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BY ANDREA GAINES

In an impassioned letter dated Jan. 24, 
2019, Cattail, LC, a limited partnership of 
family members who have over 800 acres 
of farmland under Nature Conservancy 
easement outside of Hamilton, showed 
the Board of Supervisors the necessity of 
dealing with an almost wholly unregulated 
landfill approved by the County. 

The letter was accompanied by a stun-
ningly raw video showing what can only be 
described as massive landfill activity, “mas-
querading,” says the partnership, as what is 
known as a “Personal Recreational Field.” 
That field is, in fact, an 18-acre tract of land 
– 30 feet high in some places – and strewn 
with piles of dirt, massive chunks of con-
crete and asphalt, construction debris, plas-
tic waste, and, in some places, liquid waste. 
The waste is brought in by large dump 
trucks accessing the site from old Business 
7. The trucks enter – dozens and dozens per 
day, dump their waste, and exit, day in and 
day out – a process that has been going on 
intensively for more than three years.

Cattail, LC owns land – Digges Valley 
Farm - that is adjacent to landfill that is part 
of Gable Farm.

In 2015, Gable Farm received approval 
from the County to create the Gable Farm 
Personal Recreational Field (PRF), approv-
ing the land to be a receiving area for ex-
cessive fill – soil, rocks, and other materials 
that construction companies and others are 

required to dispose of in a particular manner.
The Rural Economy Plan for the Gable 

Farm (REST-2015-0003) applies to four ru-
ral parcels zoned Agricultural-1 (AR-1). Ac-
cording to the requirements of the plan, the 
area receiving the infill is to be “not open 
to the public or used for any commercial 
purposes.” The erosion plan sets limits on 
the infill that can be deposited and graded 
at the site for its use as a recreational field. 

In the January letter from Henry Harris, 
Managing Partner, Cattail, LC, since being 
approved, County records show it is noted 
that the Gable Farm PRF may have accumu-
lated a level of infill waste up to 14 feet over 
what is allowed in the plan. 

The letter goes on to say that the Gable 

Farm PRF “is, in fact, a landfill of more than 
18 acres. The landfill rises more than 30 feet 
and dominates a quarter-mile-long bound-
ary with our land. We estimate, conserva-
tively, that the volume of the ‘approved’ 
landfill is at least 220,000 cubic yards. Re-
cent surveys suggest that it may actually 
contain over 420,000 cubic yards of waste: 
a total of about 28,000 truckloads that orig-
inated off the site. The revenue from dump-
ing this much waste is potentially in the 
millions of dollars.

“We believe that such dumps of ‘exces-
sive fill’ – whether called ‘landfills,’ ‘dirt 
stockpiles,’ or ‘personal fields’ – are not an 
appropriate land use in western Loudoun,” BUSINESS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
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PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switch.

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How

much money we would have saved…However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday 
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg Less • Local • Honest

‘Personal Recreation Fields’ free to turn 
rural Loudoun into dumping grounds

BY ANDREA GAINES

The opening of the baseball season 
is some months away, but the Can-
nons organization is working hard 
and fast to put the finishing touches 
on the 2019 team roster.

This time of year, in addition to re-
cruiting players, the team’s Housing 
Coordinator, Brian Haas, is looking 
for host families, places for the guys 
to live during the season. 

Haas is a self-described “baseball 
fanatic,” and has experienced person-
ally the value of community generos-
ity. He is one of the beneficiaries of 
the local Hero Homes project, which 
provides housing to injured veterans. 
Volunteering as the Housing Coordi-
nator for the Cannons is one way for 

Loudoun, show your 
love for Cannons 
baseball; Team seeks 
host families

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

Aerial photos, video, and an explanation 
of the case can be seen at www.
LoudounRuralLandFills.com.
For a copy of the Cattail, LC “Open Letter 
to The Board of Supervisors, Jan. 24, 
2019,” go to BlueRidgeLeader.com.
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It’s time to take control of your new home search. 
Brookfield Residential’s Empower innovation features help connect 
you to the right home sooner and create a better, smoother 
experience every step of the way.

Tap Our Latest Innovations to Find Your New Home On Your Terms

The My Brookfield Home app sends you 
progress updates, photos and reminders 
during your home’s construction.

Personalize a nearly complete home with your 
design selections. It’s yours within 2 months.

Use interactive technology to personalize 
floorplans and visualize colors, cabinets, 
counters, fixtures, appliances and flooring.

