Milan and Rayner pass resolution pushing
false narrative re planning commission

BY VALERIE CURY

At the Feb. 27 Purcellville Town Coun-
cil Work Session, Vice Mayor Erin Rayner
made a resolution to direct the planning
commission to send any potential bylaw
changes to the town council for approval.
Rayner indicated that this
resolution was import-
ant and necessary, even
though the drafted bylaw revisions had
already been sent for review to the town
attorney and then town council.

Creating a false narrative, Rayner
implied that updating and reviewing the
planning commission’s bylaws had been
done in an underhanded and secretive
way, even though updating the bylaws
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agenda for two years.

Explaining why she added a resolution
to the Feb. 27 council agenda, Rayner
said, “Alright, this was put on the agenda
because it came to the attention of myself
and the mayor and a few others that if
you looked at the planning commission’s
agenda, that they were planning to adopt
a major rewrite of their bylaws that have
significant changes that will affect the
town budgets and staff.”

Rayner said the council should be able
to approve the changes before they are
adopted. “And so, we spoke with legal and
drafted a resolution that would require
the planning commission to submit their
rewrite to town council for consideration
and approval before they can adopt it.”

Postering, Purcellville Mayor Stan
Milan asked, “Does anyone know what
the proposed rewrite by the planning
commission is? I didn’t think so.” He said
the commission hadn’t notified council
of their draft bylaw revisions — and the
“revelation of the planning commission”
revision of the bylaws “smacks in the
face of being transparent.”

Addressing the subject, Council Mem-
ber and Planning Commission liaison
Chris Bertaut said, “Contrary to what
you just stated, this is mentioned both in
brief and in detail from the latest report
from the planning commission.”

Additionally, this is the exact protocol
the planning commission had already
followed. On Feb. 15, after finishing work
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on their draft proposed changes to their
bylaws, the planning commission sent a
draft of their bylaw revisions to the town
attorney and town council for review.
The suggested changes to the commis-
sion’s bylaws were something on their
horizon for a few years. It was delayed

had been on the planning commission’s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

Reduced Belmont Innovation Gateway
proposal up for reconsideration

BY REED CARVER

Belmont Innovation Gateway, one of the biggest data
centers ever proposed, was heard at the March 13 Board
of Supervisors Public Hearing, as the last item discussed
that night. Approximately 39 peo-
ple were wearing red, showing their
opposition against this proposal, and
as many had stop sign stickers on their shirts. Activists
were also outside the board room.

The Supervisors narrowly denied the proposal,
5-4 with Phyllis Randall (D-At Large), Juli Briskman
(D-Algonkian), Mike Turner (D-Ashburn), Sylvia Glass
(D-Broad Run), and Laura TeKrony (D-Little River)
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voting against. However, on March 19, supervisors
decided to reconsider a smaller center at their April 10
meeting.

Zoning for the project would require a change on one
of the parcels from, General Industry and Agricultural
Residential, to the Industrial Park District, which is the
zoning that data centers require. The proposed project
in Ashburn is made up of two parcels totaling 110 acres.
The proposed data center space had been reduced from
3.8 million, to 2.91 million sq. ft., while 1.3 million sq. ft.
is allowed by-right, on one of the parcels.

The developers included open space, buffers, and
easements to decrease stormwater runoff. A 19-acre

park on the property was being proffered. The design
showed planned wraps around generators to mitigate
the noise. Solar panels were suggested to cover the roof,
nevertheless, staff along with the BOS were in agree-
ment that the power produced by solar panels could
not approach a significant amount of power for the
proposal.

Chair Randall asked if building this station will impact
the entire grid. Mr. Richardson, the Director of Commu-
nications for Dominion Energy said, by law, they must
power whatever is approved and built. High-voltage
lines currently power existing data centers, separate
lower voltage lines power homes, he said.

The public weighs in

“It’s irresponsible to not look at the power demands,”
John Lovegrove said during public comments. “We will
need 3-4 times the power by 2030. If you allow it to
be built, you’re asking for another 600 megawatts of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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"It started out as a normal outing.
My wife and | had to run to the
grocery store. We were driving
down the road casually going over
our shopping list when the car
ahead of me started to slow down
anticipating the yellow light.

I started to move my foot from the
gas to the brake as any normal person
would do when they see brake lights
in front of them but | couldn’t.

I couldn’t feel my foot.

The car kept moving forward and |
just couldn’t get my foot on the brake.
And CRUNCH!

I finally came to a stop when
I hit the car in front of me.”

This tragic story was shared with us by
Dan S., an Ashburn resident, who has
peripheral neuropathy. And while no

one was hurt in this accident, Dan S. had
suffered almost every day of his life with
tingling and burning in his feet until
numbness set in and he could no longer
feel even the brake pedal beneath his foot.

“The first stage is pain.” shares Rachal
Lohr, Acupuncturist of FIREFLY
Acupuncture & Wellness. “You feel
burning, tingling, sharp pains, or you
feel like you're walking on tacks or
marbles. This pain eventually subsides
and the numbness sets in.
Unfortunately the numbness brings
with it a whole other host of problems.”
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sty SHE GAVE ME
MY LIFE BACK

Local clinic has a modern, medical

|

solution to treat your
Peripheral Neuropathy
and is seeing incredible results!

This was the case with Dan.
“I'said | wasn't going to drive again.
What if that had been a pedestrian?”

It is terribly common that peripheral
neuropathy and its debilitating
symptoms interfere with a person’s
ability to live their life. Dan was now
reliant on his wife to drive him around,
even the simple pleasure of cruising
down to play golf or taking her out to
dinner was outside his capabilities.
And even more common, Dan’s general
practitioner and several specialists told
him there was nothing they could do
other than prescribe him pills that
would ease the pain of his neuropathy.

That’'s where Rachal Lohr and
her staff at FIREFLY come in.
“About 75% of our current
patients come to us suffering
from the same condition as
Mr. Dan,” tells Rachal.

“They’re in constant pain from
neuropathy and it prevents them
from not only living their lives but
more importantly, it prevents them
from enjoying it.

Depending on the severity of their
nerve damage, we typically see
tremendous progress in 3-4 months
of treatment. | like to say we're in the
business of making your golden years
golden.”

Visit www.FIREFLYAcuAndWellness.com to learn more

and to take advantage of their New Patient Offer!

“l can't lie,” confides Dan.

“I was skeptical at first. The folks down
at my pain center told me there was
nothing that could be done and then
there’s a doctor right here in
Loudoun who tells me she can help.
Turns out she was right! About three
months after treatment | was able
to confidently drive myself to
my appointments!

My wife and | celebrated by buying
ourselves a new car! It's hard to put
into words how incredible this is,
quite frankly [Rachal] gave me
my life back.”

While FIREFLY specializes in acupuncture
and it's definitely part of their protocols

in treating neuropathy, the real secret is

in a more modern medical solution called
ATP Resonance BioTherapy™. “This
technology was originally developed by
NASA to expedite healing and recovery”
shares Ann, a Senior Patient Care
Coordinator at the clinic. “It's like watering
a plant. ATP Resonance BioTherapy™
stimulates the blood vessels to grow back
around the peripheral nerve and provide
them the proper nutrients to heal and
repair.”

You can learn more about Rachal Lohr and
FIREFLY at FIREFLYAcuAndWellness.com.
If you're ready to schedule a consultation
call (703)263-2142 and do so quickly.

FIREFLY is a very intimate clinic and the
staff takes pride in their ability to take their
time with each patient so they are very
limited in their ability to take on new
patients.
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The Lovettsville Co-op
Market - locally grown,
community owned

BY LIZ TENNEY JARVIS

Since opening its doors on Nov. 1,
2023, the Lovettsville Co-op Market
has filled the need for a grocery store
in the town. It is not the average cor-
porate grocery chain as a large portion
of their goods are locally sourced and it
is community owned. To date, over 100
local businesses provide products to
the Co-op and they have around 1,600
member-owners — and counting.

In the five months since opening
their doors to the public (members and
non-members are welcome), the Co-op

has established itself as not only the local
grocery store with competitive prices,
but as an active part of the community
with its programs and fundraisers.

The Co-op also engages in community
service such as the upcoming Adopt-a-
Highway cleanup of local sections of Rt.
287 on April 14. To date, the Co-op has
collected 321 bags of litter and recycla-
bles along their sponsored stretch.

How the Lovettsville Co-op Market
came into existence as a brick-and-
mortar establishment can be traced
back more than eleven years. A small
group of Lovettsville-area residents and
local farmers met regularly to share the
bounty of the area and to come together
as a community. The idea to expand
beyond informal gatherings and small
farmers market events would require a
Herculean effort.

The funding would come from grants,
community support, fundraisers and a

grass-roots outreach in order to gather
membership. Thousands of hours were
spent by the resident-based committee
(board) going over architectural plans,
location and site planning, attending
local and county government meetings
and sourcing the aforementioned finan-
cial support.

Lovettsville resident, artist, and now
Front-End Manager of the Co-op, Jill
Evans-Kavaldjian gives detail to the
Co-op’s story saying, “The idea of the
Lovettsville Co-op came about in mid-
2011 when the grocery store nearest to
Lovettsville — the Super Fresh in Bruns-
wick, MD — announced that it would
close permanently. “Pamela Baldwin
was instrumental in organizing, hosted

initial meetings at WeatherLea
Farm, and was in fact the first offi-
cial member of the Co-op. She cut
the ribbon at the “official” Grand
Opening on Dec. 2, 2023.

Evans-Kavaldjian states that the
original Co-op board included Pamela
Baldwin, Michelle McIntyre, Tiffany
Carder, Warren Howell, Katrina Clay-
ton, and Dan Virgilio. “Julie Hatner, the
current Volunteer Chair of the Board
has been on the Board a very long time,
along with Karen Hignite.

Molly Kroiz and Kellie Capritta were
some of the first vendors involved, and
along with Potomac Vegetable Farms
and others launched the Co-op’s sum-
mer Farmers Market for many years.
Originally, the Farmers Market was
located near the Squirkle, Lovetts-
ville’s name for their center-of-town
square-circle, but then it relocated to
the Firehouse. In fact, originally, the
Co-op was planning to take over the old
firehouse once the new one was built,”
says Evans-Kavaldjian.

However, it was significant delays
that led to a change in plans, as the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »
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Raising utility rates by the high teens
is not the answer — neither is annexation

KWASI FRASER, FORMER MAYOR
OF THE TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE

The proposed double-digit water and
sewer rate increase, by 16 and 18 percent
respectively, is unjustified and misrep-
resents the true issues facing our town.
Rather than addressing operational inef-
ficiencies and exploring innovative solu-
tions — per the campaign promises made
to voters by both Mayor Stan Milan and
Council Member Mary Jane Williams -
the majority of the current Town Coun-
cil is opting for a narrative
of blame-shifting, annex-
ation schemes and fear as
an excuse to go into the pockets of our
residents.

The Town of Purcellville’s financial
challenge lies not in revenue, but in better
management of town operations. During
my tenure, we significantly reduced
overall debt while responsibly manag-
ing funds. However, Milan and Williams
together with Vice Mayor Erin Rayner,

OPINION

and Council Members Kevin Wright,
and Caleb Stought, persist in promoting
misleading claims about past decisions.

They ignore the fact that we restruc-
tured and refinanced at a lower
rate inherited debt to benefit our res-
idents and businesses, which came to
us in the form of interest only balloon
payments, and that the only significant
debt challenge lies within the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Fund. We did this while
incurring no new debt and fulfilling our
campaign promises to preserve Purcell-
ville’s small-town character and to avoid
annexation of additional land. We also
lowered the Town’s $61 million inherited
debt by $10 million.

It’s crucial to understand that the
debt we’re facing stems from a pro-de-
velopment philosophy that predated
my tenure as mayor. Despite this, we
took proactive steps, restructuring and
refinancing debt to directly benefit our
residents.

We have viable solutions on the
table. We need to address the $1 mil-
lion in chargebacks (the practice of pay-
ing General Fund staff members with
Utility Fund dollars for support they
claim to provide to the Utility Enterprise
Fund).

We need to utilize a percentage of
our meals tax revenue, which dou-
bled under my leadership, to support
the Wastewater Treatment Fund. Con-
trary to the majority on councils’ asser-
tions, the use of meals tax revenue for
utilities is permissible and beneficial if
we establish a policy to do so. This was a
fact Mayor Milan was aware of and sup-
ported during his tenure on Town Coun-
cil. Davenport & Company, LLC’s Senior
Vice President and Manager of Public
Finance Office David Rose confirmed this
during our budget meetings. He said the
rating agencies like to see consistency,
and having a policy accomplishes this.

Furthermore, the refusal to explore

cost-saving measures, such as contracting
with reputable third-party water and
waste water management companies, is
a disservice to taxpayers. Despite Mayor
Milan’s support for this approach while
on town council and during his cam-
paign, he has now joined his four col-
leagues and proposes exorbitant rate
hikes rather than fulfilling their com-
mitment to investigate alternatives and
make cuts to the proposed budget.

Their failure to define what constitutes
“artificially low” rates and acknowl-
edge the concept of pricing elasticity,
demonstrates a lack of understanding of
economic principles. Blaming revenue
decline solely on lack of growth over-
looks the prudent conservation efforts of
residents, evident in the widespread use
of rain barrels. In addition, growth does
not pay for itself in one time hookup fees
due in part to the large increases in util-
ity costs for materials and town services.
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Some Supervisors May Hate This

BY CHARLES HOUSTON
Abridged conversation:

Citizens: “We must reduce housing
density in the county.”

Big easement donor and a developer:
“That’s downzoning and is illegal. If
you enact it, we won’t do anything
more in Loudoun.”

This person is wrong, and selfish.

Abridged conversation:

Citizens: “We must reduce housing
density in western Loudoun.”

Department of Planning and Zoning,
“That’s downzoning and is illegal.”

The Department is wrong.

Abridged conversation:
Citizens: “We must reduce housing
density in western Loudoun. Every
house in the west costs the County
$106,600 of upfront costs!”

Supervisor: “Big landowners will tell
you that reducing density would be
downzoning. That’s illegal and the
County Attorney’s office tells me so.”

That Supervisor is mistaken.

Our Foes are Consistent. Consistently Wrong

A recently retired attorney-friend
offered to research the issue of down-
zoning vs. property rights. I took him up
on his offer.

He has no skin in the conservation
game; he’s truly neutral. He’s also bright
and diligent, and very credible. Lawyers
in general can argue either
side of a coin, so perhaps
another attorney might
find some counter-arguments to my
friend’s findings. Those casuists are prob-
ably bought and paid for, so ignore them.

