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BY REED CARVER 

On Feb. 8, two development compa-
nies pitched applications to the Loudoun 
County Planning Commission.

The first, Innovation 
Gateway, applied to build 
a combination commu-

nity park, residences and two data centers 
in the Urban Transit Center Place Type. 
This project would require re-zoning.

The second, Arcola Farms, applied to 
build a dense neighborhood in the Tran-
sition Policy Area, at the intersection of 
Evergreen Mills and Ryan Road.

The Commissioners unanimously 
rejected the first application, but passed 
the second 6-2, with conditions. Michelle 
Frank (Chair-Broad Run) and Ad Barnes 
(Leesburg) gave the opposing votes.  

The Innovation Gateway application 
totals approximately 29 acres, with about 
two-thirds or 700,000 sq. ft. for data center 
usage. The site is in Sterling, at the corner 
of Rt. 28 and Old Ox Road. The applicant 
also requested an increase in housing den-
sity from 0.6 Floor Area Ratio (FAR) to 1.0 

FAR. Used to analyze density, FAR is calcu-
lated using the floor area of buildings on 
the lot divided by the total area of the lot.

Staff recommended denial on the first 
application because non-residential uses 
so close to transit areas are inconsistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan.

The only public comments were from 
Tia Earman, with PEC. “We cannot support 
more data centers; we highly recommend 
rejecting this request,” she said, referring 
to the demand such a project would place 
on the grid. If this were built, the precious 
land could not be used for Urban Transit 
Centers, nor would it have residential uses, 
said Earman. 

“This is trying to density-pack data 
centers,” Earman added. “We [PEC] won-
der how reducing green and open spaces 
serves our community.” The proposal was 
in direct opposition to the goals of the 
Comprehensive Plan, she said.

Tony Calabrese, representing the appli-
cant, said construction measures would be 
taken to reduce noise from data centers. 
He said there would be a park with trails 
next to the apartments. The company 
modified their proposal several times to 
create a compromise, he noted.

Nevertheless, “if this happens, this will 
be doomed to be an area filled with data 
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BY VALERIE CURY

At the Purcellville Town Council meet-
ing on Feb. 13, Mayor Stan Milan made 
another about-face from issues he ran on 
just a year ago. From his commitment to 

removing the Northern 
Collector Road from the 
Town Wide Transpor-

tation Plan, to Rt. 7/690, to not working 
out deals with developers like the devel-
oper of Vineyard Square, to complaining 
about the Planning Commission and its 
council  liaison – these issues were all 
discussed.

In the citizen comments portion of the 
meeting Chair of the Planning Commis-
sion Nan Forbes said she was speaking “in 

regard to the change of the Town Council 
liaison to the planning commission.”

The council new majority wants to 
change the makeup of the planning com-
mission as the zoning ordinance they 
were working on will shape the town into 
the future. They want a more favorable 
ordinance with more lax restrictions for 
developers, higher building heights and 
more density.

Forbes pointed out that unlike “a lot 
of the Committees Commissions and 
Boards, the planning commission is a 
creature of statute – a creature of the Vir-
ginia code and certainly our assumption 
is that town council first wishes to com-
ply with state law and the town code.”

“This law is not a suggestion to be 
disregarded if the governing body and 
the town is so inclined. I would ask 
you to look at the Virginia code section 
15.2212.”

“The first has to do with the term of 
office and what the Virginia statute says 
is that one member of the planning com-
mission may be a member of the gov-
erning body.” Said Forbes, “We have a 
member of our governing body – a mem-
ber of the town council.”

She said the code states that the term 
of the member of the town council “shall 
be coexistent with the term of office to 
which he has been elected or appointed, 
unless the governing body at the first 

Purcellville Mayor Stan Milan  
makes another big about-face
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Commissioners reject data center/residential combo

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. 
My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. 
How much money we would have saved.”

—Caroline T.

“The Hunt Country staff is friendly, professional, 
knowledgeable and genuinely cared that I gave them 
my business. Their prices are consistently lower 
than their competitors.”                          —Ed, Leesburg
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regular meeting each year appoints 
someone else.”

Forbes said the town code “also indi-
cates that one of the members who may 
be a member of town council whose term 
of office shall correspond to his official 
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But accept dense 
housing in the 
Transition Policy Area

Happy Easter



2	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 MARCH 2024



BY LIZ TENNEY JARVIS

In celebration of their 35th Anniver-
sary, Arts For All-Loudoun will revive 
the musical The Wizard of Oz. This is the 
same show that started decades of the-
atrical productions by the organization 
featuring individuals with disabilities. 

It was brought to Loudoun in 1989 
after Cindy Welsh saw a presentation 
of Very Special Arts, sponsored by the 
Kennedy Foundation.  Welsh, then Rec-
reation Supervisor for Loudoun’s Parks, 
Recreation and Community Ser-
vices,  immediately said to herself, “I’m 
going to start this program in Loudoun 
County.”

Welsh says that coincidentally at 
around the same time, the County’s Spe-
cial Needs Summer Camp was coming to 
a close. They had planned for the pro-
duction of The Wizard of Oz at the end 
of camp and Very Special Arts took off 
from there. 

Welsh’s daughter, Lauren, was cast 
in the show as the little dog Toto with 
Welsh saying, “I shadowed her with 
the supportive role of ‘barking’.”  In a 
full circle moment, Lauren will be part 
of the cast in this year’s The Wizard 
of Oz.  Welsh states that in those early 
days, “we soon realized that we needed 
an individual that would be in charge of 
the growth of VSA and take it to the next 
level, and I knew no one but Alice Power 
would fit the job.”

VSA’s The Wizard of Oz is described by 
Alice Power as, “the first production done 
with so little beyond dreams!”  Power 
says there was no money so the cos-
tumes, set and production know-how 
were based just on the drive to do the 
best they could. 

“I had been doing some children’s 
theatre at the community center [Pur-
cellville] so she [Welsh] convinced me 
I could pull it off. We settled on The 
Wizard of Oz because it was everyone’s 
favorite story!” exclaims Power.  

According to Power,  everyone in the 
cast had some kind of challenge but 
from the very beginning there were 
always supportive people to make sure 
that all could participate. “I was flying 
by the seat of my pants but there was 
such a beautiful spirit about the show 
that it could not help but be successful,” 
said Power.  

Welsh reflects on 35 years saying, 
“VSA became so important to so many 
parents.  The smiles and fun that all the 

participants had made everything possi-
ble for the desire to grow. Seeing the cast 
perform on stage made all the hard work 
worthwhile as the love, kindness and 
support glowed in each and every actor/
actress and the smiles on their faces 
couldn’t have been replaced.” 

Welsh sums up her sentiments 
by expressing that bringing VSA to 
Loudoun County was one of the best 
things that ever happened to enhance 
the lives of Individuals with Disabilities 
in Loudoun.

Kellie Goossens, Arts For All Program-
ming Specialist II, and volunteer Coor-
dinator has been involved with VSA/AFA 
for the past 19 years. “I have seen lives 
change by being a part of this organi-
zation. This is not just a place for indi-
viduals with disabilities to spend time 
in an inclusive environment – it’s much 
more,” said Goossens.  

She states that throughout AFA’s 
35 years and to this day, friendships 
are made while supporting each other 
through teamwork on stage, self-con-
fidence is boosted, and calculated risks 
are taken by the Artistic Team to chal-
lenge their actors to act, sing and dance 
more, and try something new, in a safe, 
friendly environment. Goossens’ daugh-
ter, Amanda Barr, was also involved over 
the years and she knew that theatre was 
the place for her.

Barr’s journey with VSA/AFA reflects 
many similar stories as told by Loudoun 
families participating in the non-profit’s 
35-year history.  Barr started 18 years 
ago when she was 10 years old. She said 
she continued to grow with the program 
and after performing for a few years, she 
moved on to be part of the backstage 
crew and then stage manager for Char-
lotte’s Web and Winnie The Pooh. 

Involvement in the program is contin-
uous for many participants and famil-
iar cast members will appear year after 
year.  Barr decided to further her stage 
experiences by attending Radford Uni-
versity and graduating in 2018 with her 
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for the project’s advancement, not fully 
aware of the new design change implica-
tions or of the County’s flood plain plans. 
As we learned more about the floodplain 
encroachment and potential damage to 
homes and the South Fork of the Cato-
ctin Creek, along with increased traffic 
from an eastbound ramp, I reevaluated 
my position on the proposal. I sought 
input from the community, transporta-
tion experts, and more information from 
the County. I expressed concern about 
the increasing fast-tracking without due 
diligence. 

The County continued to make claims 
of reduced congestion, even while data 
from their hired experts warned of 
dangers. As such, I do not support the 
recent irresponsible decision by Mayor 
Stan Milan, and Council Members Caleb 
Stought, Kevin Wright, Mary Jane Wil-
liams, and Erin Rayner. Their support 
is without updated studies and fully 
transparent disclosure of its impact 

on Purcellville and Western Loudoun 
County. 

Unfortunately, Mayor Milan avoided 
addressing my questions that were sub-
mitted for the Public Hearing and instead 
sent out an email misrepresenting my 
past support as current support. He com-
pletely disregarded my inquiries. Here 
are my unanswered questions:

•	 Does the Town or the County have 
any professional estimate of the 
increase in the number of trucks 
coming to Purcellville from the 
west via the future eastbound 
ramp on the 7/690 Interchange 
with access to Hirst Road and 
Berlin Turnpike, leading to the 
truck station behind the Catholic 
Church?

•	 What impact is anticipated on 
Berlin Turnpike and Rt. 7 from 
the expected rise in truck traffic 
originating from the west?

•	 What percentage increase in 

flooding is projected during and 
post-construction of the 7/690 
Interchange?

•	 Where can I access an analysis 
detailing the environmental 
impact on nearby homes resulting 
from the construction of the 7/690 
Interchange within the floodplain?

•	 Is there a potential for increased 
flood risk from the interchange’s 
construction that might expose 
the Town to legal action from 
affected communities?

•	 How is the 7/690 Interchange 
expected to alleviate congestion 
on Main Street and Berlin 
Turnpike in Purcellville?

•	 Was the removal of Lot 74 (601 
N 21st Street) from the Town 
Map and tax roll to facilitate the 
interchange’s construction subject 
to a public hearing? If not, what 
determined this decision?

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

Time to nerd out a bit.
At the end of this piece there’s a two or three-line, italicized 

bio. Yes, I was a developer and yes, I handled millions of square 
feet of major office buildings, from Miami to Louisville, and 
from New Orleans to Richmond. My biggest building was 1.2 
million square feet, the tallest was 40 floors. Each of them was 

for a Fortune 50 firm. Doing that meant working 
with planning and zoning staffs on every project, 
and often digging deeply into many zoning codes.

Now, years later, I’ve finally understood a fundamental flaw 
in almost every zoning ordinance I’ve read. Including ours.

The Law vs. The Map

Zoning has two components – a code or ordinance, and a 
zoning map. In practice, public debate has always seemed to be 
about the ordinance or about making a one-parcel change in 
the zoning map. Preparing the zoning map is generally done by 
planning and zoning bureaucrats. 

Perhaps elsewhere there are public hearings and comments 
about a zoning map, but I don’t think that happens in Loudoun. 
So, what does happen? Here’s my educated guess:

County Staff looks at a map of the county, finds swaths of land 
that seem to share common characteristics, and anoints them 
with the same zoning classification. Thus, almost all of western 
Loudoun’s 230,000 acres are labeled ARN for the northern part 
or ARS for the southern part. (“AR” means “Agricultural Rural” 
and N is for the northern part of the county while S is for the 
southern area.) Aside from different allowable densities, these 
two areas have essentially the same zoning.

BY JOHN LOVEGROVE

When you think about Loudoun County and why you set-
tled here, what comes to mind? Is it the Western Loudoun 
countryside filled with horses, rich Fall foliage and sweeping 
views? Is it the vibrant economy of Eastern Loudoun, the state-

of-the-art schools, or the beautiful suburbs and 
mixed-use communities? For members of our 
Political Action Committee, Loudoun’s Future, 

our mission is to protect all of these advantages that make 
our county such a wonderful place to live.

But what happens when overdevelopment encroaches on 
our way of life, East and West? This is exactly what’s happen-
ing as the Board of Supervisors debates rezoning parts of our 
County for a data center at the Belmont Campus on the west 
side of Belmont Ridge Road south of Route 7.

The zoning of the property’s 111 acres is as follows: 41.5 
acres zoned PD-IP for Industrial Park, 15 acres zoned PD-GI 
for General Industry, and 54.5 acres zoned A3 for Agricutural 
or Residential use. 

Data Centers are allowed on the PD-GI and PD-IP parcels. 
That means 56.5 acres are available, by right, for data centers. 
The developer can build a 1,344,150 sq. ft. data center on this 
land and is within his rights to do so. We have no argument 
with that, if we have the power capacity for the facility. But 
the applicant, through a requested zoning change and special 
exception, asks for more than three times the size of what he 
is allowed. 

At the next Board meeting on March 13, our elected officials 

Our Zoning is 
Fundamentally Flawed

Just Say No to the 
Second Largest Data 
Center in the Country
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BY KWASI FRASER

Citizens of Purcellville, let me clarify 
my position on the Rt. 7/690 Interchange. 
I once supported this proposed project 
based on the Loudoun County Inter-
change Justification Report (IJR) design. 