Access a code online and instantly tour select 
new homes on your own, on your time. Even 
before or after business hours.

Control your new home with just the sound of 
your voice using convenient home automation 
technology powered by Amazon Alexa.

Every Brookfield Residential home includes 
a wide range of features designed to save 
energy and save you money each month.

Prices, financing, availability, terms and 
incentives are subject to change without notice. 
Availability of Empower features varies by home 
and community. See a Brookfield Residential 
Sales Manager for details. 

Search with Confidence.  
Townhomes from the mid $200’s. Single-Family Homes from the mid $500’s. 
4 Communities Across Loudoun and Frederick Counties.

BrookfieldDC.com/EmpowerBRL
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 BY ANDREA GAINES

Cancer has the ability to turn a life upside down.
But, love, love has the ability to turn it right-side 

up again. And, to hold it there, with the support of 
family and friends, until there is a better day to 
be had.

This is the beautiful and enduring spirit of 
positivity working its way around Loudoun 
County in the form of ten high school students 
who call themselves LoCo On Cancer.

The team is committed to raising $50,000 in a 
seven-week fundraising effort running from Jan. 
10 to March 2. The full name of the campaign is 

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Student Of 
The Year (SOY) Campaign.

Loudoun Valley High School student Makenzie 
Robinson formed the group, added captains, and 
recruited others. All ten students are running for 
the SOY title as a whole. 

The three team captains are Makenzie and Nick 
VanZandt, both LVHS juniors, and Trae Ballinger, 
a Woodgrove High School junior. VanZandt, by the 
way – a nationally ranked Loudoun Valley kicker 
– just wrapped up a “kick it for cancer” campaign 
which raised over $2,000 for “Alex‘s lemonade 
stand,” just weeks before starting the current 
campaign.   

The students working with them are Hunter 

Robinson, Ashlyn Cool, Antwoin Stokes, Ryan 
Ruscitella, Riley Draddy, and Katlyn Money 
– all Loudoun Valley students, and Sarah Rubin, 
a student Woodgrove. Robinson is also in the 
running for the National Capital chapter of the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Student of the 
Year. 

And, this is where the love comes in.
Makenzie Robinson became involved with LLS 

after her mom, Tracy Robinson, was diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer. Tracy took the cancer head 
on, and has so far beaten the odds – with the love 
of her family and friends, and that same beautiful 

and enduring spirit of positivity 
these students are showing. Tracy 
also took on the challenge of 
running in the Man and Woman of 
the Year campaign for LLS in 2016.

Makenzie Robinson is following 
in her mom’s footsteps. In a 
January presentation to the 
Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors, Makenzie said, 
“Unlike my mom’s campaign, 
I have chosen to run as a team 
made up of students from both 
Loudoun Valley and Woodgrove 
High Schools.”

In the “SOY” effort, Mackenzie 
continued, “The title of ‘Student(s) 
of the Year’ will be awarded to 
the team who raises the most 
funds. Our team has set our sights 

high, with a fundraising goal to be $50,000!”
The students are dedicating their efforts to a 

very special friend – Sara Willis. And, the battle 
against cancer is personal for everyone on this 
team. Each has had a mother, a father, a sister, an 
aunt, a grandma, or a grandad with cancer.

Said Makenzie in her BOS presentation, “With 
your help I am confident that we will reach our 
goal, and be able to fund a childhood cancer 
research grant in the name of who Sara Willis ... 
Sara Willis was a senior at Loudoun Valley battling 
brain cancer for the second time. Just days after 
we made our decision to dedicate the campaign 
to her, Sara sadly passed away. This was extremely 

Crazy about beating cancer 

LoCo On Cancer team members pictured, left to right:  Antwoin Stokes, 
Ryan Ruscitella, Trae Ballinger (captain), Makenzie Robinson (captain), 
Hunter Robinson, Sarah Rubin, and Ashlynn Cool.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

BRMS 6th Grade math students and staff pictured with soup 
mix jars that were donated to the Tree of Life Food Pantry to 
support the local community.

 Sixth grade students from Blue Ridge Middle 
School, under the guidance of their math teachers Mrs. 
Farrey, Mrs. McDole, Mrs. McFarland, and Mrs. Taylor, 
turned an understanding of fractions into 150 dried 
soup mixes that were donated to the Tree of Life Food 
Pantry in time for the holiday season. “This project 
was important to me because it worked on my fraction 
skills and it contributed to the community …  it felt 
good to know we were helping other people,” said 6th 
grade student Ciara Rosenberger.                

