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BY REED CARVER

The Loudoun County School 
Board voted to allow Collective 
Bargaining, a unionization vote 
the night of Aug. 13 at their Board 
Meeting. Loudoun Education Asso-
ciation will become, “the exclusive 
bargaining unit” for teachers in 
Loudoun.

Teachers are now unionized, but 
more is needed, said members of 
LEA outside in the gathering area 

before the meeting. Teachers need 
to become part of LEA, and then 
they will be able to vote on what 
they desire to do as a body. The 
whole body then is able to use their 
numbers as a bargaining advan-
tage to secure higher wages and 
benefits.

Other Loudoun entities are 
already unionized, like the Loudoun 
Career Fire Firefighters Associa-
tion. Jon Myers, the president of 

that union, was on site to support 
teachers in their cause. 

Three speakers addressed the 
group with a megaphone: John 
Myers, Julius Reynolds, and Kris 
Countryman, who has been the 
president since Aug 1.

Afterwards, a member of the 
group led a chant, saying in 
response to those who were against 
bargaining, “They want private 
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On Aug. 13 the Purcellville Planning 
and Community Development Depart-
ment hosted a workshop, along with 
the Virginia Main Street program. The 
meeting was held at the Train Station. 
In attendance were seven staff mem-
bers to include the Purcellville Planning 
Department, members of the Economic 
Development Advisory Committee, Pur-
cellville residents, Planning Commis-
sioners, and developers. 

The main impetus for the meeting 
was for the town staff, stakeholders, 
and residents to listen to a presentation 
from Blaire Buergler, one of the program 
administrators for VMS. Currently Pur-
cellville is in VMS’s most basic introduc-
tory tier. 

John Heather, Purcellville’s Economic 
Development Advisor, said the town is 

looking for what appropriate projects 
may be developed in downtown, and 
they wanted to “understand the DNA of 
the town, and we need the input from 
the community,” he said. 

However later, former Purcellville 
Mayor Kwasi Fraser said, “We have the 
DNA of the community in our Compre-
hensive Plan. I believe all of this starts 
with understanding that the Compre-
hensive Plan is the aspiration of the peo-
ple for their community.”

VMS is a preservation-based economic 
and community development program 
which seeks to revitalize downtown his-
toric districts, said Buergler. EDAC and 
John Heather had reached out to VMS to 
join the program.

When towns are accredited under this 
system, they can receive grants for var-
ious downtown improvement projects. 

Fraser cautioned that the town would 
have to be careful not to spend the same 
amount of money to hire a grant writer, 
to get back nearly the same amount in 
grant funds.

Buergler said, for the program to be 
successful, it will require the commu-
nity, not government, to take owner-
ship of it. Vice-Mayor and EDAC liaison 
Erin Rayner said the town government 
should be involved because they control 
the infrastructure.  

The central topics were business 
engagement, downtown planning, tour-
ism, branding, and infill development.

Mark Nelis, an attorney and one of the 
Vineyard Square and Valley Business 
Park owners said the last time he built 
residential units in downtown was 30 
years ago. “And that’s a shame. You can’t 
build downtowns without people,” he 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

School Board approves Collective 
Bargaining, and stronger union control

said. “We need people downtown.”
The Vineyard Square project on 21st 

Street is a six-story, 40 condo approved 
project. The project has been approved 
for 14 years and the developers are now 
asking to change the site plan, but they 
want to operate off of the same permit. 
If their permits expire (June 2025), they 
could not get the approved density they 
currently have. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

“We have the DNA of the community in  
our Comprehensive Plan” - Former Mayor Kwasi Fraser
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BY LIZ TENNEY JARVIS

Last month, August 4-11, the Junior 
Little League World Series was held in 
Taylor, Michigan. Upper Loudoun Little 
League’s Umpire-in-Chief, Chris Kerley, 
was chosen from hundreds of umpires 
nationwide to be in one of the seven 
World Series events.  

Kerley began to play baseball “late in 
life” at age 13.  This was past the starting 
age of that when most players are not 

much taller than the bat itself.  Kerley 
admits that despite having participated 
in several other sports, when it came 
to baseball, he was “not great, unfortu-
nately.”  However, this did not dampen 
his love of the game.

Growing up in Maryland, Kerley was a 
devoted fan of the Baltimore Orioles.  He 
saw them play at Memorial Stadium up 
until 1991, and when the team moved to 
Camden Yards in 1992. As Kerley’s sons 
became interested in playing, he and 
his wife coached at the levels of T-Ball, 

Coach pitch and Upper Loudoun Little 
League making baseball a family affair.

Coaching the Little League team that 
played on the fields at Hamilton Elemen-
tary, Kerley inquired as to additionally 
doing field maintenance.  That was when 
it was suggested that he also become 
assistant umpire-in-chief.    Kerley was 
asked to take over when Chief Umpire 
Bill Roth retired around 2011.   Coaching 
and being an umpire sometimes brought 

Kerley to the brink of a “conflict 
of interest” on the field.    How-
ever, his integrity and charac-
ter deemed any accusations as 
unfounded.

Now in a serious position as 
Umpire-in-Chief, Kerley was 
umpiring All Star, District and 
State Tournament games as 
well as attending umpire school 
in Georgia.    During his time in 
the week-long school, he was 
encouraged to apply for umpir-
ing World Series and he would 
umpire three state tournaments 

that year. 
2020 brought interruptions due to 

Covid so in 2022, Kerley was umpiring at 
the Regional level.   During the Region-
als,  “you are always being evaluated,” 
and the goal there is to get your World 
Series recommendation says Kerley.

Kerley did receive those recommen-
dations—two actually—for the two dif-
ferent field sizes.   The 60 foot diamond 
being for players age 12 and under 
and the 90 foot (regulation size) for  
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 »

Save the date—it’s that time of year 
again for the Purcellville Tag  Sale. On 
Saturday, Oct.12 join the community for 
a day of fun, shopping, and deals. Oh, and 
treasures, too. Sign-up will end Tuesday, 
Sept. 24. The Tag Sale will take place rain 
or shine.

The Purcellville Tag sale is perfect for 
the hunter, collector, picker, and hoarder 
in us all. The event starts bright and 
early at 8 a.m. and goes to 6 p.m. – rain 
or shine. “We have people selling vintage 
clothing, antiques, candles, household 
items, handmade jewelry, collectables, 
and the list goes on,” said Tag Sale orga-
nizer Silas Redd. “There is truly some-
thing for everyone.”

All vendors wanted. Go to Purcellville-
VaTagSale.com to sign up.

The Purcellville Tag Sale is organized 
and also sponsored by Silas Redd, owner 

of Nostalgia Boutique located at 142 E. 
Main Street in Purcellville. Said Redd, “I 
am happy to be doing the Purcellville Tag 
Sale again this year. It is our 21st Anni-
versary. It’s a great opportunity for the 
Town of Purcellville community to show-
case the variety of businesses. It’s also 
great for our neighbors to come together 
and have fun. It’s always exciting to find 
fabulous treasures from vendors and 
local businesses.”

Sign up at  PurcellvilleVaTagSale.com. 
The first 40 to sign up will be listed on 
the printed map.

But  no  worries—most everyone who 
signs up will be listed on the website. 
Don’t forget the deadline to sign up is 
Sept. 24.

Redd said, “After the huge turn-
out from last year, I am really looking 

21st Anniversary of the Purcellville 
Tag Sale—Oct. 12 rain or shine

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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our opponents’ plans to implement dou-
ble-digit rate increases for the utility fund 
every year for at least the next four years.

We are against growing the town’s bor-
ders through annexation and any projects 
which compromise the small-town feel —
no six story buildings for example.

There is an old saying in politics, and in 
life: “Great minds discuss ideas, average 
minds discuss events, and small minds 
discuss people.” Thus far, I’ve focused 
exclusively on my ideas for improving our 
town. This includes reducing the wasteful 
spending of our general fund and dedi-
cating a portion of our meals tax revenue, 
once we have a policy in place, toward 
reducing our utility debt in order to mini-
mize rate increases on our residents.  

We, “Team Mayberry,” are running 
against “Team Metropolis” – the devel-
oper-backed group of candidates led by 
Mayor Stan Milan, who just two years ago 
ran on a slow growth platform but has 
since completely reversed his stance. 

The platform of “Team Metropolis” 
advocates for ever-increasing utility bills 
as an excuse to annex property for com-
mercial/industrial development, purport-
edly for the one-time utility connection 

fees. We all know that growth begets 
growth.

Would annexation of the Valley Com-
merce Center, which is over 1.2 million 
square feet of industrial development, 
really benefit the Town of Purcellville? 
The answer is obvious. Our residents 
oppose such annexations because it 
would transform our town and push it 
towards becoming a “Metropolis.” Addi-
tionally, growth doesn’t pay for itself. It 
imposes significant demands on every 
aspect of our town’s infrastructure and 
services.

Will such development—annexed 
industrial centers, for example—make 
it rain more often? Our water resources 
are already strained, with yearly drought 
conditions the norm. The “Metropolis” 
team have no answers for this or other 
substantive challenges before us. They 
just want the town to grow and grow. 
That is the reason they have changed the 
slow growth majority on the planning 
commission.

Our opponents are drawing party lines 
where no such lines exist. Dirty partisan 
politics have no place in our town. Our 
elections have always been nonparti-
san— and issues like taxes, traffic, trans-
parency, and growth aren’t determined by 
anything except for one’s regard for our 
quality of life. 

Unfortunately, one of the “Team 
Metropolis” candidates, John Mark Gard-
ner, has resorted to personal attacks—
which is exactly what Purcellville 
residents are sick and tired of from pol-
iticians. On July 16, he filed a complaint 
alleging that I used my status as a police 
officer to intimidate him and discour-
age his candidacy. This accusation was 
completely false and led to an obligatory 
Internal Affairs Investigation, which con-
firmed the complaint was baseless. I was 
fully exonerated. 

Mr. Gardner also wants every Demo-
crat in town to know that I ran for pub-
lic office, years ago, as a Republican, and 
made headlines when I made a joke on 
social media.

A Democrat Congressman posted a 
photo of himself, proudly displaying a 
lapel pin showing his “F” rating from the 
NRA. I opined that he should move that 
pin over to center mass. This same con-
gressman later posted a picture of himself 
holding an AR-15 rifle. I fully accept the 
criticism over my humor, but what is Mr. 
Gardner implying here by dredging this 
up? 

He’s already lied to law enforcement 
about my conduct as a police officer and 
he’s continuing the same game in the 

BY BEN NETT
My name is Carl Benjamin Nett, but 

everyone calls me “Ben.”  My name on the 
ballot for the upcoming Town of Purcell-
ville election is Carl B. “Ben” Nett, in keep-

ing with the naming options 
available by state law. I’ve 
been known by a great many 

names and monikers over the course of my 
national security career – Nick Brewster, 
Phillip K. Whitehead, K5002, PT-10, Badge 
0903 and, now, Badge 5263– but feel free 
to call me “Ben.”

I’m running for Town Council with a 
dedicated team: Chris Bertaut, Susan 
Khalil, Brian Green, and Jon Arnburg. We’re 
running under the slogan “Mayberry Not 
Metropolis,” reflecting our commitment 
to preserving Purcellville’s small-town 
charm and managing growth responsibly.

We chose “Mayberry” as a reference to 
the classic sitcom, The Andy Griffith Show, 
which takes place in the charming, com-
munity-oriented town of Mayberry.

We are committed to maintaining Pur-
cellville as a wonderful community of 
neighbors, managing growth in keeping 
with the aesthetics and unique character 
of our town, and finding alternatives to 

Mayberry vs. Metropolis

OPINION

OPINION OPINION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 »

BY KWASI FRASER, FORMER TOWN  
OF PURCELLVILLE MAYOR

First and foremost, I extend 
my gratitude to each of the three 
planning commissioners, Nan 
Forbes, Ed Neham and Nedim 

Ogelman, whose 
terms expired on 
August 31, and 

were not renewed by the council 
majority. Your unwavering dedi-
cation over the years in revising 
our 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
based on citizen input, which 
the prior Town Council proudly 
adopted and your commitment 
to rewriting the zoning ordi-
nances to align with this plan 
is commendable. The current 
zoning ordinance you recom-
mended sustains what the Town 
of Purcellville has and protects 
our small-town feel.

Many of your critics on coun-
cil are adamantly opposed to 
the Comprehensive Plan’s slow 
growth agenda, even though 
they dare not label themselves 
as such. They are acutely aware 
that a stance against slow 
growth is not a winning strategy 

at the ballot box. 
As the November election 

looms, they aim to infiltrate the 
Town Council with wolves in 
sheep’s clothing, eager to drive a 
pro-growth agenda. They envi-
sion transforming Purcellville 
into yet another Ashburn.

Those who scoff at these 
words are either wolves in dis-
guise or are blind to the fact that 
our just recommended updated 
zoning ordinance replaced our 
outdated and misaligned one—
to align with our newly adopted 
Comprehensive Plan. 

This negligence is a disservice 
to the current state of our Town. 
Case in point, we have witnessed 
brick structures demolished and 
replaced by Ashburn-esque rect-
angular monstrosities devoid of 
character or charm. 

Consider the travesty on E 
Street, where Loudoun County 
razed a solid masonry home 
at 410 East E Street, erected in 
1966 by a distinguished member 
of the African American com-
munity, Pastor E. Terry, only to 

A sincere thank you to the 
three most senior slow growth 
planning commissioners

Skyscrapers and 
affordable housing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

Land use, housing, sprawl 
and property rights have been 
studied to death, and I don’t 
think many of those stud-
ies have found any universal 
truths. One recent attempt is 
from James Barr, an econo-

mist and profes-
sor, who has just 
published a book 

titled, “Cities in the Sky, The 
Quest to Build the World’s Tall-
est Skyscrapers.” I’ve just fin-
ished it.

The book’s title suggests that 
it will not be a best-seller, but 
may appeal to a narrow group 
of practitioners and to sky-
scraper buffs like me.

Barr presents a lot of history 
of these buildings, e.g. Chicago 
was the home of the first tall 
buildings – six stories, I believe, 
and he tries to draw conclusions 
from his vast amount of histor-
ical data. His history is better 
than his conclusions, a number 
of which appear to be wish-
ful thinking, but one observa-
tion is thought provoking: 
Billion-dollar, 1000-foot-tall 
residential skyscrapers increase 

the availability of affordable 
housing. 

Barr’s Counterintuitive Idea

Some may say that Barr is 
nuts, but I think he may be onto 
something.

You may be familiar with 
the needle-thin, 1000-foot-
tall apartment buildings at the 
south end of Central Park in 
New York City. They call it “Bil-
lionaires Row.” Many people 
are offended by these towers, at 
the idea that a relative handful 
of rich folks will pay enormous 
sums – perhaps a $100 million 
– for a full-floor apartment on 
an upper floor. Barr correctly 
dismisses this as envy. 

He explains that housing is 
a continuum, from shacks to 
palatial abodes. We know that. 
What Barr is saying is that 
along this continuum, each 
tranche (a slice of the whole) 
is linked to the more expensive 
segment above it and to the 
less expensive slice of housing 
below it. 

Barr then applies the law of 
supply and demand to his data. 
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Dear Editor:
I keep hearing again that Purcellville needs to annex 

property outside of its borders so they can control what 
is developed on the land. Let’s call this what it is—a 
flimsy argument wrapped in the guise of concern. The 
notion that annexing land into the Town will magically 
grant us control is, at best, a clever ruse. 

The real power to control development lies in the 
water and sewer rights we already possess. High-den-

sity development, the kind the county 
and others quietly crave, hinges on 
municipal water and sewer services, and 

guess what? Only Purcellville has the infrastructure to 
support that.

Sure, someone could dream up a standalone water 
and sewer plant, but it would never meet the demands 
of the dense development these folks are plotting. The 
truth is, we already hold the cards. By withholding 
sewer and water services, we dictate what a developer 
can and cannot build on land near our borders.

Land in the county is indeed “controlled” by the 
county at significantly less density. Take the Valley 
Springs Annexation proposal. It is already “controlled” 
in the county for 39 homes on 117-acres. If annexed 
into the town, it would indeed be “controlled” by the 
town at 1.2 million square feet of industrial. Who 
would you rather “control” it?

So, let’s not be fooled. The push for annexation isn’t 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

LETTER LETTER LETTER

Skyscrapers and 
affordable housing

The Trojan Horse of 
Annexation

Votes in this Town are 
Not for Sale

Dear Editor:
Ah, Mayor Milan, what a triumphant declaration! 

One could almost hear the trumpets blaring as you 
proudly announced the town’s new AAA rating—a feat, 
according to you, unmatched in the annals of munici-
pal governance. But before we shower you with laurels, 
let’s take a moment to pull back the curtain and see 
what’s really behind this theatrical performance.

Not long ago—if memory serves, though it seems 
to fade at the most convenient times—
you and your esteemed Team Metropo-
lis (Milan, Stought, Gardner, and Dean) 

took to the newspaper, warning the voters of Purcell-
ville that the town was under the watchful eye of Fitch 
Ratings. 

The reason? According to you, the previous Town 
Council didn’t raise rates high enough to meet your 
lofty standards. But how quickly things change. Now, 
here you stand, flaunting this AAA rating as if it were a 
golden fleece, claiming it as a direct result of the 16% 
and 18% rate hikes you so graciously imposed on our 
weary taxpayers.

But let’s pause and consider the reality behind your 
“achievement.” This AAA rating didn’t simply materi-
alize because you decided to burden Purcellville’s resi-
dents and businesses with double-digit rate increases. 

