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to State Corporation Commission

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

A current NextEra Energy senior attor-
ney and former legal advisor to Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
Commissioner Mark Christie was elected
to the Virginia State Corporation Com-

mission (SCC) Jan. 24
GOVERNMENT by the Virginia General
Assembly.

Kelsey Bagot has been working for Nex-
tEra for 1.5 years. Prior to that she was
the legal advisor to Christie for two years.
Christie himself'is a former SCC chairman.

Bagot is a Loudoun County resident and
graduated from Harvard in 2014, accord-
ing to her LinkedIn page. She has held 5
jobs in 10 years with her longest tenure
being just under three years. The SCC
position is a 6-year term starting April 1.

Just last month, the Blue Ridge Leader

reported on a current class action lawsuit
against NextEra and a $60 million bribery
and corruption scheme involving a sec-
ond energy company, FirstEnergy, which
resulted in a 20 year prison sentence for
an Ohio legislator and a $230 million gov-
ernment fine: https://blueridgeleader.
com/company-to-build-transmission-
lines-in-loudoun-has-history-of-legal-
problems/

NextEra and FirstEnergy are the two
companies selected in December 2023 to
build the highly controversial MidAtlan-
tic Resiliency Link (MARL), an electrical
transmission project that would build
130-miles of 500-kilovolt transmission
towers and lines from Southwestern
Pennsylvania, through West Virginia and
Maryland to Virginia, along with a new
500/138-kilovolt substation.

MARL must get approval from the SCC,
as well as other involved states, before
construction can begin on the transmis-
sion towers, lines and substation.

Bagot is the attorney who wrote a Nov.
22, 2023 letter to FERC requesting that
FERC allow reimbursement for costs that
NextEra will incur for the MARL project
before NextEra was even selected as the
project’s contractor. NextEra and FirstEn-
ergy were not approved by PJM Inter-
connection, the region’s electrical grid
operator, as the contractors on the MARL
project until Dec. 11, 2023.

Moreover, in her letter, Bagot asked for
FERC to allow reimbursement to begin
Jan. 22 in advance of the MARL project
being submitted to the SCC for review.
Bagot’s letter can be seen here: https://
www.pjm.com/directory/etariff/Ferc-

Since 1984

Odd

P AN
HARTLEY

HOME EXTERIORS

ROOFING = WINDOWS = S5IDING

540-441-7649

www.hartleyhomeexteriors.com

VOTED BEST

OF LOUDOUN

Dockets/7748/20231122-er24-472-000.
pdf.

Ironically, in a Dec. 19, 2023 FERC meet-
ing, Commissioner Christie criticized the
very practice of FERC allowing compa-
nies reimbursement, or “incentives”, in
advance of projects being approved.

“First, the Commission’s incentives
policies for years have beenridiculously

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

Majority council vote clears way for Rt. 7/690 Interchange

BY VALERIE CURY

“Iunderstand; and I hear you; and I feel
you,” said Purcellville Mayor Stan Milan
at the Jan. 23 Town of Purcellville Town
Council Work Session before his — and a
majority council yes vote — to vacate “a
part of a plat on which
is shown a 100-year
flood plain easement.”
The vote to vacate was 5-2 with Coun-
cil Members Chris Bertaut and Carol
Luke voting no. Milan voted against his
repeated promises to Purcellville citizens

GOVERNMENT

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!

This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switch.

“The Hunt Country staff is friendly, professional,
knowledgeable and genuinely cared that | gave them
my business. Their prices are consistently lower

than their competitors.”

in the Catoctin Meadows community to
defend them.

Council Member Carol Luke said she
had read a lot about the Rt/ 7690 Inter-
change. “I lived in a flood plain. I lived in
a 100-year flood plain in Aldie and it did
do the 100-year flood. It wasn’t any fun. I
know what it feels like.

“I know what it feels like to lose elec-
tricity for 3 days in an 1803 farm house.
I know what it feels like to bail my base-
ment all night long.

“This is on us. This isn’t a joke and try

—Ed, Leesburg

to get homeowners insurance when you
live in a 100-year flood plain.” Luke said
she was lucky enough that her insur-
ance had a tiny loop hole that “saved our
goose.”

“I totally think that the county wants
what they want and I think we are letting
down our citizens when we don’t protect
our rights and their property. Most of us
have most of our money in our houses ...
and you need to protect that.

“Don’t go take all of my money out of
my house. I want it and we don’t want to

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country.
My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner.
How much money we would have saved.”
—Caroline T.

do that to you. I don’t think it’s right.

“As I read all the information that we
have, all I can think of is bailing water all
night and loosing a whole lot. You can
not afford to do this to people.”

Said Luke, “It’s just the wrong thing
to do and I would say, since the county
has used a flood plain survey from 1977
in order to come up with this plan - they
owe it to the citizens of the town to do
a current flood plain analysis.” Luke said
the residents “need to be thoroughly

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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IT'S LIFE
CHANGING

n Finally! A local Doctor is helping cancer
(B survivors live lives free from the constant
pain and suffering associated with

Peripheral Neuropathy!

Irreversible is not a word you want
to hear from your Doctor but it's

a common one if you've been
diagnosed with Chemotherapy-
Induced Peripheral Neuropathy
or CIPN.

John T. of Leesburg survived
testicular cancer only to be living
life in constant pain. He felt as
though he were walking on pins
and needles, becoming weaker
and weaker every day. “l was
beginning to be worried that one
day | would be wheelchair-bound.”

Nearly half of the patients
who undergo chemotherapy
will develop Chemotherapy-

Induced Peripheral
Neuropathy or CIPN.

Chemotherapy meds travel
throughout the body and attack
cancer cells; sadly they can also
cause severe damage to healthy
nerves. CIPN can begin within
weeks of starting treatment and
can worsen as treatment continues.
A high number of really unfortunate
people will be forced to endure the
symptoms associated with CIPN

for months, or even years after
they’'ve completed chemo.

When asked how CIPN was
affecting his quality of life, he
responded, “It was difficult to
even walk up and down stairs
and do other things we usually
take for granted.”

The most common
symptoms include:

« pain, tingling, burning,
weakness, or numbness in
arms, hands, legs, or feet

« sudden, sharp, stabbing, or
shocking pain sensations

« loss of touch sensation

« clumsiness and trouble using
hands to pick up objects or
fasten clothing

« loss of balance and falling

For some, their nerves will recover
over time. For most, the nerve
damage is ‘irreversible.” John had
been told just that by a series of
Doctors and specialists. Essentially
they could cure his cancer but
couldn’t fix the damage done by
the drugs used to cure his cancer.

Then John made a call to Rachal
Lohr of FIREFLY |Acupuncture &
Wellness right here in Ashburn.
Rachal and her team are using the
time tested science of Acupuncture

and technology originally developed

by NASA that assists in increasing
blood flow and expediting recovery
and healing to treat this debilitating
disease.

After a series of treatments John
was taking stairs with stride!

“We have a beach house and it's up
stairs. This morning | walked right
down the stairs and got in the car,”
John shared.

“I remember thinking ‘That's
become mighty easy for me',
I didn’t have to hold on to
the handrail or anything!
It's life-changing to have
this mobility back!”

Again and again, we meet with
patients who were once diagnosed
as "untreatable” or “incurable”

but after receiving Rachal Lohr’s
treatments are now living lives free
from pain and suffering. For almost
17 years she has been reversing the
effects of CIPN and other varieties
of Peripheral Neuropathy, including
that is caused by diabetes without
invasive surgeries and medications
that come with uncomfortable side
effects.

If you've recently beat cancer only
to find that you're living a life in
constant pain and discomfort or
you're struggling with the same
symptoms as a result of either
Idiopathic Neuropathy or Diabetic
Peripheral Neuropathy, Rachal

and the incredible team at FIREFLY
can help!

Rachal Lohr is now accepting new
patients but only for a limited time.
In an effort to protect her patients,
both current and future, she has
made the difficult decision to limit
the number of patients seen in her
clinic.

Only 10 new neuropathy patients
will be accepted monthly so call
(703)263-2142 now to schedule
a consultation.

Visit FIREFLYAcuAndWellness.com to learn more and

to take advantage of their New Patient Offer!

Advertisement
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From struggle
fo success

Marie De La Fleur
opens in Landsdowne

Six years ago, Natalie Ramos would
have never expected to be opening a
restaurant with her daughter. Six years
ago on this very day, Ramos knocked
on her neighbor’s door and asked if she
would help her boil pots of water so that
she could give her 11- year-old daughter
a bath.

It was a few weeks prior that LAWS
Shelter gave Natalie gifts and food for
her younger daughter for the Christmas
holiday and Loudoun Cares would also
aid in restoring the electricity and heat
that was disconnected in the midst of
the winter.

Today, as she gazes out of the win-
dow to the view of snow cascading over
her window panes, she remembers the
17 staples left to her by the aftermath
of domestic violence. She remembers
asking God for strength and making
a promise that if he helped her build a
legacy, she would use it to change the
world.

Her daughter Tiana shortly moved
from Colorado back to Virginia to help
her build the legacy she imagined.

Upon her arrival to Virginia, Tiana
immediately used her culinary expertise
she gained from the Culinary Institute
of America to help her imperiled family;
working side by side with her mother to
make that dream a reality.

Today, Chef Natalie resides on the
board of two non-profits that help those
in a similar situation as her in the past,
she has become the recipient of the Ris-
ing Star Award for the National Associ-
ation of Women Business Owners, and
her daughter, who has recently taken the
helm of the family business, has received
the award for Superior Service for the
Small Business Awards for the Loudoun
County Chamber of Commerce.

Not only has this become a dynamic
and phenomenal mother/daughter
team, but the entire family contributes
to the family business by giving their
free time or by being employed directly
by the company she has built, and her
daughter continues to grow.

Through their catering company,
Natalie and Tiana have donated in
excess of $250,000 in donations and ser-
vices to churches, nonprofits, shelters,
hospitals, teachers, schools, the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts, and individuals
not only needing but wanting to change
their lives.

Natalie and Tiana Ramos added
another chapter to their lives with the
Jan. 16 grand opening of their restau-
rant, Marie De La Fleur, located at 19375
Magnolia Grove Square in Leesburg.
They are located within the Landsdowne
Woods Senior Living community.
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How to cope when your pre-teen/teen

doesn’'t want to spend time with you

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

There is certainly a lot written on the Empty Nest Syn-
drome - the period of grief that many parents feel after
their grown child leaves home - but there are far fewer
articles on how parents can best navigate their pre-teen
or teen’s journey toward independence while still living
at home.

The journey from childhood to adulthood is marked by
significant emotional and developmental milestones, one
of which is the onset of the “Separate Nest Syndrome.”
This term captures the essence of a phase in a pre-teen
or teen’s life where they begin to assert their indepen-
dence, often distancing themselves from their parents
and family.

The period can be challenging for parents who might
feel a sense of loss, confusion and rejection as their once
dependable and engaging child starts to pull away. It’s a
natural evolution in the parent-child relationship, but it
can stir up emotions for both parties.

It’s not uncommon for pre-teens or teens to spend
more time in their room or with friends and less time

communally as a family member, and that can occur in
several ways — from pre-teens or teens not wanting to sit
down for family meals, to their not wanting to go on fun
family vacations.

While this stage of parenting is a difficult one emotion-
ally for parents, it’s important to remember that the quest
for independence in pre-teens and teens is a fundamental
aspect of their growth — your child isn’t selfishly doing
this to you, they’re doing this for themselves as part of
their development.

It’s during these years that our growing children start
to carve out their identity, separate from their family.
This process involves exploring personal interests, and
relationships outside of the family unit. The preference
for spending time with peers is a healthy developmental
sign, as friends provide a mirror through which pre-teens
and teens can see themselves as individuals, distinct from
their role in the family.

In the era of digital connectivity, social media plat-
forms like TikTok have become a ubiquitous part of pre-
teen and teen life. These platforms offer more than just

Ask Dr. Mike

By Michael
Oberschneider, Psy.D.
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entertainment; they provide avenues for self-expres-
sion, community building, and identity exploration. It’s
important to understand that they are using these spaces
to navigate the complexities of social interactions and
self-discovery in a digital age.

So, how do we manage the emotional bruising that can
occur when our pre-teen or teen pulls away from us or the
family? The separate nesting phase of parenting is a time
for parents to come to terms with and accept their own
feelings of loss or loneliness while appreciating that their
child’s independence is a sign of healthy growth. Recog-
nizing and respecting this transition — and not over per-
sonalizing it — is the first step in maintaining a positive
relationship during this time.

In any healthy and important relationship communi-
cation is key. It’s essential to talk openly with your child
about the changes you’re both experiencing. Approach
conversations with empathy, an open mind, and a loving
heart, ensuring that your child feels heard.

Work together to create the new normal. During this

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

BY TIM JON

I am not one to dwell in the past; in the performance
of my six-day-a-week job, my colleagues and I generally
work at such a frantic pace that we joke about forget-
ting our own names. That’s not as far from the truth as
you might guess, what with mail carriers
expected to organize every letter, cata-
logue, magazine and parcel for roughly
five hundred individual households.

Then we load the items into an anti-
quated - often cantankerous — vehicle
and safely and correctly deliver each piece
on a route stretching anywhere from 10
to 60 miles — all the while scanning hundreds of items
along the way with a device many of us believe was con-
structed in Hades.

Having described the greater portion of my day-to-day
work schedule, I also find it deeply therapeutic — perhaps
even lifesaving — to find various means of stress relief
- or de-compression — both after a particularly arduous
day, and at the end of each work week. After serving —
essentially — as the tip of a spear being thrust into the
gearworks of time and space, I simply slow down - stop,
even — long enough, not only to literally remember who
I am, but to allow the past to catch up with me.