Here’s what my attorney-friend reports:

Local authorities have broad authority
to change zoning. This includes zon-
ing that may reduce, limit or prohibit a
landowner’s intended use of the prop-
erty. (Supreme Court of Virginia, Board of
Supervisors v. Carper, 1959)

Landowners aren’t forever entitled to
their current zoning status. The county
is not obligated to grandfather a prop-
erty. If someone who buys a property for
a certain use under current zoning, the
county may change zoning to restrict
that use, even if it diminishes the prop-
erty’s value. (Snow v. Board of Zoning
Appeals, 1994)

OPINION

An Acronym That Sounds Like a Video Game

A landowner may have a vested right

when there is a “Significant Affirmative
Governmental Act,” with the acronym
“SAGA;” he relies on that SAGA in good
faith; and he has incurred substantial
expenses. All three criteria must be
met. The County’s acceptance of a zon-
ing application is insufficient. (Board of
Supervisors v. Crucible, 2009.)

State code gives Zoning Administra-
tors the authority to make determina-
tions on vesting. (Code section 15.2-2286)
However, I have heard anecdotes that
Loudoun’s bureaucrats will accept
almost anything and deem the applicant
vested. I really hope this is untrue. But...

There are some actions — SAGAs — that
lead to vesting: Approval of a rezon-
ing for a certain use or density. Grant-
ing of a Special Exception. Approval by
the Board of Zoning Appeals. Formal
approval of a valid subdivision plat.
Unambiguous and express approval by
a locality. Approval of proffers. There is
some imprecision as to what these mean
in practice. Note that Virginia’s Supreme
Court has held that letters confirming a
use do not count as SAGAs. In 2014 that
court ruled that a “zoning compliance
letter” by itself did not qualify. (Board of
Supervisors v. McQueen, 2014.)

Our new Zoning Ordinance includes
a section that makes grandfathering

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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How much are you willing to pay for “by right” development?

BY JOHN ELLIS

Loudoun citizens’ frustrations continue
to rise as breakneck growth and devel-
opment overwhelm our roads, schools,
neighborhoods, and countryside. And
that’s even before we start to consider
how much it costs us as tax-
payers; which is a lot.

Congested roads and
crowded schools have direct impacts on
County spending. The County needs to
build more roads and more schools and
has to pay more teachers, administrators,
sheriff’s officers, first responders, and
other staff. These public facilities and ser-
vices are not cheap.

The County’s current combined capital

OPINION

and operating budget is now $3.9 billion,
or about $27,000 for each of our 140,000
existing households. This is the amount
the County can expect to spend every year
to provide the required public facilities
and services to the average new house-
hold. And, since the average tax revenue
the County receives per household is
about $6,400, the net cost to County tax-
payers when a developer builds another
house is well over $20,000 per year.

In the coming years, County staff expect
most new residential growth to take place
in western Loudoun. In our rural areas
alone (not including Purcellville and
the other small towns west of Route 15),
they calculate that the current “by right”

zoning allows for more than 10,000 new
houses.

To provide the public facilities and ser-
vices those 10,000 new households would
need, the County would need to spend
about $65 million in one-off capital costs
and over $2 billion in annual operating
costs, cumulatively, over the next 20 years.

And “by right” development isn’t the
end of it. On April 10, the Board of Super-
visors will be considering a series of pro-
posed “zoning modifications” and “special
exceptions” that would allow the devel-
opers of the “Clear Springs” subdivision
on Evergreen Mills Road to increase the
size of their project from the 50 houses
that are currently permitted “by right” to

more than 1,000 houses.

If the supervisors approve these pro-
posals, they will be voting to add to
County taxpayers’ bills another $6.2 mil-
lion in one-time capital costs and about
$350 million in operating costs over the
next 20 years.

Until recently, we might have thought
these kinds of increases in County spend-
ing weren’t a big problem because data
centers’ tax contributions have covered
most of the County’s spending growth
over the past decade. But now we know
that the power grid doesn’t have enough
capacity to supply the data centers cur-
rently under construction, much less the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

FY25 Budget - Bad Timing for More Debt

BY PURCELLVILLE COUNCIL MEMBER CHRIS BERTAUT

Purcellville is in budget season and the
outlook is not good for the town’s resi-
dents. For the first time since 2012, mil-
lions in new debt is being proposed that
will reverse progress made,
with $12 million of our
inherited town debt having
been eliminated since 2012. The FY25
budget is being pushed through with a
lack of transparency and regard for the
citizens who Council Members are sup-
posed to serve.

For FY25 and onward, the enormous
rate increases of 16 percent for water and
18 percent for sewer assume that virtu-
ally all the Capital Projects will be needed
and funded by Purcellville’s residents
and businesses. The proposed utility
rate increases also assume that there is

OPINION

.

OTTER GREEK
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no room for improvements to operating
costs.

With the impending balloon payments,
a 5 percent annual rate increase pro-
posed three years ago by our utility rate
consultants would generate water and
wastewater revenue approximately 585
percent and 180 percent greater than
our annual debt payments, respectively,
in FY25. Changes from these ratios
would continue with little change until
the utility debts are retired in 2040. We
must address rising costs for operating
expenses and the chargebacks before we
continue down the path of fleecing the
residents.

Chargebacks are still contributing
a million dollars a year to the cost of
water and sewer services. The charge-
backs are for work done by General Fund

ALLOW FRESH AIR INTO YOUR HOME
WITH A RETRACTABLE SCREEN
SPECTRUM" STORM DOOR
(@ProVia

THE PROFESSIONAL WAY

employees on behalf of the Utility Fund
teams. There appears to be no accurate
accounting of the work done by General
Fund employees for the Utility Fund team
since the most recently released budget
report showed that the Utility Fund was
charged two-thirds of the amount bud-
geted for Chargebacks at two-thirds of
the way through FY24. This appears to
be the result of charging the budgeted
amount instead of tracking actual staff
hours in the payroll system.

Funding for capital projects need not
come from the ratepayers since there
are multiple Federal and State funding
initiatives for municipal infrastructure
that can be tapped, with new programs
announced every year.

The amount of additional debt service
in the utility funds is about $1.61 million

dollars in FY25. New debt is being pro-
posed for the Water Fund to pay for a new
water treatment plant that appears to be
unnecessary given the current popula-
tion of the town.

There is also $2.5 million in new debt
proposed for treating Purcellville’s water
for PFAS, which are chemicals that Fed-
eral and State regulators want to regulate.
However, they have not decided when to
mandate treatment and how much treat-
ment will be needed. Why should we push
debt onto utility customers before we
know when it must be incurred?

What’s missing from Purcellville’s 468-
page $30.5 million budget? There’s no
mention of the cost to provide the water
demanded by Chuck Kuhn in his Valley
Commerce Center annexation appli-
cation, which will require an almost 50
percent increase in the amount of well
water that must be treated. Purcellville

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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www.LoudounMillingFeeds.com

Future development in Loudoun
must align with our values

Dear Editor:

Loudoun’s Future PAC is
thrilled that the Board of
Supervisors rejected the pro-
posed Belmont Innovation
Campus data center project
this month. This decision rep-
resents a triumph
for residents who
have long voiced
concerns about
the unchecked expansion of
data centers in our area and
the associated strain on our
electrical infrastructure and

LETTER

environment.

We set out to stop the pro-
posed 4.8M sq ft. data center
because the developer was
seeking approval for 4.8 mil-
lion square feet, far exceeding
the permitted by-right size
of around 1.3 million square
feet. Loudoun’s Future worked
diligently to review the devel-
opment applications, and
when we found problems or
errors, we met with individual
supervisors to explain those

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

Let us play baseball at
Mickey Gordon Park

Dear Editor:

American Legion Post # 295,
here in Middleburg is getting a
baseball team of
17- and 18-year-
olds, to play in
The American Legion League,
which will include games
against Leesburg, Winchester,
Arlington, Warrenton, and
several other teams in north-
ern Virginia. Currently we are

LETTER

looking for coaches and players
to join with us in this exciting
new venture.

We were hopeful to start
playing this summer, which is
a great time for interested high
school players, that are want-
ing to tune up their skills, for
when they go to play for college
teams. It is also open to anyone
who just likes to play ball, and it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

A Community-Owned , Full-Service Grocery Store Now Open!

Everyone Welcome. Membership Not Required.

Local, Organic, & Gourmet Options

Deli Service Counter & Soup Bar — Daily 8am-6rm

Bulks Grains, Flour, Spices, Nuts, Tea
Locally Baked Bread

Wide Selection of Allergen Friendly Options
Gourmet Wine & Beer: including Local Options

EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2024.
BRL

lovettsvillemarket.coop

11 Town Center Drive
Lovettsville, VA 20180
540-579-8070

Check.out the latest!{ —

€op deals”
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Just like nothing (else) on earth Old Waterford Road

BY TIM JON

By the time I arrived, they were
all resting — at peace — sleeping the
approximate six feet underground; I’d
driven up to the Village of Waterford
from the south, with a
journey through fog and
dense greenery — not to
mention some incredibly
rough roads — and - quite
unexpectedly came upon
the Fairfax Friends Meet-
ing and Cemetery, as if appearing from
the imagination. I had the thought that
those remaining here (for most of eter-
nity, at any rate) may have numbered
among the lost travelers who failed to
negotiate the tight turns, rugged sur-
faces and innumerable distractions
along the way I’d come - along Route
698 — Old Waterford Road.

This paved, albeit uneven, corridor
actually starts in the County Seat of
Leesburg only some 10 miles away, yet,
to my finding, the distance seemed far
greater, in light of the density of vege-
tation on every side (except - usually
— under my vehicle) the persistent, ear-
ly-morning fog and tricks of light and
shadow adding to the mystery.

The potholes and washboard charac-
ter of the road, once I left Town, were

TIM JON

such that I slowed down to a literal
crawling pace to avoid the worst patches
and minimize the rodeo-like sensations
of the ride. This was the opposite end of
the spectrum from your mile-a-minute
commute on Route Seven, or most any
other highway in the region. In some
places I could have walked faster than I
was driving, since I'm very familiar with
the cost of tires, rims and local towing
services.

Another interesting feature of this
rural thoroughfare is just the sheer
narrowness of the roadway in selected
spots; you’d be doing some serious

Dr. Mike,

I recently reentered the dating
world after a painful divorce last year,
and [ met a great guy who I'll refer to
here as “Jack.” We have been on sev-
eral wonderful dates, and I think there
could be something special for us
together. We’re compatible in so many
ways — we’re in similar professions,
we both have adult children, and we
have many of the same interests and
values.

Irecently had dinner at Jack’s house,
and when we were cooking, I saw a
prescription in his name for Lithium
on the countertop. I'm assuming he
has Bipolar, which raises lots of red
flags for me, given my divorce from a
man who was emotionally unstable.

While Jack seems to be a great guy
in so many ways, I don’t want to be
in another serious and complicated
relationship that ends up hurting me
and my kids. I think Bipolar is a deal
breaker, but maybe I’'m overreacting.
Your advice is appreciated.

— Dating Worries in Loudoun

Ask Dr. Mike

By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

Dear Dating Worries in Loudoun,

You write that you met a great guy
but are then questioning how great
he is because he’s taking a medication
prescribed to people who have Bipolar
Affective Disorder. Certainly, Bipolar
Disorder is a serious mental health
condition, however, with proper treat-
ment and management, people with
the condition can have very fulfilling
and healthy relationships.

In my opinion, you have three
options. First, you could let Jack know
that you noticed the medication while
cooking and then the two of you could
talk openly about the topic. Second,
you could continue to go on more
dates and eventually address serious
life topics with him as you get closer.
Third, you could leave the budding
relationship abruptly, but you may
regret the move later since things are
going so well.

If you learn that Jack indeed does
have Bipolar Disorder, I recommend
that you listen closely to what he says

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

negotiations with yourself, your vehi-
cle and other motorists along these
stretches — should you come upon a
school bus, large farm equipment, or
a member of the equine community
pulling a large horse trailer. Heck, I was
concerned about sharing the confined
spaces with the local rabbit population,
much less anything more substantial.
Speaking of four-footed critters,
you’re no doubt aware of a very healthy
cattle industry in Loudoun County,
and we’re all familiar with scenes of
fenced-in green fields dotted with

Angus and other - mostly beef cat-
tle; pulling to the side of the roadway
at a particularly tight section, I almost
had to duck back into my canopy, as
an especially friendly member of the
bovine tribe appeared about to try to
rub nuzzles. He and his chums seemed
happy to welcome me to their morning
cud-chewing session, perhaps made all
the more peaceful by the music of Van
Morrison on my car stereo. Maybe one
of these beasts was named Gloria.

By the time I made it over the hills and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

“Appleton Campbell sets the standard in home maintenance and

repair and stands by its work. | highly recommend.” -

Thomas C.

APPLETON ;"CAMPBELL

&
PLUMBING e« HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING e ELECTRICAL
Built on Trust Since 1976

571.206.0176

appletoncampbell.com
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Economic Development Advisor position
created to support annexations and more

BY VALERIE CURY

At the Feb. 27 Purcellville Town Council Work Ses-
sion, the town council voted 5-2 for a part time Eco-
nomic Development Advisor position. Mayor Stan
Milan, Vice Mayor Erin Rayner and Council Members
Kevin Wright, Mary Jane Williams and Caleb Stought

voted for the position. Council Mem-
GOVERNMENT Dbers Carol Luke and Chris Bertaut
voted against.

The position would include identifying key goals,
objectives and performance metrics to measure success,
according to the town agenda. The economic devel-
opment advisor would “identify and engage potential
businesses, industries, and investors to attract new
enterprises” to the town. They will work with “local
and other government officials and agencies” as well
as “businesses, professional and industrial representa-
tives to support sustainable economic progress.”

They would develop initiatives and programs to
retain and support the growth of existing businesses.
Identifying locations for businesses to put their com-
panies in town and identifying “infrastructure needs”
is part of the job description.

The job would also entail supporting the annex-
ation process for new development of potential com-
panies who want to build on properties which are
currently outside the town limits.

The economic director would develop and

administer “financial incentive programs, grants and
tax incentives to stimulate business development and
expansion.”

The new position would enable infrastructure
enhancements like advocating for projects “related
to infrastructure development and improvements that
support economic growth, such as transportation, util-
ities, and technology.”

One example that the new person who would fill
this position could recommend vis a vis transportation
would be to extend O Street from 215 Street to Hatcher
Avenue. This is something the owners of the Vineyard
Square project had been advocating for, as they need O
Street (currently a dead-end street behind Magnolias
at the Mill) extended, to dump the traffic from their
development onto Hatcher Avenue.

They would also develop marketing campaigns to
attract businesses to the town in addition to managing
tourism programs and activities. Preparing a budget
for economic development initiatives and “ensuring
resources are allocated effectively and efficiently” are
other essential functions of this job.

Milan said he has been advocating for an economic
development advisor for the past 3 years. “I think it’s
important that we pursue this because it’s been stated
previously that we have a spending problem. No, we
have a revenue problem.”

This is a direct turnaround from what Milan said and

ran on just a year ago, which was that the town has a
spending problem.

He said the town hasn’t generated any additional
revenue “in any large shape form or fashion.” Milan
said the position would benefit the town for the busi-
ness community and surrounding communities of the
town. “We have been designated as being the hub of
western Loudoun; so let’s be that hub.”

Rayner, who is the council liaison to the Economic
Development Advisory Committee, said that her pas-
sion is economic development. She said she has been
“hustling talking to people to bring in business.” She
said part of the new position is “meeting with anybody
who would like to invest in our town.”