No, this rating is the result of years of careful 
stewardship and a gradual improvement in our debt 

 Dear Editor:
A friend of mine supports Ben Nett for Town Coun-

cil and has had his sign in their yard for a month. This 
week, Mayor Milan knocked on my friend’s door and 
tried to convince them to remove Ben’s sign and sup-
port his slate of candidates instead. They declined. 

The next morning, Milan (or someone from his 
campaign) returned to their house and removed 

the “Ben Nett” sign. At the same time, 
he planted signs in their yard for him-
self and his running mates. 

All of the signs were removed, which 
Milan planted without permission, and were dis-
carded. Hours later, Milan’s  running mate, John 
Mark Gardner, acted as Santa.  While my friend and 
I were  talking, he pulled up across the street in his 
big red sleigh—I mean, Jeep—delivering presents. 
He handed my friend a $30 gift card to an ice cream 
shop with a “Town of Purcellville Virginia, Stanley J. 
Milan Mayor” business card attached.

Is there a gift card for everyone in town? I was pres-
ent for this encounter and was surely surprised. How 
many more gift cards is Mr. Gardner delivering to vot-
ers around town? I interpret this as a bribe.

On August 31, after my friend replaced the sto-
len “Ben Nett” sign, Mayor Milan returned to their 
home, angry, and demanded to know what happened 

10 S. Greenway Ave 
Boyce, VA 22620
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BY TIM JON

Believe it or not the prospect of a new 
artistic project often includes a healthy 
dose of fear: not due to any real or even 
imaginary danger involved with the 
adventure, but—for me—a feeling of 
inadequacy. What if I go to the well of 
inspiration and come up empty? What 
if I have nothing original and unique 

to share with the world 
in this wonderful oppor-
tunity? I imagine this 
impasse has been faced by 
actors taking on a famous 
role like King Lear, or a 
painter examining a clas-
sic piece of architecture or 

natural formation—or even a successful 
musician wondering, “How do we follow 
up on ‘Yesterday,’ or ‘(I Can’t Get No) 
Satisfaction,’ or ‘Layla.’ 

If these creative forces 
were anything like mine, 
they blundered ahead 
through a fog of stupidity. 
Yes, it’s always worked for 
me. 

I’d been meaning to get 
back up to Harpers Ferry 
National Historic Park for 
ages. I’d taken my parents 
there a couple of decades 
ago, and had a few intermit-
tent visits over the years, 
but never for an official 
exploration and photo ses-
sion. And this, I’m sure, is where the 
sense of trepidation came in. First of all, 
this iconic site represents an import-
ant part in our nation’s past.  Secondly, 
the setting of the confluence of two 
well-known Rivers—Shenandoah and 

Potomac—abutted by the hilly terrain 
and architectural silhouettes make this 
an instantly recognized spot on the map. 

So, driving up Harpers Ferry Road in 
Loudoun County, then traveling along 
Route 340 into West Virginia for a short 
stretch, I was thinking about treating 

this historic subject with its due rever-
ence. Now, I hadn’t really been there for 
a full-immersion visit for something like 
20 years, and had no idea what kind of 
tourist numbers the place would attract. 

It was a blisteringly-hot day in the 
middle of the working week. I had a 
blessed vacation from my stint at the 
Post Office, so I figured the visitor num-
bers may be rather light, and I could just 
park along one of the many streets run-
ning to and from the actual ‘tip of the 
spear,’ as it were. 

Well, by the time I’d negotiated all 
the proper turns and started onto the 
property, it appeared as if about half 
the Earth’s population had descended 
on Harpers Ferry on this particular day. 
Official Parking lots appeared full to 
capacity, so I meandered through the 

 TIM JON

Just like nothing (else) on earth: Harpers Ferry

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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Chris Bertaut moved to Purcellville in 2005 with his wife and young children because 
they loved the town’s community and small-town feel. He has been employed locally 
in the telecommunications and IT industries for the last 22 years. Bertaut was elected 
to Town Council in 2020. He has served on Purcellville’s Economic Development 
Advisory Committee, served as Vice Mayor for three years, and currently serves as 
Council Liaison to the Planning Commission. In his spare time he enjoys fixing his 
son’s cars and spending time with his family.

Blue Ridge Leader: Name three reasons 
why you want to be elected to serve the 
citizens of Purcellville.

Chris Bertaut: I want to be elected to pre-
serve the town’s character through slow 
growth, minimize the burden of rates and 
taxes on our residents, and fulfill citizen 
direction captured in the 2030 Compre-
hensive Plan. I have proudly served this 
great community for four years on Town 
Council. I am running for Mayor because 
Purcellville’s citizens deserve a Mayor 
with integrity who places their interests 
first.

Unlike my opponent, I kept my cam-
paign promises to protect the town we all 
love. As Mayor, I will continue to listen 
to citizens, who overwhelmingly want to 
preserve our small town, by implement-
ing their 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  

When I first ran for office, a top citizen 
priority was protecting our town through 
slow growth. It remains on everyone’s 
mind. Unlike my opponent, I will be the 
strong, transparent Mayor Purcellville 
needs when annexation and develop-
ment applications come before the town. 

With each developer proposal I will 
focus on the impact on our residents. As 
Purcellville’s history shows, we cannot 
grow our way out of debt. Since my oppo-
nent’s about face on the issues he ran on, 
he has emphasized double-digit water 
and sewer rate increases and massive 
development. Developers are speaking 
with Council Members privately, instead 
of presenting their ideas in a public 
forum. This is unacceptable.

My administration will focus on fis-
cal responsibility with full transparency, 
administrative integrity and open discus-
sions. My opponent’s false claim that the 
town’s debt principal would have been 
$12.6 million lower without the debt 
restructurings in 2017 and 2021, because 
the amount of principal due would not 
have been reduced through refinanc-
ing.  At the time, decisions to refinance 
were guided by Purcellville’s financial 

advisers to increase reserves and reduce 
the burden on our citizens from our 
inherited debt in 2015. 

I will work with Team Mayberry to 
reduce projected water and sewer rate 
increases immediately. We have a spend-
ing problem, not a revenue problem. I will 
streamline our government for more effi-
cient operation, and reduce debt. I voted 
against this year’s utility rate increases. 
Our town has a population of approxi-
mately 9,000 residents— yet our budget 
is $30.6 million. 

My opponent is taking the low road 
by playing on fear to sway voters to his 
agenda rather than represent their inter-
ests. He claims to favor keeping our small 
town charming and livable but supports 
unwanted annexations and inappropri-
ate density not envisioned by our citizens 
in our Comprehensive Plan. His agenda 
pushes government and infrastructure 
costs onto our residents. My opponent 
says that businesses are the economic 
engine of this town. I say we, the resi-
dents, are the economic engine, and we 
are empowered to make this small town 
better.  

BRL: Do you support the annexation of 
the Valley Commerce Center and other 
annexations?

Bertaut: I do not support the Valley Com-
merce Center (VCC) annexation, and I do 
not support other recent annexation pro-
posals. Purcellville’s citizens have spoken 
loudly on this issue. It is also clear in our 
Comprehensive Plan that most residents 
do not want annexation. 

Furthermore, the Loudoun County 
Planning Department has stated that 
Loudoun County’s General plan does 
not allow the proposed Valley Commerce 
Center for this parcel in the County. A 
proposal to grow the town’s borders and 
add 1.2 million square feet of industrial 
space is inappropriate. It doesn’t stop 
there. If my opponent succeeds with this 
annexation, we will likely be pressured to 

annex more properties in that corridor. 
This annexation would also bring 3,500 

additional weekday vehicle trips, which 
is unacceptable to both the town and our 
neighbors. With my vote I refused to pur-
sue this annexation. Unlike my opponent, 
I have also refused to meet in private with 
the developer.

Annexation fever doesn’t stop with 
this proposal. My opponent recently 
expressed disappointment that he 
couldn’t annex Valley Springs Estates 
on A Street across from Blue Ridge Mid-
dle School. Citizens rejected this annex-
ation because it would have increased 
the number of homes from 26 to 242, 
resulting in 726 new cars instead of 78. 
Also, during a review of another devel-
oper annexation proposal to build a large 
hotel, gas station/convenience store, and 
market at the corner of Rtes. 7/287, my 
opponent said the proposal is what he 
wanted to see, and asked “What’s next, 
annexation?” 

My opponent, and members of his slate 
say, ‘If we annex it, we can control it.’ 
Land outside the town’s borders is con-
trolled by County zoning at far less den-
sity than in-town zoning. Regarding the 
Valley Commerce Center proposal, cit-
izens have said they prefer 39 homes in 
the County to 1.2 million square feet of 
industrial in town. 

It is unlikely that the County will allow 
this project if it remains in the County. 
The County cannot provide off-site sew-
age treatment, while on-site sewage 
treatment requires large amounts of land 
for septic and wells. This is an example of 
playing on our residents’ fears.

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the utility 
rates double digits for the foreseeable 
future?

Bertaut: Previous utility rate projections 
from the town’s utility consultant and 
a careful look at the way the rates were 
modeled reveal that the outrageous rate 
hikes foisted this year on Purcellville’s 

residents are the result of uncontrolled 
operations costs in the utilities coupled 
with a refusal by the current Council 
majority to consider savings in the gen-
eral fund. 

A portion of the existing $3 million 
in Meals Tax revenue can be applied to 
debt service for the town’s utilities by 
policy. In addition, more than $1 million 
is siphoned out of the utility funds into 
the general fund through charging for 
services rendered by general fund per-
sonnel for the utility fund. These charge-
backs need to be audited for accuracy, 
and trimmed to reflect the true value of 
services.  

Recently my opponent said the rating 
agency, Fitch, might downgrade Purcell-
ville’s AA+ rating, after Fitch changed 
their rating criteria. After reviewing the 
town’s revenue and debt profile for the 
past several years, Fitch upgraded our 
rating to AAA. Our upgrade was due to 
several factors, including lowering the 
town’s debt by $10 million during for-
mer Mayor Kwasi Fraser’s terms in office, 
keeping at least a 7.5% reserve in the 
general fund (we’ve had no less than 52% 
over the last ten years!), and by not incur-
ring new debt.

Standard and Poor’s continues to give 
Purcellville a AAA rating.

BRL: Do you support working out a deal 
with the developers of the Vineyard 
Square project on 21st Street?

Bertaut: I am 100% in favor of continu-
ing to revitalize our historic downtown 
area. The permits for the ill-conceived 
Vineyard Square, approved 14 years ago, 
expire in June 2025. The developers need 
to come to the table with a serious pro-
posal that matches the scale and scope of 
the area. A six story 40 condo building is 
inappropriate. Plus, the zoning they were 
given was and is not allowed in the His-
toric Downtown area. I do not support 
giving developers special favors.

Elections are November 5th

Chris Bertaut Stan Milan

TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE ELECTION

CANDIDATES 
FOR TOWN 
MAYOR

The Town of Purcellville election is Nov. 5 and early voting starts Sept. 20 at the Loudoun 
County Elections and Voter Registration office. The Purcellville candidates’ interviews 
are in the order in which their names appear on the ballot. There is also a special election 
for the term of two years to fill the rest of Boo Bennett’s term.

The Blue Ridge Leader provided interview ques-
tions to all candidates for the Town of Purcellville 
elections, and as of press time Stan Milan was the 
only candidate from whom the Blue Ridge Leader 
did not receive responses.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKD-8652E-A AECSPAD 22750940

Financial goals aren’t 
achieved overnight.
Whether it’s investing some extra income, 
preparing a future for your family with 
your retirement secured, or saving for a home 
or education costs, we’re here to coach you 
through it.

Let’s start building the future today. 

Joshua Wolinski
Financial Advisor
121 E Main St
Purcellville, VA 20132
540-338-2291

Caleb Stought works from 
home as a software engineer, 
and in his spare time he enjoys 
studying history and doing 
CrossFit. He previously served 
in the military for 10 years as 
a linguist, speaking Spanish, 

French, Arabic, and Persian. Stought lives in the 
Mayfair community with his wife, who grew up in 
Loudoun County, and their three daughters.

Carl B. “Ben” Nett lives in 
Locust Grove with his wife and 
two children. He is a former 
member of the Presidential 
Protective Division of the U.S. 
Secret Service and the National 
Clandestine Service of the CIA, 

with warzone assignments in Afghanistan. He spent 
more than a decade as the Director of the Military 
Commissions Privilege Team at U.S. Naval Station 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. In 2022, Nett began a 
second career with the Purcellville Police Department, 
graduating first in class from the Northern Virginia 
Criminal Justice Training Academy. Nett has earned 
the Sheriff’s Meritorious Action Award and was 
recently voted “Purcellville Police Officer of the Year” 
by his peers due to his work investigating financial 
frauds. He enjoys hiking the Appalachian Trail with 
his family, playing basketball with his son, and taking 
his daughter to gymnastics classes.

Brian Green lives in Mayfair 
with his wife and two children. 
He has been a resident of 
Purcellville for over eight years 
and has lived in Loudoun 
County for twenty-five years. 
He brings a diverse background 
to the table across several areas 
of engineering, information 

technology, project management and customer 
service—in management and supporting roles. 
Green serves on the Town of Purcellville Planning 
Commission. In his spare time Green is a handyman 
at home and one of his passions is cooking and 
making homemade pasta and ravioli, much to his 
family’s delight.

Elections are November 5th

Caleb 
Stought

Carl B.  
“Ben” Nett

Brian Green

TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE ELECTION

CANDIDATES FOR 
TOWN COUNCIL

Blue Ridge Leader: Name three reasons why 
you want to be elected to serve the citizens of 
Purcellville.

Caleb Stought: First, service to others is a big part of 
my life and my family’s life. I served as a military lin-
guist for 10 years, and my family and I enjoy serving in 
our church and our local community. My family and I 
are grateful for the community we are a part of in Pur-
cellville, and it is a privilege to give back by serving on 
town council.

Second, I’m running to preserve Purcellville’s small-
town feel. Our historic 21st Street and beautiful Main 
St are representative of small-town America. We must 
preserve our town’s character by allowing our local 

Blue Ridge Leader: Name three reasons why 
you want to be elected to serve the citizens of 
Purcellville.

Ben Nett: I have a strong aversion to dishonesty, bul-
lies, and corruption. Does that count as one reason 

Blue Ridge Leader: Name three reasons why 
you want to be elected to serve the citizens of 
Purcellville.

Brian Green: When elected, I will maintain the small-
town feel of Purcellville through appropriate and 
responsible slow growth that is guided by the 2030 
Comprehensive Plan and not influenced by the outside 
developers/interests who are present at every meeting 
pushing their agenda. They want very little rules so 
they can build what they want without citizen input.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »
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U.S. Navy
Veteran Owned

Loudoun County
Grown

 

Stress, anxiety, inflammation, joint pain
insomnia, menstrual cramps, migraines
 PTSD, various neuropathies, and more

cannabreezehemp.com

Farm Store Open Wed-Sun 11am-5pm
13554 Breezy Meadow Ln in Lovettsville

We Grow What
We Sell

Studies Have Shown 
CBD May Help or Prevent

Call 540-882-4969 
for a free consultation

Bring this ad in for 22% off your purchase

Susan Khalil was born in 
Philadelphia and grew up in 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 
She moved to Virginia in 1986 
and has been a Purcellville 
resident for nearly 25 years. 
She held a career in mortgage 
banking asset management 
and currently holds a position 

in finance for a national non-profit. Khalil has two 
adult children and notes they always look forward to 
coming home to visit and show off their hometown to 
their friends.

John-Mark Gardner and his 
wife Becky celebrate their 
20th Wedding Anniversary 
this month. They have three 
children, a high schooler at 
Loudoun Valley, a middle-
schooler at Blue Ridge, and a 

3rd grader at Emerick. He is an Army veteran and a 
Federal Civilian program analyst for the Department 
of Defense. Gardner dedicates much of his free time 
getting his children to and from lacrosse, baseball, 
soccer, and basketball events. 

Blue Ridge Leader:  Name three reasons why 
you want to be elected to serve the citizens of 
Purcellville.

John-Mark Gardner: My children, my neighbors, and 
my fellow townsfolk are my three reasons. Being 
elected to serve the citizens of Purcellville allows my 
three children and their large cadre of friends to see, 
firsthand, a community volunteer act with integrity 
and honesty in the best interest of their hometown. 
My goal as a member of Town Council will be to 
ensure they grow up in the best town in America. I 
hope to instill the love and appreciation I have for 

Brian Dean lives on Main Street 
in Purcellville with his wife and 
two elementary school-age 
children. Dean currently serves 
as a member of the Purcellville 
Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board, and his wife Tamara 
is Vice Chair of the town’s 

Economic Development Advisory Committee. He is 
a producer, writer, and media executive who leads 
creative teams.  He enjoys hiking and biking with his 
family, traveling, and cheering on his daughters at 
their sporting events in and around Purcellville.

Elections are November 5th

Susan Khalil John-Mark 
Gardner

Brian D. Dean

TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE ELECTION

CANDIDATES FOR 
TOWN COUNCIL

Blue Ridge Leader: Name three reasons why 
you want to be elected to serve the citizens of 
Purcellville.

Susan Khalil: I would like to, once and for all, get rid 
of the monetary waste that is happening within our 
local government. The current expense levels for 
our Town are out of proportion with the size of our 
Town, and my running mates and I intend to begin 
getting expenses in line on day one. I would like to 
ensure that the infrastructure of our Town is solid.  

My running mates and I intend to conduct a full 
evaluation of the existing life of all of our Town’s 

Blue Ridge Leader: Name three reasons why you 
want to be elected to serve the citizens of Purcellville.

