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BY ANDREA GAINES

Citizens opposing a farm brewery 
on Middleburg’s eastern doorstep wel-
comed the developers’ decision, an-
nounced Aug. 28, to cancel their plans.

Virginia’s state farm brewery law 
largely preempts local authority to 
regulate these establishments, yet it is 
not explicit in defining what qualifies 
as a farm or what must be produced on 
site.  And while counties have little say, 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, 
which issues brewery licenses, is limit-
ed in the criteria it considers in denying 
or conditioning a license.  

Minimum acreage requirements are 
quite small, just 10 acres.  Yet the re-
sulting crowds, noise, and traffic can 
be large. And, music and other forms 
of entertainment are often part of the 

mix.  The result can be unwelcome in 
many rural Loudoun communities. 
Earlier this year, Middleburg residents 
Scott Buzzelli and Brian Yarnal filed 
an application with the ABC Board in 
Richmond for a small “farm brewery,” 
just east of Town and adjacent to Mick-
ie Gordon Memorial Park.  A legal no-
tice appeared in the Washington Post, 
where few locals saw it.

Once area residents became aware of 
the proposal, community alarm bells 
went off.  

Over 445 people signed a petition 
against ABC approval. And, many of 
their comments would have made your 
head spin.

But no one knew how the process – 
rushed and confusing, pitting neighbor 
against neighbor, and involving both 

a cherished public space and a valued 
County tourism industry – would turn 
out.

Would the state ABC folks grant a 
liquor license to what is essentially a 
beer bar … on a barely ten-acre parcel 
adjacent to one of the most celebrated 
parks in western Loudoun, and a poten-
tial future school site?

Is it wise to set this kind of precedent 
… using Virginia’s so-called “Brewery 
Law” – legislation designed to help 
farmers and keep land from develop-
ment – to slip into a rural residential 
neighborhood what is essentially a beer 
bar?

The Fueled Farm proposal envi-
sioned producing most of its cold and 
refreshing product elsewhere – Vanish 

BY VALERIE CURY

At the Town of Purcellville’s Aug. 11 
Town Council meeting, Josh Bennett with 
Moseley Architects presented a space-
needs assessment for a possible perma-
nent new police department headquarters 
and also an assessment for a temporary 
police station. The projected cost for a new 
police headquarters is $6.5 million, not 
including the land. The Purcellville Town 
Council has yet to discuss the issue.

Said Town Manager David Mekarski, 
“This is actually the first public presenta-
tion for a quest for a possible new police 
headquarters site for the Town of Pur-
cellville.” Mekarski said the search incor-
porated both a search for temporary and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20»

Fueled Farm Brewery “moved” by concerns 
of neighbors rescinds application for ABC 
license, will “terminate development”

Purcellville 
management eyes 
new police station 
for upwards of 
$6.5 million

JOHN CONSTANT
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BY VALERIE CURY

Trying to beat the expiration date 
of their approved project, Vineyard 
Square, the developers of the project 
are looking to change their plans from 
“luxury living in the heart of Virginia’s 
wine country” to “workforce housing.”  

This according to a meeting requested 
by a Vineyard Square representative, 
Casey Chapman, (from CaseCo, another 
Chapman Company), with the Town on 
Aug. 17.

The current marketing materials state 
that “Vineyard Square brings gracious 

living to a limited edition of 40 distinc-
tive condominium residences. Each sin-
gle-level residence comes with fine fea-
tures and thoughtful design, concierge 
service and carefree low maintenance.”  
“Concierge service,” “fine features, and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22»

Developers seek last minute redo of mega 
Vineyard Square project
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BY LAURA LONGLEY

 
Louis Jett is an avid Loudoun historian 

who has documented the County’s African 
American cemeteries, schools, churches, 
communities, and organizations 
such as the Emancipation Asso-
ciation.

When he was born in 1950, 
his family lived in the histori-
cally Black village of Oak Grove, 
about two miles from Herndon. 
At age 6, he started school in a 
dilapidated building with two 
classrooms and coal stoves, two 
outhouses and a pump for drink-
ing water. “It wasn’t much,” Jett 
says, “but it was close to home, 
and the neighbor kids were 
friendly and fun.” 

Then, one day, bulldozers arrived. “I remem-
ber them digging up our front yard,” he says. His 
community had been condemned for the con-
struction of the airport that would later be named 
for President Dwight Eisenhower’s secretary of 
state, John Foster Dulles.

Pushed out, Jett’s family moved to Ashburn 
where he went to the “colored school” in Willard 

known as the Ashburn Colored School. Today it may be 
better known as the historic school that was vandalized 
with “white power” graffiti four years ago.

In 1958 the family moved again, west to Hillsboro and 
the African American community on the Short Hill where 
Louis Jett’s mother, Doris Lucas, had been born. Their 
home on Ashbury Church Road was just a stone’s throw 
from the one-room Colored School in the Hills, where 
Louis was taught by Miss Hannah Daniel, a Storer Col-
lege graduate and the same teacher who had schooled his 

mother.

Progress at a glacial pace

For the African American community, progress 
did not come as quickly as the runways of Dulles.

According to the late Loudoun historian Elaine 
Thompson, “When the one-room schools became 
inadequate and dangerously overcrowded, the 
school board found endless excuses not to improve 
them. Groups such as the Odd Fellows in Hamilton 
and the Willing Workers Club in Purcellville offered 
the use of their facilities. This tradition of the Afri-
can American community providing actual school 
buildings and transporting students at its own ex-
pense lasted until the 1940s.

“When Loudoun County finally hired an Afri-
can American supervisor of elementary schools in 

1938, she immediately recognized the injustice and un-
lawfulness of the situation. She suggested that all par-
ent-teacher associations come together and work under 
the umbrella of the County-Wide League. This organiza-
tion became the educational voice for African Americans 
in Loudoun County. Their most pressing concerns were to 
get the County to provide school bus transportation and 
to build an accredited high school.” Thompson added, 
“These requests were brought before the Loudoun County  

Loudoun’s Black History Matters, Part III
“Colored” education 
and integration 
through the eyes  
of one Black man

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

BY LAURA LONGLEY THE QUILT
Phyllis Liedtke has lived through other national nightmares.  

At 95, she still can recall her fear of contracting smallpox in 
the 1940s, and how New York City mobilized to vaccinate res-

idents. “It was quite amazing. 
Every single one of us received a 
vaccination within a week or so. 
But I don’t remember anything 
quite like COVID.”  

Doing her part to help in a cri-
sis was always Liedtke’s way, and 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been no different for her. “Peo-
ple of my generation are geared 
to ask, ‘What can we do?’”
When she asked her daughter 

that question about COVID, she meant it seriously. Diane Can-
ney—artist, technology entrepreneur, and co-owner of Sunset 
Hills and 50 West Vineyards—rose to the challenge.

Casting about for a compelling idea, Canney remem-
bered the impact of the AIDS quilt, and developed the 

Discover Purcellville a 501 (c)(4) community non-
profit, will be offering their fourth art project auc-
tion. This year focuses on Painted Benches Around 
Purcellville 2020. “Our artist community is amazing, 
and am excited about the Painted Benches Around 
Purcellville 2020 this year. I look forward to the bid-
ding and seeing everyone,” said Michael Oaks with 
Discover Purcellville.

 Up for bid will be 35 benches painted by local art-

ists. New this year – Discover Purcellville had each 
bench handmade by craftsman Tim Saylor of Hamil-
ton. Money raised at the auction will go towards fu-
ture community art projects & events. 

This year’s event will once again be held at the Pur-
cellville Skating on Saturday Oct. 10 at 7 p.m.  Atten-
dance will be limited due to social distancing. 

Tickets are $12 in advance and include beer, wine 
and light food.  Purchase your tickets early as a sellout 
is anticipated. To purchase tickets go to https://www.
brownpapertickets.com/user/manageevent/4716820.

The auction will be offered online as well at https://
www.damewoodauctioneers.com/. Online bidding 
will open Sept 14, so there will be two ways to bid on 
these works of art.

Healing America one 
square at a time

Painted benches around 
Purcellville 2020 – 
auction on Oct. 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 »

Phyllis Liedtke
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MOLD REMOVAL 

       Green Solutions, LLC 
       www.greensolpro.com 

       540-338-5869 

 

 

                   
 

Complete Concrete, Block, Brick, Foundation Repair and/or Sealant to Abate the Moisture Source  

Moisture Damaged Drywall, Carpet, Baseboard, and Insulation Removal and Off-Site Disposal 

Kill 100% of Mold and Mold Spores, Scrub, and HEPA Vacuum Surfaces 

Replace Drywall, Baseboards, and Insulation. Painting Drywall Also Available 

 

We use MDF-500® - Our Patented Anti-Microbial Mold Killing Fogging Treatment 

MDF-500® Safely and Highly Effectively Eliminates All Mold, Spores, Allergens, Bacteria, Viruses, and Odors 

 

 

Call Today to Schedule a FREE, NO OBLIGATION In-Home Evaluation and Estimate  

Our Patented Product MDF-500Our Patented Product MDF-500®®

GOT MOLD?GOT MOLD?
We do it all from start to finish
GOT MOLD?
• Covid-19 Sanitization
• Repair Moisture Source 

Basement / Crawspace Sealing / Encapsulation
• Treat to Kill All Mold / HEPA Vacuum
• Remove Damaged Debris Off-Site 
• Reinstall Drywall / Baseboard

Green Solutions LLC www.GreenSolPro.com  •  703-858-2000

Safely and Effectively Removes 100% of Mold  
Spores / Allergens / Improve Air Quality –  

Removes All Bacteria / Viruses / Odors

Our Patented Product MDF-500®

IS PROVEN TO IS PROVEN TO 
KILLKILL

CORONAVIRUSCORONAVIRUS

IS PROVEN TO 
KILL

CORONAVIRUS

OUR PANTENTED PRODUCT MDF 500OUR PANTENTED PRODUCT MDF 500OUR PANTENTED PRODUCT MDF 500

Call Today to Schedule a FREE, NO OBLIGATION  
In-Home Evaluation and Estimate

540-687-5232  •  703-771-3308
www.jrsnider.com

Snider

Tap Into A Healthier Life.

Safe Water Is Better.
Chlorine protects water from bacteria until you are ready to 
drink it - much like how plastic wrap protects your packaged 
food. But you get rid of the wrapper before you eat the food, 
right? So why drink the chlorine?

While chlorine does a great job of eliminating most 
pathogens from the water we drink, this powerful chemical 
has a downside when it comes to drinking it. Contact us 
today to find out more about our chlorine removal systems 
and having the best water for you and your family!

We always send a Master Plumber to evaluate your needs 
and provide an accurate estimate so you know exactly what 
you’ll get and how much you will pay.

Our Summer Special: 
Buy a water-treatment system and get 

20% OFF a water heater or pressure tank
when installed at the same time. 

If you are in need of any type of plumbing services, give us a call.

Healthy Water Means
A Healthy Home.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 »

By Tim Jon
“By God, there’s an old bridge back 

here! (at least, I think it’s a bridge ...Yup, 
sure Is ...)” I came to this highly intellec-
tual conclusion very early one morning 

(just about dawn, actu-
ally) – at least five years 
after I’d first driven past 
the aforementioned, an-
cient and all-but-forgot-
ten structure. 

Effectively obscured for 
most months of the year by foliage, this 
cement monolith had become a famil-
iar landmark on my sometimes-assigned 
route of delivery, carrying the US Mail off 
Harpers Ferry Road and down the nar-
row, tree-lined, and curvy little rural lane 
known as Branchriver Road – generally 
following the shaded, quiet waterway aptly 
dubbed ‘Piney Run.’ 

On my few brief stops along this sand, 
clay and gravel corridor I would experience 
a palpable absence (in spite of the contra-
diction in terms) of man-made sound (and, 
no, I could never forget the unmistakable 
roar of the mail truck answering every 
touch of the accelerator); I distinctly re-
call, many times, actually listening to – and 

feeling the hush (the ever-present sighing 
of the trees in whatever shallow breeze 
penetrated the stand of wood, the friend-
ly gurgling of the brook, the lazy summer 
insect buzz, and whatever bird life stirred 
from my visit), and taking in the fresh (or, 
at least fresher) air – which always felt cool 
even on the hottest days, in the much-wel-
come (except in cold-weather months), 
and comforting, shade. 

Branchriver Road is no thoroughfare: it 
boasts no housing developments, no shop-
ping centers, no traffic lights (or traffic, 
for that matter), and hardly a vestige of 
anything that could be described as public 
improvements. An “End of State Mainte-
nance” sign and barely-enough-room-to-
turn-around are the two subtle hints that 
you’ve reached the end of the civilized line; 

JON

Branchriver Road
— Just like nothing (else) on earth —

4 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY  |  www.BlueRidgeLeader.com SEPTEMBER 2020



Dr. Mike,
The last few months have been hard for 

me with coronavirus. I work in my home of-
fice all day and haven’t been to work since 
late March. I haven’t seen a single friend. I’ve 
gained 15 pounds. I’m drinking too much, and 
I can’t even remember the last time I worked 
out with my gym closing. I’m around my chil-
dren and husband all the time, which should 
feel good but it doesn’t way too often. I don’t 
have energy. I feel sad most of the time, and 
I lay awake at night worrying about all the 

things I need to get done but 
can’t. 

