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Is there still time to rethink Rt. 15?

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switch.

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How

much money we would have saved…However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday 
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg Less • Local • Honest

BY LAURA LONGLEY

“It’s not perfunctory,” said Forest 
Hayes, chair of the Loudoun County 
Planning Commission, at its Nov. 30, 
2021, meeting. “It’s a monumental re-
sponsibility to consider making changes 
to the body of work known as the Com-
prehensive Plan of 2019.”  

With that point and a unanimous vote 
to move a controversial Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment to their next work ses-
sion, the planning commissioners put 
the brakes on the County’s plan to fur-
ther expand US Rt. 15 north of Leesburg 
to a point just shy of the two-lane Point 
of Rocks Bridge and the Maryland state 
line. The construction project would also 
incorporate a bypass of the historic rural 
village of Lucketts. It would cost half a 
billion dollars—a number missed by no 
one in the audience or on the dais.

The commissioner’s vote did not 
come, however, until the largest num-
ber of speakers ever to attend a Planning 
Commission meeting had their say—
with nearly 95 percent of the 28 or so 
in attendance voicing their opposition 
to turning a two-lane, undivided rural 
roadway into a four-lane, median-divid-
ed highway or, as one neighbor described 
it, a “de facto Outer Beltway.”

Three or four speakers representing 
upscale developments along 15, such 

as Raspberry Falls and Selma Estates, 
brought up their concerns about safety 
in exiting the communities’ driveways 
and how more traffic lights would solve 
those problems. 

For the Lucketts village residents, 
those safety problems were among their 
concerns, too. But they also worry wheth-
er the Lucketts Elementary schoolchil-
dren can get to and from school safely, 
whether their driving-age offspring 
can enter and drive the road safely, and 
whether their police have sturdy shoul-
ders along the road to pull over speeding 
vehicles. The County staff plan calls for a 
speed limit of 50 mph.

  Renshaw, owner of the 400-acre 
Lost Corner Farm and Mom’s Apple 
Pie Bakery, painted an alarming picture. 
“Anyplace that Rt. 15 is four lanes it will 
be subject to even more aggressive driv-
ing.” She gave an example of the relent-
less traffic impact on farming in the area. 

BY VALERIE CURY

It is a cardinal rule of politics: Al-
ways assume the mic is on.

An influential Town of Purcellville 
staff member and a well-known lo-
cal developer must have missed that 
memo. 

In the hour and 27 minutes that 
followed a lengthy fall 2021 Planning 
Commission meeting – after citi-
zen participants had been dismissed 
– their cozy relationship was laid 
bare as the staff member, speaking 
on a hot mic, told the developer of a 
large controversial downtown proj-
ect, “Whatever you want, I’ll make it 
happen.” He added, “It might take an 

election cycle or two.”
Whatever has been expressed by 

the public in lengthy years of meet-
ings before hand, testimony in the 
now years-long record from traffic ex-
perts, the opinions of opposing Town 
Council members, Town’s Architec-
tural Boards etc., etc. was, essentially 
irrelevant.  What the developer wants 
the developer gets.

A glimpse at local politics 

Rarely does one get a glimpse into 
what happens behind the scenes in 
local government.

If anyone stayed behind online  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

Planning 
Commissioners weigh 
traffic calming US 15 
vs. building ‘de facto 
Outer Beltway’

The proposed road work would wipe out 
half the barn and the silo, farmers market, 
shopping area, all the mature trees, and the 
septic for Christ Church Episcopal, as well as 
the Lucketts Store.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

“Whatever you want, 
I’ll make it happen”  
Hot mic reveals the inner 
workings of Purcellville politics
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Mary Dioniso Brixius REALTOR® ABR, CNE, CRS
Licensed in VA & MD as Mary Roberge

o: 540.687.5256 c: 703.999.6270 | robergemary@gmail.com
View testimonials from many of Mary’s past clients at www.MaryRoberge.com 
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Mary Dionisio Roberge
Licensed in VA, ABR, CNE, CRS
O: 540.687.5256
robergemary@gmail.com
www.MaryRoberge.com

Stunning 36-acre haven on the Potomac River with a Mount Vernon 
feel and its own outdoor meditation area and a rare Trout Stream. 
8 Acres of fenced property with 5 acres of grape vines. Quality-
constructed, custom home with numerous sought-after amenities. 
Expansive gourmet kitchen with farm sink, stainless appliances, 
organizational stations, 2 offices, family room with high ceilings and  
views. Owners Suite, 4 additional large bedrooms upstairs along with 
several other bonus rooms, a gym, media and library. Exterior features 
a beautiful in-ground pool and spa, enclosed Plantation-Style Porch, 
a relaxing large front porch, and swing. Sold for $2,250,000.

Staging, Marketing, Experience - Success shows in Mary’s “stats” 
- Staging, Timing, Attention to Detail, Thorough Comparative 

Market Analysis, Success

Mary’s sales statistics, with respect to days on market and a long-

term high percentage to list price, prove that her personal staging and 

guiding clients on what/when to update with her team  of contractors 

pays off.  17 YEARS OF LOCAL & LUXURY SALES EXPERIENCE

MARY’S TEAM PROVIDES INCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICES:
•	Room-to-room guidance with Home Preparation and STAGING
•	 An expert Comparative Market Analysis
•	 Professional Real Estate Photography + AERIALS + VIDEO
•	 Local, National and International Marketing + DIGITAL
•	 Expansive corporate reach with 380 Agent/Colleagues in our 9 OFFICES
•	 Accredited Contract Negotiator (CNE)
•	Detailed closing guidance - prior Manager of a Settlement Firm
•	Mary’s sales statistics, with respect to days on market with a high 

percentage to list price record, prove that her personal staging and 
guidance	on	what/when	to	update	pays	off.
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Mary has been a Listing and Buyer’s Agent since 2003 specializing in Loudoun, Prince William, Fauquier, and Fairfax Counties.  
Prior	to	Agency,	Mary	worked	for	12	years	with	DC	law	firms,	so	her	unique	background	optimally	benefits	her	clients	along	with	her	inherent	eye	 

for	staging.	Mary	confidently	guides	her	Sellers	and	Buyers	having	a	team	of	professional	contractors.	Coveted,	career-long	professional	relationships	 
with	other	local	Realtors	also	benefit	Mary’s	clients.	Being	a	“Realtor,”	Mary	follows	a	Code	of	Ethics	where	she	insists	on	market	saturation	 

in	advertising	-	“all	Buyers	should	have	a	chance	to	buy	and	compete…	this	is	best,	especially	for	my	Sellers.”	

Listed & SOLD  
(Contracted in 3 days)  

$700,000  
202 Primrose Court, SW 
Town of Leesburg 20175

Listed & SOLD  
(Contracted in 3 days)  

$665,000  
13808 Cabells Mill Drive
 Centreville, VA  20120
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Loudoun Valley HS sports and football star Quentin Ogren 
all-around leader, academic, and take-no-prisoners tackle

Purcellville Town Council gives Adam’s Bike Park a big thumbs up

BY ANDREA GAINES

At six-two, he is just over 230 lbs. 
of determination, grit, and smarts.

Playing in the NFL, he told us, 
would be “a dream come true.”

But, he’s got way bigger plans 
than that. Way bigger plans.

Like working with kids. Estab-
lishing himself as a super personal 
trainer and businessman. And, who 
knows.  Saving the world one day.

There is something really, really 
special in this Loudoun Valley High 
School graduate turned 20-year-
old life-philosopher.  My, my, my.  
What an exemplary human being.

Moving on up

Ogren was part of Loudoun Val-
ley High School’s class of 2018.  

He is due to graduate from 
Muhlenberg Collage in PA in 2022. 
The college is located in Allentown.

Ogren’s academic and sports-related stats are im-
pressive, as Muhlenberg’s website attests.

Career football highlights include 7 tackles against 
MIT in 2019, three of which were solo tackles. In 2019 
he played in every game as a reserve defensive end.  
That year he recorded a total of 16 tackles, including 
tackles in postseason play. He also had “sacks” in wins 
against nationally-ranked Susquehanna and Salisbury.

Both 2018 and 2019 were great years for the young 
man. In 2019, his team reached the final four. In 2018 

the team was ranked as one of the elite eight. Muhlen-
berg lists him also on the Centennial Conference Hon-
or Roll for the years 2019 and 2020.

Ogren was a two-year football captain at Valley High 
School.  He also played linebacker, defensive end and 
fullback, lettering for two years in lacrosse, and also 
playing basketball.

All this for a young guy born in 1999, with a double 
major in business administration and economics. He 
has made the Dean’s List for six semesters.

A really remarkable young man

Social media and the internet provide 
young people today with lots of ways to 
express themselves, and talk about their 
plans for their life. Quentin’s comments 
are really insightful.

Ogren said this about his short-term 
plans: “Looking into the more near fu-
ture, I plan on successfully graduating 
college and fulfilling my double major 
course requirements in order to earn my 
Muhlenberg College degree. 

“While this is taking place, I plan on 
establishing myself as a Personal Fitness 
Trainer further, as I continue to pursue 
additional certifications such as Youth 
Fitness Specialist Certification, Athlet-
ic Development Certification, Dietician 
Certification … through the National 
Academy of Sports Medicine and/or the 
American Council on Exercise.

“Acquiring additional fitness certifi-
cations and a degree in Business and Economics will 
open doorways for my career interests …”
As for long term plans, Ogren said, “As I look into the 

deeper future, I find myself hoping for a job containing 
meaning to both myself and others, as well as being in a 
profession I enjoy … I must work diligently now, and be 
mindful of each and every connection I make … ”

Gushing parents – “look out, world”

We asked Quentin’s parents how they felt about their 

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Michelle Caudill has a dream: That on June 1, 2022, 
every parent who hopes to see their child happy and 
healthy, every Purcellville kid who loves to mount a 
bike and ride with friends will turn out at Fireman’s 
Field and discover Adam’s Bike Park. And every one 
of them can thank this mom who, with her boundless 
imagination, relentless fundraising, and the support 
of local cyclists, international bicycle manufactures, 
the Purcellville Parks and Rec team and all the mem-
bers of the Town Council, created a remarkable place 
in honor of her 15-year-old son Adam, who died in a 
tragic accident last year.

“When I think of this bike park, I can’t help but 
smile,” she told the Town Council. “I see this as a 
community gathering spot for all ages. I see friends 
meeting here for hours. I see moms chatting on 
benches watching the children who are totally en-
gaged in physical activity. I see dads riding bikes with 
their kids. I see families packing a lunch and coming 
here to spend a few hours on a Saturday. I see an out-
door arena that is affordable and accessible for family 
fun, right here in town. I see kids and even teenagers 
smiling and having a good time. What I don’t see is 
teenagers staring at their phones. They’re also not at 
home staring at another screen.”

Instead, she sees kids like Adam. “He loved riding 
his bike around this town. He was easy to spot with 
his 6-foot frame and weighing only 135 pounds and 
always riding his red Trek mountain bike. If you were 
ever lucky enough to spot him, he always had a kind 
smile and a thumbs up for you.”

Caudill’s concept is to create a place accessible to 
kids from all over town—a safe environment where 
kids can hone their skill, to become more confident 
on their bikes. They can then take those bikes else-
where, like the W&OD trail.

The demand is there for a park dedicated to cy-
cling: In 2019 and 2020, with COVID, the bicycle in-
dustry saw a 60 percent increase in children’s bike 
sales. And that means the kids now have bikes, and 
the one thing they don’t have is a place to use them. 
What Caudill would like to do is provide that place.

The plans and its features are based on existing 
in parks in the area, particularly one that Adam, his 
brother Zach, and friends frequented in Stephens 
City, just south of Winchester. 

At Fireman’s Field, the park would include several 
fixed structures in a path system occupying a small 
portion of the property. The town-owned property’s 
towering trees could be maintained in place, using 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

Adam Caudill, right, and his best friend Charlie Keller, whose father, 
Stephen, is Michelle Caudill’s best partner in making Adam’s Bike 
Park happen.

Ogren, number 92, is leading the team.
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BY TIM JON

In an odd sort of way (or maybe not) 
it reminded me of Central Park in New 
York City; having traipsed around that 
popular acreage many times in days 

gone by, I guess I’d inter-
nalized the character of 
the landscape for some 
future use. Well, in mull-
ing over my literary pos-
sibilities for a local gath-
ering place called Legacy 
Park – in Brambleton, a 

short distance from the Dulles Green-
way, I kept getting images of the recent 
visit interspersed with those of its giant 
sibling further up the East Coast.

I’d arrived at the general area of Rt. 
659 – Belmont Ridge Road – and Legacy 
Park Drive- expecting ... well, I’m not 
sure what; I simply followed my map 
directions after discovering a relatively 
new patch of green in the eastern part 
of the County, a rare commodity in 
comparison to the more open country 
to the west. 

So ... I drove around the spot a time or 
two, not noticing any clear parking area 
or entrance to the park itself; I finally 
settled on just pulling over on an adja-
cent residential street and making my 
own foot trail to one of the paved hiking 

paths within the green space.
Now, I generally obey my first in-

stincts at a new location, in heading 
toward any body of water, moving or 
still, and followed the same rule here; I 
was rewarded with a sunrise-enhanced 
perspective of a good-sized pond – with 
some impressive new homes on the op-
posite shore. 