 While exploring the topic, students applied their 
knowledge of the content to a real-world application 
of fractions when working with recipes.  According 
to Mrs. Taylor, “Students had to determine if we had 
enough of each ingredient and to may predictions 
about the number of jars we could make.  For example, 
if we collected 76 containers of dry onion and there 
were 1/2 cup of onion in each jar, how many jars could 
we make if we used 1/4 cup per jar?” As a culminating 
activity, students collaborated to measure and 
assemble dry ingredients into individual pint and a 
half size jars.  Each jar was labeled with instructions, 
decorated with a festive holiday fabric, and included 
a hand-made card with holiday wishes from students. 

The project was possible thanks to the generosity of 
6th grade families who donated the soup ingredients, 
canned tomatoes, jars, and fabric tops for the project.  

Blue Ridge Math  
Students Give Back

BY ANDREA GAINES

“It’s a matter of local pride,” said Chief 
Scott Maple. “It says something special 
about our community.”

Maple was talking about the Purcellville 
Volunteer Fire Company’s ongoing efforts 
to keep that word “volunteer” in their name.

As an all-volunteer force serving the area 
since 1923, the Company only recently 
added four paid staff.  And, that was with 
the help of County dollars when Loudoun 
stepped up to help PVFC cover some of 
their most difficult shifts.

But, volunteerism – and camaraderie, 
and community spirit, and just the simple 
act of one person helping another in a time 
of need – has always been and always will 
be the heart of what makes makes a man or 
woman become a member of such a com-
mitted group of people.

The size of the challenge on the PVFC’s 
plate has grown steadily.

A large number of calls – all coming in from 
a 911 dispatcher – used to be 500, annually.

But, in 2018 this fire company took 1,000 
incoming calls.

Sometimes the volunteers are called to 
help someone with a carbon dioxide leak.  
This time of year chimney fires are com-
mon, or structural fires.  A good part of the 
work also involves sending out an EMS 
team for someone in physical distress.

But, regardless of what the team is called 
upon to do, all of it takes tremendous fo-
cus, tremendous organization, steady pro-
fessionalism – and, most importantly, the 
heart of a volunteer.

Maple talks very highly of the Compa-
ny’s dedication to excellence.

“We run a fire engine,” he said, “that re-
quires a minimum of one driver, one officer, 
and one firefighter ... but preferably, two!”

“We have a tower.  And, for that we a 
driver and an officer – again, that’s the 
minimum,” he continued.

“And,” Maple said finally, “We have a 
tanker that requires at least one driver, 
but again, we’d prefer to have two.  This all 
adds up to a lot of people, a big and ongo-
ing need for volunteers.”

To explore the possibility of helping out 
in a big or small way with the Purcellville 
Volunteer Fire Company, go to their web-
site – PurcellvilleFire.org – or email Pres-
ident Brad Quin, who coordinates volun-
teer recruitment, at BQuin@Purcellville-
Fire.org.  

Touch base with the first-responder in you
Purcellville Volunteer Fire Company seeks volunteers
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MOORE-SOBEL

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

Eagles wide receiver Alshon Jeffery 
will probably never forget the moment 
he dropped a pass in the NFC Divisional 
Game against the New Orleans Saints. 

We had gathered at my parent’s house 
on a snowy January after-
noon to watch the game 
(my father insisted my 
brother and I be there 
to provide, in his words, 
“good ju ju,” a play on the 
words Robert De Niro’s 

character in “Silver Linings Playbook” 
uses consistently throughout the film). 
It was quite funny, especially coming 
from my father, who is typically not a su-
perstitious man. A nearly lifelong Eagles 
fan, he was intent on leaving nothing to 
chance. 

With less than two minutes left in 

the fourth quarter, the Eagles appeared 
poised to score a game-winning touch-
down. Trailing 20-14, Jeffery’s ill-fated 
drop resulted in an interception, putting 
an end to the Eagles postseason run. 
My father, quite unhappy with the re-
sult, screamed, “How could he drop that 
ball!?” 

Jeffery’s upcoming journey is likely 
foreshadowed by the words of another 
wide receiver. Former Bengals Cris Col-
linsworth, now an NFL commentator, 
talks often about his team’s Super Bowl 
XVI and XXIII losses to the San Francis-
co 49ers. He had some memorable drops 
in those games, contributing to the Ben-
gals’ defeats. “Honestly,” Collinsworth 
said, “there used to be [that] there wasn’t 
an hour that went by that I didn’t think 
about it…now it’s probably not a week 
that goes by that I don’t think about it…

you always think about it.” There must 
be something about dropping footballs 
that sticks with you. 