Brian Dean: First, I’m running for town council 
because I love Purcellville. In our small town, commu-
nity still means something—living, working, and play-
ing together. Whether you’re a lifelong resident or new 
to Purcellville, I believe our future is bright because 
you have chosen to make this special place your home, 
just as my family and I have. My commitment to the 
citizens of Purcellville is to serve as an independently 
minded, hardworking, collaborative representative 
whom you can count on to lead with integrity and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
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Happy 
Labor Day!

Locally Owned 
 and Operated

Self-Service Pet Wash
5 for $30

Full-Service 
Grooming

1 Hour Curbside
Pickup

Free Delivery
(order > $35 before 1pm)

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Jonathan “Jon” Arnburg, his wife Cassandra and their 
4 children live in Locust Grove. He has over 15 years of 
experience in public safety and emergency management. 
Arnburg is currently serving as the System Senior Director 
of Public Safety and Emergency Management for Inova 
Health System, where he oversees strategic planning, policy 
development, and program implementation. Arnburg and his 

wife are active in the community and volunteer at their children’s schools, youth 
sports, and their HOA.

Kevin B. Wright is a 3rd generation resident of Loudoun 
County and called Purcellville home for over 50 years. He 
lives in the Hoopes Subdivision with his wife Trish, also a 
lifelong resident of the county, as is their son.  Wright is a 
retired Loudoun County firefighter with over 34 years of 
service.

Elections are November 5th

Jonathan “Jon” Arnburg Kevin B. Wright

TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE ELECTION

CANDIDATES FOR 
SPECIAL ELECTION

Blue Ridge Leader: Name three reasons 
why you want to be elected to serve the 
citizens of Purcellville.

Jonathan Arnburg: My top priority as 
a candidate for the town council is to 
enhance the quality of life in Purcellville, 
focusing on infrastructure development, 
responsible spending, and most impor-
tantly our citizens to ensure our Pur-
cellville thrives and remains a wonderful 
place for us to call home. I am committed 
to fiscal responsibility, aiming to manage 
the town’s resources wisely and ensure 
that taxpayer dollars are used effectively 
to support projects and services that 
benefit residents while maintaining a 

balanced budget. 
Building trust is crucial, and transpar-

ency in decision-making fosters con-
fidence between the town council and 
the community. By ensuring clear and 
honest communication, residents will be 
better informed about issues and devel-
opments, enabling them to participate 
more effectively in local governance. 
This transparency also holds council 
members accountable, maintaining a 
high standard of integrity and ensuring 
that the council remains answerable to 
the citizens it serves.

Blue Ridge Leader: Name three rea-
sons why you want to be elected to 
serve the citizens of Purcellville.

Kevin Wright: To start discussing the 
impact that the growth occurring 
throughout Western Loudoun is hav-
ing on the town. The focus of prior 
discussions has been centered around 
controlling the growth inside the 
town. The reality is growth outside of 
town has just as much impact as any 
in-town growth.    

Purcellville has always been and 
continues to be the economic hub 
for Western Loudoun.  As such, Pur-
cellville will continue to be the place 
everyone comes for their groceries, 
car repairs, dine, socialize, and where 

their doctors are located and their 
kids go to school. The population of 
Western Loudoun continues to grow, 
and Purcellville needs to develop 
plans to address the increased traf-
fic and the need for additional space 
where small businesses can open and 
provide goods and services.  

Work to have the County give 
the Town a ‘seat at the table’ when 
they are making decisions regarding 
Western Loudoun.  Many decisions 
made by the County have an impact 
on Purcellville.  Providing all the 
towns of Western Loudoun a voice in 
those discussions would provide the 
opportunity to address and minimize 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 »
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Veterans Land Rescue

Fall is an optimum opportunity to get your 
projects for land clearing completed.

Enjoy land you already own  
as beautiful new space.

Our comprehensive land grooming operation 
will transform your overrun property 

 into usable land. 

Schedule Your Fall 
Clearing Now

www.veteransllc.us
540-900-1888  |  major@veteransllc.us

before after

Forestry Mulching 
Land Clearing and Tree Services

LAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc

“After taking a look at the unit, W.T. laid out the options necessary for 
replacing it. He was patient and answered each question with genuine 

transparency. We are very thankful for his outstanding customer service.”

CALL TO
SCHEDULE A

$59
Water
Heater
Flush

& Safety
Inspection

Do you LOVE your
water heater?

*Additional charges apply for
Tankless Water Heater

W.T. Settle
Sr. Plumber

571.206.0176
appletoncampbell.com

Built on Trust Since 1976

As Autumn leaves start to fall, come 
lift your spirits with the hauntingly 
beautiful music of Bach, Corelli and 

Couperin’s concerto for 
two harpsichords.  Sign 
up for the Wheatland 

Concert Series Autumn 2024 recital and 
French wine dinner on Sept. 28.  Details 
and tickets at www.shiloh-manor.com.

No instrument better defines the 
Baroque period than the harpsichord.  
The plucked strings of the harpsichord 
have a rich and distinctive sound whose 

clarity uniquely informs the complex 
melodies characteristic of Baroque 
music. 

The Wheatland Concert Series is 
again teaming up with Professor Mark 
Janello and Professor Paula Maust, both 
of the Johns Hopkins University Pea-
body Conservatory, to present selected 
works of Johann Sebastian Bach, Fran-
cois Couperin, Arcangelo Corelli and 
Johann Ludwig Krebs composed for 
two harpsichords.   Our repertoire for 
the evening includes: (i)  Corelli’s, 

Trio Sonatas (Op 3 No. 1, 3 and 4), (ii) 
Krebs’  Concerto for Two Harpsichords 
in A Minor, (iii) Couperin’s, “The Apo-
theosis of Corelli” and (iv) Bach’s Con-
certo for Two Harpsichords in C Major.

A four-course dinner will be served 
during intermission by Chef Erik.   The 
menu consists of a chicken- mushroom 
cassoulet, served with local cheeses and 
wines with a brandied cherry pot du 
crème for dessert.  A vegetarian dinner 
option is also available.

Probably invented in Italy in about 

1400, the harpsichord  was not only a 
remarkably innovative instrument, but 
it also marked the emergence of a revo-
lutionary system of partially improvised 
accompaniment called  basso continuo.  
Basso continuo  is an Italian term that 
means “continuous bass,” referring to 
a continuous bass line with harmonies 
that came to define Baroque music.  
The rhythm section in jazz music can 
be thought of as a modern equivalent 
to  basso continuo.  Details and tickets 
at www.shiloh-manor.com.

Wheatland Concert Series at Shiloh Manor Farm Sept. 28

COMMUNITY
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Saturday, September 28th • 11:00AM - 4:00PM

LEESBURG EXECUTIVE AIRPORT • LEESBURG, VIRGINIA

Experience New Heights
FREE ADMISSION

www.LeesburgAirshow.com 

IN THE AIR
Aerial Performances 1:00PM-3:00PM

Flying Circus Skydivers • Aerobatics • Stunt Planes
Wing Walker • Radio Controlled Plane & Jet Demos                        (11:30 AM - 12:30 PM)

ON THE GROUND
11:00AM-4:00PM

Antique, Civilian, & Military Aircraft
Two Giant Inflatable Slides

Festival Foods & Beer • Exhibitors/Vendors

SATELLITE PARKING ONLY 
 FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE 

Provided from Heritage High School and Segra Field (soccer stadium)

PROHIBITED ITEMS 
Pets, Glass Bottles, Coolers, and Outside Alcohol

Aviation Adventures
Barakat Orthodontics
Christy Air 
Phil Hunter
Loudoun Credit Union

LMG Cornwall Primary & 
     Urgent Care
Patient First
Talbert & Bright
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.

• ISA Certified Arborist
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
•  Stump Grinding

530 E. G Street • Purcellville, VA 20132
arbogast6@aol.com 

540-338-5714
Cell 540-454-0514
Cell 540-454-2832

Serv ing  Count ies of  Loud oun, 
Fa uq u ier a nd  Cla rke

BY NAOMI FRASER 

Netflix’s original film Damsel 
presents a fairytale like no other. 
Released in early March, the film 
follows a young princess named 
Elodie who accepts a marriage pro-
posal from a wealthy kingdom to 
save her impoverished 
nation. Unbeknownst 
to Elodie, however, 
beneath the wealthy 
kingdom’s glistening 
facade lies a centu-
ries-old debt that Elo-
die’s new family expects 
her to pay. Now trapped 
in the cave of a blood-
thirsty dragon, Elodie 
must find a way to save 
herself and avenge the 
generations of women 
who came before. 

Though a bit skeptical coming 
into the film, I really enjoyed Dam-
sel. An exciting, suspenseful, and 
unconventional take on the fairy-
tale genre, the film pulls you in 
early and keeps you glued to your 

seat until the end. 
One area in which Damsel partic-

ularly excels is its visual storytell-
ing. As Elodie spends a significant 
amount of time trapped in a cave by 
herself, there are few opportunities 
for dialogue. Therefore, the film 

heavily relies on visuals to 
keep the story moving and 
bring the audience deeper 
into the world. For instance, 
as Elodie moves further into 
the cave, she discovers arti-
facts and scrawled messages 
from past victims that allow 
her, and us, to piece together 
the kingdom of Aurea’s 

dark history and construct an 
escape plan. Throughout the 
film, the writers continually 
find creative ways to tell a 

story without many words leading 
to a visually captivating experience 
that leaves audiences enthralled. 

In line with visual storytelling, 
Damsel’s filmmakers skillfully use 
set design to reinforce import-
ant themes within the story. The 

kingdom of Aurea’s design hints 
at the facade the royal family 
maintains. From the foreboding 
mountain range surrounding the 
majestic kingdom to the ominous 
dragon statues looming over the 
front gates of the sparkling pal-
ace, the film’s sets warn audiences 
of the horrors lurking beneath the 
surface. This effective use of set 
design allows for suspense and 
unease to arise. As Elodie gets situ-
ated in Aurea, the audience senses 
trouble on the horizon and waits 
with bated breath for something to 
finally blow.

The acting in Damsel also makes 
for a great watch. Millie Bobby 
Brown delivers a stellar perfor-
mance as Elodie. Her talent shines 
through every scene, whether act-
ing alone, alongside co-stars, or 
opposite a CGI dragon. While I 
admire many aspects of her perfor-
mance, her ability to authentically 
portray a wide range of emotions 
stands out the most. From hate to 

Breaking the Mold: Netflix’s Damsel Delivers  
an Exhilarating Spin on the Fairytale Genre 

Rating: 
5/5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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II  Children’s Fair & Petting Zoo II
Arts & Crafts II  Explore History

Market Vendors II  Local Beer & Wine
II  Live Music & Performers II  
…Many Family Fun Activities!
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54th Annual54th Annual

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

As another presidential election 
approaches, political conversations seem 
to be everywhere. These discussions can 
quickly become heated, often leading 
to frustration, misunderstandings, and, 
strained or even terminated relationships.  

But what if the way we vote is influ-
enced more by the biology of our 
brains than by our rational, conscious 
thoughts? What if our political beliefs 
are, to some extent, preordained by 
our genetics and brain structure? 

Research in neuroscience and psy-
chology suggests that this might be truer 
than we think. That whether we vote red 
or blue, our grey matter matters a lot.

We know that the human brain is an 
intricate, powerful organ that governs 
almost every aspect of our lives, from our 
daily routines to our deepest beliefs and 
convictions. It’s no surprise that the brain 
also plays a significant role in shaping 
our political beliefs and voting behaviors.  
Evidence using Functional MRI (fMRI) 
appears to support that position. 

By observing the brain’s activity with 
brain imaging technology, scientists have 
been able to identify key differences in 
how conservatives and liberals process 
political information.  

Studies using brain imaging have 
shown that conservatives tend to have 
a more active amygdala, a region of the 
brain that is heavily involved in process-
ing fear, threat detection, and emotional 
responses. 

This heightened activity might explain 
why conservative individuals are often 
more focused on security, stability, law 
and order, and tradition over rapid change. 
They might be more sensitive to perceived 
threats and therefore more inclined to 
support policies that emphasize order and 
control. For these voters, Former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s “Make a America 
Great Again” slogan may encapsulate a 
vision of the US that prioritizes traditional 

family values, a stronger or closed Mexico 
border, a more thriving economy and reli-
gious values and morals.

Liberals often show greater activity 
in the anterior cingulate cortex (ACC), a 
region associated with processing com-
plexity, uncertainty, and conflicting infor-
mation. This area of the brain is crucial for 

tasks that require cognitive flexibility and 
openness to new experiences. 

As a result, liberals might be more com-
fortable with change and more likely to 
support policies that promote social prog-
ress and innovation. They might also be 
better equipped to handle ambiguity and 
to reconcile conflicting ideas.  For lib-
eral voters, then Former President Barak 
Obama’s “Hope and Change” slogan is 
fitting.

These brain-based differences are not 
just theoretical; they manifest in how 
people respond to real-world political 
issues. For instance, when confronted 
with a topic like immigration or national 
security, conservatives might experience 
a stronger emotional reaction that leads 
them to prioritize safety and control. Lib-
erals might approach the same issue with 
a focus on empathy, inclusiveness, and 
long-term social benefits.  

On the topic of the Mexico/Us border, 
a conservative person might think, “Over 
10,000 aliens are crossing into the US 
from Mexico illegally daily. “That’s unsus-
tainable, and that will lead to increased 
crime, fewer job opportunities for taxpay-
ing US citizens and a weaker economy via 
more free government handouts.”  

A more liberally minded person might 
think, “Well where are all of those desper-
ate people who are fleeing their countries 
from persecution and violence going to 

go?” Or, “Taking them in is the right and 
the American thing to do.”  

For the former group, the focus is on 
keeping “illegal aliens” out, and for the 
latter group, it’s more about understand-
ing the problem to empathically support 
“undocumented immigrants” toward US 
citizenship.  

Recognizing these very differing neu-
rological underpinnings can help explain 
why political debates on topics like the 
border often seem so intractable and 
combative—our brains are literally wired 
to see the world differently.

While the brain’s structure and function 
play a crucial role in shaping our political 
beliefs, another factor comes into play—
genetics. It might seem strange to think 
that something as complex as voting 
behavior could be influenced by our DNA. 

One of the most compelling pieces of 
evidence comes from studies of twins, 
particularly identical twins. Identical 
twins share nearly 100% of their genetic 
material, while fraternal twins share 
about 50%, similar to any other siblings. 
By comparing the political attitudes and 
voting behaviors of these two groups, 
researchers have been able to estimate 
the extent to which genetics influence 

political beliefs.
The results of these studies are strik-

ing. Identical twins are significantly more 
likely to share similar political views com-
pared to fraternal twins, suggesting that 
genetics plays a substantial role in shap-
ing our political leanings. 

Some studies estimate that about 
40-50% of the variation in political atti-
tudes can be attributed to genetic factors. 
This doesn’t mean that there is a spe-
cific “voting gene” that determines how 
we vote. Rather that genetic predisposi-
tions can influence how we interpret and 
respond to political information.

Genes related to personality traits such 
as openness to experience, conscientious-
ness, and agreeableness have been linked 
to political orientations. Individuals who 
are genetically predisposed to be more 
open to new experiences might be more 
likely to adopt liberal viewpoints, while 
those who are naturally more consci-
entious and risk-averse might gravitate 
toward conservative ideologies. These 
genetic influences interact with environ-
mental factors, such as family upbringing, 
to shape our overall political identity.

So, what does all this brain science 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 »

How your brain is telling you to vote

Ask Dr. Mike 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.
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Monday, September 16 at The Carver Center
200 E Willie Palmer Way, Purcellville, Va 20132

6 - 9 pm

6-6:30 pm  Meet and Greet
6:30-7:30 pm  Mayoral Forum
7:30-9 pm  Town Council Forum

Open to the public
Come with your questions. All candidates invited.

TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE 
Candidate Forum

The Town of Purcellville election is November 5 
at Emerick and Mountain View Elementary

BY REED CARVER

On Aug. 13 the Loudoun County School 
Board considered school redistricting – 
redrawing the boundaries that dictate 
school attendance. Projected student 
population will go from Madison’s Trust 
Elementary, to Sycolin Creek Elementary, 
which matriculates to Brambleton Mid-
dle, and Independence High School. 

However, at least 18 students were 
already counting on attending Madison’s 
Trust this year.

“I stand here as a concerned parent,” 
said Sashi Kandru, “We were surprised to 
hear that there was a rezoning – we would 
like to ask the board to reconsider, so our 
kids can get the best education possible.”

Madison’s Trust has student reading 
and math scores in the 90’s, while Sycol-
in’s scores are in the high 70’s, according 
to US News and World Report. In general, 
it takes eight minutes or less for students 
to arrive at Madison’s; it will take an esti-
mated 25 minutes to reach Sycolin.

About 30 other parents attended the 
Public Hearing to express their shared 
opinions. 

Comments 

Tina Kapoor said she opposes the prop-
osition that her children could not attend 
Madison’s Trust. They would be commut-
ing farther to school, and it will lead to 
less sleep for them. “We bought our house 
where we bought it because we wanted 
[our children] to attend Madison’s Trust.”

Another parent said, “We came here 
because of the school … sleep is so import-
ant, kids are going to lose sleep with this 
commute. I was transferred when I was in 
school and it was one of the most disrup-
tive experiences in that time.” 

“Proximity has been big for us,” another 
continued. “Kids would have to go half an 
hour to attend the school [Sycolin].”

An online speaker addressed the Board, 
“For a decade, you knew this was coming, 
and just thought you would move our 
children to another school.” She ran out 
of time and her microphone was cut off in 
mid-sentence.

A father said, “We bought homes here 
considering the fact that we would go to 
Madison’s. We literally spent one year 
researching the ratings to be sure this 
would be good. I [also] have a strong 
security concern about my six year-old 
riding that far alone in a bus.”

