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BY VALERIE CURY

At its July 9 Purcellville Town Council meeting an 
update was provided on the Chuck Kuhn Valley Com-
merce Center annexation/boundary line adjustment 
proposal. At the council’s work session on July 23, the 
council’s majority voted to continue the annexation/

boundary line adjustment process to further enter into 
discussions with the applicant. 

In a 4-3 vote Mayor Stan Milan, Vice Mayor Erin Ray-
ner, and Council Members Mary Jane Williams and Kevin 
Wright voted to continue the annexation process. Coun-
cil Members Chris Bertaut, Carol Luke and Caleb Stought 
voted against continuing discussions with the applicant. 

If the Valley commerce Center is annexed into the 
Town of Purcellville, the county has indicated an addi-
tional 12.5-acre property—which is next to the proposed  
parcel (to the south west) would need to be part of the 
annexation. 

At the July 9 meeting, town staff also indicated that 
there are additional properties along Purcellville Road 
that would also like to come into the town should the 
center be annexed.

The 117.07-acre property is located in the county 
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BY REED CARVER

The problem, and proposed solution

Arcola was an agricultural region that is now 
changing rapidly. Rezonings as far back as 2014 
began to shift the area from farming to industrial/
data centers uses. These trends have sandwiched the 
neighborhood along one-lane gravel road Hidden-
wood Lane between data centers, soon to be built 
data centers, and planned data centers. 

Multi-lane road infrastructure is also in the pro-
cess of being built, connecting to Hiddenwood Lane. 
The only residential border is in the environs behind 
Hiddenwood. It is another 72-home subdivision 
called Briarfield Estates.

Both communities are surrounded on three sides 
by construction, or current and future data centers. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »

“There is really very 
little taste out there 
for the annexation”

—Council Member Chris Bertaut 

For Hiddenwood, however, their only 
means to and from home is now through 
a construction site. The surrounding fields 
which are open, are in general, approved 
for future data centers. Substations and 
power lines for the centers occupy the land 
as well.

At the July 10 Board of Supervisors Pub-
lic Hearing, 16 residential owners of the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 »

“How did we get here?” 
Chair Randall asks at the beginning of the Hiddenwood Lane  hearing - 
in the face of no clear right decision for the supervisors.

Hiddenwood Lane community’s disgarded sign to their neighborhood. 

Applicants, representatives, and residents listening to staff 
presentation of the Valley Commerce Center proposal on  
July 9, at the Purcellville Town Council Meeting. 



The most common 
symptoms include:

pain, tingling, burning,      
weakness, or numbness in         
arms, hands, legs, or feet
sudden, sharp, stabbing, or    
shocking pain sensations
loss of touch sensation
clumsiness and trouble using
hands to pick up objects or      
fasten clothing
loss of balance and falling

For some, their nerves will recover 
over time. For most, the nerve 
damage is ‘irreversible.’ John had 
been told just that by a series of 
Doctors and specialists. Essentially 
they could cure his cancer but 
couldn’t fix the damage done by 
the drugs used to cure his cancer.

Then John made a call to Rachal 
Lohr of FIREFLY |Acupuncture &
Wellness right here in Ashburn. 
Rachal and her team are using the 
time tested science of Acupuncture 
and technology originally developed 
by NASA that assists in increasing 
blood flow and expediting recovery 
and healing to treat this debilitating 
disease. 

After a series of treatments John 
was taking stairs with stride! 

“We have a beach house and it’s up 
stairs. This morning I walked right 
down the  stairs and got in the car,” 
John shared. 

Finally! A local Doctor is helping cancer survivors
live lives free from  the constant pain and suffering

associated with Peripheral Neuropathy!

IT'S LIFE
CHANGING

Irreversible is not a word you want 
to hear from your Doctor but it’s 
a common one if you’ve been 
diagnosed with Chemotherapy-
Induced Peripheral Neuropathy 
or CIPN.

John T. of Leesburg survived 
testicular cancer only to be living 
life in constant pain. He felt as 
though he were walking on pins 
and needles, becoming weaker 
and weaker every day. “I was
beginning to be worried that one 
day I would be wheelchair-bound.”

Nearly half of the patients 
who undergo chemotherapy 
will develop Chemotherapy-

Induced Peripheral 
Neuropathy or CIPN.

Chemotherapy meds travel 
throughout the body and attack 
cancer cells; sadly they can also 
cause severe damage to healthy
nerves. CIPN can begin within 
weeks of starting treatment and 
can worsen as treatment continues. 
A high number of really unfortunate
people will be forced to endure the
symptoms associated with CIPN 
for months, or even years after
they’ve completed chemo. 

When asked how CIPN was 
affecting his quality of life, he
responded, “It was difficult to 
even walk up and down stairs 
and do other things we usually 
take for granted.”

“I remember thinking ‘That’s 
become mighty easy for me', 

I didn’t have to hold on to 
the handrail or anything! 
It’s life-changing to have 

this mobility back!”

Again and again, we meet with 
patients who were once diagnosed 
as "untreatable” or “incurable” 
but after receiving Rachal Lohr’s
treatments are now living lives free
from pain and suffering. For over 
17 years she has been reversing the
effects of CIPN and other varieties 
of Peripheral Neuropathy, including 
that is caused by diabetes without
invasive surgeries and medications
that come with uncomfortable side
effects.

If you’ve recently beat cancer only 
to find that you’re living a life in 
constant pain and discomfort or 
you’re struggling with the same
symptoms as a result of either
Idiopathic Neuropathy or Diabetic
Peripheral Neuropathy, Rachal 
and the incredible team at FIREFLY 
can help! 

Rachal Lohr is now accepting new
patients but only for a limited time. 
In an effort to protect her patients, 
both current and future, she has 
made the difficult decision to limit 
the number of patients seen in her
clinic. 

Only 10 new neuropathy patients 
will be accepted monthly so call 
(703)263-2142 now to schedule 
a consultation.

Visit FIREFLYAcuAndWellness.com to learn more and 
take advantage of their New Patient Offer!
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An exhibit of work by Loudoun Sketch 
Club artists will open Aug. 5 at Gallery 
One in the Loudoun County Government 
Center in Leesburg. “Beyond Sketch-
ing” will be a wonderful display of local 
plein-air and studio works by members 
of Loudoun County’s oldest 
arts organization. In addi-
tion to the art, information 
about the history of the club 
will be on display.

Member artists are seri-
ous artists working in a 
variety of mediums such as 
oil, acrylic, gouache, pastel, 
watercolor, sculpture, pho-
tography and pencil. Many 
are professionals with a 
wide range of experiences 
and notoriety, but the club is 
open to dedicated amateurs 
as well. The only requirement is a will-
ingness to work and improve.  

Loudoun Sketch Club President Pat 
Whittle said, “When we gather, an 
energy seems to envelope the group as 
ideas, methods and styles are shared. We 
are all striving to improve our art. Weav-
ing together our diverse backgrounds 
lifts every artist in a way that welcomes, 
supports and inspires.”

“Beyond Sketching” runs from Aug. 
5tto Sept. 5. Access to Gallery One is 
through the public entrance of the 
Loudoun County Government Center, 
located at 1 Harrison St SE in Leesburg. 

The building is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Enter 
through security and mention you are 
there to see the art in Gallery One, which 
is just to the right. Many of the pieces are 
for sale. Contact information for the art-

ists is available in a binder at the exhibit 
should you wish to inquire about a piece. 

Founded in 1944, the Loudoun Sketch 
Club is a group of nearly 200 working 
artists who regularly gather to develop 
and promote their art through work-
shops, plein-air outings, art shows, and 
sales. 

The Club welcomes artists working in 
all media and at all skill levels with an 
interest in advancing their art in the 
company of other artists. Those inter-
ested in joining or learning more about 
the Club can go to https://www.loudoun-
sketchclub.com  for further information.  

Contact us today at (540) 687-3608
or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com

PO Box 309 Middleburg, VA 20118-0188
LC# MD HVACR 01-2278

Are you paying too
much for Propane?  
Call Hunt Country

Propane today!

WE’RE LOCAL. WE’RE LOCAL. 
WE’RE LESS. WE’RE LESS. 

WE’RE HONEST.WE’RE HONEST.
n We believe all customers should be paying the same 

low price for propane.
 No games. No hidden charges.
n Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.
n A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more! 
n We Sell and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Loudoun Sketch Club art 
exhibit begins Aug. 5 at 
Gallery One 
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On April 6 BSA Troop 711 held a Court 
of Honor at the Trillium Gathering Build-
ing in Purcellville and presented three 
scouts with their Eagle Scout awards. 
Only five percent of scouts achieve this 
top honor. Over the last 20 years 106 
scouts from troop 711 have received this 
award, including these latest three - Jude 
McKay, Alex Kyle, and Soren McKay. 

Troop 711 Committee Chair, and 
former Troop 711 Scoutmaster Scott 
Walker, delivered the Eagle Charge and 
Pastor Henry Lough of Blue Ridge Bible 
Church gave the benediction. Life-to-
Eagle coordinator John Stock was master 
of ceremonies.

Jude McKay was a Senior Patrol Leader 
for over two terms during the toughest 
times of Covid-19 when the troop met 
virtually, as well as orchestrated socially 
distanced outings. Jude led and recruited 
new members and was instrumental in 
keeping the troop going during the tran-
sitional time.

Jude’s Eagle project was constructing 
a shade structure for The Kids Club of 
Northern Shenandoah Valley, including 
working through the difficult permitting 
process.

Alex’s is a well-rounded scout, whose 
achievements included hiking the 

Troop 711 
honors three 
new Eagle 
Scouts L to R: Alex Kyle, Soren McKay, Jude McKay.  
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them—and most of us—by surprise.
County Staff is amazingly effective in 

grabbing the reins of governance and 
directing it as they see fit. That’s not 
necessarily good.

Another element of good governance 
is transparency. Supervisors do a good 
job of disseminating some information 
through newsletters but the County as 
a whole fails miserably in transparency: 
It treats FOIA—Freedom of Information 
Act— requests as intrusive irritants it 
will find some way to ignore. I’ve experi-
enced this first-hand, several times.

Term Limits

We really see the need for term limits 
in the federal government, where geriat-
rics rule the roost. The longer they hold 
office, the more they seem to cater to big 
business and reelection is always their 
primary goal.

Term limits do cause a loss of some 
institutional knowledge, but that’s not 
automatically bad. Virginia’s governors 
get only one term and in many ways 
that’s too short, but it’s far better than 
the endless terms that legislators can 

serve.
We truly need term limits for judges. 

Try this for federal courts: District Court 
judges—7 years. Circuit (Appellate) 
judges—10 years. Supreme Court jus-
tices—15 years.

Campaign Contributions

Good governance should start here. 
Ban campaign contributions from cor-

porations, unions, PACs and SuperPACs, 
partnerships. Allow contributions only 
from individuals and impose strict lim-
its … let’s say $10,000 for a presidential 
candidate and $2,000 for a Supervisor. 
The challenge is that candidates will try 
to bypass these limits by forming cozy 
relationships with like-minded entities 
that push common issues. Think the 
DNC and Planned Parenthood or the 
RNC and the NRA. 

HOAs

I’ve seen many real estate listings that 
add an exclamation point to one big sell-
ing point: “No HOA!” I’m not burdened 
by an HOA, but I’m quick to anger when 
I see an HOA-homeowner dispute in the 
news, on picayune disagreements such 
as the number of Christmas lights, or a 
flag they think is too big. These disputes 

can become personal.
Loudoun’s HOAs let the Board of 

Supervisors save time and hassle by 
handing neighborhood complaints off to 
HOAs. That’s unlikely to change.

A solution exists. Let local govern-
ments create “HOA Appeal Board” to 
rule on homeowner appeals of HOA rul-
ings. We already have the Board of Zon-
ing Appeals, so why not an official body 
covering HOAs? 

Design Cabinet

Loudoun has an official “Design Cabi-
net,” comprised of architects, engineers, 
designers and such. Its purpose is to 
“promote high-quality ecological, urban, 
architectural and landscape design in 
the county.” Lord knows we need help.

Loudoun lacks an urban area that 
would be a logical place for major build-
ings that can emphasize architectural 
expression. Thus, the Design Cabinet 
seems to consider mostly low-rise proj-
ects—shopping centers, churches, apart-
ments, mid-rise commercial buildings 
and such. 

