class equestrian experience.
Overlooking a pristine 9-acre lake, the six-bedroom manor home ( circa 1741) exudes timeless elegance. Discover a heated saltwater pool with spa, two charming guest
homes, and a Carriage House, serving as an executive office. The historic Great Barn, seats 300 guests and offers an unrivaled venue for spectacular events. The Daniel
Boone Cabin adds unique charm to the property. Thoughtfully designed, the farm is equipped with ramps and other features to accommodate individuals with disabilities.
Only 30 minutes from Dulles International Airport and an hour from Washington, D.C.

15158 Berlin Turnpike, Purcellville, VA (Loudoun County)

Buyer registration is required prior to a showing appointment. $11,500,000

Sam Fisher M . JeremyDalpiaz

Principal Broker, Owner ( ) Douglas Elliman Real Estate

REALTOR® = s LR \ica Prasident & Associate Broker
OnThe

Team Lead, The Legato Group
_Ma.r ket ) Licensed in VA& DC
Propertles DouglasElliman ~ OFFICE: 703.552.4180

MOBILE: 703.785.5721

jeremy.dalpiaz@elliman.com

703-408-4261

onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com
onthemarketloudoun.com

19016 Yellow Schoolhouse Road, Bluemont VA
Please visit onthemarketloudoun.com for our property videos
Licensed in the Commonwealth of Virginia

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER FFAITOR