I envisioned relief for Hirst Road con-
gestion as documented in the IJR. My 
endorsement was based on an earlier 
design presented in the IJR. I had not 
yet seen a comprehensive picture of the 
impacts of the County’s design changes, 

and trusted that such data 
would be forthcoming. The 
IJR design that informed my 

support for the proposed project, differed 
starkly from the current design. 

Supporting the project for its promised 
traffic improvements, I championed its 
development after being elected mayor in 
2014. Since 2014, however, both the proj-
ect design and the surrounding area have 
undergone much change. 

In 2021, during my fourth term, I pressed 

Rt. 7/690 Interchange – ‘Measure twice to cut 
once and the divorce before the marriage’  

OPINION

OPINION
OPINION
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Dear Loudoun Community:
 Loudoun, on Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, 

our community suffered an almost 
unbearable loss. As the governing body 
of Loudoun County, every member of 
the Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors understands and acknowledges the 
extent to which the men and women 

of our Loudoun County 
Combined Fire and Rescue 
System and the men and 

women of our Loudoun County Sheriff’s 
Office put their lives on the line every day 
to keep our county safe. We never take 
for granted their sacrifices or the sacri-
fices of their families as they perform 
their duties admirably and heroically. It 
is, in fact, this very real understanding of 
the risks they face in service to our com-
munity that makes the loss of a member 
of our Combined Fire and Rescue System, 

as well as the multiple injuries—some 
severe—sustained by eleven other fire-
fighters, so tragic. 

The loss of Firefighter Trevor Brown is 
devastating to his family and to all who 
knew and loved him. Firefighter Brown 
was a committed public servant, and like 
every member of our combined system, 
he was, indeed, a hero. His loss is deeply 
felt not just by the Sterling Volunteer Fire 
Company, but by the entire combined 
Fire and Rescue System and every mem-
ber of the Loudoun County community. 

As a body, we, the Loudoun County 
Board of Supervisors, speak with one 
voice as we offer prayers and support 
to all firefighters who were injured on 
Friday night and to their families. We 
speak with one voice as we encourage all 
members of the combined system to be 
aware of the mental health implications 

that come after this type of tragedy. And 
of course, we speak with one voice in 
offering our most profound and heartfelt 
condolences to the family, friends and 
coworkers of Firefighter Brown. 

At this time of great sadness, let us 
renew our commitment as a community 
to truly serve those who serve us. Let 
us resolve to lift them up and sustain 
them, not just with our words but with 
our deeds—individually, through our 
contributions, and collectively, through 
our steadfast legislative advocacy to 
ensure our first responders always have 
the resources, training and health bene-
fits they need to do their jobs and return 
home safely at shift end. 

And perhaps above all else, let us 
always remember to thank them for their 
extraordinary, selfless service to our 
community. To the men and women of 
the Loudoun County Combined Fire and 
Rescue System, please accept our endur-
ing thanks for all you do.

With gratitude and respect,
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors: 

Chair at-Large Phyllis Randall, Vice Chair 
Juli Briskman (Algonkian), Mike Turner –  
Ashburn Supervisor, Matt Letourneau – 
Dulles Supervisor, Laura TeKrony – Little 
River Supervisor, Koran Saines – Sterling 
Supervisor, Caleb Kershner – Catoctin 
Supervisor, and Sylvia Glass – Broad Run 
Supervisor. 

Dear Editor:
I am once again compelled to address 

Mayor Stan Milan’s recent statements 
regarding the Vineyard Square project. 
It seems Mayor Milan may have conve-
niently forgotten his own involvement 
as a member of the Town Council in cru-
cial discussions surrounding this matter.

During a Town Council meeting with 
Mayor Milan, then Council Member 
Milan present, Casey Chapman explic-

itly stated to me and the 
Town Council that it was 
not our business to be 

informed about the project plan for 
Vineyard Square. 

Additionally, then Council Member 
Milan was present during a meeting 
with the same developer representative. 
The developer representative not only 
arrived an hour late, but also refused to 
scale back the Vineyard Square develop-
ment to better align with the character 
and charm of our beloved Town.

Over the past eight years Purcell-
ville refused to surrender its cherished 
small-town charm to the dictates of 
a developer unwilling to embrace our 
community’s vision. The allure of our 
town, both for residents and tourists, 
cannot be enhanced by succumbing to 
the imposition of a sprawling commer-
cial and residential development in our 
downtown core. We unequivocally reject 
the notion that yielding to the demands 
of an unreasonable developer is ever an 
acceptable solution.

Over the past eight years, numer-
ous businesses including Bia Kitchen, 

Nichols Hardware, Southern States, Tree 
of Life Ministry, Catoctin Creek Distill-
ery, American Legion, and Another Turn 
Tac Shop have collectively invested 
over $8 million to establish and expand 
their presence along 21st Street in Old 
Town Purcellville. These endeavors were 
undertaken in accordance with the Com-
prehensive Plan and proper processes, 
without seeking out deals with the Town 
Council.

Furthermore, over the last 14 years 
substantial road and water infrastruc-
ture upgrades have been carried out 
along 21st Street, funded by hard-earned 
taxpayer money. To suggest that there 
was no effort to engage the principals of 
Vineyard Square to realign their project 
with the Comprehensive Plan is not only 
inaccurate but also disingenuous.

For businesses to thrive, they require 
three fundamental things from their 
government: honesty, predictability, and 
fairness. There should be no room for 
special treatment or clandestine deal-
ings behind closed doors, if that’s what 
Mayor Milan is pursuing.

It is imperative that Mayor Milan 
and our local government uphold these 
principles and ensure transparency and 
accountability in all dealings related to 
development projects. If you meet with 
a developer disclose to the people what 
you discussed and explain how it’s in 
alignment with their Comprehensive 
Plan. Better yet, meet developers in a 
public forum – such as a town council 
meeting.

Kwasi Fraser, former Purcellville Mayor

There is no room for special 
treatment for developers

Let us renew our commitment to 
serve those who serve us
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Dr Mike,
Our 18-year-old daughter who is a 

senior in high school, is addicted to her 
phone, and we don’t know what to do. 
The phone is always in her hand, and 
even though my husband and I don’t dis-
approve of most of what she’s doing with 
the phone, we also think she’s on it way 
too much.  We’ve tried to set limits, we’ve 
taken it away, we’ve talked to her, but 
nothing has worked. Everything we’ve 
tried so far has led to disagreements or 
really bad fights.  

Her position is that she gets great 
grades, she plays a team sport, she has 

a part-time job, she has an active social 
life, and she helps out around the house, 
so we should just leave her be. How is she 
going to do well in college if she’s always 
on her phone? Life was simpler and better 
when we were growing up and technology 
wasn’t the driving force for everything. 
Your help is appreciated.

– Worried Parents in Loudoun

Dear Worried parents in Loudoun,
Based on what you’ve written, it doesn’t 

seem that your daughter is addicted to 
her smartphone.  Perhaps she uses it 
compulsively at times, but I’m not so sure 
her phone use merits serious changes or 
parental intervention. If your daughter 
does well academically, has a part-time 
job, plays a team sport, has a solid social 
life, and helps out around the house, then 
she is arguably succeeding and she seems 
to have achieved impressive balance in 

her life.  
I encourage you to reflect on the ways 

in which your own biases or beliefs may 
be impacting your negative opinion of 
your daughter’s phone use. Is it pos-
sible that her phone use worries you 
because of your own discomfort with 
technology? 

Every generation is proud of their time, 
and it’s common to romanticize our 
childhoods, but to believe that life was 
better when technology was less avail-
able or less pervasive probably isn’t com-
pletely accurate. Smartphones also allow 
us to do so much. 

You need to give your daughter the 
space she needs to figure out her rela-
tionship with technology. You write that 
you’re worried she will not do well in 
college if she’s always on her phone, but 
you also write that she’s on her phone 
too much for your comfort level now and 

doing well. 
Senior year of high school is the per-

fect time for you to afford your daughter 
with age-appropriate opportunities to 
increase her independence and auton-
omy in the world in preparation for col-
lege life.       

I also recommend that you have a con-
versation about this topic. Make the focus 
of the conversation on your concerns 
and not your position. It’s not that your 
daughter’s wrong and you’re right, it’s 
more about talking things out and getting 
to a better place.  Letting your daughter 
know that you will work on respecting 
how she chooses to engage with tech-
nology, and asking her to respect your 
basic parental expectations, is a fine 
compromise. 

If your daughter’s phone use continues 
to be a problem for you, I recommend that 

BY TIM JON

I was so anxious to explore this place, 
I arrived long before sunrise and forced 
myself to wait in my car until I could at 

least justify the camera in 
my pocket; I’d made the 
discovery – just a few days 
before my visit – of a new 
‘sleeping giant’ of a loca-
tion, and tried to keep my 
excitement in check as I 

made my preparations, drove to the site 
and awaited the day. 

You see, my quick research on Hal and 
Berni Hanson Regional Park showed 
merely a lot of ‘undeveloped land’ in 
South-Central Loudoun County. The 
aerial views on any internet maps – 
quite literally – revealed a bare-bones 

landscape. Even I can recognize 
good, old Virginia clay from the 
sky. 

How could this be a park? Well, 
I’ll leave that one for the ‘slide 
rule boys’ to answer, but my early 
morning walk turned up a mas-
sive collection of brand spanking 
new facilities: a lodge big enough 
for hundreds of visitors, a nature 
center on the opposite end of the largest 
body of water in the park, an adminis-
tration building near the entrance and 
parking lots, a series of pavilions and 
other small shelters across the land-
scape – a mind-boggling array of sport-
ing fields, for various uses – and maybe 
the coolest feature of all – a playground 
built for the kid in all of us, put into 

practice – one recent morning – by an 
aging, but willing, story teller. 

And this rather lengthy description 
paints only about one-third of the pic-
ture; Hanson Regional Park spans over 
two hundred and 50 acres. The bound-
aries of the facility stretch out on both 
sides of Evergreen Mills Road (I explored 
only a portion on the eastern side), 

reaching up to Creighton 
Road in the North and down 
to the intersection of Arcola 
Mills Drive (the Route 659 
split) in the south. 

It’s a hefty expanse of 
land – and water: I skirted 
the largest of at least a half-
dozen ponds within the Park 
boundaries, each featuring 

wooden docks to take the visitor right 
out over the surface. 

And, about half-way ‘round this little 
lake, I noticed an impressive stand of 
mature trees – mostly hardwoods – on 
the other side of the paved trail; I even 
noticed – to me – an impressive sign 
posted: Tree Conservation Area. 

 TIM JON

Just like nothing (else) on earth: Hal & Berni Hanson Regional Park 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Ask Dr. Mike 
By Michael  

Oberschneider, Psy.D.

Purcellville Electric LLC
540-338-2424  www.PurcellvilleElectric.com

40 Years of Experience

Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects
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BY REED CARVER 

At the end of the Jan. 10 
Board of Supervisors Public 
Hearing, the Board listened 
to county staff’s evaluation 
of the Village at Clear Springs 
development proposal, the 
applicant’s arguments, and 
public comments, until 2 a.m. 
The decision was not made 
that night. 

The applicant is Leonard 
S. “Hobie” Mitchel, of Clear 
Springs Development, LLC. 
The application was recom-
mended for approval by the 
Planning Commission with 2 
opposed. 

Loudoun County staff pre-
sented the application as an 
assemblage pieced together from 
29 parcels totaling 245.95 acres. 
It is sandwiched between Ever-
green Mills Road to the west, and 
the Dulles Greenway to the east. 
The north border is the Leesburg 
Town Limits. Its southern border 
is Shreve Mill Road.

It is currently zoned AR-1, 
Agricultural Rural, and is 
within the Transition Policy 
Area, and Transition Com-
pact Neighborhood Place Type 
(TCN). The application would 
require a zoning map amend-
ment. Special exceptions must 
be made to accommodate yard 
sizes and playing fields with 
106 overhead lights.

The proposal calls for 1,077 
dwellings with 28 outdoor 
courts, an indoor tennis facil-
ity, two parks, and trails. They 
consist of:

Two hundred and thirty are 
typical houses – single fam-
ily detached, with 121 age 
restricted units, for 55 and 
over.

Six hundred sixty-seven are 
single family attached, with 
153 age-restricted units, to 
include 12 Affordable Dwell-
ing Units. ADUs are restricted 
for those who earn 30 to 70 

Village at Clear Springs 
re-zoning calls for 1,077 
homes and tennis complex

• ISA Certified Arborist
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
•  Stump Grinding

530 E. G Street • Purcellville, VA 20132
arbogast6@aol.com 

540-338-5714
Cell 540-454-0514
Cell 540-454-2832

Serv ing  Count ies of  Loud oun, 
Fa uq u ier a nd  Cla rke

Loudoun County Milling CompanyLoudoun County Milling CompanyLoudoun County Milling Company

• • Double Shreddeed  Double Shreddeed  
Hardwood MulchHardwood Mulch

• • Leaf MulchLeaf Mulch

• • Dyed Black Mulch  Dyed Black Mulch  
& Brown Mulch& Brown Mulch

• • TopsoilTopsoil

• • CulvertsCulverts

• • Plus, all kinds of Wall Plus, all kinds of Wall 
Stone, Flagstone, Stone, Flagstone, 
Garden Path Stone, Garden Path Stone, 
Pea Gravel, Riverjack Pea Gravel, Riverjack 
& Much More& Much More

WE DELIVERWE DELIVER
Mon - Fri 7:30-5Mon - Fri 7:30-5

Mulch Madness
Booking Fast!
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Purcellville Chief of 
Police Cynthia McAlister 
announced she will retire 
on May 1, after nearly nine 
years of service to the Town 
of Purcellville, and over 42 
years of law enforcement 
service to the Northern Vir-
ginia community.