I’ve never been depressed 
before, but I think I am and 
I don’t know what to do. My 
husband is a good man, but 
he just wants me to “snap out 

of it.” I know I live in a bubble in Ashburn, and 
I have so much more than so many other peo-
ple, so what’s wrong with me, and why do I 
still feel so depressed? 

– Upset in Loudoun

Dear Upset in Loudoun, 
First of all, please know that pandemic fa-

tigue and depression is a very real condition. 
Unaddressed or untreated situational depres-
sion can range from the mild blues to more 
severe symptoms. Second, please know that 
there’s nothing wrong with you, and try not 
to be too hard on yourself. Depression doesn’t 
discriminate. Third, please also know that you 
are not alone. The preliminary research on 
COVID-19 and mental health conditions has 
shown a significant increase in depression, as 
well as other mental health conditions since 
the start of COVID-19.

Based on the problems you’ve listed; I rec-
ommend that you try to get control over one 
thing first.

Perhaps this is a good time to reach out to 
some friends on-line or over the phone or to 
get together in person with social distancing 
in mind. You might decide to drink only on 
the weekends or to take a break from alcohol 
for a month. Carving out some alone time ev-
ery day may also help you to feel like you are 
more in control of things. Getting your hus-
band to appreciate where you are emotional-
ly and getting additional support from him as 
needed, will also help you to begin feel better. 

Situational depression often goes away on 
its own, when the main stressors you’ve had 
difficulty adjusting to become more manage-
able. If you’re not feeling better within a rea-
sonable period of time with increased effort, or 
if your emotional state worsens, I recommend 
that you meet with a mental health profes-
sional that specializes in treating depression. 
Research has shown that cognitive behavior 
therapy, and interpersonal therapy are ex-
tremely effective treatments for depression.

Dr. Mike,
My husband and I have watched politics 

ruin many of our closest friends’ relationships 
and now it’s happening to us. I’m wanting to 
unfriend certain friends on-line because of 
what I see them posting, and I also don’t even 
want to have some people in my life anymore, 
because their views are so different from ours. 
My husband and I are Christians, and we’ve 
tried to be non-critical and patient in God’s 
light, but it’s getting harder to do with every-
thing that’s currently happening. This has 
also been very painful for me, since some of 
the friends I no longer wish to have in my life 
are lifelong friends. 

– Upset in Loudoun

Dear Upset in Loudoun,
You’ve probably heard the saying that you 

should never discuss politics, religion, and 
money with people, but those topics are be-
ing discussed publicly more than ever. Sure, 
openly sharing your views on a personally 
charged topic with friends can be produc-
tive, but the risk for upset and hurt can be 
great. But these are the times we live in, and 
avoiding social media or public opinion isn’t 
always possible.  

Regarding your friends with opposing po-
litical views, I recommend that you carefully 
assess each friendship that you want to end, 
rather than lumping all of your friends into 
a group that you need to break up with. If 
you’re a Republican is it really the case that 
you can’t have any friends who are Demo-
crats or vice versa? 

In assessing each friendship, I think you 
should carefully think through the things 
that drew you to that person to begin with. If 
you find that there are still lots of positives, 
and only political differences in a particular 
friendship, then maybe that’s a friendship to 
continue. You can always openly discuss your 
concerns and differences with that friend, 
and even agree to disagree, without having to 
part ways. Just like you might have long time 
friends with different cultural backgrounds 
and/or religious beliefs, why can’t you main-
tain friendships with others who hold differ-
ent political views?  

By carefully assessing each friendship of 
concern, you will be in a better position to 
determine what you should do. This exercise 
will help you to either accept and continue 
some of your long time friendships where 
politics could be something that your friends 
and you can respectfully compartmentalize 
away from your discussions, or it will help you 
to let go of others.

“I never consider a difference of opinion in 
politics, in religion, in philosophy as a cause 
for withdrawing from a friend.” –Thomas Jef-
ferson 

DR. MIKE

— Ask Dr. Mike — 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. is a clinical psychologist in private practice. He can be 
reached at 703 723-2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.
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BY CHARLES HOUSTON 

Note to reader: I’m taking a break from land 
use in Loudoun and have fictionalized the 
overarching issues in America. One of them 
is our national fracture, which has become a 
zero-sum game of “I win and you lose.” I see 
no pleasant solution, so I close with a draco-
nian idea.

COVID

The New York Times broke the story 
May 1 with a blaring headline: “COVID 
CURE AND VACCINE.” 

Dr. E.M. Zukosky of 
the Cleveland Clinic 
was nearing the end 

of her post-doctoral research fellowship 
at the Institut Pasteur in Paris, France’s 
equivalent to our CDC.  Her focus was 
on RSV - respiratory syncytial virus. She 
found that an enzyme called Trisomy 21 
killed the RSV pathogen. Zukosky tried it 
on human RSV with equally efficacious 
results and no ill effects. On a hunch, she 
tried Trisomy 21 on the Coronavirus. The 
effects were startling - COVID 19 was 
cured almost immediately and the enzyme 
also acted as a vaccine. Human trials were 
begun in secret under the auspices of the 

World Health Organization. The enzyme 
worked as hoped and two European phar-
maceutical firms began expedited produc-
tion of the drug, now called “Snycytavir.”

Marshall Petain of the Institut and Jack 
Ryan of WHO met with their counterparts 
at our FDA and CDC and secured permis-
sion to begin sales here. The Times’ head-
line appeared two days later. 

Trump Dreams

On that news the Dow Jones erupted, 
closing at a record high of 31,708. Within 
days American companies announced re-
openings, new plants, and new jobs, jobs, 
jobs. Governors revoked lockdown orders. 
Schools announced full in-person learning 
as the population was vaccinated. Masks 
became passé’.

By mid-June, the unemployment rate 
had dropped to 4.9 percent and was still 
falling.  Consumer confidence was extraor-
dinary but the national mood remained 
mixed. The presidential election was near-
ing (and Biden had solid leads in the polls), 
but social unrest never slowed.

In mid-October at a small outdoor ral-
ly, Biden seemed spry. A boy held out his 
skateboard and said, “Try it, sir!” Biden 
took the board, his aides’ faces turning ash-
en. Biden climbed aboard … and prompt-

ly fell. It was instant Internet humor, but 
things quickly turned very serious.

He was taken to Duke Medical Center. 
Scans showed a fractured skull and a ce-
rebral hemorrhage. Biden was in ICU, co-
matose. Publicly his doctors said to expect 
a “favorable outcome” and hid the grave 
situation. In reality Biden remained un-
conscious and the physicians saw no hope. 
Neither did Jill Biden. With the election in 
three weeks, the Democratic party faced 
a terrible predicament. It had no choice 
but to name Kamala Harris as its stan-
dard-bearer.

Donald Trump carried every state except 
California and Massachusetts.

Biden Dreams

There was no skateboarding accident, no 
Trump victory. Joe Biden was energized for 
the campaign’s home stretch.  There was 
no stock market boom, unemployment 
was still high and the economy showed no 
signs of recovery. Social chaos was spread-
ing, getting more violent. General discon-
tent turned voters away from Trump.

Biden’s marketing tarred Trump with all 
that was bad. The message stuck.

Then came the coup de grace. A Fox 
Network researcher gasped as he stumbled 
onto the real story behind Snycytavir. It 
was a fraud! Zukosky and some associates 
had bought the pharmaceutical compa-
nies’ stocks before announcing the drug, 
then sold their positions two weeks after 

OPINION

Election and Secession

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

If famous TV detective Joe Friday had 
read former Mayor Bob Lazaro’s recent op 
ed trashing Purcellville and Mayor Kwasi 
Fraser for “considering selling” the Town’s 
utility operations, Friday might have said: 
“Oh, brother,” … or, more appropriately … 
“Just the facts, Ma’am.”

According to Lazaro’s recent op ed, Pur-
cellville residents need to be wary of Fra-
ser.  To focus, not on the mind-bending, 

$40 million in utility 
debt that Lazaro sad-
dled them with, but on 

eight (8) reasons why selling Town utilities 
is a bad idea.  And, why, in the big picture, 
Fraser is leading the Town down the wrong 
path financially.

Alternative facts

Ironically, just weeks ago, new-
ly-re-elected Mayor Fraser – and a unani-
mous Purcellville Town Council – had vot-

ed to nix the idea of private ownership of 
the Town’s utilities.

It was the right decision.  But in August, 
Lazaro, perhaps just intent on making a 
political point, wrote the following:

“As has been widely reported, the Town 
of Purcellville is considering selling its 
utility system to Aqua Virginia …” 

“It is unclear what the benefit to the res-
idents and businesses of the Town would 
be. The risks, however, are enormous.”

It was not until the last few paragraphs 
that Lazaro stuck to the facts.

8 reasons vs. $40 million 

Lazaro, out of office for years now, gave 
eight reasons why the Town should not 
sell off its utility system.

But, as the “Just the Facts, Ma’am” box 
here shows, Fraser has been all over the 
issue for every year he has been in office 
… working diligently to reduce and rein-in 
the Town’s tens of millions in Lazaro debt.

Sell the Town’s utility system, and you 
lose control of rate setting and sacrifice 
public accountability and transparency, 
says Lazaro. In some ways, true, but Aqua’s 
unsolicited proposal was rejected.  

Sell the Town’s utility system, and you 
end up paying for infrastructure over and 

over again.   Again, in some ways, true. 
Which is why Fraser is addressing this is-
sue, by controlling rates, and paying down 
the debt – at the same time.

Lazaro argues that selling off the Town’s 
utilities would, in the end, increase the 

Town’s debt. Which is why, as shown in 
the “Just the Facts, Ma’am” box here, Fra-
ser found another way: “When Lazaro left 
office in 2014, the total outstanding debt 
being $61.6 million. The Town’s current 

OPINION

Joe Friday’s Purcellville
— View from the Ridge —

On July 14, the Purcellville Town Council voted 
unanimously against an unsolicited proposal from 
Aqua Virginia to purchase the Town’s utility system. 
At the Aug. 11 Town Council meeting, Aqua this 
time came before the body with a more detailed 
proposal. But, since that date, the subject of selling 
the Town’s utility system has not been discussed by 
the Mayor nor any other Council Members. 
A History of Purcellville’s debt
In 2013, the Lazaro administration decided to 
refinance its 2010 Utility Enterprise debt of nearly 
$40 million. The debt was incurred by then Mayor 
Robert W. Lazaro when he chose to upgrade and 
expand the water treatment plant to accommodate 
future growth (at the time there was a $6 million 
mandated upgrade which was paid for through 
grants). The reason for refinance? Balloon payments 
due in 2021 and 2029. To date, Lazaro’s choice to 
expand has resulted in the underutilization of the 
plant by 50 percent.
With respect to debt: Fraser vs. Lazaro
Lazaro’s refinancing scheme extended the debt to 
2034. This added $10 million to the Utility Enterprise 

debt, with new balloon payments of $2.4 million in 
2020, and $2.97 million starting in 2021.
Before the 2014 election, Lazaro reduced utility 
rates (against the advice of staff) and dissolved the 
Purcellville Urban Growth Area Management Plan – 
further complicating the Town’s growth/no growth/
how are we going to pay for all of this debt burden.

• In 2017, Mayor Kwasi Fraser refinanced 
Lazaro’s debt and finally made some headway. 
Fraser has also removed restrictions that had 
prevented the Town from obtaining optimum 
revenue from leasing its assets.

• The Town’s debt term has been extended to 
2038 at a cost of $3.6 million – in contrast to 
Lazaro’s $10 million costs.

• The increase in payment from the 2017 
refinance is $1.3 million (starting in 2023).

• In 2020, Fraser refinanced the debt again, 
saving the Town $2 million outright.

When Lazaro left office in 2014, the Town’s total 
outstanding debt was $61.6 million. The Town’s 
current debt is $53.8 million as of July 1, 2020 – 
reduced by $7.8 million.

Just the facts, ma’am
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Why settle for a condo when this adorable, 
1940s Cape Cod awaits you in the charming 
town of Purcellville?

Imagine rocking on the wraparound front 
porch, gardening in a back yard shaded by 
mature trees, and cooking out on the patio 

on a summer evening. 
Beautifully updated 

and well maintained, this 
cozy house features hard-

wood floors and stairs, two main floor bed-
rooms and a remodeled bath. Upstairs, you’ll 
find a generous master bedroom with built-
in storage, office desk, and another lovely 
bath, just updated. The open-concept living 
area-living room opens to the kitchen and 
a separate dining area. You’ll love all of the 
touches—built-in storage and custom kitch-
en designs that maximize the use of space.