The water had the quality of having 
been treated to reduce eutrophication 
(hey, I remember being fascinated by 
that word from high-school science, 
give me a break here!) – late-summer 
algae growth – giving the remaining 
liquid an odd, phosphorescent, almost 
day-glow look (leaving a very strange 
impression, at least to my early-morn-
ing vision), which seemed to extend as 
far as I could see beneath the water’s 
surface.

And this artificial manipulation of 

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: 

Legacy Park

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

“I told myself, even if a picture was all I ever 
found, I’d be happy for the rest of my life” Kevin 
Barhydt writes in his memoir, Dear Stephen Mi-
chael’s Mother.

 Rarely has a story gripped me 
as much as this one. I devoured 
the book in just a few days, tak-
ing in every word of this incredi-
ble tale.

“I was adopted in 1962 in 
Schenectady,” the author writes. 
Near the beginning of the book, 

Barhydt and his family return to Schenect-
ady from Brooklyn. One gets the sense that 
it was not an easy move. “Leaving Brooklyn 

A Lifelong Search

MOORE-SOBEL

How to make (and keep) Your New 
Year’s Resolutions in 2022

TIM JON

Dr. Mike

— Ask Dr. Mike — 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.
With 2021 coming to a close, many 

are looking ahead to what 2022 will 
bring.  And, while there are always 
things outside of our control (e.g., 
COVID-19 ending), coming up with 
some personal New Year’s reso-

lutions, can be a fun 
and productive way to 
start the year.  Sure, 
we’ve all heard that 
New Year’s resolutions 
don’t last, but research 
has actually shown 

that close to 50 percent of people 
who make a resolution are still suc-
cessful in keeping it after a 6-month 
follow-up.So, how do you make your 
resolution stick?  Planning ahead, 
being realistic, having supports, be-
ing goal specific, tracking progress, 
persevering, being kind to yourself 
when you get off track, are some of 
the important things you can do to 
bring about lasting and meaningful 

change. 
However, in my opinion, change 

occurs best when you have both an 
intellectual and emotional motiva-
tion to address a problem or goal.  
So, for example, only knowing that 
you have a drinking problem or only 
having a strong desire to quit isn’t 
likely going to be enough to sustain 
sobriety.  Typically, those with alco-
holism won’t admit that they have a 
problem and reach out for help until 
they are forced to; until they realize 
– both intellectually and emotional-
ly – that they’ve hit a personal bot-
tom.

Two timely winter holiday exam-
ples that demonstrate how your in-
tellectual understanding and emo-
tional reality with a problem can 
match up for change to occur are 
Charles Dickens’, A Christmas Carol, 
and the film, It’s a Wonderful Life. 

In A Christmas Carol, Ebenezer 

nature extended into the harder land-
scape, as well. With the surrounding 
neighborhoods poised quite close 
around the Park’s perimeter, I imagined 
the entire acreage having been sort of 
molded into its current format by the 
same giant earth-movers which had 
flattened the area for all those residen-
tial and commercial structures.

Letting these images and sensations 
sink into the objective and subjective 
realms of the mind and spirit, I began 
making those aforementioned asso-
ciations between the ground beneath 
my feet and those now-long-ago visits 
to that vast open space in the heart of 

Manhattan – Central Park. 
And, despite their obvious size dif-

ference, the similarities included the 
obvious, a designated green space in 
the midst of a most ambitious human 
development, coupled with the variety 
of sporting opportunities within both 
sites (various ball courts, dotting the 
wooded and grassy landscape of Legacy 
Park, had also notched their way into 
my memory banks that morning), and 
the well-worn foot-paths left by those 
visitors who’d stepped from any of the 
paved surfaces to approach the pond or 
other sites of interest. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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540-680-4585
5440 Old Alexandria Turnpike, Warrenton, VA 20187
Info@WindowsAndSidingUnlimited.com       
WindowsAndSidingUnlimited.com       

Unlimited 
Choices,
Exceptional 
Service
Windows • Siding
Doors • Gutters

What’s brewing on 
Hamilton Station Road?
BY LAURA LONGLEY

It’s no surprise that when residents in 
western Loudoun get wind of a new win-
ery or brewery coming to their residen-
tial neighborhood, they get concerned. 
Traffic, trespassing, and inebriated pa-
trons getting behind the wheel as they 

try to navigate their way 
home through country 
roads are all realities. 

What also makes the arrival of these ru-
ral businesses troublesome is the filling 
and grading of the land for the opera-
tion—especially if what came before was 
a dump of materials unknown.

That’s what the folks on Hamilton 
Station Road between East Colonial 
Highway and Rt. 9 are now facing. The 
previous owners of the 17-acre property 
directly opposite The Barns at Hamilton 
Station Vineyards never developed it, but 
instead used the parcel as a dump. The 
dumping situation over the years became 
so dire that the heavy runoff onto the 
road endangered drivers.

That dump was not the only one to 
trouble the community. Just five minutes 
away is the Gable Farm and its massive 
landfill that had been frequented daily 
by a parade of dump trucks rumbling up 
the hill to empty their contents in the 
ever-growing pile. It took several years 
of community complaints and environ-
mental tests before the dumping ceased 
when the Loudoun County General Dis-
trict Court issued an Order of Abatement 
that required the property owners to cor-
rect the violations.

Meanwhile no action has been taken 
by the county to deal with the Hamil-
ton Station dump, despite years of com-
plaints.

The new project planned for Hamil-
ton Station Road would be the second 
site for Leesburg’s award-winning Black 
Hoof Brewing Company, owned by Bill 

and Nikki Haase. With their plans filed 
with the County and currently mov-
ing through the approval process, the 
neighbors are seeking answers to their 
concerns. They are asking the Haases 
and their project team how they plan to 
manage an operation that would bring 
approximately 80,000 square yards of fill 
onto the property and shift drainage to 
the southwest. At 12 cubic yards of dirt 
per dump truck, this construction activi-
ty would require nearly 7,000 truckloads 
and disturb 13 of the property’s 17 acres. 

The residents are also seeking answers 
about additional grading, erosion, and 
sediment control; quality of the fill, du-
ration of fill operations, and dust from 
regrading; drainfield capacity and gal-
lons per minute; property and building 
design and materials; number of events 
per year, and noise abatement.  

Well regarded in the art and science 
of brewing, the Haases have impres-
sive credentials and experience in other 
fields as well. Co-owner Nikki Haase is 
an engineer at Microsoft; her husband, 
Bill Haase, is an environmental engineer. 
Their brewer, Dean Lake, has experience 
building breweries and similar projects.

The team expects to have the brewery 
up and running within a year or two once 
they obtain the necessary approvals. The 
job of filling and grading the property as 
well as removing a pond is likely to occu-
py most of that time. Exterior construc-
tion by an Amish firm from Pennsylvania 
that customizes pre-manufactured pole 
barns would take approximately two 
weeks. Interior work and brewery instal-
lation should be a few months; Bill and 
Nikki Haase assure the community that 
the noise inside will be limited.

Meanwhile, the neighbors hope to 
work collaboratively with Black Hoof 
Brewing Company and the Haase team to 

GOVERNMENT
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BY JOHN P. FLANNERY

There may be no zero carbon foot-
print but we still have it as an environ-
mental goal.

The next generation is working on 
how we attack carbon emissions – and, 
sometimes, it’s downright fun.

This narrative begins with a young 
Landon Hughes, about 4 years of age, 
when with his Mom, Cameron Hughes, 

he’d get upset at the 
litter he’d 
see and 

want to remove it, recycle it.
In those days, young 

Landon would refer to “litter” 
as “glitter” but the result was 
the same.  Away with the gar-
bage.  Be it litter or glitter.

Landon is now an eighth 
grader, 14 years old, at the 
Hill School, and he favors 
math and science but also 
history.  Of course, he enjoys 
sports (football and baseball).

He has also been influ-
enced by his teachers and, 
for our purpose, we focus on 
Susan McCaskey, one of Landon’s sixth 
grade teachers, who taught him about 
recycling.

It’s ironic that his mom, Cameron 
Hughes, attended the Hill School, grad-
uating in ’03.  Tal Mack taught Cameron 
and Tal is the one who started the recy-
cling program at the Hill School.

So what does this have to do with 

pigs?
My wife, Holly Smith Flannery, has a 

pig sanctuary and rescue. “Holly’s Hap-
py Hogs,” and, our pigs are pets; they 
are not going to market, and no pig is 
going to be crying “all the way home.”

Landon took it on himself to collect 
pumpkins to feed pigs.  Holly’s Happy 
Hogs was one of the beneficiaries of his 
enviro-thusiasm.

Landon confirmed that pumpkins can 

be harmful to a landfill, but are good for 
a compost pile.

Landon, however, never gave compost 
a second thought.

It was always about the pigs and re-
cycling.

Pumpkins are good for pigs to eat.
They are high in antioxidants, have 

low calories, and have many vitamins 

and nutrients (Vitamins A, C, B2, B6, 
E, Iron, Thiamin, Niacin, Folate, Iron, 
Magnesium, Manganese, Copper, Phos-
phorus, Fiber, Carbs, Riboflavin, Protein, 
and Potassium) that help pigs with their 
digestive system and skin.  

Landon was all in to help the pigs.
Landon appreciated the season for 

pumpkins was mid-September through 
November.

Many families that throw out their 
jack-o-lanterns, there-
fore don’t recycle.

The pumpkins end 
up in the landfill – and 
not recycled.

The US Department 
of Energy reports that 
most of the 1.3 billion 
pounds of pumpkins 
produced in the Unit-
ed States end up in a 
landfill.

Once there, they 
decompose and release 
methane gas, a harmful 
greenhouse gas that con-
tributes to global warm-

ing, with more than 20 times the warm-
ing effect of carbon dioxide – CO2.

Pumpkins are 90 percent water and 
add tons of water to the landfills, con-
tributing to the problem of ground wa-
ter contamination.

Many farmers are no longer animal 
farmers for lots of reasons but also be-

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

You Should Not Ignore Zoning

I know, I know. Zoning sounds as dull 
as dirt. Put this in the 
proper context and 
you’ll see why it’s crit-

ically important. When it’s approved, the 
new zoning ordinance will govern how 
much Loudoun should grow, what it will 
look like, and whether western Loudoun 
will be ruined by sprawl and commerce, 
or if we can save its special character. It 
will govern what you can build, where 
you can build it, and how you can use 
your property and how you can’t. 

Gestation

Our new zoning ordinance is taking a 
long time to birth. 

The effort started way back in Octo-
ber 2016. An early task was to get public 

comments through the “Envision” pro-
cess. (Thank consultants for that some-
what-irritating trendy term.) 

Next came a new General Plan, a guide 
for how the county should develop by a 
2040 horizon. This plan was adopted in 
June 2019 and now is being translated 
into a new Zoning Ordinance. Commer-
cial interests had undue influence over 
the General Plan but the good guys are 
working hard to get zoning that reflects 
the desires of residents, such as slowing 
growth, stopping sprawl and fighting 
commercialization. 

Staff Starts Work

With the General Plan in hand, Staff 
and consultants started a comprehensive 
zoning rewrite process. The first step was 
to examine all 1,025 pages of the old zon-
ing code to see what was worth keeping 
and what needed changing in order to 

align with the new General Plan. That 
done, the first sections of zoning text 
were presented to the Zoning Ordinance 
Committee this past January. 

I am a member of ZOC (rhymes with 
“rock.”)  We have no actual power. During 
the rewrite process we offer ideas and 
suggestions to Staff. Some of our com-
ments make it to zoning text, others are 
rejected. Later ZOC will make formal, 
comprehensive recommendations to the 
Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors. 

Staff continues to work section by sec-
tion, promulgating chapters like “Zoning 
Districts” (e.g., the suburban area or the 
rural west) and “Uses” (setting out what 
can go where.) These are important, fun-
damental sections of any zoning ordi-
nance. 

Protecting the West

Western Loudoun is the Rural Policy 
Area. It’s important that legitimate ag-
riculture is always not just allowed, but 
encouraged; it’s equally important that 
inappropriate uses (e.g., hotels, sawmills 
and so on) are kept out. There is still sig-
nificant debate on several uses. Brewer-
ies, for example, are particularly contro-
versial for residents since they can seem 
awfully close to roadhouse bars. No one 
– not even myself – is seeking to remove 
any of the 28 or so existing breweries, but 
we are terribly afraid of more new ones. 
(Neighbors seem to go berserk when they 
hear that a brewery plans to move in.) 
The General Plan calls for “farm brew-
eries,” that grow their own ingredients. 
This prescription is never followed, and 
western Loudoun could be on the way to 
becoming a drink-and-drive destination 
with nary a nod to farming.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

Zoning Update

OPINION

OPINION

Pigs can help the environment 

Two-year-old Asher Svedlow feeding pumpkins  
to pot belly rescue, Ethel-age six. 
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Practice what you teach
Dear Editor: 

When the opportunity came up to put 
my name in the hat for the Loudoun 
County Public School Board I thought to 
myself, this could be an opportunity for 
the school board to show the community 

that they’re listening.   
I figured as a Puer-

to Rican, in a biracial 
marriage, with a special needs child, and 
employed as a public servant already, 
that I might actually have a chance to 
get on the school board.  Besides, LCPS 
has been promoting equity and diversity 
since 2019 after spending nearly a half 
million dollars on an Equity Collabora-
tive Report to promote equity and inclu-
sion.