Or perhaps this speaks to an import-
ant part of the human experience. While 
many of us have been spared from hav-
ing our mistakes broadcast live for the 
viewing pleasure of millions, we have all 
made errors, dropping the “euphemistic” 
football as we move through our lives. 
Losing at the highest levels of profes-
sional sports likely magnifies a feeling 
that so many of us possess as we travel 
through this world. A wave of palpable 
regret.

The word regret is defined as, “to feel 
sad, repentant, or disappointed over 
(something that has happened or been 
done, especially a loss or missed op-
portunity). How many among us regret 
not taking that job, or refraining from 

pursuing higher education? Dropping a 
football may pale in comparison to the 
feeling of regret summoned by a painful 
breakup, heart-rending divorce, or the 
thought of an estranged family member. 

Regret, in its very nature, is the act of 
looking back instead of moving forward. 
Of reflecting on what might have been, 
instead of working towards what might 
be. While it is undoubtedly important to 
digest the past in order to avoid making 
the same mistake in the future, I won-
der if regret can have a paralyzing ef-
fect upon those who traffic in its ways. 
Causing people to feel chained to their 
mistakes, instead of empowering them 
to reach for the future.

I grew up in a home where my fa-
ther was often regretful about the past. 
In contrast, my mother was typically  

Battling a Sea of Regret

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Dr. Mike, 
Our 27-year-old son still lives at home with us and we 

can’t get him to be his own independent man.  We’ve 
tried everything, but nothing has worked.  He dropped 
out of a 4-year college, then NOVA twice and he hasn’t 

held a job for more than a month.  He’s 
been out of work for over a year, and he 
just sits around and plays video games.  
He doesn’t help out with anything, 
which just adds insult to injury for us as 
parents.  My husband has started calling 
him “loser” and “dead beat.”  On Jan. 1, 

my husband’s new approach has been to be mean and 
to restrict the car, money and everything from our son.  
He still eats our food, but he’s holed up in his room 
with his video games all day and night.  Help! – Upset 
in Loudoun

Dear Upset,
While I appreciate your frustration, being mean to 

your son or withholding your love from him isn’t a good 
idea; the concern being that it will likely only make him 
feel badly about himself, and it also likely won’t help 
him to move out any sooner.  The first thing you need 
to figure out with your son is what exactly is keeping 
him from being age appropriately independent.  I 
understand that he left school repeatedly and can’t 

keep a job, but based on what you’ve written, it isn’t 
clear to me why that occurred or why he’s still at home.  
Does he have an undiagnosed mental health condition 
(e.g., depression or anxiety)?  Is he an alcoholic or does 
he abuse substances?  Does he have an undiagnosed 
learning or developmental condition (e.g., Autism)?  
Or maybe there’s nothing seriously wrong with 
him, and he’s just immature and overly dependent.  
Understanding why he’s living the way he is should 
determine how you approach the problem.

If your son does have a real problem that is interfering 
with his ability to be more independent, then get him 
the help he needs before expecting him to move out.  
If he doesn’t have a significant problem, then you and 
your husband should put together a step-wise plan with 
him to increase his autonomy, and start with his video 
gaming.  It seems that playing video games is your 
son’s go-to for comfort and possibly to escape, and the 
amount of time he’s playing is certainly keeping him 
from being productive.  Thus, I recommend that you 
take the gaming device or controls from him and let 
him know that he can only play video games after he’s 
managed your expectations on a daily basis.  I would 
also limit his gaming to two hours a day, which will 
force him to do other things with his time.      

Since he doesn’t have a job, you could give him daily 
chores and errands that keep him active throughout 

the day, get him out of the house and provide him with 
a sense of purpose – doing the family’s dishes, grocery 
shopping and laundry, are a few examples.

Getting a full-time job should also be a must.  If 
you wait on him to get a job, it likely won’t happen. 
Help your son to apply for jobs online and even go 
with him to fill out applications.  If you attack the job 
hunt aggressively by applying to several places a day – 
online and in person – someone will hire him.   In the 
meantime, he could drive for Uber or Lyft, walk dogs 
and/or volunteer to start being productive while he job 
seeks.