This year’s winners were presented to 
the public at a recent Board meeting and 
they looked deserving. Aside from data 
centers, Loudoun is a bedroom county 

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

A lot is happening: War in Ukraine, 
Israeli retaliation against Hamas, the 
ascendance of China; our lousy economy; 
a nasty presidential election between 

two old guys (one of whom 
quit) and an assassina-
tion attempt; a wide gulf 

between Americans on issues like abor-
tion, the open border and illegal immi-
gration; the fentanyl that pours through 
from that border; crimes of all sorts.  

Though I ponder these weighty prob-
lems, I don’t really have a topic for today. 
Thus, I’ll share some odds and ends that 
are floating in my mind. I’ll start with 
something simple.

Good Governance

Politicians and bureaucrats should 
serve the people. What a radical con-
cept! They should be wise, fair, honest 
and effective. In reality, though, those 
standards are seldom met. I’ll deem our 
Supervisors and Staff honest and usu-
ally fair, but at times I’m not sure about 
their wisdom. Viz.  The data center cri-
sis and rapacious sprawl that threatens 
the west, both of which seemed to catch 

Idle Thoughts

OPINION

OPINION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

BY CHRIS BERTAUT, BEN NETT, BRIAN GREEN, 
SUSAN KHALIL, AND JON ARNBURG

Mayberry Not Metropolis. 
These three simple words have 
resonated with the majority of 
Purcellville residents. Citizens 
are weary of out-of-control util-

ity costs, the petti-
ness and personal 
attacks emanating 

from Town Hall, and the con-
tinual push for mass urbaniza-
tion that threatens to destroy 
our small town community of 
neighbors. 

Developers have successfully 
killed nearly every blade of grass 
in eastern Loudoun County, 
pouring as much concrete and 
asphalt as possible. Now, land 
speculators want to transform 
western Loudoun in similar 
fashion. They envision indus-
trial parks, high-rise buildings, 
and big box stores that, they say, 
will bring in more tax revenue. 

It will bring something else—
an increasing transient popu-
lation, more drugs, more crime, 
more traffic, and the destruc-
tion of small town life. Purcell-
ville will be “Loudoun’s rural 

destination” no more. 
We certainly embrace tradi-

tional American capitalism—not 
to be confused with the crony 
capitalism threatening Purcell-
ville. We have great respect for 
business owners and understand 
the desires of developers to break 
ground on new projects and cash 
in on their investments. 

However, those of us who live 
here (they don’t!) are not obli-
gated to sacrifice our quality of 
life for their personal enrich-
ment. Sometimes, being pro-
gressive means holding on to 
what you have. 

“Mayberry” is not about 
regressing to a bygone era. Nor is 
it about staying trapped in time. 
There are plenty of opportuni-
ties for economic revitalization, 
to include our historic down-
town district. There are plenty 
of improvements to make in our 
infrastructure. There is plenty 
of work to do to streamline our 
business licensing procedures. 
It is absurd, for example, that it 
took a neighborhood coffee shop 
more than one year to obtain the 

Dear Editor:
Once again, Dominion 

Energy has demonstrated why 
it may deserve the reputation 
as the Commonwealth’s worst 
corporate citizen. Everyone 

riding around 
major highways 
and rural roads 

can see the dreadful blight 
of Dominion’s “vegetation 
management.”

The ubiquitous haphazard 
brown out of plants along our 
roads and roadsides results 
from Dominion’s spraying 
herbicide supposedly along 
their right of way and “gen-
erally” not in managed lawn 
areas.

According to their forester 
assigned to the project in 
western Loudoun, they need 
to remove growth which 
would impact their poles and 
lines.

Clearly, very little of what 
is now burned-out growth: 
grass and bushes, would never 

impact the poles or lines, and 
some victim growth shrub-
bery and wild flowers may well 
have been planted by owners 
on property lines near road-
sides to mark corners or block 
lights.

The whole project raises 
questions. What authority 
approves the use of herbicide? 
What kind of permission is 
Dominion required to have 
and what landowner/con-
sumer input is sought?

Why, is killing off roadside 
growth necessary in summer 
when the blight is especially 
unsightly against the abun-
dance of green? If mainte-
nance is necessary, why can 
it not be manual, confined to 
sites where it might impact 
service?

With the damage done, is 
there any way for dominion 
to make restitution? Yes, with 
their machines and man-
power, they can cut off and 

Purcellville candidates 
unite to save small town

Dominion has to 
rethink their vegetation 
management

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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BY REED CARVER

“Working as a public servant in local 
government has not always been easy, 
but it’s been rewarding.” Del. Geary Hig-
gins (R-30) said in an interview on July 
15. Everyone in politics must balance 
the public life, and then there’s your pri-
vate life, but … “unfortunately, all too 
often, it takes a backseat to your public 
responsibilities,” he said. 

Higgins first entered politics in 
Loudoun in 2000. He was elected to and 
began by serving on the school board, 
because his three children were in the 
county’s schools at the time, and he 
wanted to have some influence in their 
education. 

Blue Ridge Leader: How are you work-
ing to promote conservation abilities? 

Geary Higgins: As a representative in 
Richmond, Higgins and the other del-
egates make state laws. He has been 
working to pass several bills to aid in 
conservation and preservation in 2024, 
he said.

There are some relevant bills which 
have passed, like HB 1395. This applies 
in the following situation: someone goes 
to the local governing body, be that the 
town council or supervisors, and applies 
for a permit to tear down, or signifi-
cantly alter a structure. If that structure 
is within a locally established historic 
district, then there is a 30-day period 
required to pass before any action can be 
taken. That will give the governing body 
time to evaluate if this structure should  
be preserved as is, explained Higgins. 

“It’s essentially a cool-down period,” 
Higgins said. This bill on delayed decon-
struction can be read on Virginia’s Leg-
islative Information System. 

His own bill HB 1223 to restore the 

funding level for land preservation tax 
credits (conservation easements) from 
$75 million to $100 million was killed in 
committee. 

However, two other historic preserva-
tion bills he supported which did pass 
were HB 914 allowing local jurisdic-
tions to establish historic district tax 
incentives, and HB 960 that increased 
the amount of state funding available 
for historic rehabilitation tax credits 
from $5 million to $7.5 million. These 
bills create tax incentives to preserve 
historic structures and preserve open 
space by putting land into conservation 
easements.

BRL: Can you describe your role 
on The Counties, Cities, and 
Towns committee?

GH: Higgins said he serves as a 
member of the “Counties, Cit-
ies, and Towns” Committee in 
Richmond. And, that all dele-
gates are assigned to commit-
tees, but he is well suited for this 
one because of his experience as 
a supervisor in Loudoun, which 
began in 2011.

The goal of the committees is 
to look into the details of bills 
sent to the committee, using 
their particular expertise. A few 
“conservation” bills that came 
though the committee sounded 

good, Higgins said, but on closer exam-
ination did not yield the results he was 
looking for.

For example, he said, there was a bill 
that purportedly was about “tree-con-
servation,” but it did not require the 
conservation of any of the existing trees. 
Higgins said this bill required the plant-
ing of small trees about six feet tall at 
development sites, but failed to preserve 
any of the native trees already there. 

On his own road near Waterford, the 
property around Higgins was devel-
oped for residential uses, and while the 
construction equipment was coming 
through, they took down all the trees 
on both sides of the road. “There were 
plenty of scrub trees in there,” Higgins 
said, “but there were also some large 
native ones that were worth preserving.”

He did not support that “so called” 
tree conservation bill because it made 
no effort to conserve any of the exist-
ing trees, he also mentioned, “normally 
the first thing people moving into new 

Del. Geary Higgins on 
preserving Loudoun 
through economics

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 »
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BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

With technology being so present in 
our lives these days, it can be tempting 
to turn our friends into virtual ther-
apists when we are in a bad place or 
need help. And while it’s perfectly fine 
to reach out to friends on-line for gen-
eral support, it’s entirely another thing 
to seek guidance for larger mental 
health problems.  

If you personally struggle with 
depression, anxiety, or alcoholism/
substance use, or if your marriage is 
in trouble, or if your child isn’t doing 
well, etc., your problems won’t be 
adequately addressed on social media 
with a comforting comment, a “Like” 
or an empathic emoji. In fact, if you 
follow bad advice, your problems could 

get worse.    
According to the Pew Research Cen-

ter, nearly 70 percent of Americans 
currently use social media with You-
Tube, Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest 
and TikTok being the top five plat-
forms.  But just as WebMD and Wiki-
pedia shouldn’t be your cardiologist, 

dermatologist or pediatrician—Face-
book shouldn’t be your therapist.  

Keep the following three points in 
mind the next time you find yourself 

wanting to turn to social media to 
address a more serious problem.  

1.	Mental health treatment 
is private, but social media 
sites aren’t: Psychiatrists, 
psychologists, social workers 
and counselors are all bound to 
uphold the guidelines put forth 
by the federal Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability 
Act of 1996.  HIPPA is in place 
to protect the confidentiality 
and security of healthcare 
information. Like Las Vegas, 
what you say in therapy stays in 
therapy, and HIPAA makes sure 
that happens. But what you share 
on social media is anything but 
private and there is no guarantee 

that your public postings will 
be treated with respect or held 
in confidence.  People you don’t 
know at all may be able to access 
or read your public postings and 
comments, and what you put out 
there could go viral. 
    When you say something to 
a screen or in virtual reality 
or when you post something 
on-line, it may seem less real, but 
whatever you put out there for the 
public to view could remain there 
for a very long time. While your 
therapist will use the information 
you share with him or her in 
therapy sessions to understand 
and help you, the same cannot be 

BY TIM JON

I didn’t remember many details, and 
I certainly didn’t want any more infor-
mation. I had no pressing reason to find 

out the who, what, where, 
when, how or why—and 
I didn’t even really need 
to answer to this event’s 
overall importance to 
Loudoun County, Vir-
ginia. Huh-uh. I was here 
for myself, and by myself; 

I had no interview scheduled, and no 
press conference to prepare for and 
carefully cover. 

Having long since clipped all the teth-
ers of the professional, local ‘hard news’ 
media swirl, I quite gratefully allowed the 
absolute freedom of a simple, personal 
visit to a familiar, historic landmark 
to soothe at least some of the charred 
edges on my long-embattled intellec-
tual and emotional armor; because, you 
see, for 10 years I carried the sometimes 
insurmountable responsibility of ingest-
ing and translating every local news 
story into something accurate, credible, 
compelling and comprehensible for the 
listening public. So, on this morning, I 
just stood in the rain and soaked up the 
palpable atmosphere on the grounds of 

Carlheim Manor. 
I stood there as long as I felt like being 

in that spot. And it was mighty pleasing. 
This ancient (to most of us) stone 

structure represents—to me—one of 
a handful of local fixtures that give 
this community its very individual and 
attractive character. Dark, silent, off 
the main ‘trade routes,’ old beyond any 
personal memory, with silhouettes from 

nearly any angle that leave me with a 
sense of brooding, biding its time while 
we mortals mill about the vicinity. 

I know that’s a pretty hefty introduc-
tion, but this is a unique place: the prop-
erty itself originally commanded almost 

a thousand acres, stretching to the Poto-
mac River in the east, to the center of 
Leesburg in the south. 

Take a close look at the Exeter neigh-
borhood clubhouse, and the creamery 
ruins out at Red Rocks Regional Park. 
Those were part of the old Paxson estate, 
with construction on the mansion dat-
ing back to the early 1870’s—a time 
when little such ambitious expansion 

was seen on this side of the 
Mason Dixon line, much less 
on this scale. 

The Paxson family lived 
on the property for about 
50 years—maintaining own-
ership until the lady of the 
house, Rachel, passed on 
in the Year 1921. She willed 
the estate to the benefit of 
‘needy children.’ 

Fast-forward to today and 
we see the property uti-
lized by a well-known local 
organization—the ARC of 

Loudoun; they offer therapy and support 
for individuals with disabilities—as well 
as their families. The group also hosts a 
very popular, Halloween-themed event, 
and other fundraisers throughout the 
year. 

Now, all’s well that ends well, but that 
lengthy success story didn’t get to this 
point without a few bumps.  I recall some 
very concerned voices some 20 years 
prior to this writing—expressing worry 
that the mansion would be demolished 
and the property sold off for develop-
ment. Yes, believe it or not, I had it on 
good authority that the board of trust-
ees, at that time, had leaned in the direc-
tion of profit versus the wishes of the 
late Rachel Paxson. 

I remember that the Town Council 
stepped in and made a quick zoning 
change to create a protective historic 
district for the property. My news archive 
lists one of the supporters of the motion 
at one of the critical meetings who 
produced a petition with almost eight 
hundred signatures, so I would gauge 
that—after a series of emotional press 
gatherings and lengthy government ses-
sions—the neighborhood achieved its 
goal. 