 I was wrong. Despite a significant 
number of qualified, non-controversial 
candidates the school board chose yet 
another white male who was the only 
candidate that was publicly excoriated 
by a father from Loudoun County.  Given 
the school board is predominantly white 
and considered economically affluent 
it seems counterintuitive to have made 
that choice. I’m glad that one of the 
school board members decided to table 
the equity policy approval to give it more 
thought.

 However, every cloud has a silver 
lining. Thus far I’ve been able to meet 

a lot of very morally solid parents and 
citizens from many demographics, who 
care about children. I have learned that 
it is not enough just to go to the school 
board meeting and speak passionately, 
because all of our words are falling upon 
deaf ears.

 I’ve learned that the only way to com-
bat the corrupt and politicized Loudoun 
County School Board is through the 
courts and utilizing the law.  The school 
board has clearly sent the message that 
they are not resigning, stepping down, or 
doing anything to respect the will of the 
people.

 I, like many other parents, will contin-
ue to fight for our children’s education 
and to restore LCPS back to its glory. Ac-
tivism may be tiring and inconvenient 
but I do not feel I have a choice. I need 
not only to defend my own children’s ed-
ucation but more importantly to defend 
the rights of the voiceless in Loudoun 
County who are shackled to the public 
school system with no options.

The last time I checked, elected offi-
cials in the United States only have the 
authority which is given to them by the 
people, and that same authority can be 
taken back by the people.

 Michael A. Rivera
Leesburg 

LETTER

Purcellville supports 
renaming Harry Byrd Hwy 

The Town of Purcellville received a 
letter from Loudoun County request-
ing input on the renaming of the por-
tion of Harry Byrd Highway – Rt. 7– 
that lies within the Town.  

Harry Flood Byrd Sr., who lived 
from 1887 to 1966, was an American 

newspaper publish-
er, and leader of the 
Democratic Party in 

Virginia for decades. 
Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser 

suggested renaming this portion of 
the road, Billy Pierce Hwy. After a 
brief discussion, there was a unani-
mous consensus of Council in sup-
port of this change. 

William Pierce was born (1890) and 
raised in Purcellville. He is buried in 
the cemetery in between Grace Meth-
odist Episcopal Church and Mount 
Olive Baptist Church – two historic 
African American places of worship 
in the village of Lincoln.

He served in the military, and lat-
er followed his heart as a choreog-
rapher. He was the inventor of the 
Black Bottom dance, the craze of the 
1920’s, and later the Sugar Foot Strut 
dance.  He was also instrumental in 
founding the Harlem Renaissance. 
The Billy Pierce Dance Studio in New 
York City was the largest of its kind at 
the time, and developed routines for 
Broadway stars as well.

Fraser said that the Purcellville 
Arts Council was looking at putting 
up something in his honor as well. 

The Loudoun County Board of Su-
pervisors initiated the process to re-
name Harry Byrd Highway at their 
meeting on Dec. 7.  At that time, the 
Board unanimously voted to adopt a 
resolution requesting to rename all 
of Rt. 7 within the County’s control 
from Harry Byrd Highway to Leesburg 
Pike, which was the former name of 
the road prior to 1968. 
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Follow local news and information online  
at www.blueridgeleader.com

As students prepare to return to 
school in Loudoun County after the 
winter break, health officials en-
courage parents to take steps to help 
limit the spread of COVID-19 and 
other illnesses to keep their children 
healthy.

“Each year, the return to school 
after the holidays typically brings 
a significant increase in respirato-
ry infections and absenteeism,” said 
Loudoun County Health Director Dr. 
David Goodfriend. “This year, the 
problem is compounded by the winter 
surge of COVID-19 and the flu, which 
are both widespread in Virginia. So, 
I encourage families to take simple 
precautions that will help keep your 
children safe and in school.”

The health department recom-
mends the following strategies in a 
layered approach, since no one mit-
igation measure is perfect, because 
these efforts work in concert to slow 
the spread of illness:

Get vaccinated against the flu 
and COVID-19. Vaccination, includ-
ing getting a booster when eligible, for 
both the student and their family is 
the most important step you can take 
to reduce the likelihood of getting sick 
and passing the virus to others.

Get a COVID-19 test. Testing is 
one important way to identify 
children and adults infected with 
COVID-19, isolate cases and identi-
fy clusters where the virus might be 
spreading.

Get a supply of masks. Indoor 
mask use in school and other pub-
lic settings reduces transmission of 
COVID-19, influenza and other win-
ter respiratory infections. Everyone 
two years and older should wear a 
mask in public spaces, regardless of 
their vaccination status or any re-
quirements to do so.

Review and practice proper 
safety activities for:

• Washing and sanitizing 
hands.

• Social distancing: Keep away 
from others who do not live 
in your household whenever 
possible and avoiding 
sharing school supplies with 
others.

• How to cough and sneeze 
without spreading germs.

Vaccination Opportunities

Anyone 5 and older is eligible for 
a COVID-19 vaccine and anyone 
16 and older is eligible for a boost-
er. To make an appointment for 
a COVID-19 vaccine at the coun-
ty’s Dulles Town Center clinic, vis-
it loudoun.gov/covid19vaccine.

In addition, COVID-19 vaccine is 
widely available in the community 
from many providers, such as med-
ical offices and pharmacies includ-
ing, but not limited to, CVS, Giant 
Food, Harris Teeter, Safeway, Wal-
greens, Walmart and Wegmans. These 
locations have the benefit of being 
able to also provide flu vaccine at the 
same time. Visit vaccines.gov to find 
a vaccination site near you.

Testing Opportunities

Many pharmacies and health care 
providers offer COVID-19 tests in 
Loudoun County. To find a provider 
near you, visit the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health website.

Loudoun County provides free 
COVID-19 testing. For testing sched-
ules and event details, visit loudoun.
gov/covid19testing.

For More Information

For additional information 
about COVID-19 and to sign up for 
COVID-19 text and email updates 
from Loudoun County, visit loudoun.
gov/coronavirus. 

Anyone with questions about 
COVID-19 vaccine may call the 
Health Department’s information 
line at 703-737-8300 or send an 
email to the Health Department. 

Returning to school after 
the holidays –  a checklist 
for parents
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A second time capsule is found in base of Lee statue
On Dec. 27, crews found a second 1887 time capsule, lo-

cated in the base of the former statue of Confederate Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee on Monument Avenue 
in Richmond. The capsule was opened 
on Dec. 28 at 1 p.m. at the Department 

of Historic Resources lab, located at 2801 Kensington Ave-
nue, Richmond, 23221. The discovery comes 11 days after a 
different and unknown time capsule was discovered. 

This appears to be the time capsule which historians be-
lieve was placed on Oct. 27, 1887 – and it is made of copper, 
and matches the size listed in the historical record. 

Records from the Library of Virginia suggest that 37 
Richmond residents, organizations, and businesses con-
tributed about 60 objects (such as a Bible, ammunition, 
buttons, confederate money, books, 12 copper coins and 
more) to the capsule, many of which are believed to be re-
lated to the Confederacy.

Crews previously also located the 
first 1887-time capsule of Confederate 
artifacts 11 days prior. It was discov-
ered by crew members disassembling 
the pedestal that formerly held the 
Robert E. Lee statue.

Workers noticed something that 
looked “different,” so they chiseled 
down with a hammer, and found the 
top of a time capsule – located inside a 
large block, under one inch of cement. 
It was located approximately 20 feet in 
the air, in the tower, not in the pedes-

tal’s base. It was located approximately 8 feet from 
the outside of the granite and about one foot from 
the edge of the core. It was largely undamaged.

The stone was removed and lowered to the 
ground before historic preservation teams were 
able to confirm the actual time capsule. 

Historians believe a time capsule was placed 
in the cornerstone of the Lee pedestal on Oct. 27, 
1887. Records from the Library of Virginia suggest 
that 37 Richmond residents, organizations, and 
businesses contributed about 60 objects to the cap-
sule, many of which are believed to be related to 
the Confederacy.

It will be transported to the Department of His-
toric Resources, so it can be opened using best 
practices for historic preservation to maintain the 
integrity of the artifacts.

A second time capsule is found in base of Lee statue

GOVERNMENT

K a m b e r  P e t t y 
R E A LTO R ®

Pearson Smith Realty, LLC
43777 Central Station Drive Suite 390
Ashburn, VA 20147
Office 571 386 1075

KHS HOMES GROUP, Owner
Licensed In VA: 0225-198854
M 571-299-8307
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Loudoun County offers ongoing mental health educa-
tion and substance abuse prevention programs. All pro-
grams are free, but registration is required, and seats are 
limited. The schedule of upcoming classes for January 
2022 is as follows:

Adverse Childhood Experiences Training

The Adverse Childhood Experiences training is a one-
hour educational program that aims to raise awareness of 
Adverse Childhood Experiences, or ACEs. ACEs are poten-
tially traumatic events that occur in childhood. ACEs are 
linked to chronic health problems, mental illness and sub-

stance use problems in adulthood. The 
training teaches that ACE prevention 
is a key to improving a community’s 

well-being. The virtual training presentation lasts about 
one hour. Discussion and a question-and- answer session 
will follow the presentation. The next class will be held 
Tuesday, Jan. 11: 6 p.m. For details about the training and 
to register, visit loudoun.gov/childhoodadversitytraining.

Mental Health First Aid

Mental Health First Aid offers training that teaches 
people how to identify, understand and respond to signs 
of mental illness and substance use disorders. The train-
ing also teaches the skills that someone needs to reach 
out and provide initial help and support to someone who 
may be developing a mental health or substance use prob-

lem or experiencing a crisis. 
There are two versions of the program, a general adult 

program and a program for adults who interact with 
youth. The virtual trainings are usually held over a two-
day period, with the class lasting for about three hours 
each day. The next trainings are:

• Adult Mental Health First Aid: Jan. 5 and 6: 1 – 4 
p.m.

• Youth Mental Health First Aid: Jan. 25 and 26: 6 
– 9 p.m. 

For details about the training and to register, vis-
it loudoun.gov/mhfirstaid.

Opioid Overdose Reversal

Loudoun County offers local training sessions of RE-
VIVE!, the opioid overdose and naloxone education pro-
gram for the Commonwealth of Virginia. Anyone who 
uses opioids or knows someone who is using opioids is 
encouraged to attend. The virtual sessions last about one 
hour. Upcoming classes are:

For details about the training and to register, vis-
it loudoun.gov/revive.

Loudoun County is holding an open com-
ment period to gain input from the public re-
garding Phase III of construction for Scott Jen-
kins Memorial Park in Hamilton. Phase III will 
install lighting for five existing athletic fields. 

The comment period is open through Jan. 
14, allowing members of the public the oppor-
tunity to view a presentation online and pro-
vide input about the project.

 Installation of the lighting is subject to ap-
proval of the Planning Commission, and the 
project is scheduled to be on the agenda of the 
Planning Commission’s Jan. 25, public hearing. 

Information on how to provide comment 
for the public hearing will be posted prior to 
the hearing at loudoun.gov/remoteparticipa-
tion.

 For more information about the Scott Jen-
kins Memorial Park project, to watch the re-
corded presentation and submit a comment, 
visit the project page at loudoun.gov/scottjen-
kinsparkphase3.

Loudoun offers mental health  
education programs 

Public comment 
open on Scott 
Jenkins Memorial 
Park lighting 

GOVERNMENT

• Friday, Jan. 7: 12 p.m.
• Monday, Jan. 10: 5:30 

p.m.
• Friday, Jan. 14: 12 p.m.
• Friday, Jan. 21: 12 p.m.

• Monday, Jan. 24: 5:30 
p.m.

• Friday, Jan. 28: 12 p.m.
• Monday, Jan. 31: 5:30 

p.m.

120 Purcellville Gateway Dr., Purcellville
540.299.7959 • Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Independently Owned & Operated

Need more hours in a day or social distancing? Let us 
take the hassle out of today’s challenges with curbside 

pickup and free local delivery.

Shopping local made easy!
1 Hour Curbside

Pickup
Free Same-Day

Delivery
www.petsuppliesplus.com

Delivery not available in some markets.
Restrictions & product exclusions may apply.