I think your son should also pay rent once he starts 
working.  It may take time, but by participating more 
as a family member, by getting a full-time job, and by 
limiting his gaming time and time at home, your son 
should start to feel more competent and confident.  I 
also think you should plan a realistic move out date for 
him.  In situations like yours, I often recommend that 
parents return their adult child’s paid rent money to 
live at home for a rental deposit or rent later outside 
the home to speed up the process.

In time, your son may begin to tire of having a job, 
and he may begin to think about his future and what he 
truly would like to do for a career.  I recommend that you 
support his decision to return to school or learn a trade 

DR . MIKE

— Ask Dr. Mike — 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

540–441–7649
www.hartleyhomeexteriors.com

Trust Loudoun’s best 
roofing contractor
to protect your 
greatest investment

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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I will, next time, pay closer heed to 
my instincts’ urging, that – when a road 
looks like it’s going nowhere, at least 
sometimes it is; having been lulled into 
a sense of complacency by a pretty good 
signage system in Northern Virginia, 

I quickly reverted back 
to my cellular memory 
while exploring an in-
teresting little series of 
conundrums on a recent 
quest. Paeonian Springs 
had been on my radar for 

an official literary visit for a long time – 
probably since I began this monthly col-
lection; I finally placed myself, my vehi-
cle and my camera all in that charming 
community and found far more than I 
would have guessed. 

Having taken a closer look at the fa-
miliar log-cabin style general store just 
off the main drag of Route Nine, I quick-
ly noted the surprising number of stately 
homes along the smaller corridors run-
ning through the village. The sweep of 
historic architecture helped tell the story 
of Paeonian Springs; the village enjoyed 
status – in the  early days of the former 
century – as a resort town away from 
Washington – where one could enjoy 
fresh air, inspiring views, and of course 
the healthy spring water tapped in the 
locality. I understand the fluid was even 
shipped out of the community by rail – 
some into the halls of Congress, no less. 
Paeonian Springs – though lacking to-
day’s commuter traffic – enjoyed a defi-
nite sense of popularity –for a while. 

Well, times changed and the Greek 
God of medicine (Paean, a physician 
among his peers) no longer possessed 
his former clout, the liquid elixir lost its 
allure with the public, and other factors 
(like the Washington and Old Dominion 
Railroad going off the rails, so to speak) 
combined to see this vibrant little com-
munity evolve into a quieter, perhaps 
more peaceful existence – in which I 
found it – still - on my last trip. The his-
toric post office (dating back, now, close 
to 90 years) still maintains operations 
within a stone’s throw of the familiar 
recreational trail and former, aforemen-
tioned, railroad track. And I saw – for the 
first time since setting foot in Loudoun 
County over two decades ago – the actu-
al Paeonian Spring – sitting innocently 
along Simpson Circle – a little south of 
the post office and trail. 

How cool, I thought – folks living in 
these parts have their own wishing well! 
Maybe this was where ol’ Paean was hid-
ing out, after all these years. If so, he 

remained hidden in the sheltered little 
spring house. Possibilities of the divine 
just may create spontaneous inspiration 
– or at least, that’s how I was feeling. 

Combined with the impressive archi-
tecture, narrow streets, and obvious his-
tory in virtually every direction, my ex-
plorations had (so far) so well  rewarded 
me that I boldly set forth out into some 
of the outlying areas; having just left the 
spot of the romantic spring, I abruptly 
came upon a series of cramped alleyways 
– marked as officially maintained streets 
– simply ending in a driveway or two – 
or someone’s yard – necessitating some 
fancy wheel-turning to make it back to 
a main stem. I wouldn’t care for a nego-
tiation of these little roads in anything 
like inclement weather – what with their 
inclines, blind curves and tight pivot-
ing radii – not to mention residential 
property almost within reach out the 
window. Those abrupt changes in ele-
vation across the locality were another 
factor I discovered for the first time that 
morning; the number and grade of hills 
certainly would have added to Paeonian 
Springs’ former allure as a true resort 
destination – enjoying the feel of being 
‘nestled in the mountains.’ If you care 
to follow some of the smaller corridors 
to their origin, you’ll find front lawns 
strewn with items of less romantic na-
ture – and certainly lacking the dignity 
of a Greek figure of mythology. 

But the charm of the little village in 
the hills is what remains as I recall the 
visit – now in the warmth and relative 
cleanliness of my writing study; I found 
a story of entrancing history, bygone at-
tractions, hills and ravines of green, for-
gotten corridors of transportation – and 
I was left with a trail of bread crumbs in 
hopes of finding the God of Medicine. If 
you’re out and about in this little com-
munity of charm, and bump into some 
guy who calls himself Paean (and not 
just any peon) – let him know I want to 
talk to him; I bet he has some good sto-
ries. 