.
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This long introduction pretty much describes each
journey I take in approaching one of these stories. I step
out of the continuously turning wheel of chronology and
capture moments — both on camera and etched upon the
soul — which remain - if I'm doing THIS job correctly —
indelible, and immune to decay or mutation. Then, mis-
sion accomplished, I quite literally leap back into the
spinning wheels of time and hurl myself headlong into
the rapidly-approaching future.

Now, it’s hard to deny the existence and importance
of the past in a historic churchyard. Worn gravestones,

ALLOW FRESH AIR INTO YOUR HOME
WITH A RETRACTABLE SCREEN

SPECTRUM" STORM DOOR

(@ProVia

THE PROFESSIONAL WAY

Just like nothing (else) on earth: Leesburg Presbyterian Churchyard

some dating back hundreds of years, carefully-tended
grounds remaining essentially unchanged for a similar
time period, and of course the house of worship — serv-
ing as a familiar landmark for the whole community.

When I last paid a visit to the Leesburg Presbyterian
Church, artifacts from the past greeted me at my car
door and accompanied my tour along the entire length.
You see, much of the property at the local religious facil-
ity remains devoted to ancient burial plots - stretching
from the parking lot on the west side of the Church to the
walkway on the east side of the original brick structure.

The years can speak volumes. Many of the gravestones
reveal a two-hundred-year-old chronology, and portions
of the brick-and-mortar worship space date back to the
Year 1804.

I find it far less pressing to succumb to present-day
worries of grappling with malfunctioning technol-
ogy and other cumbersome implements as I walk the
grounds of an historic congregation, literally fertilized
with the clay and dust of those who came before us. The
uncounted remains beneath the heavy stones expressed
absolutely no care for my recent tribulations, or my
intermittent worries of the foreseeable future. I find it
much easier to let go of the momentary rules, orders and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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Milan and Rayner do a U turn

BY VALERIE CURY

For a third time since the council
vote on Nov. 14, 2023, Council Member
Chris Bertaut tried to get the majority
of town council’s approval to remove
the Northern Collector Road from the
2009 Purcellville Town Wide Transpor-
tation Plan. At the Jan. 23 Town Council

Work Session, the new
GOVERNMENT majority on council

voted 5-2 to wait years
until a study is done before considering
the removal of the Northern Collector
Road. Council Members Carol Luke and
Chris Bertaut voted against delaying
the removal.

Just two months prior, in a Nov. 14,
2023, town council meeting, council
voted to approve easements necessary
to build a water tower near the Mayfair
community — with the caveat of imme-
diately removing the Northern Collec-
tor Road from the town transportation
plan. Removing the NCR from the plan
would make it more difficult in the
future to extend Mayfair Crown Drive
to Fields Farm Road.

In addition, the County Depart-
ment of Building and Development,
Land Development Division has asked
the applicant of the proposed Valley
Commerce Center, which is across the
road from Mayfair to put in an align-
ment for the Northern Collector Road.
The potential alignment is directly
across the road from Mayfair Crown
Drive on the conceptual plat.

In a memo on Sept. 8, 2023, county
staff wrote, “Staff notes the proposed
right-of-way dedication for future
north collector road. Staff questions if a
temporary turn around will be provided
until such time that the future collector
road is completed as a through road.”

At the Nov. 14 meeting then Coun-
cil Member Erin Rayner, a resident of
Mayfair said, “If we vote to approve this
[easement we need] immediate action
to update the amendment to the Com-
prehensive Plan to say that road will
not go through. We’ll put it to an end
- that argument. So, I think it’s a good
idea.”

At the same meeting Mayor Stan
Milan said he agreed with then Coun-
cil Member Ron Rise Jr. who said the
council should take immediate action
after the easement is approved “to
amend the Comprehensive Plan and
update the 2009 Transportation Plan
to reflect those intentions. We should
make the intention clear that there’s no
intention to connect this road [Mayfair
Crown Drive to Fields Farm Road which
would also be known as the Northern
Collector Road].”

Said Milan, “I would like to echo

the comments of Council Member
Rise. It’s imperative that we do make
known that the intent is not to connect
to the Mayfair Crown Drive.”

At the Jan. 23 work session, Bertaut
said he was bringing back the issue
before council and “there is a list of
changes that reference individual cita-
tions of the Northern Collector Road”
as well as the mention of extending O
Street.

O Street is currently a dead-end
street, but Casey Chapman has spoken
about his desire for the town to extend
O Street from 21%t Street through to
Hatcher Avenue. Extending O Street
would dump traffic from Chapman’s
approved Vineyard Square project onto
Hatcher Avenue.

The Vineyard Square project was
approved 13 years ago by the Lazaro
council, and since Chapman has all the
permits, he can build the project at any
time.

Said Council Member Chris Ber-
taut at the Jan. 23 meeting, “This list
is coming around the 3 time to town
council and the intent here is to amend
not to revise the transportation plan,
the difference being that in amending
we simply take out dated or no longer
functional references to projects or
structures that either are not recom-
mended by the comprehensive plan or
perhaps should never have been there
in the first place.

“One of the arguments we’ve heard
on previous rounds of discussions is
that we need to revise,” Bertaut said,
adding that would be a “top to bottom
long range” goal.” He said that complet-
ing a revised plan would take at least 2
years between putting the money into
the budget and executing a complete
revised plan.

Bertaut said the town didn’t put the
NCR into the 2009 Transportation Plan
using any study. “They just copied and
pasted from the county long range
transportation plan. We just dropped it
in place.”

He said that to be consistent with the
town’s comprehensive plan - which
was updated in 2020 - “there’s a spe-
cific recommendation to remove the
NCR from the town’s plan. It says the
town council does not approve of the
NCR.

“So far we have had nothing but
verbal assurances from our county
elected officials that the NCR itself is
dead. The county however has done
nothing to remove the NCR from its
own transportation plan.”

“The action item here is to direct the
planning commission to once again
review the references to the NCR and

remove them where they do not make
sense,” said Bertaut.

Vice Mayor Erin Rayner said, “It’s bad
policy to ad hoc-ly [sic] remove some-
thing from our transportation plan.”

Cutting off further discussion Ray-
ner then said, “So, with that I move to
end the consideration of the removal
of the Northern Collector Road and
O Street as referenced in the 2009
Transportation Plan and end consider-
ations from the planning commission

regarding this topic until a new town
wide transportation plan has been
completed.”

Her motion passed with a majority.
Mayor Stan Milan, and Council Mem-
bers Mary Jane Williams, Caleb Stought
and Kevin Wright joined Rayner to shut
down discussion and action from the
planning commission about removing
the Northern Collector Road and O
Street from the 2009 Purcellville Town
Wide Transportation Plan.
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A Eulogy for Bad Larry

BY CHARLIE HOUSTON

I usually write about the imperative to
save western Loudoun and address land
use issues. A recurring
theme has been populism
- the county belongs to its
people, not businesses or promoters. This,
though, is about a particular person.

OPINION

Quality of Life

Everyone seems to know what “quality of
life” means, but do we really?

Obviously “quality of life” in western
Loudoun includes our farms and lands,
the Blue Ridge, elbow room as opposed to
dense development, peace and quiet.

I think our quality of life is superb, and
part of what makes it so is the people who
live here.

Rescuing a Sheep

As I write this, a stray sheep — a ram -
has escaped his paddock after his caretaker
died and is wandering the neighborhood.
Five or six people have jumped in to corral
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Mr. Sheep, take him to a safe stall in our
neighbor’s barn and start trying to find
him a new home.

Knowing your neighbors and pitching in
to help on something like this would have
been unlikely inside the Beltway. It’s part
of daily life here, though.

The Good and Not-So-Good

A good quality of life demands good
people, and we are blessed. We are also
blessed by having an extended circle of
friends that goes much further than just
people of similar upbringing, education,
occupation and interests. We are enriched
by some folks for whom “good” is not quite
accurate. Such had been Mr. Sheep’s care-
taker, Bad Larry.

Bad Larry

Maintaining a farm of any size takes a
lot of work, energy, time and knowledge.
Add horses and pet goats and donkeys,
and you need help. That’s why I hired Bad
Larry some years ago.

Larry called himself “a hillbilly.” He was
scrawny, slovenly and somewhat sneaky.
Larry was not smart in a quantitative
sense; he was probably one standard devi-
ation short of mean IQ.

When your job is to muck stalls, feed
horses and put out hay, lacking one stan-
dard deviation is not a problem.

Larry Moves In

Larry lived with two other hillbillies in a
shack north of Lovettsville. It was vile, as

were his house mates. Larry wanted out
and asked if he could park a camper at our
place for a while.

“Sure,” I said.

Larry’s camper was a rusty 1986 Dodge
Caravan he parked next to a barn. It was
his home and he had no complaints. I was
glad to have farm help on the premises at
all times.

Larry started with a good attitude and
an acceptable work ethic. In addition to
his barn work, he’d mow the lawn, bush-
hog pastures, do basic carpentry, and so
on. He amused me and was quite funny
in a down-home way. I'll never know if he
planned his humor or if was accidental.

Larry Could Be Funny

Here are actual conversations I had with
him, word for word:

Charlie: “How far did you get in school?”

Larry: “My family wrote me out in the six-
and-a-half grade.”

Charlie: “How old were you in the six-and-
a-half grade?’

Larry: “Seventeen.”

Charlie: “Larry, you’re supposed to be rak-
ing the walnuts, not talking to them!”
Larry: “It’s okay if they don’t talk back.”

Charlie: “What’s up, Larry?”

Larry: “I need to get me a fat woman.”

Charlie: “Why on earth do you want a fat
woman?”

“y

Larry: “cause the regular ones won’t have
nothing to do with me.”

Charlie: “Larry, how many brothers and
sisters do you have?”
Larry: “Six or seven.”

Larry: “Sometimes I ain’t right in the
head.”

Charlie: “What do you mean?”

Larry: “They tell me I got mental thinking
confusion disorder.”

That was definitely true. Larry once
said something about “smoking green
cigarettes.”

“What’s a green cigarette?” I asked.

Larry suddenly spoke like an educated
chemist. Using proper English and good
grammar, he rattled off a list of chemicals
he mixed into an elixir of illegal drugs, in
which he soaked cigarettes.

Why Bad Larry?

Larry did his chores at about the 70%
level. He resented being told what to do.
He was sticky-fingered and I learned the
hard way not to leave cash on tables or
counters.

However, the real reason we called him
Bad Larry was to distinguish him from
another Larry who helped us with plumb-
ing, electrical stuff, carpentry, and more.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Medical treatment should be
focused on treating all patients

Dear Editor:

I am writing regarding an email written by Sherita Hill

Dear Editor:

45 days of early voting
IS excessive

Another commonsense bill was killed by democrats in our

Golden, PhD. Chief Diversity Officer at Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital. Dr. Hill is the Director of the Diversity Equity and
Inclusion office at Johns Hopkins. The email
was sent to all Johns Hopkins faculty and
was also shared online. In the email Dr. Hill
Golden discusses “privilege.” She says “privilege” provides
advantages and favors to those in the dominant group at
the expense of those in other groups. She says privilege is
characteristically invisible to people who have it. She goes
on to say privilege is granted to people who have member-
ship in one or more of the following groups such as white
people, heterosexuals, males, and Christians, to name a few.

Her definition of “privilege” and her list of all those who
are “privileged” causes concern. I would not want to be a
patient in a hospital where faculty and staff, when treat-
ing patients, are taught to discriminate and put people into
groups.

As the director of DEI, she has ranked people into sepa-
rate groups. Inclusion should be her goal, not exclusion. A
hospital is in business to treat all people who are ill, regard-
less of rank or status as determined by the office of DEI.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

LETTER

state Senate. SB 81 would have reduced our 45 days of early
voting (first put into VA law in 2020 due to COVID) down to
three weeks.

Our Senators Perry and Subramanyam sit
on the Privileges and Elections subcommit-
tee. Both of them, along with all the other democrats on the
subcommittee, voted to kill the bill before even debating the
merits.

Senators Perry and Subramanyam endorse the tired talk
that reducing the number of days for early voting amounts to
voter suppression. Really? It must be terrible to be a voter in
our neighboring states.

Maryland and North Carolina permit early voting begin-
ning the third Thursday prior to election day. That’s about 18
days. In Tennessee, early voting starts 20 days before election
day. In West Virginia, it’s 13 days. In DC, 10 days. And in
Kentucky, it’s 5 days.

Therealityis that 45 days of early voting is excessive. Mainly,
it’s a drain on the over-worked county General Registrars who
run elections, their staff, and the election officers from each
community who oversee and execute the election.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

LETTER
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GRANITE & CABINET CENTER
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GO'- gle 4.9 Jk#kk 84 Google reviews “The professionalism of the team is outstanding. The entire process was very

efficient. They handled the entire process with diligence, attentiveness, and
great communication. | had a hard time choosing because all of their designs
were stunning. | had an amazing experience. | will definitely be doing further house renovation projects with them. | wholeheartedly recommend Granite Center
to anyone whao is looking for a team that will make a kitchen renovation the most easy and rewarding process!” - Happy Customer
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Reviews Countertop store in Sterling, Virginia
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Milan road blocks planning commission's
Vineyard Square legal questions

BY VALERIE CURY

On Jan. 4, while working on updating
the zoning ordinance, the Purcellville
Planning Commission said they have
asked several times for legal opinions on
three items. The commission has asked,
through staff, for the town attorney to
render the legal status of the Vineyard
Square project, “and we have not heard

aresponse on that,” said
— Planning Commission
GOVERNMENT  chair Nan Forbes. “We

requested that the town
attorney review the procedures fol-
lowed by the county for Catoctin Mead-
ows Lot 74, and render an opinion if all
the proper steps were taken and in the
proper order, and we have not heard a
response on that.”