“We can show them that process, like reignite
our business process stuff, but we’re the elected and
it needs to be turned over to our team to actually do
the paper work to do the process because there’s a fine
line — where we can only take them so far. And that
is why we need that position because we only have so
much manpower.”

Council Member Carol Luke said, “We’ve had 20-25
years to create a process for new businesses when
they come in town. The whole process of coming in
and starting a business, getting a building [permit]
or whatever you need to have done in an orderly and
speedy process” is what is needed.

Council Member Chris Bertaut said he was “all in
favor of improving the town’s processes. I don’t think
this is the way to go about it. A number of these func-
tions are performed for free by commercial realtors —
specifically site selection and development.”

Bertaut said, “I am also uncomfortable with the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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Milan and Rayner’s
vision of 21st Street -
California Dreamin’

BY VALERIE CURY

Welcome to Purcellville Mayor Stan
Milan and Vice Mayor Erin Rayner’s vision
for Purcellville’s Historic Downtown area:
a historic district containing 21st Street,
divided into downtown north and south,
named Purcellville’s Gaslamp District.
They took this idea from the city of San
Diego, California, where the historic dis-
trict is called San Diego’s Gaslamp Quarter.

In Milan’s State of the Town Address on
March 11, Rayner said they would “liken”
Purcellville’s Gaslamp District to “the one
in San Diego,” a city of 1.4 million resi-
dents and a typical urban area. She showed
pictures of the entrance
to San Diego’s Gaslamp
Quarter - an archway
to a large two-lane, two-way street with
parking on both sides of the street. The
lamps in San Diego’s district are much
larger than the single bulb historic lights
currently on 21st Street — a narrow one-
way street with angled parking.

Rayner proudly declared 21st Street as

GOVERNMENT

Loudoun County’s only
certified tourism zone in
the State of Virginia. This
zone was instituted nearly
12 years ago by the Town
Council under Mayor Robert
W. Lazaro, and it identified only the Chap-
man properties on 21st Street as incor-
porated into Purcellville’s newly created
tourism zone.

At the time, it was discussed that this
zone would entitle the owners of the Vine-
yard Square project to have the poten-
tial not to pay in full for a choice of either
hookup fees, and/or a reduction in per-
mit or user fees, and/or meals tax or gross
receipts for a period of up to approximately
10 years — if council so chooses.

The town would then be reimbursed for
the revenue lost by applying for grants.
There would also be certain regulatory flex-
ibility for the owners of Vineyard Square.

Rayner said she has a vision “to ensure
that Purcellville maintains the hub of
western Loudoun.”

Come to Ketoctin Baptist Church
to Learn More!

All Nature Declares Him King Of Kings

The Dogwood tree was used to make Christ’s cross ... to
this day the dogwood blossom retains the shape of the
cross AND the blood stains of the Savior.

Ketoctin Baptist Church, founded in 1751, offers a

quaint and tranquil setting just outside Purcellville

for those who seeR God’s truth for their lives. We

are a welcoming and inclusive congregation led by

Pastor David Sweet to study the Word of God. We looR

forward to having you gather with us to experience
the fullness of God.

SUNDAY - 10 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

KETOCTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

16595 Ketoctin Church Road 1 Purcellville, VA 20132
www.KetoctinChurch.com 1 703-209-9138

iStock.com/Photo Beto

“The success of a small town, a town like
ours, should be measured how we embrace
community visioning and collaboration,
enhance economic development, diversi-
fication, initiatives, promote local culture
and businesses, and ensure sustainable
development.”

Said Rayner, “This is a shared vision not
only of mine or the mayor’s but that of our
community.”

“We need to focus on that and use it to
promote, revitalize, benefit economically.”
Rayner said the town needs to identify
and facilitate more parking in the district,
“preferably behind buildings where we
cannot see it.”

“We need to promote street connectivity
and sidewalks,” said Rayner. She said 1 to 3
stories were preferred, with a mix of family

Four decades ago, Fuog/Interbuild began with expertise in
equine facilities, such as barns and indoor & outdoor arenas.
Today its partnership has expanded to include grading,
excavation, stormwater installation, and septic systems.

Horse Barns, Arenas, Garages, Metal Buildings, Commercial
Workshops, Hobby Barns, Site Work & Excavation, Butler
Pre-Engineered Buildings, Modular Homes.

>\ Fuog/InterBuild, Inc.

Builder ¢ Contractor * Excavation

n

friendly retail and different
entertainment uses. She said
the area needs a strategic plan
with “resource allocation and
infrastructure improvements.”
Rayner said that economic
development would go through
the town council’s recent major-
ity vote approved Economic
Development Advisor. That per-
son would then also reach out
to Loudoun County Economic
Development Department.
Rayner said the Loudoun
County Economic Develop-
ment Department plays a cru-
cial role “in fostering a vibrant and diverse
economy in the county by supporting
businesses, workforce development and
economic initiatives.”

They would also continue to partner
with Visit Loudoun, which the town has
done for years. “Visit Loudoun promotes
the county and towns within, as desirable
destinations for leisure travel, business
travel, conferences and events, and con-
tributes to the economic prosperity and
cultural vibrancy of the county and the
towns,” said Rayner.

Rayner said the town’s Economic Devel-
opment Advisory Committee will host
a meeting of the historic corridor at the
American Legion located at 112 N 21st
Street in Purcellville from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
on May 22.

Fuog Interbuild, a Class A
Contractor in a Class Like No Other

540-338-2306 | 800-432-3864
Fax: 540-338-3015

P.O. Box 237 ¢ Purcellville, VA 20132
www.fuoginterbuildinc.com
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Here we go again, another try
to annex 117-acres into the

Town of Purcellville

BY VALERIE CURY

On Feb. 21, Purcellville Mayor Stan
Milan, and Vice Mayor Erin Rayner, held a
private meeting with Chuck Kuhn to dis-
cuss annexation of his 117.07-acre prop-
erty. The meeting also included the town
manager, the assistant town manager, the
engineering department and the head
of public works. Nine days later, Kuhn
filed an annexation proposal with the
town. Council Members Caleb Stought
and Kevin Wright have also had a private
meeting to hear about the annexation
request. The reason two council members
at a time met with Kuhn is because if there
are more than two members of an elected
body meeting at one time together, it
would be considered a public meeting.

In October 2018, then Mayor Kwasi
Fraser, along with a majority on town
council, voted against a similar proposal
(The Warner Brook Annexation proposal,

under different ownership) to annex this
property. In November 2020, Kuhn came
before council with his presentation for
possible annexation. At the time Fraser
said that the proposal would be dead on
arrival, as no one wanted it; therefore,
Kuhn did not file an annexation request.

The property is on Purcellville Road
across from the Mayfair Subdivision and
is currently zoned Joint Land Manage-
ment Area 3 (JLMA-3), which is one house
per three acres. This currently permits 39
homes.

Kuhn is asking to change the zoning
to M-I Limited Industrial with 1,274,892
sq.ft of industrial. The uses allowed in
this zoning district would be any use per-
mitted by-right and any uses permitted
by special exception or special use per-
mit, under the M-I zoning district. Build-
ing height is 45 ft. however a building

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

Process begins to reassess western
Loudoun rural uses and standards

BY REED CARVER

The recent Zoning Ordinance Rewrite,
which was adopted in December 2023,
took four years to create.

Nevertheless, the 2019 Comprehen-
sive Plan provided the vision that the
ordinance was based on, but it was not
updated on rural policy. The policy that
was in place underneath the Plan was
a hands-off approach that was estab-
lished around 2001. So, during the
Rewrite, planners didn’t spend a lot of
time creating rural policies.

In the public hearing on Dec. 13, when
the new ordinance was discussed, many
public speakers said it was incomplete
and lacking in specific areas, such as an
inadequate definition of “farm.”

The plans for the western ordinances
will be pulled out and addressed sepa-
rately. That process began to roll into
motion on March 5 of this year. Plan-
ners are going to build from public
input, through the means of stakeholder
groups which are comprised of people
who will represent certain interests, like
wineries, breweries, and tourism.

Staff’s short timeline for the process
is one and a half years.

Exactly what interests will be repre-
sented is an open question. Supervisors
believe approximately 13 total groups is
optimal. Six public input sessions will
be held. Each of the meetings will be

held at both a rural area, and the county
government center.

County planners said this is concur-
rent with the five-year review of rural
area policies, which is a legal require-
ment. “It’s essentially a tune up, to
ensure the Plan is current,” staff said.

The Planning Commission will be a
key asset to building these policies.

In their comments, Supervisors said
they want a broad spectrum of repre-
sentation in the stakeholder meetings,
and they want to reach compromise.

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Little
River) said it was about trying to have a
strong rural economy, while balancing a
high quality of life for residents.

Supervisor Caleb Kershner (R-Cato-
ctin) said he was concerned about the
project. In the General Plan, they left
policy alone, he said. So, during the
ZOR, [Zoning Ordinance Rewrite] no
significant changes were made.

Kershner said, in 2019 the Compre-
hensive Plan was reviewed, and it was
determined to leave the western pol-
icies alone. So, he believed it may not
be a good use of staff’s time. He would
rather find the specific problems, and
address those directly.

“The breakthrough in the ZOR
process occurred when stakeholder
groups, county staff, and the supervisor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »
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Ben Nett enters race for Purcellville Town
Council in the Nov. 5 General Election

Purcellville resident Carl
“Ben” Nett joined the Pur-
cellville Police Department
in 2022 and subsequently
graduated first in his class
from the Northern Virginia g
Criminal Justice Training
Academy in Ashburn, Vir-
ginia. More recently, Nett
received the Sheriff’s Mer-
itorious Action Award for
spearheading an investigation into a stolen firearm,
arresting an illegal alien MS-13-affiliated middle
school student who was on his way to school with
the loaded weapon.

No stranger to adventure, Nett embarked on a
second career with local law enforcement after
more than 20 years in national security positions.
Nett is a former member of the Presidential Pro-
tective Division of the U.S. Secret Service, a former
contract Intelligence Officer with the CIA, and
the former Director of the Military Commissions
Privilege Team at U.S. Naval Station Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. Nett has received a conditional offer of
appointment from the FBI as a Special Agent and
written a book on American history endorsed by
the late Hershel “Woody” Williams, the last surviv-
ing Medal of Honor recipient from the Battle of Iwo
Jima.

Nett’s candidacy for Town Council has been

approved by the Virginia Conflict of Interest and
Ethics Advisory Council, which cites VA Code 15.2-
1512.2, outlining the rights of First Responders
to engage in political activity. “Purcellville is my
home,” says Nett. “It’s where I live, where I work,
and where my wife and I have chosen to raise our
children.”

Nett lists his priorities as reducing the town’s
debt, funding public safety, revitalizing the town’s
many dilapidated structures, improving the flow of
traffic, investing in infrastructure, and streamlin-
ing license and permit practices for the benefit of
new small-business development.

“Above all,” says Nett, “I intend to preserve Pur-
cellville as a small-town community of neighbors. I
oppose the construction of data centers, industrial
parks, high-rise office buildings, subsidized hous-
ing, and other hallmarks of mass urbanization that
invariably lead to an increasingly transient popu-
lation and, with that, higher taxes, higher utility
rates, more drugs and more crime.”

Nett adds: “I'm a pragmatic person. As such,
I fully understand that growth is inevitable. It’s
our responsibility, and our right, to make sure the
growth that occurs is desirable.”

Nett’s campaign slogan is “Mayberry Not Metrop-
olis” — an ode to the iconic small town in the clas-
sic television series The Andy Griffith Show. More
information on Nett, and his candidacyj, is available
at https://nettfortowncouncil.com.

>

Youngkin signs 107 bills,
vetoes sale of drugs and
wage mandates

Acting on 107 bills on March 28, Gov. Glenn Youngkin signed
100 bills, including bills that strengthen law enforcement’s
ability to prosecute child predators and expand Department of
Corrections inmate access to quality health services. The Gov-
ernor vetoed seven bills that would legalize the sale of drugs,
weaken public safety, and arbitrarily set labor prices.

“The proposed legalization of retail marijuana in the Com-
monwealth endangers Virginians’ health and safety. States
following this path have seen adverse effects on children’s
and adolescent’s health and safety, increased gang activity
and violent crime, significant deterioration in mental health,
decreased road safety, and significant costs associated with
retail marijuana that far exceed tax revenue.

“It also does not eliminate the illegal black-market sale of
cannabis, nor guarantee product safety. Addressing the incon-
sistencies in enforcement and regulation in Virginia’s current
laws does not justify expanding access to cannabis, following
the failed paths of other states and endangering Virginians’
health and safety,” said Youngkin in his veto statement for HB
698 and SB 448.

“Today I am also vetoing bills that would implement drastic
wage mandates, raise costs on families and small businesses,
jeopardize jobs, and fail to recognize regional economic differ-
ences across Virginia,” said Youngkin.

Youngkin signed 100 bills which included:

HB 14 HB 55 HB 59 HB 69 HB 90 HB 105 HB 121 HB 128 HB

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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Warner visits Loudoun to support
development of mental health center

BY VALERIE CURY

On March 25, U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA) held a
day of meetings in Northern Virginia. His day started
in McLean at the grand opening of MITRE’s Al Assur-
ance & Discovery Lab. Among other things, the lab will
help mitigate risks to Al-enabled systems. It will pro-
vide state-of-the-art capabilities to support teams as
they implement Al-enabled systems in high-stakes
environments.

In the early afternoon, Warner, along with Congress-
woman Jennifer Wexton (D-VA), delivered a check for

$4,116,000 to go toward the develop-
GOVERNMENT ment of a 24/7 Crisis Receiving and

Stabilization Center in Leesburg on
Meadowview Court. This center will provide a safe place
for urgent treatment for members of the community
who are experiencing mental health crises. The facility
will provide urgent psychiatric care, 16 recliners with up
to 23 hours of treatment, and 10 short-term stays with
up to 14 days of treatment.

The $4 million federal funding received for Loudoun’s
Crisis Receiving and Stabilization Center was secured by
Warner as part of the partial government funding legis-
lation for Fiscal Year 2024 which passed in early March.
There is a 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline that is currently
in operation in Northern Virginia and this has led to a
broader need for crisis treatment.

Loudoun County Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis
Randall (D-At Large), a substance abuse therapist, was
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in attendance along with other mental health profes-
sionals and health care leaders: Dr. Christopher Chian-
tella, Chief Medical Officer, Inova Loudoun Hospital;
Jamie Rice LPC, NCC Aram Wellness Group; Dr. Ramina
Gupta, Medical Director, Department of Mental Health
and Substance Abuse Disorders; Dr Carol Currier, Med-
ical Director, The Williams Center; Rebecca Kiessling,
Executive Director, NAMI Northern Virginia; Dr Bridgett
Whitehead, Program Director, The Williams Center; Dr.
Anthony Crowley, Medical Director, Loudoun Medical
Group; Dr Linda Lang, President, Behavioral Health Ser-
vices Inova.