Chief McAlister has 
led the Purcellville Police 
Department since June 
2015. During that time, she 
has expanded the Department to include 
adding two sworn positions: Deputy Chief 
of Police and Administrative Lieutenant; 
and one civilian position. She has over-

seen such projects as the 
implementation of a new 
Records Management 
System for electronic 

police records, e-citation (electronic) sum-
monses, and body worn cameras.

Chief McAlister also expanded the Pur-
cellville Police Department’s community 
outreach opportunities through the for-
mation of the Books and Badges library 
partnership program, adoption of the Cof-
fee with a Cop initiative, creation of the 

Purcellville Bike Safety 
Rodeo, and growth of the 
Homework Club. 

Led by Chief McAl-
ister, the Purcellville 
Police Department joined 
the multi-jurisdictional 
Northern Virginia Crit-
ical Incident Response 
Team to investigate crit-
ical incidents involving 
law enforcement officers 
within cooperating juris-

dictions. In addition, under Chief McAlis-
ter’s direction, the Department partnered 
with LAWS Domestic Violence & Sexual 
Assault Services by officially joining the 
Loudoun County Lethality Assessment 
Program. 

Additionally, Chief McAlister initiated 
the Department’s update of its general 
orders, and oversaw the re-accreditation 
by the Virginia Law Enforcement Profes-
sional Standards Commission in 2017 and 
2021, with an anticipated fifth re-accredi-
tation in 2025. She also implemented the 
Volunteers in Police Service program.

Chief McAlister has also directed the 

Purcellville Police Chief Cynthia 
McAlister announces retirement

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »
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Loudoun County is scheduled to 
launch the Foster Youth to Indepen-
dence Initiative Friday, March 1, with 
the opening of a targeted waitlist for 
the county’s Housing Choice Voucher 
Program strictly serving eligible young 
adults who are homeless or at risk of 
being homeless.

  The Foster Youth to Independence 
Initiative is a special purpose voucher 

funded by the U.S. 
Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Devel-

opment to expand the availability of 
housing assistance to young adults with 
a history of foster care. The program 
pays a portion of participants’ monthly 
rent based on household income for a 
period of up to 36 months. After this 
time period, the participant may receive 
continued assistance under the gen-
eral Housing Choice Voucher program, 
depending on budget availability and 
continued participant eligibility.

The Foster Youth to Independence 
Initiative is a collaborative effort of 
the Loudoun County Department of 
Family Services – to assess eligibility 

of applicants, and the Loudoun County 
Department of Housing & Community 
Development – to allocate vouchers to 
eligible applicants.

Waitlist Eligibility

All applicants for HCV vouchers 
under the Foster Youth to Indepen-
dence Initiative must work with the 
Loudoun County Department of Family 
Services to determine their eligibility 
for the HCV waitlist. The population eli-
gible for assistance under this program 
are young adults meeting the following 
conditions:

•	 Are between the ages of 18 and 24.
•	 Have left foster care, or will leave 

foster care within 90 days, in 
accordance with a transition plan 
described in section 475(5)(H) of 
the Social Security Act.

•	 Are homeless or is at risk of 
becoming homeless at age 16 or 
older as these terms are defined in 
the Code of Federal Regulations 
at 24 CFR 578.3 and 24 CFR 576.2.

•	 Meet general HCV eligibility 

Enjoy Five Courses
of French Wine 

And Cuisine

MARCH 6TH,  2024

7:00  PM
$150  ALL INCLUSIVE 
WWW.TUSKIES.COM 

TUSCARORA MILL 
PRESENTS 

AN EVENING IN FRANCE  

Loudoun begins Foster Youth 
to Independence Initiative
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On Feb. 15, Congresswoman Jennifer 
Wexton (D-VA) announced that Wash-
ington Dulles International Airport 
will be receiving $35 million in federal 

funding thanks to the 
Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law to aid in the 

construction of a new 14-gate regional 
and commuter terminal. This is the third 
consecutive fiscal year that the new 
terminal project has received funding 
through the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law’s  Airport Terminals Program , after 
receiving $49.6 million  in 2022 and $20 
million  in 2023 .

“I’m proud that our Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law is improving the passenger 
experience here at Dulles Airport by mak-
ing the new highly-anticipated regional 
and commuter terminal possible,”  said 
Wexton. “The renovations supported by 
this funding will make it easier and more 

convenient for local travelers that rely 
on Dulles as well as spur new economic 
growth in our region. I’m proud to have 
supported the once-in-a-generation 
bipartisan legislation that continues to 
transform and upgrade our community’s 
infrastructure.”

The new terminal will be conveniently 
located atop the underground Con-
course C/D Aerotrain station, provid-
ing quick and easy access to passengers 
and reducing transit times for passen-
gers with connections at Dulles who 
must currently use shuttle buses or long 
walkways. 

The new terminal will allow for jet 
bridge boarding that reduces boarding 
times and is more accessible for passen-
gers with disabilities, rather than forc-
ing passengers to board using outdoor 
covered walkways and aircraft stairs.  

BY VALERIE CURY

The Purcellville town attorney has 
only attended a few of the planning 
commission meetings since Resolu-
tion Number 23-04-01 was presented 

and adopted on April 
11, 2023. In it, the 
town council says the 

Purcellville town attorney shall attend 
one monthly regular meeting of the 
planning commission. Despite the 
town’s obligation and commitment 
to provide legal support to the plan-
ning commission, the mayor and town 
manager continue to deny the plan-
ning commission access to the town 
attorney.

Planning commission access to the 
town attorney is particularly vital 
at this point as the planning com-
mission is finalizing its advice to the 
town council on aligning the zoning 
ordinance to the comprehensive plan. 

There are also significant outstanding 
legal issues.

For example, at the Feb. 15 Plan-
ning Commission Meeting Chair 
Nan Forbes again asked through the 
planning commission staff for a legal 
explanation from the town attorney 
with regard to Catoctin Meadows Lot 
74 and its sudden extinguishment, 
with no explanation, from the town’s 
boundaries. This action was done 
without going through a public pro-
cess. When the planning commission 
makes inquiries about this issue, the 
staff has been silent. 

Said Forbes, “My concern is that the 
town may have substantial legal liabil-
ity and there certainly could be a sig-
nificant title issue if that transaction is 
flawed. It certainly has been subjected 
to a lot of questions.

“This board certainly thinks it is 

Dulles International Airport 
receives $35 Million for terminal

Purcellville Planning Commission’s 
access to town attorney restricted

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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BY VALERIE CURY

On Tuesday Feb. 20, Mayor Stan 
Milan and Vice Mayor 
Erin Rayner held a 
private meeting with 

Chuck Kuhn and his team regarding 
the potential annexation of his 117.07-
acre property on Purcellville Road. 
His property is located in the county. 
Attending the meeting along with 
Milan and Rayner were the town man-
ager, the assistant town manager, the 
town’s engineering department and 
the town’s head of public works.

According to an email from Rayner to 
town council “Kuhn’s team presented 
to us their desire to apply for annex-
ation of the property into the town. He 
presented potential site uses, types of 
industry that he would like to see there, 
a complete traffic study, a well and 
water study, and a fiscal impact study.”

Continued Rayner, “This was an 
informational meeting to gain more 
insight on the development of that 
land, which is happening if the annex-
ation occurs or not.”

This is a misleading statement as 
Loudoun County Planning and Zoning 
has already weighed in on the proposed 
rezoning, recommending denial.

Rayner said that Kuhn has applied 
for rezoning with the county to go from 

R-3 residential to light industrial. She 
said the buildings would look like office 
buildings.

The property is zoned Joint Land 
Management Area-3 (JLMA-3) which 
currently allows for one house per 
3-acres, which would total 39 homes. 
It is located north of Rt. 7 and east of 
Purcellville Road (Rt. 611).

Kuhn has an application with the 
county to apply to change the zoning 
to Planned Development – Industrial 
Park (PD-IP) – with total build out at 
1,274,892 sq. ft. of industrial.  

According to a VDOT memo dated 
Aug. 24, 2023, there is an estimated 
4,297 weekday vehicle trips for the pro-
posed site.

A first referral memorandum, on 
Sept. 21, 2023 from Loudoun County 
Planning and Zoning stated, “Com-
munity Planning finds the proposed 
rezoning and development of a busi-
ness/industrial park on the subject 
property is inconsistent with types of 
rural business, land development pat-
tern, and design characteristics antic-
ipated for the Purcellville JLMA Rural 
Neighborhood Place Type.”

Community planning further stated, 
“The proposed business/industrial park 
is not in keeping with the types of low 
intensity rural business uses identified 

within the Purcellville JLMA Rural 
Neighborhood Place Type, nor does the 
use contribute to the rural character of 
the area.

“Community Planning finds the pro-
posed rezoning request to allow the 
development of a business/industrial 
park on the subject property is not 
supported by the land use policies or 
design characteristics for the Purcell-
ville JLMA Rural Neighborhood Place 
Type. 

“Community Planning cannot sup-
port the rezoning request due to fun-
damental conflicts with the land use 
and land development policies of the 
2019 GP for the Purcellville JLMA Rural 
Neighborhood Place Type.”

The county planners recommended 
if the applicant wanted to continue to 
pursue a development with “commer-
cial and industrial uses,” to discuss 
a possible annexation or boundary 
line adjustment with the Town of 
Purcellville. 

Annexation into the Town of Pur-
cellville would be the only way for the 
owner to achieve the industrial use 
zoning on his property, and the mas-
sive density that comes with annexing 
a property into the Town of Purcellville. 

Rayner’s email invited the rest of 
the members of the Purcellville Town 

Council to email her if “they would 
like to meet with Mr. Kuhns and his 
team.” She wrote, to comply with the 
FOIA laws, council members would 
have to meet with Kuhn two members 
at a time, to avoid it becoming a public 
meeting. 

She said meeting with Kuhn would 
give council members the opportunity 
“to hear the presentation and ask ques-
tions before he presents to the public.”

“If you would like the Mayor or 
myself to be one of the council mem-
bers in the meeting with you, so we can 
add more context or answer questions 
from the first meeting that were dis-
cussed, please say, we’d be happy to,” 
wrote Rayner.

Kuhn made a similar presentation of 
his proposal to turn his property into an 
industrial complex to the community 
several years ago. The meeting which 
was held at Patrick Henry College, with 
then Council Member Stan Milan in 
attendance, was well attended. At that 
time, Kuhn’s plan received an over-
whelmingly negative response from 
the community, who favored leaving 
his property in the county, and with 
current zoning. 

Milan and Rayner hold private meeting with 
Kuhn to discuss Purcellville annexation

GOVERNMENT
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Philip A. Forbes, a highly decorated 
Marine veteran, died on January 23, 
2024, at Charlotte Hall Veterans Home 
in Charlotte Hall, Maryland. He was 
86 years old. He died of Parkinsons 
Disease.

Philip was born in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana on February 6, 1937. He was 
a Southern Gentleman to his core. He 
was the only child born to Philip Bos-
man Forbes (1892 -1977) and Lillian 
Goff Forbes (1902 -1991).

Philip attended Riverside Military 
Academy in Gainesville, Georgia for 
four years (1951-1955). He attended 
Virginia Military Institute for one 
year and then returned to his beloved 
Louisiana to attend Louisiana State 
University. He graduated from LSU in 
1960. While there he ran track, played 
baseball and was in the Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps. 
He served as the Cadet 
Colonel of the ROTC. 
He was in the frater-
nity Phi Kappa Theta 
for four years where 
he served as Vice 
President.

In 1960 he joined the 
United States Marine 
Corps, attending Offi-
cer Candidate School 
at Quantico, Virginia. 
He served as an Infan-
try Officer throughout 
his time in the Marine 
Corps and he loved 
every day of it. Philip 
was in Force Recon 
having received training in Guerilla 
Warfare Intelligence (1966), Amphib-
ious Warfare (1969), 5th Force Recon 
Co Jumpmaster Training (1969) and 
SCUBA @er Training (1970) among 
other training. 

He held badges for parachuting 198 
jumps, and underwater demolition. 
He served two tours in Vietnam and 
worked as an advisor for the Vietnam-
ese Marines. He talked happily of eat-
ing rice balls with the men he trained. 

Philip was in combat often and held 
eight Personal Awards for Valor. He 
earned two Purple Hearts. He is the 
most highly decorated Marine from 
Louisiana from the Vietnam War. He 
served on the United States Marine 
Corps Competitive Rifle Team. 

Philip retired from the Marine Corps 
In 1984, however, he remained a con-
summate and passionate Marine. While 
working for the Veterans Administra-
tion post-retirement his office voice-
mail was “Perimeter is secure, troops 
are fed and morale is very high. Semper 
Fi, Philip Forbes.” People would call 
just to hear the message. 

Philip’s interests were eclectic. He 
loved reading Hemingway and in 2000 
he and a number of his friends were in 
Pamplona, Spain for a week where he 
ran with the bulls. He was close enough 
to touch them and one horn did “poke” 
his arm, for him a badge of honor. 

He was a lifetime fan of the New York 
Yankees and one spring in 1995 he 
attended Yankee Fantasy Camp in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida where he was able 
to play baseball with Mickey Mantle, 
Whitey Ford, Hank Bower, Yogi Berra 
and so many other wonderful players. 