A residence located on Lot 74 of the
Catoctin Meadows Homeowners Asso-
ciation Subdivision, purchased by the
Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors, was extinguished by then Zoning
Administrator Don Dooley on July 12,
2022. Dooley who was also the Planning
and Economic Development Director at

the time, extinguished Lot 74 with his
signature on a plat titled dedication of
right of way.

County Administrator Tim Hemstreet
signed the deed of dedication to extin-
guish the lot on the same day. This was
done without any notification, discussion
or public hearings both at the Planning
Commission and Town Council level.
It was only discovered when citizens
looked at a county map and could no
longer find Lot 74 in the county records.
Dooley resigned in December 2022.

The planning commission also
requested a legal opinion on non-con-
forming lots — generally 25 ft. wide sliver
lots — “and we haven’t heard a response
on that,” said Forbes.

Planning Manager Boyd Lawrence
informed the planning commission
that the department “will not” forward
any requests to the town attorney on
Vineyard Square because the town staff
believes that nothing has changed based
upon the previous decision, and all per-
mits are extended through 2025.

Lawrence said he was also informed by

the town manager that requests for legal
opinions from the planning commission
have to go through the mayor for per-
mission because there is “an expense to
get the service.”

As of the end of December 2023 the
legal department spending was at 43.4
percent of its budget.

Vice-Chair Ed Neham said he would
like to know if the developers of Vine-
yard Square are still required to do all the
things they were required to do before.
“Are they vested? Did they spend the
money they were supposed to spend?
Did they get the permits and permis-
sions they were supposed to get? Or will
this be dragged out ad infinitum?”

Forbes added, “The reason we wanted
to get further input from the town attor-
ney is because there is a certain degree
of ambiguity in the language of the code
section 15.2-2209.1:1. It addresses the
issue of the extension.”

“What it says is not withstanding any
time limits for validity set forth ... any
subdivision plat valid under 15.22260
and outstanding as of July 1,2020 and

any recorded plat or site plan valid and
outstanding shall remain valid until July
1, 2025 or any such later date under local
law.

“Then it goes on to say that not with-
standing any other provision of this
chapter ... any deadline in the exception
permit or in the zoning ordinance that
requires the land owner or developer to
commence the project or incur signifi-
cant expenses related to improvements
for the project within a certain time is
extended until July 1 [2025].

“So the issue,” asked Forbes, “is
what constitutes commencing the
project? What is the definition of incur-
ring significant expenses? And that
has not been ascertained. The statute
requires that — that be interpreted.”

Forbes continued, “What milestone to
the town explicitly or implicitly required
the developer to commence the project?
What constitutes commencement? Did
the project meet all its necessary dead-
lines prior to July 1 [2020]?

“What are the significant expenses?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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Independently Owned
and Operated

Happy Valentine’s
Day to you and
your pet family.

PET SUPPLIES PLUS.

Minus the hassle.

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
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Self-Service Pet Wash
5 for $25
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Full-Service 1 Hour Curbside

Grooming
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Pickup

Free Delivery
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Inching closer?

Town of Leesburg to take up Compass
Creek annexation issue Feb. 13

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

The Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors voted unanimously Jan. 16 to
approve a mediated settlement regard-
ing the annexation of Compass Creek,
a retail and commercial
center that includes a
323-acre Microsoft data
center campus, Walmart and the Ion
International Training Center in South
Leesburg.

Since 2019, the Town of Leesburg
and Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors have been haggling over 402 acres
within Compass Creek that the Town
seeks to annex from the County to bring
into Town limits.

Currently there are two data centers
being built adjacent to the Ion Interna-
tional Training Center that the Town
will be supplying water and sewer for.
However, the tax revenue generated by
those future data centers, along with the
existing Walmart and AtHome Store that
sit on current County-owned land, goes
to Loudoun County. The Town believes
it should receive tax income from

GOVERNMENT

development it supplies resources for.
“The Town Council convened in a
closed session Jan. 18 to speak with legal
counsel regarding recent mediation
efforts between the Town and County
regarding the pending annexation pro-
ceedings. Any agreement would have to
be approved by the respective govern-
ing bodies. A four-day hearing before
the Commission on Local Government
remains scheduled for early March, but

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1973
Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.

540-338-2060

55 E. Colonial Highway (Old Rt 7) Hamilton, VA 20158

Parking in rear

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & BUI

42660 Little River Turnpike (Rt 50)

Chantilly, VA. 20152

GREENWORKSLANDSCAPING.COM

703-327-2233 phone
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JOIN OUR
TEAM.
VISIT OUR
WEBSITE
TODAY.
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40 Years of Experience

Purcellville Electric LLC

RESIDENTIALL.JCOMMERCIAL
540-338-2424 www.PurcellvilleElectric.com

Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects

Rayner
appointed
Vice Mayor

BY VALERIE CURY

It is customary to appoint a new vice
mayor every year for the Purcellville
Town Council. At the Jan. 9 Purcell-
ville Town Council Meeting Council

Member Erin Rayner

GOVERNMENT Wwas appointed Vice
Mayor for the vyear.

type pictures of her at a town council
meeting. I just don’t think she is the
best person suited for the position.”
Bertaut was referring to a town
council meeting in July 2022 when
Council Member Erin Rayner falsely
accused then Council Member Stan
Milan of “taking up close photos and
videos” of her from the dais at a meet-
ing. Rayner’s letter accusing Milan of
inappropriate behavior was read into
the record by Council Member Mary
Jane Williams, as Rayner was absent.
Replying to Bertaut’s comment to
Milan, Council Member Mary Jane
Williams said, “I believe that Ms. Ray-
ner is the best person for this, bring-
ing in the business aspect working

Milan said he needed fresh ideas and
he knew where Rayner stands. “It’s a
confidant,” he said.

In 2020 Milan, Williams and Bertaut
ran together with then Mayor Kwasi
Fraser on a slow growth platform
against the heavily developer funded
Rayner. Milan also ran for mayor on
the same platform. Since that time,
Williams and Milan have aligned
themselves with Rayner and other
pro-development council members.

Since 2020 to present Rayner has
raised $72,476 with $32,000 coming
from area developers including the
developers of Vineyard Square and
their affiliates. Through her campaign
she donated $10,178 to Caleb Stought.

The.vote was 6-1 ‘f"ith then Vice Mayor  said Bertaut, “that Council Member with EDAC. And my thought is tobring In his most recent campaign one of
Chrls Bertaut voting no. Rayner is the individual who falsely up the past - we’re trying to move for- the owners of Vineyard Square held a
[ just want to remind the mayor,” accused him of taking peeping Tom ward - is what we should do.” fundraiser for him.

Join Us as We Journey Through
the Old World Vineyards of Spain!

WEDNESDAY
7 FEBRUARY 202«
THEL8) Y
[EESBURG, VA

$150 All Inclusive
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Transmission line route slated south of Rt. 7

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

Dominion Energy says it is proposing
a final route for a new 10-mile 500/230
kV electric transmission line and two
substations in Ashburn after months of
analyzing whether the
line should go north or
south of Rt. 7.

The transmission line would run on
the south side of Rt. 7 between Belmont
Ridge Road and Loudoun County Park-
way. The “Aspen to Golden 500/230 kV
Project” would connect two proposed
substations in Ashburn. The Aspen

GOVERNMENT

substation is along the W&OD Trail just
east of Crosstrail Boulevard, and the
Golden substation is located on the east
side of Pacific Boulevard just north of
the W&OD Trail.

The proposal does have an alterna-
tive that could involve a short segment
crossing to the north side of Rt. 7 at the
Claiborne Parkway interchange to avoid
an approved residential development,
but also would move the line closer to
homes in Lansdowne and would require
two Rt. 7 crossings.

Dominion said burying power lines

underground is not an option due to the
number of circuits involved and ther-
mal capacity concerns that make under-
grounding impractical. Burying lines
are also more expensive than installing
them above ground.

Dominion plans to submit its proposal
to the Virginia State Corporation Com-
mission by the end of March. The SCC
has regulatory authority over all energy
providers in Virginia. It requires a certi-
fication for all transmission lines gener-
ating electricity at or above 138 kV.

Among other responsibilities, the SCC

validates the need for proposed electric
transmission lines and approves routes
and structures. In reviewing a proposed
project, the SCC must consider whether
potential impacts on scenic assets, his-
toric districts, and the environment have
been reasonably minimized.

Contact the Electric Transmission
Project Team at: powerline@domin-
ionenergy.com or 888-291-0190. Learn
more here: https://engage.erm.com/
sites/novareliability/downloads/Aspen-
to-Golden-January2024-Boards.pdf.

Community weighs in at public hearing
for Philomont Fire Station

BY REED CARVER

The Board of Supervisors, at their Jan.
10 public hearing, deferred a decision
for a zoning Special Exception for a new
fire station in the rural historic village of
Philomont.

Earlier that night, the board consid-
ered a proposal for a new 18,800 sq. ft.
Philomont Fire Station to be built on

the 7-acre Horse Show
GOVERNMENT Grounds located within

the Village Conservation
Overlay District and zoned Countryside
Residential (CR1) which requires a special
exception for this type of civil structure.

The current fire station has been in
operation since 1956 with additions in
the 70’s and 90’s and is located with two
other historic community buildings, the
Community Center, and the Philomont
General Store.

Philomont residents have argued that
the modernization through addition/ren-
ovation, designed by Bill Ridge, would
retain the distinctiveness of the village
better than a new station on the Horse
Show Grounds. The addition to the exist-
ing 9,000 sq. ft. firehouse would add
12,000 sq. ft. totaling 21,000 sq ft. Com-
munity support is reflected in a petition
of 451 residents who do not want the new
building.

During the county staff presentation,
staff stated that adaptive re-use of the
existing building is more in line with the
Comprehensive Plan vision for Philo-
mont; but it was too impractical. Staff said
the intentions of the Comprehensive Plan
can be satisfied because the architecture
of the proposed new station is intended to
break up its large profile, and blend with
the area in using rural motifs.

Loudoun County Fire & Rescue Chief
Keith Johnson said he believes the new

building proposal is optimal, because it’s a
one-story floor plan, and the existing facil-
ity has confines, and a temporary facility
would be needed if it was renovated.

Chief Johnson reiterated in a later inter-
view that a renovated station would share
one of its entrances with the parking lot
of the community center, creating haz-
ards for children and possible delays. He
acknowledged that in the renovation plan,
fire vehicles could avoid the parking lot
and exit directly onto Snickersville Turn-
pike in an emergency. Likely the vehicles
would still pass through the parking lot on
return.

Bill Ridge’s renovation plan has two
stories. Other two-story designs have
been built in Ashburn, Sterling and other
places, but Johnson said a one story design
contributes to a faster response time,
because stairs are slow. The problem could
be solved by fire poles, but Johnson said
they should be avoided because they have
caused injuries and are especially danger-
ous at night.

At the Public Hearing two veteran fire-
fighters said that the new station will meet
fire department needs. John Myers, speak-
ing for a firefighter’s union, said response
times are the top priority. “We want res-
idents to sleep soundly, knowing help is
just minutes away,” he said.

Dulany Morison said the Horse Show
Grounds are a contributor to Philomont’s
National Register of Historic Places desig-
nation, and it’s a critical community space.

Jane Covington, speaking for the Heri-
tage Commission highlighted the history
of the Grounds. They were bought in 1962,
with community money from fundraisers
which were held with the collaboration
of the Volunteer Fire Department and the
community.

In a later interview Philomont resident

Madeline Skinner said the 7 acres were
bought from farmer Frank Pierce. The
PVED bought the land for $10 according to
the deed. However, Skinner and Philomont
resident Stephen Price said that the land
was bought for $4,800, with money raised
from the community. The Ladies Auxiliary
ran most of the fundraising events until
2012, and retired in 2017.

Since 2005, Covington said the rela-
tionship between the PVFD and the com-
munity changed. The PVFD leadership
avoided cooperation with the community,
and they were no longer connected.

PVED Chief Richard Pearsall, and board
chair Douglass Frost however gave a dif-
ferent explanation. In a later interview
they explained that the shift was due to a
lack of volunteers. Philomont had become
more of a bedroom community, thus the
transition to career staff was necessary.

Pearsall said at the Jan. 10 meeting, “I
think it’s time to move on ... I want to say
this in bold letters, the Philomont Volun-
teer Fire Department wishes to reiterate
that by an approved motion the existing

station is not, emphasis, is not being made
available or offered for renovation or
adaptation as a fire station ... It’s privately
owned by the fire department.”

Frost said in an interview that the PVFD
never said they would sell the existing sta-
tion for renovation. They were just asked
for the value, which they place at $2 mil-
lion. “We were never inclined to give them
[county] that property,” he said, “never as
a donation. We don’t want to materially
change the existing facility.”

Phil Ebaugh, a landscape architect, said
that if a new station was built, “We’re
going to have this huge, abandoned build-
ing, doing nothing,” referencing the cur-
rent station if the firefighters move.

Erin Gable owns a house adjacent to the
Horse Show Grounds. She thinks the pro-
posed station would be “a monstrosity,”
and she is concerned that the presence of
carcinogens and chemicals running off the
property and entering groundwater could
contaminate her well. The surrounding
neighbors worry about the same impact.

Amanda Fallon lives in one of the old-
est log cabins in Philomont, across Snick-
ersville Turnpike from the entrance to
the proposed station. “This will create
light pollution and a lot of noise ... Please
adhere to our county policies and zoning,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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Rt. 15 improvements move forward

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

At its Jan. 23 meeting, the Leesburg
Town Council endorsed a $2 million
request for Regional Surface Transpor-
tation Program funding from the North-
ern Virginia Transportation Authority
for Fiscal Year 2030
for the Rt. 15 bypass
interchange at
Edwards Ferry Road
and Fort Evans Road project.