Dr.Linda Lang, President of Behavioral Health Services

Amish Lawn Furniture
Premium Quality Polylumber

Everyday Low Prices
yaay

New Middleburg Town Hall

for Inova, said that telehealth is vital and “we are
worrying that it might go away.” She said it has
been a key element, and that they use telehealth
to serve “11 emergency departments for all five
of our hospitals.”

Lang said her department is working on a res-
idency for psychiatry in a year or so. Being able to offer
training for learners will open up the pipeline for young
new psychiatrists. She said more medical students are
interested in psychiatry now than ever. They are getting
medical students coming from UVA in this field, she said.

She said her department is removing the barriers for
stigmatizing language for health care workers, and they
are removing barriers in the application process for cre-
dentialing. When a physician or nurse has questions on
forms asking “have you ever received care for a mental
health disorder” — when they apply to work in a hos-
pital, this prevents people from receiving care and is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 »

Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
& Eastern Pa. Amish Craftsman families
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Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.
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55 E. Colonial Highway (Old Rt 7) Hamilton, VA 20158
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stigmatizing, said Lang.

Dr.Ramia Gupta, medical director for Loudoun Coun-
ty’s Department of Mental Health, Substance Abuse &
Developmental Services, said the Crisis Receiving and
Stabilization Center is going to be a viable and alterna-
tive solution for patients requiring mental health crisis
treatment which will include “substance use disorders,
depression, anxiety, psychosis, and the whole gamut.”
Gupta said, “The crisis receiving center will address the
needs of our patients and their families.” It will include
walk ins, ambulances, patient and police drop offs. All
operations and psychiatric care will be under one roof,
she said.

Dr. Carol Currier with the Williams Center for Well-
ness and Recovery said that when some students feel
depressed, they are offered drugs and think they are
safe — and it can quickly upend their future. Some stu-
dents can have a psychotic break using marijuana as it
is a lot stronger, she said.

Chair Randall said, “We don’t talk about the dis-
ease of abuse dependence. Imagine that we’re talking
about an eating disorder, and we talked about the cake,

Sen. Mark Warner

Clestival
Attractions

e Landscape Displays
Built in the Streets

* Plants, Flowers,

Trees, & Herbs
from the area’s
Finest Growers

* Yardwork Tools

& Gardening
Accessories

* All Things
Outdoor Living

GBe Sre
“To Visit

* Rooftop Beer & Wine Garden

¢ Live Entertainment on
Three Stages

¢ “The Garden Patch”
Children’s Area

* Fun Festival Food Vendors
Rain or Shine ¢ Pets Discouraged

Satellite Parking af Ida Lee Park's
Festival Field with FREE Shuttle Service

L to R: In Middleburg; Mayor Roger Vance, Mayor Kelly
Burk, Sen. Mark Warner, Mayor Bridge Littleton, and Mayor
Chris Hornbaker.

or a pie. Well wouldn’t that be ridiculous in substance
abuse? But we do that and substance abuse — we don’t
talk about substance abuse disorder. So, these discus-
sions will start making us — one, destigmatize things,
two, start talking about things in a holistic view and
three, realize that mental health is health, emotional
health physical health, and spiritual health. It’s all just
health.”

Warner said, “I don’t know any family pre and post
COVID that doesn’t have some mental health issues in
their family, so this is something that touches all of us.”

Warner’s next stop that day was a visit to Middle-
burg’s new town hall. This was a project supported in
part by federal funding secured by Warner. He met with
elected leaders and answered questions from com-
munity members. Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Little
River), Leesburg Mayor Kelly Burk, Hillsboro Mayor
Roger Vance and Lovettsville Mayor Chris Hornbaker
were all in attendance.

SATURDAY SUNDAY
April 20™ s April 2P
(10am-6pm) (10am-5pm)

34th

2

FESTIVALL
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Leesburg's Unofficial Start To Spring » www.flowerandgarden.org

Historic Downtown Leesburg, Virginia

Annual Leesburg

LVHS presents Once
Upon a Mattress

Loudoun Valley High School, located at 340 N Maple
Avenue, presents the musical Once Upon a Mattress,
based on the classic fairy tale The Princess and The Pea.
What distinguishes this musical is its comedic energy.

The childish Prince Dauntless brings a warm and
whimsical air to the show. Dauntless faces the “daunt-
ing” challenge of finding a bride.
Only, this task wouldn’t be so formi-
dable if it weren’t for the obtrusive
Queen Aggravain.

The Queen is fixated on finding a bonafide prin-
cess for her son to marry. Every princess that’s asked
for the prince’s hand in marriage though, has been
deemed unworthy by the queen, regardless of Daunt-
less’ opinion.

Adding mischief to the mix, the Minstrel, the Jester,
and the King, act as comedic reliefs, employing physi-
cal comedy and exaggerated characterizations to play
out humorous tropes throughout the musical. Daunt-
less thinks he finally has found his perfect match in
the fearless and unflappable Princess Winnifred — but
will the Queen approve?

There are four show dates for Once Upon a Mat-
tress: April 12 at 7 p.m., April 13 at 1 p.m. and 7
p.m., and April 14 at 1 p.m. Once Upon a Mattress
is a one-of-a-kind show with large dance numbers
and plenty of comedy throughout. Don’t sleep on
Once Upon a Mattress, it’s a dream come true. Tick-
ets available at https://loudounvhs.booktix.com/.
LCPS Students are free.
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Remembering Penelope Joan Duhring

Penelope Joan Duhring passed away February 29,
2024, at home in Round Hill, VA. She was 90 years
old. She was affectionately known as “Penny” and
“Granny” to her family and friends. Penny was born
on January 28, 1934, in Bermuda. She was one of two
children born to Thomas Christopher Smith and Joan
Isabel (Martin) Smith.

Penny was well-traveled at a young age flying alone
to attend Upper Chine boarding school in England and
to visit the United States as a teenager. She attended
McGill University in Montreal, Canada where she
earned a degree in Sociology and History.

After college, she worked as a typist for the Bermuda
News Bureau and the University of Pennsylvania News
Bureau. She married John Lewis (Jack) Duhring in
1956. They raised three children while living in Ken-
tucky and briefly in Hawaii while Jack served as a phy-
sician in the US Army.

Penny and Jack also lived in Toledo, OH and Mel-
bourne, FL. Her husband Jack passed away in 1995.
She moved to Virginia in 2002 to remain close to her
family.

MAKE 'EM HEALTHY AND SMILE!

P CHICKEN & DUCK

4 DOZEN

AFFORDABLE
* HOA Maintenance: s Trimming
s Tree Planting s Crowning
s' Lot Clearing s BulkiMuich
siStormiDamage; Delivery,
SEruning L

Hes
Company ¢
LLC

703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com
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Member Angie’s List & BBB

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

Penny was admired
throughout her long life
for being highly intuitive,
kind, and well-intentioned
with a relentless desire to
help others. She served in
numerous volunteer roles
wherever she lived.

She helped her physi-
cian husband deliver care
to underserved commu-
nities in remote locations
of Hawaii and Appalachia.
She volunteered as a swim
team parent, Boy and Girl scout assistant leader,
school library assistant, hospital gift shop and patient
services volunteer, and she delivered Meals on Wheels
in Florida and Virginia. She also served in many volun-
teer church roles.

Her most recent volunteer positions included the
Purcellville Public Library and the Blue Ridge Hospice
Thrift Shop where she helped manage the original

BY SAVOIR FARE
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Book Nook and helped transition the book collec-
tion to a new location. Her knowledge of history and
passion for reading served her well as she sorted and
organized an endless stream of used books to put them
back on the shelf for readers of all ages.

She was recognized as the 2013 Blue Ridge Hospice
Thrift Shop Volunteer of the Year for her contributions
to the community.

Penny also enjoyed being outdoors, gardening,
feeding backyard birds, knitting, and spending time
surrounded by her family who admired and loved her
dearly.

She is survived by her children Christopher Duhring
(Terry), Susan Duhring, and Karen Duhring (Dan
Sennett), her four grandchildren William Duhring
(Meghan O’Donoghue), John Duhring (Laura), Eliza-
beth Rein (Kevin), and Catherine Boatright (Max), five
great-grandchildren, her brother Christopher Smith
(Alison Rice) of Toronto, Canada, plus two nephews
and two nieces.

A celebration of her life was held at Hall Funeral
Home, Purcellville, VA on March 13, 2024. Memorial
donations may be made to Blue Ridge Hospice or a
library of your choice.

Please visit www.hallfh.com to express online con-
dolences to the family.

PRUNE UP
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your grass is ready to grow
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Rinnai.

TANKLESS WATER HEATERS

Warm water when you need it.
Turn to the experts.

Stop by our Grill Cylinder Fill Station today!
$3.499" Per Gallon Cylinder Fill

*Prices subject to change without notice.

ENFORCE PREMIUM DIESEL

Best Performance Benefits For All Diesel Engines

LCSO and LCPS

to conduct training
exercise in Ashburn
on April 5

The Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office
and Loudoun County Public Schools
will conduct a cooperative Reunifica-
tion Training Exercise on the morning
of April 5, at two school campuses as
part of their ongoing commitment to
protect the county’s
students, schools and
those who work there.
The participating schools are New-
ton-Lee Elementary School and Stone
Bridge High School in Ashburn. April
5 is a student holiday, and no students
will be involved in the exercise.

The reunification training exercise
is the first of its kind in the Northern
Virginia region and is being planned in
conjunction with the Loudoun County
Combined Fire and Rescue System.

The half-day training exercise simu-
lates the aftermath of a school shoot-
ing. It encompasses the safe extraction
of students from the incident location
and the transport of those students to
a nearby school for reunification with
their parents or guardians. The training
exercise is being planned by the LCSO’s

COMMUNITY

School Resource Officer Unit, Criminal
Investigation Division, High Threat
Team, and Ashburn Station Command;
LCPS Safety & Security and Transporta-
tion teams; and with LC-CFRS support.

“No school in our nation is immune
from violence, and we must do every-
thing possible to protect our children
and those who work to educate and sup-
port them,” said Sheriff Mike Chapman.
“The LCSO has been at the forefront of
active shooter incident training, and
part of that is the extraction and reuni-
fication of those impacted with their
loved ones. I am proud that Loudoun is
leading the way on reunification train-
ing as part of the essential partnership
of law enforcement, fire and rescue, and
public schools,” he added.

“We are proud for LCPS to be at the
forefront of efforts such as these. We
take the safety and security of our stu-
dents and staff very seriously. This
training is an invaluable opportunity
to engage in and learn from a scenario
we hope we never have to face,” said
Superintendent Aaron Spence.

The training exercise, which
is closed to the public and news
media, will impact both Newton-Lee
Elementary and Stone Bridge High
Schools beginning early in the morning
and concluding after noon. Principals

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Northern Virginia KidWind Challenge

held at Shenandoah University

Over hundred elementary through high
school youth on twenty-four elemen-
tary, middle school and high school Kid-
Wind teams throughout
northern and central
counties in Virginia
competed in the Northern Virginia Kid-
Wind Challenge at Shenandoah Univer-
sity on March 14.

The entire event was hosted by Dr.
Diane Painter from the Division of Educa-
tion and Leadership at Shenandoah Uni-
versity in partnership with Remy Pangle,
Director of Education and Outreach at the
Center for the Advancement of Sustain-
able Energy at James Madison University.

At the event, the teams displayed their
wind turbine projects or solar run struc-
tures and explained to judges from solar
and wind energy industries the processes
they took to create their projects.

Team members also took a Kahoot
quiz to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of renewable energy ini-
tiatives. The teams were scored on their
innovation and creativity, their projects’
performance generating energy, their
performance on the knowledge quiz,
and their delivery of their projects to the

COMMUNITY

judges.

All first and second
place winners automati-
cally qualify to compete
in the Virginia State Kid-
Wind Challenge on April
6, 2024 at James Madison
University.

All three teams spon-
sored by Makersmiths,
Inc.,, a nonprofit maker
space organization in
Loudoun County, were
recognized for their proj-
ects. La Wai, a high school
solar team, won first place
in the high school solar
division for its water dis-
tillation project.

Vivacious Voltages, a middle school
wind turbine team, won second place in
the middle school wind division. Solar
Flares, a middle school solar team, won
third place in the middle school solar divi-
sion for their rocket launch pad project.

During the day, some parents, KidWind
coaches and their team members took a
solar roof tour of the Athletic and Events
Center, led by Barry Schnoor, Director of

L to R: Ella Pangle, Charlene Mukhambe, Audrey Magill, Natalie
Johnson Quinchia, Liam Jo and Nick Burrus on the Vivacious Voltages
team, sponsored by Makersmiths, Inc.

Physical Plant at Shenandoah University.
He explained that the university now
boasts the largest rooftop solar power
system of any Virginia college or univer-
sity. Learn more at www.su.edu/green/
rooftop-solar-power-system/.

The keynote speaker for this KidWind
event was the former Mayor of Purcell-
ville, Kwasi Fraser, who currently serves
on The Virginia Clean Energy Advisory
Board as an appointee of Governor Youn-
gkin, and formerly served on the U.S.
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Kwasi Fraser

Environmental Protection Agency’s
Small Communities Advisory Sub-
committee as an appointee of EPA
Administrator Michael Regan.

After the event, Fraser posted the
following on LinkedIn:

“It was a privilege to deliver the
keynote address at the Northern Vir-
ginia renewable energy challenge, hosted
by Shenandoah University. Witnessing
the remarkable solar and wind projects
presented by our youth, left me inspired
and optimistic about the future of sus-
tainable energy.

As we confront today’s energy com-
plexities, this emerging generation exem-
plifies, dedication and ingenuity and
crafting viable solutions. I called them
Solution Gen and they are the architects
of our sustainable future.”

G/
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Free Delivery
(order > $35 before 1pm)
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We are currently paving in yo

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested in having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES = LONG LANES » DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS » PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES « GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK = ASPHALT MILLINGS

Maybe you have a bit area you would love to have
blacktopped but you can’t afford to pave the whole thing right
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by
your house just big enough to park your vehicles, or we can
install as little as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!

Free Estimates * Fast Service » Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(371) 255-9187
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Tree of Life Ministries premiers
documentary Unafraid by Ethan Weitz

On March 22, Tree of Life Ministries
premiered a short documentary film enti-
tled “Unafraid” by the creator of Hero
& Heart Films, Ethan Weitz. The film
highlights the profound
impact Tree of Life’s min-
istries have had on the
lives of individuals with disabilities in
Loudoun County through the
story of on one such young
man, Sam Mason.

Sam joined Tree of Life’s
Still Waters Ministry when it
first began as a respite pro-
gram for families of children
with special need. The pro-
gram provides parents with
a safe and nurturing place to
drop off their children twice

COMMUNITY

a month free of Charge, and L to R: Sam Mason and Ethan

soon transformed into one weitz

that included the whole fam-

ily, as parents sought advice and support
from fellow caregivers.

As many of the original Still Waters
partners reached adulthood, Tree of Life
became aware of the serious need for
work opportunities for individuals with
disabilities following high school.