Speaking of space, the home and its large 

yard come with a sizable shed for storing 
all your garden and sports gear, including 
your bicycle. And you will definitely want 
to keep your bike handy and your walking 
shoes beside the front door because this 
neighborhood offers places you’ll want to 
explore time and again. 

Within a block there’s a historic skat-
ing rink and baseball field, an award-win-
ning distillery and Loudoun’s favorite ice 
cream shop, A two-block walk takes you 
to Nichol’s, the County’s famous hard-
ware store—and star of a documentary—
which has been serving local farmers and 
weekend warriors since 1909. One more 
block and you’re at the W&OD trail, a 
great place to work up an appetite for 
Magnolia’s at the Mill or for that special 
dish you’ll enjoy in your new, pretty, and 
perfectly appealing home.

A condo anyplace vs. this Cape Cod in Purcellville? No contest.

REAL ESTATE

220 S. 20th Street, Purcellville, VA. 
20132

Built: 1947 
Beds/Baths: 3 bedrooms 2 baths 
MLS#:  VALO419478 
Price: $450,000
Agent: Lynne McCabe Team, Lynne 
McCabe and Joe Korode

Proudly featuring:

Governor Ralph Northam has reappointed J. Forest 
Hayes of Waterford to the Virginia Housing Commission 
for an additional four-year term. 

“Today, I proudly accept Governor Ralph Northam’s 
reappointment to the Virginia Housing Commission for 
an additional four-year term. It is a great honor to serve 
my fellow Virginians and to play a role in shaping the fu-
ture of housing and community development across our 

great Commonwealth,” said Hayes.
The Virginia Housing Commis-

sion exists to study and provide rec-
ommendations to ensure and foster the availability of 
safe, sound, and affordable housing for every Virginian. 
The Commission may also study and make recommen-
dations relating to such other housing, real property, 
and community development issues as it may be called 
to consider or as may be desirable. 

Hayes serves as a Senior Housing Executive in the 
District of Columbia Government in Washington D.C., 
responsible for the realignment and redevelopment of 
all forms of publicly funded affordable and workforce 

housing. 
In August of 2019, he was ap-

pointed to the Virginia Housing 
Commission by Governor Ralph 
Northam. In addition, he is the 
current Vice Chairman and the At 
Large appointee to the Loudoun 
County Planning Commission. 

Hayes has worked in every as-
pect of real estate development, 
including site assemblage, design, 
project financing, and project man-
agement. As a public official, he has 
successfully worked on complex 
development issues involving entitlements, histor-
ic preservation, Low-income Tax Credits, New Market 
Tax Credits (public subsidies), Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF), and mixed-use development. 

He is experienced at navigating and solving municipal 
and political issues that impact development projects. 
He has built a career on his ability to create and imple-

ment public/private partnerships 
for the purpose of financing and 
completing economic develop-
ment projects.  Hayes spent more 
than eight years on Capitol Hill, 
serving in a variety of leadership 
roles for Members of Congress, 
specifically serving as Associate 
Staff for the Sub-committee on 
Commerce, Justice, State Appro-
priations for New York Congress-
man Jose E. Serrano (D); Chief of 
Staff for Texas Congresswom-
an Eddie Bernice Johnson (D); 

Legislative Director for Indiana Congresswoman Julia 
Carson (D) and Staff Assistant to Indiana Congressman 
Peter J. Visclosky (D). As a state and local government 
official, he served in the administrations of Washington, 
DC Mayor Adrian M. Fenty; Gary, Indiana Mayor Karen 
Freeman-Wilson; and Washington, DC Mayor Muriel 
Bowser. 

Hayes reappointed to the Virginia Housing Commission

GOVERNMENT
Forest Hayes, with the support of 
his family, takes the Oath of Office 
with Virginia Secretary of State, Kelly 
Thomasson.
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115 N. 21ST ST. 

PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132 
 

OFFICES ALSO LOCATED IN: 
LEESBURG, MIDDLEBURG, ASHBURN 

Thinking of SELLING a property? 
Thinking of BUYING a property? 

Selling Homes, Farms and Land 

Contact Marcy TODAY! 

LICENSED IN VA & WV 

GOVERNMENT

On Aug. 21, Congresswoman Jennifer 
Wexton (D-VA-10) toured small businesses 
in Loudoun County to hear firsthand about 
their challenges with the COVID-19 crisis 
and how they’ve been helped by federal re-
lief funding.

 Wexton visited Hope Flower Farm in 
Waterford, Harpers Ferry Brewing in Hill-

sboro, and Wild Wood 
restaurant in Leesburg. 
Wexton also stopped at 

the Keys Gap Trailhead on the Appalachian 
Trail in Blue Ridge to talk about the impor-
tance of the  Great American Outdoors 
Act to conservation efforts along the Trail.

As with so many businesses, Evan and 
Holly Chapple, who own Hope Flower 
Farm, lost most of their revenue for the 
year due to the challenges from COVID. 
The Paycheck Protection Program helped 
them immediately – for their employees. 

Wexton discussed her work in Congress 
during the COVID-19 crisis to make relief 
programs accessible to Virginia small busi-
nesses, including her sending letters on 
behalf of local businesses to support their 
applications for federal loans and grants. 

All of the small business owners that 
Wexton met with received federal assis-
tance to help them through this crisis, as 
have thousands of businesses in Loudoun 
County. Wexton has  pushed for transpar-

ency in the distribution of small business 
relief funding, and ensuring that minori-
ty-owned businesses are not shut out of 
these programs.

Wexton toured Harpers Ferry Brewing, 
taking in the amazing views and speak-
ing with the owner Ronda, about the ways 
the brewery is adapting to COVID-19 and 
preparing in case things may need to close 
once again. As the founder of the biparti-
san Agritourism Caucus in Congress, Wex-
ton remarked that it was great to see agri-
tourism businesses in Virginia’s 10th Con-
gressional District, like the farm brewery, 
find ways to continue doing business in a 
safe way.

She finished her tour at Wild Wood Piz-
za Leesburg and spoke with owner Curtis, 
and other staff over lunch. Like Hope Flow-
er Farm and Harpers Ferry Brewing, Wild 
Wood received federal emergency loans 
from the Paycheck Protection Program 
in the early months of the pandemic, but 
the Congresswoman agreed those funds 
alone wouldn’t be enough to get local 
restaurants through this prolonged cri-
sis. They discussed some possible actions 
Congress could take, including the bipar-
tisan RESTAURANTS Act that Wexton is a 
cosponsor of. It would provide emergen-
cy grants for restaurants facing financial 
challenges from COVID.

Wexton Tours Loudoun 
small businesses impacted 
by COVID-19

Left: Congresswoman 
Jennifer Wexton, and 
Holly Chapple.

Above, L to R: Holly, Congresswoman Jennifer Wexton, and Evan Chapple at 
Hope Flower Farm.
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GOVERNMENT

The Town of Middleburg has entered 
into a Letter of Intent with Salamander 
Middleburg MUV, LLC to acquire 0.597 
acres of land, located immediately be-
hind the existing Town Office, as a part 

of its plan for the fu-
ture construction of a 
new Town Hall build-

ing on the existing Town Office site.  Un-
der the terms of the LOI approved by the 
Town Council, Salamander will give the 
Town the property for a total price of $1.  
The property would be used for the con-
struction of public parking, sidewalks 
and landscaping, with the new Town 
Hall being constructed on property al-
ready owned by the Town.

“Under the terms of Salamander’s re-
zoning proffers from 2007, Salamander 
was required to provide the Town with 
property for the construction of a new 
Town Hall building; however, the iden-
tified property was further to the north.  
With the  cooperation of Salamander, we 
will be able to relocate the proffered site 
so it will be contiguous with our existing 
property, allowing the Town to contin-

ue to utilize its current location, reduce 
the overall cost of the project in the long 
term, and continue to serve residents in 
the most effective way possible,” said 
Mayor Bridge Littleton.

In 2017, the Town Council identified 
the construction of a new Town Hall as 
one of its strategic priorities.  This was 
the result of a number of factors, includ-
ing that the current Town Office, built 
in 1964, is too small to effectively pro-
vide services to the community and to 
house the Town staff; the Town is leas-
ing separate office space for the Police 
Department, which is disconnected from 
the rest of the Town operations; and the 
existing Town Office building has un-
dergone three mold remediation events, 
creating health concerns for those 
spending extended time in the space. 

 The Town contracted with PMA Ar-
chitects to conduct a space needs study 
to identify how much space is required 
to meet the Town’s existing operation-
al and staffing needs, to plan for future 
needs to best serve the public, and to 
provide usable public gathering spaces.  
The Town then explored at least eight 

possible locations to ensure it pursued 
the project in the most viable, cost effec-
tive manner before identifying the exist-
ing location as its preferred site.

In addition to meeting the Council’s 
strategic initiative of the construction of 
a new Town Hall, the project would ad-
dress needs identified by the community 
and included in Middleburg’s 2019 Com-
prehensive Plan, such as the need for 
more public parking, the need for a Vil-
lage Green space, and the need for more 
public meeting space for use by all mem-
bers of the community. In particular, the 
proposed Village Green would be made 
available for use by the Town for various 
community events and activities.

Once the pandemic has passed, the 
Town may have an opportunity to save 
money both in the form of interest rate 
savings and in lower construction costs 
that may not be experienced ever again.

“We want to make sure we position 
ourselves to take full advantage of any 
and all possible cost savings when the 
time is right,” said Councilmember Peter 
Leonard-Morgan, the Council’s commu-
nity liaison for the Town Hall project.  

“Doing low-cost concept planning work 
at this time is prudent from a long-term 
perspective.  To that end, the Town has 
been working to complete the site acqui-
sition phase of the project so we will be 
prepared for the future.  I want to assure 
the community that the Council will not 
take any action to advance the construc-
tion project until we are confident of our 
revenue projections and that the timing 
is right.  We will also plan community 
outreach efforts to make sure the public 
is informed and engaged in the design 
process before moving forward with any 
construction plans.”

 The next phase of the project includes 
finalizing the land acquisition and for-
mally issuing a request for proposals 
for architectural and engineering. At 
this time, all funds are coming from the 
Town’s Fund Balance, which has a cur-
rent balance in excess of the Town’s fis-
cal policy guidelines. Future financings 
will be pursued at the appropriate time 
to take advantage of low interest rates.

More information can be found on the 
Town’s website at: www.middleburgva.
gov/TownHall.

Town of Middleburg announces proposal  
to acquire land for future town hall project 
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Come Walk with Us 
 Lansdowne Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

Thursday, September 24, 2020 

Actual Walk between 11:30 am to 2 pm 
-  One (1) mile walk to fit your schedule     -  

   Social distancing & mask required 

Walk the Lansdowne Heights Campus, Leave with a  
Team Photo, Lunch to Go by  

Cost: $25 a walker 
Benefits the Alzheimer’s Association, NCA 

Walk Location 
19520 Sandridge Way, Lansdowne, VA 20176 

703/936.7300 

Event Sponsors 

Lansdowne Walk to End Alzheimer’s  
19520 Sandridge Way, Lansdowne, VA 20176 

September 24, 2020 - Walk between 11:30 am to 2 pm (1-mile walk) 
Cost - $25 – Money benefits the Alzheimer’s Association 

The benefit to you: Walk, Lunch to Go, Team Photo, Sense of Pride 
Make your own personal donation or ask others.    Have checks made out to   
Alzheimer’s Association, NCA.  Questions – call Sonya Amartey at 
703/766.9025.  Money turned in day of walk – 9/24/2020. 

RSVP BY SEPTEMBER 21, 2020

Note:  The Alzheimer’s Association will hold its virtual walk on Sunday, 
September 27th.  We want to do a regular walk around our campus to benefit the 
Alzheimer’s Association and its programs and services to the community.  Join us! 
We want to make a difference and foster more awareness during this pandemic.  
Families and caregivers are still challenged by this disease.  

Your Name:                        

Address: 

City:     State:  Zip: 

Company or Team Name: 

Cell (      )   Email: 

Contributor(s)     Amount Given 
  

Total Collected:    $
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Cost: $25 a walker

Walk the Lansdowne Heights Campus,  
Leave with a Team Photo, Lunch to Go by 

Dulles Town Crossing
George Washington

FEATURING:

WINTER BUILD SALE

• Commercial  
•  Suburban 
•  Unique

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Begin your search today 
                      at ClearyBuilding.com             

If you can dream it, we can build it

• Home
• Farm  
• Horse  

NEW LOCATION 

IN REMINGTON!

203 N. Franklin St. 
REMINGTON, VA

540-216-7695

Planning Commissioners reassert 
control in Purcellville 
“Let us do our job”
BY VALERIE CURY

The Aug. 6 Purcellville Planning Com-
mission meeting started with Town Man-
ager David Mekarski and Town Attorney 
Sally Hankins, presenting eight questions 
they wanted to discuss with commission-
ers. The questions were general discus-

sion topics, for exam-
ple, is the zoning ordi-
nance easy to interpret 

and understand, and what is the biggest 
negative outcome resulting from the cur-
rent zoning ordinance, to name a few.  