The project consists of the develop-
ment of a new grade-separated inter-
change on Edwards Ferry Road at the Rt.
15 bypass and will include the intersec-
tion of Ft. Evans Road. New crosswalks
and sidewalks will be built along with a
new shared-use path along westbound
Fort Evans Road.

The project area has experienced sig-
nificant commercial growth with con-
struction of shopping centers over the
past few decades and, as a result, traffic
volumes are beyond the capacity of the
existing at-grade signalized intersec-
tions, the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation said.

Currently, there is heavy conges-
tion due to high traffic volumes on Rt.

GOVERNMENT

15 during peak commuter
periods, as well as heavy
turn movements to and
from Edwards Ferry Road ..
and Fort Evans Road. The
existing road network lacks
continuous sidewalks and
existing conditions do not
allow bicyclists and pedes-
trians to safely cross Rt. 15,
according to VDOT.

Rt. 15, a major commuter
route, averages about 50,000
vehicles a day, Edwards
Ferry Road about 28,000
and Fort Evans Road about
13,000, according to VDOT
studies.

A total of $181 million
will be spent on engineer-
ing, construction, utility
relocation and right-of-way acquisition,
according to VDOT estimates. Build out
is through 2030.

Battlefield Parkway at Rt. 15

At the same meeting, the Council
also endorsed a double roundabout and
bridge design for the intersection of Rt.

-'(aqs-l.k =

15 at Battlefield Parkway. Three design
options were evaluated - the double
roundabout, a diamond design and a
divergent diamond style.

Taking public input into account, the
Council decided to select the double
roundabout option. The design acts as
a natural calming feature without the
need for traffic lights. The traffic circles

will be on the east and west side of the
bypass with a new overpass carrying
Battlefield Parkway traffic over Rt. 15.

The project is estimated to cost $60
million and is a number of years away
from being built, according to Town
staff. With the Council’s approval, the
design will be forwarded to VDOT for
review and adoption.

LSWCD partnering in program to offer
water quality grant opportunities

The Loudoun County government
and the Loudoun Soil and Water Con-
servation District are partnering in a
program to provide funding to home-
owners interested in implementing
water quality improvement projects on
their property or in
their neighborhood.
They will be hosting
an informational meeting about apply-
ing for grants for the projects on Tues-
day, Feb. 6, at 6 p.m. at Rust Library, 380
0Old Waterford Road NW in Leesburg.

Subject matter experts from the

GOVERNMENT

Loudoun County Stormwater Man-
agement Program, LSWCD and the
Virginia State Department of Forestry
are scheduled to speak about the grant
application process for eligible proj-
ects. The projects include:

¢ Tree Planting: Both riparian
(streamside) and upland areas are
eligible for funds to plant native
species to reforest non-forested
areas. These plantings help filter
nutrients, trap sediment, provide
shade and provide important

habitats while reducing mowing
and maintenance costs associated
with turfgrass. Planting areas can
be as small as one-quarter of an
acre or as large as three acres for
any individual project.

+ Pet Waste Stations: Pet waste
stations are designed to encourage
pet owners to pick up after their
animals in public places to prevent
waste from being transported
off-site by stormwater runoff. Pet
waste stations typically include
a covered waste can and bags

for picking up the waste. Grants
support regular maintenance fees
to keep the cans empty as well as
installation costs.

¢ Livestock Exclusion Fencing:

Fencing helps to keep livestock
out of waterways and prevents
nutrient runoff from agricultural
operations into the water. Farms
under five acres that are not
eligible for the state of Virginia’s
cost-share programs can access
this funding.

In addition, information will be
available about the Virginia Conserva-
tion Assistance Program, a water qual-
ity improvement cost-share program
administered by LSWCD. VCAP funds
projects to reduce erosion and runoff
through actions such as rain gardens

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

St. Louis Road over Goose Creek Bridge rehabilitation underway

Work is underway to rehabili-
tate the St Louis Road (Route 611)
bridge over Goose Creek, accord-
ing to the Virginia Department of
Transportation.

The bridge, located between Rt. 50
and Welbourne Road/Millville Road
(Rt. 743), was built in 1969 and aver-
ages 3,400 vehicles a day.

The rehabilitation project includes:

e Replacing the concrete beams
with steel beams

» Replacing the concrete deck

* Repairing piers

During construction, St Louis
Road will be reduced to one lane of

alternating traffic at the bridge. Traffic
will be controlled by temporary signals.

The $4.3 million St Louis Road
over Goose Creek Bridge Rehabilita-
tion Project is financed with federal
and state funding, including State of
Good Repair funds used for bridges.

The project is scheduled for com-
pletion in mid-2025.

Drivers are reminded to use caution
when traveling in active work zones.
Be alert to new traffic patterns and
limit distractions.

You can get real-time traffic,
work zone and incident information
online at 511virginia.org, via the free
mobile 511Virginia app, or by calling
511 in Virginia anywhere anytime.
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2024 Governor's Fellows Program
applications now accepted

Gov. Youngkin has announced that
applications are now being accepted for
the 2024 Governor’s Fellows Program.
The Governor’s Fellows Program is an
opportunity for rising seniors and recent
graduates to get a firsthand look at the
executive branch in action. Since 1982,

fellows have worked

GOVERNMENT  alongside the Gov-

ernor’s Cabinet and
staff, learning about state government
and assisting in essential work for the
Commonwealth.

“We are excited to welcome the next
generation of leaders to kick off their
careers with our administration,” said
Youngkin. “The Governor’s Fellows Pro-
gram is a unique opportunity for Virginia
students to experience public service
first-hand and gain essential work skills
for their future.”

During their time in service to the
Commonwealth, Governor’s fellows
have the opportunity to learn from spe-
cial guest speakers who are leaders in
state government and beyond. Fellows
also experience state government on the
road, visiting state government agencies
and historic sites that have shaped our

past and are improving our future.

“The Governor’s Fellow program is an
experience I cannot recommend highly
enough! It provided me with an enor-
mous boost straight out of college that
helped prepare and propel me forward
into the role I have today,” said Max Ber-
ckmueller, 2023 Governor’s Fellow. “I
loved how the program brought together
people from various backgrounds and
walks of life with different interests and
goals into a fellowship where you can
make some amazing connections and
friendships.”

“The Governor’s Fellows Program
gave me the invaluable experience of
working first-hand with members of the
Governor’s cabinet. I learned so much
about not only the inner workings of
state Government but also about myself
as a professional,” said Josie Rao, 2023
Governor’s Fellow.

Qualified applicants must be rising
college seniors, graduating seniors, or
graduate students. All Virginia college
and university students are eligible to
apply. Virginia residents who attend out-
of-state colleges and universities are also

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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Broadlands man released on bail
charged with fatally stabbing dog

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

A Broadlands man has been charged with stabbing
a dog to death while it was being walked by its owner
in Falls Church on Jan. 14. This occurred while the
man was out on bail for three retail burglaries that had
occurred just six weeks earlier in Ashburn and Sterling.

Loudoun County District Court Judge Lorrie Sin-
clair-Taylor allowed the defendant to be released on
bail for the alleged retail burglaries on Nov. 30, 2023,
two days after being arrested.

Reyan Hassan Ibrahim, 25, was arrested after being
apprehended by the Metropolitan Washington Air-
ports Authority Police Department during a traffic stop
near Dulles Airport. He is being held without bond at

!/')/')

é PIANO LESSONS

children & adults
CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org
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HesCompanyLLC.com

Licensed & lnsured

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

Member Angie’s List & BBB

Lucy shown left and horses from
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the Arlington County Adult Detention Center for the
stabbing offense.

Police say the assault to the dog occurred around
9:15 p.m. at the intersection of W. Broad Street and
S. Maple Avenue while the dog was being walked by
its owner. The dog was stabbed multiple times in an
unprovoked attack and later had to be euthanized.

Her name was Lucy and she was an older rescue dog.
The dog’s owner was not injured.

The next day the owner of Wheatland Farm, an
equestrian center serving children with special needs
and disabilities in the 15000 block of Berlin Turnpike
in Purcellville, said she believed Ibrahim was on her
property as well. Owner Muriel Forrest said the suspect
was on her property on Jan. 12 and 13 and approached
her horses and some other animals.

“He was very agitated and seemed to be concerned
about one of the horses being possessed,” Forrest said
in a television interview. ““That red horse, that horse is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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Local Film Fest celebrates the arts

BY LIZ TENNEY JARVIS

Each January for the last seven years,
Purcellville area filmmakers have been
featured at Purcellville’s Cabin Fever
Film Festival. The festival is an event
sponsored jointly by the
Franklin Park Arts Cen-
ter and the Town of Pur-
cellville’s Arts Council.

Films ranging in length from one to 90
minutes are submitted for review and, if
accepted, are shown in the auditorium
at the Arts Center. For most filmmakers,

COMMUNITY

this is the first time they will see their
work “on the big screen.” The festival
has been able to draw from an ever-in-
creasing pool of local talent. The movies
are created by a mix of amateur and more
professional filmmakers.

Over the years, the Cabin Fever Film
Festival has launched, inspired and
encouraged scores of local filmmak-
ers. Several participants who entered
as high school student age filmmakers,
have pursued the study of filmmaking in
college and plan on it as a career.

Franklin Park Arts Center’s man-
ager, Elizabeth Bracey, said that the
festival supports local filmmakers
as well as local artists. According
to Bracey, their mission is: Keep-
ing You Connected to the Arts,
and that goes for all mediums and
across all programs. Bracey adds,
“These filmmakers need a place
to exhibit their films and hear and
see audience reactions to their
storytelling. It is critical to their
development as directors and
filmmakers.”

Recognition has also been

Josh Ryan, Evan Jackson, Jennifer
Porter, Guy Noffsinger and The

FEBRUARY 2024

Land Management Equipment

- MID-ATLANTIC SALES/AUTHORIZED DEALER -

- Extreme Duty
 Overbuilt

wmm PRODUCTSmw ° Made in USA
Set up demo at your location
Brush Cutters - Mulchers - Land Planers & More
www. veteranslic.us | 540-900-1888

VETERANS LLG: SPRING 2024°S
PREMIER CHOICE FOR LAND CLEARING
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Unearth the boundless potential of your land, whether it’s destined for

a flourishing pasture, an impeccably manicured lawn, or your dream house.
Clearing the daunting overgrowth can be a formidable task to tackle alone,
especially considering the current condition of the property.

Enlist the expertise of Major Dave and his adept team at Veterans LLC.
They offer swift and efficient services, achieving in mere days what could
potentially take you years. Now is the opportune moment to kickstart your
spring 2024 mission with them, clearing away that persistent overgrowth.

Their extensive range of services, encompassing land clearing, grooming,

tree work, and reshaping and grading, goes beyond mere aesthetic
improvements. They represent a valuable investment that significantly
enhances your property’s worth, transforming your home into more than just a
living space - it becomes a cherished asset. Don’t hesitate, make the call today!

www.veteranslic.us
540-900-1888 | major@veteranslic.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

awarded across categories that
included “Audience Favorite” and
“The Natural World.” In 2022, Visit
Loudoun was a sponsor for the award
for “Film Most Representing Loudoun
County.”

Beginning in 2022, a cash prize
was given to the winner in each cate-
gory. Winners also received an award
created by a Loudoun-based artist. In
2022 and 2023, glassmaker G’Ann Zieger
was the artist chosen to design the first
actual award “trophy.” Zieger says that
it was an honor to have been commis-
sioned for this endeavor which has led to
more fused glass work.

Morrison Brothers

Zeiger describes this commission work
for the festival as, “being allowed to cre-
ate something in my medium to celebrate
artists in another medium, an opportu-
nity I don’t see happen that often. And
of course, Elizabeth Bracey and her ded-
ication to promoting the arts and artists
offered not just this opportunity but laid
the groundwork for other artists to see
the benefit of celebrating the filmmakers
of Loudoun County.” This year a new art-
ist has been chosen to create the awards.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Ketoctin Baptist Church, founded in 1751, offers a
quaint and tranquil setting just outside Purcellville
for those who seekR God’s truth for their lives. We
are a welcoming and inclusive congregation led by
Pastor David Sweet to study the Word of God each
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. We looR forward to having you
gather with us to experience the fullness of God.

SUNDAY - 10:00 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

KETOCTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

16595 Ketoctin Church Road 1 Purcellville, VA 20132
www.KetoctinChurch.com t 703-209-9138
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Feb. 6 school board meeting open for public comment on FY25 budget

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

A special Loudoun County School Board
Meeting will be held on Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m.
with a public hearing and Board adoption

of the FY25 budget. Those
EDUCATION wishing to participate
should visit the Citizen

Participation page of the LCPS website.

School Superintendent Dr. Aaron
Spence introduced a $1.8 billion budget
to the new school board Jan. 18, a 9.4%
increase from FY24. This proposed budget
equates to $21,789 per student.

The budget includes investments in
the “One LCPS: 2027 Strategic Plan for
Excellence” which focuses on empowering

students, recruitment and retaining staff,
enriching the division, and engaging with
the community.

“Our ability to offer attractive salaries
and benefits packages bolsters our ability
to recruit and retain an exemplary work-
force,” Dr. Spence said. The proposed
budget includes step increases and top
of scale payments and a 4% cost of living
adjustment for the universal and auxiliary
salary scales with an average 4% strategic
teacher scale adjustment. Also included is
the Governor’s proposed initiative for a
one-time 1% bonus payment to all eligible
full-time employees. Personnel costs are
90% of the total school operating budget.

Sixty positions have been added to staff
two new schools opening in the Fall -
Watson Mountain Middle School at 41480
Steeplechase Dr. in Leesburg and Henri-
etta Lacks Elementary School at 41125
Collaboration Dr. in Aldie.