JON

— Just like nothing (else) on earth —

Paeonian Springs 
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BY CHARLES HOUSTON

Soulstice.  That’s neither an astro-
nomical mistake nor a misspelling. It’s a 
neologism, a newly coined word. Since I 
created it, I will define it ...

The familiar word “solstice” is from the 
Latin, meaning “to stand still.” I created 
“soulstice” to mean a period of equanim-
ity and rest, any time of the year. That’s 
what I’m feeling now while I’m trying to 

take a break.  
With elections, a 

new Comprehensive 
Plan and the usual gamut of land-use 
problems coming up, the year ahead 
looks nasty – an annus horribilis – and 
I cannot completely ignore the portents. 

Richmond

The non-profit Virginia Public Access 
Project, an apolitical organization ded-

icated to transparency in government, 
reports daily on affairs in Virginia’s cap-
itol. VPAP’s stories make clear that our 
local squabbles are minor. Businesses, 
especially Dominion Power, control the 
legislature. Real estate interests are 
particularly powerful, so expect some 
anti-conservation news.  (See our story 
on page x about Richmond’s attempt to 
seize control of how Loudoun regulates 
wedding venues.)

Envision Loudoun

This pig continues to root in the mud. 
During my soulstice I’m not following it 
closely, but Envision flickers in and out 
of my peripheral vision. 

County planners are making some re-
visions after the draft Comprehensive 
Plan was raucously condemned by citi-
zens in the Planning Commission’s re-
quired public hearing.  Stunningly, a few 
days later citizens’ protests were blown 
off by the tone-deaf leaders of the Plan-
ning Commission in a “work” session.

PC’s  Grand Poobah, Cliff Keirce is 
pushing for a westward expansion of 
the Transition Policy Area, moving hun-
dreds of acres of Rural Policy Area lands 
into the TPA, and pushing for far more 
new houses in the TPA than anyone but 
realtors want. 

The next version of the plan will be 
interesting. It goes back to the Planning 
Commission and thence to the Board of 
Supervisors later this month. It will be a 
dilemma for both.

The Planning Commission has already 
signaled its pro-growth wishes and de-
velopers are happy. One member of the 
PC even proposed that the Comp Plan 
state affirmatively that Loudoun should 
not have a Transfer of Development 
Rights program.

Like parents whose patience has 

boiled away, the Board slapped the PC by 
enthusiastically directing staff to study a 
TDR program.  Thank you, Supervisors!

Trails

Some good news: The Board, by an 
8-0-1 vote, endorsed an “Emerald Rib-
bons” trails system to create much need-
ed trails and parks. The Emerald Ribbons 
plan will be refined by a new citizens 
committee. Working out the details, 
eventually parcel-by-parcel, will take 
hard work, but as co-sponsor Ralph Buo-
na said, “Rome wasn’t built in a day.”

Local Politics

I’ve appreciated our generally 
non-partisan political environment, 
where elected officials and citizens de-
bate local issues. With elections coming 
in November, candidates are donning 
their Republican and Democratic uni-
forms and that disappoints me.

I offer you advice: Support candi-
dates who will sincerely work to protect 
Loudoun’s countryside, but be cynical 
since every candidate will give lip service 
to that goal. For example, Forest Hayes is 
challenging Geary Higgins in the Cato-
ctin District and protecting the west is 
one of his talking points. But why are his 
top six donors all from the developer-re-
altor cabal, to the tune of $47,000? 

 Land Trusts

I’ve written before that land trusts 
need to become more efficient and fo-
cused. The Piedmont Environmental 
Council does good work on environmen-
tal issues, but my personal concern is to 
get permanent conservation easements 
in place to protect Loudoun’s AR-1 area 
from an explosion of subdivisions.  

PEC’s website says it has “helped per-
manently protect over 400,000 acres …”  

The state Department of Conservation 
and Recreation says that a statewide to-
tal of 240,134 acres have been protected, 
someone’s math is off by 160,000 acres.   
PEC recently noted that it secured 
two conservation easements last year, 
both in Orange County, though none 
in Loudoun.  County documents shows 
all conservation easements made in 
Loudoun over the past years, by all land 
trusts. The PEC had only one 68-acre 
easement and that was back in in 2012.