Purcellville Town Council and Planning 
Commissioner member Stan Milan said 
he was under the impression that “we 
were going to start with the zoning,” and 
he indicated that going over questions 
would take up too much time. “It took five 
years to get the [Town’s] comp plan out. 
We need to address the comp plan and 
the current zoning … and move forward … 
We have been kicking this can down the 
road.”

Commissioner Boo Bennett said, “I 
really don’t want to hear the eight ques-
tions. I am very concerned about what’s 
going on here …the Planning Commis-
sion is seven people and staff from the 
planning department.” Bennett pointed 
out that in the three years she has served 
on the Planning Commission, the Town 
Manager and Town Attorney have only at-
tended meetings a handful of times, when 
their attendance was requested.

“We have a job to do, and quite frank-
ly from all the emails I saw this week, the 
suggested reading, the pronouns “we and 
our,” and not from the commissioners. 
Let us do our job. I do not want to hear 
these questions … We haven’t seen these 
questions beforehand. We could be here 
for days, and this could go on for months 
– when we could be addressing the zoning 
ordinance – which is not a comprehensive 
rewrite.  We are amending it to the Com-
prehensive Plan. We are certified, and we 
took classes. Let us do our job, and you get 
involved at some point. We are appointed, 
and we are to serve the citizens, and we 
are to deal with the zoning ordinance,” 
Bennett said. 

Planning Commissioner Nan Forbes 
echoed Bennett’s concerns, saying that 
the Commission needed to identify its 
priorities quickly. “Where does the zoning 
ordinance not fit with the comp plan? … 
Let’s get started.”

Stan Milan – appointed to the PC by 
newly-reelected Mayor Kwasi Fraser, not-
ed that he would have preferred that the 
Commission have been presented with 
these ideas prior to the meeting so that 

the members would have had an idea of 
which way to go. “We will spend most of 
our time listening to Sally’s presentation, 
and then have to waste time coming back 
to the second meeting of this month to 
determine which direction,” he said. ‘We 
are going on two months now, and we ha-
ven’t even begun to look at anything. Like 
I said before, I was under the impression 
that we were choosing one district – the 
most vulnerable one – and bring the comp 
plan associated with that district, and 
making appropriate headway to correct 
those items that were in contention.

“We are not rewriting the zoning from 
scratch.,” he continued.  “If we have legal 
questions, we would bring in Sally and 
the Town Manager. The burden is on our 
shoulders to maintain the will of the peo-
ple, and stay within the confines of the 
comp plan, and correct the discrepancies 
in the zoning.”

August 20 PC Meeting

Each Planning Commissioner chose a 
different Town zoning district to focus on 
in the recent Aug. 20 meeting, to come 
back with recommendations at the next 
meeting in September. Each Commis-
sioner has been assigned a different dis-
trict:  Milan has Downtown South, Ed Ne-
ham has the West End, Nedim Ogelman 
has East Main Street, Chip Paciulli has 
Hirst East, Stosh Kowalski has Downtown 
North, Nan Forbes has the East End, and 
Boo Bennett has Hirst West.

Their goals are to look at boundaries, 
get familiar with their assigned area, read 
through the comp plan for the specific 
section, and look at current zoning. They 
will consider what the area should look 
like from a land use perspective, and con-
sider anything they do or do not want to 
see in an area, based on citizen input.

The vulnerable areas for development 
or redevelopment were identified as fol-
lows: 

• Downtown South – zoned C-4 and 
planned for Mixed Use Neigh-
borhood Scale. This includes 21St 
Street where there is a site plan for 
Vineyard Square, and 140 W. Main 
Street – where the Shell Station is 
located (it consists of 1.25 acres). 
Three properties on Hatcher Street 
are vulnerable.

• Downtown North – zoned C-4 and 
planned for neighborhood scale. The 
area includes numbers 226, 230, 240, 
and 250 (The Dillon House) N. 21st 
Street (Cardinal Concrete). 

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

SEPTEMBER 2020  BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY  |  www.BlueRidgeLeader.com 11



Loudoun farms and ag-
riculture-based businesses 
got a boost on Friday, Aug. 
28, as Virginia Gov. Ralph 
Northam awarded a $20,000 
Agriculture and Forestry In-
dustries Development grant to 
Loudoun Economic Develop-
ment in support of the Loudoun 
Made Loudoun Grown Market-
place.

The Marketplace, launched in mid-
April during the COVID-19 statewide 

lockdown, provides 
a direct, online link 
between farmers and 

their customers. Farmers set their own 
prices, delivery, and pick-up locations, 
and 100 percent of proceeds go directly 
to the farmers.

The platform, which is powered by Lo-
cal Line, charges a flat monthly fee for 
farms to sell on the platform. Loudoun 
Economic Development initially com-
mitted to sponsoring the first six months 
of use, which would have run through the 
end of September. The AFID grant fund-
ing will be used for advertising, technical 
assistance, and establishing drop-off lo-
cations.

To browse and shop from the Loudoun 

Made Loudoun Grown Marketplace, vis-
it LoudounFarms.org/Marketplace.

“Agriculture plays a key role within our 
local economy, generating jobs, fueling 
Loudoun’s tourism industry, providing  
residents access to high-quality prod-
ucts, and giving Loudoun a unique asset 
within the region. But farms can’t exist 
without customers,” Loudoun Economic 
Development Executive Director Buddy 
Rizer said. “At a time when restaurants, 
hotels and other bulk buyers were unable 
to make wholesale purchases from farms, 
the Marketplace gave Loudoun farms ac-
cess to a retail audience.

“This AFID grant allows us to expand 
our vendor list, increase the market-
ing and development, and fund more 
#LoudounPossible business opportuni-
ties.”

More than 660 products are currently 

BY LAURA LONGLEY
In a bold and aggressive move, the Loudoun 

County Board of Supervisors abruptly in-
formed the Loudoun County Library Board of 
Trustees in late August of plans for the immi-
nent conversion of Rust and Ashburn public 
libraries into child care centers, effective Aug. 
31. The child care center plan will provide ser-
vices to children (K-6) of Loudoun County gov-
ernment employees, including public school 
teachers, for the 2020-21 school year. County 
Parks, Recreation and Community Services 
staff will oversee the centers.

Loudoun Public Library Board of Trustees 
Chairman Denis Cotter said he had been told 
of the decision just days ago by Loudoun Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis Randall 
(D-At Large) and Supervisor Tony Buffington 
(R-Blue Ridge).

According to library employees who spoke 
on background with the Blue Ridge Leader, the 
move by the Board of Supervisors was appar-
ently intended to draw down CARES Act fund-

ing. “That is understandable, but to use the 
libraries—and on a week’s notice to the staff—
subverted any input from the library admin-
istration. The Board of Supervisors even ad-
mitted to sending in a building design team to 
assess the space, without notifying the branch 
managers they were there.”

In an emergency meeting on Aug. 28, Chair-
man Cotter and other members of the Library 
Board discussed alternative solutions to the 
child care proposal. But the Library Board’s in-
fluence is limited because it reports to the 
Board of Supervisors.

“Rust and Ashburn patrons will not be able 
to enter either branch due to the Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors’ decision to uti-
lize the buildings as child care facilities for the 
upcoming school year,” the library system said.

Not surprisingly, the libraries’ Facebook pag-
es have lit up with outcries from patrons who 
use the libraries as spaces for work, study, and 
quiet.

Rust, Ashburn libraries to serve 
as child care centers for County 
employees
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We take care
of your trees

• Tree trimming
• Tree removal
• Stump grinding

530 E. G Street • Purcellville, VA 20132
540-338-5714  •  Cell 540-454-0514

arbogast6@aol.com

“We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal”
NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING • METAL • COPPER

SHINGLES • SLATE • RUBBER • GUTTER

540-687-6747
www.virginiaproroofing.com

Loudoun bolsters online farm marketplace 
with $20,000 Virginia AFID Grant

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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For Produce and Farm Updates
Call (540) 338-6642 or visit

www.CrookedRunOrchard.com
Across from Harris Teeter Shopping Center on

Main Street Purcelville, right after the Traffic Circle

Apples, Cider 
and Limited 
Asian PearsIt’s not as old as black and white film, 

but the Piedmont Environmental Coun-
cil’s Annual Photo Contest, now in its 
twelfth year, has begun, with the deadline 
for submissions Sept. 30. In honor of the 
fiftieth anniversary of Virginia Scenic Riv-

ers act, this year the 
PEC has added a Won-
derful Waters category 

featuring rivers, lakes, streams, and other 
waterways, along with categories for shots 
of native plants and wildlife, bucolic views, 
and downtown streetscapes.

Details for this year’s Annual PEC Photo 
Contest: Photos must be taken within Al-
bemarle (and Charlottesville), Clarke, Cul-
peper, Fauquier, Greene, Loudoun, Madi-
son, Orange, or Rappahannock County.

Adults may enter up to six photos in 
each of the following three categories:

• Beautiful Landscapes or Streets-
capes

• Native Plants and Wildlife
• Wonderful Waters

Young photographers (17-years-old and 
younger) can enter up to six photos in:

• Youth Category (photos can be of 
landscapes, streetscapes, wildlife, 
farms, or anything connected to the 
environment here in the Piedmont)

The contest is open to everyone with 
the exception of PEC staff and immediate 
family. Finalists will be announced in No-
vember. The rules and guidelines can all 
be found at www.pecva.org/photocontest. 
Contestants should read the full Terms & 
Conditions before submitting their pho-
tos. Contestants may also email questions 
to photos@pecva.org.

Photos should be submitted via Flickr.
com. Submitting photos via Flickr greatly 
increases the staff’s ability to manage the 
contest efficiently; and it makes the pho-
tos accessible and searchable throughout 
the year. Step-by-step instructions on how 
to use Flickr are posted on the PEC’s web-
page.

After the deadline, PEC staff and guest 
judges will choose finalists in each of the 
categories. Then, the PEC will put those 
photos up for a public vote online to deter-
mine the winners.

Each of the finalists will receive a free 
PEC membership and have their work 
featured in upcoming online or print PEC 
publications. The winners of each adult 
category will receive a $75 gift certificate 
to a nearby Buy Fresh Buy Local restaurant. 
The Youth Category winner will receive a 
$75 gift card for iTunes, the Google Play 
Store, or Amazon.

COMMUNITY

Save the date – it’s that time of year 
again for the Purcellville Tag Sale. On 
Saturday, Oct. 10 join the community for 
a day of fun, shopping, and deals. Oh, and 

treasures, too.
 The Purcellville 

Tag sale is perfect for 
the hunter, collector, picker, and hoarder 
in us all. The event starts bright and ear-
ly at 8 a.m. and goes to 6 p.m. – rain or 
shine.

   All vendors wanted. Go to Purcellvil-
leVaTagSale.com to sign up. This year the 
Purcellville Tag Sale is organized by Silas 
Redd, owner of Nostalgia Boutique locat-
ed at 142 E. Main Street, Purcellville, VA. 

20132. Said Redd, “I am happy to carry on 
Purcellville’s tradition of the Town wide 
tag sale. It’s always exciting to find fab-
ulous treasures from vendors and local 
businesses.”

Sign up today at PurcellvilleVaTagSale.
com. The cut off day to sign up is Fri-
day, Sept. 25. Hurry. The first 40 to sign 
up will be listed on the printed map. 
But no worries – everyone who signs up 
will be listed on the website. Text Silas 
at 540 751-8252 with questions or email 
him at ShopAtNostalgia@gmail.com. 
It’s time to get our “stuff” ready to sell at     
Purcellville Tag Sale, Saturday, Oct. 10 – 
rain or shine.

Purcellville Tag Sale – Saturday Oct. 
10 Rain or Shine

COMMUNITY

PEC’s Annual 
Photo Contest 
for youth 
and adults is 
underway

Cass Girvin taken at the Beaver Creek Reservoir in Albemarle – one of the 2019 winners.
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Tuskie's Is Back In Business With The Beer Dinners!!! 

We are traveling cross Country to celebrate our favorite 

Breweries And Flavors From The West Coast!

 tuskies.com • 703 771 9300        203 Harrison Street, Leesburg, VA 20175

West Coast
BEER DINNER

September 23 At 7pm       $100 All Inclusive

BY LAURA LONGLEY

The Blue Ridge Leader’s long-
time columnist Samuel Moore-Sobel 
opens Can You See My Scars? with these 
words, “This is not a sto-
ry I ever wanted to write 
… ”

It begins on the first 
of September 2009, a 
week before 15-year-old 
Samuel would start his 
sophomore year at Stone 
Bridge High School. He 
wanted to earn some ex-
tra cash, so he decided to 
pick up one more odd job.