®
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Virginia deploys $2 billion to achieve near-universal Broadband
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See us on D@loudounjewelrystore 
ll loudounjewelry 

LLoouuddoouunn  JJeewweellrryy 
VVE BUY 8c LOAN 

GOLD • SIL VER • PLATINUM • DIAMONDS
PATEK .... BREITLING .... R0LEX .... OMEGA .... P ANERAI 

Q1taduate QemoQoglst on gta�� - �ocaQQy ©wned - �leensed and 9nsu1ted 

JEWELRY 8c WATCH REPAIR 

44927 Geo. Wash. Blvd, Suit 120, Ashburn, VA 20147 • 703-938-0000 Tuesday-Friday 10-6 • Saturday Noon-4      Appointments Available 

See us on D@loudounjewelrystore 
ll loudounjewelry 

Loudoun Jewelry
We Buy & Loan

Jewelry & Watch Repair

44927 Geo. Wash. Blvd, Suite 120, Ashburn, VA 20147 • 703-938-0000
Tuesday-Friday 10-6 • Saturday Noon-4      Appointments Available

Gold - Silver - Platinum - Diamonds
Patek - Breitling - Rolex - Omega - Panerai

Gov. Ralph Northam in mid-December announced 
new grants that will advance Virginia 90 percent to 
the goal of achieving universal access to broadband 

and high-speed internet, placing 
Virginia on track to being one of 
the first states successfully chart-

ing a path to universal access to broadband.
The progress results from a combination of state, 

federal, local, and private-sector investments that 
Virginia has accelerated over the past four years.

“Broadband access impacts every facet of our daily 
lives, from education to business to health care,” said 
Northam. “It’s a necessity for navigating today’s dig-
ital world, and this new funding will close Virginia’s 
digital divide with universal broadband by 2024.”

Virginia will allocate more than $722 million to 
provide universal broadband infrastructure in 70 
localities, which will close 90 percent of Virginia’s 
digital divide. The funding—from the Virginia Tele-
communication Initiative (VATI) and the federal 
American Rescue Plan Act—will support 35 projects, 
connecting more than 278,000 households, business-
es, and community anchor institutions to high-speed 
internet, and leverages more than $1 billion in private 
and local investments, pushing the total broadband 
investment in Virginia above $2 billion over the past 
four years.

“Virginia and the VATI program continue to be the 
national model for closing the digital divide and to-

day’s announcement cements our success,” said Sec-
retary of Commerce and Trade Brian Ball. “This round 
of grants will connect more than 278,550 households/
businesses to high-speed internet, ensuring more 
communities across the Commonwealth have access 
to the necessities of modern life.”

The Department of Housing and Community De-
velopment administers the VATI program, which pro-
vides targeted financial assistance 
to extend broadband service to 
areas that are currently unserved 
by a provider. Projects were select-
ed through a competitive process 
that evaluated each project for 
demonstrated need and benefit for 
the community, applicant readi-
ness and capacity, and the cost and 
leverage of the proposed project. 
The level of funding awarded is 
based on the infrastructure needs 
in the project area.

In this application year, VATI 
received 57 applications from 84 
localities that partnered with 25 
internet service providers, requesting more than $943 
million in funding. 

The awards went to dozens of localities including 
Loudoun County and All Points Broadband. The proj-
ect will build fiber broadband to 8,629 unserved lo-

cations, and achieve universal coverage in Loudoun 
County. 

Loudoun and All Points Broadband will receive 
$17,524,000 – leveraging $42,376,126 to build fiber 
broadband to various locations. 

In a press release announcing the awards, Del. Dave 
LaRock (R-33) said, “My thanks go to the Loudoun, 
Clarke and Frederick County Boards of Supervisors, 

All Points Broadband, Dominion 
Energy, and the Northern Virginia, 
Northern Shenandoah Valley, and 
Rappahannock Electric Cooperatives 
for working together with VATI staff 
to bring this necessary service to our 
communities.”

“I look forward to working with all 
my constituents and the stakehold-
ers in this project to finally bring this 
long-standing effort to a successful 
resolution in the coming months.”

He added, “The last 18 months 
have taken this need to a whole new 
level, as so many people have tran-
sitioned to working and schooling 

at home. Fortunately, this increased need, as well as 
legislative efforts I and others worked on, has brought 
us to the point where Virginia was ready to bring pub-
lic and private investment to solve this complicated 
problem for the foreseeable future.”

GOVERNMENT

“It’s a necessity for 
navigating today’s 
digital world, and 
this new funding 
will close Virginia’s 
digital divide with 
universal broadband 
by 2024.”

— Gov. Ralph 
Northan 
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22 West Market Street

Leesburg,VA, 20176

Oice: 703.443.1757

www.huntcountrysir.com

Sotheby’s
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Hunt
Country

Lisahompson, Realtor, Licensed in Virginia

571.207.6580 Cell | 703.443.1757 Oice

Lisa.hompson@HCSIR.com | LisahompsonProperties.com

Each Ofice Is Individually Owned And Operated.

41236 Tyndale Court

SOLD

Represented Buyer

$2,000,000

19631 Greenham Drive

SOLD

19631GreenhamDr.com

$1,962,500

17285 Count Turf Place

SOLD

17285CountTurfPl.com

$1,899,999

40471 Grenata Preserve Place

SOLD

Under Contract in 7 Days

$1,825,000

40780 Grenata Preserve Place

SOLD

Under Contract in 1 Day

$1,800,000

16930 Determine Court

SOLD

16930DetermineCt.com

$1,625,000

41037 Alysheba Drive

SOLD

41037AlyshebaDr.com

$1,449,000

898 Fodderstack Road

SOLD

898FodderstackRd.com

$1,408,479

40927 Spectacular Bid Place

SOLD

40927SpectacularBidPl.com

$1,310,000

16364 Limestone Court

SOLD

Represented Buyer

$1,230,000

18688 Riverlook Court

SOLD

18688Riverlook.com

$3,500,000

16730 Whirlaway Court

SOLD

16730WhirlawayCt.com

$2,300,000

17050 Silver Charm Place

SOLD

17050SilverCharmPl.com

$2,200,000

16778 Bold Venture

SOLD

New Construction

$2,004,204

5522 Cedar Creek Grade

240 ACRES

5522CedarCreekGrade.com

$2,999,999

439 Haupt Square SE

SOLD

439HauptSqSE.com

$799,950

1404 Balderston Court SE

SOLD

1404BalderstonCt.com

$1,200,000

41621 Swiftwater Drive

SOLD

41621SwiftwaterDr.com

$1,165,000

18929 Skyield Ridge Place

SOLD

Represented Buyer

$1,020,430

911 Stoneield Sq NE

SOLD

911StoneieldSqNE.com

$582,000

21895 Hawksbury Terrace

SOLD

21895HawksburyTerrace.com

$605,000

16337 Limestone Court

SOLD

16337LimestoneCt.com

$1,349,000

19075 Foxgreen Circle

SOLD

19075FoxgreenCircle.com

$1,080,000

816 Savile Row Terrace

SOLD

816SavileRowTerrace.com

$498,000

104 Whistler Court

SOLD

Represented Buyer

$420,000

16099 Waterford Creek Circle

3.07-ACRE LOT WITH WELL

$499,999

17163 Silver Charm Place

COMING SOON

$2,999,999

Lincoln Road, Purcellville

35.24 ACRE LOT

$599,999

Wishing You A

Lincolnrdland.com
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Loudoun County is assuming responsi-
bility for assessing, billing and collecting 
personal property and real estate taxes in 
the Towns of Purcellville and Hamilton 
effective Jan. 1.

 Residents and businesses in Purcell-
ville and Hamilton will receive combined 

semi-annual bills 
that include all coun-
ty-administered tax-

es as separate line items. Each line item 
will show the respective county or town 
tax rate and amount. Taxpayers will remit 
a single payment for the total amount of 
taxes to the County of Loudoun. The new 
process will apply to the first half tax bill 

due May 5.
The Treasurer’s Office will process the 

tax payments and transmit the appropri-
ate amount to the Towns of Purcellville 
and Hamilton. The Treasurer’s Office will 
also undertake any collection efforts for 
all accounts which may become delin-
quent after the Jan. 1, effective date. 

Purcellville and Hamilton will contin-
ue with delinquent collection efforts for 
all taxes due for 2021 and prior years.

This process change is part of an over-
all effort to centralize the tax system of 
the county and the towns to improve ef-
ficiency, economy and customer service 
to taxpayers. 

The first phase of this initiative began 
in 2019 with the county assuming re-
sponsibility for real estate taxes in the 
Towns of Hillsboro, Leesburg, Lovetts-
ville, Middleburg and Round Hill. 

In 2020, the county assumed responsi-
bility for personal property taxes in the 
Towns of Leesburg and Round Hill and 
business tangible personal property tax-
es in the Towns of Leesburg, Middleburg 
and Round Hill. 

More information about tax-
es in Loudoun County may be found 
at loudoun.gov/taxes, or by calling 703-
777-0280 or emailing taxes@loudoun.
gov.

The Loudoun County Water and 
Wastewater Program will begin ac-
cepting applications for county as-
sistance with community water and 
wastewater projects starting Jan. 1.

The Water and Wastewater Pro-
gram is designed to support Loudoun 

County communi-
ties experiencing 
issues with defi-

cient or non-existent water and, or 
wastewater systems with funding 
and other resources. Properly func-
tioning water and wastewater sys-
tems help to assure a cleaner and 
healthier community.

Communities that need assistance 
are encouraged to learn more about 
the program at loudoun.gov/water-
projects. Applications will be accept-
ed from Jan. 1 through March 31.  

Additional information can be 
found at loudoun.gov/waterproj-
ects, or by contacting Loudoun Coun-
ty Environmental Program Special-
ist Scott Fincham at 703-771-5520, 
or Scott.Fincham@loudoun.gov.

Round Hill and business tangible 
personal property taxes in the Towns 
of Leesburg, Middleburg and Round 
Hill. 

More information about taxes 
in Loudoun County may be found 
at loudoun.gov/taxes, or by calling 
703-777-0280 or emailing taxes@
loudoun.gov.

County will assume real estate and personal property 
tax billing – for Purcellville and Hamilton 

Stay informed.
www.BlueRidgeLeader.com

Tuition assistance for National Guard

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

In his ‘Thank You, Virginia’ Tour, 
Gov. Ralph Northam is proposing 
investing an additional $1 million a 
year to support tuition assistance for 
Virginia National Guard.

“Our National Guard members 
make difficult sacrifices to protect 
our nation and the Commonwealth,” 

said Northam. “This 
investment aims 
to reward Virginia 

Soldiers and Airmen and encourage 
more people to join the program. This 
is a way to say thank you.”

Between 400 and 500 members of 
the Virginia National Guard apply to 
its Assistance Program each year.

“We are excited to be able to offer 
more members of the Virginia Nation-
al Guard assistance to pursue higher 
education,” said Acting Secretary of 
Veterans and Defense Affairs Kath-
leen Jabs. “Guard members have been 
at the forefront of response to natural 
disasters, testing for COVID-19 early 

on in the pandemic, and answering 
the call during times of civil unrest 
in addition to deploying overseas 
for Department of Defense missions. 
This is a way for Virginia to show ap-
preciation.”

Northam proposes to change the 
program from an up-front direct 
award, issued before class begins, to 
a reimbursement model, issued after 
a Guard member completes a class. 
This is considered a best practice and 
is expected to increase the overall 
individual tuition assistance Guard 
members receive. It will also elimi-
nate the requirement of the Depart-
ment of Military Affairs to recollect 
funds from those who do not com-
plete eligibility requirements.

“This initiative is a tremendous 
step in providing a key benefit to our 
troops and ensuring that we remain 
competitive in attracting talented 
men and women,” said Major General 
Timothy Williams, The Adjutant Gen-

eral of the Virginia National Guard.
The Virginia National Guard Tu-

ition Assistance Program has re-
mained at its current funding levels 
since 2008, as tuition costs have risen 
at colleges and universities. With this 
proposed increase, the program will 
be able to provide approximately $4 
million dollars to those who qualify.

The proposal is in conjunction with 
the departure ceremony for the 1st 
Battalion, 1-111th Field Artillery Reg-
iment at the Harrison Opera House in 
Norfolk. Approximately 300 soldiers 
are being deployed to the Middle East 
from units based in Norfolk, Hamp-
ton, and Hanover. About two weeks 
ago, more than 1,000 members of the 
National Guard from Virginian and 
Kentucky deployed from Bedford to 
the horn of Africa.

More Virginia National Guard 
members are now deployed than at 
any moment since the surge of 2007.

Community 
water and 
wastewater 
project 
assistance 
offered
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 Remembring Kathleen 
“Casey” Marie DeSouza

198 N 21st Street, Purcellville, VA
magnoliasmill.com  |  540-338-9800 

Join us for a romantic farm-to-fork dining
experience in the heart of DC'S Wine Country.

CELEBRATE

NAMED LOUDOUN'S DESTINATION BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2021

• Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
• Exterior Wood Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Honest and Dependable Mechanics
• Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing Siding and Decks
• Deck Staining and Sealing
• Drywall Repair
• Every Job Owner-Supervised
• Licensed and Insured
• FREE Estimates

Start the New Year 
with new paint!

We are committed to 
providing you with the 
best work and customer 
service available.

Kathleen “Casey” Marie DeSouza 
was born in a military hospital at Fr. 
Belvoir in Virginia on June 2, 1961, 
to her parents Charles and Anne 
O’Donnell. Casey was the tenth child 
of eleven for the O’Donnell couple.  
She left us to be with our Lord on Jan. 
3, 2021, six months shy of her sixti-
eth birthday.