“I am a mother of a kindergartner,” said 
Smitha Paramesh. “We are just four min-
utes away from the school, [Madison’s] 

and that is an important part of our life 
because my child gets motion sick, and 
we are being rezoned to go to Sycolin, 20 
minutes away.”

Shrinivas Babu Ganga said, “I saw 
Madison’s Trust as a school which is less 
than a mile from the community; it was 
a primary factor for us moving to the 
community.”

“[I want] the best for my kid,” another 
parent said. “[bus riding] takes a toll on 
my kids’ health because they get up early 
and go to bed early. We are both working 
parents and this restricts the time we can 
spend with our kids.” 

“In case of need for our students to 
walk, [to school] there is no place to walk. 
There is a 30 percent degradation of learn-
ing outcomes [associated with school 
changes],” said Saurabh Chatterjee.

“The topic of zoning is never easy,” 
said an online speaker, “but changing 
our school will increase commutes from 
below the national average, to above 
it, and this will impose stress on our 
children.” 

“Our children are within walking dis-
tance from Madison’s Trust. It is already 
a big change - a big stress added - it will 
be hard on mental health. Rezoning can 
weaken the bonds of our community, 
which has been built around Madison’s 
Trust,” said another parent.

“[I oppose] for several reasons: our 
children wake up extremely early. LCPS 
is short on bus drivers, so parents have 
to arrange rides. Parents also need to 
respond quickly, which they will not 
be able to do with this rezoning,” said a 
parent.

Rishabh Shrivastava said, “we strongly 
oppose the rezoning – this will increas-
ingly exhaust our children, especially 
when they are to be learning.”

Board members vote

Kevin Lewis, Chief Operations Officer 
for LCPS, explained, “Madison’s Trust is 
approaching overcrowding already, and it 
will be severe in the coming years. … We 
are close to the third grade being com-
pletely overrun.”

Beverly Tate, Director of Planning & 
GIS Services supported the idea of the 
rezoning, saying that Sycolin has space 
in the long term. Madison’s Trust opened 
in 2016, and it was already over capacity, 
she said. “It was overcrowded, and will 
become more so in the next few years.” 

The neighborhoods in the zones to be 

Board directs future 
students away from 
Madison’s Trust Elementary

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 »
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Purcellville Electric LLC
540-338-2424  www.PurcellvilleElectric.com
 Visit Our Website Today! 40 Years of Experience

Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects

Popular Services:  

• Lighting Installation/ Repair/ 

Replacement 

•  Circuit Breaker Panel Installation/ 

Repair/ Upgrades 

• EV Car Charger Installation

infrastructure components and 
develop a capital improvement plan 
that addresses our needs.  We will 
correct any issues that arise, and 
we will develop a preventive pro-
gram that will ensure no surprises 
occur that will cause unnecessary 
expenditures.   

We will ensure that the appropriate 
funding is identified and allocated. I 
have the opportunity of running with 
a slate of like-minded, experienced 
professionals dedicated to bringing 
all of the above to fruition. When 
elected, we will constitute a working 
majority on Town Council, and thus 
be in a position to make the neces-
sary changes for the benefit of our 
community.

BRL: Do you support the annexation 
of the Valley Commerce Center and 
other annexations? 

Khalil: I do not support the 117.07-acre 
annexation of the Valley Commerce 
Center located on Purcellville Road 
across from the Mayfair community. 
Our residents have spoken loud and 
clear for over a decade that they want 
to preserve our special town. 

Annexation is not the way to pre-
serve Purcellville’s small town charm. 
In our town’s 2030 Comprehensive 
Plan, residents in numerous outreach 
meetings and surveys spanning sev-
eral years have distinctly reiterated 
that they do not want the town’s bor-
ders expanded.

The county has already weighed in 
and said that should the town annex 
this property, we will also have to 
annex a 12.5-acre property next to 
it. Town staff added there are other 
properties along Purcellville Road 
which would want to be annexed. 
Where would it stop? 

If annexation paid for itself, Purcell-
ville and all cities around our nation 
would have extremely low taxes. I do 
not agree with the false premise that 
we have to annex this property and 
others to lower our utility bills. Not 
to mention, where would the water 
come from? 

Also, I will not play the fear game 
that if we don’t annex this property 
and others, the county will agree to 
rezone this property. The county’s 
planning department has already 
weighed in, recommending denial 
at the county level. As such, I do not 
ascribe to the philosophy of our cur-
rent mayor and his “Team Metropolis” 
running mates—and what they may 
be telling residents on the campaign 
trail—that the town should annex 
properties to “control” what goes in. 
The land is already “controlled” in the 
county at low rural density. The only 
reason to annex is to create in-town 
density, which would turn our town 
into Ashburn 2.0. 

Indeed, Team Metropolis cannot 
point to a single annexation in the 
Town’s history where it resulted in 
less dense development than when 
the land was in the County.   Annex-
ation is to increase density and with 
that comes more traffic congestion. 
It’s the Trojan Horse at the gates.

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the util-
ity rates high double digits for the 
foreseeable future?

Khalil: The double-digit utility rate 
increases planned by our Team 
Metropolis opponents will not be sus-
tainable for our residents. If our bills 
more than double within five years, as 
their modeling suggests, many of our 
single-income families and seniors 
will leave out of necessity. I feel sorry 
for the young families that move to 
Purcellville, so excited to be part of our 
Town, and then they get the surprise. It 
is imperative that the water and sewer 
situation be addressed immediately.  

My running mates and I have a plan 
to hit the ground running with imme-
diate impacts to reducing the current 
utility rates, one of which is to ded-
icate a portion of our meals tax—a 
tax that is not only paid by residents, 
but by outside visitors to Purcellville, 
to reducing the current debt. Meals 
tax revenue increases yearly, having 
risen from $1 million to over $3 mil-
lion in the last ten years. A portion 
of that could easily go towards util-
ity expenses after strategic cuts in 

operational expenses. Doing so, with 
a clearly defined policy is place, will 
not impact our credit rating.

It’s good to see that Fitch contin-
ues to recognize that we are a AAA 
town based on its new rating scale—
something that S&P had realized for 
the past 8 years with their rating of 
AAA for the Town. In other words, 
the claim by Team Metropolis that 
their recent 16% and 18% water and 
sewer rate increases resulted in the 
Fitch AAA rating is a fallacy. If there 
were truly “missed opportunities” for 
rate increases in years past and if past 
administrations had “kicked the can 
down the road,” then why did S&P 
not downgrade us from AAA in the 
past ten years? 

Team Metropolis can’t answer that 
question, because they don’t want to 
admit that our strong financial foot-
ing, to include paying off millions in 
debt under Mayor Fraser, is at odds 
with their previous phony “fiscal cliff” 
narrative. Indeed, some people will 
say absolutely anything to get elected.

BRL: Do you support working out a 
deal with the developers of the Vine-
yard Square project on 21st Street?

Khalil: Until recent renovations, the 
property in question accounted for the 
highest vacancy rate on 21st Street. 
The property owners failed to develop 
what they planned, or even a mod-
ified version of what they planned, 
while other businesses invested over 
$10 million combined on 21st Street 
in renovation and restoration. Now, 
the owners are working with our cur-
rent mayor and his Team Metropolis 
allies on a bailout under the guise of 
revitalization.   The major property 
on 21st Street that is in the need of 
revitalization is Vineyard Square and 
it should not be done at the expense 
of taxpayers.   Bia Kitchen, American 
Legion, Catoctin Creek Distillery, 
Monk’s Barbecue, Another Turn Tack, 
Nichols Hardware, Tree of Life Min-
istries, Enhanced Beauty & Wellness 
Clinic, and Southern States invested 
millions in renovation and resto-
ration on 21st  Street without bailouts 
from the Town. 

Why should the Town bail out one 
property owner who has consistently 
failed to act on his plan for the prop-
erty? Why is the Vineyard square pro-
posal on the Town’s Website and not 
the proposals of White Palace or other 
commercial properties? 

I am not in favor of working out 
backroom deals with developers. I am 
not bought by developers. Our team’s 
largest donation thus far is from a 
farmer who put his land in conserva-
tion easement and wants to preserve 
Purcellville’s small town charm.

BRL: Do you support the revised 
zoning ordinance recently passed by 
the planning commission? 

Khalil: The revised zoning ordinance 
follows the 2030 Comprehensive 
Plan, which is in accord with the 
wishes of the Town residents. These 
efforts are fully aligned with our cam-
paign slogan “Mayberry Not Metropo-
lis.” We want to maintain Purcellville 
as a small-town community, avoid 
mass urbanization, and reign in our 
rising utility costs with a renewed 
focus on fiscal discipline and common 
sense. Our Zoning Ordinance protects 
homeowners’ property rights, and 
protects our residents from develop-
ment that is out of character with our 
town. 

As such, I was stunned to see an 
op-ed written by John-Mark Gardner, 
an opposing candidate running with 
Stan Milan as part of “Team Metrop-
olis,” who basically accused me of 
being a racist. He wrote: “Mayberry 
is a fictional town set in the Jim Crow 
South, an unpleasant era for many.” 
He accuses me, and my running 
mates, of “dog-whistles seeking to 
divide our community.”

What? How does one extrapolate 
institutional racism from wanting 
to lower our water bills and avoid-
ing mass urbanization? Next, he’ll be 
attacking me for having ovaries.

John-Mark Gardner owes me, and 
my running mates, a public apology 
for his malicious personal attacks and 
whisper campaign of smears. There is 
no room for dirty politics like this in 
our small town. 

CANDIDATE: KHALIL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling  
540-287-1970any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 7/31/23

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

Exp. 9/30/24

AFFORDABLE

Expert Tree & Stump Removal
• HOA Maintenance
• Tree Planting
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Damage
• Pruning

• Trimming
• Crowning
• Bulk Mulch 

Delivery

Licensed & Insured
Member Angie’s List & BBB

Hes 
Company
LLC
703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

Bring the Kids in for a  
Back-to-School 

Burger 
PIANO LESSONS

children & adults
CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund

Purcellville, VA 

nikki@englundinsurance.com 

540-338-1130

Well, stress no more. 
I make Medicare sign-up and 
annual review EASY. And, my 
service is FREE. I guide you 
through the Medicare process: 

STRESSING ABOUT 
MEDICARE?

703-930-5705   jeff@mpgroup.org

Hospital 
Stays

Part A
Medicare 

Advantage

Part C
Doctor
Visits

Part B
RX 

Drugs

Part D

Call me. I’m here to help make 
Medicare as easy as possible.

Scott Pultz
703-727-5442

decksbyscott@gmail.com
35571 Suffolk Ln, Purcellville

SUPPORT L CAL 
BUSINESS

The 54th Annual Bluemont Fair will be held 
on Sept. 21 and 22, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. both 
days, rain or shine. An old-fashioned Country 
Fair, the Bluemont Fair features traditional 

crafts (juried), local art and 
authors, craft and farming 
demonstrations, music to 

include traditional, blues, country. There will 
be a free Children’s Fair, petting zoo, Llamas 
and Alpacas. 

A Quilt Display will be on hand as well as 
gardener’s shed, blacksmithing and stone wall 
building demonstrations.

Don’t forget the homemade food, baked 

goods, jams and jellies, and the pie-baking, 
pickle-making contest. 

There will be antiques collectables, wine 
and beer garden with gourmet treats and a 
Bluemont history slide show. 

Snickersville Academy-a restored 1825 log 
schoolhouse, beekeepers and hives, antique 
caboose, pre-Civil War Country Store, Farm-
ers Market, model trains, and lots of hands-on 
activities are part of the fair. The Plaster 
Museum of Bluemont Heritage will offer a spe-
cial exhibit on the history of Native Americans 
in the area, and be on the look-out for other 
delights. 

Fun for the whole family. The Fair is set 
throughout the historic village of Bluemont 
in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains in 
western Loudoun County, Virginia—off of Rt. 7 
or Rt. 734 Snickersville Turnpike.

No Pets, please. General admission is $10 
and aged 9 and under are free. The parking 
is free. Go to www.bluemontfair.org or call 
540.554.2367. 

54th Annual 
Bluemont Fair 
Sept 21 and 22

COMMUNITY
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“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

Executives

Hours by 
appointment  
or by chance

194 N 21st St., Purcellville
(540) 338-6338

Thoughtfully 
DesignedKitchens

From Cabinets  
& Countertops  
to Decorative 
Hardware…

LUCKETTS EXCAVATING INC

703-443-0039  |  LuckettsExcavating.com

+  Pond Installation & Repair
+  Gravel Driveways & Roads
+  Basement Excavation

+  Land Clearing & Grading
+  Equestrian Riding Arenas
+  Pad Sites & Lot Clean Up

Lucketts Excavating, Inc. repaired, revived, and 
enlarged this picturesque lake and island along with  
installation of a custom wooden pavilion and dock.

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

701 west main st. purcellville

Clothing 50% off!Clothing 50% off!
tagged items

Store Wide Mark Downs on Furniture...Home Decor
Art...Pottery...Lamps...Glassware...Baskets...Rugs & So Much More! 

Store Wide Mark Downs on Furniture...Home Decor
Art...Pottery...Lamps...Glassware...Baskets...Rugs & So Much More! 

Our 15th Year!

Our 15th Year! Open 7 Days
Open 7 Days

Friday 
10-5

 Sunday 
12-5

Saturday 
10-5

405 W. Colonial Hwy. Hamilton, VA 20158
Across from Lowry’s Crab Shack

Open Every Weekend

Fall has arrived at  
Rosemary’s Place. 

Front porch is filled with marked down items to 
make room for Fall decor. Come visit and shop 

for unique treasures and locally made gifts.

SUPPORT L CAL 
BUSINESS

Be seen in this SHOP LOCAL section. 
Email advertise@blueridgeleader.com for information.

LoudounNow

W I N N E R

LOUDOUN’S
FAVORITE

2023
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Purcellville in them. For example, a sidewalk out to 
Franklin Park is a great start to keep young families 
engaged and involved in our magnificent town. 

Secondly being elected to serve on Town Council 
allows my neighbors and friends in town to breathe a 
sigh of relief. Purcellville Town Council is much like a 
volunteer home-owners association (HOA) board but 
with more serious legal powers. Wherever you live, 
the last thing you want is a crackpot on the local board 
making life miserable for everyone, add extra legal 
powers and you get commotion and chaos instead of 
clarity and candor. My Purcellville friends and neigh-
bors have been very concerned about this town council 
election and have blessed me with tremendous support 
in trying to help elect me and other similarly thought-
ful decision-makers. 

Lastly, being elected to serve on behalf of my fellow 
townsfolk is an honor and privilege I will take with sol-
emn resolve to do no harm. We have an extraordinary 
town full of PTO members and little league coaches. 
I have spent countless hours meeting, working, and 
coaching with these amazing fellow citizens. Pur-
cellville is such a great place to live in and near, the 
surrounding county farms and woodlands are quickly 
disappearing. While we cannot go back in time, elect-
ing careful decision-makers to town council will enable 
Purcellville to work with tools available to the town to 
improve traffic issues, reduce future water prices, and 
bring the cost of living in Purcellville under control. 
A vote for me will not solve all the issues Purcellville 
faces, but I will truly and earnestly dedicate myself to 
the town’s best interests.         

BRL: Do you support the annexation of the Valley 

Commerce Center and other annexations?

Gardner: Green fields, rolling hills, and pristine wood-
lands are what everyone wants around Purcellville. 
No one in Purcellville wants to pave over paradise to 
put up a parking lot. Our current Mayor, town council 
members, and even those of us running for town coun-
cil all likely agree on that same end-state. The county, 
on the other hand, does not seem affected by commu-
nity concerns. Eastern Loudoun is crammed with data-
centers, traffic lights, and unincorporated HOAs. Not a 
soul in Purcellville wants the traffic and congestion of 
Ashburn. So how do we stop, constrain, and/or restrict 
unwanted development? I fear walking away at step 6, 
for example, in a 20-step annexation process needlessly 
speeds up unwanted development. “No” during interim 
steps in an annexation process does not mean “no” to 
the development. More likely, the first “no” vote from 
Town Council ending an annexation process means 
“over to you Loudoun County,” and I do not trust the 
Loudoun County Zoning Board to select the town dog-
catcher in good faith. If unwanted development is pro-
posed adjacent to town, using an excruciatingly long, 
drawn-out process to methodically deliberate the pos-
sibility of future annexation is the only tool the town 
possesses to restrain the money and power of develop-
ers seeking to pave over our paradise. Eastern Loudoun 
proves the county won’t save us from developers if we 
leave it up to them. 

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the utility rates high dou-
ble digits for the foreseeable future?

Gardner: My youngest will graduate in the LVHS Class 
of 2034. Double digit rate increases for that foresee-
able future are completely unsustainable for my family 
and most every citizen. No one wants to pay more for 

water. All solutions are on the table for the next Town 
Council, save for one: we cannot keep kicking this can 
down the road. Purcellville’s FY25 Proposed Budget 
includes a lot of information about utility rates going 
back decades. Utility service cost the town more than 
it was charging for many years. All that debt piled up. 
Past councils basically took out a utility debt consoli-
dation loan in 2013 and even refinanced the loan twice 
already in 2017 and 2021. We can climb our way out 
of this hole, but Town Council needs rational actors 
who make responsible decisions. Finally on the topic, 
I would like to implore voters to be wary of those run-
ning for local office shilling magical budgetary elixirs 
that claim to cure all utility ills. Twenty years of tempo-
rary tonics and monetary potions are what got us into 
this utility mess in the first place.    