A man in the neighbor-
hood hired Samuel and a friend to move 
boxes and furniture from his garage to a 
storage unit. But when the boys arrived 
at the house, the work details changed. 
Instead of moving items from his garage 
to the storage unit, the man tasked them 
with emptying the storage unit and 
bringing items back to the house. That 
struck Samuel as strange, but he wrote 
it off: perhaps he’d misunderstood the 
neighbor in the first place? Once the 
storage unit was emptied, the neighbor 

informed the teens that they also would 
be emptying the truck of certain items 
and then loading it with various items 
from his garage. Samuel’s father called 

and said, “I think it’s time for 
you to leave,” but the man 
said he wanted the boys to 
clear out a shed. He said, “It’s 
just five, ten minutes down 
the road …” Samuel decided 
to stay.

Forty-five minutes later, 
they arrived at a woman’s 
house across the county 
line. Nervous, Samuel was 
unsure how to extricate 
himself from the situation. 

The house was located in a very seclud-
ed place, and the man was saying, “We 
have until nightfall.” Then the woman 
opened the shed, and Samuel saw it 
packed to the gills with all kinds of 
stuff. She instructed the boys to clear 
it out and put everything on a concrete 
slab nearby. A box filled with what 
looked like books and hay found its way 
into his hands. Following her instruc-
tions, Samuel tossed the box on the 
concrete, and the second it hit the slab 

it exploded. Instinc-
tively, Samuel closed 
his eyes, and then felt a 
substance hit his face. 
He felt like he was 
on fire. The pain was 
overwhelming. His 
friend convinced the 
man to call 911. Even-
tually, the ambulance 
arrived, and Samuel remembers that 
as he was lifted into the ambulance, he 
wondered whether this would be his last 
day on earth.

He was rushed to a nearby hospital, 
then medevacked to Washington Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

It was there that Samuel found out 
what had burned him: sulfuric acid in 
a mason jar at the bottom of the box. 
“Have you seen yourself yet?” an atten-
dant asked. A nurse nearby heard this 
exchange and tossed a mirror into the 
boy’s lap, and said, “Here, take a look.” 
Samuel was unprepared for what he saw 
next. His face looked like it had been 
caked in mud, with brown and black 
stains. He barely recognized himself.

At Children’s, he underwent debride-

ment surgery, where 
doctors try to scrape 
off dead skin to prevent 
infection. Less than 24 
hours later, the staff 
informed him and his 
parents that there was 
nothing left the doctors 
could do. The rest was up 
to him.

“My book opens with 
the accident,” explains 
Moore-Sobel, “but that 
is simply the beginning. 
As my recovery unfolds, 

I have to learn who I am in the wake 
of this tragedy. I ask questions such as, 
‘Who am I?’ and ‘Who do I want to be?’ 
I am thrust into a situation I feel unpre-
pared for. I eventually go to counseling 
and am told that I exhibit symptoms of 
depression and PTSD. I have suicidal 
ideations, and I wonder whether life is 
worth living.

“Yet two things get me through,” 
he continues. “The first was the love 
of my parents, brother, and sister. I 
determined not to act on my suicidal 
thoughts because I didn’t want to hurt 
them. The accident had caused them 
enough pain. Secondly, I was deter-
mined to survive so I could share this 
story with others. A few weeks after the 

Samuel Moore-Sobel’s memoir Can  
You See My Scars? is published Sept. 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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www.paulvi.net | @paulvicatholic

WE’RE HOME! 
 

42341 Braddock Road, Chantilly VA

 
Questions about Paul VI?
Email ehanley@paulvi.net

Don’t wait.  Join in the fun.  Tickets for 
the annual Middleburg Film Festival can be 
purchased at middleburgfilm.org.  The final 
schedule will be announced in October.

The Middleburg Film Festival is approach-
ing its tenth year.  And, it has never been bet-
ter.

Nothing beats the MFF for its bountiful 
entertainment, exquisite setting, spectacu-

lar films and big names.  
Nothing.

This year’s films in-
clude: Green Book, Roma, The Favourite, Can 
You Ever Forgive Me, Cold War, Shoplifter, 
Capernaum, Never Look Away, Free Solo, and 
Biggest Little Farm.

Thirty-eight Oscar nominations are among 
the 28 films to be screened.  According to fes-
tival organizers, films, activities, and person-
alities will include: “Three for Best Picture 
and all five of the Foreign Language nomi-
nees … Special guests [such as] actors Viggo 
Mortensen, Maggie Gyllenhaal, and Yalitza 

Arpacio … directors Peter Farrelly, Jason Re-
itman, Joel Edgerton, Nadine Labaki, and Pe-
ter Hedges … songwriter Diane Warren … and 
film composer Kris Bowers.”

Organizers note that “the festival is strug-
gling to adjust to the nationwide changes and 
limitations posed by COCVID-19 … ”

But, MFF is resilient in its wake. “Everyone’s 
health and safety during these uncertain and 
challenging times have been paramount in 
our planning.

“MFF2020 will be a virtual (online) festival 
combined with outdoor, socially-distanced 
screenings,” they say.

“Our outdoor, evening film screenings will 
include at least one drive-in and a large screen 
on the grand lawn of the Salamander Resort 
in Middleburg. Both our virtual and outdoor 
screenings will feature the carefully curated 
slate that our filmgoers have come to expect 
– including ‘Oscar buzz’ films, international 
features, independent gems and fascinating 
documentaries.”

If you want the best spa experience and 
treatment for you, oops, I mean your dog-
gie, consider making an appointment at 
Purcellville’s own Doggie Wash, located at 
609 E. Main Street, Unit W, 540 338-9554.

Ray and Keriann, the new owners, love 
their work, “We love 
what we do, and treat 
every client like fam-

ily.” They offer facials, mud baths with 
massage, charcoal and keratin treat-
ments, and in fact a huge line of show dog 
quality products. Baths and grooming are 
available for all breeds and all sizes are 
welcome. They also offer grooming, hair-
cuts, de shedding toe nail clipping and 
more. Curb side pickup is available.

Middleburg Film Festival goes 
virtual Oct. 15 – 18, 2020

Treat your best friend to Purcellville’s 
Doggie Wash

Watson (pictured left) and Cian are 
selling bracelets for a charity on Main 
Street in Purcellville throughout Sep-
tember. They are Loudoun Knights 10U 

hockey players from 
ION International 
Training Center in 

Leesburg, and have picked the charity 
Players Against Hate. The charity Play-
ers Against Hate, works to increase racial 
injustice awareness and change for ice 
hockey.

 Said Watson, “We should all respect 
each other, no matter where we come 
from or what we look like. We love hock-
ey, so we wanted to support Players 
Against Hate by selling these bracelets.” 

When you see them on Main Street, stop 
by! “No matter what, anyone should be 
able to play hockey. There is no hate in 
hockey, only fun,” said Cian.

Local Hockey players sell bracelets for charity

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
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PURCELLVILLE 
CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL  
DRY CLEANING 

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS – ALL KINDS

WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS

HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 • MON-FRI 7-7, SAT 8-6
SHOP 'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.

609-C EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE

Same Day 
Service

PIANO LESSONS

children & adults
CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

Now giving on-line lessons

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln 
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling   
540-287-1970 any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 9-30-20

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

COVID-19 U.S. Honor Quilt project. “For more than 
200 years,” she explains, “quilts have been part of the 
fabric of this nation. They are collaborative in nature, 
community-based, inter-generational, and often 
represent those whom history has overlooked. By 
their nature, quilts are nurturing and provide com-
fort as in the Mourning Quilts and the Quilts of Valor.”

When she settled on plan, Canney quickly went to 
work rounding up support and enlisting the help of 
the Loudoun Arts Council and the Artistic Fuel Foun-
dation. She is inviting local artists and community 
members to paint 10 x 10-inch quilt panels to honor 
first responders, capture the experience of the pan-
demic, or memorialize someone lost to COVID-19.  

Once the panels are curated and volunteers have 
sewn them together, the quilts may be displayed 
outdoors in COVID-safe environments, offered at 
auctions to raise funds for those affected by the pandemic, or 
mounted in the business locations of corporate sponsors. Ex-
tra fabric can go into masks for communities at risk or those 
unable to get masks for protection. Canney is also working 
with a developer to create a database so individuals can upload 

a digital panel and description of those being memorialized.  
Meanwhile, Rep. Andre Carson (D-Ind.) has put forward a 

bill for a similar project, also inspired by the AIDS quilt, under 
the auspices of the Smithsonian and the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Bipartisan support is uncertain, but Carson’s ini-

tiative could generate valuable public interest 
and participation in the COVID-19 U.S. Honor 
Quilt. 

For now, Phase I of the project is focused on 
an upcoming display at the Loudoun Arts Film 
Festival, Sept. 10-13 and 17-19, at Canney’s 50 
West Vineyards near Middleburg. For more in-
formation, including templates and directions for 
creating and submitting quilt squares, visit covi-
d19ushonorquilt.org. Squares may be mailed or 
dropped off to Loudoun Arts, 215 Depot Court SE, 
2nd floor, Leesburg, VA 20175, by 5 p.m. on or be-
fore Sept.14, for inclusion in the display. Squares 
will be accepted for Phase 2 of the project through 
the end of the year.

And so, has Canney’s quilt project lived up to 
her mother’s expectations? 

Phyllis Liedtke calls it a “marvelous idea” even 
while admitting she doesn’t have a clue about 

quilting. Nevertheless, Liedtke has already assembled a panel 
with the help of her husband and residents of their Florida re-
tirement community. It features a beach with a palm tree and 
a message of thanks to their caregivers.

COVID CANNEY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Non Surgical Face-lift or Liposuction
Mommy Make-Overs

Free Consultation
$120 per Treatment, First Treatment 50% off

www.TopCoatNailSpa.net   (703) 297-7919

Cow 

Shares
Eggs 

Chicken & Duck 
$3 dozen

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets 
Springdale Village Inn and Farm

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Cow Shares  
540-454-6403

FARM

Call Jose Guevara at (540) 514-8042
YirehsLawnService@gmail.com

Y I R E H ’S 
L A W N  S E R V I C E

Weekly Mowing - Shrub Trimming and Mulching  
Planting - Pressure Washing 

Gutter – Window and House Cleaning

Let Yireh be your provider.
"Yireh" - The Lord Will Provide

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER
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39810 CHARLES TOWN PIKE, WATERFORD   (703) 727-2395 

MON-FRI 11-6, SAT-SUN 9-6MON-FRI 11-6, SAT-SUN 9-6

CHRISTM
AS TREES • NUTS • ELDERBERRY TEA 

CHRISTM
AS TREES • NUTS • ELDERBERRY TEA 

•  PUMPKINS • TURKEYS • ORGANIC MEATS • HONEY •  •  PUMPKINS • TURKEYS • ORGANIC MEATS • HONEY •  

WE’RE OPEN...  WE’RE OPEN...  
EASY TO GET TO!EASY TO GET TO!

WWeessttbboouunndd  77::  EExxiitt  RRttee..  99,,  
EEaassttbboouunndd  77::  TTaakkee  HHaammiillttoonn  SSttaatitioonn  NNoorrtthh  ttoo  RRttee..  99

Your Roof Done Right!
Best price, artisan workmanship,  
in your timeframe!
Roofing
Siding
Windows
Gutters
Doors
Repairs

AST Roofing & Home 
Improvements
Call 571-233-8175 for FREE ESTIMATE

Ask about our Customer Loyalty Program
Hail, storm damage insurance claim specialists

The Heart of Purcellville Beats  The Heart of Purcellville Beats  
at the Hardware Cafeat the Hardware Cafe

Stop in starting Sept. 5Stop in starting Sept. 5
Share a tasty sandwich,  Share a tasty sandwich,  

coffee, cakes,  coffee, cakes,  
cupcakes, ice cream  cupcakes, ice cream  
with good friends!with good friends!

Right Neighborly Right Neighborly 
to Nichol’s to Nichol’s 

Hardware atHardware at
131 N 21st St, 131 N 21st St, 
PurcellvillePurcellville

(540) 338-7131(540) 338-7131

Advertise 
your local 
business 

advertise@blueridgeleader.com

LOUDOUN COUNTY'S LARGEST CONSIGNMENT HOME DECOR AND FASHION BOUTIQUE 

ANNUAL SUMMER CLEARANCE SALE! 

50% OFF 
SUMMER CLOTHES/ 

Discount off original price. Sales ends 9/22/20

RE-L�VE rr 
A consiGnment ShOPPe 

HOME DECOR. CLOTHING BOUTIQUE • AND MORE 

CLOTHING FOR 
THE WHOLE 

FAMILY! 

540. 7 51.0707 www.reloveit.com 138 North 21st Street, Purcellville 
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the Snycytavir story broke. They made millions.
The Fox researcher, Matthew Elston, took the news to his 

boss, Tucker Carlson. Carlson fretted for a day and began 
his next show with a hang-dog expression as he reported 
truthfully about the scam. That slammed shut the door on 
Trump’s reelection chances; Biden won.