Casey was born into a Catholic and 
military family. Her father Charles 
O’Donnell proudly served our mili-
tary, until he retired as a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the late 1970’s. He worked 
at the Pentagon, and was buried at 
Arlington Cemetery on Dec. 27, 1983.  

Casey’s mother, Anne, manned the 
troops at home, caring for her eleven 
children and was a major provider 
from the home. Charles served the 
military in numerous ways, Casey 
fondly reminisced about the family’s 
five years in Germany. She had the 
opportunity to learn German when 
she was there, from the time she was 
five until her return at age eleven. 
The family moved back to the Vir-
ginia area where Casey finished out 
middle and high school.

With the encouragement of her 
father, Casey went straight to work. 
She excelled at shorthand, was a 
skilled accountant, and had a knack 
for premier organization. She suc-
ceeded at every job she took. 

She had originally met her future 
husband, Nelson, as a neighbor in 
Vienna, Virginia. Many years later 
they meet again, and a new relation-
ship began.

Nelson and Casey married on Jan. 
30, 1985. They were blessed with two 
daughters, Anna (Want) and Kath-
leen (Henley). Nelson and Casey 
were partners in every sense of the 
word. They went on to create and 
run three businesses: DeSouza Con-
struction, Nelka LLC, and Casanel 
Vineyards and Winery in Leesburg,-
VA.  

Much of the success of these busi-
nesses, Nelson lays at Casey’s feet. 
Casey had a way to make all those 
whom she interacted with feel spe-

cial and respected.  All her former 
employees speak highly of how she 
was there for them in more ways 
than any standard employer. 

She was their teacher, teaching 
many of their construction em-
ployees English. She often helped 
employees’ pregnant wives secure 
doctor’s appointments and more. 
She listened to them, and she was 
always ready with a hug. She had a 
smile that “lit up the room” and was 
a shining light to all the people she 
touched.

Casey is survived by her husband 
of 36 years, Nelson DeSouza and 
their daughters Anna and Katie, 
their husbands, and her grandchil-
dren. She is survived by her siblings 
Peter O’Donnell, Margaret Appel, 
John O’Donnell, Stephen O’Donnell, 
Mary Herring, Joseph O’Donnell, 
and Anne Tyrpak. Casey was preced-
ed in death by her parents, Charles 
and Anne, as well as by her siblings 
Charles O’Donnell, Michael O’Don-
nell and Patricia Jarosz.

Casey is sorely missed and will 
continue to be, especially during the 
Christmas season – which was her 
favorite time of year.  

We hope, in her memory, to always 
make this a special time for those 
nearest and dearest to us, and for the 
strangers we can touch with a simple 
smile. 

Thank you, Casey, for all you did, 
your love will always remain in the 
lives of those you touched.

Follow local news and information online  
at www.blueridgeleader.com
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Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

support local businesses
PURCELLVILLE 

CLEANERS
Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL  
DRY CLEANING 

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS – ALL KINDS

WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS

HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 • MON-FRI 7-7, SAT 8-6
SHOP 'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.

609-C EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE

Same Day 
Service

Welcome

2022

 

May your

New Year be

blessed...
 

& filled with

CHOCOLATE!
www.thechocolatepalette.org

Sipping Chocolates
 

Italian Coffee
 

Ebelskivers
 

Decadent Desserts

HOURS

Sun: 1p-8p

Mon to Sat: 10a-8p

“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

Start your 
New Year with a 

MELT Burger!

“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln 
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling   
540-287-1970 any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 12-31-21

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

Exp. 1/31/22

Advertise your local 
business here.

Contact us to advertise.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Imagine your 
local business 
in this spot.

Contact us to advertise.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

131 N 21st St, Purcellville    (540) 338-7131

JANUARY
$999

Any 

sandwich
with the 
soup of 
the day
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Cow 

Shares
Eggs 

Chicken & Duck 
$3 dozen

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets 
Springdale Village Inn and Farm

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Cow Shares  
540-454-6403

FARM

BRRRR...
IT’S COLD

OUT THERE

Sale ends 1/23/22

support local businesses

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice
 

 

 

  

 
 

Real estate law   |   wills   |   mediation 

Briel 
PC  

attorneys 
Serving VA & WV 

Now Open: Purcellville 
540-441-3875 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Real estate law   |   wills   |   mediation 

Briel 
PC  

attorneys 
Serving VA & WV 

Now Open: Purcellville 
540-441-3875 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Real estate law   |   wills   |   mediation 

Briel 
PC  

attorneys 
Serving VA & WV 

Now Open: Purcellville 
540-441-3875 

 

 Open
 at 7 a.m

.Coffee
 Window

Open Daily 7am
-6p

m

341 East Colonial Highway, Hamilton, VA
540-338-7080 • HamiltonMercantile.com

H
A
M
IL

TO
N MERCAN

T
ILE

You dream it, 
we’ll build it.

 ✦ New homes
 ✦ Additions
 ✦ Decks and porches
 ✦ Remodeled kitchens and baths
 ✦ Replacement windows
 ✦ Vinyl & hard siding

35072 Newlin Court, Middleburg

571-283-4919
InnovativeRealtyContracting.com 

Class A Licensed & Insured
INNOVATIVE REALTY SOLUTIONS

INNOVATIVE REALTY CONTRACTING

Veteran 
owned with 
30 years of 
construction 
remodeling 
experience
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BY ANDREA GAINES

Who knew that something as 
common as every day hot choco-
late had such a fascinating history.

Learning about its history, and 
savoring it with that history in 
mind can turn an ordinary winter 
day into a trip back through time 
to when chocolate itself was first 
“discovered.”

The powdered drink mixtures we 
are familiar with today bear little 
resemblance to the original drink 
known as hot chocolate.

But, with a little bit of knowledge 
and fact-finding you and yours 
can turn a simple hot chocolate 
taste-testing into a spectacular 
cold weather day event – and a his-
tory lesson to boot.

The Mayan’s started it, and everyone 
improvised

Hot chocolate’s history started in 
Mexico as early as 500 BC with the 
Mayan people. The original drink 
was made using ground cocoa 
seeds mixed with water, cornmeal, 
chili peppers and other ingredients.

It was first enjoyed as a cold bev-
erage. 
But, by the 1500’s the beverage 
had made its way to Europe as 
Cortez brought cocoa beans and 
chocolate-making tools to the 
continent. Originally the drink was 
quite bitter, but, as it began to be 
introduced in Spain, it tended to be 
served hot with sweeteners added 
and the peppers removed. 
Chocolate Houses, as they were 
known, started popping up in Lon-
don in the 1700’s.  Countries have 
their own specialty hot chocolates 
today.  Here in the United States, 
it is thin and milky. In Spain it’s a 
think beverage known as chocolate 
a la taza, in Latin America it’s quite 
spicy and known as chocolate para 
mesa, and in Italy, a thin drink 
called cioccolata calda.

It was not until much later that 
chocolate itself began to be eaten 
in solid form.

Old fashion hot chocolate con-
sists of unsweetened chocolate, 
either whole milk, cream, almond 
milk, or coconut milk, sugar and 
vanilla topped with marshmallows, 
or whipped cream.  Mexican hot 
chocolate, or chocolate caliente 

Sip like a Mayan – it’s hot chocolate time
build new memories.”

• The Conche, located at 1605 
Village Market Boulevard S.E., 
Leesburg in the Village at 
Leesburg, serves five different 
flavors of hot chocolate: peanut 
butter, salted caramel, milk, 
dark, or white hot chocolate. 
All of this can be topped with 
roasted marshmallows. Yum!

• The Chocolate Palette, is 
located at 141 W. Main Street 
in Purcellville and is one of 
the gems of western Loudoun. 
From sipping chocolates to 
Danish pancakes (aebelskivers) 
to desserts, it is not to be 
missed. Some of varieties they 
offer include: Aztec life, Italian 
Job, Milky Way, Classic, and 
Salted Caramel.

There’s more to hot chocolate than meets 
the eye

We received these very insightful 
comments from the owner of The 
Chocolate Palette in Purcellville.

“Yes, this is the perfect time of year 
for hot chocolate, especially January in 
Virginia as it tends to begin snowing.

“I would encourage anyone who 
wants to make their own hot choco-
lates at home to use quality ingredi-
ents, especially the chocolate – chips 
or wafers, cacao powder, sugar and 
milk or heavy cream (or any dairy al-
ternative).

“Keep in mind, the use of milk alter-
natives will determine the viscosity of 
the hot chocolate.  Cashew milk is my 
favorite as it is nice a fatty, and creamy, 
and seems to adopt the flavor with 
which it is mixed.

“One may always adjust por-
tions of cacao powder and choco-
late wafers for added richness or 
mildness.   Flavors may be added 
to hot chocolates as well to keep 
things interesting such as eggnog, 
whipped cream, candy cane stir 
sticks, and pure vanilla extract. 
“Some folks even dare to add a 
shot of espresso or whiskey to 
liven things up.  Last tip – always 
drink it fresh and hot … and sip-
ping in front of a nice crackling 
fireplace is an added bonus.”

Could not resist – spicy pecans

Here’s a fun idea to make your 
hot chocolate adventure a little 
more satisfying: add a snack of 
spicy pecans. 
Ingredients for spicy pecans in-
clude pecan halves, 1 egg white, 
1 teaspoon water, 1 cup sugar, 1 
teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon cinna-
mon, 1 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
(optional), 1 teaspoon red pepper 
flakes (optional). 
Directions: preheated oven to 250 
degrees.  Combine dry ingredients 
and set aside. In a large bowl, 
combine egg white and water and 
beat until frothy. Dump in the pe-
cans and mix until all pecans are 
wet. Dump dry ingredients mix-
ture onto pecans and mix until 
pecans are coated. Grease cookie 
sheet (with edges) and dump in 
the pecans, spreading them out 
evenly. Bake one hour, watching 
for burning and mixing pecans 
every 15 minutes. Spread out onto 
a flat surface to cool. Enjoy with 
your hot chocolate.

consists of ground cocoa seeds and 
similar ingredients with the addition of 
the chili peppers. A grainier chocolate 
known as chocolate de mesa is often 
used, along with cinnamon.

Viennese hot chocolate often takes 
the place of coffee in German cafes. 
This beverage features an egg yolk and 
semisweet chocolate with a high cocoa 
content which gives the drink it’s thick 
consistency and strong taste. 
Classic Dutch hot chocolate, or Warme 
Chocolademelk is made with dark 
chocolate chips and Dutch-processed 
cocoa, a generous dollop of whipped 
cream dusted with more cocoa powder, 
and cinnamon.  Whole milk is used and 
vanilla or almond extracts, rather than 
sugar to flavor the whipped cream.

Where to go for outstanding hot chocolate

After hearing all of these fun facts 
about hot chocolate, you may be tempt-
ed to go online and research some hot 
chocolate recipes of your own.  Making 
an authentic hot chocolate concoction is 
a great family activity, following a walk 
in the snow, a hike, some skiing or sled-
ding, or just to accompany you to a seat 
by the fire.

Hot chocolate is a very popular winter 
beverage, for sure, and also wonderful 
for crisp or rainy spring days.

Three sources we like include are:
•  Dolce and Ciabatta Bakery 

in Leesburg is located at 9H 
Catoctin Circle S.W., Leesburg 
– The Shoppes at Kings Corner.  
They serve a delicious hot 
chocolate … as good as their 
outstanding pastries, cakes, 
cookies, bread, and coffee. Said 
manager Tatiana McKenzie, 
“A cozy cup of Hot Chocolate 
is a comforting drink that 
goes straight to the heart! It is 
amazingly prepared with sinful 
dark chocolate, and steamed 
milk. It has a rich, real chocolate 
taste that you remember from 
your childhood. Optionally 
finished with comforting 
whipping cream on top, along 
with satisfying drizzle of 
chocolate. It may taste like 
nostalgia, and is a perfect time to 
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Ashburn’s Chris Moorhouse and his 
family received a free roof right before 
Christmas, from DryHome Roofing 
and Siding. The new roof replaced the 
home’s 25-year-old original roof. Moor-

house, who has strug-
gled with cancer, was 
nominated by his 

wife for DryHome’s 19th annual Free 
Roof for the Holidays program.

“Allison wanted to do something spe-
cial for Chris and her family. They have 
faced a number of hardships related 
to Chris’ health while trying to raise 
four children,” explained Steve Gots-
chi, CEO, DryHome. “I am happy that 
we can lessen some of their worries. 
We wish the Moorhouse family a safe, 
healthy, and happy holiday under their 
new roof.”

Throughout November, Ster-
ling-based DryHome accepted nomi-
nations from customers and the com-
munity to identify a Northern Virginia 
individual, family, or nonprofit in need. 

DryHome selected Moorhouse as 
the recipient based on his needs, the 
condition of the roof and the heartfelt 
nomination from his wife.

In her entry nomination, Allison 
Moorhouse wrote:  “I would like to 
nominate my husband for the Free Roof 
for the Holidays giveaway. It has a been 
quite a challenging life thus far, but he 
survived, and we are forever grateful. 
I would love to be able to provide him 
with a new roof, so that it’s one less 
expense that he needs to worry about. 
He works so hard for our family, and to 
pay the bills.”