If your worry is having a subdivision 
pop up where the next-door pasture 
used to be, look to land trusts which 
focus specifically on conservation ease-
ments and have a recent track record of 
success.   

More Arrows in the Quiver

To preserve our countryside, the more 
tools we have, the better. One arrow has 
already hit the target: The Conservation 
Easement Assistance Program is now in 
place to help landowners with the front-
end cost of doing a conservation ease-
ment. 

Board members have just nocked two 
more arrows and let fly. The first is a Trans-
fer of Development Rights (TDR) program 
which allows landowners in “sending areas” 
to sell their development rights (e.g., the 
right to build more houses) to developers in 
a “receiving area” more appropriate for in-
creased density.  

The third arrow is a Purchase of Develop-
ment Rights (PDR) in which the County buys 
development rights on vulnerable proper-
ties. While that initially costs the County, 
taxpayers profit greatly in the long run by 
not having to bear the significant initial and 
annually ongoing costs of new houses.  

Both TDR and PDR programs are under 
study now.

OPINION

A February “Soulstice”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Dear Editor:
I always try to keep an open mind on 

candidates for public office.   What I’ve 
heard in the last week from Delegate 
Kathy Tran, Governor Ralph Northam, 

and Delegate Wendy 
Gooditis has shocked 
and disgusted me. 
This kind of extrem-

ism has no place anywhere, especially 
in our government. Our elected officials 
are in their places of power to protect the 
lives and well-being of their constituents. 

 The racist photos of Gov Northam 
aside, I am saddened to hear that local 

Delegate Wendy Gooditis is not only 
standing by her co-sponsorship of the 
repugnant bill promoting abortion up 
until the moment of birth, she, along 
with other delegates, have even criti-
cized the Republicans in the House of 
Delegates for bringing national atten-
tion to the bill.  We deserve to be repre-
sented better than by the likes of Tran 
and Gooditis.

 Another person seeking to represent 
us in Richmond, Mavis Taintor, has re-
mained silent on these issues. While 
I doubt we will hear from Mrs Taintor 
due to her participation in the radically 

pro-abortion women’s march held re-
cently in Winchester, a lack of so much as 
a statement on something so pressing to 
local voters is unacceptable for someone 
who wants to have a hand in the critical 
decisions that will affect all Virginians. 

I call upon Mrs. Taintor to join the vast 
majority of people who stand against 
this sickening bill and the Governor’s 
pro-infanticide remarks, as well as the 
recent disclosure of the Governor’s rac-
ist past. Continued silence on these is-
sues is an answer in itself.  

Michelle Baker
Bluemont 

Where do you stand?

LETTER TO  
THE EDITOR
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Sam & Ray Rees, Associate Brokers | 703-408-4261 | onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com | onthemarketloudoun.com 

On The Market... with Sam & Ray Rees

@onthemarketloudoun

JUST LISTED: Fantastic 3 bed, 2.5 bath 1910 period home renovated with the utmost care by renowned builder. One-of-a-kind details blend seamlessly with the modern two story addition across the 
rear of home. Highlights include: wood floors, beautiful moldings, an entertainment scaled Family Room with wood burning fireplace, upper level with vaulted ceilings with reclaimed beams, 2 full upper level 
modern baths and a tremendous master bedroom with a large custom closet. The centrally located eat-in kitchen has stainless steel appliances, granite counters and custom cabinets (milled from local tree!) 
and the original front parlor and dining rooms offer additional main floor living areas. The unexpected upper & lower screened porches will harken you back to the pace of yesteryear, while the main floor 
laundry room, powder room and 2 car garage will keep you in the 21st century! A charming front porch graces the front of the home and a highly functional deck and fenced yard complete the rear. This 
premium downtown Purcellville location is just a short stroll to Main Street and all it offers. 150 South 12th Street, Purcellville, VA 20132 Offered for $524,500.

OH THE LUXURY... Of Living IN THE PAST...

Under Contract

MIDDLEBURG: 3 acres, $639,900

For Sale

Leesburg: New home sites 2-20 
acres, starting at $679,900

Sold!For SaleFor Sale

For Sale

PURCELVILLE: Classically Sophisticated 
Custom Home on 3 acres, $824,500

PURCELLVILLE: Meticulously Maintained 
Farmhouse w/ Barn 4.61 acres, $599,900

BLUEMONT: Listed for $324,900

 Attention Home Sellers: The 2019 Market is in full 
swing and buyers are eager for housing inventory. 