There was, however, one more post-election event more 
important than the election itself.

Antifa Nightmare

Commander Leora Schwartz skippered the U.S. frigate 
Crommelin up New York harbor towards the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard. It had been a long cruise from the Pacific so at dusk 
Schwartz gave her crew a slow tour around the Statue of 
Liberty. The ship’s radar and other sensors showed nothing 
unusual. That was fatal.

An old Boston Whaler was nearby, the boat provided by 
Antifa. It rode low in the water and was impossible to see 
in the paling light, and invisible to the frigate’s sensors. 
Hidden under a tarp was a Russian-made 9-K32 missile. 
America would soon lose its iconic torch-bearing symbol of 
welcome. Four Antifa members, clad in black, were aboard. 
One steered while the others undraped the missile, raised 
its nose to firing level and took aim at the Statue of Liberty. 
Fire! 

Their aim was off and missed the statue, instead plowing 
into the vertical face of the Crommelin’s superstructure. 
The warhead had a delay fuse and exploded deep inside the 
warship. Schwartz radioed an SOS.  The damage was cata-
strophic and her ship was sinking fast. She gave the terri-
ble “abandon ship” order and walked to the flying bridge. 
If need be, she would be the last sailor off.  Half the crew 
failed to escape and Commander Schwartz went down with 
her ship.  

The president launched a retaliatory strike against Iran, 

which the National Security Council believed had commit-
ted the atrocity. Cruise missiles rained down on Tehran, Is-
fahan and Qum; almost a million Iranians were dead. The 
president’s move outraged much of the world and domestic 
opinion was equally divided. There were no apologies from 
the Oval Office, though.

Secession

Domestic chaos had diminished since the inauguration 
but quickly reignited. The president was startled at that re-
action and needed to deflect attention. A senior aide had 
been thinking about the cleavage in America and presented 
a monumental idea to the president. It would do much more 
than deflect.

The United States of America would divide itself into 
three countries. West America would be the three Pacific 
states plus Hawaii and Alaska. The northeast, from Pennsyl-
vania and Delaware north, would become East America. The 
remainder of the USA, the so-called Red States, had the ten-
tative name of “the Allied States of America.” There would 
be co-defense pacts, free trade agreements and so forth…
many, many details.

The president read it three times and saw its wisdom. 
Rather than imposing a federal edict, the president showed 
a populist streak, “Let each of them work it out. They’ll have 
to create separate constitutions, separate laws and separate 
economies. I don’t want to micromanage all that stuff.”  

The president also pondered a personal question, “What 
will I do?”

Finally, it was clear. The first job was to sell the plan to 
America, making the analogy of a bad marriage heading for 
divorce and staying involved until the secessions were fi-
nalized and then resign. After all, the USA would no longer 
exist.

The plan was announced to the country in a prime-time 

debt is $53.8 million as of July 1, 2020.”
Lazaro says that selling the Town’s utility system 

to an entity that has a lower bond rating than the 
Town’s is not a good idea. Which is why Fraser has, 
again, found other ways to preserve the Town’s 
stellar bond rating – AAA Rating from Standard 
and Poor’s. Lazaro also brings up Aqua’s poor con-
sumer ratings, and other reports and profiles that 
question financial and management strength.  
Again, not an issue, since outside ownership of 
Town utilities by Aqua was nixed.

Lazaro ended his recent op ed by reminding all 
that the Town’s utility assets belong to the people, 
and should not be in the hands of a private com-
pany.  Again, the issue is moot, since outside own-
ership was nixed by Mayor Fraser and the Town 
Council.

We think Lazaro should explain to the people 
of Purcellville why he saddled them with over $40 
million in new debt … and then step back and let 
the man who has reduced that debt by over $7 mil-
lion to run the show.

That $7 million is now in the pockets of the peo-
ple, with water flowing and utilities humming in 
Purcellville, as they always have.

At the very end of his recent op ed, the former 
Mayor got real, saying: “Newlre-elected Mayor 
Kwasi Fraser, at the helm in Purcellville for a fourth 
term now – and obviously quite popular with 
resident voters – agrees, as does his Town Coun-
cil.  Fraser and the Purcellville gave a unanimous 
hands thumbs down to Aqua Virginia’s unsolicited 
bid to take over …”

Those are, “Just the facts … sir.”  Thanks!

We won’t leave you powerless.

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWP
POWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that 
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

• Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
• Exterior Wood Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Honest and Dependable Mechanics
• Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing Siding and Decks
• Deck Staining and Sealing
• Drywall Repair
• Every Job Owner-Supervised
• Licensed and Insured
• FREE Estimates

Fall Ahead Not Behind
Let us do your painting.

We are committed to 
providing you with the 
best work and customer 
service available.

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 VIEW FROM THE RIDGE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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accident, I was lying awake in bed unable 
to sleep—after the accident, I suffered with 
insomnia for years. As I lay there, it came 
to me: I had to write a book. It was the only 
way I could make something good come 
out of something so terrible.”

Moore-Sobel took it one day at a time. 
He endured more than a dozen surger-
ies, including reconstructive, laser, and 
steroid injections, which have helped 
his face look better than he could have 
imagined. And he started writing. As 
luck would have it, he connected with 
the Blue Ridge Leader when his high 
school newspaper, Stone Bridge’s Bull-
dog Tribune, ran out of room for a story 
he’d written on voting in his first elec-
tion. He shopped it around, and after 
we said “yes” to the story, he came back, 
and asked if he might write a column. 
Some 80 columns later, Samuel is still 
engaging our readers with his perspec-
tive on our rapidly changing world.

He finished high school, went to 
George Mason University, where he 
earned a degree in government and 
international politics, landed good 
jobs, bought a condo in Leesburg, and 
committed to carrying on. “I wrote the 
book to help other people on their own 
journeys and to make sense of my own 
experience, and what happened to me.”

Epilogue: Over the last few years, 

however, there was one thought that 
continued to trouble Moore-Sobel, now 
26: Would any girl ever love him?

In December 2018, Samuel met a young 
woman, Megan, through mutual friends. 
“I know it sounds cheesy,” he laughed, 
“but it was love at first sight.” By August 
2019, they were engaged.  “I proposed to 
her at the top of the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial, which we had visited on our 
first date. I’d sent my brother ahead of us 
to light candles, but he needed help to fin-
ish before Megan and I arrived. Complete 
strangers came to his rescue and stood in 
front of the candles so they wouldn’t blow 
out in the wind. When I got down on one 
knee and proposed, everyone hollered, 
“What did she say?” I turned and shouted, 
“She said yes!”

Can You See My Scars? was published on 
Sept. 1, 2020.  It is available through the 
Mascot Books (https://mascotbooks.com) 
and on Amazon.com. Hardcover: $24.95. 
Samuel Moore-Sobel is currently giving 
presentations on the book throughout 
the Washington, D.C. area. He welcomes 
opportunities for book readings, signings, 
and talks with groups on those timeless 
questions about identity, suffering, pur-
pose, and ultimately what it means to be 
human. Readers can learn more about 
Samuel, and contact him by visiting his 
website: www.samuelmoore-sobel.com.
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permanent headquarters. The process 
has been going on for over a period of two 
years said Mekarski, who has been push-
ing for a new police station. 

Purcellville Police Chief Cynthia McAl-
ister said, “You know its near and dear to 
my heart.” She pointed out that the current 
space rented by the Town is too small and 
not secure for her staff. It has insufficient 
workstations, storage, security and space.

The Town Police Department has 23 
on staff, according to the current budget 
document (although a few positions are 
currently not filled). The aim is to get 
to raise the staff level to 32 over several 
years including four school resource offi-
cers and two detectives. 

The Sheriff’s office patrols the Town, 
and the Town uses the sheriff’s depart-
ment for detectives and numerous other 
services as needed. The police depart-
ment/public safety is 25.6 percent of the 
Town’s budget ($.24 cents on the dollar 
goes to the department). The FY 2021 
proposed budget has an increase in this 
department of $347,272. The budget is 
$3.027 million. Purcellville residents pay 
County taxes.

For the proposed permanent headquar-
ters locations, Moseley Architects present-
ed three: one at 36803 Allder School Road, 
one at 36716 W. Main Street, and one on the 
Stupar property. The three properties are 
vacant land. The plan envisions a building 
of 12,00 square feet. The size was deter-
mined by a questionnaire sent to the Chief 
and her staff to arrive “at an objective nu-
merical value,” said Bennett. 

Mekarski said land is going for $100,000 
per acre in Purcellville. However residen-
tial lots the size of a quarter acre are priced 
upwards of $100,000, and commercial un-
developed property is even more expen-
sive for less than a half an acre. Two vacant 
commercial parcels of less than an acre sold 
over five years ago for nearly $1 million.

Mekarski said that at the projected cost 
of $6.5 million, a 20-year loan would have 
estimated yearly payments of approxi-
mately $400,000 to $500,000. This would 
amount to $8 to $10 million over the 
loan’s term, not including the land cost. 

Bennett presented four possibilities for 
leasing, either permanently or tempo-
rarily. The Town can continue to lease in 
the Lowers Group building and increase 
the space. Currently the space the Town 
leases for the Police Department is 4,300 

square feet. The Town has an option to 
lease an additional 3,100 square feet for a 
total of 7,400 square feet. 

Mekarski is estimating $26. per square 
foot for leasing any space. That includes 
a triple net cost: maintenance, insurance, 
and taxes. He has also factored in an an-
nual build-out cost of $100,000 on any 
space that the Town would rent. 

The other three possibilities for lease 
are: the Pickwick building near Kings-
bridge off Main Street, Dragon Hops on 
Main Street (the old town hall) – which 
is for lease or sale ($2.9 million asking 
sale price), and the Pullen House on 20th 
Street across from the Bush Tabernacle. 
The Pullen house would have to be torn 
down and there is not ample parking.

“A million-dollar build-out renting 
does not give you the same as a new 
building,” said Mekarski. He said that the 
time to borrow is now. Bennett said that 
a police station, which is open 24 hours 
a day and is subject to abuse – has three 
times the normal wear and tear as a reg-
ular building.

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser asked 
Mekarski, “You just made a statement that 
the time to borrow is now … how do you 
know that …” Mekarski said the statement 
was from Davenport & Company, the 
Town’s financial advisor. Council Member 
Stan Milan asked if the “estimate includes 
the purchase of the land,” to which Ben-
nett said, “No it did not.” 

At the Town of Purcellville’s Aug. 25 
Town Council Meeting Kyle A. Laux of 
Davenport & Company presented a sce-
nario for the Town to borrow $3 million 
as a line of credit – “think of it as a liquid-
ity insurance policy” said Laux.  The loan 
would allow the Town to draw upon it as 
needed and protect the Town from sur-
prises. Laux also said that the loan could 
be used for the purchase of land and de-
sign for the police station.

Director of Finance, Liz Krens said, “We 
have over $20 million in liquid assets at 
this time, so we are very, very strong…” 
She also said that the Town sales tax rev-
enue for the month of June was $117,000, 
which was up $10,000 from June 2019.

Fraser said, “… It seems like the econo-
my is improving … So how do we sell this 
to the citizens that we need this insurance 
policy of $3 million unless we anticipate 
things are going to get worse?”

Laux suggested the Council vote on the 
matter at the Sept. 8 meeting. 

SUMMER SPECIAL

address from the Oval Office. Stunned si-
lence must have been everyone’s initial re-
action, but slowly the country saw that the 
tri-partite secession would work since the 
only alternative was fiery, unending dis-
cord. Domestic peace was at hand. 

The president, now ill and frail, was dei-
fied. Abraham Lincoln won praise by keep-
ing the union intact while the president 

won praise by dividing it.

Author’s Note: If you haven’t already figured 
it out, all of this is basically fiction. Ironically, 
the idea of secession has been broached for 
western Loudoun, first in 2005 and again in 
2012. 

Charles Houston developed office build-
ings in Atlanta, and has lived in Paeonian 
Springs for 20 years. 

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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One mother of three school-age 
children summarized many of the 
comments: “I think this is a poor de-
cision for all those in the public who 
would like to use the library. There 
are lower income residents who go 
to use internet. There are so many 
home school moms and teachers like 
me that use the library for teach-
ing resources … I think it’s sad that 
our local government is putting one 
group’s needs above other groups.”

But, as the Blue Ridge Leader went 
to press, it was clear that the decision 
would stand.

“Well, this is where I come 
in,” wrote Randall on social media. 
“The Loudoun County BOS will hear 
this issue at our meeting on Sept. 1. I 
won’t be coy; I’m voting in favor.

“The BOS is trying to provide ‘child 
care’ for our County and LCPS employ-
ees who have children in grades K-6. 
However, the goal is more monitoring 
than child care. They will bring their 
school work, Chrome books, etc.