BRL: Do you support working out a deal with the 
developers of the Vineyard Square project on 21st 
Street?

Gardner: Absolutely. Empty buildings and blighted lots 
cost the taxpayers money. The new 2-story building 
project on Main Street by Market Burger and Gruto’s 
looks terrific. If a similarly beautiful project of that size 
and scope is completed along 21st Street, I do not know 
a reason of public good for the town to block private 
investment like that. No one supports turning Purcell-
ville into a metropolis. The senseless metropolis threat 
seen in a few signs around town is just as imaginary as 
the fictional town of Mayberry. Bad faith politics and 
divisive sloganeering will not bring local small business 
owners into empty store fronts and voting against every 
local business proposal cost taxpayers more money in 
lost revenue from out-of-town shoppers. 
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changed are either under construction or for sale, and upon 
occupancy, 288 elementary aged students are expected to 
live there. 

“This is a tough one, Sycolin has a 7:45 a.m. start, Madi-
son’s is 8, so it is a school a distance away and with an earlier 
start time,” Lauren Shernoff (Leesburg) said. Two parents 
who stayed for the vote nodded in agreement. “There are 
many layers here, so we are bringing in those concerns. 
These are decisions that none of us enjoy making.”

The Board members tried to find alternatives, but other 
options were eventually exhausted. 

This is an issue Loudoun County has dealt with for years, 
“Neighborhoods change and there is a constant flux,” said 
Aaron Spence, LCPS superintendent. “We would not rec-
ommend modular classrooms, when there is a built school 
nearby with substantial capacity. The only other option 
would be to grandfather in those students whose parents 
moved here with the understanding that their children 
would go to that school.”

Dr. Linda Deans (Broad Run) said, “We should go with 
the recommendation,” she detailed that there was admin-
istrative hassle involved with the grandfather idea, likely 
repeated every year. “Kids are resilient; I think it would be 
better for my kids to just [do the rezone now].”

The motion to vote was passed, with Deana Griffiths 
(Ashburn) in opposition. 

April Chandler (Algonkian) said, “There has not been a 
change since 2012 [of school zoning]; families really iden-
tify with their schools, and there are strong connections. It’s 
not easy when the neighborhoods are new, and it’s really 
not easy when the neighborhoods are old.”

The vote to rezone passed unanimously.

BOARD DIRECTS FUTURE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Loudoun Economic Development has 
announced that applications are now open for the 
2024 “Take Loudoun Home for the Holidays” pro-
gram. This initiative is designed to support local 
farms and farm businesses by encouraging resi-
dents to purchase locally grown and locally made 
products during the holiday season.

“Take Loudoun Home for the Holidays” offers 
a unique opportunity for farms and farm-related 
businesses in Loudoun County to gain exposure 
and boost sales. By participating, businesses can 
showcase their products through various pro-
motional channels, including social media cam-
paigns, local events, and dedicated advertising 
efforts by Loudoun Economic Development.

Buddy Rizer, Executive Director of Loudoun 
Economic Development, highlighted the impor-
tance of the program, stating, “Supporting our 

local farms and businesses is crucial, especially 
during the holiday season. ‘Take Loudoun Home 
for the Holidays’ not only boosts our local econ-
omy but also strengthens community ties and 
promotes sustainable practices. When you buy 
local, you are directly contributing to the vital-
ity of our agricultural heritage and ensuring that 
these businesses thrive for generations to come.”

Farms and farm businesses interested in par-
ticipating should apply online at TakeLoudoun-
Home.org. Two registration forms cover farms 
who sell turkeys and/or trees for the holidays as 
well as farms or farm businesses who sell Loudoun 
Made, Loudoun Grown gifts and experiences. The 
application process is straightforward, and there 
is no cost to apply. The deadline for applications 
is Sept. 30.

Applications open for “Take Loudoun 
Home for the Holidays” Program

mean? Perhaps it means we might do well to have 
more empathy, patience, understanding and less 
judgement, for those we disagree with. 

The next time you catch yourself thinking about 
Former President Donald Trump as a being a “Dic-
tator” or Vice President Kamela Harris as being a 
“Marxist,” or the next time you find yourself in a 
heated political debate, remember:  it’s not about 

winning the argument or being right. It’s much 
more important for us all to kindly appreciate the 
complexities that contribute to our different politi-
cal opinions and what we individually believe in.  

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.“Dr. Mike” is a clinical 
psychologist in private practice. He can be reached 
at 703-723-2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline 
Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.
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common sense. I’ll utilize my experience 
managing complex problems and finding 
solutions as part of a team to improve the 
quality of life for residents. 

Second, I will represent families by 
securing our future as a town that is 
healthy and prosperous for every gener-
ation that lives here. I’ll prioritize com-
munity events and public parks, improve 
townwide pedestrian access and bike/
trail connections, and champion public/
private partnerships such as Adam’s Bike 
Park to meet the activity needs of families 
with school-age children. 

As a homeowner on Main Street, I 
experience the increasing traffic our town 
deals with every day. I’ll work to alleviate 
traffic congestion, reduce vehicle speeds 
while maintaining efficient traffic flow, 
and ensure safety for drivers and pedes-
trians within our town limits.  

Finally, my candidacy differs from 
the politically motivated campaigns of 
my opponents, which seek to intimi-
date and induce fear among voters with 
empty threats of data centers in town, 
high rise office buildings, big box stores, 
mass urbanization, increased crime, and 
a looming “metropolis.” I oppose these 
foolish notions and you have my word 
that I will protect our small town and 
work to bring us together to strengthen 
our community as your representative.  

BRL: Do you support the annexation of 
the Valley Commerce Center and other 
annexations?

Dean: I do not support the Valley Com-
merce Center annexation. I have carefully 
reviewed the publicly available informa-
tion and all public meetings related to this 
proposal. I believe we need to prioritize 
opportunities to revitalize areas within 
our town limits as opposed to this annex-
ation, which will stress our town resources 
and provide insufficient returns. As your 
town councilmember, I will dutifully con-
sider every vote I make with an indepen-
dent, well researched, and fair assessment 
of the facts before me. I understand that 
my job is to serve and represent the peo-
ple of Purcellville, not special interest 
groups, developers, or big money political 
donors. My commitment is to work for 
you, and I’ll seek your input, answer your 
questions, and listen to your concerns.  

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the utility 
rates high double digits for the foresee-
able future?

Dean: Purcellville needs leaders that are 
capable of understanding the complex-
ities of structurally balanced budgeting 
in order to get our utility fund resources 
back on track. In order to begin achieving 
this balance, utility rates were raised this 
year. As for the future, a comprehensive 
budget analysis and accounting process is 

completed before the town council votes 
on each year’s budget, when utility rates 
will be assessed again.  

What is apparent is that we are in this 
current situation due to a decade of fiscal 
mismanagement by our elected officials. 
Year after year, they refused to listen to 
utility experts and our award winning 
town staff’s recommendations to address 
the incremental rising costs of our town’s 
sewer and water bills. Instead, they arti-
ficially suppressed the utility rates, kick-
ing the can down the road while they 
directed our town staff to search for 
unreliable revenue streams under the 
guise of ‘innovative solutions.’ In addi-
tion, per town records, the town’s utility 
debt was restructured in 2013, 2017, and 
2021, which resulted in an increase to 
the debt service costs of 12.5 million over 
the life of the loans and raised the princi-
pal by 2.8 million. Now, thanks to Mayor 
Milan’s leadership and the efforts of our 
finance team, we are finally on the way to 
improving our town’s economic footing. 
In response, Purcellville’s credit rating 
was just recently upgraded to the highest 
possible level of AAA, and our town was 
removed from the “under critical observa-
tion status” by Fitch Ratings. 

BRL: Do you support working out a deal 
with the developers of the Vineyard 
Square project on 21st Street?

Dean: The property on 21st Street in our 
downtown corridor is underutilized in its 
current state. This central district in the 
heart of Purcellville represents an oppor-
tunity for an appropriate revitalization, 
matching the existing character and set-
ting of our town. In the fall of 2023, the 
owners of the property presented revised 
design options to both the town coun-
cil and the town planning commission, 
with the goal of working with the town’s 
elected officials, citizens, and business 
owners to address concerns with the orig-
inal plans for the Vineyard Square proj-
ect. They proposed modifying the design 
layout, reducing the height, and decreas-
ing the overall size and footprint of the 
project. I am in favor of continuing these 
conversations, so that the citizens of 
Purcellville can have influence over this 
important project. 

BRL: Do you support the revised zoning 
ordinance recently passed by the plan-
ning commission? 

Dean: As an owner of a historic home 
on Main Street and a strong advocate 
for Purcellville’s heritage conservation, 
I do not support the planning commis-
sion’s revised zoning ordinance because it 
unnecessarily restricts the rights of prop-
erty owners, rejects our expert planning 
staff’s recommendations, and has been 
proven to be thoroughly and justifiably 
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  Franklin Park Arts Center  
  36441 Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, Virginia  
    www.franklinparkartscenter.org   540-338-7973 

Music For Dessert Concert  Series     
 

Select Wednesdays at 7:00pm 
$15 per performance or $75 for series subscription  
 

This mid-week series features jazz, classical, Celtic, 
barbershop, Americana, and world folk fusion  
music for in-person and virtual audiences.  

The series subscription includes eight live music 
concerts that you can enjoy in-person or virtually in 
an intimate listening room setting.  

Let us sweeten your week with live music.  

Here’s the line-up: 
9/4  Alfred Yun, jazz piano 
9/11 Sonic Escape: Bach to the Classics, violin & flute  
9/18  Mendelson Play McGuinn, American popular folk 
10/2  One Street Over, Celtic & Irish tunes 
10/9  Old Dominion Chorus, barbershop 
10/23  Tutti-tones, jazz band w/ vocalist  
11/6 Melanie Bates, violin  
11/13 Project Locrea, world folk fusion, *presented with VCA Funding 
 
 

In Our Gallery:  
Beyond The Brush:  
Thurs., September 12– Sun., October 6  
 

Admission is FREE     
Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:30pm 

 

Tanglewood Marionettes: The Fairy Circus 
Wed., September 11 at 10:00am   $5  
Featuring over twenty beautifully hand-crafted marionettes,  
The Fairy Circus is a showcase for turn-of-the-century-style  
trick puppetry.  

FILM: Exhibition On Screen:  
Klimt & The Kiss 
Thurs., September 12 at 4:00pm   $8  
Connect with artists and art lovers and learn about the artist 
Gustav Klimt, a titan of the Art Nouveau movement. After the 
film enjoy refreshments and post-film discussion while you take 
in the mixed media exhibit in our gallery.  

Dementia Man, An Existential Journey 
Wed., September 25 at 1:00pm   Admission FREE 
Dementia Man, An Existential Journey is the award-winning 
autobiographical story of a man who faces his diagnosis of  
Alzheimer’s disease, by actor and playwright Samuel A. Simon.  
It is a peek into the head and heart of the struggle with a broken 
medical system and a personal and family challenge.  

or three? I was initially motivated to run 
for Town Council because of our esca-
lating utility costs, the constant bicker-
ing amongst council members, and the 
relentless push for mass urbanization 
by those proposing annexations that do 
indeed threaten our “small town charm.” 
While our opponents publicly express 
support from the council dais and during 
their political campaigns for Purcell-
ville’s small town feel, it is evident that 
they support crony capitalism by favor-
ing their relentless developer allies at 
the expense of our residents. 

To that, I will now add my commit-
ment to maintaining Purcellville as the 
“Safest Town in Virginia.” I can be more 
effective as a member of Town Council 
by leveraging my substantial manage-
ment and budget experience, managing 
growth in keeping with the vision put 
forth in our 2030 Comprehensive Plan, 
and driving efficiency in government. 

Put bluntly, the purpose of town gov-
ernment is to first and foremost protect 
the health, safety and welfare of our 
residents, pick up the trash, fix the pot-
holes, enact our zoning laws, keep the 
water running, and manage waste. When 
elected, I’ll take care of our public safety 
and public works employees, curtail 
wasteful overhead, seek solutions to our 
traffic gridlock (one needs a police car 

to make a left turn during rush hours), 
and eliminate the double-digit water 
and wastewater rate increases planned 
by our opponents, Team Metropolis, that 
will see our already extravagant water 
bills more than double within five years. 

BRL: Do you support the annexation of 
the Valley Commerce Center and other 
annexations?

Nett: No, and I’ll bet a steak dinner at 
Magnolias that no candidate for Town 
Council or Mayor will admit to support-
ing the Valley Commerce Center annex-
ation prior to Election Day, as the vast 
majority of residents openly oppose this. 

I’ll remind my fellow citizens that Stan 
Milan, head of Team Metropolis, has bro-
ken nearly every campaign promise he 
made just two years ago. What can one 
reasonably conclude from his about-face 
on every issue of substance? He cam-
paigned on a message of slow growth, 
but is now fully supported by and openly 
embraces the out-of-town developers 
intent on transforming Purcellville into 
Ashburn 2.0. He previously expressed 
enthusiasm for annexing another prop-
erty along Route 287 and Saint Francis 
Court for a proposed 130-room hotel, 
convenience store with gas station, 
restaurant, and a market facility. Note, 
also, developers’ properties (whether 
owned or occupied) play exclusive host 
to Team Metropolis political signage 

around town, to include the building 
that houses the Police Department.

If Team Metropolis truly opposed 
annexations and the mass urbanization 
that comes with it, then they would be 
embracing and supporting the Team 
Mayberry platform—not running whis-
per campaigns and ridiculing us person-
ally. If voters allow Team Metropolis to 
prevail in this election, Purcellville will 
be “Loudoun’s Rural Destination” no 
more.  

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the utility 
rates double digits for the foreseeable 
future?

Nett: Do you want to pay lower water bills 
or do you want to pay more than double 
your current water bills? That’s the deci-
sion you have to make in this election. 
It sounds like an IQ test, doesn’t it? Our 
opponents, Team Metropolis, plan dou-
ble-digit water and sewer rate increases 
every year for the next several years, 
resulting in a 102% increase in our cur-
rent utility bills. 

Our plan eliminates the proposed rate 
increases for residents. We do this by 
creating a policy to dedicate a portion of 
the existing meals tax revenue (no new 
taxes) as a set-aside for debt reduction 
on our wastewater facility and, with that, 
reductions in general fund expenditures. 
Our local government, which serves 
a population of 9,000 residents, has a 

spending problem rather than a revenue 
problem. 

Here are some examples: 1) Nearly 
half a million dollars in combined yearly 
compensation for a Town Manager and 
an Assistant Town Manager along with 
a current announcement for a nearly 
$200,000 “Director of Administration.” 
2) A top-heavy police department with 
four six-figure-salary administrators 
overseeing an underpaid and under-
staffed Officer corps that has not been 
able to  provide 24/7 coverage to the 
town for nearly  a year. 3) A finance 
department that retains original staffing 
levels long after the county assumed the 
accounting burden for the collection of 
town property taxes. 

A leading economist said that govern-
ment spending is the true tax rate. The 
citizens of Purcellville are way overtaxed. 
Yet, Team Metropolis is justifying raising 
the utility rates by criticizing previous 
councils—including, by the way, votes by 
Stan Milan, the head of Team Metropo-
lis, in support of the town’s refinanc-
ing as recommended by our financial 
advisors. Team Metropolis is preparing 
for annexations, higher taxes, and the 
assumption of even greater debt due to 
our AAA rating, which is the product 
of years of steady financial stewardship 
under former Mayor Fraser. 
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BRL: Do you support the annexation of 
the Valley Commerce Center and other 
annexations?

Arnburg: No, I do not support the Valley 
Commerce Center Annexation, and here 
are some reasons why I do not believe it 
is beneficial for our town. An annexation 
of this magnitude is out of character with 
our 2030 Comprehensive Plan. Residents 
might find their preferences and needs 
less prioritized under the broader jurisdic-
tion of a larger town or city. Additionally, 
annexation can strain the town’s budget 
by requiring the extension of services like 
water, sewer, and emergency services to 
the new area, which can be costly. 

If the new property does not generate 
sufficient additional revenue through 
taxes to offset these expenses, it could 
result in budget shortfalls. Expanding Pur-
cellville’s boundaries also demands signif-
icant upgrades or expansions to existing 
infrastructure, including roads, public 
transportation, and utilities, which can be 
both complex and expensive—potentially 
diverting resources from maintaining cur-
rent infrastructure. 

Furthermore, annexation can provoke 
community and political conflict, causing 
resistance from both current and new resi-
dents and creating tensions over how new 
areas are integrated into existing plans 
as we have already seen with the Valley 

Commerce Center proposal. According to 
Purcellville’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan, 
there is a clear desire to avoid extending 
our borders, and a potential annexation 
of the Valley Commerce Center could 
lead to further annexations of additional 
properties, raising concerns about where 
it might end.

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the utility 
rates high double digits for the foresee-
able future?

Arnburg: The short answer is no. There 
are often opportunities to manage costs 
and improve efficiency within utility 
operations. By implementing cost-sav-
ing measures, optimizing resource use, 
and investing in technology, a town can 
potentially avoid drastic rate hikes while 
maintaining service quality. 

We should thoroughly examine the over 
$1 million that employees under our Gen-
eral Fund are charging for work related to 
our Utility Fund staff. Additionally, we can 
consider applying a percentage of our $3 
million meals tax to the water and sewer 
fund. This approach, once Town Council 
sets a policy, will eliminate the need for 
the double-digit rate increases proposed 
by our “Team Metropolis” opponents.

BRL: Do you support working out a deal 
with the developers of the Vineyard 
Square project on 21st Street?