So, things do sometimes turn out for 
the better, at least up to this point. 

And you’ll remember at the outset—I 
stated that I didn’t much care about all 
that stuff anymore? Well, maybe I do—
just a little. Or, a bit more. 

 TIM JON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Three reasons why social media shouldn’t be your therapist

Just like nothing (else) on earth: Carlheim Manor

Ask Dr. Mike 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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• ISA Certified Arborist
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
•  Stump Grinding

530 E. G Street • Purcellville, VA 20132
arbogast6@aol.com 

540-338-5714
Cell 540-454-0514
Cell 540-454-2832

Serv ing  Count ies of  Loud oun, 
Fa uq u ier a nd  Cla rke

Compare our CD rates
 Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1867N-A AECSPAD 22750383

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 07/24/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and 
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or 
contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does 
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by 
Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

5.05 4.80
3-Month 6-Month 1-Year

5.20
Joshua Wolinski
Financial Advisor

121 E Main St
Purcellville, VA 20132
540-338-2291

BY NAOMI FRASER

Suspenseful, heart-pounding, 
and deeply human, the pilot epi-
sode for Netflix’s latest series, Supa-
cell, takes audiences on a thrilling 
ride. The episode captures your 
attention within the first two min-
utes and holds it till the 
end. Set in present-day 
South London, Supacell 
follows the lives of five 
strangers who unex-
pectedly discover they 
possess superhuman 
abilities. Armed with 
their newfound powers, 
the novice heroes must 
unite to prevent a tragedy 
lurking on the horizon. 
Starring Tosin Cole, Josh 
Tedeku, Eric Kofi-Abrefa, 
Nadine Mills, and Calvin Demba as 
the leading five, Supacell delivers a 
captivating viewing experience you 
don’t want to miss. 

The Supacell writing team’s 
skill in crafting realistic charac-
ters with unique and fleshed-out 

personalities is a major factor in 
the show’s success. While superhu-
man feats and epic battles are fun 
to watch, strong characters drive 
stories and keep fans coming back 
for more. By the end of the pilot 
episode, I felt well acquainted with 

each of the five leads, under-
standing and empathizing 
with their struggles, priori-
ties, desires, and needs. 

The time the writers spent 
developing these characters 
pays off, and I’m excited 
to see where they take the 
heroes next. In crafting peo-
ple audiences can root for, 

fight with, love, and even hate, 
the writers of Supacell have laid 
the foundation for a solid tele-
vision series that will endure 

the test of time. 
Supacell’s writers also excel in 

building suspense. The pilot opens 
with a fast-paced, horrific scene 
that cues us to a major threat 
awaiting our heroes. As we leave 
this scene and enter the main 

characters’ seemingly normal lives, 
the constant sense of danger stays 
in the back of our minds. 

We know the characters are 
heading down a hazardous road, 
but there’s nothing we can do but 
watch with bated breath as we 
wait for something to blow. The 
suspense builds even more as the 
audience becomes privy to hidden 
surveillance cameras, superhuman 
prisons, and the five main charac-
ters unknowingly crossing paths. 
All these elements seamlessly come 
together to heighten anxiety and 
keep viewers glued to their seats. 
We know something big is coming, 
but there’s no way of knowing when 
or where it will occur. 

On a more personal note, I must 
touch on my deep appreciation of 
Supacell’s inclusion of an all-Black 
cast. As a Black woman who adores 
a good superhero story, it is exciting 
and refreshing to see a show within 
that genre centered on people who 
look like me. 

Supacell Episode 1: An Exhilarating 
Introduction to Netflix’s Newest Heroes 

Rating: 
4.5/5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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Electrical Safety
Inspection $29

GOT
PLUGS?

Call today
for your

“Glenn provided excellent and friendly service. He explained all 
tailored options available to me. I will highly recommend 
Appleton Campbell to friends and neighbors.” - Paul B.

Glenn G.
Electrical
Service Tech

571.206.0176
appletoncampbell.com

Built on Trust Since 1976

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 »

Gov. Glenn Youngkin has announced 
the release of the federally approved 
Virginia Initial Proposal Volume 2 
that will enable Virginia to access its 
allocation of $1.48 billion through the 
Broadband Equity, Access, and Deploy-
ment program under the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration federal Infrastructure 
Investments and Jobs Act. 

This approval puts the Common-
wealth firmly on the path toward 
accessing funding for administration of 
the BEAD program to support Virgin-
ia’s goal to close the digital divide and 
deploy high-speed, affordable internet 
networks to areas without broadband. 
Virginia was the first state in the nation 
to submit all required BEAD plans to 
access funding. 

“Virginia’s historic investment in 
broadband infrastructure is one key 
ingredient which helped drive our rank-
ing as America’s top state to do busi-
ness in 2024. With the resources we are 
securing today, we can close the digital 
divide and ensure all Virginians have 
access to high-speed internet,” said 

Youngkin. 
“Today’s announcement is a key 

step in our efforts to provide high-
speed internet access to the remaining 
unserved regions of the Commonwealth 
ensuring all Virginians have the oppor-
tunity to prosper.” 

The BEAD program is a $42.45 bil-
lion nationwide program to expand 
high-speed internet access by funding 
planning, infrastructure deployment, 
affordability and adoption programs. 
The Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development will administer 
the Commonwealth’s $1.48 billion 
BEAD allocation to build upon the 
work of the Virginia Telecommunica-
tion Initiative. As funding for universal 
broadband access is being delivered, 
DHCD will also utilize these funds to 
invest in efforts promoting affordabil-
ity and improving adoption of this crit-
ical service.

“In today’s digital world, broadband is 
critical infrastructure that is necessary 
for Virginians and Virginia business to 
thrive,” said Secretary of Commerce 

On Wednesday, July 3, Virginia Governor, Glenn 
Youngkin announced the appointment of Loudoun 
County Treasurer Henry C. Eickelberg to the Virginia 
Treasury Board.

Virginia State Treasurer and Virginia Treasury 
Board Chairman David L. Richardson said, “Our Com-
monwealth heavily relies on the financial expertise 
and fiduciary oversight the Treasury Board members 
provide. I am confident Treasurer Eickelberg will be a 

Youngkin celebrates approval of 
Virginia Broadband Proposal  

Eickelberg appointed to 
Virginia Treasury Board  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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VIP Petcare
Vaccines, Physical Exam, Microchip, 

Deworming, Heartworm/Tick-borne Disease 
Screening, and Intestinal Parasite Screening

Every Sunday 
10:00 – 11:30 am

Not enough 
hours in  

your day?

We can help.

FREE delivery with  
orders $35+

SAME DAY delivery  
if placed before 1pm

Independently Owned 
 and Operated

Self-Service Pet Wash
5 for $30

Full-Service 
Grooming

1 Hour Curbside
Pickup

Free Delivery
(order > $35 before 1pm)

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Hiddenwood Lane community, which totals approxi-
mately 29 acres, were advocating for the rezoning of 
their assembled properties. They are seeking to rezone 
from Countryside Residential to Planned Develop-
ment-Industrial Park (PD-IP).

The ultimate goal for these residents is to create an 
“escape route” by selling the Hiddenwood Assemblage 
for data center development. 

Chuck Khun of JK Technology owns a significant 
amount of the parcels surrounding Hiddenwood Lane. 
He also owns the two parcels of land in front of Hidden-
wood, as well as land near the Briarfield subdivision to 
the northwest.

According to the July 10 county staff report, there is 
potential for an interparcel connection with the JK Tech-
nology Park #2 parcel to the south, and the Hiddenwood 
Assemblage, if the rezoning occurs.

Michael Romeo, Senior Land Use Planner with Walsh 
Colucci Lubeley & Walsh, who represents Hidden-
wood, said he could not divulge the offers for the land, 
when asked for prices by Supervisor Juli Briskman 
(D-Algonkian). 

“But, you can realize that data center property is 
going for upward of four million an acre in the county,” 
said Briskman. “You guys say it’s not a windfall,” she 
continued.

Solution shortcomings  

The area is the Suburban Neighborhood Place Type, 
which means that only 15 percent of the land should be 
converted to industrial uses. The primary use is residen-
tial, with a height for all buildings limited to four stories. 

County staff said the proposal is inconsistent with 
the place type. They recommend denial for two reasons: 
impacts to surrounding neighborhoods [Briarfield] are 
too damaging, and the project clashes with the 2019 
Comprehensive Plan. 

Public comments 

Eighty to 90 residents from both neighborhoods spoke 
at the hearing, those from Hiddenwood advocating for 
the potential sale to save their quality of life, while those 
from Briarfield were vocal about their situation getting 
worse because of the sale.

Twelve-year Briarfield resident, Sheeba Namburi, was 
concerned about the safety of her children. Recently, in 
the winter months, a large coil of cable from the con-
struction site appeared on the street. Someone was trying 
to steal it during the night, but was alarmed by a barking 
dog and dropped the spool. She said that the data center 
sites attract people who don’t live in the neighborhood. 
She is afraid to let her children play outside. 

If this project is approved, Briarfield residents said, 
their singular neighborhood will be surrounded on three 
sides by data centers. Many of the Briarfield speakers 
said they constantly hear the air-cooling systems for 
the data centers, and they are breathing the dust raised 
by the construction. Blasting used in construction was 
alarming to many residents, who felt their houses shake 
at moments they were not expecting it. 

“The sound was deafening, you had to be there,” said a 
resident. “I feel like Carl from the movie Up,” another said. 

Several Briarfield children spoke about the loss of 
open space, and their parents making them go inside to 
avoid the heavy vehicle traffic and dust. Several of them 
have asthma. Smoke and heat result from this intense 
land use, and they also cited radiation from the comput-
ers as a poorly understood, but concerning impact. 

To a greater degree, the residents of Hiddenwood find 
their situation unsustainable, with data centers right up 

“HOW DID WE GET HERE”, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The only road Hiddenwood Lane residents have to access 
their homes. 

Data center construction as seen from Hiddenwood Lane.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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residential developments do is plant 
their own trees.” He also acknowledged 
preserving existing trees can increase 
the property values. 

BRL: How do we mitigate the tension 
in western Loudoun between rural res-
idents, and commercial uses like brew-
eries, wedding venues, etc.?

GH: To keep western Loudoun rural, we 
have to find ways to make it work eco-
nomically. So, between economic inter-
ests and conservation interests, the 
question becomes, “How do we strike a 
balance?” Conventional farming is get-
ting tougher and tougher in western 
Loudoun, he said. 

“To preserve open space, landowners 
have to have ways to be able to monetize 
their property, so that it pays for itself 
and housing does not become the best 
only use. Farmers are businessmen. They 
have to make the land pay for itself, if 
they can’t, they’ll sell out to residential 
[uses]. “If you take away their options, 

they will cash out.”
So, if we want the land to have some 

agricultural uses, he concluded, “people 
need alternatives other than houses.”

He recalled a farmer he knew in west-
ern Loudoun who had over 300 acres. 
“The farm is not just your income, but the 
value of your farm is your line of credit to 
do business when times are tough.”

“If you take away value from the farm, 
through zoning changes, you take away 
his ability to do business.” He was forced 
to sell, rather than lose his land value 
and now we have 78 houses and almost 
800 car trips a day on a gravel road, Hig-
gins said. 

Conservation easements are also 
another option to preserve land. In this 
case, the owner of the property can get 
tax credits based on the value of their 
property, because the County will not 
have to provide the same level of ser-
vices required for residential develop-
ment to that piece of land. This is one 
area in which Higgins wants to help, 
since the state level is where the funding 

comes from to make easements. 
“We can fight that [growth] pressure 

by throwing up a stone wall, but as the 
pressure builds, it will eventually give 
way. Or we can find ways to make it 
work.”

If economic balances are not found, 
“you know what we’re going to look like? 
Fairfax.” 

BRL: How specifically are you going to 
deal with tensions between residents 
and commercial uses?

GH: Some of the work on the commit-
tee allowed them to set slower speed 
limits in towns, but Higgins said his 
role is limited at the state level, and he 
strongly believes that decisions about 
local zoning should be made at the most 
local level possible, not by people in 
Richmond. 

He does not support the bills that 
would attempt to roll over local govern-
ments by means of the State Corpora-
tion Commission.

BRL: What about the noise disruptions 

from breweries and party venues?