“Why... the majority of County em-
ployees are essential. Fire and Rescue, 
Sheriff’s Dept, Mental and Behavioral 
Health Services, Court Services and 
even some Administration services. 
Our teachers are working, virtually 
yes, but working all the same. Speak-

ing only for myself, we can’t require 
people to work yet not see after their 
children. We are trying to use County 
facilities, so we can keep down costs. 
These two libraries are just two of the 
County facilities we are using, and 
we have no choice but to use them if 
we don’t want to spend funds leasing 
other, non-County owned facilities. 
The cost will be as minimal as pos-
sible and will only cover cost. There 
will not (and should not) be a profit.

“The minimum adult to child ratio 
is 10:1 Obviously, we observe all hy-
giene and social distance policies put 
forward by the CDC and VDOH.”

Randall concluded her post by not-
ing that any further comments can 
be sent to her at Phyllis.randall@
Loudoun.gov

The Loudoun County Public Library 
system includes nine branches plus a 
law library. Beginning Monday, Aug. 
31, the Ashburn and Rust branches 
will be limited to Curbside Pickup 
Service. Patrons will not be able to 
enter either branch. Curbside ser-
vices at each location will be available 
Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. and Friday and Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Patrons are encouraged 
to place holds through the online 
catalog or call the Ashburn (703-737-
8100) or Rust (703-777-0323) librar-
ies for assistance.

some of the private residents have significant-
ly longer drives. 

The folks who live out on Buzzard Rock Lane 
have a list of names at the turn-off which you 
may – or may not – be able to find out that 
way; a primitive little path tangents off at this 
final juncture. 

The last time I visited this spot, I waited 
there for first light – albeit in the comfort of 
my car – wondering what unknown creatures 
(some, perhaps, human!) may have been scop-
ing out my presence in their little corner of the 
world. My first shots on a day like this usually 
come out about ‘as dark as the hinges o’ Ha-
des,’ and these later proved the case on check-
ing my photography; knowing I wanted more 
help from Mr. Sun, I took a very leisurely pace 
back out toward Harpers Ferry Road, and rela-
tive civilization. 

The growing light allowed for some accept-
able images of Piney Run curving out of the 
landscape, flanked by overhanging shoulders 
of greenery. I recalled, along the way, some of 
the hair-raising experiences I’d ‘enjoyed’ – or, 
perhaps ‘suffered’ – in trying to coax a mail 
truck up a number of these driveways (seem-
ingly-impossible angles of ascent, rock-strewn, 
tree-obstructed, and sometimes prohibitively 
muddy – if you have never uncontrollably slid, 
backward, downhill, in a loaded mail truck – 
when you’re attempting to climb – well, you’ve 
just never really  properly lived), and felt – that 
morning, anyway – just a little more comfort-

able in my private all-wheel-drive vehicle. 
So – with my memories, and my comfort, 

and my few acceptable shots of the morning’s 
adventures, I eventually made my way back 
out to within just a few yards off the busier 
highway; I knew I’d stop here, to learn – after 
these many years – just what in heck that con-
crete-looking object was – sitting off by itself 
out in the undergrowth – and not far from the 
current right-of-way for Harpers Ferry Road. 
I’d never stopped here while on official deliv-
ery to check it out. 

I was surprised and impressed at the solidi-
ty and preservation of the thing; no doubt, the 
local ‘traffic’ had – far back in the day – reg-
ularly used this one-lane, cement bridge to 
cross Piney Run. I didn’t stomp through the 
woods this time to see just where the crossing 
could have taken me; I knew that Butts Lane 
lay just to the North – a couple hundred yards 
off, at best – and didn’t want to encroach on 
somebody’s backyard. 

At least I THINK that’s where the little 
bridge could lead to; maybe it’s just a little 
piece in the greater puzzle that makes up what 
I often refer to as the ‘Loudoun County Vortex’ 
– a combination of collected space, matter and 
time, cast into a spell to confuse us mere mor-
tals. 

Maybe it’s a good thing I didn’t go all the 
way across; David Lynch would have to send 
Agent Dale Cooper after me, in just one more 
Twin Peaks Episode. 

Nah... couldn’t be... or could it? 

LIBRARIES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

SEPTEMBER 2020  BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY  |  www.BlueRidgeLeader.com 21



“gracious living” de-
scriptors certainly 
contrast with the new 
concept of “work-
force housing.”

The project – which 
has pitted Vineyard 
Square developers 
against downtown 
Purcellville histori-
ans, conservation-
ists, and the public 
for years – now faces an expiration deadline of Feb. 
16, 2021. If developers do not start the project by that 
date, then the Vineyard Square plan will be void. The 
developers would have to start with a new plan, and 
also adhere to the new height limit of no more than 
45 feet in three stories. 

Vineyard Square is in the C-4 District, located on N. 
21st Street in Purcellville.  It also stands within Pur-
cellville’s Historic Overlay District.

The project was approved by the Lazaro Town 
Council in March 2014. The Certificates of Design Ap-
proval should have expired in March 2015.  However, 
the Town’s Zoning Administrator determined at the 
time that the project had “commenced,” extending the 
project’s start date into 2021.

Developer Ca-
sey Chapman met 
with the Town just 
weeks ago, on Aug. 
17, to present his 
new vision for both 
Vineyard Square 
and Hatcher Street.

The Chapmans 
own three houses 
on Hatcher  – num-
bers 141, 151, and 

161 Hatcher Street. The three properties are outside of 
the Historic Corridor Overlay District, but are “contrib-
uting structures” to the district.

The Chapmans are now proposing workforce hous-
ing, but, want to piggyback on the original approval 
– although a deviation from the original plan would 
require additional action such as traffic studies and im-
pacts on the neighborhood. 

At the Vineyard Square location on N. 21st Street, in-
stead of the approved 40 units, the Chapmans are pro-
posing 70 to 80 units – double the approved number. 
Instead of four-bedroom condos, they are recommend-
ing two bedroom units. They would still keep retail on 
the bottom floor – with residential above.

Workforce housing is housing for families whose in-

come is 80 to 120 percent of the area medium income.
The developers would need the Town to connect O 

Street with Hatcher. O Street is currently not a through 
street.  They want to take the project through to Hatch-
er, tearing down the three homes, and replacing them 
with an additional 30 to 40 units of  workforce housing, 
and retail on the bottom floor.

This, again, would nearly double the size of the proj-
ect units for Vineyard Square, while adding 30 to 40 
more condos and retail on Hatcher Street. 

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser expressed concern in 
an email on Aug. 18 over architecture look and fit, traf-
fic congestion, infrastructure impact, and the proximity 
to the historic district. He also said some of the homes 
in the area are recognized by the state as historic. 

As it stands as of press time, CaseCo will make a pre-
sentation at the first or second meeting in September.

BLACK HISTORY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

School Board, which routinely listened to 
the complaint of the community and made 
idle promises or gave excuses, but rarely 
took any action.

“The idea of African Americans provid-
ing land for schools had been discussed for 
several years,” explained Thompson. “In 
1939, the County-Wide League, on behalf 
of Loudoun’s African American citizens, 
purchased eight acres of land in Leesburg 
for the sole purpose of having the Coun-
ty build a high school. League members 
engaged Charles H. Houston, dean of the 
Howard University School of Law and le-
gal counsel for the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, 
to help them. Houston was opposed to the 
‘separate but equal’ doctrine, but he de-
cided that was the best route for achieving 
immediate relief.”

Carver Elementary School in Purcell-
ville, which Jett attended, came about in 
the same way:  Lena and Joseph Cook, lo-
cal African Americans, paid for the prop-
erty. (White residents, of course, were not 
required to raise funds for land to build 

their schools.) 
It would be nearly three decades until 

Loudoun County Public Schools fully in-
tegrated in the 1969-1970 school year—15 
years after the Supreme Court’s Brown v. 
Board of Education 
decision declared that 
separate cannot be 
equal.

Integration: a mixed 
blessing

For Louis Jett and 
many more Black stu-
dents like him, inte-
gration of the schools 
proved to be a mixed 
blessing.  

In his first two years 
of high school, Jett 
joined most of the 
Black students from 
western Loudoun who were bussed to 
Frederick Douglass High School in Lees-
burg. iHi “I liked Douglass a lot,” he recalls, 
“but I went there for only two years.

“You see, there was this girl I knew who 

was going to go to Loudoun Valley High 
School the first year it began integrating 
(1968-1969). She asked me to join her, so 
she wouldn’t be the only Black kid there,” 
he said.

“I thought this would be 
no big deal—that you just 
said you wanted to make 
the change from Douglass 
to Valley. But the Board of 
Education made me come 
in and get my records and 
transcripts and send them to 
Richmond for review before I 
was admitted to Valley.

“I wish I’d never gone,” he 
went on. “It was hard to sit 
there and, when you turned 
your head, you’d see half the 
class rolling their eyes.

“Mostly, it was hard to 
learn when you faced being 
called the N-word all the 

time. There was a lot of racial tension,” he 
added. “And fights. I remember squaring 
off with 10 or 12 students in the hallway 
and ending up in the principal’s office.

“I also wanted to play sports but didn’t 
because I didn’t want to put myself in 
that position—even though I think I was 
the most gifted and qualified one there.” 
[Note: Jett’s children are athletes. A 
daughter ran in the 1996 Olympics, and 
son James played nine seasons with the 
Oakland Raiders.]

Today, Louis Jett remains skeptical of 
real change in race relations and equity 
in education. But for this self-taught his-
torian, recipient of the Loudoun History 
Award, and invaluable member of the 
African American community through 
the Loudoun branch of the NAACP, the 
Black History Committee of Friends of 
Thomas Balch Library, the Edwin Wash-
ington Project, the Hillsboro Preservation 
Foundation, Pastor Michelle Thomas’s 
Loudoun Freedom Center, the Carver 
Alumni Association, and his own Black 
History Foundation, there may be a glim-
mer of hope. 

“The other day I saw all these people 
standing on a sidewalk with signs that 
read, ‘Black Lives Matter.’ I couldn’t be-
lieve it: they were all White.” He smiled.

At the Vineyard Square 
location on N. 21st Street, 
instead of the approved 
40 units, the Chapmans 
are proposing 70 to 
80 units – double the 
approved number.

A photo of 21st Street with the current 
rendering of Vineyard Square inset.

O Street showing not a thru street.

Hatcher Street showing the three houses.

Chasing the subsidized housing dollar
Ways for developers to find government subsidies – taxpayer 
cash – include the Housing Production Trust Fund through 
the State of Virginia. There is also the Historic Housing Tax 
Credit program, which helps finance the redevelopment of 
historic structures. There are energy tax credits, tax rebates, 
performance grants, special financing, and other state and 
federal funds.  Applicants can also use funds together, by doing 
a funding stack – to name a few.

On Aug. 28, the 57th anniversary 
of the March on Washington and 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech, Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam announced the 
launch of an African American 
high school history course, an 
elective that is being offered 
this academic year to students 
in 16 Virginia school divisions, 
including Loudoun. Meanwhile, the 
Loudoun County School Board and 
superintendent announced plans 
to make a formal apology for the 
school system as one of the last 
in the nation to desegregate its 
schools.

VINEYARD SQARE,  
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Farmwoods Brewery in Lucketts.  So, was this really even 
a “farm” at all? 

At an Aug. 25 ABC Board hearing on the license ap-
plication, a dozen official objectors were represented by 
noted attorney and 24-year veteran Virginia legislator 
David Albo of Williams Mullen LLP.  The Piedmont En-
vironmental Council’s Loudoun land use expert also had 
filed in opposition to siting the brewery next to the park.

A major problem, however, is that with farm brewer-
ies, the County has little authority to regulate, and in 
determining who gets a liquor license, state regulators 
run the show.

Issues such as outsized noise and traffic, public safe-
ty, diminished property values, and one’s ability to en-
joy the “quietude and tranquility” of one’s home and 
property are involved.  And, certain proposals, including 
projects that border a park, playground, church, school, 
or other public space may be disapproved by the ABC 
Board.  Mickie Gordon Memorial Park is actually owned 
by the Loudoun County School Board, and could be a fu-
ture public school site.

Virginia’s farm brewery laws, intended to promote 
“farm breweries” lack enough specificity and are pre-
senting Loudoun residents with a conundrum.  People 
ask, what are the limitations, here?   And, if you are not 
growing the crops you need to make your beer, are you 
a “farm” at all?

Opponents of the Fueled Farm proposal said it 
“pushed the envelope” and laid bare the inadequacies of 

Virginia’s laws on the subject.  But it is not the first time 
rural Loudoun residents have faced what they consider 
a non-farm brewery in their midst.  In a place such as 
Loudoun County – bristling with new wineries, brewer-
ies, and distilleries – that’s a problem.  Critics, faced with 
local authorities unable to regulate for the public safety, 
contend that the well-intentioned pro-brewery legisla-
tion has backfired – with neighbors not learning about 
the ABC application until the last minute. 

The Fueled Farm project would have included a lot for 
150 cars, seating for 300 people, outdoor activities, food 
service via a dedicated food truck, and likely outdoor 
music -- on just 10 acres.  Existing structures would have 
been converted to events space and overnight lodging.