More than 100 positions have been
added to directly support students who
require additional resources, and 72.8
positions were added that will be school-
based to support new initiatives, such as
establishing a new Alternative School,
beginning the transition of the STEP pro-
gram to full day, providing additional Stu-
dent Support Specialists, and providing
flexible staffing for our schools.

Also included are funds to support
ongoing or expanded School Board sup-
ported initiatives such as the next phase
of the dual language immersion program
and expansion of middle school intramu-
ral sports to all middle schools. The SEON
also includes resources to launch the
Health and Medical Science Academy and
to continue making substitute teacher
rates more competitive.

The public can view the presentation
to the School Board or review the full FY
2025 Estimate of Needs on the Budget
Information website. The Feb. 6 meeting
will be held at 21000 Education Court in
Ashburn.

Authors to talk on educational equality at Goose Creek Friends Meeting

The Goose Creek Friends Meeting,
located at 18204 Lincoln Road in Lincoln,
is hosting a discussion by Larry Roeder
and Barry Harrelson, co-authors of Dirt
Don’t Burn: A Black Community’s Struggle
for Educational Equality Under Segregation
on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2
p.m. at the Goose Creek
Friends Meeting House.
The authors explore the struggle for edu-
cational equality in Loudoun through the
analysis of long-lost records of parent
petitions and documents from Loudoun
County Public Schools superintendents
during segregation.

Dirt Don’t Burn was published by

COMMUNITY

Georgetown University Press in Novem-
ber 2023, and is the first serious study of
the impact of segregated education on the
Blacks of Loudoun County. Larry Roeder
and Barry Harrelson will have signed cop-
ies available for sale at the event.

Roeder and Harrelson have written
this history within the context of similar
experiences throughout Virginia and the
USA.

Civil Rights attorney Christopher
Brown of Alexandria, Virginia recently
said “This book is a blueprint for how to
succeed in providing equality and justice
to everyone.” Brown is the grandson of
Edwin C. Brown Sr., who filed lawsuits

on behalf of the NAACP to get school
districts to comply with Brown v. Board
of Education. He also threatened
to sue if the school district didn’t
provide flushing toilets for the
Loudoun County Training Center
in Leesburg.

Roeder is the CEO of the Edwin
Washington Society, which for
over a decade has been studying
the history of segregated edu-
cation in Loudoun. Most volun-
teers and contributors are based
in Loudoun, and many are survivors of
segregation.

The society is named after an

African-American student in Loudoun
who asked to keep his job as a waiter while
attending a school run by a
Quaker during Reconstruction.

Goose Creek Friends Meet-
ing, established in 1785, has
met continuously since then
in the community of Lincoln.
Worship Sundays 9:45 - 10:45
am.; First Day (Sunday)
School and Nursery begin at
10 a.m.

This event is free and open
to the public. For more information, con-
tact Carolyn Unger at cbwunger@gmail.
com or 540-338-4620.

Students encouraged to

Call for local arts organizations to apply for funding

enter “If | Were Mayor”
Essay Contest

The Town of Leesburg invites local 7th
and 8th grade students to enter the Virginia
Municipal League’s “If I Were Mayor” essay
contest.

Students are asked to identify a problem
within their community,
gather feedback from com-
munity members, and offer a
proposed solution, which must be presented
in a typed essay between 300 and 500 words.

Students must live in the Town of Lees-
burg, which is considered a VML member
locality. All entries must be received by end
of day on Monday, March 18. Visit https://
www.vml.org/Opportunities/Essay-Contest
for full details.

Regional winners selected from around
the state will each receive a $150 gift card
and a plaque. One statewide winner cho-
sen from the regional winners will receive a
$250 gift card and a plaque. The runner-up
from the region that receives the statewide

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Local non-profit arts organizations are invited to sub-
mit requests for funding to the Purcellville Arts Council
to be considered for inclusion in the Town’s proposal for
the Virginia Commission for the Arts Creative Commu-
nities Partnership Grant Program. Eligible arts organi-
zations are encouraged to apply online
by Sunday, March 3. The online form is
available on the Purcellville Arts Coun-
cil page of the Town website: https://purcellvilleva.
gov/669/Purcellville-Arts-Council.

Through the Creative Communities Partnership
Grant Program, the Virginia Commission for the Arts
will match up to $4,500 of tax monies given by indepen-
dent town, city, and county governments to stand-alone
arts organizations. Should the Town receive funding
through the grant, a total of up to $9,000 could be dis-
tributed to independent arts organizations that have
applied for and been awarded support for arts activities
within the town.

Eligible arts organizations interested in applying are
required to submit the online application, the organiza-
tion’s W-9, and the organization’s 501(c)3 letter. Eligi-
ble applicants must be 501(c)3 organizations that:

COMMUNITY

« focus primarily on the arts (i.e. production,
presentation or support of dance, literary arts,

media arts, music, theater or visual or related arts)
« are incorporated in Virginia
 have their headquarters and home seasons, or
activities equivalent to a home season, in the state

Proposals must be for arts activities that will be held
in Purcellville, Virginia between July 1, 2024 through
June 30, 2025. Funding cannot be provided for payment
to performers for specific performances or for school
arts budgets or arts programming by local governments,
committees or councils of government, nor depart-
ments such as parks and recreation.

The Purcellville Arts Council will review the fund-
ing requests and then share their recommendations of
organizations to be included in their grant proposal to
the Virginia Commission for the Arts Creative Commu-
nities Partnership Program with the Town Council.

Eligible arts organizations may either apply online or
mail the proposal with all of the required information
to Purcellville Arts Council, Attn: Creative Communi-
ties Partnership Grant, 221 S Nursery Ave, Purcellville,
VA 20132 by Sunday, March 3.

For more information about the Virginia Commis-
sion for the Arts’ Creative Communities Partnership
Grant Program, visit https://vca.virginia.gov/grant/
creative-communities-partnership-grants/.
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COMMUNITY WEIGHS IN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

that you all approved, and keep our fire
station where it is with an addition and
renovation,” she said.

Chris Baker said that anything that
disrupts the nature of Philomont is an
unpleasant prospect.

Drew Bishop, owner of the Philomont
General Store said, “We don’t have a con-
sensus in the community ... 'm troubled
by the fact that Bill Ridge’s plan has not
been considered.”

Peter Weeks said he doesn’t want the
beautiful open area to be lost. Once it’s
lost it’s gone forever and the development
cannot be undone, he said.

Skinner said the feasibility study from
2023 was done on an earlier concept from
Bill Ridge, not the one agreed to with Chief
Johnson and DTCI in December 2022. It was

finally determined by county staff on Dec.
21, 2023, that an addition/renovation was
feasible, and will meet all requirements.
Skinner said, “We want nothing less for our
fire staff, whom we respect and appreciate.”
Architect Bill Ridge worked for 30 years
for the Environmental Protection Agency
developing designs that allowed reno-
vation, while the employees remained in
place to avoid impact to their daily work.
“What I have proposed meets all of the
standards, nothing is compromised, with
the one exception that there will be stairs.
A fire pole is faster to get to apparatuses
than running down 75 feet of hallways.”
County Administrator Tim Hemstreet
said that a renovation would cost at least
$6 million more than building a new sta-
tion on the Grounds. But, Ridge said, “The
costs in the feasibility study were based

on a misunderstanding of my design.
They had raised the level of the addition
8 feet, which created huge costs for 8 feet
of fill and retaining walls, that were totally
unnecessary.”

Skinner argued that one of the hidden
costs, if the new station is built on the
Horse Show Grounds, is the very likely
scenario that the county would need to
acquire the current old firehouse property
and pay for the maintenance and eventual
renovation of the existing station.

Supervisor Caleb Kershner (R-Catoc-
tin) said, “I don’t believe frankly there’s a
perfect answer,” but, he thinks there are
deeper questions to be asked.

Supervisor Matt Letourneau (R-Dulles)
said most people missed the fact that
they could not adapt the current sta-
tion because it was privately owned. “So,

the option to modify is not actually an
option,” he said.

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Little
River) said they need to look more closely
at Bill Ridge's design. “Not having consen-
sus in the community is not a good thing,”
she said, and she was not willing to move
forward without it.

Loudoun County BOS Chair Phyl-
lis Randall (D-At Large) said there were
times when they thought there was no
solution, like in Aldie, but eventually they
found one. “I’'m willing to give it two more
months to see if anything else is possible,”
she said. “Building on the current fire sta-
tion grounds is literally not an option.”

The Special Exception will be on the
March 13 Public Hearing agenda. In the
meantime, the supervisors are going to
look for another piece of land.

MAJORITY COUNCIL VOTE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

involved in what you are planning to do
to their properties.”

Council Member Chris Bertaut, who
had to give his comments standing due
to a leg cramp said he was “calling on
my fellow members of the town council
to vote against the vacation of the flood
plain easement in Catoctin Meadows.

“This vote is a test that will show
whether each town council member
has the best interest of our town and its
residents in mind on whether we con-
sider the desires of the county before we
consider the impacts to residents.

“The county has admitted the addi-
tional culvert does not solve the 100-
year flood plain easement,” Bertaut said.

“There’s also the matter of truthful
disclosure regarding flooding risk; the
town and county are both guilty in with-
holding it.

“And please stop pretending that
there’s been a negotiation in good
faith going on” with the county and
the Catoctin Meadows Homeowners
Association. “It’s the county that broke
off negotiations with the homeowners
association.”

Bertaut was referring to the last com-
munication from the county’s land
acquisition manager which was June 26,
2023. Christopher Helmick wrote that
things were changing regarding phasing
of the Rt. 7/690 Interchange and once
the county receives more details, they
will get back to the Catoctin Meadows

Homeowners Association. This date was
the last Catoctin Meadows heard from
the county.

Bertaut continued, “The county’s
insistence on doing a flood plain study
after the interchange is built makes it
certain that other property transactions
will occur without full disclosure to the
buyers. That in itself will generate addi-
tional lawsuits against this town.”

He said the town has heard that with-
out the east bound exit ramp that public
safety will suffer, “but no data has been
provided to support this claim.”

“Should we try to appease the county
who claims funding for future road proj-
ects to be in jeopardy if we don’t approve
this vacation of easement — even though
doing so opens the door to many law-
suits against the town for the vacation of
these easements?”

He said the town has yet to send a
revised flood plain map to FEMA- yet
the town has known for years that the
flood plain has changed. “This has
an impact on homeowners insurance
because FEMA is one of the regulatory
bodies who specifies whether you’re in a
flood plain or not — and what your ability
to get insurance is as a result of that.”

Mayor Milan said, “I think there’s been
miscommunication on both parts of the
county and the HOA. There’s been no,
in my understanding, fair negotiations
on both parts. We need to have bet-
ter communication and understanding
from the county with them [Catoctin
Meadows] speaking about the potential

condemnation of property...”

Brian Green spoke in the citizen com-
ment portion of the meeting. “What
have we learned so far about this ease-
ment? We’ve learned that there’s really
no benefit for the town. It doesn’t help
us on traffic. It’s going to be impacting
our citizens. So why are we even vacat-
ing it? It doesn’t make sense.”

Green said the studies the county “has
been using are old or ancient. We should
ask the county for money to do a flood
plain study from one side of the town all
the way to the other — not just the area in
question. Water doesn’t just stop here; it
runs throughout the town.” Green also
recommended asking the county to put
funds towards reducing the town’s water
debt.”

Green concluded, “Your job is to
look out for the town citizens.”

Ron Rise Sr. pointed out the omissions
from the county at the Jan. 9 public hear-
ing on the vacation of the easement. He
said it was “impossible to negotiate in
good faith when one party knowingly
omits, neglects and or misrepresents the
truth.”

He said, “The area of flood plain ease-
ment to vacate was misrepresented by
underestimating a much larger easement
area required from the HOA property when
using the updated 2013 FEMA models.”

The floodplain area requested by
Loudoun County to be vacated is 21,643
square feet or 0.4968 acres. However
the county has the right to trim, cut,
and remove trees, shrubbery, fences,

structures deemed by the county to
interfere with the proper and efficient
construction, operation and mainte-
nance of the easements. They will also
be dumping 24,604 cubic yards of struc-
tural fill into the overburdened flood
plain which is part of the Historic Corri-
dor Overlay District.

Rise Sr. said the 2018 VDOT Value
Engineering Study was left out, which
recommended not building Ramp C due
to the lack of traffic volume during peak
hours, at a cost savings of $6 million tax-
payer dollars.

Rise Sr. said the county neglected to
point out the flood plain studies which
identified 25 property owners who are
affected by the updated 2013 FEMA
regression model flows. To date none of
the property owners have received offi-
cial notice of flooding risk identified in
the studies, and requested by the town
in April 2020, said Rise.

Rise Sr. said the county also left out
the Town’s use of the county’s updated
2013 FEMA flood plain mapping limits
in zoning requirements to one of the 25
affected homeowners.

The vote paves the way for the county
to take the property belonging to the
homeowners in Catoctin Meadows via
eminent domain. In the Jan. 9 public
hearing and in emails received, most
Purcellville citizens opposed vacating
the easement.

Residents in attendance left imme-
diately after the vote, and were visibly
upset.

2024 GOVERNOR’S FELLOWS,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

eligible. Both public and private
college and university students
are encouraged to apply.

The selection of fellows is
based solely on merit. The Fel-
lows Program does not discrim-
inate on the basis of race, sex,
color, national origin, religion,

sexual orientation, age, disability,
or veteran status.

The deadline to apply for the
Governor’s Fellows Program is
Monday, March 4. Interviews
will begin on Monday, March 11.
Applicants will be advised on
decisions beginning on April 12.
The program runs from June 3,
through Aug. 2.