Arnburg: It is important to work with the 

developers of the Vineyard Square devel-
opment on 21st Street to ensure their 
projects align with the town’s character 
and the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. The 
Vineyard Square developers, who have 
held active permits for over a decade, 
have proposed a plan that conflicts with 
both our Comprehensive Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance. 

Their revised proposal, which still 
includes 36 condos despite a reduction 
from 40, remains too dense for the His-
toric Downtown area. I support allowing 
their permits to expire next year and hav-
ing them resubmit a project that better 
fits in Purcellville. 

This approach aligns with our goal of 
preserving community identity by ensur-
ing new developments enhance rather 
than detract from the town’s established 
aesthetic and social values. Strategic 
growth and planning are also vital, as 
they ensure that development supports 
long-term goals, including infrastructure, 
public services, and environmental sus-
tainability. Engaging developers in trans-
parent collaboration with town officials 
and residents fosters community support, 
reducing potential conflicts and resis-
tance. Additionally, well-aligned devel-
opments can yield positive economic and 
social benefits, such as increased prop-
erty values and improved local amenities, 
while also ensuring the efficient use of 
resources and infrastructure.

BRL: Do you support the revised zoning 
ordinance recently passed by the plan-
ning commission? 

Arnburg: I will support only those revised 
zoning ordinances passed by the planning 
commission that align with and protect 
the property rights of our residents, as 
these rights are fundamental to ensuring 
that individuals and families can enjoy 
and utilize their property as they see fit. 

Properly crafted zoning laws should 
enhance the quality of life for all residents 
by promoting orderly development, pre-
serving community character, and pre-
venting conflicts between different land 
uses. When zoning ordinances respect 
and uphold property rights, they contrib-
ute to a more balanced and harmonious 
community, where property owners feel 
secure in their investments and confident 
that their rights are protected against 
arbitrary or unfair regulations. Ensur-
ing that zoning laws align with property 
rights fosters trust between the commu-
nity and the planning commission, sup-
ports long-term stability and growth, and 
maintains the integrity and vitality of our 
neighborhoods. The current zoning ordi-
nance successfully achieves these goals 
and safeguards our town from develop-
ment that is inconsistent with its char-
acter. I ask for your vote, and I encourage 
you to vote for my running mates—Chris 
Bertaut for Mayor, and Ben Nett, Brian 
Green, and Susan Khalil for Town Council.
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businesses to thrive and provide eco-
nomic opportunity, and supporting local 
events and festivals that contribute to our 
sense of community.

Third, I want our town to practice fis-
cal responsibility. For years our town has 
suffered from mismanagement that cost 
us millions in lawsuits and put us on the 
verge of depleting our cash reserves. This 
year your town council enacted the best 
budget the town has had in years, result-
ing in an upgrade of the town’s credit 
rating to the highest possible rating of 
AAA. This is the financial management 
residents of our town deserve from their 
elected leaders.

BRL: Do you support the annexation of 
the Valley Commerce Center and other 
annexations?

Stought: I oppose the annexation of the 
Valley Commerce Center project. The 
project would add 3500 trips per day 
to Hirst Rd, which is already prone to 
congestion and gridlock. The town can-
not supply the water this project would 
require, and I don’t believe it would be 
right to place more demands on our water 
infrastructure at this time. Lastly, the 
project would likely cost the town more 
than the revenue it would bring in.

I support our local business commu-
nity and actively look for opportunities 
for beneficial development within our 
town, as I believe this is healthy and nec-
essary for the town to thrive. I believe 
that we should primarily focus on these 
opportunities for infill development and 
redevelopment, and prioritize them over 
annexations.

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the utility 
rates high double digits for the foresee-
able future?

Stought: For years, the town has kicked 
the can down the road on water rates. 
Our elected officials have consistently 
ignored the recommendations of our 
expert, award-winning staff. For years we 
have known that our debt service would 
increase significantly in 2025, and yet we 
have done little or nothing to prepare for 
it. Some have even claimed that “innova-
tive solutions” and “alternative revenue 
sources” make rate hikes unnecessary.

I am certainly 100% in favor of the town 
pursuing opportunities for alternative 
revenue sources. Grants, partnerships, 
and similar efforts are a good opportunity 
to bring infusions of cash to the town and 
take some of the burden off those who 
pay the town’s utility fees. As recently as 
this year the town was awarded $226k to 
study PFAS (forever chemicals) in town 
water. This is a good thing.

That being said, we must ensure that we 
have this money in hand before factoring 
it into utility rates. To use the old adage, 
we should not count our chickens before 

they hatch. Unfortunately, this is exactly 
what previous town elected officials did.

The actions of previous town councils 
have placed the town in the unfortunate 
position of having to play catch-up with 
water rates. Because our staff’s recom-
mendations were ignored, we are behind 
the curve and facing a debt service pay-
ment increase next year. In the short 
term, higher than average rate increases 
will be required to make up for past mis-
takes. Once the town is back on solid 
financial footing, these hikes will no lon-
ger be required.

BRL: Do you support working out a deal 
with the developers of the Vineyard 
Square project on 21st Street?

Stought: Our historic downtown is the 
heart of Purcellville. It is the place we 
take our families to eat and shop, and is 
a critical part of what gives Purcellville 
its unique historic character. Sadly, it has 
been left to stagnate for far too long. Sev-
eral acres of land in the heart of our town 
are going unused when it could benefit 
town residents in many ways.

I support the revitalization of down-
town. Recent renovations to the old Blue 
Ridge Hospice building have provided 
it with a beautiful new brick facade and 
made the building usable for new busi-
nesses. This type of infill development / 
redevelopment is highly appropriate for 
our historic downtown district.

Many years ago, a six-story building 
project was approved for construction 
along 21st Street. A six-story building 
would overwhelm 21st street and perma-
nently alter Purcellville’s skyline. I do not 
want to see that project move forward. 
Therefore, if the property owners are will-
ing to work with the town to reduce that 
project’s scope to a much more appropri-
ate three-story building, I think the town 
should pursue that opportunity. The 
alternative is to let the currently approved 
project be built, and I don’t want to see 
that happen.

BRL: Do you support the revised zoning 
ordinance recently passed by the Plan-
ning Commission?

Stought: The recent zoning ordinance 
effort by the Planning Commission was 
a rushed, politically motivated attempt 
at government overreach and taking cit-
izens property rights. It is championed 
and supported by Chris Bertaut, who is 
currently the council liaison to the Plan-
ning Commission and is running for 
Mayor, and Commissioner Brian Green, 
who is running for town council. During 
this process, the Planning Commission 
consistently ignored the recommenda-
tions of our planning staff.

The new zoning ordinance includes a 
new overlay district that imposes restric-
tions on what property owners can do 
with their homes. A similar proposal was 
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unpopular with Purcellville residents. 
Sadly, the majority of the appointed 
members of the planning commission 
operate under a strict, close-minded 
ideology and their leadership refuses 
to collaborate or cooperate with any-
one they believe might question their 
positions. In fact, one of these planning 
commissioners resigned earlier this year 

after shouting expletives disparaging 
our town during a public meeting. This 
is an example of why this election is so 
important. We need councilmembers 
who are committed to fact-based deci-
sion making and who will respect each 
other despite differing opinions, in order 
to rebuild trust with the citizens of Pur-
cellville and to effectively address the 
needs of our community. 
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public court. He and his colleagues, “Team 
Metropolis,” can continue to attack my 
running mates and I until they’re blue in 
the face, but it should never distract from 
the local issues that “Team Mayberry” will 
continue to address.

Incidentally, I grew up in a staunch, but 
tolerant, Democrat household. My dad 
served in the legislature for over twenty 
years as a Democrat State Representative. 
I love my dad; and my circle of friends is 
as diverse as our nation itself.

There is a great temptation in today’s 
social media age to try and put people in 
a box and quickly label them as friend or 
enemy, but the truth is people are com-
plex creatures. We all have insecurities, 
fears, hopes, dreams, aspirations, and 
some level of anxiety about what is to 
come. We’re all products of our heritage 
and environment and, if we’re honest 
with ourselves, we’re all a mix of conser-
vative and liberal values—with varying 
shades of each. 

The slate of candidates I am running 
with, and those who back us, are a mix 
of both parties—as it should be at a town 
election level. We are united in our com-
mitment to address the issues affecting 
the Town of Purcellville.

It’s sad that “Team Metropolis” wants to 
turn this race into a partisan battleground 
and pointless skirmish of back and forth 

personal attacks, rather than focusing on 
the issues affecting our residents. I will 
never reduce myself to the mud-slinging 
game, since one of my stated goals is to 
return a sense of decency and decorum to 
Town Hall.

The platform of “Mayberry not Metrop-
olis” is what we are fighting for in this 
election on November 5. We are fighting 
to preserve the town we all love. I men-
tioned The Andy Griffith Show, which 
many of you probably don’t remember 
or never had the opportunity to experi-
ence. I fear my developer-backed oppo-
nents want to similarly wipe the memory 
of Purcellville from the minds of so many 
who have known and loved our town and 
of those young enough to be caught in the 
landslide of its erasure.

“Team Metropolis” represents high 
taxes, annexations, lack of transparency, 
and the loss of our small town feel by 
turning Purcellville into Ashburn. Res-
idents voiced their feelings and desires 
clearly at a recent town council meeting 
on an annexation proposal: they moved 
here for the real Purcellville.

My campaign for Town Council con-
tinues, full steam ahead, focusing on the 
issues affecting our town and looking for 
ways to improve our overall quality of life. 
I ask for your vote, your support, and your 
friendship.

Update: This article has been updated to 
reflect a change that a complaint was filed.

OPINION: MAYBERRY VS. METROPOLIS,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

brought three years ago and defeated by 
town council vote after dozens of res-
idents spoke out against it. The new 
zoning ordinance moves common sense 
zoning uses such as PDH (used by Mayfair, 
Village Case, and Courts of St Francis), to 
legacy. Lastly, the new zoning ordinance 
removes clustering, which is currently 
used by Old Dominion Valley and Villages 
of Purcellville.

Not only do these decisions fly in the 

face of common-sense decision making, 
they were rushed through by the Planning 
Commission in less than a month. This 
process led to many homeowners receiv-
ing public hearing notices in the mail just 
a few days in advance. Many were unclear 
what changes were impacting them and 
many also missed the public hearing due 
to the short notice. This rushed process 
lacked transparency and was completely 
unfair to our residents. 

CANDIDATE: STOUGHT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

about “control;” it’s a Trojan Horse, a 
clever trick to sneak high-density devel-
opment through our gates under the 
pretense of better management, then 
waving the wand of rezoning. It’s not 
surprising that the folks who do not 
support the 2030 Town of Purcellville 

Comprehensive Plan are advocating for 
this kind of “spin.”

Let’s stay wise to their game and pro-
tect our community from being overrun 
by developments that don’t serve our 
best interests.

Uta Brown
Purcellville

LETTER: THE TROJAN HORSE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CANDIDATE: DEAN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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Planning Commissioner Nedim Ogle-
man said, “I think the jury should be out 
on what happens with residential or not 
in downtown. It’s up to the voters and 
citizens of this town.” 

The Historic Downtown area does not 
allow multi-family housing, nor does 
it allow more than two and a half story 
buildings—with the half story being an 
attic area. Two apartments per building 
are allowed in the district. 

Buergler said, “The community has 
the power, Virginia Main Street is heav-
ily reliant on the community members 
taking ownership of the work. We don’t 
want to tell you who to be.” Buergler 
asked the attendees what they loved 
about Purcellville.

The group cited walkability, the bike 
trail, safety, a good place to raise a fam-
ily, water resources, and Dillon’s Woods.  

“Parks, that are well-maintained …” 
one speaker said. “And threatened,” 
another inserted. “It’s a non-cookie cut-
ter kind of community …” another said. 

Fraser added, “It’s the balance of old 
and new.” He cited the town’s mission 
statement, “Purcellville, your small 
town where progress intersects and 
people prosper. It’s not anywhere, USA.

“It’s a good place to learn, and we 
have great schools,” added Planning 
Commissioner Ron Rise Sr. “We have 
the cleanest water in the state.”

Nelis said, “Too much traffic means 
people want to be here,” and that is 
what businesses want to see.

Buergler continued to say that the 
approach of the Virginia Main Street 
should enhance sustainability by using 
historic assets already present, and she 
wants whatever work they do together 
to build community pride. 

For VMS to be successful, the con-
sultation of stakeholder groups would 
be necessary, said Buergler. The group 
listed property owners, residents, and 
business owners as stakeholders.

“It’s all about, how do we find that 
balance,” Fraser said. He explained that 
the town could take an action, with the 
good intention of benefiting a busi-
ness, but it could in turn have negative 
impacts on other businesses. 

Developer Casey Chapman said, “I 
don’t see how we can continue to base 

these decisions on fear of what could 
happen, instead of taking action on 
things that need to happen, and that’s 
where we’ve been living in this town for 
the last 20 years.” Chapman said, “If we 
did this it might cause this, but we never 
know, because nothing ever happened. 
What we haven’t seen is the magnitude 
of investment that this town deserves, 
and is willing to come.”

Fraser pointed out that there’s always 
two sides to a story. “It’s unfair to say 
that nothing has been done in down-
town Purcellville.” He said Catoctin 
Creek Distillery invested millions into 
“revamping their business.” He said Bia 
Kitchen also invested millions “into 
upgrading an old building.” The White 
Palace will be renovated; so, there’s 
a balance, said Fraser. The Town has 
invested millions into the streetscape 
on Main Street, he said.

Both Nelis and Chapman expressed 
frustration at the slow pace of infra-
structure improvements in downtown. 
Ogelman questioned the long-term 
impact of these changes, and advocated 
for a slower approach. “When I see what 
happens in our town, usually people 
seem to be thinking about the short 
term more than the long term. Some-
thing can have good short-term impacts 
and poor long-term impacts.”

Fraser said he thought there was a risk 
of doing projects in a vacuum. If they 
build a development on the outskirts 
of Purcellville, it will have impacts on 
the downtown, he said. People might do 
all their business on the outskirts, and 
never come downtown.

Buergler said as a town goes through 
the levels of Main Street, they must 
define the downtown district, so desti-
nations outside downtown need to be 
kept in communication with things that 
are happening downtown. 

“I have a different perspective than 
Mr. Chapman. I see some of these busi-
ness interests, as just looking at this 
place … as something to exploit,” Ogel-
man said. “So in the context of failure 
I see two ways that failure can happen: 
there’s a safe failure, as in fail and fail 
quick, and then there’s a too big to fail. 
What works in communities are small 
organic-kind of failures. And big mas-
sive projects, when they fail, they fail 
very badly.”

“WE HAVE THE DNA”, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SUMMER SPECIAL

BRL: Do you support the revised zon-
ing ordinance recently passed by the 
planning commission? 

Gardner: No. Homeowners’ rights are 
taken away. Article 4, section 3, page 
87 clearly authorizes the Board of 
Architectural Review to limit, restrict, 
and control homeowners’ rights. I can-
not support unnecessary government 

actions in search of a problem. Gov-
ernment overreach always ends badly 
for citizens. A nearly identical copy-
and-paste version of the onerous His-
toric Overlay controls over private 
property was dismissed by previous 
Town Council due to the large num-
ber of citizens speaking out about the 
negative effects of these same bur-
densome regulations. 

CANDIDATE: GARDNER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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love and despair to hope, Brown mas-
terfully captures Elodie’s fluctuating 
and complex emotions, inviting the 
audience to experience them beside 
her. Despite the film’s fantasy backdrop, 
Brown ensures that Elodie feels real.

The chemistry between Elodie 
and Prince Henry (Nick Robinson) is 
another standout element from the 
film. As the couple bond over shared 
dreams and deepen their understand-
ing of each other, we momentarily 
forget the warning that starts the film: 
“This is not a fairytale.” Though we 
know Prince Henry is too good to be 
true, the palpable chemistry between 
him and Elodie keeps us rooting for 
the pair regardless. This deceptive 
connection the actors and writers cre-
ate intensifies the impact of Henry’s 
betrayal and solidifies the audience’s 
support of Elodie’s quest for revenge.

Damsel also excels in its clever sub-
version of classic fairy tale tropes. 
While some subversions, such as a 

princess saving herself, feel slightly 
overdone, others exhibit originality. 
A prime example is Damsel’s char-
acterization of Elodie’s stepmother, 
Lady Bayford (Angela Bassett). When 
we first meet Lady Bayford, she fits 
the stereotypical role of the overbear-
ing, vain, and money-obsessed step-
mother. As the story unfolds, however, 
we discover a deeper, more nuanced 
character who genuinely cares for 
her stepchildren and is willing to pro-
tect them at any cost. In a genre that 
often pits older and younger women 
against one another, it was refreshing 
to see Elodie and Lady Bayford’s rela-
tionship develop beyond a trope and 
flourish into a loving dynamic. 

I highly recommend Damsel to any 
fantasy fan looking for something 
new. The film captivates from start 
to finish with its stunning visuals, 
stellar cast, and refreshing takes on 
tired tropes. If you are in the mood for 
damsels and dragons galore, hop over 
to Netflix and give Damsel a watch. 

The developers have shown before 
Council, after a private meeting with my 
opponent, a scaled down version, which 
would reduce the condo part of their plan 
by 4 condos, and spread those condos 
among several 4 story condo buildings 
behind 21st Street. 

I am not in favor of working out this 
kind of “deal.” Rather the owners should 
come before Council and with public 
input work on a new plan that contributes 
to our Historic Downtown area. 

Currently two and a half story build-
ings with two apartments are allowed 
in this district. My opponent along with 
others running with him are in the pro-
cess of changing the make-up of the slow 
growth Planning Commission. They will 
then most likely change the Zoning Ordi-
nance the commission just recommended 
for passage to the Town Council. Then 
they can amend the zoning to allow taller 
buildings, and hotels and multi-family in 
this area. 