GH: “There are a few bad actors, that 
will push the limits, but they need to 
be considerate of their neighbors, and 
that’s part of what the county was try-
ing to do with the noise ordinance.” [that 
is a maximum of up to 55 decibels and 
silent after 11 p.m.] But, dealing with 
those types of situations is a local issue, 
he said.

But, “there is also a possibility in local 
zoning that if you abuse your rights, you 
can lose them,” he said. “We don’t want 
to correct the bad behavior of a few by 
destroying the whole industry.” That 
would just leave western Loudoun open 
to complete residential development. 
Remember Loudoun County is number 
one in the state for agritourism. Visitors 
come to Loudoun to visit, spend their 
money and go home.

Higgins said he has always tried to 
strike that balance. “However, fewer 
options will only lead to more residen-
tial development.”

DEL. GEARY HIGGINS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

BY VALERIE CURY

At the end of the July 23 Purcellville 
Town Council Work Session Council 
Member Caleb Stought asked Mayor Stan 
Milan to add a presentation by Casey 

Chapman of his revised 
proposal for the Vineyard 
Square Project to the 

September council agenda. The request 
was made even though the same pre-
sentation had already been presented on 
Sept. 26, 2023, at a former Town Council 
Work Session. The town council does not 
have any meetings in August.

Stought said Casey Chapman proposed 
a new project, and he wants Casey to 
“bring that back in September—and do 
a straw poll to move forward with that.”

On Sept. 26, developers Sam and Casey 
Chapman presented what they called a 
“new vision” for Vineyard Square in His-
toric Downtown Purcellville. At the time 

they said they are scaling it down since 
they have been listening to feedback 
from the community for their 21st Street 
project. 

The Chapmans added that instead 
of the approved six-story retail plus 
40-condo project—which has been 
approved with active permits for 14 
years—they would like to split the proj-
ect into multiple buildings rather than 
one large structure. 

They envision splitting off the front 
building, which could be for retail, com-
mercial, office, or boutique hotel. In 
the back via O Street, they want to con-
struct four buildings at four stories each. 
Instead of 40 condominiums, they would 
reduce the number by a total of four—
from 40 to 36. They also said they would 
lower the height of the buildings overall 
by 20 feet. The proposal offered no infor-
mation about the footprint or square 

footage.
According to one of their older pre-

sentations their whole project totaled 
171,000 sq.ft. of mixed use.

A change in an approved design would 
call for a whole new application submit-
tal and a new site plan. This application 
should include public discussions, public 
hearings, comprehensive plan and zon-
ing amendments—at both the planning 
commission and town council levels.  
Multi-family dwellings are not allowed in 
the Downtown C-4 Historic District. Two 
apartments per structure are currently 
allowed in this district, and the permit-
ted height is two and a half stories and 
35 ft. high. 

If they want to change their approved 
plan—which expires in June 2025—they 
would have to go through a completely 
new application. This was confirmed by 
town planning staff at the time of their 

new concept. The Chapmans, however, 
said they want to keep their current 
approval as a baseline for their new 
changes and site plan. This way they 
would not have to go through a pub-
lic process. Their current uses are not 
allowed in the C-4 District.

Stought received from Vice Mayor Erin 
Rayner’s campaign the total of $10,178 in 
campaign donations since 2022. He also 
received $1,500 from one of the owners 
of the Vineyard Square project. From 
2020 to present day, Rayner has received 
a total of $72,467—an amount of which 
$24,950 came from donations from the 
owners of Vineyard Square, their affil-
iates, and a relative and one of their 
employees who contributed $10,000.

During Stought’s campaign last year, 
one of the owners of the Vineyard Square 
project also held a fundraiser for him.

Vineyard Square: “Let’s take a straw poll  
to move forward with that” –says Stought

GOVERNMENT

strong contributor to that effort.”
Eickelberg said, “I want to thank 

both Governor Youngkin and Treasurer 
Richardson for their confidence in me. 
The Treasury Board oversees a num-
ber of programs critical to the daily 
operations of not only my office as 
Loudoun Treasurer, but virtually every 
other Treasurer’s office across the 

Commonwealth. I’m looking forward 
to working with Chairman Richardson 
and the other board members in over-
seeing these important programs.”

The Treasury Board is a policy board 
in the executive branch of state gov-
ernment established under §2.2-2416 
of the Code of Virginia. Among its 
powers and duties, the Treasury Board 
exercises general supervision over all 

investments of state funds, admin-
isters the  Security for Public Deposits 
Act  and the  State Non-Arbitrage Pro-
gram, and makes recommendations to 
the Governor on proposed financing 
arrangements. 

The board also approves the terms 
and structure of certain bonds or 
other financing arrangements paid 
from state appropriations, establishes 

guidelines for bonds or financing 
arrangements, and approves the finan-
cial terms of lease purchases for state 
agencies. 

The Treasury Board oversees and 
advises the business activities of the 
divisions of Cash Management and 
Investments, Debt Management, and 
Operations of the Department of the 
Treasury.

EICKELBERG APPOINTED, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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BY REED CARVER

Greenlin Park, a potential data center, 
was discussed by the Planning Commis-
sion on May 28. The 81.17-acre prop-
erty is owned by Chuck Kuhn through 
JK Land Holdings. It is located south of 
Leesburg, on the west side of Sycolin 
Road. Shreve Mill Road and the Dulles 
Greenway make up the other borders of 
this parcel.

This region, on the descent from Lees-
burg to Ashburn, (the Sycolin road cor-
ridor) was once the site of several early 
eighteenth-century mills, like Hogelands 
Mill. It was owned at that time by William 
Shreve, Jane D. Wildman, and William 
Cross. It was called the “mill tract,” and 
one branch of Sycolin Creek runs through 
the property on its way to Goose Creek.

Site details and concerns

As nation-wide companies like Ama-
zon are shifting their focus to invest bil-
lions in the budding AI market, demand 
for data centers is still strong. The 
Sycolin Road corridor is increasingly 
being populated with data centers.

“It’s a core use in the place type, so, 
if not here, where?” Planning Commis-
sioner Dale Polen Myers (At-Large) asked.

“My biggest concern is the road 
improvements,” said Commissioner 
Mark Miller, (Catoctin District) “and I 
want that to continue.” 

“As long as that’s what is accom-
plished, that’s what is supposed to go 
here.” Miller commented, referring to 
data centers. “Whether it was intended 
or not,” Sycolin Road has become a data 
center corridor, he said. 

The commissioners said that Sycolin 
Road is narrow, two lanes, and winding. 
They worried that as more drivers see it 
as an alternative to get from Ashburn to 
Leesburg, they will encounter construc-
tion traffic.

This site is more challenging for con-
struction, because of the presence of 
steep slopes on the property, and the 
slopes have to be leveled out with fill dirt. 

According to topographical maps 
compiled by Wynne Saffer, typical eleva-
tions of the slopes vary from 275 to 400 
feet, for a difference of 125 feet, between 
the creek level and the tops of the slopes.

The representative of the devel-
oper, Sasha Brauer with Walsh Colucci 
Lubeley & Walsh suggested in the meet-
ing that they will mitigate the impacts to 
steep slopes by planting trees. Extensive 
re-grading will be needed. A civil engi-
neer was present to discuss the water 
management, but the commissioners did 
not raise the topic that day. 

Gem Bingol with Piedmont Environ-
mental Council was the only speaker 

from the public. She said the challenge 
with steep slopes is that the forest is the 
main thing holding poor soils up on the 
hills. She said slopes generally have poor 
soil, and if trees are removed, rampant 
erosion can result.

Some, like Jason Sheridan in a social 
media post have expressed concerns over 
the presence of mature oak trees, “likely 
200+ years old,” that could be cut down.

Brauer said construction will leave 
over 12 acres of tree conservation area. 
She said they will also provide 50 per-
cent of the land as open space.  

The commissioners were concerned 
about the fact that land under low power 
lines, as they ran from the substation to 
the center, was being factored as open 
space. “All the generators and stuff you 
want to do, keep it out of the woods,” 
Commissioner Ad Barnes (Leesburg) 
said. 

Another concern is the loss of habitat 
for the endangered Wood Turtle. A habi-
tat study will need to be done to find any 
turtles, and understand the extent of the 
damage.

According to the staff report, “the 
proffered study … allows the applicant 
to exclude the County while conducting 
the habitat study, limits the ability of 
the County to ensure appropriate pro-
tective measures are implemented, and 
permits the applicant to delay any pro-
tective measures until after the property 
is cleared.”

Barnes recommended to move this 
application to the July 11 Work Session 
for further discussion, however, it was on 
the agenda for July 30. 

Proposed data center Greenlin Park  
will deal with steep slopes

BY GRACE BENNETT

The Town of Leesburg has already once this year 
exceeded its water treatment capacity, and the expan-
sion of high-demand projects such as data centers 
may trigger the need for expensive utility upgrades.

During a presentation in late 2023, staff pointed 
out that an increase in funding for water treatment 
systems was already needed due to a variety of fac-
tors—most notably inflation following COVID. Mike 
Maker, Rate Consultant for the town, listed off a few 
more causes for the need: “staffing, cost of living 
adjustments, electricity, and chemicals greater than 
inflationary increases.”

Director of Public Utilities Amy Wyks confirmed, 
saying that the costs of chemicals “have more than 
doubled and tripled over the course of 2020 to 2023 

due to COVID and the economics.” As a result, “the 
current rates that started in 2024 are not sufficient 
and doesn’t [sic] meet the cash on hand and the debt 
service covered ratio for the Town.”

Staff worked to find precisely what percent-
age increase in rates was necessary to sustain and 
improve water and sewage treatment systems. Ini-
tially, a 10.8% increase was calculated, but by adjust-
ments to the Capital Improvement Plan and deferrals 
of projects, it was altered to a 4.1% rate increase. 
Staff proposed the new five-year rate plan to the 
town council, stating that any lower rate increase 
would not be financially sustainable. Every dollar 
would count towards combatting inflation and new 
costs as well as making much-needed progress on 
improvements.

At the time of the November 2023 meeting, the 
town council expressed hesitance on the proposal, 
and the public hearing was left open. But the discus-
sion over rate increases proved to be foreshadowing 
for a later meeting taking place on July 22, 2024.

On this later date, Amy Wyks stated in a Semi-An-
nual Report for the capacity of utility plants that an 
increased number of data centers and other high-ca-
pacity water user projects could push water demand 
above its limitations. 

The town uses an average of 4.2 million gallons 

of water per day (mgd), the amount permitted by 
the water plant being 12.8 mgd. Two new data cen-
ters approved at Microsoft’s Compass Creek campus, 
however, are allocated to pull up to 1.23 mgd and dis-
charge nearly .62 mgd wastewater. 

That—combined with a nearly 2 mgd water 
demand increase since last summer and a wastewa-
ter peak above its 7.5 mgd treatment capacity at least 
once this year—has urged staff to request funding for 
utility improvements. Specifically, they are asking 
the council to authorize a $1.7 million contract. The 
contract would permit beginning the design of sew-
age treatment system upgrades to address the solids 
processing capacity concern, which might otherwise 
reach its limit by 2028.

While it would be preferable not to increase the 
utility rates to cover the costs mentioned in late 2023 
and to upgrade the current systems, current buildout 
projections risk requiring water far above limitations. 
These projections increase daily demand to 6.2 mgd 
with 10 mgd potentially needed during peak periods. 

So, in addition to the contract, Wyks has advised 
discretion in providing water treatment to future 
Leesburg projects. “Council should not extend water 
and sewer services at this time to potential devel-
opment projects (residential and/or commercial) 

Leesburg’s future 
growth may 
exceed water usage 
limitations
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BY GRACE BENNETT

On July 13, Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) met 
with county and Appalachian Trail repre-
sentatives at the Bear’s Den Trail Center 
to discuss the dangers of road crossings 

for hikers. The intent of 
the meeting was to raise 
awareness and propose 
solutions to the safety 

concerns between traffic and pedestrians.
The Appalachian Trail runs for about 

2,200 miles from Georgia through Maine, 
roughly 544 miles of which are within 
Virginia—and the highway crossings 
involved can be perilous. Conditions 
on Rt. 7, 9, and 50 are especially noted 
by hikers for having low visibility and 
fast-moving, heavy traffic. “Rule Number 
One for hiking the Appalachian Trail,” 
said one commentor, “don’t get hit by a 
car.”

Each of the three routes in question 
has been under consideration for safety 
improvements. The Rt. 7 Appalachian 
Trail crossing at Snickers Gap, though, 
has the largest potential for construct-
ing a bridge or “elevated walkway.” This 
particular structure would be located in 
Clarke County near Bluemont, the closest 
landmark being the Pine Grove parking 
lot. 