In response, Tree of Life’s Gospel Enter-
prise, SimpyBe Coffee, was launched in
2020. With the specific purpose of provid-
ing work opportunities for this commu-
nity, both paid and volunteer, Sam Mason
became one of its first employees. Sim-
plyBe has been able to provide 30 indi-
viduals with work experience in its short
4 vyears, including many
who have worked at the
shop since the beginning.

In 2021, the Still Waters
program began to grow
exponentially under
the leadership of Cindy
Welsh. The twice a month
events became multiple
weekly activities ranging
from sports and fitness,
crafts, cooking, and games
to popular seasonal
dances.

Tree of Life’s Work Heartily Minis-
try was launched to provide support for
families in placing their adult children
with employment at other businesses,
as well as schools, non-profits, and
county facilities. The program has been

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

HERE WE GO AGAIN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

height of 60 ft. can be built as long as it
is located at least 100 ft. from any lot line.
The annexation proposal is called Valley
Commerce Center.

There would be an estimated 4,297
weekday vehicle trips for the proposed
industrial park, according to a VDOT
memo dated Aug. 24, 2023.

Kuhn had also applied for a change of
zoning, on this property, in the county
to Planned Development Industrial Park
(PD-IP).

On Sept. 21,2023 in a first referral mem-
orandum from Loudoun County Planning
and Zoning “Community Planning finds
the proposed rezoning and development
of a business/industrial park on the sub-
ject property is inconsistent with types of
rural business, land development pattern,
and design characteristics anticipated for
the Purcellville JLMA Rural Neighbor-
hood Place Type.

“The proposed business/industrial
park is not in keeping with the types of
low intensity rural business uses iden-
tified within the Purcellville JLMA Rural
Neighborhood Place Type, nor does the
use contribute to the rural character of
the area.

“Community Planning finds the pro-
posed rezoning request to allow the
development of a business/industrial
park on the subject property is not sup-
ported by the land use policies or design

characteristics for the Purcellville JLMA
Rural Neighborhood Place Type.

“Community Planning cannot support
the rezoning request due to fundamen-
tal conflicts with the land use and land
development policies of the 2019 GP for
the Purcellville JLMA Rural Neighbor-
hood Place Type.”

County planners recommended the
applicant discuss a possible annexation
or boundary line adjustment with the
Town of Purcellville if Kuhn wants to con-
tinue to pursue “commercial and indus-
trial uses.”

At the Feb. 27 Purcellville Town Coun-
cil Work Session, Council Member Chris
Bertaut said that the town has a 14-step
process for annexation and the first step
is a community briefing by the devel-
oper. “No part of the process involves the
developer lobbying members of the gov-
erning body.”

“There’s no need for private meetings
in advance of a presentation before the
public of a proposed annexation unless we
have a town council member majority who
are openly disrespectful of citizens’ desires
as expressed in our comprehensive plan.

“Our comprehensive plan is not a wish
list; it is what the citizens have said they
want and do not want for our town.

“One thing that has come through loud
and clear from that document is the Pur-
cellville citizens do not want annexation,”
concluded Bertaut.
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Learn more
apout native
plants at

Morven Park g

Do you want to learn more about
gardening with native plants? Or
just get ideas about new natives to
add to your garden? Then come on

April 13, at 11 a.m.
COMMUNITY to Morven Park in
Leesburg. There will
be plants on hand to show you—and even some plants to give away.

Our area’s native plants are meant be here, so they’re easier to
grow and more beneficial to wildlife. There will be a brief introduc-
tion, followed by plant suggestions for a variety of growing condi-
tions: sun/shade and wet/dry. There will be plants on display to look
at, along with pictures of mature plants in native garden settings.

The first 10 people who attend the talk will be offered a free copy
of Native Plants for Northern Virginia, a great introductory guide
published by Plant NOVA Natives.

Then after the presentation, you can look around at what’s
available at Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy’s Spring Native Plant
Sale. Four native plant nurseries will be on hand. Browse among the
plants, and you can ask questions of knowledgeable volunteers and
nursery staff.

For more info about the Native Plant Sale, please visit the
Loudoun Wildlife Center website: https://loudounwildlife.org/
event/spring-native-plant-sale/.

Enter the 2024 Loudoun
Arbor Day photo contest

The annual Loudoun County Arbor Day
tree photo contest is underway and Loudoun
County wants to see your favorite tree. Photos
will be accepted through Monday, April 15.
Winning photos and honorable mentions will

be announced at the in-person
commuNiTy Loudoun County Arbor Day
Celebration  scheduled for
Saturday, April 27, at 11 a.m. at the Middleburg
Agricultural Research and  Extension
Center, 5527 Sullivans Mill Road in Middleburg.

Entries must be:

» A photo of a single tree or group of trees

located in Loudoun County

 Original photos taken by the entrant.

 Digital and submitted by going to www.

loudoun.gov/FormCenter/Building-
Development-26/2024-Arbor-Day-Photo-
Contest-My-Favorite-403. High resolution
photos are encouraged. Only two entries
allowed per person or group.

Entrants are asked to provide a brief expla-
nation of why the tree is a favorite.

Awards will be distributed to the top three
photos. Only the winning and honorable men-
tion entrants will be notified. Any of the top
three photo entrants who are unable to attend
the Arbor Day Celebration will be notified and
awards will be provided via mail.

The photos will not be returned and will

Photo of tree in Leesburg by Kari Bennett, Winner of
the 2023 Loudoun County Arbor Day photo contest.

become the property of the Loudoun County
Arbor Day Committee.

For more information about the photo con-
test or the in-person Arbor Day Celebration,
visit loudoun.gov/trees.

The Howard Gardner School

TheHowardGardnerSchool org \ 703 822. 9300
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OPINION: FY25 BUDGET, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

will need to incur millions in new debt to
bring on new water treatment capacity
for wells if this annexation is approved. I
would argue that this should be factored
into the proposed budget.

Is the cost to Purcellville’s citizens in
even higher utility rates and increased
traffic next to many residences being con-
sidered? Why is the Town Council major-
ity complacent when massive giveaways
are in the works for developers with the
costs of expansion dropped onto our
citizens and the business community?
Where is the Fireman’s Field revenue
from advertising, which is guaranteed in
the contract with Loudoun County?

Are the needs of our citizens and busi-
nesses for efficient delivery of govern-
ment services outweighed by the allure of
a quick fix through one-time utility con-
nection fees and a desire to grow our way
out of debt? Using even a small portion
of Meals Tax revenue could offset utility
rate increases, but that would require the
Town Council to enact a policy, and the
town’s management team to find ways to
make their own processes more efficient
to offset loss of revenue to the General
Fund.

The Town Manager has proposed a 9
percent increase in General Fund expen-
ditures. The overall budget is less than
last year. However this is largely due to a

YOUNGKIN SIGNS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

131 HB 133 HB 155 HB 163 HB 205 HB
220 HB 223 HB 227 HB 238 HB 255 HB
269 HB 279 HB 281 HB 288 HB 299 HB
380 HB 425 HB 435 HB 441 HB 460 HB
479 HB 501 HB 566 HB 583 HB 595 HB
596 HB 601 HB 652 HB 679 HB 690 HB
712 HB 713 HB 715 HB 730 HB 763 HB
832 HB 870 HB 898 HB 908 HB 1015
HB 1058 HB 1067 HB 1103 HB 1112
HB 1133 HB 1135 HB 1210 HB 1357
HB 1362 HB 1389 HB 1399 HB 1466 HB
1488 HB 1513 HB 1526.

SB 13 SB 109 SB 111 SB 112 SB 131

SB 154 SB 261 SB 297 SB 298 SB 342 SB
381 SB 386 SB 399 SB 401 SB 402 SB
412 SB 413 SB 424 SB 425 SB 450 SB 464
SB 521 SB 530 SB 537 SB 545 SB 581 SB
585 SB 630 SB 646 SB 657 SB 658 SB 676
SB 692 SB 702 SB 706 SB 728 SB 731.

The full list of signed bills is avail-
able at LIS > Bill Tracking > Bills and
Resolutions > 2024 session (virginia.
gov).

Vetoed seven bills included: HB 698
& SB448,HB 1 & SB 1, SB 696, HB 157,
HB 974.

Youngkin’s full veto statements are
available at Veto.pdf (virginia.gov).

temporary dip in expenditures for Capital
Projects, which will resume their upward
climb in FY26 and FY27, especially if the
majority on Council push through annex-
ation plans that are out of compliance
with both the Purcellville and Loudoun
County Comprehensive Plans.

The process thus far this year has been
marked by a lack of the very sort of gov-
ernmental transparency that residents
have been demanding for years. The pro-
posed FY25 budget as a “lean budget,”
echoes similar statements made by pre-
vious town managers. The budget before
the Town Council is certainly not lean for
our pockets.

There are only two scheduled working
sessions for the Town Council to propose
changes to this year’s budget. In addition,
the detailed department-by-department
presentation of the budget was elimi-
nated, adding to the lack of transparency.

Rather than review the budget on aline-
by-line basis as was done last year, the
Town Manager, with the silent assent of
the majority of the Town Council decided
to make the budget approval process, in
the words of the Mayor — “more efficient.”
This cursory review of the budget leaves
almost no time for public input, or debate
by the Town Council. Why the rush?
Speed is not efficient if it lacks a clearly
stated purpose and direction.

The proposed budget was published
on March 13, with final Town Council

approval scheduled to take place on April
23. The real deadline to approve the bud-
get is at the end of May. That leaves less
than six weeks for the public and the
Town Council to review 468 pages to find
ways to improve the budget. The Town
Manager has demanded that every cut
proposed by a council member be accom-
panied by an offset. This, however, is not
the job of the town council.

There are better ways to find efficiency
in town government. For example, the
FY25 budget adds another full-time
procurement employee to the 11-mem-
ber Finance department, when there is
already one part-time employee doing
the same job. Instead of continuing to
outsource custodial services, the FY25
budget is adding a part-time staff mem-
ber to do building cleaning.

Purcellville often seems to pay far too
much for the goods and services it pur-
chases with taxpayer money. Recent
examples include a cost of nearly
$300,000 for an outdoor stage in Dil-
lons Woods, and $50,000 for a building
air-conditioning system comparable in
size to a unit that would serve a typical
residence in town.

This is not the time for Purcellville to
take on more debt and budget for things
we are not certain we need. Without
enhanced transparency and fiscal pru-
dence in the FY25 budget, I will not sup-
port it.

(i

LINCOLN

SATURDAY
MORNINGS

CLASSES AVAILABLE
IN PURCELLVILLEAT

ELEMENTARY
8-WEEK SESSIONS

CLASS TIMES

9AM-1YRS TO 2YRS
9:45AM -2TO 3YRS

Soccer Stars offers youth

e soccer classes that put the
“-.  FUNin FUNdamentals! HURRY
= LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER!!

soccerstars

o P g

' SPRING SEASON

NOW OPEN FOR REGISTRATION!

SAVE10°%

SPRINGGLIO __—

BEGIN APRIL 6TH!

10:30AM-3TO 4 YRS
11:20AM-4 TO 6 YRS
12:05PM-7 TO12 YRS

CONTACT US: 703-405-4218

GREATERLOUDOUN@SOCCERSTARS.COM

a4

PROMO CODE:
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Beauty and the Beast Jr. is coming
to Harmony Middle School

This year over 150 students auditioned to
be a part of the cast and crew of this year’s
musical production, Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast Jr. The final cast and crew made up of
70 talented 6th and 8th graders have been
learning their lines, songs, blocking, and
how to work the curtains, lights and sound

__I:.l N '{":1..“

"
i

P

s

Back row: Reece Lesko, Mrs. Lisa Washington, Manny
Schwatz-Spain, Gianna Mwombeki, Cole Miller, Hayden
Speer, Addy Rose Peter, Daniel Rechel, Cooper Wood,
Slawhudeen Uslum, Miles Nickerson, Jackson Mclintosh,
Will Young, James Cook, Theo Frandsen, Shaun
Hornbaker, Damien Titus, Atticus Pacheco, Peyton
Thomas, Ella Holgate, Megan Hillebrand, Sophia Porter,
Mrs. Meghann Donohue

Middle row: Emma Swank, Nathalie Lima, Faith Hartley,
Teegan Bauder, Julia McIntosh, Emma Washam, Cooper
Gaeckle, Teegan Tucker, Tess Hendrickson, Arabella
Horton, Jordan Smith, Sean Cook, Charlie Pouy,

system since early December.

The production is truly a collaboration of
Harmony students, their families and staff.
Meghann Donohue, a Loudoun County
Native, and 8" grade English teacher at Har-
mony serves as director.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Alexis House, Molly Den Herder, Elia Paukstys, Penny
Seemiller, Sophia Sauceda, Hailey Barton, Caroline
Osantowske

Front row: Mrs. Jodi Hillebrand, Evelyn Osantowske,
Avery Pugh, Hailey PayCheck, Jackie Shaw, Rebekah
Lilienkamp, Cayden Vannoy, Will Porta, Blake Deputy,
Juliette Mayo, Catherine Mathews, Iris Olden, Ana Brown

Ari Galves, Tristan Gessner, Teddy Retherford, Emilia
Quaranta, Melany Diaz Argueta.

Not pictured: Henrietta Thompson

Photo: Isaac Pacheco

Leesburg native supports
U.S. Navy Helicopter
Maritime Strike Squadron

BY ASHLEY CRAIG, NAVY OFFICE
OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Petty Officer 2nd Class Johne
Jones, a native of Leesburg and a
graduate from Loudoun County
High School in 2013, Virginia,
serves the U.S. Navy assigned to
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squad-
ron (HSM) 35. She joined the Navy
seven years ago.

“Growing up, I learned that you
can’t be afraid to go outside of
what you know,” said Jones. “Lees-
burg is a small-town community
and it wasn’t until I got to com-
munity college that I realized how
diverse the world is. The military
is diverse. We're all from different
backgrounds and cultures. Learn-
ing that really helped me and gave
me a better perspective.”

“I joined the Navy to travel and
to give myself a better life,” said
Jones. “I worked in retail for four
years while I was going to commu-
nity college and I didn’t take school
as seriously as I should have. I saw
the military as a way to travel, have

Mass Communication Specialist 2nd
Class Jordan Jennings, Navy Office of
Community Outreach.

a career and continue my educa-
tion. I also wanted a better life for
myself and my future family.”
Members of HSM 35 fly and
maintain the MH-60R Sea Hawk
helicopter, the Navy’s most
advanced rotary wing maritime
strike platform. The Navy MH-60R
is able to perform many different

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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THE CARPENTERS REIMAGINED

Superstar:

April 13 7:30pm

Tickets: $25 for rear section,
$30 for side sections,

Gold Star

The Carpenters Reimagined

Superstar: The Carpenters Reimagined is an original
docu-musical created with Richard Carpenter’s
blessing! This full stage show features the vocal
talents of Helen Welch. A critically acclaimed vocalist
and entertainer. In Superstar, Ms. Welch does not
offer imitations or impersonations of the originals.
She has taken their music and reproduced them in

a style all her own. Revisit the 70’s and your own
memories of the classic Carpenters song library!