LSWCD PARTNERING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
and conservation landscaping.

Private residential, industrial, commercial
and homeowner associations in Loudoun are
eligible to apply for funds for the projects.

Loudoun County and LSWCD have often
partnered in past years on water quality proj-
ects in the county. This year’s effort has been
enhanced with additional grant funding from
the county and the addition of pet waste

stations as an eligible project.

Supporting local projects that enhance
watershed conservation and promote water-
shed stewardship is part of the Environment
and Energy Work Plan approved by the Board
of Supervisors.

For more information about the county’s
environmental initiatives, visit loudoun.gov/
environment.
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AITC announces new scholarship

opportunity for students

The Virginia Foundation for Agriculture
in the Classroom is pleased to introduce
the Doug Stoughton Memorial Scholarship
opportunity for graduating high school
seniors and current col-
lege students pursuing a
future in agriculture or

COMMUNITY

education.

Scholarship winners will receive $1,000
to further their studies at a 2- or 4-year
college or university. The scholarship was
created in honor of the late Doug Stough-
ton, a past Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion special programs director who had a

passion for furthering youth education in
agriculture, and who left a lasting impres-
sion on both AITC and VFBF.

“Doug was very instrumental in advocat-
ing for AITC and agricultural literacy,” said
Tammy Maxey, AITC executive director.
“This scholarship allows us to honor his
legacy and the impact he had, while provid-
ing an opportunity for students pursuing a
career in agriculture or education.”

Interested students can apply online
at form.jotform.com/VaAITC/AITC-
Scholarship. Applicants are required to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

Come to Rock the Rink at the
Bush Tabernacle Skating Rink
located at 250 S Nursery Avenue in
Purcellville. Starting at 7 p.m. on
Friday, Feb. 9, enjoy
performances by
Insert Title Policy,
Eternal Moon, Blank Slate, and the
Wickers. Tickets are $10 in advance
and at the door. Concessions will
be available for purchase. Skating
will not be permitted during the

COMMUNITY

Rock the Rink on Feb. 9

concert. Purchase advance tickets
online at: https://www.bushtaber-
nacle.com/events.

Rock the Rink is hosted Purcell-
ville Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board, and continues the tradition
of highlighting local performers.
Sponsorship  opportunities are
available to support this event. For
more information about Rock the
Rink, visit https://www.purcellvil-
leva.gov/1069/Rock-the-Rink.
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«/ AHometown Fine Arts & (rafts Show

Ida Lee Park Recreation Center - Leeshurg, VA
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FIREPLACE STORE

SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE
PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292

Hours: Monday - Friday — 8am to 5pm

Stop by our Grill Cylinder Fill Station today!
$3.499" Per Gallon Cylinder Fill

*Prices subject to change without notice.
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NEXTERA ENERGY ATTORNEY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
generous to transmission developers
while inflicting an ongoing victimization
of consumers. I have repeatedly criticized
these incentives — particularly the CWIP
Incentive, Abandoned Plant Incentive,
and RTO participation adder — in numer-
ous cases since I joined the Commission,”
Christie said.

The Blue Ridge Leader covered that
story here: https://blueridgeleader.com/
ferc-commissioner-urges-reform-of-fed-
eral-transmission-planning-and-finan-
cial-incentives/

“I don’t even know how this is legal or
possible.”

The MARL project has drawn massive
criticism from residents, business own-
ers, farmers and conservationists. On
Jan. 22, 170 people showed up to a meet-
ing about the MARL project hosted by
the Piedmont Environmental Council at
Woodgrove High School in Purcellville.
PEC hosted two similar meetings - one
in Hillsboro on Nov. 30 and another in
Upperville on Oct. 23.

A bus trip to Richmond is being hosted
by the Coalition to Protect Prince Wil-
liam County on Jan. 31 to spend the day
with state legislators to discuss data cen-
ter development and legislation that’s
been introduced to better regulate the
industry. PJM Interconnection has said
the MARL project is necessary, to a large
degree, to provide electricity to Eastern

Loudoun’s data centers.

The Waterford Foundation, a commu-
nity-based non-profit founded in 1943 to
preserve rural, historic and open spaces
in Western Loudoun, created a petition
Jan. 24 to fight the MARL project: https://
www.change.org/p/oppose-500kv-trans-
mission-lines-proposed-through-west-
ern-loudoun-and-waterford-nhl?fb-
clid=IwARIMF9 u3K-BH5pqGB1nBXOp-
czli5eWv6SWQxDdufoi OW6qF7icljiz8k0

State Senator Russet Perry (D-Dist.
31) attended a meeting of concerned cit-
izens on Jan. 14 in Waterford to discuss
the MARL project. She said during that
meeting that she lives in Round Hill and
was concerned about the project’s path
through Western Loudoun. She also said
she and other legislators were working
to ensure that the two open appoint-
ments on the Virginia State Corporation
Commission were not solely chosen from
among energy executives.

However, the Virginia General Assem-
bly voted unanimously to elect Bagot to
fill one of two vacant seats on the SCC
from among an applicant pool of 23 candi-
dates among the energy, banking/invest-
ment and insurance industries, according
to the Senate Commerce and Labor Com-
mittee. Virginia is one of only two states
that selects its utility regulators by leg-
islative election, according to the SCC.
Governors appoint utility regulators in
38 states, and voters elect the regulators

directly in another 10.

The Blue Ridge Leader
asked Sen. Perry for com-
ment on why she voted to
elect Bagot, as well as State
Delegate Marty Martinez
(D-Dist. 29) and State Dele-
gate Geary Higgins (R-Dist.
30).

Sen. Perry said, “Today’s
votes were unanimous in
both the House and the Senate after an
extensive nomination process in both
chambers. Ms. Bagot will be required to
recuse herself from any case involving
NextEra Energy projects and has given
her personal assurances that she will do
so. Additionally, she received a full legal
and personal vetting from several envi-
ronmental groups who gave their seal
of approval. Locally, the Piedmont Envi-
ronmental Council [PEC] did not take an
official position on any SCC nominee. Her
resume is impressive and she is highly
qualified. In order to take on the SCC
role she will have to leave her current
position, and her assurances of recusal
were absolutely necessary to receive my
support.”

Del. Higgins said, “As you know the
issue of the NextEra 500kV line is one
of great concern not just to me, but to a
majority of my constituents. Unfortu-
nately the process for nominating these
SCC judges left myself and members of

my party in the dark, so I
was unable to play a role
in the nomination or con-
firmation process for this
position.”

Higgins further added, “I
have received assurances
from members of the Dem-
ocratic caucus, who nom-
inated Ms. Bagot, that she
will recuse herself from all
cases involving NextEra. I hope this to be
the case, and have no reason to believe
it will not be. Given her pledge to recuse
herself (and her legal requirement to do
s0), and the fact that she will also be leav-
ing NextEra, I do not believe this nomi-
nation will impact the outcome of this
proposal. I’ve been told that Ms. Bagot
is thoroughly qualified, intensely vetted,
and comes highly recommended by FERC
Commissioner Mark Christie. My office
will remain vigilant to ensure there are no
conflicts and we will continue to advocate
for routing this transmission line through
the existing right of way.”

Several Republicans said they were
locked out of the appointment process
and unable to participate in the selec-
tion or vetting phases due to not having
a majority of party members in the com-
mittee. They also said they had no fore-
warning that the vote was coming up the
day and time that it did, which left several

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

Franklin Park Arts Center

36441 Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, VA 20132
www.franklinparkartscenter.org

Peter Griggs
February 7

Contemporary & Brazilian Guitar

Love Entrances
February 10 7:30pm Tickets: $20/person $30/couple, for ages 21 & up

Bring your valentine to an evening that celebrates love in all forms - romantic, family and friendship.
Master Storyteller Sheila Arnold knows that love is on everyone’s mind in February - but also at other
times of the year. This interactive program shares love through stories, skits, activities, poetry and song.

Pictrola
February 14
Bluegrass

Damon Buxton
February 21
Classical Guitar

540-338-7973

The reception begins at 7:00pm, the theater will open for seating at 7:30pm
and the program will begin at 7:45pm. Reception is included in the ticket;
only water is permitted in the theater. There will be no intermission.

Music For Dessert Concert Series Wednesday Nights 7:00pm Tickets: $15

This live music series on Wednesday evenings features a variety of music genres. Each concert is 45-60 minutes and you can purchase
a single in-person ticket or watch the livestream. The perfect date night event!

February 28
Solo Guitar

Robbie Limon “Singers & Songwriters”

Gold Star
Performances
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Early voting for
presidential
primary has started

Loudoun County election officials remind
voters that early voting for the March 5,
2024, presidential primary election began
Friday, Jan. 19. Both the Democratic and
Republican parties are par-
ticipating in the primary
election. All registered vot-
ers are eligible to vote as Virginia does not
register voters by party affiliation. At the
polls, voters will indicate which ballot they
would like to receive.

Early voting began Friday, Jan. 19, at the
Office of Elections and Voter Registration,
750 Miller Drive, Suite 150, in Leesburg.
Early voting hours are Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. The office will be
closed Monday, Feb. 19.

GOVERNMENT

Expanded Early Voting Hours at Satellite
Locations

Additional early voting sites at Carver
Senior Center in Purcellville, Claude Moore
Recreation Center in Sterling and Dulles
South Recreation Center in South Riding
will be in operation beginning Saturday,
Feb. 24.

The Loudoun County Electoral Board
approved expanded early voting hours at its
meeting Jan. 17. The early voting hours at the
satellite locations have been expanded to
include weekdays, Monday, Feb. 26 through
Friday, March 1. Early voting ends Saturday,
March 2. Exact dates, times and locations
are posted at loudoun.gov/VoteEarly.

Voter Registration Deadline

The deadline to register to vote in the
March 5 election or to update current voter
registration information is Monday, Feb.
12. Voters may register after Feb. 12, 2024,
and vote a provisional ballot. Informa-
tion about Same-Day Voter Registration is
available from the Virginia Department of
Elections.

Stay Informed

Text LCVOTES to 888777 to receive text
alerts from the Loudoun County Office
of Elections and Voter Registration or
sign up for the Election Update category
through Alert Loudoun, the county’s email
and text notification system.

Follow the Office of Elections and Voter
Registration on Facebook and Twitter.
Loudoun County Governmentalsoposts gen-
eral information on Facebook and Twitter.

More information about voting in
Loudoun County is online at loudoun.gov/
vote.

Leesburg Movement requests sidewalk
dining program be expanded

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

Expanding the sidewalk dining
program on South King Street this
summer in down-
town Leesburg
to Saturdays was
brought up as an idea supported
by Leesburg Movement at the Jan.
23 Town Council meeting.

The Leesburg Movement is an
all-volunteer independent 501c3
chapter of the Main Street Amer-
ica program. The core group of 10
residents and business owners of
the historic district are working to
further the economic and cultural
vitality of downtown through out-
reach and advocacy.

John Papp, a board member,
said the organization recently sur-
veyed 40 business owners about
the idea. Currently, the sidewalk
dining program only occurs on
Friday nights. Papp said the sur-
vey showed more than 80% of
downtown business owners and
85% of their customers supported
the closure of South King Street to
vehicle traffic on both Friday and
Saturday evenings.

BUSINESS

“The vast majority of people
loved the idea,” Papp told the
Council. “We just feel it would be
a great benefit to the community.”

Other business owners would
like to expand the road closures
to other streets, Papp added.
Expanding seating outside gen-
erates income for wait staff and
for restaurants, and the pedestri-
an-friendly atmosphere drives vis-
itors downtown.

Papp proposed that the
expanded closure happen between
Memorial Day and Labor Day.

In 2020, Leesburg began regu-
lar closures of South King Street
between Loudoun and Market
Streets. On Friday and Satur-
day evenings during the warmer
months area became pedestri-
an-only, and some restaurants
moved extra seating outside.
Last year the Council decided to
scale back the closures to Fri-
day evenings only due to budget
constraints.

The Council will consider the
addition of Saturday nights again
at a future meeting.

The Fomi ainen Schoal

| 703.822.9300

TheHowardGardnerSchool.org
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LETTER: MEDICAL TREATMENT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Are Dr. Hill Golden and the employ-
ees of the DEI department “equity”
hires or are they “merit” hires? I would
not want a physician, nurse, or any staff
member providing care to me if they
were hired based on any reason other

than qualifications. Claudine Gay from
Harvard is an example of an “equity”
hire. Things can go wrong quickly when
hiring is based on “equity” instead of

merit.

I am very disappointed to see that
it appears that Johns Hopkins is going

down the wrong road of Diversity Equity
and Inclusion by ranking patients based
on “privilege” and taking the focus
away from treatment for all.
Consumers will make their choices,
just as they have with Bud Lite and
Disney. It is much more difficult to do

that when it concerns medical care. I

would not want to be in a facility where

I could be viewed as “privileged” by the

attending staff, and possibly have that
influence my medical treatment.

Damon Cable

Purcellville

MILAN ROAD BLOCKS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

How has that determination been
made?

Forbes said that those questions
have not been addressed in the former
town attorney’s letter.

“Those are the questions that need
to be addressed with the town attor-
ney. It’s not as simple as ‘Oh we have
a letter from Ms. Hankins [the town’s
former attorney].’

“Itis not as simple as everything is
extended to July 1, 2025. We are ask-
ing that those questions be addressed
by the town attorney because they
require an interpretation,” said Forbes.

“We are going through channels so
we are conveying to you in this meet-
ing that these are questions that we
have had.”

Forbes said that the owner of Vine-
yard Square came to both the council
and the planning commission with
another plan [Plan B]. “So there are
legal questions that arrive out of that.
If there’s an intention to pursue a Plan

generator

SUPERCENTER

B for the development of the property
does the process start over?”