The project has garnered much local 
momentum, but at the moment, it is 
stuck in the funding stage—it would need 
to raise enough to cover its $5.4 to $7.2 
million design and construction estimate 
before it moves forward.

The potential Rt. 7 bridge has been 
given a rendered design proposal. It would 
likely be constructed of steel, complete 
with three piers with a ten-foot width and 
a span of 360 feet across the four-lane 
highway. This design appears to be the 
cheapest proposal—having fewer main-
tenance issues than a tunnel would—and 
is compliant with the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. It would 
also be engineered to reduce the length of 
sharply turning trails along steep slopes, 
called switchbacks, on the highway’s 
north side. The design would necessitate 
a slight realignment of the trail on the 

south side and the construction of a 450 
square foot retaining wall.

Since the property on which the bridge 
would be built is government-owned, 
construction costs and time would be 
reduced to a potential four to five years. 
Short-term improvements to the crossing 
have been proposed in the meantime. 

Representatives have listened to feed-

back from hikers on the nerve-wracking 
experience of crossing the highway. “I 
remember that crossing and several oth-
ers that were pretty perilous, especially 
with fog or less-than-optimal visibility,” 
said one. 

Paved footpaths along the highway’s 
shoulders, a raised concrete island in the 
median, and high-visibility trail cross-
ing warning signs are a few of the sug-
gested improvements until funding can 
be obtained by the Virginia Department 
of Transportation and the Clarke County 
Board of Supervisors for the Rt. 7 bridge.

The Appalachian Trail crossing at Rt. 
7 is not the only crossing in question, 
however—hikers need to make their way 
over the two-lane Rt. 9 at Keys Gap about 
five miles north of Hillsboro, too. Heavy 
traffic and low visibility define the expe-
rience. “Be extremely careful crossing Rt. 
9 at Keys Gap,” one hiker warned. “There 
are no sightlines for either you or the 
motorists.”

Advocates hope to also construct a 
bridge across Rt. 9 as well as establish-
ing a safer path for hikers to resupply at 
the Sweet Spring store nearby. If a bridge 
cannot be developed, the community 
has suggested at least implementing a 
marked crossing with lights.

The final major Virginia road causing 

concern for hikers is the Rt. 50 cross-
ing at Ashby Gap. Similarly to Rt. 7, this 
highway is four lanes at the point of the 
Appalachian Trail crossing, but bridge 
construction there would be more diffi-
cult. The road has limited right-of-way 
for one. And the higher potential need 
to reroute the trail in accordance with a 
bridge would make construction more 
challenging. 

Other improvements supported by 
the VDOT include narrowing the view 
of the roadway with lane delineators to 
slow traffic and adding pavement mark-
ings and flashing light arrays to identify 
crossings. 

Senator Tim Kaine—committed to the 
issue since he has hiked Virginia’s portion 
of the Appalachian Trail—expressed opti-
mism about the financial concerns with 
improvements. He believes that it would 
not be difficult to gain federal funds from 
the National Parks Service, supported by 
the Great American Outdoors Act and the 
Infrastructure Bill. The US Department 
of Transportation, the Federal Highway 
Administration, and the Department of 
the Interior could also make contribu-
tions to the various projects. 

Having received much trail funding 
from appropriators in a recently com-
pleted budget plan, Kaine points out that 
many monetary sources are available—
and community funding by individual 
representatives would bolster the project.

Sandra Marra, the president and CEO 
of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, 
agreed with Kaine’s optimism. She and 
Kaine remarked on the possibility of state 
funding to round out the budget since 
many small businesses and local towns 
are oriented around the trail.

The communities of Round Hill, Hill-
sboro, and Bluemont—along with the 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy and the 
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club—are 
working with representatives to mend the 
conditions of Virginia highway crossings. 
Hikers can hope to see improvements to 
visibility and pavement markings in the 
near future with a potential bridge under 
way.

COMMUNITY

Kaine visits Loudoun to talk about 
Appalachian Trail road crossings

Purcellville Electric LLC
540-338-2424  www.PurcellvilleElectric.com
 Visit Our Website Today! 40 Years of Experience

Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects

Popular Services:  

• Lighting Installation/ Repair/ 

Replacement 

•  Circuit Breaker Panel Installation/ 

Repair/ Upgrades 

• EV Car Charger Installation

The Purcellville Police Department 
has announced that Officer Carl Ben-
jamin Nett was recently selected as the 
“Officer of the Year.” The Officer of the 
Year award is an anonymous, peer-se-
lected award. Officer Nett joined the 
Department in 2022. He graduated 
from the Northern Virginia Criminal 
Justice Training Academy in December 
of 2022, where Officer Nett received 
the Director’s Award for Academic 
Excellence in recognition of outstand-
ing academic achievement.

Officer Nett joined the Purcellville 
Police Department with over 20 years 
of national security and law enforce-
ment experience. He began his career 
with the Presidential Protective Divi-
sion of the U.S. Secret Service, graduat-
ing from the Federal Law Enforcement 
Training Center in Artesia, New Mex-
ico and the Secret Service Training 
Academy in Beltsville, Maryland. 

He then supported the National 
Clandestine Service of the CIA, to 
include a warzone tour in Afghani-
stan. In addition, Officer Nett spent 
ten years leading a Pentagon mission 
at U.S. Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay.

During his time with the Purcell-
ville Police Department, Officer Nett 

Nett selected 
as Officer of 
the Year

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling  
540-287-1970any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 7/31/23

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

Exp. 8/31/24

AFFORDABLE

Expert Tree & Stump Removal
• HOA Maintenance
• Tree Planting
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Damage
• Pruning

• Trimming
• Crowning
• Bulk Mulch 

Delivery

Licensed & Insured
Member Angie’s List & BBB

Hes 
Company
LLC
703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

Support local business

Well, stress no more. 
I make Medicare sign-up and 
annual review EASY. And, my 
service is FREE. I guide you 
through the Medicare process: 

STRESSING ABOUT 
MEDICARE?

703-930-5705   jeff@mpgroup.org

Hospital 
Stays

Part A
Medicare 

Advantage

Part C
Doctor
Visits

Part B
RX 

Drugs

Part D

Call me. I’m here to help make 
Medicare as easy as possible.

Hours by 
appointment  
or by chance

194 N 21st St., Purcellville
(540) 338-6338

Thoughtfully 
DesignedKitchens

From Cabinets  
& Countertops  
to Decorative 
Hardware…

Scott Pultz
703-727-5442

decksbyscott@gmail.com
35571 Suffolk Ln, Purcellville

Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

Come Out of the Heat 
Get a Delicious Melt 

Burger to Eat!!!PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

Reach the
 

local marke
t. 

Advertise
 here.

Contac
t us 

at

advertise
@blueridgeleader.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund

Purcellville, VA 

nikki@englundinsurance.com 

540-338-1130
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Support local business

“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

Executives

Friday 
10-5

 Sunday 
12-5

Saturday 
10-5

405 W. Colonial Hwy. Hamilton, VA 20158
Across from Lowry’s Crab Shack

Open Every Weekend

Come visit the newly renamed Rosemary’s Place 
(formerly Eclectic Charm)! Named in loving 

memory of my mother Rosemary, who cherished 
small shops. The store continues to offer the 

same unique selection and hours.

We look forward to seeing you!

~Rhonda

LUCKETTS EXCAVATING INC

703-443-0039  |  LuckettsExcavating.com

+  Pond Installation & Repair
+  Gravel Driveways & Roads
+  Basement Excavation

+  Land Clearing & Grading
+  Equestrian Riding Arenas
+  Pad Sites & Lot Clean Up

Lucketts Excavating, Inc. repaired, revived, and 
enlarged this picturesque lake and island along with  
installation of a custom wooden pavilion and dock.

20 Years of Mechanical Experience • Honest, Trustworthy, Fair
Family-Owned • Serving Loudoun & Surrounding Areas

GENERATORS
SMALL ENGINES

AUTOMOTIVE
LAWN CARE

(410) 707-9978  
biceservicesllc@gmail.com

Be ready to go when  
your grass is ready to grow

TUNE-UP AND 
PRUNE UP

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

LoudounNow

W I N N E R

LOUDOUN’S
FAVORITE

2023
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WINE  DINNER
Field Trip 

14 AUGUST 2024
6:30 PM 

$150 INCLUSIVE 
Tuscarora Mill’s newest addition to the
family, a beautiful 5 bedroom B&B nestled
in Loudoun Wine Country. Enjoy  the 1st
wine on the beautiful patio, followed by 5
course dinner in the gorgeous restored inn.
 

Tickets www.Tuskies.com

STONE GABLES
BED & BREAKFAST

 

STONE GABLES 
19077 LOUDOUN ORCHARD RD, 

LEESBURG, VA 20175

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

S e p tS e p t ..  2 1 2 1 --2 22 2 ,,  2 0 2 4 2 0 2 4
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SNICKERSV ILLE  TURNP IKE , BLUEMONT, VA

AA dd mm ii ss ss ii oo nn ::   $$ 11 00
CC hh ii ll dd rr ee nn   99   &&   UU nn dd ee rr ::   FF rr ee ee

FF rr ee ee   PP aa rr kk ii nn gg

II  Children’s Fair & Petting Zoo II
Arts & Crafts II  Explore History

Market Vendors II  Local Beer & Wine
II  Live Music & Performers II  
…Many Family Fun Activities!

BB ll uu ee mm oo nn tt FF aa ii rr .. oo rr gg

54th Annual54th Annual

Virginia’s general fund revenues ended 
fiscal year 2024 $1.2 billion over the offi-
cial revenue forecast. For the full fiscal 
year, overall general fund revenue collec-
tions grew 5.5 percent, well above the 1.3 
percent increase assumed in the official 
forecast. 

The official forecast incorporated 
$525 million of excess revenues received 
through April, and $22 million of adjust-
ments related to the military retirement 
income tax subtraction. 

The $1.2 billion surplus fully-funds 
contingent spending on shared priori-
ties incorporated in the enacted budget 
including the additional $90 million in 
funding for the recently restored Virginia 
Military Survivors and Dependents Edu-
cation Program.  

“Preliminary year-end results demon-
strate that robust job growth produces 
record revenues that allow us to make 
continued investments in shared priori-
ties,” said Youngkin. 

“Record revenues underpinned by 
Virginia’s strong job growth continue 
to show there is plenty of money in the 

system to make critical investments 
while cutting taxes to bring down the 
cost of living for hardworking Virginians. 
We will stay focused on driving the pol-
icies that earned Virginia’s recognition 
as America’s Top State for Business and 
unleashing job growth and opportunity 
for all Virginians.”  

“Revenue collections ended the fiscal 
year well above expectations. Not only 
did collections exceed estimates embed-
ded in the current Appropriation Act 
by $1.2 billion, revenues also exceeded 
our December projections by $1.7 bil-
lion,” said Secretary of Finance Stephen 
Cummings. “With this strong perfor-
mance, our excess collections are suffi-
cient to meet all identified investment 
priorities including additional funding for 
accelerating Interstate 81 improvements, 
water quality improvements in the Ches-
apeake Bay, and meeting our commit-
ments to the education of our military 
heroes, Gold Star families, first respond-
ers, and all those who have served their 
nation and their Commonwealth.” 

Virginia general fund revenues 
FY24 finish $1.2 billion over 
forecast 
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on Purcellville Road north of Rt. 7 and 
northeast of the Town of Purcellville. It is 
currently zoned Joint Land Management 
Area -3, meaning one house per three 
acres totaling 39 homes. 

The property is bordered by agricul-
tural production, large residential lot 
residences, other vacant parcels and resi-
dential properties—all within the county. 
The Valley Industrial Park and the May-
fair community are on the opposite side 
of the street and are part of the Town of 
Purcellville.

 According to an archaeological survey 
which was done on the property, a small 
cemetery is located in the southeast 
quadrant.

Nearly four years ago, then Mayor 
Kwasi Fraser’s town council voted against 
a similar annexation proposal for the 
same property. The proposal included 
industrial, commercial and 160 homes. 

The proposed project was called the 
Warner Brook annexation proposal. The 
annexation request was denied after a 
multi-year process of charettes, numer-
ous council discussions, community 
input and public hearings. Prior to Kuhn’s 
purchase, the property was owned for 
decades by the same family. This was the 
only annexation request for the property.