$40 for center section and accessible seating

Franklin Park Arts Center

36441 Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, VA 20132

www.franklinparkartscenter.org 540-338-7973

FILM: Matisse:

From Tate Modern and MOMA
April 11 Tickets $8 plus fee

This captivating film explores the final
chapter of Matisse’s career when he began
‘carving into colour,’
creating his signa-
ture cutouts.
Audiences are
invited to enjoy an
intimate, behind-the-
scenes documentary
about this block-
buster exhibition
with contributions from curators,
historians and those who knew
Matisse personally.

Directed by

In Our Gallery:

Phil Grabsky, run time is 97 minutes.
An Exhibition On Screen production.

Performances The Art of Paper Exhibit

April 11-May 5 Admission is FREE
Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:30pm
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST JR., CON'T. FROM PAGE 23

Lisa Washington, the Harmony cho-
rus teacher serves as music director,
and leads the students through such
well-known songs as “Belle”, and “Be
Our Guest. 7" grade English teacher,
Jodi Hillebrand helps the 15-member
technical crew learn how to work the
light and sound boards, spotlights,
and runs the backstage crew, making
sure that sets and props, are func-
tional and properly placed.

Rounding out the team is gym
teacher Anastasia Kim as choreogra-
pher teaching students to waltz, per-
form acrobatics and for a kick line.

The production includes the favor-
ite songs from the original animated
movie, as well as songs from the stage
show like “Human Again”. Many of the
talented cast members have received
high ranks in choral evaluations.

While the scenery will be familiar,

you will still be surprised at how you
are transported to a village far away.
The dance numbers will make you
want to join along as flatware comes
to life and dishes form a kick-line.
The students, their teachers and par-
ent volunteers have all worked to make
household objects and the castle come
to life. “We have so many talented
kids and they have worked so hard.
We really hope the audience enjoys
the show as much as we have enjoyed
working with them to put together”,
said Mrs. Donohue. So, “Be our guest.
Be our guest. Please be our guest!”
at Harmony Middle School, 38174 W
Colonial Hwy, Hamilton, VA 20158,
Friday, April 12, Sunday, April 14 with
shows at 7 p.m. and matinees at 2
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Tickets
are available for purchase at https://
harmonyms.booktix.net/index.php.

LCSO AND LCPS, CON'T. FROM PAGE 18

of these and nearby schools will be
advising their school communities
about how the training exercise
will impact access to or use of their
campuses. Additional information
will be shared by LCSO and LCPS
prior to April 5. Role players are

being provided by LCPS staff and
School Security Officer personnel.
The LCSO will place variable mes-
sage boards in the immediate area
in advance of the training exercise
to help inform residents and others.
Additional messages will be issued
on social media and other platforms.

OPINION: HOW MUCH ARE YOU WILLING TO PAY,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

many more that are being planned.

We can no longer count on data cen-
ters to bail us out from rapidly increasing
County spending. If fewer data centers are
approved and the tax revenues they pay
fail to keep up with County spending, the
difference will have to be made up with
our real estate taxes.

Loudoun’s foot has been heavy on
the pro-development pedal for decades
and the bills are starting to pile up. The
County’s operating budget increased by
one third in the previous four years and
another 11% this year. This is reckless. It’s
long past time for citizens and our elected
representatives to chart a more prudent
and fiscally conservative path.

Before April 10, please let your super-
visors know what you think about the
tax burdens we will be assuming if they
approve the proposed zoning amendments
and special exceptions for the “Clear
Springs” subdivision, and any others like it.

The Board of Supervisors recently
decided to review the County’s rural
zoning regulations. This provides a last-
chance opportunity to reduce the number
of new houses that can be built “by right”
in rural areas, which would save County
taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars.
Please let them know how much more
taxes you are willing to pay for future “by
right” rural development.

Of course, Loudoun citizens have other
concerns with too much development.
We’re concerned when traffic conges-
tion makes our roads unsafe, when our
children have to be bussed long dis-
tances or because the nearest schools are
over-crowded.

We’re also affected when our wells run
dry because over developments tapped
out our aquifers, when we’re flooded out
because someone denuded a property
upstream, when we’re kept awake at night
by the rock concerts over the hill, when
our tourism business loses customers who
aren’t as attracted by changes in the char-
acter of the area, or when gigantic power
lines destroy the neighborhood or the
scenery we spent our life’s savings on.

But even if we’re only concerned about
our tax bills, all of us clearly have an
interest in how much “by right” or “spe-
cial exception” development the Board of
Supervisors decides to approve.

County supervisors respond when they
hear from their constituents. They hear
from deep-pocketed developers every day.
Please make sure they hear your side of
the story too!

John Ellis lives near Hillsboro. He is the
President and co-founder of Save Rural
Loudoun and serves on the Board of the
Between the Hills Conservancy, the official
community friends organization for Sweet
Run State Park.

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS

For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss

Our licensed adult day centers provide:
+ A safe, social environment with therapeutic activities
* Respite for caregivers needing support & free time

» Reasonable sliding scale fees

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and
limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM.

Purcellville
co-located w/ Carver Center
200 Willie Palmer Way

571-258-3402

Ashburn

off Loudoun County Pkwy
45140 Bles Park Drive

571-258-3232

Leesburg
near Leesburg Airport
16501 Meadowview Ct.

703-771-5334

Video online at: www.loudoun.gov/adultday

Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services

LEESBURG NATIVE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

missions. Some of the most common
operations include strikes on maritime
targets, submarine hunting and attack,
electronic warfare, search and rescue,
medical evacuations and supply support.
“We will earn and reinforce the trust
and confidence of the American people
every day,” said Adm. Lisa Franchetti,
Chief of Naval Operations. “Together we
will deliver the Navy the nation needs.”
“My proudest accomplishment is
recently getting selected for officer,” said
Jones. “In school, I was seen as delicate
and there were people who didn’t think I
could make it through boot camp. By fin-
ishing my degree and being selected for
officer, 'm showing my daughter that she
can achieve anything she puts her mind
to. It doesn’t matter where you come from
as long as you have that determination,

you can achieve it.”

“Serving in the Navy is understand-
ing that we all have a responsibility in
the world,” said Jones. “Those of us who
choose who put on a uniform, we know it
doesn’t stop when you take that uniform
off. I'm a sailor 24/7. It means being ready
at all times, just in case I'm called upon. It
never stops. It’s something I'm very proud
of.”

Jones is grateful to others for helping
make a Navy career possible.

“I want to thank my mom because,
without her, I don’t think I would have
viewed the military as an option,” added
Jones. “Everyone, good and bad, has
impacted me in some way in my time
in the Navy. Bad people have shown me
what not to do and the good people have
taught me what I want to pass on to my
future sailors.”

Are you a dynamic, go-getter with

a passion for connecting businesses
with their local community? We’re on
the lookout for a talented Advertising
Sales Representative to join our thriving
community newspaper team.

Blue

LEADER & LOUDOUN

For more information or to apply:
email editor@BlueRidgeLeader.com

Rid

Today
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LETTER: FUTURE DEVELOPMENT,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

mistakes and suggest ways to cor-
rect them.

We’ve maintained through-
out our campaign that while we
were opposed to the Belmont
Campus, we weren’t opposed to
well-planned data centers in our
County. Loudoun’s Future sees
the benefits data centers bring to
our County such as increased tax
revenue and job creation.

What we have consistently
opposed is the haphazard
approach to data center devel-
opment, the overwhelming size
of hyperscale centers and the
rubberstamping of requests for
Special Exceptions that enable
developers to build far larger proj-
ects that zoning and the General
Plan envision. That has gotten us
into the overdevelopment we’re
experiencing today.

While data centers bring ben-
efits, they also come with many
potential problems: increased
noise, environmental impacts,
rezoning, strains to our electrical
grids, and new transmission lines.

The Board’s disapproval of
the Belmont scheme not only
represents a crucial win for
our community’s well-being, it

also signifies a commitment to
preserving our landscape and
heritage.

Those in the eastern part of the
county have taken the brunt of
new data center development. We
see them popping up within a few
hundred feet of residential neigh-
borhoods, taking away forests,
greenery, and parks for our chil-
dren. Loudoun’s Future’s goal is
county-wide, opposing objection-
able data centers in the east, and
helping fight sprawl in the west.

We believe that Supervisors
heard the objections to Belmont
and were impressed that they rep-
resented a countywide unity. In
fact, the number of citizens at the
Belmont hearing is what flipped
the decisive vote.

Let us all work together — along
with the Board of Supervisors — to
ensure that development across
our county is well planned with
the future in mind.

As we celebrate the rejection of
the Belmont proposal, we must
remain vigilant in ensuring that
future development in Loudoun
County aligns with our values
and respects the needs of our
community.

John Lovegrove, Loudoun’s
Future Chairman

LC-CFRS kicking
off Annual Smoke
Alarm Program

The Loudoun County Combined Fire and
Rescue System’s annual smoke alarm pro-
gram kicks off Saturday, April 6, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in neighborhoods across Loudoun
County.

“During a house fire, you have an average
of three minutes to escape your home,” said
Fire Chief Keith Johnson. “Smoke Alarms pro-
vide you precious time to escape and reduce
the risk of dying in a fire by half!”

As part of the annual smoke alarm program,
firefighters from stations across Loudoun

County are taking a hands-on approach to
fire safety by canvasing neighborhoods at
least one weekend a month from April to
October. First responders will go door to door
between 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. offering free smoke
alarm assessments and valuable information
about fire safety and home escape planning.
During the assessment, firefighters will test
existing smoke alarms, assist with battery
replacement, and replace the smoke alarms
at no cost, if they are not working properly or
exceed the ten-year recommended lifespan.

In addition to the scheduled smoke alarm
canvasses through October, Loudoun resi-
dents can request a free smoke alarm assess-
ment at any time by completing the online
form at loudoun.gov/smokealarms, or by
calling the smoke alarm program hotline at
703-737-8093.

TREE OF LIFE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

hugely successful, placing another 44 individ-
uals with disabilities in employment in 2023.
Alongside Work Heartily, additional advocacy
was developed to help school-aged individ-
uals receive the support they need from the
county so that when they graduated, they were
equipped to reach their full potential.

Tree of Life hit a milestone by providing
independent housing for individuals with
disabilities in 2023. Sam and his roommate,
Mitchell, moved into a two-bedroom home
in Purcellville in the fall of last year achieving
a dream that both their families weren’t sure

would ever be possible. The new housing has
instilled hope and confidence in both young
men and will serve as a model as Tree of Life
continues to expand its housing opportunities.

The documentary shows the personal side of
this ministry by focusing on Sam’s journey. It
includes challenges that this community faces
daily and the impact that support, encour-
agement, and opportunity can have in facing
those challenges.

To view the full documentary, go to: www.
tolministries.org/unafraid, and support and
celebrate these very special men and women.

GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE - NATURAL GAS - DIESEL
INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

FRIDAY, APRIL 19—EAT, DRINK & BE LITERARY!
The Living Landscape—Wildly Beautiful & Resilient

SpRmG

An Evening with Rick Darke—Plant Explorer, Horticulturist, Author & Visionary
Author Reception & Book Signing / Hors d'oeuvres Served / Local Wines & Old 690 Beers on Sale
$15in Advance/$20 at the Door/Doors open 6 p.m.

POWER SOLUTIONS
540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 20— WELCOMING HOPE
Hope’s Garden Grand Opening—Noon

Historic Hillshoro Walking Tours/Native Plant

& Spring Garden/Crafts Market—10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Free Appalachian Spring Concert 5 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
The Furnace Mountain Trio

SUNDAY, APRIL 21-TOURS & TEA

Garden Club of Virginia Historic Garden

Week Tours—1p.m.-5 p.m.

Gardens in The Gap High Teas—11:30 a.m. &2 p.m.
Historic Hillshoro Walking Tours/Native Plant &
Spring Garden/Crafts Market—10 a.m.- § p.m.

We won’t leave you powetrless.

KOHLER. GENERAC

IN POWER. SINCE 1920.

m nscu '?eoc\:lyﬁ)logies“

Quality Generators Since 1927

MONDAY, APRIL 22—CELEBRATE EARTH DAY IN THE GAP

OF:400) Garden Club of Virginia Historic Garden Week OFk N0
?; = Tours=10a.m.-5 p.m. 5‘&
Historic Hillshoro Walking Tours/Native Plant & T \
o . .“r"g‘
E,?,,E;,s e Spring Garden/Crafts Market—10 a.m.- 5 p.m. E”E”mfd i
EVENTS & TICKETS INFORMATION

GARDENSINTHEGAP.COM ~ HILLSBOROVA.GOV
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REDUCED BELMONT INNOVATION, CON'T. FROM PAGE 1

power, which Dominion is obligated to
provide. We don’t have enough power,
so we’re going to have to bring in more
from dirty coal plants.”

Jean Wright said, “Dominion has
shared that they are unable to meet
green goals because of data center
demand.” Loudoun must know more
about the impacts of data, and wait to be
more informed, she concluded.

Chris Tandy re-emphasized the con-
cerns about the fossil fuels being burned
for power.

Cheryl Harper was concerned about,
“more power consumption, more pres-
sure on the already stressed grid ... and
it’s asking Loudoun residents to be on
the hook for paying for it. Loudoun has
been the global leader on data devel-
opment, it must also be the leader on
understanding the impacts.”

Julie Bolthouse, Director of Land use
with PEC said, “This application is ask-
ing for the equivalent of eight Walmart
supercenters, with diesel storage, with
200 generators, ... and two substations.”

Morris Meyer, who works in the power
industry said their position was, “we
don’t have any backup in case the load
expands beyond what we have.”

The Supervisors’ decision

Koran Saines (D-Sterling) stated that
in reality, no options existed but getting
a data center, whether the Supervisors
voted yes or no. If the application was
denied, it will fall to a by-right use, with-
out all the proffered benefits.

“The problem is national,” Kristen

Umstattd (D-Leesburg) said. “If we don’t
change the way we live, data centers are
going to be a part of our lives.” Locally,
she said this data center does not require
the building of an additional transmis-
sion line.

Caleb Kershner (R-Catoctin) said,
“Getting rid of data centers is just going
to make taxes go through the roof. This
application has zero to do with the
western power lines, zero. Approving or
denying is not going to make any differ-
ence in the power grid.”

Construction of data centers will con-
tinue anyway, he argued. “This appli-
cation is the gold standard.” If we send
them away, “the message we are sending
is we want by-right, ugly buildings, and
quite frankly, no environmental, no aes-
thetic, and no protective measures.”

“Now we’re faced with 1.3 million
square feet of by-right data, versus, this
roughly 2.8,” said Matthew Letourneau.
(R-Dulles) “We have to look at what’s in
the proffer package, and what happens
if we deny it, and that’s really where
I struggle, because of the uniqueness
of the site. This is not the place for a
by-right data center. It’s already got its
power commitments.”