The Chapman’s are floating the idea
of reducing the 40 condos to 36, and
separating the project into numerous
large buildings.

“Do the plans run concurrently? Do
we assume that approval for Plan A
also applies to plan B even though it’s a
different plan? There are a lot of mov-
ing parts with this.”

Staff said if the Chapman Vineyard
Square project were to change, the
developers would have to submit a new
plan for approval and go through the
process.

Forbes said that an alternate plan
raises a whole series of questions. “I
think there are legitimate legal ques-
tions that are out there that need to be
addressed and they are not addressed
particularly if Plan B is being floated.”

Neham said a process has been out-
lined for the commission to follow and
asked staff to forward the planning
commission’s request to the mayor.

g

THE STANDBY POWER PEOPLE ®

Pick Your Deal!
SAVE $500 or aFREE

BROADLANDS MAN RELEASED, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

not human, it’s possessed,” and he was
walking toward it with a halter, so you
know he clearly intended to act on this
horse,” Forrest said.

The next day, Forrest saw the same
man again, but noticed he had covered
his face.

“Ski mask, glasses over the ski mask,
dark pants, and he had some type of
either machete or some long baton
or something, hanging by his side. So
immediately, we realized this was a
problem,” Forrest said. She said he also
occluded the tag on his white car which
was captured on video driving from
their farm by Forrest’s husband.

Later, the Forrests said they discov-
ered four of their ducks were missing
and turned up deceased, and a rooster
had a neck injury. The Loudoun County
Sheriff’s Office charged Ibrahim with
trespassing and wearing a mask on pri-
vate property.

According to Loudoun County Dis-
trict Court records, Ibrahim was out on

bond after being charged with three fel-
ony counts of destruction of property
on Nov. 29, 2023. He allegedly caused
$20,000 in damage at a McDonald’s
restaurant in Ashburn by destroying a
drive-through menu at a McDonald’s in
Ashburn.

The next day, Ibrahim was accused of
breaking a bottle of wine, and hitting
and shattering the front door of a Sheetz
gas station with a wrench. In a separate
incident later that day at a Chick-fil-A
in Sterling, Ibrahim allegedly broke two
glass entrance doors.

Inbrahim’s next court date is March
27 in Loudoun County District Court.

The Blue Ridge Leader reached out
to Loudoun County Animal Services,
which investigated the Purcellville inci-
dents. “Sadly, I do not have anything
to add to this due to the nature of the
investigative process. Our hearts go out
to Lucy’s family on such a senseless
and terrifying tragedy and we are grate-
ful that the suspect is in custody,” said
Director Nina Stivley.

We'll Keep Your Life On.

“~._No Matter the Weather.

703.880.9850.

L
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Generac® Home Standby Generators automatically provide you backup power during a utility power outage - whether you're home or away. Whether it's for a few hours
or several days, your family and home are protected. Generator Supercenter is the #1 Generac dealer in North America. We have the experience and expertise you
need. From design, local permitting, installation and long-term maintenance support, we are there for you. That's why they call us The Standby Power People®.

Schedule Your Free Estimate Today!
Generator Supercenter of Virginia

We Have
Generators
In Stock!

15
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10-Year Warranty *«ems

on the purchase and installation of a Generac Home Standby Generator from Valuel

Generator Supercenter of Virginia. *Terms and conditions apply, call for details. WWWI G e n e rato rs u pe rce nte rN OVA [ ] co m
Visit our showroom at 21005 Ashburn Crossing Drive, Suites 125-130, Ashburn, VA

©CHS NOVA 2023




FEBRUARY 2024

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM

Winter weekend sale in
Middleburg from Feb. 16 - 19

Join the town of Middleburg Feb.
16-19, for the 13th annual Winter Week-
end Sale. During the Winter Weekend
Sale, visitors will be able to hunt for
some wonderful gifts for themselves and
others while experi-
encing the small-town
charm of Middleburg.
Many local stores and restaurants will be
providing special deals throughout the
weekend. Just look for the blue and white
balloons outside participating stores.

The 13th annual Winter Weekend Sale

COMMUNITY

is sponsored by the Town of Middleburg
and the Middleburg Business & Profes-
sional Association.

The Winter Weekend Sale will be held
Friday, Feb. 16 through Monday, Feb. 19.
Business hours for the sale will be Friday
and Saturday from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and
Sunday - Monday as posted by shops.

Visit www.visitmiddleburgva.com or
www.facebook.com/MiddleburgBusi-
ness for event updates. For additional
information, contact the Middleburg
Town Office at 540-687-5152.

LETTER: 45 DAYS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

This year alone there will be three elec-
tions, that’s 136 days in the voting cycle and
that does not include all the pre and post
operations such as Logic & Accuracy testing,
Canvass, and Provisional ballot hearings.

Commonsense is rare these days. Or at

least the ability to act on it. Senators Sub-

ramanyam and Perry fit the mold of poli-

ticians who are unwilling to take a stand

for commonsense out of fear of what the
far left will say.

Michael McDaniel

Leesburg

JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

taboos of my workaday world when in the
company of such a healing audience.
Admittedly, I pick up many of my trou-
bles almost as soon as I jump back into
my 21 Century motorized vehicle — to
return home and prep for the next day.
But it seems the load got just a little
lighter, and I can vividly recall the sensa-
tions of release from my recent visit.
Interestingly, to me at least, my former
local theatre company — Not Just Shake-
speare — rehearsed one of its last shows
in one of the meeting-rooms of the Lees-
burg Presbyterian; you may - or may not
- remember that in one of Shakespeare’s
most popular history plays the protago-
nist Henry V essentially spends his first
scene in sounding out the stance of the

Church on the possibility of war against
France.

He eventually gains their blessing to go
ahead with the venture and the rest of the
play deals with his effective leadership
in the quest. The young King at several
key junctures in the story asks himself,
“Am I doing the right thing?” Henry — no
doubt - had his own family of ancestors
to answer for, as well as the entire nation
back in England.

We all, I trust, ask ourselves this same
question; I found, in rehearsal of this Play,
and during respite from a hectic grind of
daily mail duties, a suitable answer from
the souls associated with the headstones
at the historic place of worship at 207
West Market Street in Leesburg, Virginia.

NEXTERA ENERGY ATTORNEY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

feeling they were in the dark in voting.

Del. Martinez agreed and said he voted
for the same reasons as Higgins and Perry.

The SCC chairs are full time positions,
requiring Bagot to resign from NextEra.
For some, that doesn’t alleviate a per-
ceived conflict of interest.

“I don’t even know how this is legal
or possible,” said Jessica Buhl, a Prince
William County resident who lives near
the Prince William Digital Gateway data
center project and actively follows data
center and transmission development.
She questioned why Bagot would even be
considered given her position with Nex-
tEra and prior FERC role.

It was a sentiment echoed by many
who say even with Bagot recusing her-
self from voting on NextEra submissions
that come before the SCC, they are still
highly skeptical of the ability of Bagot to
be impartial in her SCC work related to
energy projects.

“How would that work anyway?

There’s only three members on the SCC
Commission. If she recuses herself and a
tie happens among the other two Com-
missioners, then what?” asked Penny
Harrington from Lovettsville.

According to the SCC, an alternative
judge steps in should a tie occur.

Only one legislator out of 195 ques-
tioned Bagot about her ability to remain
impartial after being so ingrained in the
energy industry. Del. Tony Wilt (R-Dist.
26) asked, given her work with NextEra, if
Bagot would be able to look at all energy
issues from an impartial standpoint.

Bagot responded: “I will not have a bent
one way or the other, but will be open
minded and ask the right questions.”

Sam Towell, of Richmond, was also
elected to the SCC. He works as the asso-
ciate general counsel for litigation at
Smithfield Foods and previously served
as the deputy attorney general for civil
litigation under Attorney General Mark
Herring from 2017 to 2021. Towell’s term
will begin March 17 and end Jan. 31, 2028.

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS

For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss

Our licensed adult day centers provide:
+ A safe, social environment with therapeutic activities
* Respite for caregivers needing support & free time

* Reasonable sliding scale fees

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and
limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM.

Purcellville

200 Willie Palmer Way
571-258-3402

co-located w/ Carver Center

Ashburn

off Loudoun County Pkwy
45140 Bles Park Drive

571-258-3232

Leesburg
near Leesburg Airport
16501 Meadowview Ct.

703-771-5334

Video online at: www.loudoun.gov/adultday

Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services

GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE - NATURAL GAS - DIESEL
INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

POWER SOLUTIONS
540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

We won’t leave you powerless.

KOHLER. GENERAC

IN POWER. SINCE 1920.

,mﬂﬂ Asm] ?gglymﬁglogies”

Quality Generators Since 1927
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LLASOIFIEDS

Books, looking for
loving homes

American Lit, beginning to the
present, used, low price, tilt to
religion interest. To set up time to
visit Hamilton home,
email: drwilliay@comcast.net.

INCHING CLOSER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

that could be changed in the event of an
agreement,” Town Attorney Chris Spera
said.

A proposed resolution approving the
voluntary settlement with the Town is
set for the Board of Supervisors Feb. 6
Business Meeting, according to Leesburg
District Supervisor Kristen Umstattd.
The Leesburg Town Council is set to take
up the matter at its Feb. 13 meeting.

A 7-hour mediation between the Town
and the Board of Supervisors was held

Jan. 10 and included Leesburg Mayor
Kelly Burke, Vice Mayor Neil Steinberg,
Town Manager Kaj Dentler, Town Attor-
ney Chris Spera and special counsel.
The County team consisted of Supervi-
sor Umstattd, Catoctin Supervisor Caleb
Kirschner, County Attorney Leo Rogers
and special counsel. All parties to the
mediation were required to sign a non-
disclosure agreement.

The Commission on Local Govern-
ment (CLG) is scheduled to convene
in Leesburg March 5-8 for four days of

public hearings and oral arguments on
the annexation. The CLG oversees dis-
putes between localities, assists with
negotiations, conducts act-finding hear-
ings when necessary, and writes reports
to assist courts in adjudicating disputes.

Detailed information on the annex-
ation can be viewed here: https://www.
dhcd.virginia.gov/sites/default/files/
Docx/clg/pending-cases/leesburg-no-
tice-to-commission-on-local-govern-
ment-9-28-22.pdf.

ASK DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

phase of development finding shared
activities is crucial. Engaging in shared
interests can bridge the growing gap for
your child and you, and provide oppor-
tunities for bonding. A shared hobby, or a
sport event, can foster a sense of connec-
tion. As the old proverb goes, “If you can’t
beat them, join them,” so inviting your
pre-teen or teen’s friends to activities will
also likely be a supportive and welcomed
move on your part.

It can also be beneficial to preserve fam-
ily centered moments, like family dinners,
which give you deliberate time with your
child. Car rides are also a great time to
connect with your pre-teen or teen.

It’s also important to keep things in per-
spective. Although the separate nesting

phase of development may feel bad at
times, it doesn’t mean that you will no
longer see or spend any time with your
child. It means that the amount of time
and the ways in which you spend that time
will change. It’s important to give them
the space and privacy to grow, while also
being there when they need you.

As challenging as it might be to watch
our children grow up and become more
independent, this is also a phase of devel-
opment where parents could encour-
age responsible independence as part of
the changing narrative. Supporting your
child’s decisions and providing them with
age-appropriate responsibilities could
serve to foster a sense of trust, respect
and renewed closeness. Asking your pre-
teen or teen for help around the house, or

participating in community service oppor-
tunities are great ways to connect.

Even with effort, patience and accep-
tance, the separate nest phase of parent-
ing can still be a difficult time. If you find
it to be especially challenging to navigate
this phase, seeking support from other
parents is probably a good idea. Also seek-
ing support from a mental health profes-
sional can be helpful.

Okay, okay, just like the Empty Nest
Syndrome isn’t a clinical diagnosis, the
Separate Nest Syndrome isn’t one either.
It’s a fitting term I’ve coined to describe
the veryreal feelings and natural phenom-
ena that occur when our children begin to
outgrow childhood.

This phase of development is a pivotal
phase for both a pre-teen or teen’s life

and a parent’s life. It’s about adapting to
a new dynamic in your relationship, where
you support your child’s journey towards
independence while maintaining a mean-
ingful connection.

Embracing this phase with patience, and
good communication can transform these
challenging years into an enriching experi-
ence for both you and your child. Whether
your child is 2, 14 or 35, he or she will
always need you; and, appreciating how
they need you differently throughout their
development is what’s most important.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. Mike”
is a clinical psychologist in private practice.
He can be reached at 703-723-2999, and is
located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240,
Ashburn.

LOCAL FILM FEST, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

The 2024 awards for “Festival Favor-
ite,” “Mostly Likely to Break Cabin
Fever” and this year’s theme of “Con-
nections” were made by Purcellville
ceramicist and high school art teacher,
Geoff DeMark. DeMark is a longtime
participant in the Western Loudoun Art-
ists Studio Tour along with his wife, Lori
(a jewelry artist and an art teacher as
well). DeMark originally was “drawn in”
by ceramics after taking an art class as a
student at Penn State.

DeMark received his Masters at Ohio
State while working in mixed media. It

was then a trip to Tucson and tile work
that returned DeMark to clay as his
medium. DeMark, having started a fam-
ily, made his way back to the East Coast
and felt that in addition to teaching, he
wanted his children to grow up in a cre-
ative environment — where he and his
wife Lori would be continually creating
their own art in their home studio.
DeMark also felt it was important to
recognize the organizers and “thank Eliz-
abeth Bracey for tapping into the creativ-
ity of all artists in our community.” The
end result are three awards consisting of
a unique, one-of-kind plate. Each plate

depicts various raised faces/expressions
in a swirling pattern with CFFF 2024
inscribed and glazed in the center.