Over two years ago, the new owner 
Chuck Kuhn held a community meet-
ing at Patrick Henry College to present 
a new proposal that he submitted to the 
county for a rezoning of the property. At 
that time Kuhn wasn’t asking the Town 
of Purcellville for an annexation request, 
but said he would submit a request to 
the town for annexation if the town so 
desired. 

The well attended meeting was filled 
with citizens expressing their desire to 
leave the property as is—zoned JLMA-3 
and developed at its by-right/allowed use 
of 39 homes. 

Shortly afterwards then Mayor Kwasi 
Fraser said a town annexation would go 
nowhere as “the community does not 
want it.” 

A recent survey of residents in the area 
resulted in 93.44 % of community mem-
bers saying they were opposed to the 
annexation. 

In 2023, Kuhn filed a request with 
the county for a Zoning Map Amend-
ment to rezone the 117.07-acre property 
from JLMA-3 to Planned Development – 
Industrial Park zoning district. “A Zoning 
Modification is also requested to amend 
the road standards and water and waste-
water standards to permit the use on the 
property,” according to a Sept. 1 2023 
memorandum from the Department of 
Planning and Zoning.

Loudoun County Planning and Zon-
ing has already weighed in on the pro-
posal. They have recommended denying 
a rezoning of the property from JLMA-3 

to Planned Development Industrial Park 
(PD-IP). 

“Community Planning finds the pro-
posed rezoning and development of a 
business/industrial park on the subject 
property is inconsistent with types of 
rural business, land development pat-
tern, and design characteristics antic-
ipated for the Purcellville JLMA Rural 
Neighborhood Place Type,” according to 
the Community Planning Memorandum 
Sept. 1, 2023.

The memorandum further states, 
“Community Planning cannot support 
the rezoning request due to fundamen-
tal conflicts with the land use and land 
development policies of the 2019 GP for 
the Purcellville JLMA Rural Neighbor-
hood Place Type.”

The memorandum recommended the 
developer go to the Town of Purcellville 
to apply for an annexation/boundary line 
adjustment if they wanted to continue 
to pursue their proposal. The proposal 
would ultimately then be subject to a 
vote by Purcellville’s governing body.

In his presentation at the July 9 town 
council meeting, Town of Purcellville 
Town Planner Jordan Andrews said mul-
tiple times, “That application has not 
been denied.” Andrews was referring to 
the developer’s rezoning proposal with 
the county.

Loudoun County Senior Planner 
Rachael Iwanczuk said the project hasn’t 
been resubmitted by the applicant. “We 
are still waiting for additional submis-
sions by the applicant. The applicant is 
waiting to see what happens with annex-
ation [into the town] before they resub-
mit [with the county].”

Andrews also said the difference 
between the county’s and the town’s 
application is that “the county applica-
tion has the Northern Collector Road.”

Given the improbable viability of the 
project’s rezoning at the county level—
the Northern Collector Road would 
unlikely be an issue. 

Both the county and the town have yet 
to take the Northern Collector Road off 
of their respective transportation plans, 
despite repeated efforts from Council 
Members Chris Bertaut, Carol Luke and 
the Purcellville Planning Commission. 

Each time a motion by Council Mem-
ber Chris Bertaut was made to take the 
Northern Collector Road off the Town 
of Purcellville’s Town Wide Transporta-
tion Plan, the motion failed with Mayor 
Stan Milan, Vice Mayor Erin Rayner, and 
Council Members Caleb Stought, Mary 
Jane Williams and Kevin Wright voting 
against it. 

Stought has said that he first favors a 
traffic study, even though a traffic study 
was not done to put the NCR on either 
the town or county plans. 

If the applicant should proceed with 
their rezoning request in the county, it 
would be difficult to achieve their desired 

density. It is uncommon to have one big 
communal septic system for the site, 
and the feasibility would depend on the 
appropriate soil type—and could dimin-
ish density. 

If each proposed parcel were to have 
its own individual well and septic system, 
this too would be a challenge, as it could 
decrease the proposed industrial density. 
This situation assumes that the Board of 
Supervisors would vote to approve such a 
rezoning request for a JLMA-3 property.

If the property is annexed into the 
town, the applicant is planning on 
1,274,892 sq.ft. of M-1 industrial uses 
like long-term storage, according to a 
May 6, 2024 memo from Michael Romeo, 
Senior Land Use Planner with Walsh 
Colucci Lubeley & Walsh PC.

Upon a potential annexation, the 
applicant is seeking any by-right uses, 
and any uses permitted by special excep-
tion or special use permit. The allowed 
building height would be 45 ft, and up to 
60 ft.—if at least 100 ft. from any lot line.

In a memo dated Aug. 24, 2023, VDOT 
told the applicant to correct the lower 
figure they were using of 3,537 weekday 
vehicle trips to 4,297 weekday vehicle 
trips for the proposed site. However, cur-
rently the applicant and town staff are 
still using the lower figure. 

The 2030 Town’s Comprehensive 
Plan states that the town does not wish 
to annex additional land. At the July 9 
meeting Andrews said, “However the 
plan describes that should an annex-
ation appear prudent or necessary—sev-
eral considerations should be taken into 
account: community input, infrastruc-
ture, and costs and benefits, impacts and 
compatibility.”

Andrews pointed out that the town 
does not have the water to supply to the 
Valley Commerce Center should the proj-
ect be annexed into the town. He said the 
applicant has expressed a willingness to 
incorporate an offsite well. Water usage 
predicted for the site is up to 255,000 gal-
lons per day. But Andrews said the appli-
cant does not envision water usage being 
that high.

In a May 6, 2024 response letter to 

Jordan Andrews when asked if the appli-
cant had a plan to offset water uses 
Romeo responded, “There are currently 
no plans to offset water usage; however, 
it is anticipated that the individual busi-
nesses may provide bottled water for 
employees as an amenity, which can help 
to offset the public water supply.”

Andrews said the applicant has indi-
cated a dedication of right of way “to 
include widening Purcellville Road 
for turning lanes on their two primary 
entrances. They have indicated a willing-
ness to contribute a traffic signal at their 
primary entrance. 

“Their secondary entrance is currently 
depicted in their concept development 
plan, opposite Mayfair Crown Drive. It is 
a right turn out, right turn in only.”

Andrews said the applicant has “addi-
tionally indicated they’re willing to 
include enhancements to signaling at 
Hirst and Hatcher.”

Justifying her support of continuing 
the annexation processes, Vice Mayor 
Erin Rayner said that if the Valley Com-
merce Center project were to go back to 
the county for a potential rezoning and 
they approve it, “what can go in? We are 
not in control anymore.”

The property—which is in the county—
is already “controlled” through county 
zoning, which is one house per three 
acres and is in character with the rural 
nature of Purcellville. If the town should 
annex it and “control” it—the density 
would increase to 1,274,892 sq.ft. of 
industrial usage.

Council Member Chris Bertaut said the 
JLMA-3 use on the property is pertinent 
“because annexation would have to be 
approved by the majority of the citizens 
in the town.”

Mayor Stan Milan said that two years 
ago, when Kuhn presented his proposal 
to town and county residents, “the resi-
dents said they did not want houses on 
the property and now they do. “Now it’s 
flipped to say houses—so next month 
it might be put horse ranges or put 
airports.”

“THERE IS REALLY...”, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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to their front doors. They said that rezon-
ing was necessary to allow them to move 
on with their lives somewhere else. 

Kaleb Calhoun, said that a buffer, pro-
posed for the Hiddenwood houses, would 
be inadequate. “This rezoning is the only 
release for Hiddenwood, if you have any 
compassion … ,” another resident said.

The houses on Hiddenwood are worth 
very little now. “We wanted to sell our 
homes at the start of this, but let’s be 
honest, who in their right mind would 
purchase a home? … It’s the end of the 
road for Hiddenwood, ” said resident 
Dannyaal Khan. “We wanted to purchase 
a home and grow with it, but unfortu-
nately we’ve been pushed out of it.” 

“Hiddenwood will forever be in an 
industrial park. Any other option [than 
rezoning], would leave them [Hidden-
wood] at a significant financial loss,” said 
another speaker.

In addition, there are tensions between 
the residents and the workers, as they 
both vie for the same road spaces, and 
become irritated with each other. Citing 
from experience, Lea Bell said a construc-
tion worker shouted vulgarities at her.

Music teacher Andrew McGinley said, 

“This has ruined Hiddenwood as a resi-
dence.” He quoted another teacher who 
said the situation was absolutely danger-
ous. “The quality of life is appalling,” he 
concluded.

The HOA president of the Briarfield 
neighborhood was not comfortable with 
the solution. “I don’t find it just, if one 
community alleviates their problems at 
the expense of another,” he said.

Ankita Kamath said that approval 
means transferring the problem Hidden-
wood faces right onto the Briarfield resi-
dents, just pushing the same problem to 
someone else. 

“We don’t want them [Hiddenwood] to 
be a human buffer. We really want to give 
them a solution, but that solution is not 
building a data center. We don’t want the 
solution to be for us to be the human buf-
fers,” said Ravi Budigelli, from Briarfield. 
“There’s got to be another solution, no 
matter how expensive it is. You’ve got to 
do right by them and right by us.”

“The two communities are really 
not similarly situated,” said Pam Cave, 
speaking on behalf of Hiddenwood res-
idents. “They [JK Technology] can build 
whatever they’re going to build right 
up to the homes. … It has nothing to do 

with financial windfalls, it has to do with 
being similarly situated, somewhere out 
from under this situation ... They only 
have one way in … because of decisions 
made by this board they cannot sell their 
property. No one will buy it. It would be 
fair and just, under these circumstances, 
that you all approve the application.” 

Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis 
Randall (D-At Large) made a motion to 
move the issue to the Sept. 17 meeting 
for action. “If nothing else, we should all 
come away knowing data centers have a 
cost,” she said. 

Supervisor Mike Turner (D-Ashburn) 
said, “This has been one of my worst deci-
sions on the board,” referring to his vote 
on JK Technology Park #2, the parcel in 
front of Hiddenwood. “I want to person-
ally apologize to Hiddenwood residents.”

“I have a hard time believing a data 
center is the solution to a data center, so 
it’s tough,” he said. “The whole Board is 
wrestling with this one.” 

The important question to ask in Sep-
tember, according to Chair Randall, is: 
what other use can the Hiddenwood 
property have that would not require a 
rezoning? 

 At the July 23 Town Council Work Ses-
sion, numerous speakers said they did 
not support the annexation, and urged 
council to support the by-right use on 
the property of 39 homes. 

Pasquale DiBari said the annexation 
of Valley Commerce Center would open 
a Pandoras box. He did not want Ash-
burn to extend into Purcellville. “We 
moved to a rural area,” and he said the 
JLMA protects Purcellville’s small-town 
charm.

Audrey Young said the proposed busi-
ness park isn’t supported by Purcellville’s 

Comprehensive Plan. “Citizens don’t 
want annexation,” she said.

Developer Casey Chapman said he 
supports the proposed industrial com-
plex and the town needs to “incorporate 
new ideas.”

Council Member Carol Luke said the 
JLMA-3 should be maintained. Council 
Member Chris Bertaut said, “There is 
really very little taste out there for the 
annexation that is currently before this 
town council.” He asked why there was 
“so little consideration to what the cit-
izen’s want?

“Foisting an annexation proposal into 

the hands of the town’s administration, 
does nothing to ensure that a majority of 
our town’s citizens have been heard on 
this matter,” he said. 

Regardless, the council majority voted 
to direct staff to enter into private dis-
cussions “with the applicant to draft a 
Memorandum of Understanding per-
taining to, but not limited to, issues 
associated with water sources, usage 
modeling, and traffic studies for the 
purpose of determining whether or not 
to continue with the application in the 
Annexation Process.”

“THERE IS REALLY...”, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

and housing is paramount, but no res-
idences made the Design Cabinet’s 
merit list. That’s not good.

Predictable Houses

Most of our new houses fall into the 
“Neo-colonial” genre and don’t excite 
me. However, I acknowledge that most 
other housing types would not fit the 
context of their Loudoun surround-
ings. Imagine a Victorian house in a 
cluster subdivision, or an ultra-mod-
ern, flat-roofed house in a former pas-
ture. Victorian houses fit in Waterford 
and Hillsboro but probably not in Mid-
dleburg or Ashburn.

I think we’re stuck with neo-colo-
nials but they bother me and I’ve tried 
to figure out why. I started by thinking 
about some graceful residential areas 
elsewhere such as Mountain Brook in 
Birmingham, Buckhead in Atlanta, or 
River Road in Richmond. Leesburg’s 
Historic District is also delightful. 