Laura TeKrony said, “There has been
a resounding request to deny, and I am
listening to the residents. I believe we
have reached a tipping point. This data
center will create greater stress on the
grid. All the transmission lines feed into
the same grid. To say that this data cen-
ter won’t impact the grid is ridiculous.
The scale will contribute to the need for
additional high voltage lines.”

Sylvia Glass agreed. “The people of
Loudoun are asking us to take closer
looks at the impacts of data centers to
our county.”

Juli Briskman said, “I have for many
years been concerned about the unin-
tended impacts, the unmeasured
impacts ... of the plethora of data cen-
ters on Loudoun County. ... many years
ago, when I was knocking on the doors
of my constituency, residents said please
stop building data centers in Loudoun.
I’ll be voting no.”

Randall said this is the best applica-
tion, they have ever heard. But, “at some
point,” she said, “when do we stop vot-
ing for the single best application?” She
said others they approved were the best
up until that point. “If that’s the stan-
dard, then we will always vote for this. I
would like to really try to discuss diver-
sifying our economy.”

“It does adversely affect surround-
ing properties,” she continued. “None
of these applications are ever in a silo.
I don’t know how we keep doing this ...
ignoring 80 percent of our public who
are making very good points ... So, I'm
going to be a no.”

Mike Turner responding to Kersh-
ner’s claims about the center’s relation
to the powerlines said, “The name is
The Mid-Atlantic Resiliency Line - they
are driving that line — PJM has specifi-
cally stated, ‘because of the constrained
power situation in eastern Loudoun
County, is why they’re building that
line. That’s to power 31 million sq. ft.,
and we’ve already permitted 41 million.
More lines are coming. This adds to that

burden.”

A 600-megawatt data center like this
one, he said, would represent 23 percent
or so of the 3.1 gigawatts that Loudoun is
already using. Turner made the motion
to deny the application.

Turner said the critical reason was
that, “the proposed scale of the devel-
opment would contribute to the need
for additional high voltage transmission
lines, which will have adverse impacts
on surrounding properties ... In this case
the surrounding neighborhood is east-
ern Loudoun County.”

The motion to deny passed with four
against.

In a March 19 Board Business Meet-
ing, Turner said he was contacted by
the developer of the Belmont Inno-
vation Gateway, who offered to build
the by-right portion of the data center
which is 1.3 million sq. ft. They said, “If
you reconsider, we will still include the
whole environmental package.”

“That’s a no brainer,” Turner said.
“The choice is not ... whether or not
you’re going to get a data center, the
question is do you want a world class
environmental package or not.”

“The reason this is in play, is if they go
through by-right, they essentially have
to go through a six-month permitting
process ... if this is approved, they can
begin construction right away,” Turner
said.

The decision was made to consider
the by-right sized center with their pro-
posed environmental package at the
next public hearing on April 10.

OPINION: SOME SUPERVISORS, CON’T. FROM PAGE 4

easier. That was a special favor to busi-
ness interests and is another sad story.

The Courts Speak

Virginia courts may assess whether a
downzoning is based on “legitimate and
rational reasons.” These include social
and economic policy reasons, including
quality of life, environmental concerns,
and inadequate infrastructure.

Since County Staff has just calcu-
lated that each new house in Western
Loudoun has an immediate negative
impact to the County of $106,600, so the
economic policy test is easily met.

Piecemeal zoning may be capricious

and even illegal. This is what started the
FBI investigation of a terribly controver-
sial Board in the late 1990s.

Virginia courts may deem downzoning
to be a taking, but only if it deprives the
owner of all economically viable uses of
the property, not merely that it might
diminish a property’s potential value.

Loudoun Has Downzoned Before

I really appreciate my friend’s work;
it bathes the downzoning question in
proper light. I'm not going to impose
on him further, but there is concrete
local precedence that downzoning can
be legal. Western Loudoun was down-
zoned in 2003. Multiple lawsuits ensued

—no surprise there. The court eventually
held that the 2003 downzoning was ille-
gal because the County did not follow
proper procedures as to public notice
and hearings. It did not suggest that the
downzoning was somehow impermissi-
ble. The County then repeated the pro-
cess, following all procedures, and the
downzoning was approved in 2006. That
downzoning still stands.

Any new downzoning will surely
become a political hot potato. It’s easy
for the politicians to avoid conflict by
saying that the County’s Attorney’s
office warns of the inevitable lawsuits
that would follow.

The Supervisors should not fear

lawsuits over modernizing zoning.
Defending County policy, in court when
necessary, is just part of the administra-
tive process of government. After all, the
County has a $5.2 billion annual budget
which can easily absorb some legal fees.
The County would prevail and the citi-
zens would benefit.

Charles Houston lives on a small horse
farm outside Paeonian Springs. His career
was developing large office buildings
throughout the South. His firm used two
law firms of national prominence, whom
they directed “Don’t tell us what we can’t
do. Find a way that lets us do it.”

LETTER: LET US PLAY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

will be very competitive and fun.

Initially are aim was to begin play at
Mickey Gordon Park just east of Mid-
dleburg as our hone field. There is an
excellent baseball field, with the exact
dimensions of a Major League Baseball
field.

This past fall, the community around
Middleburg voiced displeasure with the
County’s plans of establishing 3 large

cricket fields, subsequently convincing
the Board of Supervisors to squash those
plans.

Not only was the field historically a
baseball field, going back to 1920 for the
Negro League place to play, but had been
an area identified by the Loudoun County
African American Heritage Association
as a place that meant a great deal for their
community.

However, due to delays in deciding

what will encompass the entire park, the
County has decided to continue allow-
ing cricket for this year. We are hopeful
that this delay to bring baseball back
to the park, will be reconsidered, so we
can start playing baseball there in the
summer.

The community is extremely interested
in getting this resolved. If it can’t be done
for this summer, we are still getting a
team together, and will find other areas

to play. The general consensus is, that the
Middleburg community and The Ameri-
can Legion Post, are committed to mak-
ing this work, and are strongly in support
of playing baseball at Mickey Gordon
Park as soon as possible.

If you are interested in participating in
our baseball team, please call me, Mike
Merritt, at 703-728-6925.

Mike Merritt
Middleburg
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THE LOVETTSVILLE CO-OP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

new firehouse is still under construc-
tion. “Over the years, fundraising Barn
dances and membership drives were
held at the WeatherLea barn and other
Lovettsville locations. John DeSaix and
Caroline Ahern led the capital cam-
paign to ask members to provide loans
to the Co-op so construction could
begin,” according to Evans-Kavaldjian.

Longtime Co-op board member,
Karen Hignite says that she was asked
to join the board in 2011 specifically
to plan a farmer’s market for the next
year. She said, “The farmer’s market
was a way to introduce the co-op to
the residents of Lovettsville and meet
the local producers who we hoped
one day would supply a store. And, of
course, to grow our membership. And
so many people are responsible for
holding on to the vision and making
the co-op a reality.

“We had a vision, and we were
smart enough to coerce John DeSaix,
our Chair, to bring his financial tal-
ent to the table and make our dream
areality!”

As part of the original Co-op
Board, Michelle McIntyre said, “I am
extremely proud to have been a part of
the effort to bring a community owned
grocery store to Loudoun County and
the Town of Lovettsville. The process
was long and there were many obsta-
cles but we prevailed.”

McIntyre’s husband, Jim, was a
two-term Town Councilman and Vice
Mayor for much of the time the Co-op
was organizing.

The Lovettsville Co-op now high-
lights a wide range of produce, meats
and cheeses, grocery items, Dairy/
non-dairy, gluten-free products, over
70 bulk items, wellness, wine and
beer. The Co-op also offers a hot bar
with daily soup specials and main/
side dishes for take-away. There is a
deli where one can get sandwiches,
salads and sushi. Everything is fresh,
delicious and there is something for
everyone. No time to cook? Their
rotisserie chickens smell so good.

“Locally-grown. Community owned.”
is the Co-op’s slogan. The fully stocked
shelves of over 7,000 items speaks to
the vibrant community of local farm-
ers, producers and vendors. The wall
of names in the store’s entryway is
testimony to those who made the
Lovettsville Market Co-op come to
fruition. “The last 12 years have been
a rollercoaster ride, to say the least. I
still have to pinch myself whenever I
walk into the store. It’s so much more
than I envisioned and hoped for,” said
Hignite.

For more information on store
hours, specials, membership benefits
go to https://lovettsvillemarket.coop.

MILAN AND RAYNER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

until January after the zoning rewrite
was completed.

What pushed back the review and
update to the bylaws was that the zoning
ordinance rewrite required a complete
revision when the planning commission
received it from a company who was
tasked with rewriting the document. The
company had not aligned the zoning
ordinance with the town’s comprehen-
sive plan.

One of the commission’s proposed
changes to their bylaws is to move the
expiring terms of planning commis-
sioners from the end of August 2024 to
March of 2025 - to get them more in line
with town elections, which were moved
from May to November to coincide with
the general election.

The commission suggested ending
commissioner terms in March 2025 to
give a newly elected town council -
which would be seated on Jan. 1, 2025
- time to settle in before making com-
mission appointments.

At the end of August, three of the most
senior planning commissioners’ terms
will be up for reappointment. The proto-
col has been to reappoint commission-
ers who have been serving if they so wish
to continue to serve.

Aligning himself with a now major-
ity of other council members who favor
growing the town, Milan does not like
what the planning commission is doing
with the rewrite of the zoning ordinance,
and is trying to scuttle a slow growth
planning commission — even though
Milan fought and won all his elections
on slow growth promises, including
promises to have a strong zoning ordi-
nance which would protect Purcellville’s
small-town feel.

At the March 7 Planning Com-
mission Meeting Chair Nan Forbes
addressed council comments regarding
the draft revision of the bylaws and other
commission work that was mentioned at
the Feb. 27 town council meeting.

Regarding transparency Forbes said,
“This is absolutely inaccurate.” She said
the commission has been “completely
transparent in documenting our intent
to revise our bylaws in our periodic

reports to council,” along with the plan-
ning commission priorities and goals.

“Reviewing and updating the commis-
sion’s bylaws has been on our list of pri-
orities and goals to address since 2022.”
She noted that “this topic was on our
meeting agenda as a discussion item,
but in April 2023, we tabled it until we
finished our highest priority work on the
zoning ordinance rewrite.”

Forbes indicated that on Feb. 15 the
bylaws update was “back for discussion
as an informational item” and their
agenda packet led off with “a suggested
motion that the planning commission
forward the attached draft of the revised
planning commission bylaws to the
town council for their review and subse-
quently forward them to the town attor-
ney for their review.”

Forbes said this “should have been
sufficient to allay any concerns town
council may have had regarding our
procedures.”

Instead of council members reviewing
the agenda, the council majority passed
a resolution “that accomplished noth-
ing other that what the planning com-
mission’s original motion set out to do,”
Forbes said.

“An unsubstantiated allegation that
the revised bylaws have significant
changes that will affect the town budget
and that staff thinks it would be prudent
for the town council to have a look of its
effects on the town budget? Please iden-
tify any budgetary impact. We are aware
of none.”

Forbes said that Rayner’s comment of
speaking with legal to draft the afore-
mentioned resolution was an unnec-
essary legal expense to the town. She
said that town council members “can
apparently have conversations with the
town attorney whenever they wish and
for whatever reason they wish; while the
mayor and staff have asserted that the
planning commission cannot.”

Forbes said that the statement by Ray-
ner that the town council “has not been
apprised of any work done by the plan-
ning commission regarding the draft
bylaws update, “is absolutely untrue.”

Forbes responded to Rayner and
Milan’s statement that the council gets

data dumps, and the mention of the
proposed revisions to the commission’s
bylaws are buried in “that data dump.”

“The planning commission’s annual
report of 2022 contained two bullets,”
Forbes said. “One, we will be reviewing
our bylaws which are influenced by our
new election cycle and by the COVID
epidemic. Second, the 2023 priorities
and goals mentioned conducting a
review of the commission’s bylaws.”

Forbes added that the four quarterly
reports also mentioned the commis-
sion would be revising their bylaws — to
include the April 20, 2023 commission’s
agenda number eight which mentioned
this revision as well. “So, this has been
a regular part of our report to town
council.”

Also, Forbes addressed the comment
that the town council has not been
kept abreast of the zoning rewrite. “We
believe this is absolutely inaccurate. The
record shows that the planning commis-
sion has been reporting on these issues
since 2022. We stand ready to answer
any and all of council’s questions.”

Forbes said the commission’s meet-
ings are public and are streamed online
and recorded “thus available for any
member of council to review and listen
to.” That goes for agendas, attachments
and minutes as well as quarterly and
monthly reviews.

“Our reports are usually four pages
which is hardly a data dump,” said
Forbes.

In a carefully rehearsed move in
February, Milan used copies of two
state bills 544 and 304 as props and put
them on the front of the dais, griping
that the planning commission is respon-
sible for reviewing the bills and claiming
it is their duty to do so.

“The response to that is, no it’s not,”
said Forbes. It’s the responsibility of the
zoning administrator and others on staff
to maintain awareness of the goings on
in Richmond that may affect zoning in
Purcellville.”

Forbes pointed out that the senate bill
mentioned by Milan “is not yet signed
by the Governor by the way, and has an
effective date of July 1, 2025.”

OPINION: RAISING UTILITY RATES,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Moreover, the suggestion of
annexation as a revenue solution
contradicts the Town’s Compre-
hensive Plan and raises concerns
about their motives. Annex-
ation, which Mayor Milan and
Councilmember Williams ran
against and now support, will
change our small town forever,
and increase costs to run the
town.

I urge voters to hold Mayor

Milan and Council Members

Rayner, Wright, Stought, and
Williams accountable for their
disregard of fiscal responsibil-
ity and commitment to trans-
parent governance.

Mayor Milan ran on the fact
that the town has a spending
problem; he now says we do
not have a spending problem,
but a revenue problem. Out of
control spending always leads
to a revenue problem.

OPINION: PROCESS BEGINS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

representation, were all in the same room and could
talk through in real time, that’s my desire; I want to
replicate that process,” said Mike Turner. (D-Ashburn)

The western economy is booming, Chair Phyllis
Randall (D-At Large) said, and they do not want to do
anything to damage that. But, there are still issues in
the west around land use, so it needs the update. The
goal is “to try to have balance with as little regulation
as possible,” she said.

The plan is going to the Transportation and Land
Use Committee (TLUC) meeting in May.
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CLASOIFIEDS

Town of Hamilton
Maintenance Supervisor

Part-time; approx. 32 hrs. per week, No benefits,
Starting rate $20/hr, High School or equivalent
(preferred), Valid driver’s license needed.

The Town of Hamilton, Virginia has an immediate
part-time opening in its maintenance department.
Reporting directly to the Mayor. For more
information, please contact the Town at
540-338-2811 or email info@hamiltonva.gov.

Responsibilities Summary:

+ Daily Community Park open and close, including
weekends.

+ Maintain and oversee town properties.

« Assist Council and/or staff with special projects
and events.

« Backhoe and/or tractor experience would be
preferred, if not training is available.

« Communication skills and the ability to speak/
read English fluently.