Chris and Allison Moorhouse met in 
college as members of Virginia Tech’s 
marching band. After college, they 
purchased a condo and were married in 
2004 and had their first two children in 
the years following. 

Unfortunately, the Great Recession 
brought financial difficulties, and by 
2010, they could no longer afford to 
keep their condo.  After getting back 

on their feet, they had a third child in 
2013, and a fourth in 2015.  

However, it was on their anniversary 
in 2015 that Chris was rushed to the 
emergency room after experiencing 
back pain, where he was diagnosed 
with acute lymphocytic leukemia. He 
spent a month in the hospital receiving 
chemotherapy. 

Two months later, on the day after 
the birth of their fourth child, Chris fell 
ill and was hospitalized again, one of 
several hospitalizations to come during 
the next year of grueling chemo treat-
ments, which kept him unable to work. 
After he recovered and returned to 
work, they were able to purchase their 
current townhouse in 2016.

DryHome Roofing and Siding has 
been serving Northern Virginia for over 
30 years and is committed to making a 
difference in the community. The “Free 
Roof for the Holidays” program enables 
the company to thank its customers 
and the community by helping those 

who are struggling, to have a safe roof 
over their heads.  Since the program’s 
inception, the company has donated 20 
roofs valued at nearly $200,000.

Over the years, DryHome has award-
ed roofs to people and nonprofits 
across the region with a variety of 
needs. 

Michelle Robinson, a Navy veteran, 
and founder of a nonprofit providing 
animal therapy to people with special 
needs and disabilities, won last year 
after being nominated by a colleague. 

Other past recipients include a be-
loved piano teacher, a Stafford mother 
of three who lost her husband, a Vienna 
mother who was struggling following 
a difficult divorce, a Leesburg widow 
and mother of two young children, Cor-
nerstones; an advocate for the home-
less; Doorways for Women and Fami-
lies’ Safehouse,  a Loudoun school bus 
driver, Good Shepherd Alliance, Falls 
Church Cub Scout House, and Gabriel 
Homes.

BY ANDREA GAINES

I surveyed friends and family over the 
holidays to ask them if they were mak-
ing any New Year’s resolutions for 2022.

It has been a rather tough time for 
all of us, recently, but I got lots of very 
hopeful comments in response to this 

question: “Are you 
making New Year’s 
resolutions this year? 

If you have made them in the past, have 
you been able to keep them?”

I have always felt it was my respon-
sibility to make New Year’s resolutions, 
and to keep them.

Truth is, though, I beat myself up to 
make them, but keep almost none of 
them.

The lesson, for me has been to see 
resolutions as a way to make progress 
towards a goal, as opposed to solving a 
big problem.

Enter Debbie Downer
I actually got some very surprising 

answers when I asked friends and family 
about their own New Year’s resolutions 
history.

Some people, I know avoid them like 

the plague.  
One person though, a family member 

with a very sunny and upbeat view of 
life in general, said she was resolving 
to ease out of her life the people and 
circumstances she described as “Debbie 
Downers.”  I’ll do it with love, she ex-
plained.  But she was “sick of it … Sick of 
the negativity.”  No more Debbie Down-
ers for her.

“I want to have as positive a 2022 as 
possible.  My goal is to get rid of the 
depressing Debbie Downer people.” But, 
she cautioned, in a kind and sweet way 
true to her nature, “None of my family 
members are on that Debbie Downer 
list!”

Listening to her comment I realized 
that I had been doing that, in a nice 
way, all year long.   So, goodbye Debbie 
Downer, love you still, but goodbye.

The anti-resolvers, and a little history
Several people replied to my question 

about New Year’s resolutions with a 
simple “I don’t make New Year’s Reso-
lutions” message.  I get it.  

I also got messages of hope: less  

DryHome Roofing awards  
free roof to Ashburn family

Goodbye Debbie Downer 
Hello New Year

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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sugar and more yoga, for example. Or, lose 
some weight, finally.  

One New Year’s resolutions researcher sug-
gests that the history of the concept dates back 
about 4,000 years to Babylonian times.

That culture celebrated something called 
Akitu, a 12-day New Year’s event.  During this 
festival the Babylonians would plant crops, 
crown a new king or pledge their loyalty to the 
reigning one, and make promises to the gods 
to pay their debts and return any borrowed 
items.  

The belief was that if they kept their word 
they would be rewarded by the gods in the 
coming year. Break your promise, and the gods 
would not look favorably on you.  An 1800’s 
Boston newspaper is thought to have coined 
the phrase “New Year’s Resolution.” But who 
knows.

The most common New Year’s resolutions 
today include to eat a more healthy diet, to 
lose weight, to pay down one’s debts, to get 
a new job, to watch less TV, to exercise more, 
and to spend more time with family and 
friends. The usual suspects.

I am very intrigued with the goodbye Debbie 
Downer idea. Let Debbie be Debbie, but, don’t 
follow her down the rabbit hole.  Cultivate pos-
itivity in this new year to come.

“We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal”
NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING • METAL • COPPER

SHINGLES • SLATE • RUBBER • GUTTER

540-687-6747
www.virginiaproroofing.com

knocked the wind out of us all …” 
he writes. Yet it seems fitting that 
Barhydt returned home after many 
years away—he is still searching for 
a piece of his identity that has elud-
ed him for so long. Specifically, he is 
looking for his biological mother.

“I needed to know my real name,” 
Barhydt writes.

Barhydt’s search was far from easy. 
Obstacles abounded as he attempted 
to extract information from Catholic 
Services about his biological mother. 
What sustains him during his search 
is a desire to know his birth mother. 
Barhydt wrote a letter to his mother, 
starting with the simple words, “My 
name is Kevin. I am writing with the 
hope that we might know each oth-
er.”

Regardless of the reason for giving 
a child up for adoption, it seems un-
avoidable that the child is left with 
a sense of rejection. This rejection is 
present throughout Barhydt’s sto-
ry, but this is just one of many scars 
that Barhydt carries. He is a survivor 
of child sexual abuse. He spent time 
in the foster care system. His strug-
gles with addiction began at an early 
age and continued into adulthood. 
He writes about his obsession with 

stealing and his addiction to drugs 
and alcohol.

When he was 17 years old, Barhy-
dt joined the Navy and got married 
shortly afterward at 18 years old. 
Barhydt’s turbulent and abusive re-
lationship with his first wife, Nessie, 
comes to an end (which he writes 
about in unflinching detail). Barhy-
dt’s military career came to an end, 
too, when he was discharged for 
“burden to command due to sub-
standard performance or inability to 
adapt to military service.”

Barhydt continues struggling to 
find his way. He serves time in jail, 
sinks deeper into addiction, and los-
es more and more of himself to the 
pain. Some of the passages are grue-
some as he describes the symptoms 
of his addictive drug use. Yet just 
when it feels hopeless, Barhydt pulls 
himself out of the abyss. The story 
takes a triumphant turn: Barhydt 
overcomes the addiction that once 
controlled him.  

His feelings toward his biological 
mother are understandably com-
plicated. “She had abandoned me. 
Nothing could ever change that fact. 
I would always be a living reminder 
of what was left behind,” he writes. 
It is a heavy burden to carry. But 

his love for his mother is also indis-
putable. “I miss her, and I know she 
missed me, still misses me,” he tells 
his half-brother in the book’s waning 
chapters.

Barhydt does eventually meet his 
half siblings, and gains far more 
than he ever could have imagined. 
Does Barhydt ever meet his mother? 
You’ll have to read the book to find 
out. 

As for his given name, the title of 
this book reveals it all. In a letter to 
Barhydt’s adoptive mother, Barhy-
dt’s biological mother reveals that 
she had named him Stephen Mi-
chael. “As you see I’ve named your 
child after St. Stephen, to give him 
courage, and St. Michael, to protect 
him.” Considering how the author’s 
story unfolded, it seems to me that 
she could not have picked a more fit-
ting name for her son. 

Samuel Moore-Sobel is the author of 
Can You See My Scars? His book is 
available on Amazon. To read more 
of his work, visit www.samuelmoore-
sobel.com Kevin Barhydt is the author 
of Dear Stephen Michael’s Mother. 
His book is available on Amazon. To 
read more of his work, visit https://
www.kevinbarhydt.com/. 

MOORE-SOBEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

GOOD BYE DEBBIE DOWNER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

From Mountains to Parking to Cluster 
Subdivisions

ZOC’s seen a number of sections 
that Staff has drafted, like as Parking, 
Overlay Districts such as one to protect 
mountainsides, Development Stan-
dards (e.g., lighting, parking controls,) 

and Signage. Special 
attention was paid 
to short-term rentals 

and whole-house rentals.
Because most of Loudoun’s undevel-

oped land is in the western area, and 
especially because growth and commer-
cialization threaten rural Loudoun, ZOC 
has spent an immense amount of time 
discussing a number of issues, and es-
pecially clusters. A lot is at stake: Will 
mountainsides remain as undeveloped 
forests that are the backdrops for many 
of our scenic views? Will sprawl and 
growth erase farms? Simply, will west-
ern Loudoun stay as nice as it is?

Final Approval Late in 2022

When Staff presents its complete zon-
ing rewrite, a ninety-day review starts, 
with comments from ZOC and the pub-
lic. After any revisions, the proposed 
zoning ordinance goes to the Planning 
Commission and finally to the Board of 
Supervisors planned by the end of next 
year.

Have you followed the dates? Start in 
2016, finish in 2022. Hmmm.

Input and Influence

Consider the number of people and 
groups who have been involved and 
that timeline is more understandable. 
Varied input is a good thing but is time 
consuming:  When ZOC sees the new 
text produced by Staff, eighteen mem-
bers opine at our twice-monthly meet-
ings, while the public can submit writ-
ten comments. The most visibly active 
groups are rural preservationists, con-
servation easement donors, farmers, 
owners of developable land and brew-
eries. 

Business interests seem to be busy 
behind the scenes, meeting with poli-
ticians and with senior County people. 
They have strong governmental allies: 
The Department of Economic Develop-
ment, the Rural Economic Development 
Council, and Visit Loudoun. Has any-
one ever listened to western Loudoun 
citizens to see just how much “eco-
nomic development” they really want? 
That question must be asked. After all, 
Loudoun belongs to its residents, not 
business.

Charles Houston developed more than 
six million square feet of office buildings 
throughout the South for an Atlanta-
based firm. He lives in Paeonian Springs.

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

OPINION
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Round Hill

C & brothers
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Inova Loudoun Hospital’s first baby of the year came into 
the world  – a girl – at 2:36 a.m. on January first.  Another 
girl followed her just hours later at 4:39 a.m., and a baby 
boy at 7:14, a.m.

Inova Loudoun Hospital provided us with this precious 
information about the first babies born there in 2022.

Inova is also offering health screening services as we 
start the new year.

For further information call the Mobile Health hotline 
at 703-858-8818 or visit www.inova.org/mobilehealth

Free Blood Pressure Screenings:

Tuesday, Jan. 4, 9 a.m. to noon
Dulles South Multipurpose Center
24950 Riding Center Dr., South Riding

Precious, precious, precious
Wednesday, Jan. 5, 10 a.m. to noon
Leesburg Senior Center
102 North St. North West, Leesburg

Tuesday, Jan. 11, 9 a.m. to noon
Cascades Senior Center
21060 Whitfield Place, Sterling

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 10 a.m. to noon
WaltonWood
44141 Russell Branch Pkwy., Ashburn

Monday, Jan. 17, 9 a.m. to noon
William Watters House 
22365 Enterprise Street, Sterling
 

Tuesday, Jan. 18, 10 a.m. to noon
Ashburn Senior Center 
20880 Marblehead Dr., Ashburn

Wednesday, Jan. 19, 10 a.m. to noon
Wingler House
30900 Runnymeade Terr., Ashburn

Tuesday, Jan. 25, 9 a.m. to noon
Cascades Senior Center
21060 Whitfield Place, Sterling

Thursday, Jan. 27, 10 a.m. to noon
Carver Center
200 E Willie Palmer Way, Purcellville
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their shade to create a pleasant riding environment.
The path would run alongside the Bush Tabernacle 

and make the most of the natural elevation. The trail 
would flow through the trees to control speed and en-
sure a safe environment. Installation of the bike path 
would be the first phase, followed by construction of a 
covered area with seating for families that come with 
their kids. The area would also include a maintenance 
facility where kids can work on their bikes—fix a flat 
tire or brakes. 

And who would pay for all this? Not you, Purcellville 
taxpayer! 

The bottom line is estimated at $60,000 to $80,000; 
Michelle and her family have raised money through 
Adam’s fund and they’ve developed connections with 
some bicycle industry vendors who see the growing 
need for bike parks like this one across the county.   For 
ongoing park maintenance, local cycling clubs, youth 

clubs, and supporting town members are very likely to 
help out. Purcellville, she points out, is already seen as 
a welcoming environment for cyclists, and, she adds, 
“We’re sure that it will bring revenue to some of the 
restaurants in town as well.”