I do not support turning the 21st Street 
corridor into San Diego’s Gaslamp Dis-
trict—which was the focus of my oppo-
nent’s State of the Town address this 
spring. Revitalization of our downtown 
corridor is a must, but not at the expense 
of Purcellville’s small-town character and 
charm.

BRL: Do you support the revised zoning 
ordinance recently passed by the plan-
ning commission?

Bertaut: I fully support the revised zon-
ing ordinance. The Planning Commission 
worked successfully for several years, 
with the full support of my opponent, 
until he flipped. 

To push his agenda, my opponent and 
others running with him have said that 
the town needs a new Comprehensive 
Plan—even though the plan is a ten-year 
plan. It’s only been four years!

We have realigned our zoning with the 
desires of our residents expressed in the 
10-year Comprehensive Plan. Our citizens 
wanted to “protect and sustain” our town. 

The revised Zoning Ordinance 
addresses multiple concerns voiced by 
residents to retain their current rights, 
while adding additional protection 
against unreviewed requests to demolish 
historic structures—currently any person 
with a contributing historic property can 
tear it down with no notice. 

Existing buildings and uses are fully 
protected by the new Zoning Ordinance 
as conforming uses. This includes cluster 
development neighborhoods like Kings-
bridge, Villages of Purcellville, Locust 
Grove, and Hirst Farm—well as Planned 
Development Housing like Village Case, 
and Mayfair. Existing duplexes are also 
protected, and duplex by-right uses 
throughout the R-2 and R-3 districts are 
no longer allowed. 

The developers are not happy with the 
revised Zoning Ordinance because they 
want fewer restrictions on what they can 
do throughout our town.

CANDIDATE: BERTAUT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

BREAKING THE MOLD, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

to “his” signs. What are Purcellville res-
idents supposed to think? Additionally, 
will there be repercussions if someone 
changes their mind, or changes their 

views on which candidates to support.   
 Nobody’s vote in this town should be 

for sale. 
Carol Luke
Purcellville

LETTER: VOTES IN THIS TOWN, CON’T. FROM PAGE 6

SEPTEMBER 2024 	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 29



roads which are in line with the rural 
character of our town. And no, the 
developer can not achieve the den-
sity he wants if the project were to be 
approved in the county. The county 
planning department has already 
weighed in with a strong voice of not 
recommending approval.

I do support the property being built 
at its by right use of 39 homes. This is 
in keeping with what the citizens in 

the vicinity and the town have asked 
for. 

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the utility 
rates high double digits for the fore-
seeable future?

Green: I do not support raising our 
water and sewer rates by high double 
digits. We must get control of spend-
ing and the high cost that the general 
fund employees charge to our utility 

fund of over $1 million. Current strat-
egies, such as dedicating a percentage 
of the meals tax towards the water/
sewer debt and operational efficien-
cies are a must. Our financial advisor 
has already weighed in to say we can 
dedicate a percentage of our meals tax 
to our utility fund as long as we have a 
policy in place. 

As Council Member, I will ensure 

I will ensure the Town’s services—water/sewer, 
public safety, and roads—are best in class, respon-
sive to the demands of the citizens, and managed 
efficiently without exorbitant costs.

I will promote Town government transparency 
through clear and timely communication to cit-
izens, share the Town’s priorities, make sure the 
permitting process is streamlined, and maintain 
an open door for citizen feedback. As a Council 
Member, I will act on behalf of the citizens for their 
health and well-being to ensure prosperity for all. 

BRL: Do you support the annexation of the Valley 
Commerce Center and other annexations?

Green: I do not support annexations at this time. 
The Town services (clean water in particular) are 
already strained. Expanding the borders of the 
Town will put a heavy burden on the citizens of Pur-
cellville, who have made it clear they do not want 
annexations. They want to preserve Purcellville’s 
small town character. This cannot be preserved by 
growing our borders and becoming like Ashburn. 

There would be no benefit to our residents if 
we approved an additional 1.2 million square feet 
of industrial. It will create unbearable traffic—an 
additional 3,500 car trips to a residential area on 

school on a public school dime …What do 
we want?” she asked. “Collective bargain-
ing!” answered the group. “When do we 
want it? Now!” they answered. 

The crowd representing LEA chanted 
as they walked to the boardroom. Thirty 
four were signed up to speak.

Public Speakers

The first speaker said that higher wages 
can help retain teachers. “The high turn-
over rates are incredibly destructive to 
the students’ learning and to the school 
system.” 

“I encourage you to adopt the Col-
lective Bargaining system. I am a first 
grade teacher at Rolling Ridge Elemen-
tary School. [We want] the promise that 
they [the Board] will sit with them and 
make this the best school system for our 
students as well as teachers,” said Steve 
Greenburg.

“I teach high school math,” said Charles 
Hanson. “There is a small vocal minority, 
who manufacture outrage. Almost 90 
percent of families believe that Loudoun 
provides a strong education. Educators 
are in our buildings every day; we know 
what works. All I got in my contract was 
sign it, or leave.” He implied employees 
need more negotiating power for higher 
wages.

John Myers, of Loudoun Career Fire-
fighters Association, said, “Teachers are 
the best guides on their issues, how do we 
expect to recruit, and retain the best?”

The President of LEA, Kris Country-
man said, “There is value in Collective 
Bargaining, teacher working conditions 
are student learning conditions. We have 
heard lies … these are people who are not 

educators, and have their own agenda. It 
is time for the amendment to pass.”

“The current resolution is the result 
of years of negotiating. Collective Bar-
gaining is the best way to build trust and 
respect among stakeholders. It will not 
raise taxes, those are people who have 
not felt the benefits of CB,” said Suzanne 
Kockler.

“This is the most important decision of 
your careers … you choose to be ignorant; 
you need to take your role as a Board seri-
ously. Loudoun County will never outper-
form its educators,” another LEA member 
said. “Despite the slander, the libel, you 
stood for what is right. I implore those 
who oppose this, to stand with us,” said 
another.

Not all speakers were in favor of the 
resolution; a minority warned against it.

“I am a fourth grade teacher,” said 
Wallace Judd in contrast, “Unions are a 
thinly veiled invitation to corruption. 
Union backed members return favors 
with higher wages. Who is missing? 
Parents, and students. Who needs an 
intermediary?”

“I saw the positive and the negative 
aspects of unions,” said a resident. “I am 
opposed. I do not see where Collective 
Bargaining can enhance what our chil-
dren are learning. FDR [Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt] said collective bargaining does 
not belong in the public sector.”

Sandy Sullivan clarified that some 
union practices, like striking, were not 
permitted by law under these resolutions, 
so this should not be expected. 

Phebe Greenwood said, “I am a res-
ident, and grandparent. I support all 
teachers, but I ask you to oppose the 
CB and unionization. A layer of unions 
between me and the school board is not a 

service to me. You increased [the budget] 
by 10%. I’m sure you can give teachers 
the benefits they need.”

This resolution, “Shifts power away 
from elected officials, and to bureaucrats. 
The victims of CB are children,” said 
another speaker. 

Darrell Dawson said, “Please pass the 
resolution. No amendments. How can we 
retain educators, if we do not have the 
same offers as surrounding counties?” 

“This issue has seen many educators, 
who are qualified and experienced, leave 
their positions and their professions,” 
another member of LEA said.

Tracy Lane presented a spoken word 
poem. “We are determined to make a 
clatter … show us that our educators mat-
ter,” she said.

“I know what it’s like to be a public 
employee, I know public employees need 
a union. This is a workable resolution,” 
Patti Nelson said.

“It’s not just about fair negotiation,” 
said Susan Hammontree. “It’s about 
[bringing partnership] and giving a seat 
at the table. This will ensure educators 
have a role in shaping policies that affect 
their teaching. This is our moment to act 
for the betterment of our schools.”

More residents were skeptical of the 
proposed resolution 

One speaker said, “As a resident, it will 
have a detrimental effect; It will cost 
Loudoun residents 3 million per year. The 
County already has a support system—
why do we need more bureaucracy? Why 
would you give away your decision mak-
ing power?” 

“I oppose unionization,” said Sylvia 
Ross. “It will disenfranchise the voter, 
and unions are unaccountable. It [goes 

against] the public trust. It wrongfully 
gives executive power to non-elected 
bodies.”

One speaker against the Collective Bar-
gaining accosted the Board, saying, “You 
receive checks from union organizations 
… unions are propaganda machines … 
they stifle conversations, and create 
wasteful spending. Hands off the kids!”

The discussion on the vote

Board members Lauren Shernoff (Lees-
burg) supported by Deana Griffiths (Ash-
burn) and Kari LaBell (Catoctin) sought 
to modify the resolution to retain more 
Board control. Those efforts repeatedly 
failed.

The Board needs to retain authority 
over policy; [passing the resolution] “will 
subsequently compromise the authority 
of the board,” Shernoff said.

“The School Board [needs to have] the 
final authority on wages, if they advocate 
for wages we can’t afford.” said LaBell. 

Shernoff and LaBell said if Collective 
Bargaining is passed without amend-
ments, LEA can choose their own meet-
ing times, disrupting the school schedule.

Anne Donohue (At-Large) said, “as 
has been alluded to, this is a momen-
tous meeting; I grew up with union-
ized schools. To those opposed, it’s not 
unusual for anxiety to appear, [when a 
big change happens]. I will support this 
motion, and I’ve been consistent about 
my desire for it to pass.”

Griffiths tried to wedge in a legal argu-
ment that no School Board members with 
complex ties and conflicts of interest, 
like campaign donations, should be not 
allowed to vote—but it failed. The final 
vote passed 6 - 3, with Shernoff, Griffiths, 
and LaBell opposed. 

SCHOOL BOARD APPROVES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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profile—a process that began long before you took it 
upon yourself to raise rates. The inconvenient truth for 
your narrative is that this credit rating reflects the resil-
ience and sound fiscal management of our town over 
time, not the sudden stroke of rate hikes in your latest 
fiscal plan. During my tenure as Mayor, we managed to 
reduce the overall debt, which we inherited, by over $9 
million without resorting to massive new debt.

And what does this newfound AAA rating really sig-
nify in your hands, Mayor Milan? It’s not just a badge 
of honor; it’s a license—perhaps even an invitation—to 
plunge the town into a sea of debt under the grandiose 

banner of annexation. Will you now leverage this rating 
to go on a borrowing spree, chasing dreams of expansion 
that could stretch our town’s resources—and our taxpay-
ers’ patience—beyond the breaking point?

So while you may bask in the glow of this AAA rating, 
let’s not be blinded by its shine. The people of Purcell-
ville deserve to know what you truly intend to do with 
this newfound financial credibility. Will you continue to 
burden them with higher costs, or will you finally reveal 
the real price of your ambitions? The citizens of Purcell-
ville deserve more than a victory lap; they deserve trans-
parency and honesty about what lies ahead.

Kwasi Fraser
Purcellville

LETTER: SKYSCRAPERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
CANDIDATE: GREEN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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narrow, cobbled streets, awash with arms, legs, faces and 
cameras. I still hadn’t given up on finding a spot to leave my 
vehicle and get some shots. The geography and architecture 
are a photographer’s dream— so I headed uphill from the 
main attractions closer to water level. 

It seemed every shop-owner was running some sort of 
open house or giving away free TV’s, at least, as the numbers 
of patrons made me wonder if I’d be able to park anywhere 
within the Town borders. I kept driving, and climbing. Harp-
ers Ferry features very little level ground, once you get up and 
away from the riversides. 

After I’d been seeing yaks and sherpas for several miles—
not really, but that’s about how my imagination was running. 
I finally located a spot where I could nudge in my vehicle and 
see about getting back to my mission: John Brown’s Fort, from 
the 1859 abolitionist raid, and some of the views of Maryland 
and Virginia along the Shenandoah and Potomac. 

But first, mind you, I had to interpret the street parking sta-
tus: was it free parking, or was there some type of payment 
system? I’m still wondering, since I failed to figure out the 

‘instructions’ along the side of the road. 
Not wanting to return to my car to find it ticketed (or worse 

– towed!) I figured I’d better make tracks if I wanted to capi-
talize on this impending disaster. I decided to run all the way 
down the hill to the site of the Fort, get some iconic shots, 
then run all the way back (did I mention the hill?) to my vehi-
cle before any Rita the meter maid could do her worst. 

I remember some of the trip downhill, and I have a few 
vague images in my mind’s eye of the historic park down on 
level ground, and I’ve got some very nice (to my mind) photos 
of the important pieces of history and geography, but I truly 
recall only one or two brief moments of gasping for breath on 
the way back up to my car. 

My friends will all admit that I’m no longer 21, and I’ve 
never auditioned for the role of Tarzan on stage or screen. I 
did play the Welsh Poet, Dylan Thomas—so that should give 
you an idea of my physical attributes. 

Well, the Harpers Ferry gods were kind: no ticket, no heart 
trouble, and I think I still had some iced coffee left in my 
travel mug. See what a well-planned photo shoot can lead to? 
Who said I was scared? 

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

forward to this year’s Tag Sale, and I 
enjoy seeing all the vendors throughout 
town. I also want to sincerely thank our 
sponsors, Wildwood Landscape and Bank 
of Clarke County – two amazing pillars in 
our community. Without their generous 
sponsorship, this event would not be able 
to continue.”

“We recently received a grant from 
Loudoun County that will be used to 
help promote this successful event even 

further,” said Redd. “A lot of people look 
at the Tag Sale as a one-day event, but 
the long-term benefits to the Town of 
Purcellville are undeniable. The Tag Sale 
is an opportunity for out-of-towners to 
meet our local businesses, and they do 
return.”

Said Redd, “The reality is the Tag Sale 
is really the kick off for the fall and win-
ter shopping seasons. People are looking 
for gift ideas, seasonal clothing options, 
home décor that reflects the changing 

weather, and more.
Text Silas at 540 751-8252 with ques-

tions or email him at ShopAtNostalgia@
gmail.com. 

Redd noted, “Spaces sell out every year 
so buy them while you can.” Some ven-
dor spaces have been added and other 
locations have changed altogether so 
make sure to check out the website for 
all of the information. Spaces go on sale 
Monday, Aug. 26—sign up now. 

21ST ANNIVERSARY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

replace it with a vinyl edifice. This was 
done without any community notice 
because the Town currently has no 
demolition policy in the older parts of 
Town—that our citizens have stated 
they wish to sustain. 

Traffic congestion is another press-
ing matter. Some might question how 
zoning can mitigate this issue. To 
them, I say, adding more commercial 
zoning to our already beleaguered 
Main Street traffic circle is folly. This 
area, where one must brave life and 
limb merely to navigate in and out of 
existing commercial establishments, is 
already congested. 

The proposed zoning changes, rec-
ommended by a unanimous planning 
commission vote in July as per our 2030 
Comprehensive Plan, promise not to 
compound this congestion. Those who 
decry traffic woes in Purcellville should 
champion this cause, unless, of course, 
they cater to developers and not the 
citizens of our town. 

For example, the Planning Com-
mission’s newly recommended zoning 
ordinance protects all our neighbor-
hoods, sustaining what the citizens 
of our town want to preserve. It has 
eliminated the future allowed use of 
homes being turned into duplexes, in 
R-2 and R-3 areas, while protecting the 
13 existing ones. The planning com-
mission acted on this as well as cluster 
and PDH zoning because our citizens 
expressed a preference for maintaining 
neighborhoods as they are—and not to 
add anymore. 

Since the majority of Town Council 
voted in its July Town Council meeting 
not to extend the terms of Chair Nan 
Forbes, Vice Chair Ed Neham and Com-
missioner Nedim Ogelman, the new 
majority appointed Planning Commis-
sioner Troy Brown has unfortunately 
foreshadowed what will happen when 
three new planning commissioners will 
be appointed to the planning commis-
sion. Commissioner Brown said he will 
in the near future be making amend-
ments to undo what the citizens asked 

for in their Comprehensive Plan and 
allow for more duplexes throughout 
town, more cluster zoning, and more 
PDH developments.

Your perseverance in the face of 
bureaucratic resistance over the past 
two years is laudable. Despite man-
agement and a Town Council major-
ity’s reluctance to support your 
citizen-mandated mission, you have 
remained steadfast. From my vantage 
point, I commend you for your service 
to this great community and your fidel-
ity to Purcellville’s 2030 Comprehen-
sive Plan.

My household of five voters whole-
heartedly support your proposed 
zoning ordinance. It aligns with 
our adopted Comprehensive Plan, 
addresses traffic congestion, curbs 
overdevelopment that threatens our 
community’s character and charm, 
and safeguards our precious water 
resources. I support your approval and 
advancement of the draft zoning ordi-
nance to the Town Council. 

OPINION: A SINCERE THANK YOU, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

potential impacts prior to decisions 
being made.  

Work towards improving the image 
of the town. Over the past several 
years, several actions taken by the 
council have tarnished the image 
of the town.  This negative image is 
slowly fading, but there is still work 
to be done. 

BRL: Do you support the annexation 
of the Valley Commerce Center and 
other annexations?

Wright: As with any item or annex-
ation request that I am asked to con-
sider, I will make decisions based on 
facts, community input and what 
is in the best interest for the town 
today and in the future. 

I am waiting for additional infor-
mation on the requested annex-
ation of the Valley Commerce Center 
property.  I need to know what the 
positive and negative impacts this 
potential annexation and requested 
zoning would have on the town. Once 
I have the facts, I can then make an 
educated and informed decision.

BRL: Is it necessary to raise the util-
ity rates high double digits for the 
foreseeable future?  