But Fueled Farm would have produced only a fraction 
of the beer sold there.  The majority would have come 
from the 63-acre Vanish Farmwoods Brewery, 20 miles 
away in Lucketts.  And Vanish would have run all oper-
ations.

Buzzelli and Yarnal presented their plans for Fueled 
Farm to the Middleburg Town Council in May.  The part-
ners indicated that neighbors were OK with their plan, 
but neighbors complained that was the first anyone 
heard of it.  The Town Council wrote to the ABC Board to 
express serious concerns. 

In publicly withdrawing their application, Buzzel-
li and Yarnal obviously took the community’s sentiment 
to heart.

There’s big money in Loudoun’s growing winery and 
brewery and agritourism industry, of course, leading 
some to welcome it with open arms and almost no re-

strictions.  The crowds, noise, and safety hazards that it 
brings to quiet rural corners of the county lead many to 
take a more cautious view of the topic – including where 
such alcohol establishments are located, how they affect 
their neighbors and communities, and how they are reg-
ulated.

Middleburg neighbors and community members cit-
ed concerns about noise -- especially from music and 
events – diminished property values, traffic and safe-
ty, and the proximity to park facilities and a potential 
school site.  They explained this is the latest example 
of misuse of the farm brewery law, which was passed to 
help struggling farmers and to keep land in agriculture 
by slowing development.  Too often, that’s not what is 
happening.  Instead of true farm breweries, beer bars are 
dropped into rural communities.  

The farm brewery law envisions beer made on site 
from products produced on the farm.  Loudoun’s 
Economic Development Department cautions pro-
spective brewers that such operations are ex-
pected to be “farm first and brewery second.” 
Opponents of the Fueled Farm proposal thanked the 
project’s developers, Scott Buzzelli and Brian Yarnal, for 
acknowledging community concerns and dropping their 
plan.  They encourage residents throughout Loudoun to 
press their state legislators to clarify and tighten Virgin-
ia’s farm brewery law to provide more meaningful pub-
lic notice and opportunity for comment, set minimum 
acreage requirements, and adopt standards to ensure 
farm breweries do not threaten the rural character of 
their communities.

Office Nurse/Medical 
Assistant

Seeking full-time office nurse/
medical assistants to assist 

Nurse Practitioners and 
Physicians in a growing family 

practice with multiple locations. 
We offer competitive salary and 
a full benefit package including 
401K and paid time off. Great 
supportive work environment 
for new nurse grads and those 

just returning to the medical 
work force. Fax resume to 
(703)858-2880 or email to 
bwilkes@lmgdoctors.com. 

Patient Service 
Representative

Family practice in Ashburn is 
seeking friendly, compassionate 

individual to join our growing 
patient care team. Duties include 

greeting patients, scheduling 
appointments, collecting co-

pays, scanning documents and 
coordinating patient care needs.  
If you are detail-oriented, enjoy 
interacting with clients and are 

passionate about providing 
excellent customer service, 

we strongly encourage you to 
apply. Bilingual skills a plus. Fax 

resume to (571)223-1797 or email 
mabarca@lmgdoctors.com.

Experienced  
Service Plumber

A minimum of 3 years of experience 
in residential service repair plumbing. 
Should be able to read and write 
English. Should have basic tools of 
the trade. Be go-
getter personality. 
Enjoy working with 
people and excellent 
communication 
skills. Clean criminal 
background and a 
good driving record.
Qualified candidates submit resume 
to jess@plumb-crazy.com.

www.plumb-crazy.com

Meaningful Employment 
Opportunity

Great opportunity to make a huge difference 
in the life of a man in his early 40s with a 

spinal cord injury, helping with simple, basic 
stuff from an hour or 8, or 9 hours a day  

(we’re flexible).

Join a fun, healthy, positive  
group of ppl — family & friends —  
as we embrace the unpredictable,  

but ever-interesting ebbs,  
and flows of life. $12/hour,  

in Purcellville/Hillsboro, Virginia  
(on a beautiful farm).

520-878-6789 (text or call)

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on 
an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; 
email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.
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FUELED FARM BREWERY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

I have received your petition, read your candid remarks, and am moved by the concerns of 
our community. Brian Yarnal and I are rescinding our ABC application for Fueled Farm Brewery 
and will terminate development of our project. Our motive for the local farm business was to 
provide our community with a family friendly place to fellowship and unite. It was certainly never 
intended to divide, nor jeopardize the many wonderful relationships that we have established 
through the years. The town of Middleburg and its residents are very important to me. As I want to 
uphold God’s highest calling to love one another and live at peace with your neighbors, I feel this 
decision is in the best interest of us all. We appreciate you communicating your earnest concerns 
for our town.

— Brewery promoters Scott Buzzelli and Brian Yarnal

Community thanks brewery promoters:
Having become aware of the depth of heart-felt concerns of the community, Scott Buzzelli and 
Brian Yarnal have withdrawn their application for an ABC license to develop a farm brewery 
and event center just outside of Middleburg. The 445 people on the petition against the 
proposed Fueled Farm Brewery, and the official and unofficial objectors who filed oppositions 
at the Alcohol Beverage Control Board, wish to thank and applaud Scott Buzzelli and Brian 
Yarnal for doing the right thing and putting our Middleburg community first. This shows they are 
good citizens, mindful of the heart-felt concerns of their community and neighbors. 
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Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

®

LINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERT
RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOR RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR® RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOR RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR®

Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker
ABRABRABR ABRABRABR

100 Purcellville Gateway Drive
Suite 100 B

Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: 703-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620

linda.culbert@longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

Sam Rees
Associate Broker, Listing Specialist

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com

Ray Rees
Associate Broker, Listing Specialist

Phone: 703-470-0680
onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

A1 LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES, LLC
www.LuckettsLandscaping.com

Reyes Henriquez  
571-490-1879  

A1Chilly@aol.com

Patios
Pavers

Walkways
Stone Work

Retaining Walls

®

MARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKER
RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTORREALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR, ABR/SFRRRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR®, ABR/SFR

Multi-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DC

508 E. Market St.
Leesburg  VA  20176

-------
Cell: 703-577-6015

Office: 703-777-2900
Mary.Wisker@LNF.com
www.MaryWisker.com

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Mowing
Fertilizing
Aerating
Seeding
Spring & Fall Cleanup
Mulching
Leaf Removal
Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Brian W. Ebelhare

703 989-1472

GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Advertise with us
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

POTOMAC WINDOW CLEANING CO. 
No Damage Residential Window Cleaning: 

Inside & Outside By Hand

 Ask about our no damage, low pressure, power 
washing services for brick, concrete, wood & siding 

using a soft brush to remove the dirt the
power washer won’t get.

30 Years Experience
(703) 777-3296

Windows & Power Washing

Licensed
Bonded 
Insured

Family 
Owned 
& Operated

• East End – This area is zoned Transition-X, 
and has two single family homes on two prop-
erties, the DiPalma-Kipfer and O’Toole prop-
erties.

• East Main Street – 871 East Main Street is an 
area that might be redeveloped – it is 1.5 acres.

• Hirst East – Commercial Neighborhood scale.

• West End – planned for Mixed Use Neighbor-
hood Scale.

Milan ended the meeting by emphasizing that the 
Planning Commissioners have “a large burden as to 
planning.”

He said that the commissioners are “embarking on 
a process that will define how this Town looks for the 
next 15 years. “It will take diligent work and atten-
tion to detail,” he continued, “We have to look at it as 
our mark, our legacy for the Town. What do we want 
to leave for the future residents that live here? We 
have to keep in mind that we are setting the legacy 
for the Town of Purcellville.”

PLANNING COMMISSION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

available on the Marketplace, provided by 40 Loudoun 
farms. Thanks to Loudoun’s rich soil and nine-month 
growing season, new products are constantly cycling 
through the Marketplace.

Loudoun supports approximately 122,000 acres of 
farmland and more than 1,200 independent farms. On 
average, Loudoun County farms are 97 acres, with more 
than 50 percent of farms totaling 50 or fewer acres.

Studies of the Washington, D.C., metro area have 
shown that agriculture within 100-200 miles of D.C. has 
fallen short of meeting consumer demand.

Loudoun farmers have indicated to the county that 
part of the problem lies in the large amount of time they 
must spend transporting produce to and from farmers 
markets. Often farmers must visit markets three to four 
times per week to sell their produce, limiting their pro-
duction hours and falling short of consumer demand.

“Nearly all of our farms are family-owned and operat-
ed, which forces them to wear sales and marketing hats 

in addition to agriculture. The Loudoun Made Loudoun 
Grown Marketplace helps automate that sales process 
while they focus on what they do best,” said Business 
Development Officer for Agriculture and Business Ser-
vices John Magistro. “This is a service that was born 
out of a crisis, but can be a powerful tool to support the 
Loudoun farming community moving forward.”

In addition to the $20,000 grant, Loudoun County 
has already committed at least $31,000 to marketing 
and administration, along with $30,600 in staff time 
during the two-year grant cycle. Transactions on the 
Marketplace have been completed following the latest 
COVID-19 preventative guidance from the CDC and 
Virginia Department of Health, and many farms have 
taken the Loudoun Is Ready pledge.

 Loudoun County and Floyd County were both an-
nounced as Virginia AFID grant recipients, with Gover-
nor Northam stating: “I commend the efforts of Floyd 
and Loudoun counties to partner with stakeholders in 
their communities and help local farmers adapt to the 
new realities of the COVID-19 pandemic.”

LOUDOUN’S ONLINE FARM MARKETPLACE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

PREMIER

Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
LynneMcCabe@kw.com
www.LoveStoryHomes.com

KC Colwell  •  703-887-0927
KCAllAboutFences@gmail.com

www.AllAboutFences.org
SINCE 1979

Large enough to serve, small enough to care.

WOOD • VINYL • METAL

ALL ABOUT FENCES

www.KathyHessler.com

703-615-1493

1602 Village Market Blvd SE, 
Suite 255, Leesburg, VA 20175

703-378-8810
kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com

H   MES

www.KathyHessler.com

703-615-1493

1602 Village Market Blvd SE, 
Suite 255, Leesburg, VA 20175

703-378-8810
kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com

H   MES

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile 
703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Advertise with us
advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Interior/Exterior
Residential
Commercial
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall RepairsJoel Welter

Owner
540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983

703-771-1110

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years 
Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092
Call Brian Today!

SUMMERSPECIAL 20% OFFwith this ad!

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

The Good Guys

Asphalt Driveway Restoration

Great Quality Work is Not Cheap, Cheap Prices 
are Not Quality. We Want to Keep You Happy.

REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE

• Best Asphalt Crack Filling (the Real Asphalt - Sand Mix - crack filler)
• Patchwork • Best Oil-Based Heated Sealcoating

• The Real Asphalt Preservative is Oil-Based Sealer
• Not Just A Cosmetic Sealer Like Others

• Oil-Based Sealer Preserves Asphalt
• Offering Brand New Asphalt Driveways (smaller driveways only)

• 2" Overlays/Resurfacing

Paul Jones and Son
703.582.9712

GoodGuysPaving@gmail.com
Leesburg, VA

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Warranty
FREE Estimates

15% Discount

CCW Permit Course
Pistol Shooting & Safety Training
Home Firearm Safety Training
703.477.0751
RILA_CCW@outlook.com

The 2nd Amendment  
“Our Constitutional Right  
& Our Patriotic Duty”

Credit cards accepted. Gift certificates available. Certified Instructor

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

571.242.0025540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

 

 

703-718-6789
Veterans LLC  

Lovettsville, VA
Major@VeteransLLC.US

FORESTRY, MULCHING,
 LAND AND BRUSH CLEARING

Residential and Commercial

Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WVwww.VeteransLLC.us
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Lovettsville- 29 Acres! Mountain
Views, Stream, 4 Stall Barn w/ tack

room, hay storage and water/electric.
RAMM Fencing, Multi-tiered deck
and 3 finished levels $1,200,000.

We have a buyer looking for a 5-20
acre horse property in the Philomont/
Purcellville area (or Loudoun Valley
HS district). Will consider adding 

barn & fencing.
Taylorstown/Lovettsville-

Taylors Valley Ln $1,230,500

UNDER CONTRACT Hillsboro-
Shilohs Run Ln $1,300,000

UNDER CONTRACT Downtown
Leesburg- Union St NW $674,900

UNDER CONTRACT Middleburg-
Champe Ford Rd $724,900

Coming Soon- Dominion Valley
Country Club. 5560 sq ft with main

floor master suite.

Coming Soon- Round Hill- Powers
Homes New Construction (Jackson 5

Model pictured to the right)
Leesburg- Powers Homes Jackson 5 

Model on 20+ Acres. $899,900

Ready to go Buyer Need!

JUST SOLD, Multiple Offers-

UNDER CONTRACT, Multiple Offers-