He loved old movies and collected 
films. He could tell you the names of 
the stars and directors of all the old 
classics.

Philip loved the music of the great 
composers; Cole Porter, George Ger-
shwin, Bobby Short, Hank Williams. He 

knew so many of the 
lyrics and could belt 
out the tunes while 
doing a little soft 
shoe.

The books on his 
shelves were divided 
into sections. Some 
were biographies 
of the stars – Hum-
phrey Bogart, John 
Wayne, Fred Astaire, 
and John Ford. Most 
were history with 
an emphasis on the 
Civil War and military 
history.

Philip had a quick 
wit, a twinkle in his 

eye and loved a good party. He often 
wore his Forbes kilt and opened the 
champagne bottles with a swipe of his 
Marine Corps sword.

He married Deanna Bergeron in 
1959. They divorced in 1981. He mar-
ried Nan M. Joseph in 1983. They were 
married for forty years.

His survivors are his wife, Nan M. 
Joseph Forbes, his children, Philip 
Forbes, Jr., Michelle Paddock, Nan M. 
Forbes and Robert R. Forbes, his grand-
children, Jack Henry Paddock, Andrew 
Forbes, Charles Paddock and Matthew 
Forbes; great-grandchildren Emet Pad-
dock and Levi Paddock; and his former 
wife, Deanna Bergeron.

The family gives thanks to all the 
staff at Charlotte Hall Veterans Home, 
especially Haley Mozie, Shannon 
Kauffman and Stacy Cheek.

He was truly a unique individual 
from a time long past. His generosity, 
his thoughtfulness and his spirit will be 
missed by all who knew and loved him.

Funeral arrangements will be at 
Arlington National Cemetery at a date 
and time to be determined.

Remembering Philip A. Forbes

Gerhard Leonard “Jake” Jacobson of 
Ashburn, Virginia, passed away on Feb-
ruary 13, 2024. Jake was born on May 28, 
1928, at Terrace, Minnesota, to the late 
John Jacobson and Gina Aslakson Jacob-
son. After completing elementary years 
in a one-room school, he graduated from 
Glenwood, Minnesota, High 
School where he served as 
class president.

In 1950, Jake gradu-
ated from West Point and 
received a commission in the 
Regular Army. He served as 
Battery Commander during 
the Korean War and later 
as a Battalion Commander 
during the Vietnam War.

Jake and Ann Natalie Gan-
drud were married at the 
Glenwood Lutheran Church on August 8, 
1953, and then moved to military assign-
ments around the world. After complet-
ing the Army Command and Staff College 
in 1965, Jake and Ann studied Russian for 
a year prior to his service as a Military 
Attaché in Moscow. 

He served in the Pentagon with the 
Defense Intelligence Agency with a 
focus on the Soviet Military and as the 
Inspector General for the Army Chief of 
Staff for Intelligence. In 1976, he retired 
from active duty as a Colonel. His awards 
include the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Bronze Star, Air Medal, and the 
Department of Defense Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal.

For the next 16 years, Jake worked for 
BDM Corporation where he provided 
support to the Defense Nuclear Agency 
and the Central Intelligence Agency. In 
1980, Jake and Ann purchased a circa 
1800 farm in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge which they restored and success-
fully placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Ann and Jake traveled extensively and 

were both active in their church where 
Jake served as Council President and 
Trustee. He was a lifetime member of 
the VFW and served as Commander of 
his American Legion Post. He organized 
numerous fundraisers in support of the 
Legion’s Boys and Girls State program. 

They were early support-
ers of the General George 
Marshall International Cen-
ter in Leesburg where Jake 
served as M. C. at several 
Veterans Day events.

As a Rotarian, he served 
as an Assistant District Gov-
ernor and was a multiple 
Paul Harris Fellow, a Paul 
Harris Society Member, and 
a Benefactor of the Rotary 
Foundation. As Rotary Club 

President, he was named the President 
of the Year among the 53 district clubs. 
A satisfying event was attending the uni-
versity graduation of a single-parent boy 
he had mentored as part of the YMCA Big 
Friend/Little Friend program.

Devoted to his church, family, and 
country, Jake is survived by two chil-
dren: Marie (Robert) Johnston of Winter 
Park, Florida; Paul (Gail) Jacobson of 
Heber City, Utah; eight grandchildren; 
and nine great grandchildren. Jake was 
preceded in death by his wife of sixty 
years and his daughter, Gretchen (John) 
Zeltner of Leesburg.

A funeral service was held on Febru-
ary 28 at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
605 W Market St, Leesburg, Virginia. 
Interment will be at Arlington National 
Cemetery at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
memorial donations to Loudoun Cares, 
PO Box 83, Leesburg, VA 20178; Blue 
Ridge Hospice, 333 W Cork Street, Suite 
405, Winchester, VA 22601; or Shepherd 
of the Hills Music Fund, 4090 Sudley 
Road, Haymarket, VA 20169.

Remembering Gerhard  
Leonard “Jake” Jacobson
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Funeral services for fallen Sterling 
Volunteer Fire Company firefighter 
Trevor Brown will be held Monday, 
March 4 at 11 a.m. at Cornerstone 
Chapel located at 650 Battlefield 
Parkway SE, Lees-
burg, VA.

Our hearts go 
out to his family, 
the Sterling Volun-
teer Fire Company, 
Loudoun County 
Fire and Rescue, the 
Loudoun County 
Sheriff’s Office, and 
all the system mem-
bers who sustained 
injuries during this 
Feb. 16 incident. 
Additionally, 
please keep 
community 
members who 
lost either their 
home, or have 
damaged homes 
due to the 
explosion.

Funeral service for fallen firefighter 
Trevor Brown on March 4

Information and tickets : www.shiloh-manor.com

Shiloh Manor Farm
March 16th, 2024, starting at 7:00 pm

FEATURING:

Professor Mark Janello: Harpsichord

Ms. Gracie Carnie: Baroque Violin

Mr. Jacob Jahiel : Viola da Gamba

Ms. Sarah Shoja :  Baroque Recorder

The Wheatland Concert Series 
PRESENTSSpring in the Air
WORKS BY 

Georg Philipp Telemann 
andMarin Marais

Catered French Dinner 
and Imported Wines

More information and purchase tickets:  
www.shiloh-manor.com
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Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

AFFORDABLE

Expert Tree & Stump Removal
• HOA Maintenance
• Tree Planting
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Damage
• Pruning

• Trimming
• Crowning
• Bulk Mulch 

Delivery

Licensed & Insured
Member Angie’s List & BBB

Hes 
Company
LLC
703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets 

Springdale Village Inn and Farm
18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Cow Shares 540-454-6403

Cow 

Shares

Eggs 
Chicken & Duck 

$4 dozen

Make ’”em Healthy anD smile!

Scott Pultz
703-727-5442

decksbyscott@gmail.com
35571 Suffolk Ln, Purcellville

Support local business

“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

Executives20 Years of Mechanical Experience • Honest, Trustworthy, Fair
Family-Owned • Serving Loudoun & Surrounding Areas

GENERATORS
SMALL ENGINES

AUTOMOTIVE
LAWN CARE

(410) 707-9978  
biceservicesllc@gmail.com

Be ready to go when  
your grass is ready to grow

TUNE-UP AND 
PRUNE UP
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“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling  
540-287-1970any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 7/31/23

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

Exp. 3/31/24

Support local business

Well, stress no more. 
I make Medicare sign-up and 
annual review EASY. And, my 
service is FREE. I guide you 
through the Medicare process: 

STRESSING ABOUT 
MEDICARE?

703-930-5705   jeff@medicareportal.org

Hospital 
Stays

Part A
Medicare 

Advantage

Part C
Doctor
Visits

Part B
RX 

Drugs

Part D

Call me. I’m here to help make 
Medicare as easy as possible.

Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

You don’t need luck to 
get a great burger!
Looking for that Perfect Gift?

We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

Hours by 
appointment  
or by chance

194 N 21st St., Purcellville
(540) 338-6338

Thoughtfully 
DesignedKitchens

From Cabinets  
& Countertops  
to Decorative 
Hardware…

540-338-4161 
701 W Main St., Purcellville
purcellvillefloristva.com

Family Owned & Operated

Wishing All 
a Blessed 

Easter

C
ELEBRATING 50 YEAR

S

 

 

 Support Local Biz Box 3.25 x 3.5 

Learn Film 
Photography! 

Individually tailored, hands-on lessons with 
a 30-year pro: cameras, lenses, films, 

exposure, composition, lighting,  
B&W process and printing 

Beginner to advanced, age 11 to adult 

Introductory Lesson Special Offer! 

 

Philip Ulanowsky 

Contact, rates, questions: 
www.imagesinsilver.art 

 

  

STOREWIDE SALE!
STOREWIDE SALE!

SAVINGS UP TO 75% OFF!

SAVINGS UP TO 75% OFF!

CLOTHING...SHOES...FURNITURE...HOME DECORCLOTHING...SHOES...FURNITURE...HOME DECOR

ART...POTTERY...RUGS...LAMPS & SO MUCH MORE!ART...POTTERY...RUGS...LAMPS & SO MUCH MORE!

701 WEST MAIN ST. PURCELLVILLE

OPEN 7 DAYS

since 2009

ECLECTIC CHARM
of Hamilton

Antiques • Vintage • Gifts • Furniture

Friday 
10-5

 Sunday 
12-5

Saturday 
10-5

405 W. Colonial Hwy. Hamilton, VA 20158

Spring is almost here and
we’re ready for all your Easter needs.

Looking to do some gardening?  
We’ve got that too.

Garden décor, pots and outdoor furniture.
Nominated for “Best of Loudoun”. 

Please vote. 
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LAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc

before after

VETERANS LAND RESCUE
FORESTRY MULCHING 

LAND CLEARING AND “GROOMING”

SPRING IS HERE 
SCHEDULE YOUR PROJECT NOW

“WE GIVE YOU BACK THE LAND YOU ALREADY OWN!”

www.veteransllc.us
540-900-1888  |  major@veteransllc.us

Land Management Equipment 
–  MID-ATLANTIC SALES/AUTHORIZED DEALER –

• Extreme Duty
• Overbuilt
• Made in USA

Set up demo at your location 
Brush Cutters - Mulchers - Land Planers & More

www. veteransllc.us  |  540-900-1888

GONE! GONE!
• POISON IVY 
• GRAPE VINES 

• AUTUMN OLIVES
• VIRGINIA CREEPER

Worship in the Woods 
Join us for Holy Week and Easter at historic 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church  
Palm Sunday  11 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms, with prayer,  
           (March 24)    praise, dramatic Passion & communion  
Maundy Thursday 6 p.m. Light Mediterranean Supper  
           (March 28) 7 p.m. Foot Washing & Holy Eucharist 
Good Friday  6 p.m. Outdoor Stations of the Cross  
           (March 29) 7 p.m. Solemn Liturgy of the Passion  

 

Easter Sunday (March 31 at 11 a.m.)  
with the Revs. Martha Clark and Deborah Rutter  
For more info, directions, or to 
join us virtually, via Zoom,  
scan this QR code: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

27 Good Shepherd Road, Bluemont, VA 
(Just west of the Appalachian Trail in the Village of Pine Grove, Clarke County) 

Come as you are.  All are welcome! 
The  sanctuary is always open for prayer and meditation. 

www.goodshepherdbluemont.com  |  540-252-5825 

BY EMILY GRUESSING, ROCK RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

Red beams of light pan across the room 
of suspects, flashing across their faces, each 
looking guiltier than the next. Time will tell 
who has blood on their hands, and history 
will tell the rest.

The Hamilton Conspiracies, originally 
titled “The Hamilton Murders,” originated 
locally at StageCoach Theatre Company in 
Ashburn, Virginia. This interactive show 
grasps the audience with six different 
possible endings (conspiracies) based on 

historical facts around the time of Alexan-
der Hamilton’s death, with influences from 
the hit Broadway musical Hamilton. 

Written by Terry Smith and produced 
by Jerri Wiseman, the show was originally 
created as one of StageCoach’s signature 
dinner theater experiences in 2020. Since 
then, the show has been both adapted for 
the stage as well as fit for high school per-
formers, with a name shift from “murders” 
to “conspiracies.” 

The high school version of this show 

makes its debut with a 
wonderful performance 
from Foxcroft School.

On July 11, 1804, Alex-
ander Hamilton is found 
dead in New Jersey, 10 
paces away from Aaron 
Burr’s smoking pistol. 
Back at home, Hamilton’s 
wife, Eliza, entertains a 
room full of federalists 
(the audience) awaiting 
his return before the Mes-
senger delivers the fateful 
news. 

The suspects range from Alexander’s 
mistress to his sister-in-law, all the way to 
his political enemies and the President of 
the United States. As viewers explore six 
possible conspiracies, the question is raised: 
who writes history, and what do they want 
us to believe? Aaron Burr pulled the trigger, 
but who really loaded the gun?

Each of the actors showed incredible 
commitment to their characters while still 
adding their own unique take on their per-
sonalities. One performer evident of this 
was Anna Carey as Thomas Jefferson. 
Carey brought countless lighthearted come-
dic moments, allowing the otherwise dark 

show to breathe. Her sassy mannerisms 
hilariously contrasted with her broad, pres-
idential stance. Not only did she bounce 
off of her scene partners, but she fearlessly 
walked straight through the fourth wall, 
playing off of the audience as well. 