I like these places, which have some 
commonalities: Older and traditional 
houses, diverse design from architec-
tural form to ornamentation, exterior 
materials and roofs, mature trees and 
so forth. They don’t flaunt their size, 
which is the opposite of most new 
houses here. Patterns of gables and 
roofs are simple, again the opposite 
of what we see in the more expensive 
new houses here.

Of course, mature landscaping can’t 
be rushed. Nor can the age of a house. 
One notable exception is Habersham 
in Beaufort, South Carolina where the 
emphasis was on replicating the look 
of an old and appealing neighborhood. 
Design diversity was one of its primary 
goals.

Google any of these places, espe-
cially Habersham, and you’ll see what 
I mean.

Most production homebuilders 
here lack the taste and imagination 
to tackle something like Habersham, 
so here are some easy tips for them: 
Eliminate “signature” details like iden-
tical mailboxes or identical little brick 
columns at driveway entrances. Spend 
some money for more and larger new 
trees. Most of all, eliminate the “neo” 
and focus just on “Colonial.”  

In his career developing office buildings, 
Charlie Houston was deeply involved in 
all areas of design, from site planning to 
elevator interiors, from architecture to 
lobbies and so on.  

OPINION: IDLE THOUGHTS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

“HOW DID WE GET HERE”, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

outside the town’s corporate limits 
or Joint Land Management Area with 
exception of Compass Creek,” she stated 
in her report. “In addition, Council 
should remain cautious in agreeing to 
any future Boundary Line Adjustments 

until consumption data and demand 
trends are better known.”

If a water plant’s demand reaches 80% 
of its capacity during three consecutive 
months, an expansion project or expla-
nation of limited-service area growth 
must be submitted to the Virginia 

Department of Health. Similarly, if a 
wastewater plant’s average flow exceeds 
95%, then a plan of action for compli-
ance must be submitted to the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality.

With these two realities in mind, staff 
is urging the contract to be seriously 

considered so as to prevent shortages in 
water utility services—especially during 
this particularly dry season of 2024. The 
town council is to be briefed on July 
29 about the town’s water and sewage 
treatment capacity status.

LEESBURG’S FUTURE GROWTH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Analysis of Fiscal Year 2024 revenues 
based on preliminary data: 

•	 Based on preliminary data, Fiscal 
Year 2024 revenues exceeded the 
Chapter 1 Forecast (May 2024) by 
$1.2 billion and were $1.7 billion 
higher compared to the December 
2023 forecast. 

•	 Higher than expected revenue 
collections are primarily attributable 
to increased net individual income 
taxes and higher than projected 

sales and use taxes, partially offset 
by lower than forecasted corporate 
income taxes. 

•	 Individual income nonwithholding 
collections and refunds, combined, 
contributed $1.1 billion to the 
surplus. A portion of that surplus is 
attributable to the timing of receipts 
and refunds related to the elective 
Pass-Through Entity Tax. 

•	 Payroll withholding grew 4.8 
percent, exceeding the forecasted 
growth rate of 3.8 percent.  

•	 Sales tax collections decreased 0.5 
percent as compared to the annual 
forecast of a 4.6 percent decline. 

•	 Net corporate income tax 
collections declined 6.1 percent 
compared to the official estimate of 
a 9.0 percent increase due largely to 
the timing of refunds. 

•	 A complete accounting of all final 
revenue sources will be available 
after final year-end close and 
will be released on Aug. 14  when 
Youngkin speaks at the Joint Money 
Committee Meeting. 

VIRGINIA GENERAL FUND, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
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Veterans Land Rescue

Summer is an optimum opportunity to get 
your projects for land clearing completed.

Enjoy land you already own  
as beautiful new space.

Our comprehensive land grooming operation 
will transform your overrun property 

 into usable land. 

Schedule your 
summer mission now

www.veteransllc.us
540-900-1888  |  major@veteransllc.us

before after

Forestry Mulching 
Land Clearing and Tree Services

LAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc

Late July, Congresswoman Jennifer 
Wexton (D-VA) delivered a speech on the 
floor of the House of Representatives to 
recognize Disability Pride Month, cel-
ebrated each July. Wexton utilized her 
new AI voice model for the first time 
on the House floor to share how she has 
fought throughout her career for disabil-
ity rights and accessibility issues, and 

how that has now become a personal 
fight for her since her Progressive Supra-
nuclear Palsy diagnosis last year.

“I hope that when people see me con-
tinuing to do all I can to keep living my 
life and doing this job I love as best I 
can, they understand and appreciate 
the courage, resilience, and spirit that 
so many Americans of differing abilities 

demonstrate each and every day.  I hope 
I can be a voice — even an AI voice — 
for Americans facing accessibility chal-
lenges and other disabilities, because 
too often people only see us for that 
disability. And in truth we are so much 
more,” said Wexton.

The AI voice model was created 
through ElevenLabs, a software company 

that specializes in developing natu-
ral-sounding speech synthesis software 
using deep learning. The model was gen-
erated consensually using a collection 
of previous public speeches from Rep. 
Wexton provided by her team. Any addi-
tional questions about the ElevenLabs 
technology can be directed to    press@
elevenlabs.io .

The Leesburg Town Council approved 
rezoning and special exception applica-
tions for Chuck Kuhn’s Westpark Tech 
development at its meeting on July 23.

The site fronts Clubhouse Drive and is 
surrounded on three sides by open space 
owned by Loudoun County. The property 
is the former site of the Westpark Hotel 
and Golf Club. By-right development on 
the property would have been limited to 
the construction of a hotel due to existing 
proffers on the site.  

The applicant, Clubhouse Dr. LLC, 
sought a rezoning from B-3 (Commu-
nity Retail/Commercial District) to 
PEC (Planned Employment Center). An 
accompanying special exception applica-
tion will allow for the construction of an 
86,400-square-foot flex industrial build-
ing subject to certain conditions, includ-
ing that the site cannot be utilized for a 
data center.

The applicant has agreed to demolition 
of the existing clubhouse building once 
their site plan application with the Town 
has been approved. 

As a condition of the Council’s approv-
als, the applicant has committed to fil-
ing a site plan application with the town 
within four months and a diligent pursuit 
of site plan approval to bring about the 
demolition of the clubhouse building.

“I am pleased that our staff has been 
able to work collaboratively with the 

applicant to bring forward a project that 
works best for the site, keeping in mind 
the close proximity to nearby residences,” 
stated Community Development Director 

James David. 
“We are committed to expediting review 

of the applicant’s site plan application 

Wexton marks Disability Pride Month using new AI voice model

Leesburg town 
council approves 
Westpark Tech 
Applications

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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SUMMER SPECIAL

Mattingly’s

Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
& Eastern Pa. Amish Craftsman families 

Family Owned & Operated Since 1973
Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.

540-338-2060
55 E. Colonial Highway (Old Rt 7) Hamilton, VA 20158

Parking in rear
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Amish Lawn Furniture
Premium Quality Polylumber
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necessary permits and licenses to open 
its doors to the public. We can do better.

As candidates for Purcellville Mayor 
and Town Council, we welcome the sup-
port of all who love Purcellville as their 
home, and all who cherish Purcellville as 
a great place to live, to work, and to raise 
a family. 

The Town of Purcellville elections are 
non-partisan. Taxes, safety, traffic and 
growth do not have a party.

We are committed to taking 
on the challenges affecting our 
town—the skyrocketing utility 
costs (water and wastewater 
rates), for example, which are 
driving many residents out of 
town and which threaten to 
negatively impact our prop-
erty values. 

For this slate of candidates, contin-
ually raising rates without a search for 
meaningful alternatives is not an option. 
We must, and will, reduce general fund 
spending to pay down the debt on our 
wastewater facility in order to minimize 
further rate increases. We must, and will, 
preserve the character of our town—
Christmas and July 4th parades, base-
ball games at Fireman’s Field, flag-lined 
streets on Memorial Day and Veterans 

Day, community festivals, and close-
knit neighborhoods free of the ravages 
of cut-through traffic brought about by 
overdevelopment as our main arteries 
become clogged.

This November 5th, voters must decide 
whether they want the continued utility 
rate increases and unlimited commer-
cial growth advocated by our opposition, 
or a return to fiscal responsibility and 
managed growth as envisioned in the 
Comprehensive Plan.

The five of us are running as a slate 
because we are committed to 
reducing spending, increasing 
government transparency, and 
managing growth in keeping 
with the aesthetics of our town. 
You can learn more about us at 
https://mayberrynotmetropo-
lis.com/meet-the-team.

OPINION: PURCELLVILLE CANDIDATES UNITE, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Our monthly newspapers  
may be found online at 
BlueRidgeLeader.com
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We won’t leave you powerless.

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service 
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

Purcellville is set to sizzle this Sep-
tember with the launch of its Inaugural 
Purcellville Restaurant Week. Spon-
sored by Silas Redd, owner of Mister 
on Main and Nostalgia Boutique, this 
highly anticipated event promises to 
showcase the vibrant 
and diverse culinary 
scene of this charming 
small town. 

From Sept. 4 to 8, 
local food enthusiasts 
and new visitors alike 
will have the oppor-
tunity to embark on a 
gastronomic adventure 
like no other. Save your 
receipts to get a special 
deal from participat-
ing boutiques during 
this inaugural event. 
Restaurants and bou-
tiques can sign up for 
free at www.Purcellvil-
leRestaurantWeek.com.

While Purcellville may be known 
for its quaint streets and close-knit 
community, it also boasts a surprising 
variety of dining options that cater to 
all tastes and preferences. During the 
Inaugural Purcellville Restaurant Week, 

participating eateries will offer special 
prix fixe menus, exclusive dishes, and 
unbeatable deals, allowing patrons to 
savor the town’s best culinary creations 
at an incredible value. From farm-to-
table fare to international delights, 

Purcellville’s restau-
rants are ready to 
impress and delight.

Redd has continu-
ally sought innovative 
ways to draw attention 
to Purcellville’s unique 
offerings. The Inaugu-
ral Purcellville Restau-
rant Week is his latest 
endeavor to celebrate 
and promote the 
town’s thriving dining 
and shopping scene.

“I am thrilled to 
launch the Inaugural 
Purcellville Restaurant 
Week to highlight the 

incredible dining and shopping options 
we have right here in Purcellville,” said 
Redd. “This event is designed to show-
case our restaurants and local busi-
nesses. It also provides an opportunity 
for locals, new residents, and visitors 
alike to discover and enjoy what our 

quaint town has to offer.”
As a way to expand the local “dine 

and shop” mentality, select boutiques 
will offer discounts or specials during 
restaurant week, with proof that they 
have dined at a participating restau-
rant. So “save those receipts,” said 
Redd. 

Redd added, “I like the idea of a dom-
ino effect when it comes to local busi-
nesses. When someone dines or shops 
somewhere local, and they have a good 
experience and tell others about it—then 

next time they bring a friend or a family 
member along. It’s really about a combi-
nation of repeat business and continu-
ously introducing new people to all our 
town offers.”

Restaurants and boutiques interested 
in signing up for free for the Inaugural 
Restaurant Week go to www.Purcellvil-
leRestaurantWeek.com or email Silas 
Redd at PurcellvilleRestaurantWeek@
gmail.com.  For a list of participating 
restaurants and boutiques, please visit 
www.PurcellvilleRestaurantWeek.com.

Restaurant week set for Sept. 4-8 in the Town of Purcellville
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LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss 

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch  
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and  

limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM. 
 

Our licensed adult day  
centers provide: 
 A safe, social environment 

with therapeutic activities 
 Respite for caregivers  
    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 

Purcellville 
co-located w/ Carver Center 

200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 

 

Leesburg 
near Leesburg Airport 

16501 Meadowview Ct. 
703-771-5334 

 

Video online at:  www.loudoun.gov/adultday 
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 

Ashburn 
off Loudoun County Pkwy 

45140 Bles Park Drive 
 571-258-3232 
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and Trade Caren Merrick. “This approved 
proposal lays out our strategy to connect 
all across the Commonwealth and ensure 
no Virginian is left behind.”

The next step in the BEAD program 
involves finalizing and ensuring all loca-
tions lacking access to high-speed inter-
net and not part of any existing state or 
federal deployment projects are included 
in the program. Following the approval of 
locations by NTIA, 

Virginia will initiate the application 
phase later this year. During this phase, 
broadband providers will have the oppor-
tunity to submit applications to extend 
their services to these unconnected 
regions.