Anticipating Council members’ concerns, Caudill 
addressed a number of issues, including liability.  “The 
Code of Virginia 291509 provides relief of liability for 
the Town Council so long at the park is a town-owned 
facility and there’s no fee involved.”

Council members were amazed at the extent and 
depth of her planning and budgeting for the park.  

“I’m used to people coming and asking us to do a 
thing and pay for it,” said Council member Joel Grewe. 
“And you’re coming here and saying ‘We would like to 
do something for the community as a whole—oh, and 
by the way, were’ basically paying for it.’”

“The thing I’m interested in is getting out of your 
way,” added Council member Tip Stinnette.

“I know you’re going to do the right due diligence. I 

know you’re going to partner with our staff.
What we can do to help you get you to your June tar-

get? Ideally, it would be a great way to celebrate Adam, 
and so there’s a date associated with that. 

“If we put that at risk because of the normal bureau-
cracy of using taxpayer land, then I’m interested in try-
ing to figure out how we can collaborate and not put 
that at risk…I fully trust that you’re going to do it right 
because of Adam’s legacy,” Stinnette concluded.

“We have received over 140 emails,” noted Mayor 
Kwasi Fraser. “Adam’s memory has really energized this 
community, so with that said, “Is there anyone on this 
dais who thinks this is a bad idea?”

His question was met with a shared laugh.
“Well, that speaks for itself,” Fraser added. “With 

that said, when government comes and tells you that 
you need help from government, you want to run from 
government. Our job is to stay out of your way, so this 
can be done.”’

Thumbs up!

ADAM’S BIKE PARK, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Scrooge was a bad guy for a very long 
time, and he only changed his ways after 
the ghosts helped him to realize and fear 
what would happen if he remained bad.

Similarly, in It’s a Wonderful Life, the 
main character, George Bailey, decid-
ed not to kill himself after Clarence 
the angel showed him what life in his 
town would have been like had George 
had never existed.  Ebenezer Scrooge 
and George Bailey changed when their 
understanding, alongside their strong 
emotions, for their situations altogeth-
er mattered enough to compel them to 
see and do things differently.  

Research has also shown that change 
is a process and not a moment, which is 
an important thing to keep in mind, if 
you’d like to change something about 

yourself for the coming year.  For in-
stance, studies on smoking cessation 
have shown that it takes several at-
tempts to quit smoking – The American 
Cancer Society Council sites 12-14 at-
tempts, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention sites 8 to 11 attempts, 
and a study out of the University of To-
ronto found that it can take as many as 
30 attempts or more to go a full year 
without any cigarettes.

Interestingly, these studies revealed 
that the failed attempts were actually 
part of the quitting process toward pos-
itive change.  For Ebenezer Scrooge and 
George Bailey, change didn’t happen 
all at once – Ebenezer Scrooge had to 
meet all four ghosts to learn about him-
self and his life, and George Bailey too, 
needed Clarence to show him fully how 
life would’ve been without him before 

he understood the true impact of his ac-
tions and next steps. 

Research has also shown that our re-
lationships can be a powerful motivator 
to change; and, Ebenezer Scrooge and 
George Bailey both came to realize that 
for themselves.  In large part, it was their 
care and love for others that led them 
to want to change their ways.  That’s 
why the ghost that mattered most to 
Ebenezer Scrooge was arguably the 
ghost of Christmas present; he realized 
that he had the ability to do something 
about his behaviors in relation to the 
current people in his life, and he rushed 
to the opportunity to do so at the end of 
the story. 

So, whether your New Year’s reso-
lution is to lose weight, get organized, 
exercise more, or quit smoking or drink-
ing, I invite you to first start with cre-

ating a mindset where you appreciate 
– intellectually and emotionally – the 
importance for the change.

For example, if your doctor tells you 
to lose 30 pounds, your motivation to do 
it will likely be higher if you allow your-
self to consider the importance of self-
care for you and your loved ones (e.g., 
being able to spend more active time 
with your spouse or kids, living longer 
because you’re healthier, etc.).

Here’s to a great 2022!   
“There is no separation of mind and 

emotions; emotions, thinking, and 
learning is all linked.” –  Eric Jensen

Michael Oberschneider, “Dr. Mike,” is a 
clinical psychologist in private practice. 
He can be reached at 703-723-2999, and 
is located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 
240, Ashburn.

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

U.S. Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA), a mem-
ber of the Senate Health, Education, La-
bor, and Pensions Committee, has re-in-

troduced his Expand-
ing Medical Education 
Act, legislation to 

tackle the lack of representation of rural 
students, underserved students, and stu-
dents of color in the physician pipeline. 

The bill would provide grants to col-
leges and universities to establish or 
expand medical schools in underserved 
areas or at minority-serving institutions, 
including Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities. 

The legislation would encourage the 
recruitment, enrollment, and retention 
of students from disadvantaged back-
grounds at the medical schools. Virginia 
is home to 5 HBCUs: Hampton Universi-
ty in Hampton, Norfolk State University 

in Norfolk, Virginia State University in 
Petersburg, Virginia Union University 
in Richmond, and Virginia University of 
Lynchburg in Lynchburg. Senator Kaine 
is pushing to include this legislation in 
the Build Back Better bill.

“Even before the pandemic, under-
served, rural, and minority communi-
ties faced too many barriers in accessing 
health care,” said Kaine. “This has only 
been exacerbated by nationwide physi-
cian shortages. 

“One way we can address this issue 
is by diversifying and expanding our 
physician pipeline, as medical students 
of color and those from rural areas are 
more likely to practice in the communi-
ties they’re from. I’m proud to re-intro-
duce this important legislation to help 
us get one step closer to ensuring com-
munities across Virginia and the nation 

have access to the medical professionals 
they need.”

 “The Expanding Medical Education 
Act is of significant importance as we 
find solutions to health disparities in the 
medical profession and in our under-
served communities. 

“Virginia Union University is commit-
ted to developing academic programs 
to train future physicians and health 
professionals who identify with the ail-
ments that affect communities of color. 
This legislation would provide the finan-
cial resources to increase our programs 
and opportunities for better healthcare 
in our community,” said Dr. Hakim J. Lu-
cas, President of Virginia Union Univer-
sity.

“The ongoing pandemic continues 
to show us that we must create new 
professional medical opportunities for 

students to become physicians in un-
derserved areas and at our Historical-
ly Black Colleges and Universities and 
other minority serving institutions.  We 
have been pleased to work with Senator 
Kaine and his colleagues on this import-
ant initiative to help increase the num-
ber of medical doctors who are eager to 
serve in our communities,” said Dr. Ma-
kola M. Abdullah, President of Virginia 
State University.

“COVID-19 has shined a bright light 
on the health disparities that continue 
to persist in America’s communities of 
color.  Norfolk State University’s medical 
and health programs, such as Nursing, 
Allied Health, and DNIMAS, have a rich 
history of contributing to the advance-
ment of healthcare in communities of 
color, in Hampton Roads, across the 

Kaine re-introduces expanding Medical Education Act

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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A1 LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES, LLC
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Reyes Henriquez  
571-490-1879  

A1Chilly@aol.com

Patios
Pavers
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571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 
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Lisa Jalufka, Realtor
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703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
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Ashburn, VA 20147
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Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

P A T I O S  A N D  D E C K S

Contractor/DC License
VA-HIC #270516963

CRISTIAN ARIAS  
240-413-5827    240-413-5673

Candbrothers@gmail.com
www.CandBrothers.com

Round Hill

C & brothers
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
(O) 540-338-1350
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com
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son’s football success, and they said, “We are just unbe-
lievably proud of what he has been able to accomplish. 
He has been a hard worker since before he was even in 
high school; his motivation, drive, and ability to just 
keep working is amazing.

“He overcame injury in his sophomore year, and had 
a COVID year off; in spite of that he came back better, 
stronger, and faster.

“His leadership on the field led to him being one of 
their captains, and his hard work led to his accolades 
both on and off the field.

“It’s not just the football aspect that we are proud 
of; it’s that he has succeeded in the classroom and in 
his life as well. When he got accepted to Muhlenberg, 

none of us realized what a top-notch program it was, 
and truly the family that it is. He has grown with the 
team, his coaches, and the school.”

We’d say that Quentin’s most outstanding achieve-
ment, continued these proud parents is “making the 
academic honor roll every semester, while excelling in 
his chosen sport.

“It’s hard not to gush about your own child,” said his 
parents.  “But, he is an amazing young man with a very 
bright future ahead. Whatever he puts his mind and en-
ergy towards, he will be successful with. It’s not just his 
drive and effort; he is a natural leader with fantastic 
people skills, and he is getting a double major in busi-
ness and economics. Look out world.”

From another adult who knows

Nate Milne, Head Football Coach at Muhlenberg Col-
lege is equally enthusiastic about this remarkable foot-
ball player.

Milne said. “What our staff really enjoys about Quen-
tin is his consistency. 

Preparing for the next game, “He practices very 
hard,” continued the coach.

“… and that speed shows up on Saturday as well.
“When his teammates see how hard he practices they 

know they better practice at their highest level as well. 
He’s a tremendous leader, and people want to connect 
with him off of the field as well.”

after the Oct. 21 Planning Commission 
meeting ended, they would have gotten 
an earful. A staff member and a local de-
veloper talked for one hour 27 minutes, 
and the mic was still on after the meet-
ing.

In the beginning of the conversation 
the staff member promised the develop-
er, “Whatever you want, I’ll make it hap-
pen … it might take an election cycle or 
two” – referencing how local elections 
might play into it.

 The member of the staff said he didn’t 
pay attention to committees, commis-
sions and boards. “I have them looking 
at a big red shiny ball over here, while 
the real issue is over there.”

He assured the developer that when 
residents are happy and comfortable, 
they don’t care what’s going on outside 
the boundaries of their property.

The exchange ended with the devel-
oper saying, “If you need anything just 
let me know,” and the reply was recip-
rocal.

Lots of after-meeting chit-chat

The Oct. 21 Planning Commission 
meeting ended around 9 p.m. But the 
mic was still on and the developer and 
staff member remained in the chambers 
not knowing that the mic was still live.

Anyone viewing the meeting at the 
time could have heard the conversation 
– which started right after everyone left, 
and lasted until 10:27 p.m.

This hot mic event was brought up 
at the Purcellville Nov. 9 Town Council 
meeting. Council Member Stan Milan 
said he “would like to notify council and 
staff that on Oct. 21 we had a Planning 
Commission meeting, and we finished 
the meeting about 9.” 

He explained that after the meeting 
everyone left, and he “was shocked and 
appalled” by what he “overheard in a 
conversation by a senior staff member 
and a developer …” 

Milan said, “There was, like I said, 
a following meeting directly after the 
meeting – in the council chambers after 
everyone had left.” 

The red shiny ball, and upcoming elections

“I overheard statements from the 
staffer that really shocked me … the 
staffer talked about the Planning Com-
mission and Council inefficiencies. He 
made statements about his professional 
experience, “I don’t take directions from 
any CCB’s” [committees, commissions 
and boards] … statements like “I have 
them looking at the red shiny ball, they 
look over here, and the real issue is over 
there.”

Milan said the staffer had remarked, 
“You have to wait a few election cycles 
to get what you need.” He said this after 
he told the developer, “Whatever you 
want, I’ll make it happen.”

Milan explained this was a conver-
sation “where we rely on this person’s 
professionalism and insight to help 
lead the Planning Commission … When 
you hear these comments,” said Milan, 
“that are disingenuous to the efforts of 
the Planning Commission and the Town 
Council, it shakes your confidence on 
what you are being presented. Are we 

constantly being presented with red 
shiny balls … and being distracted by 
the issues at hand?”

Vice Mayor Chris Bertaut also heard 
the hot mic conversation. He said he 
heard “some of these disturbing com-
ments that took place between a couple 
of individuals, and I can concur that I 
heard the comment about holding up 
a big shiny ball in order to distract the 
public.

“I heard the comment about not tak-
ing direction from the CCB’s [commit-
tees, commissions and boards]. I also 
heard a somewhat disturbing comment 
that went along the lines of ‘When peo-
ple are happy and comfortable, they 
don’t care what’s going on outside the 
walls of their property.’”

Bertaut said, “One comment that 
shook me to the core was, ‘You tell me 
what you want to do, and I’ll make it 
happen.’

 “I consider none of these to be in the 
spirit of cooperation of respect for one 
another’s roles within this community.”

PURCELLVILLE POLITICS,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

I was quite alone in my arrival in 
semi-darkness, and brief hike timed for 
the break of dawn, but I can imagine 
the popularity of this spot during more 
‘normal’ visiting hours – enjoying the 
placement within this upwardly-mobile, 
young (can I say ‘crowded?’) neighbor-
hood.

But: no – Legacy Park will not become 
the ‘Central Park’ of Loudoun County. 
Our locality is much too vast in terms 
of physical geography – imagine driving 
from Loudoun Heights or Lost Corner 
– or Upperville or Bluemont – just to 
get out and stretch the legs and enjoy a 
simple communion with nature. 

Thankfully, we can enjoy those ex-

periences in just about any of our own 
local neighborhoods, or at least in the 
next over. We don’t need to ask this 
little sister to fulfill all the niches of its 
giant partner (in my imagination) up in 
New York.