Eliza Hamilton (Moriah Friendly) also 
created beautiful relationships throughout 
the show. Every time she addressed some-
one, she demonstrated incredible attention 
to the moment, from the focus in her eyes 
to her body language. She stood with poise 
and walked with grace that was appropriate 
for her character and the period. Still, she 

A Cappies Review of The Hamilton Conspiracies

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »

The Company of “The Hamilton Conspiracies” in Foxcroft School’s 
production of The Hamilton Conspiracies. Photo: Ginny Riley.
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carried a heaviness in her tone, under-
scoring her tenacity with grief. 

Contrasting with Eliza’s control, her 
sister Angelica’s (Emmy Queen’s) free 
spirit filled the room. Angelica goes to 
show that her bubbly, teasing personal-
ity is not a marker of lower intelligence. 
In fact, she is cunning and quick-wit-
ted, unapologetically putting every man 
in his place. She fiercely contributes to 
the show’s sub-theme of feminism and 
female empowerment.

This show’s ability to paint a dra-
matic picture is straight out of an Agatha 
Christie novel, thanks to the talents of 
Foxcroft’s terrific technical teams. The 
set (Manabi Kono and Elise Rovde) 

pulled the audience into the room with 
the characters, built and decorated just 
like a home from the period. 

Additionally, the lighting team (Lau-
ren Graham) did an incredible job set-
ting the tone of the show, such as cold, 
blue spots on a memory of the late 
Alexander and red angry flashes during 
heated moments. The hair and makeup 
team (AnnaMaria Clarke) completed the 
characterization with sharp choices such 
as lip color, contouring and masculiniza-
tion, and aging lines and gray hair.

Foxcroft’s production of The Hamil-
ton Conspiracies will go down in history 
as an amazing entrance to Blue Ridge 
Cappies. I guess you could say that they 
KILLED it.

centers,” said Robin-Eve Jasper (Little 
River). The decibels may be too high for 
human health and the housing included 
will attract those who can’t afford single 
family homes, she said.

Ad Barnes said when the main electric 
power to data centers turns off, genera-
tors kick in, and this process creates noise 
which would disturb the residents — even 
sometimes in the middle of the night. “I 
cannot get over the fact that this is a UTC 
area and we’re trying to build data cen-
ters,” Barnes said.

Eric Combs (Vice Chair-Ashburn) com-
mented, “We somehow need more robust 
conversations on how these uses might 
coexist,” he said, referring to data centers 
being incorporated with residential areas. 
“For that reason, I’m not going to support 
this.”

It unanimously failed to pass. 
Referencing the Arcola Farms residen-

tial application, Tia Earman said, “The 
TPA [Transition Policy Area] is intended 
to be a visual and a spatial transition 
from the urban east, to the rural west … 
this application is not in keeping with the 
rules of the TPA, nor with the small lot 
neighborhood place type. It inappropri-
ately sacrifices the open space aesthetic, 
tree canopy, and unique look and feel … 
in favor of too much density for the vision 
and guidance of our county documents.”

Loudoun, if they adhere to their doc-
uments, is gifted with the ability to offer 
rural and suburban spaces to residents. If 
not, they will be reduced to “a one-size fits 
all suburban sprawl,” she concluded.

The Arcola Farms application is a 
request for re-zoning of 80 acres from 
Transitional Residential [TR-10] to Single 
Family Residential.

The change would be necessary to build 
307 houses on 80 acres, equaling a density 
of 3.82 houses per acre, which a Transi-
tional Residential zoning will not allow. 
The applicant also wants to be released 
from meeting requirements of lot width, 
garage setbacks, front and side yard sizes, 
limited impervious surfaces, and planting 
street trees.

Michelle Frank analyzed the surround-
ing neighborhoods to see if this proposal 
would fulfil the Comprehensive Plan’s 
intent to fade urban places into rural 
ones, particularly in this area [the TPA]. If 
this was a rural village, she said, only 64 
houses would be allowed on 80 acres.

“To the immediate north on Ryan Road 
we have a TR-10 development, so it’s 0.1 
units per acre … the most dense thing 
around is a PDRV, with the 80% option so 
it’s going to be at 4.0, but with 80% open 
space, which gets you to that 64 number. 
To the west is Willowsford, which is TR-3, 
so about 0.33 of a unit per acre,” Frank 
said.

Part of the argument from developers is 
that this neighborhood is meant to be an 
extension of Brambleton, which is adja-
cent to the southeast. Twelve and a half 
percent, or 39 units, will be affordable 
housing, which is the basic requirement of 
the ordinance.  

“We want to highlight there is a more 
than a one-acre park in the center. 
Front doors literally lead out into this 
space,” said Colleen Gillis, an attorney 

representing the developers. “We are 
providing more than is required because 
it [each Affordable Dwelling Unit] is not 
an apartment, but is an actual detached 
home,” she added.

“I think it is a denser layout than would 
be preferred,” Jasper said. “Even though 
these are single units they feel more like 
attached, they will be really reliant on the 
public space, that’s going to be their only 
outdoor space. I think this space will be 
stressed, because there isn’t a lot of com-
mon area.”  

“On Evergreen Mills, is where we are 
making the transition. The buffers are 
incredibly important there, and what’s 
going to be behind the buffers is a very 
dense development. You’re going to be 
driving down Evergreen Mills and see a 
suburban style neighborhood in what’s 
supposed to be a rural area,” Jasper added.

A large swath of open space curves 
through the neighborhood. Nothing can 
be built there because it is a floodplain. It 
is presented as open green space, but its 
social use is limited because of its drain-
ing function. The neighborhood density is 
calculated from the gross area of the site, 
including the floodplain. “If you take out 
the floodplain [and evaluate density based 
on usable land] you’re at 4.8 units per 
acre,” Jasper concluded.

Mark Miller (Catoctin) said he thinks 
the use of different lot sizes and integra-
tion of the floodplain as an open space 
make this neighborhood innovative. The 
floodplain can still be used as open space 
most of the time, “because it is not a wet-
land,” he argued. He concluded that the 
proximity to four high schools makes it a 

sensible addition to the area.
Robin-Eve Jasper supported the pro-

posal, with Eric Combs’ change — adher-
ing to the required buffers. Madhava 
Madireddy (Dulles) supported it as well. 
“I would have liked some redesign .... I 
wanted some more open space,” but he 
said he was persuaded by the developer’s 
proffer to build supporting infrastruc-
ture on Ryan Road, saving the county $17 
million.

“It has feasible market-rate affordabil-
ity,” said Combs, and the developer can 
build them faster than the county. “We 
need to pay for them, [ADUs] and we pay 
with more density. But the place type is 
consistent with more density.”

“I love ADUs being put on the market,” 
Michelle Frank said. “But this would be 
less than 1 unit per acre if it was in the 
Rural Policy Area, to the west, about a 
third of the unit per acre. But we are at 3.8 
… right up against 0.1, 0.33, [surrounding 
low density].”

“We’re not close enough … I have pause 
about it just not meeting the plan. This is 
in the TPA, and just doesn’t feel TPA to 
me.”

Six commissioners moved Arcola 
Farms forward to the Board of Supervi-
sors with recommendation of approval. 
Even though commissioners recom-
mended denial for Innovation Gateway, 
the authority to approve an application 
lies with the Board of Supervisors. Their 
public hearing for both applications is 
tentatively scheduled for April 10, begin-
ning at 6 p.m.

COMMISSIONERS REJECT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

expansion of the Department’s social 
media presence and digital outreach to 
include a significant increase in its Face-
book presence, the creation of its Insta-
gram page, X (formerly Twitter) account, 
and Nextdoor neighborhood service 
platform.

Under her leadership, the Purcellville 
Police Department’s facility was reno-
vated and expanded to add an additional 
1,994 square footage. 

In addition to her duties as Chief of 
Police, Chief McAlister has maintained 
involvement in the following law enforce-
ment groups to include, but not limited to, 
the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police, the FBI National Academy Alumni 
Association, the Virginia Association of 
Chiefs of Police, and the Police Executive 
Research Forum. 

She also plays an active role as a board 
member of the Executive Board of Direc-
tors for the Northern Virginia Criminal 
Justice Training Academy. Chief McAlister 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree from 
George Mason University, a Masters Cer-
tificate from American University, and is a 
graduate of the FBI National Academy and 

the Police Executive Leadership School. 
Chief McAlister previously served the 

Fairfax County Police Department for 35 
years before joining the Purcellville Police 
Department. While at Fairfax, Chief McAl-
ister started as a patrol officer in March of 
1982, later holding the position of Crimi-
nal Investigation Detective, and rising to 
patrol supervisor upon her promotion to 
Sergeant. 

She also served in the roles of acting Ani-
mal Shelter Director, and Assistant Station 
Commander as a First Lieutenant. In 2007, 
she was promoted to Captain as the Sully 
Station Commander. Upon her promotion 
to the rank of Major, she fulfilled the role 
of Director of the Fairfax Criminal Justice 
Academy, later serving as the Commander 
of the Resource Management Bureau, and 
then Commander of the Patrol Bureau II.

“Leaving Purcellville is filling me with 
many mixed emotions,” said Chief McAl-
ister. “My time here has included many 
challenges, but also numerous advance-
ments for the Department as a whole. I 
hope my legacy for Purcellville is that of 
progress. Progress in terms of profes-
sionalism, community involvement, and 
advances in technology. 

“We have come so far in regards to 

PURCELLVILLE POLICE CHIEF, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

A CAPPIES REVIEW, CONTINUED FROM P.16

building relationships within the commu-
nity, improvements in training, updates 
to policy and procedures to align with 
best practices and state requirements, as 
well as basic technological advancements 
to allow our officers to more efficiently 
do their jobs. It has been my privilege 
to serve alongside the members of the 
Purcellville Police Department and my 

fellow Town of Purcellville employees. I 
am proud of their dedication, hard work, 
and ability to grow and learn from chal-
lenges. They truly have a servants’ heart; 
always giving their best to our team, 
and our community. I leave knowing our 
Department members will honorably 
serve and protect not only our town, but 
also each other.”
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tenure of office as a town council mem-
ber” – which in this case runs until Nov. 
5, 2024. She said the code also says a 
member may be removed for malfea-
sance in office.

“None of those are things that are true 
in this case … It does not appear that 
there is any basis to do this,” said Forbes. 
She had two more sentences to finish, 
and asked for additional time. Milan said 
her time was up, and kept repeating it – 
cutting her off.

Milan said he had already run the 
matter to appoint a new council liaison 
(more in line with his new agenda) to the 
planning commission by the attorney 
but he would ask again to “cross his t’s 
and dot his i’s.”

He said the performance of the current 
liaison was in question. “We have been 
in session for over a year and there has 
been failure to provide updated informa-
tion on the rewrite of the zoning.”

However, Forbes comes before council 
with quarterly and now monthly exec-
utive summaries  that include progress 
on the zoning rewrite. She just gave a 
detailed report last month.

In early January 2024,  the planning 
commission completed their work on 
the zoning ordinance and sent it off to 
staff to implement.

As recently as Sept. 14, 2023 Mayor 
Milan attended a planning commis-
sion meeting  and said he would like 
to speak on the process for the zoning 
ordinance.

“I just wanted to drop by and extend 
my appreciation for all the hard work 
that the planning commission has been 
doing for the past 7 months. It’s not 
gone unnoticed by me. I know you had 
a hard road to tow with the departure of 
our zoning administrator and the lack-
luster performance by the consultant 
in doing the rewrite.” He said in many 
instances the planning commission had 
to start over “from what we were asking 
to be done originally.

“You have taken the reigns guiding it 
on its way to completion” and he said 
he was looking forward to that. I wish 
I could do more for you, but I’m just a 
servant like you, volunteering,” Milan 
said.

The planning commission has been 
going through the ordinance line by 
line. From June 22 to July 27, 2023 for 
example, the planning commission held 
7 meetings including special meetings.

On Feb. 13, 2024, Milan complained 
that he has asked for the “reinstitution of 
the HPOZ [Historic Preservation Overlay 
Zone] and it’s fallen on deaf ears.” How-
ever, this very issue is already addressed 
in the new draft zoning ordinance.

 “When I was on council, I would pro-
vide weekly updates to inform the town 
council on what’s going on. That has not 
happened for over a year,” Milan said.

However, between July 2020 
through Jan. 11, 2022  then Council 
Member and Planning Commissioner 
liaison Stan Milan gave only two execu-
tive  reports to the town council on the 
Planning Commission’s work. He also 
gave a brief statement on July 12, 2022 
asking for guidance from the town coun-
cil on priorities.

The Northern Collector Road

Purcellville resident Christine Green 
spoke in favor of an amendment to 
remove the Northern Collector Road 
from the Town Wide Transportation 
Plan. Several members of the town 
council ran against the Northern Col-
lector Road. When it came time to let 
the Planning Commission work on an 
amendment to remove the road from the 
town’s transportation plan, however the 
motion failed in a 5-2 vote, with Mayor 
Milan and Council Members Caleb 
Stought, Kevin Wright, Mary Jane Wil-
liams and Vice Mayor Erin Rayner voting 
no.

Said Green, Vice Mayor Erin Rayner 
made a motion “to cease deliberations 
on the Town Council and consideration 
of Planning Commission recommenda-
tions regarding the NCR.  This proposed 
action raises significant concerns about 
maintaining open lines of communica-
tion and transparency.”

Green continued, “Their refusal to 
amend the 2009 Transportation Plan 
despite three opportunities to do so and 
then to require a transportation study 
raises questions about this delaying 
tactic.”