“Virginia has been a national leader in 
the broadband arena, and the approved 

proposal lays out a comprehensive 
approach to connect all Virginians 
through state and federal resources,” said 
DHCD Director and Chief Broadband 
Advisor Bryan Horn. “We applaud the col-
laboration of our broadband partners to 
develop a strong proposal that addresses 
both connectivity and affordability.”

Since 2017, Virginia has allocated over 
$935 million in state and federal fund-
ing to extend broadband infrastructure 
to over 388,000 locations in 80 cities 
and counties across the Commonwealth. 
These investments have leveraged an 
additional $1.1 billion in matching funds 
from local governments and internet ser-
vice providers.

For more information about Virginia’s 
broadband efforts, visit dhcd.virginia.gov/
broadband. 

YOUNGKIN CELEBRATES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

eighty-five miles at Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico and having earned 
thirty-nine merit badges on various sub-
jects. Alex has aided numerous fellow 
scouts as they move through their rank 
advancements as well as coached his fel-
low scouts on many outings. 

Alex’s Eagle project was removing a 
fence as part of the renovation for Loudoun 
Heritage Farm Museum in Sterling. 

Soren McKay was a senior patrol leader 
and assistant troop chaplain for over two 

terms and is an excellent speaker. Soren 
earned forty-four merit badges of vari-
ous skills, and has even eaten a snake on 
a wilderness survival campout. 

Soren has assisted fellow scouts in 
merit badges as well as rank advance-
ment. He also was instrumental in help-
ing Troop 711 achieve the Journey to 
Excellence Gold award in scouting, a 
remarkably high honor. 

Soren’s Eagle project included leading 
a group constructing storage shelves for 
the Kids Club of Northern Shenandoah 
Valley. 

TROOP 711, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Supacell joins the growing list of 
groundbreaking shows and movies that 
meaningfully represent people of color 
in genres from which they historically 
faced exclusion. I hope Supacell’s success 
will inspire more filmmakers and writers 
of color to create stories that challenge 
the status quo and help usher in a future 
where the concept of a Black superhero 
squad will no longer be a novelty. 

While there is much to love about the 
Supacell pilot, the episode does possess 
some flaws. I found the special effects, 
for instance, cheesy and underwhelm-
ing. If you turn on Supacell expecting a 
Marvel-caliber production, you will be 

disappointed. While the quality of the 
effects did not ruin my viewing expe-
rience, I am concerned about how the 
remaining episodes will fare as the 
heroes begin using their powers more. 
I can only hope that the quality of the 
story will outweigh any lackluster visual 
effects. 

With that being said, I still believe 
Supacell has earned the praise it has gar-
nered over these past few weeks. Capti-
vating, suspenseful, and raw, the pilot 
reels viewers in and drums up excitement 
for the remainder of the season. If you’re 
in the mood for an intriguing and fresh 
superhero story, I strongly recommend 
giving Supacell a chance. 

HoltzmanCorp.com

Stop by our  
Grill Cylinder Fill Station today!$ 

$3.499*  Per Gallon Cylinder Fill
 *Prices subject to change without notice. 

Enforce Premium Diesel &  
Lubricants For Your Agribusiness

YOUR LOCAL PROPANE & FIREPLACE EXPERTS

WE’RE  
HIRING.

APPLY TODAY!
IN-HOUSE

FINANCING 

AVAILABLE!

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE  I  PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292 
Hours:  Monday – Friday — 8am to 5pm 

FIREPLACE STORE
SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

   SUPACELL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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assumed for those in your social 
media world.  

2.	Your therapist is professionally 
trained to help you, but your 
on-line connections aren’t:  A 
therapist undergoes several years 
of advanced schooling and is 
trained and credentialed to assess 
and treat mental health problems. 
Unlike an on-line friend, a good 
therapist doesn’t just listen to you 
supportively but also endeavors to 
develop and implement evidence-
based strategies to diminish 
symptoms or problems and 

increase emotional stability and 
wellness. While most therapists 
aren’t medical doctors, they know 
about psychiatric medications and 
are better suited to help with that 
topic than a friend.  They can also 
likely assist with a referral to a 
psychiatrist if medications appear 
to be necessary. 
    It’s also important to remember 
that a social media influencer 
isn’t the same thing as a therapist. 
That person may or may not have 
the credentials and knowledge 
to offer up strategies or to make 
formal recommendations for 
serious emotional or psychological 
problems. Thus, before taking 
advice from a social media 
influencer, it’s best to investigate 
their background. Just because 
someone on social media is 
charming, engaging and intelligent, 
doesn’t mean you should be taking 
their advice. 
    There’s a new phenomenon, 
dubbed “Instagram therapy” or 
“social media therapy,” which 
essentially involves people sharing 
on-line what they’ve learned from 
their therapist and/or providing 
information to help others. While 
I certainly see value in reading 
thought provoking or positive 

emotional healing or wellness 
messages, memes or anecdotes 
on-line—I caution folks not to 
overly rely on social media when it 
comes to addressing serious mental 
health problems.     

3.	Your therapist is neutral, but 
your social media friends 
aren’t: Therapists treat symptoms, 
and they also listen to a lot of 
different things from their clients 
during the course of therapy. In 
therapy, patients may express their 
strong and sometimes negative 
thoughts and feelings on various 
topics. While there is no harm 
in sharing your views with your 
therapist on larger topics such as 
relationship, parenting concerns, 
workplace stress, etc., sharing your 
views on these sorts of topics on 
social media could possibly make 
things worse.   
    I’ve also seen many of my clients’ 
relationships strained, and even 
ended, due to political positions 
and disagreements. With this being 
a presidential election year—it’s 
probably best to think twice before 
posting something that could upset 
or create conflicts for you on social 
media.  

What could you do if you find yourself 

turning to social media too much for 
your emotional needs?  I often encour-
age my clients to reach out to friends 
directly if they need support. Having 
an in-depth conversation with a close 
friend or family member, in person or 
over the phone, will likely be a lot more 
beneficial than turning to social media.  
If your emotional and psychological 
problems are serious enough, seeking 
professional help may is the best thing 
to do.  

Lastly, if you’re concerned about 
someone you care about who’s over 
sharing personal information on social 
media, I also recommend you reach out 
to them directly for support. Keep in 
mind that posting information about 
emotional and psychological problems 
or functioning can be a red flag signi-
fying something serious. It’s also possi-
ble that a post that reads as concerning 
isn’t; perhaps the post is a venting 
moment and nothing more. Reaching 
out privately and making yourself avail-
able when you read posts that cause you 
immediate concern is a good thing to do 
to figure out what’s going on. 

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. 
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in private 
practice. He can be reached at 703-723-
2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline 
Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn. 

Quick
Installation
Available!

703.880.9850
THE STANDBY POWER PEOPLE ®

®

Generac® Home Standby Generators automatically provide you backup power during a utility power outage – whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours 
or several days, your family and home are protected. Generator Supercenter is the #1 Generac dealer in North America. We have the experience and expertise you 
need. From design, local permitting, installation and long-term maintenance support, we are there for you. That’s why they call us The Standby Power People®.

© CHS NOVA 2024 
Visit our showroom at 21005 Ashburn Crossing Drive, Suites 125-130, Ashburn, VA

Scan to Learn More!

Schedule Your Free Estimate Today!

Generator Supercenter of Virginia
www.GeneratorSupercenterNOVA.com

We’ll Keep Your Life On.

SAVE $500!
on the purchase and installation of a Generac Home 

Standby Generator from Generator Supercenter of Virginia.
*Terms and conditions apply, call for details.

*

THREE REASONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

to meet both the Council’s and the 
nearby community’s stated desire to 
see the former clubhouse building 
demolished as quickly as possible.”

The motions to approve the 
rezoning and special exception 
applications both passed by a 5-2 
vote, with Vice Mayor Neil Stein-
berg and Council Member Kari Nacy 
opposed.

More information on the proj-
ect can be found by accessing the 
town’s eTRAKiT system at  www.
leesburgva.gov/etrakit.

WESTPARK TECH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19
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has utilized his investigative skills to 
pursue financial fraud cases. He is cur-
rently working to educate the citizens of 
Purcellville about common scams, in an 
effort to mitigate vulnerabilities. “We’re 
the safest town in Virginia,” said Nett. 
“My goal is to make us the most scam-
proof town in Virginia.”

Nett also enjoys participating in 
the Books & Badges program at the 

Purcellville Library, allowing the chance 
to engage with our younger residents, 
and he is a regular participant in other 
community policing events.

“I’m honored to be recognized by my 
peers as Officer of the Year,” said Nett. 
“My co-workers are an outstanding 
group of professionals. As a resident of 
the Town of Purcellville, I’m thankful for 
their dedication to duty and commitment 
to the citizens of Purcellville.”

remove all the brown out visible from 
the roads. They are quite capable of such 
an operation; they were requested to 
use manual maintenance at least in the 
historic and rural roadway districts of 
Loudoun, but the forester was unfamiliar 
with such designations.

The question now remains who can 

persuade/convince/require Dominion 
to try to erase at least the most obvious 
of the blight, the dead growth stunning 
residents and tourists alike in some of 
the most scenic areas of Loudoun and 
elsewhere.

Obviously, landowner calls to the 
number Dominion sent out via postcard 
had no effect because it was the wrong 

number. Are there any public officials 
who take on the task of correcting this 
outrage and preventing it in the future?

Most residents think we know the 
answer. What a shame that a powerhouse 
like Dominion would be the kind of cor-
porate citizen that willfully violates the 
environment.

Anna Dees, Middleburg

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s 
Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates 
the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal 
housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s 
Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the 
Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; 
toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 
804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.
virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

P R O P E R T I E S

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode

Phone: 571-242-0232
lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

Lovestoryhomes.com

Proud SPONSOR 
Buchanan Hall 

Farmers Market STAGE!

“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding. 
This guy is a hard worker and does it 
right the first time.”  Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing, 
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush 

Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

(703) 727-9826Licensed & Insured

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

LETTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Now the drizzly morning I last 
visited the property, I couldn’t help 
noticing a solitary crow perched on 
the roof of Carlheim Mansion. It sure 
gave me the once-over. 

And, no, I don’t really believe that 
was the spirit of Rachel Paxson hov-
ering about to keep an eye on things. 
But I’ve learned a lot over the years. 
Some during my radio news days in 

Leesburg (never say anything you 
don’t want the whole world to hear)—
some prior to that in professional 
theatre and restaurants (always show 
up – and be ready to work)—and some 
more recently in my current job as a 
rural mail carrier (just hang in there, 
this too will end). 

One lesson I’ll always remember: 
don’t ever mess with a Lady’s dying 
wishes.

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 NETT SELECTED, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

540-338-9118
www.abernethyspencer.com
info@abernethyspencer.com

Specializing in Native and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly

Loudoun County’s 
Oldest Greenhouse

18035 Maple Ave./Lincoln Rd., 
Purcellville, VA 20132

Plants, Tree & Shrubs

Pottery, Gloves,  
Tools & Statuary

Flowering Pots & Gifts

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

Targeting  
Loudoun 
County?

Reach local readers.

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

 

 

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Email for more info:  
advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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200 East Main Street, Purcellville, Virginia 20132
540.338.7190    wildwoodlandscape.com

Call us at 540.338.7190  
for a free consultation. 

DesignDesign MaintainMaintainBuildBuild
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Prepare to be impressed! 102 Hackley Court in Purcellville! Amazing Updates: New Appliances, New Flooring, Updated Bathrooms, Gorgeous Interior Paint, 
Granite, Newer Roof & HVAC with custom touches throughout!  Premium Lot on Cul-de Sac with trees behind and common area in front! $539,900

Magical 1 bedroom/1 bath cabin w/ vaulted ceilings, 
kitchen and office overlooking pond. Detached 1 bed-

room/1 bath studio. Frank Lloyd Wright inspired w/ award-win-
ning garden. $369,900

Congratulations to our Equestrian Buyers 
who just purchased this Hamilton Station Farm! 
Listed by Amy Robinson, Long & Foster Realtors.

Salvatore  
still needs  
a home!
Please 

Consider! 
On The Market Properties 
has paid his adoption fee. 

For more information 
contact the Loudoun 

County Humane Society. 
Email adoptions@

humaneloudoun.org

Just Listed on 7 acres in Bluemont Happy Trails! Buyer Sale!

Open House to August 3rd 12-2 pm

Open House August 3rd 12-2 pm

Watch the sunrise over your 40-mile view! Exceptional 1920 home w/guest house, 6 stall barn and main barn with studio. Experience 
peace and tranquility in an ultra-private setting. 18923 Check Mate Lane, Bluemont. $1,649,900