Wright: The town has a substan-
tial debt we are obligated to pay off. 
Unfortunately, past decisions on 
refinancing and the funding sources 
used for payments towards that debt 
did not provide the outcome that may 
have been desired. This has left few 
if any options other than to increase 
utility rates.  

The council needs to continue 
looking for other sources of reve-
nue that could assist in paying down 
this debt. Each option needs to be 
fully evaluated to ensure it will not 
adversely impact the town’s credit 
rating or its financial well-being. 

BRL: Do you support working 
out a deal with the developers of 
the Vineyard Square project on 
21st Street?

Wright: I support the council, its 
committees and town staff working 
and communicating with all property 
owners who are looking to develop or 
revitalize their property. Communi-
cating and working together provides 
the best path towards ensuring it will 
be in the best interest of the town. 

BRL: Do you support the revised 
zoning ordinance recently passed 
by the planning commission?

Wright: There are parts of the pro-
posed zoning ordinance that I could 
“support.” However, there are sec-
tions that need more consideration, 

CANDIDATE: WRIGHT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

and their potential impacts evaluated in 
greater detail. I also need to hear from res-
idents prior to determining if the proposed 
revised zoning ordinance should or should 
not be supported in its entirety. 

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. 
Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for 
real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper 
are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file 
a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing 
impaired: 804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.
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solutions are explored, assessed and 
implemented as fast as reasonably possi-
ble to in order to reduce future increases 
for our citizens.

BRL: Do you support working out a deal 
with the developers of the Vineyard 
Square project on 21st Street?

Green: The Vineyard Square project has 
the necessary permits to begin devel-
opment, granted by a previous council. 
I believe the current approved permits 
are out of character for Purcellville. It is 
true the developer has discussed alter-
natives—meaning reducing the planned 
number of condos and splitting up the 
residential to several four-story buildings 
in the back instead of having it all in one 
building. However, these alternatives are 
still out of character with the Historic 
Downtown and its quaint character. This 

is not the San Diego Gaslamp District. 
This is Purcellville. Allowing this kind of 
density on 21st Street, which is a narrow 
one-way street, is inappropriate and will 
increase traffic in an already congested 
area. 

Our 2030 Comprehensive Plan is clear 
about what the citizens envision for this 
area—two-story buildings with commer-
cial/retail/offices and, for residential, two 
apartments per structure. This is in line 
with our small town—not multi-family 
use in this area. It is time to “cater” to 
our citizens and work with this developer 
for a realistic development that is in line 
with our small town and not San Diego’s 
Gaslamp District—which is what the cur-
rent Mayor and Vice Mayor envision.

Other businesses have done a marvel-
ous job at renovations. We have Catoctin 
Creek Distillery, Bia Kitchen, and the new 
Enhanced Beauty and Wellness Clinic. 

They knew what to do and didn’t need a 
Master Plan to do it. Again, our Compre-
hensive Plan is our Master Plan for that 
area and other areas around Town.
BRL: Do you support the revised zoning 
ordinance recently passed by the plan-
ning commission? 
Green: As a member of the Planning 
Commission, I was a direct contributor 
to the zoning rewrite and recommended 
the Zoning be passed on to Town Coun-
cil for their legislative process.  I believe 
the Planning Commission successfully 
achieved the mission statement which 
was to bring the zoning in line with the 
2030 Comprehensive Plan as well as to 
mitigate nonconforming properties. Our 
goal throughout the process was to sus-
tain and protect. We protected duplex 
and PDH developments throughout town 
and moved them to Legacy. This means 
they are protected and there can not be 

more of that kind of development around 
town, as the citizens in our 2030 Com-
prehensive Plan have clearly voiced their 
desire to sustain our small town.

Unfortunately, developers and Team 
Metropolis are not happy about it. 
They want higher story buildings and 
multi-family throughout the town. They 
want lax zoning so they can do what they 
want—regardless of what the citizens 
have said. They are already saying that 
our 2030 Comprehensive Plan is out of 
date when it isn’t due for rewrite for sev-
eral more years.

I will always put citizens first, not devel-
opers. I will fight to protect our town and 
have already done so. I am asking for your 
support for Chris Bertaut for Mayor, and 
Ben Nett, Susan Khalil, Jon Arnburg and 
me, Brian Green, in the Town elections on 
November 5. Mayberry, not Metropolis.

CANDIDATE: GREEN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

BRl: Do you support working out a deal 
with the developers of the Vineyard 
Square project on 21st Street?

Nett: The developers of Vineyard Square 
on 21st Street have had permits to build 
for 14 years and vacated their tenants 
to show they were “diligently pursuing” 
their project in order to keep their per-
mits active. After a meeting with Stan 
Milan, the head of Team Metropolis, the 
developers of Vineyard Square put ten-
ants back in for a two-year period. They 
have now come before council with a new 
proposal, which is to reduce the condo 
portion of the project from 40 condos to 
36 and break up the condos into numer-
ous four-story buildings in the back. I 
am not in favor of turning 21st Street 
into an area like San Diego’s Gaslamp 
District—complete with multi-family 

housing and a hotel. I am for letting the 
Vineyard Square permits expire in June 
2025 and meeting with the developers 
to revitalize the area with appropriate 
commercial/retail which is conducive 
to our Historic Downtown. I believe 
the Historic Downtown Corridor holds 
tremendous untapped potential and is 
prime for further economic revitaliza-
tion, such as that seen with the refacing 
and renovation of the American Legion 
and the introduction of Bia Kitchen. 

My support for downtown develop-
ment, beyond the approvals already 
granted, is contingent on such develop-
ment matching the character and aes-
thetics of the town and avoiding adverse 
impacts on our already tenuous traffic 
situation. 

 BRL: Do you support the revised zon-
ing ordinance recently passed by the 

planning commission?

Nett: My dad was a Democrat State Rep-
resentative for over two decades and 
drew the ire of his party for opposing an 
eminent domain land grab by city gov-
ernment—seizure of private property, 
in that case, for other private use. He 
was ultimately vindicated by the state 
supreme court, and he was nominated 
for the John F. Kennedy Profile in Cour-
age Award for taking on his own party 
and big business interests at the cost of 
his seat in the legislature. 

The developers spent millions going 
after him—just as the developers lust-
fully eyeing Purcellville are now coming 
after me. I support zoning ordinances 
that, first and foremost, protect and pre-
serve private property rights. The zon-
ing ordinance passed at the end of July 
by the Planning Commission aligns with 

the desires of residents as expressed in 
the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. 

I attended several Planning Commis-
sion meetings and witnessed, first-hand, 
the concerns expressed by citizens in 
attendance. Members of the Planning 
Commission listened attentively, made 
adjustments to address their concerns, 
and remained focused on aligning zon-
ing with the wishes of Purcellville’s 
residents to preserve and maintain the 
character of our small town. Legacy 
districts were created to protect exist-
ing uses such as duplexes and Planned 
Developmental Housing—and protec-
tions were put in place to sustain what 
the town currently has. As a member of 
Town Council, I will always support the 
property rights of our residents. I ask for 
your vote.

CANDIDATE: NETT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

ages 14-16.  
In 2023, Kerley was again evaluated 

during the Little League  Regional in 
Georgia.  This led to Kerley being cho-
sen as one of 13 umpires to partici-
pate in the 2024 Jr. Little League World 
Series in Taylor, Michigan.  

To better understand what an honor 
it is to be chosen to umpire World Series 
games in these leagues is to acknowl-
edge the lengthy and rigorous pro-
cess.  There are the yearly evaluations 
and ultimately according to the Little 
League website: “The Little League 
International selection committee then 
considers all nominated umpires in 
coordination with the nine U.S. Region 
offices before selecting those who most 
closely meet the selection criteria. 
Individuals who meet those qualifica-
tions are then screened annually by the 

Little League International selection 
committee and region staffs for selec-
tion to umpire in a Little League World 
Series tournament.”  Kerley was one of 
thousands who were reviewed before 
being selected.

Keeping in mind that the game is ulti-
mately about the players, Kerley recalls 
the experiences with the younger kids as 
well as the older ones. There are more 
rules and regulations as players move 
up.

At the 13–14-year-old level, play-
ers start to show their talents.  Years 
of watching the kids play hundreds of 
games as they advance and play other 
leagues as an umpire, one is bound 
to witness the extraordinary.  It was 
Kerley’s own son who pitched a what 
was recorded as a one-pitch complete 
inning; bases loaded and there was a 
triple-play with all on base being out.

Umpires will also physically 

experience the unintended path of the 
baseball.    Especially with the younger 
players, Kerley says that he was hit 
many times on the wrists and forearms 
hence the pads and his hockey-like face 
mask.  

Recently, a ball hit off the bat lodged 
itself firmly between his mask and his 
shoulder pad.    He was also hit square 
in the face and despite the protective 
mask, “I really got my bell rung,” and it 
would take Kerley a moment to get his 
bearings.

The umpire also has to be level-
headed when it comes to the behavior 
of players, coaches and  even parents 
during the game.    There is a signed 
Code of Conduct form before each sea-
son that now somewhat keeps most in 
line. 

 It is rare that a player or coach needs 
to be removed from the game.  There are 
actions that are considered an “ejectable 

offense” such as tossing/throwing the 
helmet or bat in anger. However, as in 
any sport, the positive participation is 
an experience that players carry with 
them for a lifetime. 

In terms of what makes for a good 
umpire, Kerley says, “I think it takes a 
love for the game and being out there 
for the players and not for yourself. 
Understanding the rules and the ‘gray 
areas’ that exist in baseball as in every-
thing else.”

As far as his umpire ambitions, Ker-
ley states that his goal is move up. He 
would be thrilled to umpire at the Lit-
tle League World Series in Williams-
port, Pennsylvania. “I would really love 
that,” he adds. Secondly, he would like 
to get into college baseball starting at 
Division Three and work his way up if 
he could.  Kerley says, “I’d like to keep 
going for as long as I can … just keep 
progressing.”

KERLEY MAKES THE CALLS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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I’ll explain that for those of you who have government 
jobs and those of you who are so wealthy that they can 
ignore the price of everything, even their Gulfstream 
jets. Loudoun has plenty of both types.

Here you go: When the supply of anything outstrips 
demand, prices will fall. Conversely, when demand 
exceeds supply, prices will increase. 

While Barr’s research was almost worldwide, New York 
City was his primary laboratory and the super-tall Bil-
lionaires’ Row skyscrapers were under his microscope. 

Supertall Apartment Buildings

There’s a general belief that prime US real estate 
like apartments in these thousand-foot-tall structures 
is often bought by foreigners as a safe place to hide 
money. There’s some truth to this. For example, in some 
booming areas a huge portion of expensive properties 
are bought by offshore owners. It’s impossible to know 
the source of the buyers’ funds, or even who the buyers 
actually are. The titular owners are shell companies and 
no one will ever know if the money is clean or dirty. 

Barr, though, found something interesting in Manhat-
tan’s uber-wealthy enclaves: Something like 68% of the 
apartment owners in these supertall buildings already 
lived in the city, but in less-opulent quarters.  The units 
they had vacated meant that the supply of their lesser 
apartments increases, and per the law of supply and 
demand, prices for those vacated units will fall. 

Does this mean that to provide more affordable 
housing in Loudoun County, we should encourage 
development of mega McMansions? Maybe, but while 

Manhattan is much more of a self-contained economy, 
Loudoun functions as a small part of a large metropol-
itan whole: Buyers of our new homes may well have 
come from far and wide, not just from Fairfax but from 
distant states.  Coming to a provable conclusion would 
take a host of economists, each with a supercomputer 
and plenty of time. 

Does this mean James Barr is wrong? In the apothegm 
assigned to economists, on the one hand he may be 
right, but on the other hand he may be wrong. Moral: 
Take economists’ statements with a grain of salt. (My 
collegiate minor was Economics, so I know whereof I 
speak.)

Is Barr Correct?

I don’t think so. While his logic and methodology are 
thought provoking, Loudoun is a totally different mar-
ket than Manhattan. As I see it, there is danger in some 
of his opinions.

Barr suggests an absolute free-market solution to 
housing: No zoning. Faster and easier approvals and so 
on, and thus more houses. That idea would endorse the 
kind of greed developers spew, which usually goes way 
too far. 

Look at the dreadful new subdivision on Dry Mill Road 
in Leesburg. Its developer had the audacity to name it 
“White Oak Farm,” after having bulldozed every single 
tree, every single shrub and every single blade of grass.

My Conclusions

Housing is a complicated topic. It’s especially so in 
bedroom areas that feel intense development pressure. 

As much as I endorse free-market economics, govern-
ment must impose some controls and restraints. It must 
be skeptical about its actions. 

I fear that we’ll see some poor consequences from the 
current push to use zoning bonuses to compel develop-
ers to set aside “affordable” units in their projects. We’d 
be much better served by giving grants to lower-income 
families to use as they see fit. 

One benefit from this would be to make older housing 
stock in Leesburg, Sterling, Purcellville and elsewhere 
more attractive and more valuable. This would enhance 
overall home values, while the current plan—the needy 
get new housing—puts a downward pressure on values.

Citizens are best served by elected officials who truly 
believe that the county belongs to its citizens, not devel-
opers and promoters. That’s critical for land use issues. 
Pity that doesn’t seem to be case here. I suggest they 
begin by eliminating Special Exceptions.

A Diversion for You

When you have some idle time, Google “Supertall 
Skyscrapers” and see what you think. (I favor ones which 
have sculptural merit.) One tower that you’ll see is the 
Jeddah Tower, now under construction in Saudi Arabia. 
At a height of some 3,200 feet, it will be the tallest build-
ing in the world. By far.

Charles Houston helped develop six million square feet 
of office buildings, the tallest of which was only 612 feet. 
(Only one-fifth the height of the Jedda Tower.) He lives on 
an old farm outside Paeonian Springs.

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

P R O P E R T I E S

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode

Phone: 571-242-0232
lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

Lovestoryhomes.com

OPINION: SKYSCRAPERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Old School Gardening
WEEDING. MULCHING. TRIMMING.

Loudoun County Gardners
Text 540-454-6403

SEPTEMBER 2024 	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 33



SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

540-338-9118
www.abernethyspencer.com
info@abernethyspencer.com

Specializing in Native and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly

Loudoun County’s 
Oldest Greenhouse

18035 Maple Ave./Lincoln Rd., 
Purcellville, VA 20132

Plants, Tree & Shrubs

Pottery, Gloves,  
Tools & Statuary

Flowering Pots & Gifts

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

 

 

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Proud SPONSOR 
Buchanan Hall 

Farmers Market STAGE!

“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding. 
This guy is a hard worker and does it 
right the first time.”  Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing, 
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush 

Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

(703) 727-9826Licensed & Insured

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance
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ForFor  Purcellville
T  O  W  N    C  O  U  N  C  I  LM  A  Y  O  R

Ben Nett Brian Green Susan Khalil Jon Arnburg
Chris 
Bertaut

Citizens First   •   Slow Growth   •   Fiscal Responsibility   •   Transparency

Vote November 5th ~ Town of Purcellville Election

Water Bill 
Increase History:
2014-2015: -3% Sewer, -3% Water 
(Decreased against management 
and consultant Advice - Mayor 
Lazaro & his Council’s last Budget)

2015-2016:  5% Sewer, 0% Water  
Mayor Fraser’s First Budget

2016-2017:  5% Sewer, 3% Water
2017-2018:  0% Sewer, 0% Water  
Fraser’s council decreased water 
& sewer fund payments to general 
fund (chargebacks)

2018-2019: 2% Sewer, 2% Water
2019-2020: 3% Sewer, 3% Water
2020-2021: 0% Sewer, 0% Water  
COVID-19 Year

2021-2022: 5% Sewer, 3% Water
2022-2023: 7.5% Sewer, 5% Water 
Adopted Budget note on page 15 
clearly said this was consistent 
with what our consultants 
recommended.

2024-2025: 18% Sewer, 16% Water
Adopted by Milan, Rayner, 
Stought, Wright &  Williams.

Paid for and Authorized by Christopher Bertaut for Mayor and Authorized by 
Carl B. “Ben” Nett, Brian Green, Susan Khalil, and Jonathan “Jon” Arnburg for Town Council

        Yes, your water bill is too high!
       Yes, you can do something 
      about it!
             Rather than tackle the town’s spending 
       problem, the current council majority recently 
      voted to raise our water and sewer rates by 16%
     and 18% respectively. 
          Our opponents, “Team Metropolis,” plan 
    further double-digit rate increases every year 
   for the next four years! This means a 102% 
   increase in your current bi-monthly water bill!
         We need new leadership and 
  fiscal responsibility in our town 
  government. Your vote for 
   us, “Team Mayberry,” is a 
   vote for the change we need. 
          When elected, we will dedicate, through a new 
   policy, a portion of our meals tax revenue (no new 
    taxes!) as an alternate revenue stream for our 
     sewer fund. To achieve this, we will improve 
      efficiency of operations throughout town 
        government while reducing spending and 
           putting an end to crony capitalism. 

             We ask for your vote!

PURCELLVILLE, Virginia, U
.S.A

.

m
ayberry not metropolis
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Freya Needs 
a Forever 

Home!
Please 

Consider! 
On The Market Properties 
has paid her adoption fee. 

For more information 
contact the Loudoun 

County Humane Society. 
Email adoptions@

humaneloudoun.org

Just Sold Bluemont- Multiple Offers

Pristine in Purcellville
New price-$524,900

Open House Bluemont 9/7 12-2 pm

Happy Trails! Buyer Sale!

Under Contract in Purcellville!

Just Listed Purcellville- $975,000Just Sold Lovettsville! $725,000

Under Contract
Multiple Offers in Paris!