“Failure of the Council majority 
to address urgent public safety con-
cerns raised by residents regarding the 
NCR”  has  a detrimental effect, said 
Green.

“Instead of taking concrete actions, 
the Council majority has merely offered 
verbal assurances that the NCR will not 
be built.   The County and Town Trans-
portation plans reference each other.  If 
the NCR remains in the Town’s Trans-
portation Plan, there is no reason for 
the County to remove it from their own 
Transportation Plan. It can then poten-
tially be used to justify future County 
and Town efforts to build the NCR. Words 
of assurance mean nothing when docu-
ments that guide Purcellville’s planning 
staff are at odds with the desires of the 
town’s residents as expressed in our 
Comprehensive Plan.”

Green said the council “also needs to 
address concerns about the potential 
annexation of Mr. Kuhn’s property on 
Purcellville Road and its implications 
for the neighboring communities. This 
includes the potential impact of a large 
industrial complex.   As you are aware, 
residents support the current zoning 
with 1 home per 3 acres. 

  “It is crucial for the council to 

prioritize the safety, health, and well-be-
ing of the community they were elected 
to represent.   The Commonwealth of 
Virginia created the Town of Purcellville 
to serve the interests of this town’s cit-
izens, not Loudoun County” concluded 
Green.

County staff has told the owner of the 
proposed Valley Commerce Center to 
place the Northern Collector Road on 
their proposed plan.

Developer Casey Chapman said, “I 
don’t really care about the NCR. I don’t 
view it as a public safety concern, but 
as of right now it’s a moot point. It’s 
not funded and I don’t care if it does or 
doesn’t [get built].”

Defending himself Milan said, 
“Regarding the NCR, if we don’t state 
and say what the intended purpose of 
the NCR is and explain to the citizens 
that it’s a moot point – there’s no fund-
ing for it – there’s no need to continue 
on with this. The NCR is not going to 
happen from what the county tells me 
and what we decided here – there’s no 
funding.”

Rt. 7/690

At the very end of the meeting and 
deviating from council  protocol,  Milan 
said he didn’t get to finish his council 
comments so he was going to take the 
time to address more issues.

“I had put myself out there and said 
I would support the community [Cato-
ctin Meadows] and their efforts to deal 
with the county on their [flood plain] 
easement.

“Come to find out that the HOA and 
the county were not working in good 
faith, particularly the HOA.

“I was hoodwinked into believing the 
HOA for Catoctin Meadows was work-
ing in good faith with the county. Once 
revealed that was a fallacy, it was a blow 
to my word of conduct. I live by what I 
say,” he said.

“But when you betray me and I put 
myself on the line to support you, then 
I cannot trust you anymore. My respon-
sibility is to the residents of Purcellville 
first.”

The county withdrew their offer to 
purchase the one-half acre property 
from the HOA, and the HOA has yet to 
hear from the county. The county sus-
pended land acquisition efforts on June 
26, 2023 to pursue a phased implemen-
tation approach for the project as a 
result of a town council  determination 
not to consider vacating interest in the 
HOA one-half acre until things were 
worked out with the HOA. Presently, no 
action has been taken.

Vineyard Square

Milan also said he looked at the Town 
of Purcellville as “a diamond in the 
rough. It’s constantly stated that Pur-
cellville is the hub of western Loudoun. 

As I travel through the communities 
… we service Lovetttsville, Round Hill, 
Bluemont, St. Mary’s [sic], Hamilton and 
Hillsboro. They come here for grocery 
stores, restaurants. They come here for 
Wine and Food Festivals.

“So, we have a broader responsibility 
outside of Purcellville; so, I accept that 
as a duty for the citizens of Purcellville 
and the surrounding community.”

Milan said, “Those who disagree with 
that, you know, I’m sorry – residents 
first, community, special interests.”

Justifying meeting in private instead in 
public, Milan continued, “We have met 
with several private parties to enhance 
and look at opportunities to revitalize 
our downtown community.”

Milan might have been referring to 
a Feb. 2 private meeting with Sam and 
Casey Chapman, Vice Mayor Erin Rayner 
and four other men. They were walking 
on 21st  Street and O Street looking at 
the Chapman property in detail. If the 
approved project doesn’t expire due to 
failure to start the project the permits 
should expire in June 2025. 

The current site plan is approved for 
a six-story project of retail plus 40 con-
dos.  If the permit for Vineyard Square 
expires, any new proposal must be in 
accord with zoning which limits the by 
right height to 35 ft. (two stories), with 
no more than 2 apartments or condo-
miniums per building. Any new proposal 
would have to go through the public 
process.

Among Rayner’s largest campaign 
contributors were the Chapmans, their 
affiliates, his uncle and a staff member – 
who contributed $10,000.

The current plan was approved by 
the former Lazaro town council nearly 
14 years ago. Chapman has had exten-
sions due first to a zoning determination 
which allowed the project to continue as 
long as it was “diligently pursued,” and 
then due twice to COVID legislation.

“It’s been 14 years that nothing has 
been done [with Vineyard Square]. 8 
years when no one has talked with the 
developer at all to see what alterna-
tives,” said Milan.

However, in  a  council meeting with 
then Mayor Kwasi Fraser and then Coun-
cil Member Stan Milan present, Casey 
Chapman said it was not the town’s busi-
ness to view any new designs for Vine-
yard Square. Additionally, at another 
meeting with Mayor Fraser and Milan 
present, Chapman said he would not be 
interested in reducing the density of his 
project.

Milan said as soon as he says “I need to 
talk to the developer to see what’s going 
on, people turn their back.”

“I’m like why not? But we are moving 
forward in the future of Purcellville,” 
said Milan. 

PURCELLVILLE MAYOR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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www.HoltzmanCorp.com

  

Heating Oil, Clear and Dyed Kerosene  
delivered straight to you.

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE

PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292 
Hours:  Monday – Friday — 8am to 5pm 

FIREPLACE STORE
SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

WE’RE  HIRING.APPLY TODAY!

IN-HOUSE

FINANCING 

AVAILABLE!

Stop by our Grill Cylinder Fill Station today!$ 
             $3.499*  Per Gallon Cylinder Fill

                                         *Prices subject to change without notice. 

YOUR LOCAL FULL-SERVICE PROPANE PROVIDER
   

Purcellville is about to get a whole lot 
fresher with the grand opening of the 
Purcellville Farmers Market. Locals and 
visitors alike are invited to celebrate the 
unveiling of this vibrant marketplace, set 
to become the new hub for farm-fresh 
produce, artisanal goods, and community 
connection.

Scheduled to launch on April 6, the 
Purcellville Farmers Market promises to 
be a haven for those seeking high-quality, 

locally sourced products. 
From succulent fruits and 
vegetables to handcrafted 

cheeses and baked goods, the market will 
showcase the best offerings from regional 
farmers and artisans.

At the heart of the market’s mission is 
a commitment to sustainability and sup-
porting local producers. By providing a 
platform for farmers and small businesses 
to directly connect with consumers, the 
market aims to foster a stronger sense 
of community while promoting environ-
mentally friendly shopping practices.

“We’re thrilled to 
bring the Purcellville 
Farmers Market to life 
and add it to our list of 
events and program-
ming,” said market 
organizer Silas Redd. 
“This market is more 
than just a place to buy 

groceries; it’s a gathering space where 
people can come together, support local 
growers, and enjoy the freshest produce 
our region has to offer.” He continues 
“This market will be small, but mighty!”

The Purcellville Farmers Market will 
be located at 142 E Main Street located 
behind Nostalgia Boutique and will oper-
ate every Saturday, April through October, 
from 8 to 11 a.m. Whether you’re a foodie 
looking for unique culinary delights or 
simply seeking a welcoming community 
atmosphere, the market promises some-
thing for everyone.

Don’t miss out on the excitement! Join 
us for the grand opening of the Purcell-
ville Farmers Market and experience the 
freshest flavors Purcellville has to offer.

For more information or to apply to be a 
vendor, please visit www.PurcellvilleFar-
mers.com, email  purcellvillefarmers@
gmail.com, follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook @PurcellvilleFarmersMarket.

Purcellville 
Farmers 
Market to open 
Saturday, April 6

COMMUNITY

Ketoctin Baptist Church, founded in 1751, offers a 
quaint and tranquil setting just outside Purcellville 
for those who seek God’s truth for their lives.  We 
are a welcoming and inclusive congregation led 
by Pastor David Sweet to study the Word of God. 
We look forward to having you gather with us to 

experience the fullness of God. 
SUNDAY - 10 a.m.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
KETOCTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

16595 Ketoctin Church Road �� Purcellville, VA 20132 
www.KetoctinChurch.com �� 703-209-9138

Find a “Lighthouse!”
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The George C. Marshall International Center pre-
sented a $2,500 check to Boulder Crest Foundation 
on Feb. 14 as a result of their fundraising efforts for their 

2023 Veterans Day Commemoration. On 
hand for the presentation were Marshall 
Center board member Paul Michaels and 

Boulder Crest Director of Philanthropy Janet Reid.
The Marshall Center’s annual Veterans Day Commem-

oration at Dodona Manor is  an opportunity to honor 
military veterans and their remarkable contributions to 
our nation and community. The Marshall Center is com-
mitted to supporting the Boulder Crest Foundation as a 
way to honor and support veterans and their families. 

The Marshall Center held its 19th  annual Veterans 
Day  event last November.  Leesburg Mayor Kelly Burk 
and Loudoun County Board of Supervisors Chair-At-
Large Phyllis Randall welcomed guests, which included 
representatives from Boulder Crest, VFW Post 1177 and 
American Legion Post 34.

“Honoring veterans for their service is the primary 
goal of our November 11 event,” said Marshall Center 
Board Chairman Tom Greenspan. “But it is also import-
ant to express that honor in tangible ways — and we can 
think of no better way to do that than to support the 
valuable work of the Boulder Crest Foundation.”

George C. Marshall 
International Center 
honors Boulder Crest 
Foundation

Independently Owned 
 and Operated

Self-Service Pet Wash
5 for $25

Full-Service 
Grooming

1 Hour Curbside
Pickup

Free Delivery
(order > $35 before 1pm)

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Spring is on the way.
Don’t forget to replenish 
your flea and tick supply.

Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day!!

On Feb. 9 at Evergreen Christian School on Ever-
green Mills Road in Leesburg, the Blue Ridge Wildlife 
Center released a rehabilitated immature eagle that 
had been in its care for over two weeks. The young 
eagle who does not have a white head or tail yet was 
found unable to fly near a Loudoun County landfill 
facility. 

When it was taken in, BRWC veterinary staff 
noticed it had abrasions on its face, a clay-like mate-

rial in its mouth along with a sore—all 
demonstrating that it was down and 
uncoordinated for an extended period 

of time. Upon testing, the eagle had elevated levels 
of lead in its system (as with many eagles taken in 
by BRWC). 

It is suspected the bird may have ingested other 
heavy metals as well. BRWC had been treating the 
bird for its lead poisoning with chelation therapy 
since it was admitted. Once the levels dropped, 
the bird was moved to BRWC’s outdoor pre-release 
enclosure so it could fly and demonstrate it was 
ready for release.  

Lead toxicity in wildlife comes primarily from 
wildlife eating the lead fragments of ammunition in 
gut piles or dead deer that were previously shot but 
survived long enough to get away from the hunter, or 
that the hunter left behind. Lead toxicity is particu-
larly high in birds close to hunting season, and wild-
life organizations have long advocated for hunters to 

use lead-free ammunition.
Said Christy Titus who is a licensed wildlife reha-

bilitator and also an elementary school teacher who 
has taught for 30 years, “I take in about 400 orphaned 
animals baby mammals a year and rehabilitate them 
and send them back in the wild.” 

Titus said she did a quick assessment and triage 
and let the vets know what’s coming.  He is very, very 
feisty. He’s a juvenile bald eagle; so he has a brown 
head. They don’t get their white heads until they’re 
about five. But he is more than ready to go, she said.

The Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, the only dedicated 
wildlife hospital in Northern

 Virginia, a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization caring 
for native wildlife by integrating   veterinary medi-
cine, rehabilitation, education and research. To learn 
more, go to  www.blueridgewildlifectr.org.

Up, up and away

COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY
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Teaching the youth that will be the 
community leaders and voting citizens 
of tomorrow is not a small responsibil-
ity. Blue Ridge Middle School’s Civics 
teacher, Erik Sassak is doing this job to 
an award-winning level.

Erik Sassak received the Virginia Civil 
Rights and Civil Liberties Excellence in 

Teaching Award. This 
award is a nationally 
acclaimed accolade that 

celebrates educators who excel in pro-
moting awareness and understanding 
of civil rights issues, fostering critical 
thinking, and empowering students to 
become informed and engaged citizens. 

Sassak has also received these other 
top accolades: Loudoun Business Mag-
azine – Top 30 Young Professionals 
Under the Age of 30, Washington Post’s 
Agnes Meyer Outstanding – Teacher 
Award nomination, Fairfax Resolves 
Chapter of the Virginia Society of the 
Sons of the American Revolution – 
Teacher of the Year, Mount Vernon – 
Teacher of the Year runner up, Shepherd 
University Alumni Award – Finest Under 40. He has also been 
recognized on the floor of the Virginia Senate for his teaching 
accomplishments.

“I just try to work hard to help my students reach their poten-
tial, be successful, and learn to love history.” Sassak said when 
reflecting on his most recent award. 