« Full responsibilities discussed upon employment.

Part Time Writer

Seeking part-time writer.
Report news and activities that
are shaping Loudoun County.

Email editor@blueridgeleader.com.

Advertising Sales
Flexible hours, Build lasting relationships,
Boost local businesses, Ignite creative
thinking, Make a real impact!

Email editor@blueridgeleader.com

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

through the woods and fog and past the
animals and 10 miles of rough road, my
senses had long past exceeded the over-
load stage; I guess this was the warm-up I
required to enter the realm of those long
passed.

The Fairfax Friends Meeting House and
Cemetery — not surprisingly — appeared
like an oasis of permanence after passing
through the previous ever-changing land-
scapes; the worn headstones told a story
of much more history than I could recount,
the stone walls around the ‘churchyard’
simply marked a clear barrier between the
temporal (the immediate, day-to-day con-
cerns of folks like us) and the permanent
(the eternal repose of those who could
enjoy the peace beyond understanding).

No wonder: the stone structure of the
Meeting House actually pre-dates the
American Revolution; I may be getting
old, but that’s well out of my league. Some

of the founding Quakers of Waterford had
initially constructed a log meetinghouse
all the way back in 1741.

I felt a sense of great humility in walk-
ing these grounds, as the property had
enjoyed such watchful proprietorship
for so long. I couldn’t help but wish for
another couple hundred years of relative
peace within these walls — as well as the
rest of the nation in which they lie — with
my own lifetime sort of nestled in the
middle of that timeline. If I can imagine it,
so it can be. We can learn from the past, as
well as the present.

I used the logic from that lesson later
that morning, and returned home by a
much more well-traveled, if somewhat
less entrancing, route. But I’ll remember
the way to the Friends Meeting House and
Cemetery, and the importance of pass-
ing through the gauntlet of experience
to arrive there. So will you, once you’ve
taken the journey.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISOR, CON'T. FROM PAGE 10

idea of developing incentives, it sounds
like an idea of shifting costs from the
businesses to the residents. I don’t like
that at all. I have already heard it pro-
posed to lower the water rates for busi-
nesses to keep them in the town.

“Furthermore, the idea of business
attraction and retention - that’s just
not a town function. Businesses will
stay here if they can afford to stay here.
If they are making money, if they are
not making money — it’s not the town’s
responsibility.”

Bertaut said that businesses are
attracted to the town “based on the
strength and engagement of our own

processes, which we already know have
failed for 25 years to document in any
coherent fashion and adding this func-
tion does not fix that.”

Out of the blue Milan asked Bertaut,
“If I remember, weren’t you the liaison
on EDAC for 2 years?” Bertaut answered,
“Why, yes, Iwas. In that function I brought
forward to the town the nutrient credits
and helped push those through; and that
offset residents water bills by almost $1
million in the course of several years.”

Milan, who it appears is running against
Bertaut for Mayor in the Nov. 5, 2024 town
elections, retorted “And that was the only
thing?” Bertaut said that was the major
thing that “comes immediately to mind.”

ASK DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and ask good follow-up questions.
When was he diagnosed with the
condition? How has it impacted his
relationships and life in the past?
How well and how consistently does
he manage the condition?

If additional red flags go up for you
or you worry that you may be enter-
ing into an unhealthy relationship,
perhaps it’s best to stop things. Or,
maybe you leave the conversation
more confident to continue to date.

Ultimately, the decision to con-
tinue to date Jack or to break up
with him is entirely yours to make.
How you feel about him, how things
are going, what you learn about his
mental health, are the main factors
you will need to consider in deter-
mining next steps.

Given that you divorced someone
with emotional struggles, it’s under-
standable that you’re struggling
with what to do next. Trusting your
instincts, communicating openly,
and prioritizing your well-being, and
your children’s, are good things to
consider.

Dr. Mike,

Our 8-year-old son was diagnosed
with ADHD last year by a child psy-
chiatrist, and while medications
were recommended at the time, we
declined. We’re not big on psych
medication, so we tried everything
first. We tried ADHD coaching, exer-
cise options, better diet and nutrition
and yoga but nothing has worked.

My husband and I (and my son’s
teacher) all agree that it’s time to
try medications. His teacher recently
told us that our son is so hyper,
impulsive, and inattentive at school,
and it’s hurting him socially. Other
kids at school often avoid him.

The problem is that our son is
refusing to take medication, and we
don’t know what to do. We returned
to the child psychiatrist and have a
new prescription, but our son isn’t
budging. We’ve had lots of fights
and meltdowns. How do you get an
8-year-old to take medication he
needs?

— Upset Parents in Loudoun

Dear Upset Parents in Loudoun,

It’s not uncommon for children to
resist taking medication; some chil-
dren are afraid of swallowing pills,
while others worry about the stigma,
or the effect the medication will have
on them and their loss of control. It’s
not entirely clear to me why your son
is so against medication. My guess is

that he is confused, scared and/or
anxious.

To ger your son to cooperate, he
needs to understand how import-
ant medication is at this juncture. I
recommend you sit down and talk to
him about all the reasons why you
and your husband think he should be
on ADHD medication and how that
medication could help him to do bet-
ter. Approach the conversation with
sensitivity to his feelings, rather
than from a place of position that he
must take the medications.

At 8, breaking your ideas down and
using examples would likely be help-
ful. You could point out to him that
everyone’s brain is wired differently
and that we all have strengths and
challenges. Regarding his hyperac-
tivity, you could mention that he has
trouble sitting still and all the ways
that this impacts him negatively.

You could explain to him that his
brain is like an engine that goes too
fast sometimes with brakes that
aren’t able to stop him. Let him know
that the medication will help his
brakes work better, which will in turn
help him to behave better and to feel
and do better. You could use age-ap-
propriate examples for his inatten-
tion and impulsivity, with the end
goal of getting him to understand
the importance of medications.

Helping your son to feel a sense
of agency with the medication is
also advised. You could ask him to
track and journal how he does aca-
demically, socially and behaviorally
each day while on the medication.
Having him write things down and
then reviewing his week and prog-
ress could serve to give him a greater
sense of legitimate control and
empowerment.

If your son remains unwilling to
take medication with your efforts
and guidance, I recommend you
schedule a meeting with your son’s
teacher and other involved school
staff, so that they can review their
concerns with you altogether.

Having your son see a child psy-
chologist may also be helpful. Keep
in mind that ADHD is a very treat-
able condition, and while your son
is resistant to help now, my hope is
that he will get on board with the
right kind of care and support.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr.
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in
private practice. He can be reached
at 703-723-2999, and is located

at 44095 Pipeline Plaza Suite 240,
Ashburn.

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our @
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing

complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email — fair housing@dporvirginia.gov; web: www.fairhousingvipnet.org.
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SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding.
This guy is a hard worker and does it
right the first time.” Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

(703) 727-9826

Licensed & Insured

* Bobcat Services *
* Gravel Driveway Repair *

540-822-9011

& STONE DUST « MULCH & TOPSOIL &« SAND =
= LIGHT GRADING =« GRAVELING =
» DRAINAGE SOLUTITONS « BACKHOE WORK «

w Prices

Double Shredded Hardwood Mulch,
Colored Mulch, Compost, Wood Chips,
White Carpet Mulch and Decorative Gravel.

703-450-4758

www.vagroundcovers.com

wua LET US HELP YOU
” .:_C{{ mmar L RRY YOUR LOAD! 21585 Cascades Pkwy, Sterling
}?@V —— www.bramhalltrucking.com Pick Up or Delivery
Mark Malan 30 Years of Experience Tax ReSOI ut ion serVi ces
(540) 751-8456 L;:Z(EEZSE:'{ :,'\‘IIS:;;: Tax Season is almost here

Experience the Difference §
Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up

www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

AQS CONTRACTING

A

AMERICAN E9* s
MERICAN E#*=
QUALITY STEEL i .
571-505-5565 « WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Commercial and Residential We Come To You.

SAME DAY
COMPUTER
REPAIR
Premier Computer Repairs SERVICE
Nigel Preece AVAILABLE

571.209.8250 | info@PremiercomputerRepairs.com
www.premiercomputerrepairs.com

o !:Cﬁ'rcl te We Are The Key To Solving

Your IRS Debts

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

LYNNE McCABE

TEAM

SAMSOMN

PROPERTIES

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
Phone: 571-242-0232

lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

T T e _n y .:,'I' ..é_‘-

Lovestoryhomes.com

Selling Seven West

703-431-4192
anelEmmuninCarter BraxtonProperiss.com
05 Madinan
/ Middleturg, VA 2007
Proud SPONSOR g, CARTER BRAXTON
Buchanan Hall iy -

Farmers Market STAGE!

-,E_E- j &

Lydia Clark

| (M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

House Calls

Contracting LLC

From the

design stage of
remodeling,

or room addition, to

the finished product 0
all in one company.

If you don’t like something we did, tell us.
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898

www.HouseCallsContracting.com
HCCLLC2@gmail.com

Va. Class A License #2705170117 - Bonded, Insured

REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL UP TO 100%

Property Tax Cre -
Guaranteed Returnon

o

LINDA CULBERT
REALTOR®
Associate Broker
ABR
1y Purccllville Gateway Dirive
Suite 100 B
Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: T03-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620
linda.culbertiz longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

"+, LONG &FOSTER

——REAL ESTATE

fIS BE
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SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

MARY WISKER
REALTOR®, ABR/SFR
Multi=Million Daollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DO

508 E. Market 51,
Lecsburg VA 20176

Office: TO3-777-29040
Mory. Wiskera LNF.com
www MaryWisker.com

LONG &FOSTER ~ Forbes
e

Specializing in Native and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly

EST. ¥

ABERNETHY
(OSPENCER

18035 Maple Ave./Lincoln Rd.,
Purcellville, VA 20132
540-338-9118
www.abernethyspencer.com
info@abernethyspencer.com

Plants, Tree & Shrubs

Pottery, Gloves,
Tools & Statuary

Flowering Pots & Gifts

Loudoun County's
Oldest Greenhouse

NGDALE VILLAGE |
CIRCA1832

WWW.SPRINGDALEVILLAGEINN.COM
1838 LincoLN RoaD, PURcCELLVILLE, VA 20132
PHoNE: 540-751-8686 < TexTt: 540-550-2010

B.R.MIDDLETON

| | | |CONCRETE
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

- DRIVEWAYS - EXPOSED AGGREGATE
-« PATIOS - FOOTINGS - SLABS
« STAMPED CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates « PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 - Cell: 703-795-5621

MIDDLEBURG ATOKA
REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES

Call Marcy for your Real Estate needs
Full-Time, Local Experience since 1993

e L

MARCY
CANTATORE

Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WY
540-533-7453
www.MarcyC.com
MarcyC@MarcyC.com
Facebook@MarcyCantatore Instagram@MarcyCSells

Q Atoka Properties 115 N 21st 5t Purcellville, VA 20132 .

=

mall, We Handle Them All!
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling + Deck Maintenance
Plumbing + Electrical + Tile * Drywall + Painting + Roofing + Snow Removal
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

540.683.0470 ...

&“Am vourhandymanservicel@gmail.com &mwsuren

Tree Experts For Over:30,Years
Family Owned & Operated

940-533-8092

Call Brian Today!

A COMPLETE TREE AND LANDSCAPE COMPE
Grading - Masonry - Patios - Retaining / Stone Walks - Lot Cleaning - 3

Nerth’s CustoniMasonry

""-F_Iire Pit_-'-;, Fireplaces;# '
= Chimneys, Columns’ &
L £ acf # ~-Stonework

Free Estimates ~ Licensed & Insured - Angie’s List Member - Member BBB

g ; i Retainin
BlLb o). ipmi ningand
g 5 _SDecorative Walls,

Targeting

Loudoun County?
Reach local readers.

Email for more
* info: advertise@
' blueridgeleader.com

LOUDOUN COUNTY
+ MILLING ¥

Feeding Loudoun County Over 100 Years!
HAY.STRAW: FENCING

ww Bulk MulcheTop Soil « Sands » Gravels rm’
E, Landscaping Stone » Erasion Control N i
% Nutrena

Culverts, ete.
T 540-338-7161 Povmcaan

www.loudounmillingfeeds.com

TARTER

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
In-Home Vacation Pet Care
Joe Pillera
(703) 867-7158
virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

SPECIAL
CLEANING
SERVICE

Weekly « Bi-weekly « Monthly or Just One Time!
FREE ESTIMATES - GREAT REFERENCES!
Call Maria Today!

703.477.1228
CallMariaToday@gmail.com

/

é©

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & bushogs
Blade Sharpcning & Maintenance
oil Changcs | Grcasing[ RePairs

Sharl:) Blades

|
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Erie
Insurance’

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto - Home - Business - Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 » Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Free estimates - Mobile service
Licensed B Insured ~ Home
Commercial Elass Replacement

HACKNEY GLASS
a71.620.2637

lommy Hackney
hackneyglass@gmail.com

Paeanian Springs, Ya.

Mowing

Fertilizing

Aerating

Seeding

Spring & Fall Cleanup
Mulching

Leaf Removal

Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

GRASS«ORKS

Brian W. Ebelhare
703 989-1472
GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Locally owned and operated

EXCAVATING

We specialize in pond/lake installation & repair,

equestrian riding arenas, gravel road/driveway
installation & repair, land clearing, grading,
pad sites, basement dig outs, and more.

LOCAL | AWARD-WINNING | LICENSED | INSURED
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> e Sz =5
WiLp\Woob
LANDSCAPE

DESIGN » BUILD » MAINTAIN

COME SEE US AT THE LEESBURG GARDEN & FLOWER SHOW
APRIL 20-21

FEATURING SOAKE® POOLS

ESIGN BUITIL MAINTAIN

CALL US AT 540.338.7190 FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

200 EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA 20132
WILDWOODLANDSCAPE.COM




M _ Bluemont- 40 mile views of Loudoun
Valley. Main Estate Home circa 1920. Guest
House & 5 Stall Barn. $1,799,000.

™ _ NEW CONSTRUCTION Lovettsville- —#_ Clarke County- Mark Twain said, "Buy I Lovettsville- 45 South Loudoun St-
5 beds/5 full baths. No HOA! 1 lot is still Land. They're not making any more of it!” Fabulously Restored! Charm & Character.
available. 130 Acres, potential for 5 lots. $1,495,000. 4 beds/3 baths. Listed for $799,000.

Are you receiving our bi-weekly Can you find room in your
‘,
newsletter? We include Community ETGENTL TS (NPIEE B3 WG

) have paid for Stella's adoption
News & Events, Coming Soon Homes, wow fee at the Loudoun County

Videos and MORE! Go to our website ljzlgase Humane Society- please email:
) opt
onthemarketloudoun.com to subscribe! Me! adoptions@humaneloudoun.org

Sam Fisher Curt Schaber
Principal Broker . Realtor®

Bluemont Resident On The Market Properties | Bluemont, VA Round Hill Resident
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA schabercurt@yahoo.com

n @l m m @onthemarketloudoun g @onthemarketprop @
E