Co-sponsor, the Town of Purcellville’s
Arts Council, has made it their years-long
goal to support the arts and it endeavors
to have Purcellville be a place where artists
want to live and work. Amie Ware, man-
ager of the town’s Parks and Rec Division
and liaison to the Arts Council said, “Some
make us laugh, some make us think, and
some have us sitting on the edge of our
seats. There is so much talent right here in
Loudoun County, and it is an honor to be
able to focus on our local artists.”

Further, Purcellville Arts Council mem-
ber Karen Blodgett says that they offer a
variety of activities throughout the year
for all ages. “Having the Cabin Fever Film
Festival in conjunction with the Franklin
Park Arts Center starts the year off with
contributions from amazing and talented
local filmmakers and artists. It is a perfect
beginning for the year to come. I encour-
age everyone to come and see the cre-
ative works of our local citizens!”

Liz Tenney Jarvis is the former Chair of the
Purcellville Arts Council and co-founder of
the Cabin Fever Film Festival.

OPINION: A EULOGY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

We nicknamed him Good Larry and those
different appellations helped us avoid
confusion.

Bad Larry Gets Caught

The infused cigarettes had clearly
harmed Larry in his past. Sometimes
those effects were still obvious. I don’t
remember the charge, but at one point
Bad Larry got in trouble with the law.

I attended his trial as a character wit-
ness. I painted him in a good light, but
the judge didn’t buy it. He slammed
down the gavel and a deputy led Larry

through a hidden door in the courtroom
wall. I later found that the door led to a
back corridor which took the newly-con-
victed to jail.

The Insane Asylum Helps Larry

Larry was transferred to Western State
Hospital in Staunton. One cold, sleeting
day three months later, I drove there and
picked him up. He was much better, sub-
dued, coherent, reasonably logical. He
took another job close to us, and there
was a room in the barn there that he
could use.

In recent years, whenever we saw Larry

on the road, he’d wave cheerfully. Life
seemed stable for him but now there will
be no more waving or jesting. Mr. Sheep
was on the loose because his caretaker
died. That caretaker was Bad Larry.

Life in western Loudoun is enriched by
idiosyncratic characters like Larry. I miss
Sweet Corn Man, his brother Tater Bug,
Shiftless Pete and others. I'm glad I once
knew them.

Charles Houston lives on a small horse
farm outside Paeonian Springs and used
to develop large office buildings for big
corporations.

STUDENTS ENCOURAGED, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

award will become that region’s winner.

“This is a great opportunity for our
local 7th and 8th grade students to
imagine themselves as mayor, identify
an issue, and problem solve for their
community,” said Leesburg Mayor Kelly
Burk. “I can’t wait to read the great ideas
that will come from the essays. If there
is a really good idea maybe we can work
together.”

Winning essays will be featured in the
May issue of VML's magazine Virginia
Town & City.

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing
complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email — fair housing@dporvirginia.gov; web: www.fairhousingvipnet.org.
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AITC ANNOUNCES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

submit a high school transcript and two letters of
recommendation.

Additionally, applicants will need to submit TOOM.OIE.
The Virginia Foundation for Agriculture in the

Classroom is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that
promotes a greater understanding and appreci-
ation of agriculture through education and out-

Applications are due March 31 and can be reach activities. To learn more and support, visit

personal statements describing their extracurric-
ular activities and community service, leadership
experience, interest in agriculture and education,
and how the scholarship will benefit them.

will be notified by May 31.
For more information about this scholarship
and other AITC initiatives, visit virginia.agclass-

Are you a dynamic, go-getter with

a passion for connecting businesses
with their local community? We're on
the lookout for a talented Advertising
Sales Representative to join our thriving
community newspaper team.

For more information or to apply:
email editor@BlueRidgeLeader.com

Blue Ridge
LEADER & LOUDOUN

emailed to aitc@vafb.com. Scholarship winners  Virginia.agclassroom.org. Today
SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS
IgEJ*lf_Iﬂ( Targeting -
xecutives “Qur Team Assures
Your Success” LOUdoun County? H-
Reach local readers. LYNNE McC ABE
[ ) TEAM
J ' Email for more
? info: advertise@ SAMSON
WILSON TEAM h blueridgeleader.com FROPERTIES
540 338-6300 he . 703 771-1110
Hrrsherywiisen.com Lynne McCabe Team
5 = Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
Tax ReSO|utIOI'I SerV|ces Mark Malan 30 Years of Experience Phone: 571-242-0232
Tax Season is almost here (540) 751-8456 Licensed/Insured
acclrate We Are The Key To Solving FREE ESTIMATES
et s Your IRS Debts

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com
170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

Experience the Difference é
Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up

www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

Lovestoryhomes.com

* Bobcat Services *
* Gravel Driveway Repair *

540-822-9011

& STONE DUST « MULCH & TOPSOIL &« SAND &
+ LIGHT GRADING +« GRAVELING =
» DRAINAGE SOLUTIONS « BACKHOE WORE »

S LET US HELP YOU
(f‘:T= CARRY YOUR LOAD!
L www.bramhalltrucking.com
& ey

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto * Home -« Business ¢ Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000

540-364-1853 « Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

LINDA CULBERT

REALTOR®
Associate Broker
ABR
1y Purccllville Gateway Dirive
Suite 100 B
Oifice: 540-338-1350
Cell: TO3-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620
linda.culbertiz longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

"% LONG&FOSTER

= REAL ESTATE

IS BE

AMERICAN %2

OUALITY STEEL
571-505-5565 « WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Structural Repairs Licensed
Basements | Additions |Interior/Exterior Home Repairs [iNtes

Bathrooms | Decks

Kitchens Bonded

REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL UP TO 100%

-

E Guaranteed Retu

- Investment b
| L‘-IJ\"'J'F)@\

Lydia Clark

(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

Long & Foster Realtors®
1008 Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Commercial and Residential We Come To You.

SAME DAY
COMPUTER
REPAIR
Premier Computer Repairs SERVICE
Nigel Preece AVAILABLE

571.209.8250 | info@PremierComputerRepairs.com
www.premiercomputerrepairs.com

Janet £nuna Garbe B
Selling Seven West
703-431-4192
JanetEmma@LNF.com
LongandFoster.com/JanetEmmaGarbe

R
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MARY WISKER
REALTOR®, ABR/SFR
Multi=Million Daollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DO
508 E. Market 51,
lcn.ihurg YA 20176

Cell: "'ﬂ}-S" 6015
Office: TO3-777-2900
Mary. Wiskera LNF.com
www MaryWisker.com

LONG &FOSTER ~ Forbes
A&

No Job too Big or too Small, We Handle Them All!
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling + Deck Maintenance
Plumbing + Electrical + Tile * Drywall + Painting + Roofing + Snow Removal
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

540.683.0470 ...

51";.'51.. yourhandymanservicel@gmail.com & mwsuren

SPRINGDALE VILLAGE INN

CIRCA1832
WWW.SPRINGDALEVILLAGEINN.COM

B.R. MIDDI.ETON

| | | |CONCRETE
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

- DRIVEWAYS - EXPOSED AGGREGATE
-« PATIOS - FOOTINGS - SLABS
« STAMPED CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates « PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 - Cell: 703-795-5621

MIDDLEBURG ATOKA
REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES

Call Marcy for your Real Estate needs
Full-Time, Local Experience since 1993

e L

MARCY
CANTATORE

Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WV
540-533-7453

www.MarcyC.com

MarcyC@MarcyC.com
Facebook@MarcyCantatore Instagram@MarcyCSells

Abernethy & Spencer Greenhouse
Lt:rudoun County’s Oldest Greenhouse

o Specializing in Native and Local Gardening

Green & Eco-friendly

"-a_;_ Plants, Trees & Shrubs
2, s Pottery, Gloves, Tools & Statuary

P Flowering Pots & Gifts

i «.ﬁ‘k
% 43 '?t = wuwiabernethyspencer.com
--iiﬁqzﬂ,{ (540} 3389118 » info@ abernethyspencer.com

]H[J'ES Lincoln Rd./Maple Ave. » Purcellville, VA 20132

Tree Exnerts For Over;30Years 7]
Famllv‘nwﬁem& Operated S t'éﬁ,”

Wity Thj; 0”', , ]J

wnﬂan Tmlavl [ a
A COMPLETE TREE AND LANDSCAPE C

Nbrth’s Custom Masonry :

-*-Flre Pits; Flreplaces,i ,,, e &
- Chmneys‘&olumns W X Decoratlve Walls,

' ==Stonework

Repomtmg Brick
‘ Walkwa o

Call Br1M540-533-8092

Member BBB

. Patios

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured - Angle’s List Member

' Retainingand

Sl
Raven’s
Revenge Inc.

SPECIAL
OCCASION

CAKES

0ld Fashioned Homemade Jams,
Preserves, Salsa, Artisan Breads,
Canning Instruction

Marlena Bremseth

540-338-8403

16322 Grasmere Place, Round Hill

LOUDOUN COUNTY
+ MILLING ¥
Feeding Loudoun County Over 100 Years!
HAY.STRAW: FENCING

Bulk Mulch» Top Soil » Sands » Gravels ”]?52

E. Landscaping Stone » Erosion Control T80
Culverts, ete.
540-338-716]1 ronncarn

www.loudounmillingfeeds.com

% Nutrena TARTER

Wt rman vt

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
In-Home Vacation Pet Care
Joe Pillera
(703) 867-7158

virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

SPECIAL
CLEANING
SERVICE

Weekly « Bi-weekly « Monthly or Just One Time!
FREE ESTIMATES - GREAT REFERENCES!
Call Maria Today!
103.471.1228

iﬁ©|

CallMariaToday@gmail.com

RE/MAX

Distinctive Real Estate
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Jeff Pearl
REALTOR®

Email: jeffpearlhomes@gmail.com
we Website: jeffpearl.remaxdistinctive.com

RE/MAX

6846 Elm Street
McLean, VA 22101

Office: (703) 821-1840
Cell: (703) 727-4876

Mowing

Fertilizing

Aerating r

Seeding

Spring & Fall Cleanup GRASS ORKS
Brian W. Ebelhare

703 989-1472

GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Mulching

Leaf Removal

Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sl’xarpcmng & Maintenance
ol Changcs | Greasmg! RePalrs

Sharp Blades

]
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www sharp blades com

Householder Heating & Cooling
703-777-5898

Harry E. Householder, Owner
Cell: 703-627-2420
HEHHVAC@aol.com
604 S. King St., Suite 004, Leesburg, VA 20175

EXCAVATING

We specialize in pond/lake installation & repair,

equestrian riding arenas, gravel road/driveway
installation & repair, land clearing, grading,
pad sites, basement dig outs, and more.

LOCAL | AWARD-WINNING | LICENSED | INSURED
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CALL US:AT 540.338.7190 FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

200 EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA 20132
WILDWOODLANDSCAPE.COM




On The Market...with Sam /@

OnThe Please Call | View our property videos: RSN

Market
Sy /03-408-4261 | onthemarketloudoun.com %?,f,%%es
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@ Sold by Sam and Curt

. Just Listed - THE ONE YOU HAVE WAITED FOR!
Spectacular Craftsman Renovation w/ Main Floor Primary

f_f,q NO HOA. Near Co-op grocery and MARC ~p{_Just Listed Lovettsville- Charming 3 br

Suite, Stunning New Open Concept Kitchen, Magnificent 1o T e NOR . heds/sbath P
Bathrooms, Gorgeous wood floors and built-ins. Deep Front rain. Top value! eds/5baths. ; ; ;
Porch- for relaxing- in town location with yard Beautiful Open Concept Kitchen with Shaker Cabinets in town residence with lovely updates.

& detached two car garage. MOUNTAIN ViEWS & SUNSETS! opens to Family Room with Stone Fireplace. $939,900. Listed for $649,900

Ready to list your home? Selling should not be PR . Listen to Mark Twain!
stressful! Having sold over 500 homes since

1997, we know first hand how to calmly help our
clients position their homes to sell for top value
and on the timeline they need. Our concierge
affiliations with organizers, stagers, contractors,
window washers, landscapers and movers will
help make the process go smoothly.

Moving out of state? We can help with that
too- with our cross country agent network.

. 15197 C i C terford V From start to finish we will stay “Buy land. thev’ ¢ maki fit”
s - & arver Court, Waterford, VA. . : uy land, they’re not making any more of it.
Hampton model w/conservatory on 3.5 acres by your side- please call us today! 130 prime acres in Slow Growth Clarke County.
w/mountain views. Listed for $1,500,000 in 703-408-4261 Build your Dream home plus 4 more with 5
Waterford Ridge. Sold over list price. Dur’s! Perfect for Horses & Cattle. $1,495,000

K»‘E& Sold by Curt /P4 Top Luxury Sale in Lovettsville 2023! ]

v Purcellville Ridge- 4 Bedrooms- s 23124 Watson Rd Leesburg, VA. s - Sold Lovettsv111e 25 acres. Listed for $1,750,000
all new windows! Sold for full price Fantastic country residence on 3 acres w/ TOP LUXURY SALE IN LOVETTSVILLE
$624,900 mountain views and stocked pond! 2023! Before you list your home, call SAM!

OnT he Market Properties

= Sam Fisher, Principal Broker, Realtor®
f “1] Curt Schaber, Realtor®

~ %% ° Marci Huber, Realtor®

Eleanor F. Schlosser, Associate Broker

e dal

Sa.m l?isher, Realtor® On The Market Properties | Address: Bluemont, VA 20135 Curt Schaber
Principal Br ok.er Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA Realtor®. .
Bluemont Resident Round Hill Resident

onthemarketwithsam @gmail.com ﬁ [@ in} ) @onthemarketioudoun "] @onthemarketprop gi] Schabercurt@yahoo.com