Cohen Ballinger, an eighth-grade civics student 
said, “Mr. Sassak truly is such a remarkable teacher 
who has always been so understanding and consid-
erate of his students. He has done such a great job 
teaching not only me, but my peers as well and he 
is always willing to help anyone who asks. I cannot 
stress enough how lucky we are to have him here at 
Blue Ridge with us.” 

Another one of Sassak’s students, Lulu Leach said, 
“Mr. Sassak is the best Civics teacher. The way he 
teaches the lesson is so entertaining.  He makes the 
lesson enjoyable and captivating. Mr. Sassak has 
such a fun personality and he is a great teacher!”

Sassak is known for his passionate approach to 
the civics instruction and has been a beloved edu-
cator within Loudoun County Public Schools for 
almost two decades. His classes are characterized 
by lively discussions, thought-provoking activities, 
and a safe space for students to explore complex 
societal issues. He ensures that his students not 
only understand the historical significance within 
the curriculum but also recognize their application 
in contemporary society.

Said Brion Bell, Principal of Blue Ridge Middle 
School, “This recognition is a testament to Mr. Sas-
sak’s dedication to fostering an inclusive and enrich-

ing educational environment. We are proud of his efforts both 
at the Blue Ridge classroom level and now at the state level. We 
believe this achievement reflects positively on our school and 
community, highlighting the outstanding educators who con-
tribute to its success. Please join us in extending our heartfelt 
congratulations to Mr. Sassak for this well-deserved honor.” 

Traditional string bands and top 
callers from across the country 
headline the inaugural season of 
Hillsboro Hoedowns. 

Coming up March 30 will be Bal-
timore’s Brad Kolodner, fresh off 
a tour in Australia and New Zea-
land. Accompanying the extraordi-
nary clawhammer banjo playing of 
Kolodner will be multi-instrumen-
talist Rachel Eddy and bassist Alex 
Lacquement, with caller Janine 
Smith, founder of the DC Square 
Dance Collective.

On April 27 Appalachian fiddler 
Dakota Karper from Capon Bridge, 
West Virginia, joins Devil in The Mill 
with Kim Forry, a top Mid-Atlantic 
caller and world-class flatfoot step 
dancer – and so much more. 

For more information visit Old-
StoneSchool.org.

BRMS social studies teacher honored with awards Hillsboro 
Hoedowns 
bring dance 
and music to 
Hillsboro

Sassak with Virginia State Senator, 
Russet Perry, after a video interview 
to help teach his Civic students about 
state and local government.

COMMUNITY
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Then what?

Down to the Last Decimal Point

With scalpel-like precision, the recent 
“General Plan” for the county projects 
11,643 new houses in western Loudoun 
by 2040. Wow! This number should be 
updated to reflect development and con-
servation easements done since the plan 
was adopted in 2019. I’d hazard a wild 
guess that around 9,500 houses remain to 
be built. That’s waaay too many, but I’ll 
save that topic for a later day. We usually 
forget that the 11,643 Staff estimate is 
only through 2040. Who knows how many 
houses could be built after that year?

Staff used a numbingly detailed 
approach. They examined every parcel of 
land in the west, then lot-by-lot, deducted 
land that was already developed or was in 
easement, and then divided the remain-
ing (undeveloped) lots into two catego-
ries: Parcels over 20 acres in the north 
or over 40 acres in the south, and then, 
smaller parcels.

Next, they applied the maximum 
allowed density for each parcel. Thus, an 
undeveloped 100-acre farm in the north 
would be assigned 20 houses, every unde-
veloped plot less than 20 acres would 
be assigned one house. Applying simple 
arithmetic to Staff’s lot-by-lot assump-
tions yielded the projected 11,643 houses. 

Many conservationists correctly 
ignored the five-digit precision and sim-
ply shouted, “Too much!” Some even 
asked, “Why did you assume the maxi-
mum density? Others should have asked, 
“What did you assume about future con-
servation easements?”

Good observations and questions, but 
two more important things were missing 
in the General Plan. 

Football With No Goal Line

First, the Plan does a poor job of 
answering the “then what?” question: 
What’s the fiscal impact? What addi-
tions to infrastructure will be necessary 
to accommodate those new houses and 
100,000 more vehicle trips each day? The 
Plan just tosses out a stunning number 
new houses, then stops.

Second and more important, the Plan 
never opines whether seeing that many 
more houses is a good thing or some-
thing unacceptable. It never describes 
what western Loudoun would look like 
with that many more houses. There was 
no vision. Repeat, there was no vision. 

Staff would disagree and laud their 
plan. I won’t – it’s full of grand aspira-
tions but few details. It’s also full of con-
tradictions. How about this: “Residential 
development should conserve land for … 
the rural economy…” Or this: “to protect 
and preserve this valuable land to sustain 

the rural economy.” Those statements are 
diametrically the opposite of what west-
ern residents want. Putting businesses 
over citizens is ludicrous, but Loudoun’s 
done exactly that over the years, going as 
far back as a 1980’s Board that was so con-
troversial that the FBI had to investigate.

Moreover, what exactly is meant by 
“rural economy”? Does it conjure farms, 
nurseries, artisan meats and cheeses, 
flowers? Instead, the rural economy and 
helpful zoning provisions generally sup-
port the brewery industry, whose roadside 
bars make Loudoun a great drink-and-
drive location.

Mainly, we wanted to be left alone. 
That would be a clear goal line.

They Forgot the Key Vision

The planning effort should have begun 
with agreeing upon population targets, 
for the county as a whole and then allo-
cated between planning areas. When 
the Plan was written there were around 
415,000 residents in the county. The Plan 
used growth rates and estimated that 
we’ll have 695,000 people by 2040. That 
would be truly horrible.

Instead, I would have suggested a 
build-out population target of 500,000 
people and adjusted zoning to meet that 
target. It would have been so easy: just 
use simple arithmetic. My suggestion 
posits 195,000 fewer people than did the 

plan, so divide the Plan’s 695,000 number 
into 195,000. 

Presto! In every zoning category, just 
reduce allowable residential density by 
28% and we’re set.

A Ratchet

Media pundits and politicians con-
stantly wonder why citizens are unhappy 
with the economy. Afterall, inflation 
rates and unemployment have dropped, 
so why aren’t we happy? Compared to a 
few years ago, consumer prices are still 
sky high, and worse, they ain’t coming 
down as much as they went up. In eco-
nomic terms, that’s the ratchet effect at 
work. That’s a huge problem which the 
pols and pundits just don’t understand.  

The ratchet effect also applies to our 
population growth. Many thousands have 
moved here in the past few decades, and 
I doubt if they are planning on going 
back. This does not mean that we have to 
accept ad infinitum growth at unsustain-
able rates. Through better, citizen-ori-
ented zoning, we can limit the ultimate 
population to a number we can accept.

Charles Houston lives on a small horse 
farm outside Paeonian Springs and used 
to develop large office buildings for big 
corporations.

OPINION: OUR ZONING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

can rezone part of this parcel for a near-
ly-five million sq. ft. data center, or they 
can refuse to bend to the pressure from 
big development and disapprove the 
rezoning. It’s that simple. But what’s at 
stake is critically important to the future 
of Loudoun County. 

Loudoun’s Future isn’t opposed to 
thoughtful development that pushes 
our County forward while paying tribute 
to our rich history. Similarly, we aren’t 
opposed to the data centers that are here 
today or new ones in the future. These 
centers provide help funding County 
initiatives, schools, and needed services 
through the taxes they pay. They employ 
our residents and have become a criti-
cal part of our county’s budget. We have 
welcomed them previously and have no 
plans to stop moving into the future.

What we are opposed to is rezoning 
current land set aside for other uses into 
more land for data centers.  We are wres-
tling with issues such as the power for 
these centers and the impact on nearby 
communities; the noise and sheer size of 
some of these buildings.  

We should not approve rezoning 
requests when we cannot accommo-
date the developments that are already 
approved.  We call on the Supervisors and 
the Planning Commission to pause these 
applications until the newly formed 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment group 
creates the regulations necessary to 

accommodate the needs of the industry 
without the destructive consequences we 
have seen so far.

The Belmont project’s proposed 4.8 
million additional sq.ft. of data center 
bring with it a tremendous amount of 
problems that must be considered. For 
starters, the nearly-five million sq. ft. 
would make Belmont the second largest 
data center in the country. Regardless 
of any buffers or setbacks, a project this 
size would negatively impact many resi-
dents. There’s no denying its size and the 
impossible task of blending it into our 
community – by comparison, the larg-
est office building in the world, the Pen-
tagon, at six million square feet, is not 
much bigger than the Belmont deal. 

Are the residents of Belmont ok with 
150 diesel generators—the backup power 
for this data center—starting up at any 
time of the day or night, and at least once 
a week for testing purposes?

With a project this big comes a mas-
sive need for power. Imagine the power 
needed for 600,000 homes – roughly 600 
megawatts – that’s what would be needed 
for this project. Our area is already 
strained for power thanks to the energy 
needed to power our existing data cen-
ters in Loudoun County. 

The County and state don’t have the 
power available for a center this big, 
which means the additional power will 
need to come from across state lines, 
through new transmission lines. 

Hoover Dam, which powers the city of 
Las Vegas, would have to be 30% larger 
just to power this one data center!

Data centers pay a lot of taxes, but they 
bring problems like this: The Belmont 
project and others like it could wind up 
doubling Loudoun citizens’ electric bills.  
We would be on the hook for paying for 
the controversial transmission lines 
that would be needed to ship in new 
power.  The cost of these new lines will be 
included in our electric bills.

All these negatives notwithstanding, at 
the crux of our opposition to the Belmont 
plan is the request by the developer to 
turn all 111 acres, about twice the area of 
The Vatican, into a data center that’s far 
larger than zoning allows. 

The County can simply say no to this 
proposal.  No justification or legal reason 
is required.  Zoning exists to balance the 
uses of the land so that all parties, not 
just developers, are well served.  

The land was zoned this way to cre-
ate that balance.  Almost 56 acres of this 
woodland on the banks of Goose Creek 
are zoned A-3 by the intent of the people 
of Loudoun.

It is in everyone’s best interest to pause 
this project until the Board of Supervi-
sors has more time to develop a com-
prehensive approach to data centers. 
We encourage a pause on approving this 
center until a new data center plan is offi-
cially approved by the County. The Board 
can just say ‘no.’

OPINION: JUST SAY NO, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 Show up at the Board Meeting on March 
13.  

Y​ou can sign up to speak at the following 
website  www.loudoun.gov/4853/About-​
Board-of-Supervisors-Meetings. You can ​ 
contact ​your Supervisor here:  www.
loudoun.​gov/86/Board-of-Supervisors. 

Now is the time to Stop the Madness!

John Lovegrove is the President of 
Loudoun’s Future, a Political Action 
Committee dedicated to preserving our way 
of life in Loudoun County.  He lives on a 
farm outside Hillsboro with his wife Judith 
and six horses, three dogs, one bird, and 
five goldfish. Go to Loudouns-future.org.

worthy of a review by an attorney,” 
said Forbes.

Planning Manager Boyd Law-
rence said the process is for him 
to communicate the request to 
the mayor and town manager. He 
said if the “parties think questions 
should be taken up, then they will 
be.”

In yet another attempt to get 
legal answers to planning com-
missions’ concerns Forbes said, “It 
would be helpful to know if it is 
moving through channels or we’ve 
been told no.”

PURCELLVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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criteria as outlined in the HCV 
Administrative Plan found 
at loudoun.gov/hcv.

 Eligibility is not limited to single per-
sons. For example, young adults who 
are parents are eligible to receive assis-
tance if they otherwise meet eligibility 
requirements.

  All eligible applicants will be placed 
on the HCV waitlist in order of date and 
time the referral and application are 
received. Vouchers are limited by federal 
funding (HUD allows a public housing 

agency to issue no more than 25 vouch-
ers within a federal fiscal year); being 
added to the waitlist does not guarantee 
receipt of a voucher.

Individuals interested in participat-
ing in the Foster Youth to Independence 
Initiative must begin by contacting the 
Loudoun County Department of Family 
Services at 703-737-8824.  

Anyone who requires a reasonable 
accommodation for any type of disabil-
ity or needs language assistance in order 
to participate in this process, may call 
703-737-8323/TTY-711. Advance notice 
is requested.

Bachelor of Science Degree in Theatre. 
Shortly thereafter, Barr started directing 
for the program and with the upcom-
ing The Wizard of Oz, she is now on her 
fourth show. 

Barr said, “The organization is so 
incredibly near and dear to my heart 
as it opened my eyes to so much love 
and understanding. As someone who is 
diagnosed and lives with ADHD, which 

is often overlooked and not taken seri-
ously, AFA is an incredibly safe space 
and I strive to create that space for all 
of our participants. The arts is beyond 
important and the participants that 
I’ve watched grow over the many years 
brings me so much joy and warmth.”

The show will run from March 8-17at 
the Franklin Parks Art Center in Purcell-
ville. For more information go to arts-
forallloudoun.org.

ARTS FOR ALL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

We won’t leave you powerless.

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service 
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss 

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch  
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and  

limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM. 
 

Our licensed adult day  
centers provide: 
 A safe, social environment 

with therapeutic activities 
 Respite for caregivers  
    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 

Purcellville 
co-located w/ Carver Center 

200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 

 

Leesburg 
near Leesburg Airport 

16501 Meadowview Ct. 
703-771-5334 

 

Video online at:  www.loudoun.gov/adultday 
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 

Ashburn 
off Loudoun County Pkwy 

45140 Bles Park Drive 
 571-258-3232 

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
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Our licensed adult day centers provide:
• A safe, social environment with therapeutic activities
• Respite for caregivers needing support & free time
• Reasonable sliding scale fees

percent of the AMI [annual median 
income] in the county. 