And, no – I didn’t get to revisit all my 
long-gone experiences from Central 
Park while in Brambleton, nor did I need 

to. I’d already had them, enjoyed them, 
and could now remember them with 
pleasure.

But I was very thankful for the spon-
taneous associations I’d made – in the 
heart, mind and soul – between these 
two faraway facilities – vastly distant 
at least now, for me – in both time and 
space. It was a good place to be.

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Commonwealth of Virginia, and the United States of 
America. 

“Additionally, through our new Center for Minori-
ty Health Disparities and partnership through the ONE 
School of Public Health, Norfolk State University is 
poised to do more.  Through the Expanding Medical 
Education Act, Norfolk State University will have the 
ability to help address these disparities and diversify 
the physician pipeline by providing the financial re-
sources to increase the number of physicians that serve 
the communities of color that they come from through 
medical schools at Historically Black Colleges and Uni-

versities and other institutions of higher education 
that educate underserved and rural areas …,” said Dr. 
Javaune Adams-Gaston, President of Norfolk State 
University. 

The Expanding Medical Education Act would: Au-
thorize funding to provide grants through the Health 
Resources and Services Administration to colleges 
and universities to establish or expand allopathic 
(M.D. granting) or osteopathic (D.O. granting) medi-
cal schools in an area in which no other such school 
is based and is a medically underserved community or 
health professional shortage area OR at minority-serv-
ing institutions, including Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities.
Grants funded through this legislation would require 

reporting to Congress on associated outcomes and 
would be used for:

• Planning and construction of a new medical 
school or branch campus in an area where no 
other school is based.

• Activities to meet the accreditation criteria for 
a medical school.

• Hiring diverse faculty and other staff.
• Recruitment, enrollment, and retention of 

students, including those from disadvantaged 

MEDICAL EDUCATION ACT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

QUENTIN OGREN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Advertise with us
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Interior/Exterior
Residential
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983

Winter Discount

Interior Work
10% Off

703-771-1110

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

571.242.0025540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

703-718-6789
Veterans LLC  

Lovettsville, VA
Major@VeteransLLC.US

FORESTRY, MULCHING,
 LAND AND BRUSH CLEARING

Residential and Commercial

Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WVwww.VeteransLLC.us

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

 

 

D
av

is Handyman C
o

Steve Davis

ESTD 2007

Painting and Home Repairs  703.967.8780
davishandymanco.com
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The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s 
Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates 
the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal 
housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s 
Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the 
Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; 
toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 
804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.
gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

“We depend on the farm support busi-
nesses in Lucketts like Stanford Exca-
vating and Coopers Welding. John Stan-
ford has for many years had to plan his 
equipment entrances onto 15. He does it 
at Zero Dark Thirty on Sunday mornings 
because of the aggressive traffic that will 
not even let his equipment get on the 
roadway from Lucketts. We worry that…
our inability to drive safely on a faster 
four-lane road will stymie or force farm-
based businesses out of the area. You 
don’t want that.”

Several individuals representing 
conservation and preservation groups 
broached the historical, aesthetic, and 
environmental impacts of the road. Mi-
chael Myers, executive director of the 
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy, cited the 
irreplaceable wetlands of the JK Black 
Oak Wildlife Sanctuary west of village. 
William Sellers, president of the Journey 
Through Hallowed Ground, emphasized 
the importance of this National Scenic 
Byway to the 180-mile Journey corridor 
that stretches from Gettysburg to Thom-
as Jefferson’s Monticello in Charlottes-
ville. From the planning documents, 
however, it’s clear the County staff has 
been directed by Loudoun’s supervi-
sors to incorporate the Journey’s design 
guidelines only “where feasible.” 

The project’s costs will be borne by 
Loudoun taxpayers, current and future. 
James Williams, a real estate developer 
for 45 years who represented the Poto-
mac Overlook Association, took that issue 
head on. “Let’s not spend half a billion 
dollars of our community’s hard-earned 
tax dollars on some of the ideas that 
have been presented here this evening. 
Let’s spend them on our children, our 

schools. Let’s spend them on our fire and 
rescue. Let’s spend them on our law en-
forcement…Let’s not spend these monies 
for the benefit of commuters that come 
across the Maryland bridge. It doesn’t 
make sense to me to spend my tax dollars, 
your tax dollars for those commuters. In-
stead, consider the alternatives that are 
in our well thought-out 2019 Comp Plan 
…There are better solutions than those 
that are here on the table.”

Evan McCarthy of the Piedmont En-
vironmental Council concurred. “Com-
muter needs should not override the 
local Lucketts community needs. Imme-
diate improvements can be made at sig-
nificantly reduced cost to improve safety 
in the entire corridor and should occur 
without further delay. These improve-
ments should not impact the community 
negatively.”

Owners of Lucketts businesses fo-
cused on the area’s mushrooming rural 
economy and how, if Rt. 15 were to be-
come a four-lane highway, you could say 
goodbye to current or future businesses 
such as Rich Rosendale’s Roots 657 Café 
and Market on Spinks Ferry Road, Jon-
athan Staples’ 63-acre, family-owned 
Vanish Brewery off Black Hops Lane, 
Brossman’s Farm Market, Black Sheep 
Farm, Hidden Brook Winery, bed and 
breakfasts, wedding and events venues, 
and countless more.

Anyone who questions that scenar-
io might look at US 50. Imagine how a 
four-lane highway and bypasses of Aldie, 
Middleburg, and Upperville might have 
changed the landscape for rural busi-
nesses. Would the area still be a mecca 
for rural tourism without its green fields 
of horses and cattle? Would there be 
Chrysalis, Cana, 50 West, and Greenhill 

vineyards? Would the Red Fox Inn get 
much business if there were a bypass 
around Middleburg? Would the five-
star Salamander Resort & Spa ever have 
been built?

That’s not fantasy
In the early 1990s, VDOT and the 

County proposed four-lanes and by-
passes on both US 50 and VA 9. Like 
US 15, both roads were congested and 
the villages unsafe. Only intense com-
munity opposition, the residents’ own 
work with international transportation 
design expert Ian Lockwood, and active 
partnerships and funding by VDOT, the 
Virginia Transportation Authority, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and a federal 
demonstration grant obtained by then-
Rep. Frank Wolf and the late Sen. John 
Warner stopped US 50’s expansion in 
the planning stages. The final product is 
a national model of traffic calming. 

At that time, traffic calming plans for 
Hillsboro and Rt. 9 in the northwest 
quadrant of the County began moving 
along the same promising path—until 
2007 when the community was forced to 
beat back a second bypass proposal. 

According to the website of their ul-
timately successful “ReThink9” project, 
completed just this summer, “a sub-
sequent impact analysis revealed that 
project would have induced even greater 
volumes of traffic and likely would have 
led to significant development along the 
corridor. Land acquisition, litigation, de-
sign, and construction were estimated to 
be more than $100 million.”

It is not the job of the planning 
commissioners to develop traffic signal 
solutions or design bypass alignments, 
but they are free to explore alternative 
plans and recommend further staff work 

before advising the Board of Supervi-
sors to amend—or not amend—the 2019 
Comprehensive Plan.

While the Lucketts area residents con-
tinue to press their case for traffic calm-
ing, the commissioners will head out to 
Hillsboro on Rt. 9 to see how the design 
system works.

“Be progressive planners,” implored 
Avis Renshaw. “Study the current trends 
that are reversing big highways built 
in places like the Bronx and New Orle-
ans. Don’t make the same mistakes in 
Loudoun in 2021 that they made back 
in the ‘60s. Please make safety improve-
ments that retain the environmentally 
sensitive karst area through which this 
byway traverses and maintain the func-
tionality of our small businesses and vil-
lage of Lucketts.”

Asked by his fellow commissioners to 
compare the US 15 widening plan to the 
VA 9/Hillsboro traffic calming project 
he spearheaded as town mayor, Roger 
Vance replied, “Clearly there’s a lot of 
information and questions that need to 
be ferreted out here. We need to be sure 
we understand the goals of the project.

“Roundabouts work,” he empha-
sized. “A system of roundabouts creates 
a safe environment and facilitates traf-
fic. Come to Hillsboro,” he added.  “I was 
told 20 years ago that everything that 
we’ve just accomplished in Hillsboro 
could not and would not be done and 
would not work. We’ve just completed 
a post-construction study, and some of 
the results are pretty amazing.”

The Planning Commission work ses-
sion is set for Thurs., Jan. 13 from 6 to 10 
p.m. The public may attend in person at 
the Government Center or visit Loudoun.
gov/meetings for online access.

RETHINK RT. 15, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cause animal farming provides just 18 
percent of the calories while taking up 
83 percent of our farmland.

In addition, it takes 
significantly more 
water to yield foods 

that come from animals than foods that 
come from plants.

Landon set out to collect as many 
pumpkins as he could to “feed the pigs.”

He figured some pigs will get a great 
treat and the environment will get a 
break.

How to go about this.
Mom Cameron and son Landon re-

sorted to Mom’s social media contacts 
and the pumpkins started filling up in 
the front yard.  They had cars backed up 
outside their home leaving off pump-
kins, totaling 900 pumpkins this year.  
Hundreds contributed.  This was not 
their first year. They had 600 pumpkins 
last year and 50 to 100 pumpkins the 
year before.

Days ago, 800 pumpkins arrived to 
feed Holly’s Happy Hogs in Lovetts-
ville.  

The caravan transporting the pump-

kins consisted of three trucks, two mini-
vans, and one Mazda.  There was a team 
of 10 adults and six youngsters includ-
ing Landon to transfer the pumpkins 
from the vehicles to the ground, and 
then to the pigs.

Three herds of pigs, 24 pigs in all, can 
devour 50 pumpkins a day and they got 
right to it.  

Landon was busy hurling pumpkins 
hard at the ground to break open the 
pumpkins, to save the pigs the trouble, 
to make it easier for them to get at the 
pumpkin meat.

Asked what he thought of all this, 

Landon said, “It’s a community coming 
together, working for a singular cause.  I 
enjoyed watching everyone’s face seeing 
the big pumpkin pile around the Mag-
nolia tree, and watching the kids help, 
and then feeding the pigs.

Mom Cameron said, “I’m proud that 
Landon wants to help the environ-
ment.”

The next generation is shaping up 
well when you see this kind of voluntary 
effort to feed the pigs and conserve the 
environment.

Finally, remember, next year, save 
your pumpkins for the pigs!

PIGS CAN HELP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

OPINION

backgrounds, underrepresented 
racial and ethnic minorities, 
students from rural and 
underserved areas, low-income 
students, and first-generation 
college students.

• Supporting educational 
programs.

• Modernizing and expanding 
infrastructure.

• Other activities determined 
by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services.

The Expanding Medical Education 
Act is cosponsored by Senators Alex Pa-
dilla (D-CA) and Dianne Feinstein (D-
CA).

MEDICAL EDUCATION ACT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

minimize the impact on their res-
idential community. The residents 
intend to safeguard the interests of 
the neighbors, including working 
directly with County and Common-
wealth regulators and reserving the 
right to challenge the regrading 
and brewery operation plans.

HAMILTON STATION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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We believe that our work is to 
be practiced with the same care, 
thought, and skill as other fine 
art forms. All of our projects 
are designed with aesthetics, 
functionality, and sustainability 
in mind. We pride ourselves in 
our ability to design dramatic 
and exciting landscapes and 
demonstrate great care when 
implementing them.

Plan ahead

Call us today 
for a FREE 

consultation:
540.338.7190
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@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketteam

On The Market Properties  |  Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132  | Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®
Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Curt Schaber
Realtor®, Buyer Specialist
Phone: 703-338-7300
schabercurt@yahoo.com

Please see our amazing property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

Sold Waterford $1,260,000Sold Leesburg $2,050,000

Sold Lovettsville $442,500Sold Lovettsville $1,230,500 Sold Waterford $885,000

Sold Beacon Hill $1,770,000

HEADS-UP! COMING SOON Purcellville Farm- High speed internet
(FIOS)! Less than 5 minutes to the heart of historic Purcellville.
Fabulous country retreat with winning and updated interior. Lovely
Barn, multiple paddocks and outbuildings including additional 2 car
garage.

In a Class by Itself, the Incomparable "Beech Hill".
Superbly built custom home on seventeen magical acres only three
minutes from historic Leesburg. Property video available on our
website. Under Contract with Multiple Offers. Listed for $1,350,000

TO BE BUILT by Powers Homes. Lovettsville- 4.66 acre lot, 5 beds/5
full baths $924,900
"We recently had a home built by Powers Homes. The quality, attention to detail as well as

the customization process were second to none! Dennis & Randall (Father & Son team) took
the time to talk to us and address our questions in a patient and efficient manner. We love

our Powers Home and would recommend them without hesitation." - Megan & Brian Tucker

No photo yet! Coming Soon- Superbly Restored 1885 Victorian with picturesque views in the Village of Paeonian Springs.
Lofty Ceilings, Stunning Kitchen, Deluxe Master Bath, Antique Barn & Garage. Open House 1/15 11-2 pm. Call for details!