One hundred and eighty will be 
Multi-Family Attached Affordable 
Dwelling Units. These units will have 
varied facades to break up their profile.

The Village at Clear Springs is also just 
outside the Airport Impact Overlay Dis-
trict but within 1 mile of LDN 60 [day-
night average sound level] airport noise 
contours. One mile away will be an aver-
age of 60 decibels 24/7.

Staff in February 2023 wrote that the 
project does not fit the vision for the 
Transition Compact Neighborhoods. 
They believe that the development is 
more fundamentally suburban.  

The concept of TCNs calls for a mix of 
attached and detached housing, which 
is dense, but accompanied by deep set-
backs to preserve open space as the 
dominant feature.

The project includes two large 
non-residential areas which are a ten-
nis facility, and a linear park running 
through the middle. There is also going 
to be a park on the southernmost end. 

The developer is willing to build 
with or without the tennis facility, an 
L-shaped building, that is the indoor 
club/HOA headquarters. Since it reaches 
a height of 45 feet, staff rejects it as the 
TCN standards set a limit on building 
height at three stories or 36 feet. 

The applicant is also proffering $16 
million to widen Evergreen Mills Road to 
four, median-divided lanes.

Nevertheless, staff rejects the proposal 
because it doesn’t make a transition 
between the suburban areas and rural 
areas. Its scale, intensity, and density are 

inconsistent with the TPA. In order to be 
consistent, “open space and natural veg-
etation,” according to the 2019 Compre-
hensive Plan, need to be the dominant 
visual feature of the landscape.

Leesburg Mayor Kelly Burk said that 
residential uses are not compatible with 
this spot because of the proximity to the 
airport. The Leesburg Airport, she said, 
is the second busiest airport in Virginia, 
with 90,000 takeoffs and landings last 
year [247 per day]. The key reason for 
denial, is that the development will be 
directly below these flight paths, she 
said. 

Burk said, “future residents will be 
subject to a significant amount of noise 
… and the airport continues to grow.” 
At the minimum, the builder should 
be required to build in noise reducing 
materials, she said. 

As of Jan. 10, the builders are not plan-
ning to use any construction measures 
to reduce noise. 

J.C. Silvey, a Leesburg resident and 
airline pilot said that air contamination 
from the lead present in jet fuel must be 
considered. The public expressed con-
cern about the increased amount of light 
pollution.  

The public comments displayed a ten-
sion between the desire for affordable 
housing versus protection of the rural 
elements necessary to preserve the TPA. 
However, many supported the applica-
tion due to the affordable housing.

Supervisor Caleb Kershner (R-Catoc-
tin) made a motion to differ the decision 
until the March 13 BOS public hearing, 
at 6 p.m.

VILLAGE AT CLEAR SPRINGS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

LOUDOUN BEGINS FOSTER YOUTH, CON’T. FROM PAGE 10
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It will be nearly four times larger than the cur-
rent facility, which will reduce crowding, allow 
for expanded concessions and passenger ameni-
ties, and create additional space for operational 
areas, offices, aircraft servicing, and baggage 
handling.

The new regional and commuter terminal 
project will also improve Dulles’s environmen-
tal footprint, as the proposed new facility will be 
built to LEED Silver Certifiable standards. Envi-
ronmental improvements include support for 
electric aircraft servicing vehicles and the use of 
modern energy efficient construction methods 
and materials.

The    Airport Terminals Program  provides $1 
billion in grants annually for five years to address 
aging infrastructure at our nation’s airports.

you seek out the help of a family therapist. 

Dr. Mike,
My husband and I have done very well 

financially. Neither of us came from 
money or inherited anything substan-
tial, but we’ve worked hard and have 
acquired quite a bit of wealth. We live in 
a $12,000,000 house, and we have other 
properties, several businesses and a large 
amount of money saved and invested. 

My husband is adamant that we should 
not leave a dime to our kids, and he believes 
they should instead work for everything, 
like we did. While I agree with him that 
our children need to find their own way in 
life, I also don’t think it’s a terrible thing 
to help your adult kids or to leave them an 
inheritance if you can. 

Our financial advisor agrees with me, 
and he pointed out in our last meeting 
several very reasonable ways we can leave 
our adult children money without making 
their lives too easy. My husband became 
so upset in that meeting that he stormed 
out and threatened to divorce me if I didn’t 
side with him to leave our children abso-
lutely nothing. 

I was humiliated, and am confused about 
so much, including my marriage. What’s so 

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing 
complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

ASK DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

•	 What procedure is involved in removing a 
residential home within the Town of Purcellville 
and an HOA, from the Town Map and tax roll in 
support of a project like the 7/690 Interchange 
that is yet to be approved?

•	 Why is the county moving forward with the 
construction of the eastbound exit ramp despite 
the findings in the 2018 traffic study conducted 
by the County and VDOT, which indicated that 
the projected traffic volume from the first year 

up to estimates for 2040 does not justify the 
necessity of an eastbound exit ramp?

•	 Where is the traffic study that justifies the need 
for the 7/690 Interchange project now and in the 
future?

•	 What’s the impact to traffic on Main Street and 
Berlin Turnpike if the 7/690 Interchange is not 
constructed?

•	 If approved, what is the estimated timeline for 
completing the 7/690 Interchange project?

Mayor Milan’s approach, which seems to be driven 

by cognitive dissonance, undermines the importance 
of policymakers being able to adjust their course in 
response to new and significant data regarding threats 
to the well-being and safety of our citizens and their 
properties. 

In response to Mayor Milan, I emphasize the impor-
tance of careful consideration, stating, ‘Measure twice 
to cut once, and the divorce before the marriage is the 
best one.’

Kwasi Fraser is the former Mayor of the Town of 
Purcellville.

OPINION: RT. 7/690, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Books, looking for 
loving homes

American Lit, beginning to the 
present, used, low price, tilt to 

religion interest. To set up time to
visit Hamilton home, 

email: drwilliay@comcast.net.

Part Time Writer
Seeking part-time writer.  

Report news and activities that  
are shaping Loudoun County. 

Email editor@blueridgeleader.com.

Advertising Sales
Flexible hours, Build lasting relationships, 

Boost local businesses, Ignite creative 
thinking, Make a real impact! 

Email editor@blueridgeleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
bad about leaving our adult children our 
money once we’ve passed? Isn’t that what 
loving parents do if they’re able to? 

What’s crazy is that we have great kids 
whom we haven’t spoiled and who work 
hard and are caring to others. They go to 
public school and do well. They drive used 
average cars, and have jobs. They attend 
church and volunteer. Our oldest son just 
got accepted to a top university based 
solely off of his hard work and grades.  

I don’t want a divorce, but it seems this 
is the hill my husband wants our marriage 
to die on if I don’t fully comply with him.  
Please help. 

– Upset in Loudoun

Dear Upset in Loudoun,
While it’s admirable that your husband 

wants your children to make their own 
way in life, his extreme position to leave 
them absolutely nothing and to threaten 
divorce if you defy him, is concerning. 

Money means different things to people, 
and achieving wealth is determined by a 
myriad of factors – intelligence, overcom-
ing a difficult upbringing or adversities, 
talent, ego, status, luck, opportunities, etc. 
It’s not clear to me what personal wealth 
means to your husband, but based on what 
you’ve shared, I assume his relationship 

In my quarter-century-plus time-
line in Loudoun County – seemingly 
Ground Central for the housing 
(and just about any other use they 
can think of) development world, I 
had not once seen – or heard – this 
exact phrase. I recall much smaller 
(miniscule, in fact) Tree Save Areas 
within other building projects, but 
Hanson Regional Park has ACRES of 
trees – vast enough to feature walk-
ing trails which I placed on my wish 
list of activities for my next visit. 

I also missed out on getting a 
closer look at the historic Mansion 
House on the southern end of the 
facility. And I never crossed the 

highway to even get a good look at 
the western portion of the Park. Just 
a cursory look at my printed map 
(created by Loudoun County Parks 
and Recreation) shows multiple 
sporting facilities, pavilions, main-
tenance buildings, more ponds, and 
walking trails over there. 

Like I said, this is a BIG place, and I 
just happened to see it (on my com-
puter) while doing an aerial search 
of that part of the County, scouting 
out new territory for this series of 
stories. Go figure. And I did. 

And, during that walk along the 
edge of ‘the woods,’ I noticed a vast 
difference in the smells – even the 
tastes – of the air. I felt privileged 
to share this little portion of the 

atmosphere with these (mostly) 
silent beings, and slowed down to 
my ‘listening speed’ in walking. 
You know how people usually move 
slower in Church? That’s how I am 
in the wild. It’s a reconnection with 
things spiritual. Maybe this is where 
at least parts of the spirits of Hal 
and Berni Hanson like to reside. 

I’ll be back to visit them as soon 
as I can. And, if you should make an 
extra-early morning trip to the Park 
Playground, and you happen to see 
an ill-balanced, aging story teller, 
camera in hand, giving the textured 
slopes and other equipment a try 
– that just may be yours truly. Or 
– hopefully, someday – the better 
portions of my spirit.  

with money is complex.  
I encourage you to talk to your hus-

band with an open mind and loving 
heart to gain a greater understanding 
of why he feels the way he does. What 
are his absolutes about inheritance 
and divorce all about?  Who does he 
plan on leaving the money to if none 
of your children receive anything? I 
imagine that there’s much more to his 
views, and I hope he’s able to openly 
discuss things with you. It’s possible 
that your husband is just very anxious 
about ruining or spoiling your children 
and their drive to be productive and 
successful in life.  

Perhaps he has other and deeper 
emotional conflicts about the topic 
that have more to do with him. How-
ever, if the conversation doesn’t 
bring you closer together regarding 
the topic, I would recommend sched-
uling a consultation with a couple’s 
therapy.  

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. 
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in 
private practice. He can be reached 
at 703-723-2999, and is located 
at44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240, 
Ashburn.

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE),  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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www.bramhalltrucking.com  

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

540 338-6300                 703 771-1110

Executives

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

P R O P E R T I E S

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode

Phone: 571-242-0232
lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

Lovestoryhomes.com

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

LongandFoster.com/JanetEmmaGarbe

Proud SPONSOR Buchanan Hall Farmers Market STAGE!

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

 

 

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

703-450-4758

High Quality at Low Prices

www.vagroundcovers.com
21585 Cascades Pkwy, Sterling

Pick Up or Delivery

Mulch & Topsoil
Double Shredded Hardwood Mulch,  

Colored Mulch, Compost, Wood Chips, 
White Carpet Mulch and Decorative Gravel.

Targeting  
Loudoun County?

Reach local readers.

Email for more 
info: advertise@

blueridgeleader.com
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SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Mowing
Fertilizing
Aerating
Seeding
Spring & Fall Cleanup
Mulching
Leaf Removal
Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Brian W. Ebelhare

703 989-1472

GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

16322 Grasmere Place, Round Hill 

Marlena Bremseth
540-338-8403 

SPECIAL 
OCCASION 

CAKES

Raven’s 
Revenge Inc.

Old Fashioned Homemade Jams, 
Preserves, Salsa, Artisan Breads, 

Canning Instruction

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

 
WWW.SPRINGDALEVILLAGEINN.COM

1838 LincoLn Road, PuRceLLviLLe, va 20132 
Phone: 540-751-8686    TexT: 540-550-2010

Springdale Village inn 
CirCa1832

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

Targeting  
Loudoun County?

Reach local readers.

Email for more 
info: advertise@

blueridgeleader.com

26	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 MARCH 2024



200 East Main Street, Purcellville, Virginia 20132

Call us at 540.338.7190 for a free consultation. 

wildwoodlandscape.com

Design   Build   MaintainDesign   Build   Maintain
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           Lovettsville- 45 South Loudoun St-
Fabulously Restored! Charm & Character.
4 beds/3 baths. $799,000.

           Lovettsville- Move In Ready New
Construction! 5 beds/5 baths. No HOA! 
.57 acres.

          Clarke County- Mark Twain said, "Buy
Land. They're not making any more of it!”
130 Acres, potential for 5 lots. $1,495,000.

Sam Fisher, Principal Broker, Realtor®
Curt Schaber, Realtor®
Marci Huber, Realtor®

           Sunny cottage near Middleburg- 2 beds/1 full
bath. Updated kitchen! Rear deck & yard. Pets-case-
by-case basis. Flexible short/long term lease- rent
ranging $2400-$3000 a month. Owner/Agents.

Immediate DeliveryCirca 1915

Coming Soon            Bluemont Farm- Panoramic Views of Loudoun Valley. Main
Estate Home circa 1920. Guest House & 5 Stall Barn. $1,799,000

Please Call Sam: 703-408-4261

There’s no place like...
View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketprop

On The Market Properties | Bluemont, VA 
Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

Listen to Mark Twain!

Celebrating over 500 Transactions!
Ready to list your home? Selling should not be stressful! Since 1997, we know first hand how to calmly help our
clients position their homes to sell for top value and on the timeline they need. Our concierge affiliations with

organizers, stagers, contractors, window washers, landscapers and movers will help make the process go smoothly.

For Rent

Curt Schaber
Realtor®
Round Hill Resident
schabercurt@yahoo.com

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker
Bluemont Resident
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com