Please call us today! 703-408-4261

How do you apply for Medicaid? 
Because Medicaid is administered by 

the states, each state has its own eligibility 
requirements and available benefits. Con-

siderable variation can 
exist.

To apply for Medic-
aid, you or your repre-
sentative must use a 
written application on 
a form prescribed by 
your state and signed 

under the pains and penalties of perjury. 
Give the application to your state Medic-
aid office. 

What information must you disclose?
The Medicaid application process will 

require the disclosure of certain personal 
information, including:

• Proof of age, marital status, resi-
dence, and citizenship (or lawful 
alien status).

• Social Security number.

• Verification of receipt of other gov-

ernment benefits, such as Social 
Security, SSI, AFDC, and veterans’ 
benefits.

• Verification of all sources of income 
and assets for you and spouse. (Re-
garding assets, an indication as to 
how title is held (jointly, etc.) should 
be required.)

• A description of any interest you 
or your spouse has in an annuity 
(or similar financial instrument) 
regardless of whether the annuity is 
irrevocable or is treated as an asset.

• Lists of all transfers of income and 
assets within the applicable look-
back period. This should include 
dates of transfer, name of transferee, 
consideration (if any) for transfer, 
and purpose of transfer.

For transfers made on or after February 
8, 2006 (the date of enactment of the Defi-
cit Reduction Act of 2005), the look-back 
period is 60 months for all transfers. The 

AMY AND DAN SMITH

— Amy and Dan Smith’s Planning for Life —

Applying for  
Medicaid Benefits

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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  Jefferson County Vision, a large citizens’ group 
challenging the legality, as well as the community and 
regional impact of the $150 million Rockwool stone-

wool insulation factory in Ranson, 
West Virginia, has filed a formal 
complaint with the Public Service 
Commission in Charleston, calling 

for an immediate cease and desist against what it de-
scribes as “unlawful work by Jefferson Utilities on the 
Rockwool waterline.”

The plant is just 12 miles from the Loudoun County 
line and has also been challenged by citizens’ groups 
and several Loudoun County municipalities, including 
Purcellville. 

Rockwool announced earlier this month that it 
would be financing a waterline directly from Jefferson 

Utilities, abandoning the agreement for state taxpayer 
financing and Jefferson County Development Authori-
ty (JCDA) ownership of the waterline.

According to a recent JCV press release, “The Public 
Service Commission approval for the Rockwool water-
line project states: ‘IT IS FURTHER ORDERED if there 
are any changes in the plans, scope, or terms of financ-
ing of the Project, or changes in rates associated with 
the Project, Jefferson Utilities, Inc., must petition to 
reopen for Commission approval of such changes ... “

“The financing and structure of the waterline proj-
ect, ownership of the line, and cost and rate impact 
have all changed,” said JCV. But, “Jefferson Utilities has 
not filed a petition to reopen, as directed by the Com-
mission Order, and is in violation of the PSC order and 
West Virginia state law.

Carver Center Feb . 18 6:30-9 p .m .
Over the next few months, the Mayors of COLT will be 

meeting with Loudoun County Supervisors, citizens, and 
other key stakeholders to present their opposition along 

with alternative approaches to the Plan-
ning Commissioners’ recommended 
development strategy for the Transition 

Policy Area in the Draft Loudoun 2040 Comprehensive Plan.  
On Tuesday Feb. 19, Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser and 
Hamilton Mayor David Simpson will be hosting a communi-
ty meeting led by The Loudoun County Coalition to discuss 
the Draft Loudoun 2040 Comprehensive Plan as it relates to 
proposed development in the TPA and overall capital im-
pact on the County.  This community meeting will be at the 
Carver Center, 200 E. Willie Palmer Way, in Purcellville from 
6:30 – 9 p.m.

 BY ANDREA GAINES

According to the most recent figures, Loudoun County 
is now home to more than 70 data centers – 13.5 million 

square feet of them – with approxi-
mately 4.5 million square feet under 
development.

Both the Virginia General Assembly 
– which awarded tech giant Amazon three-quarters of a 
billion dollars in subsidies in January, and the Loudoun 
County Department of Economic Development (DED), 
which gives data centers a hefty 6 percent sales and use 
tax exemption -- are giddy about the possibilities of this 
ongoing techno-boom.

This boom has now collided head on with the Envision 
Loudoun process, as the Loudoun County Planning Com-
mission (PC) prepares its recommendations for where 
data centers, other new uses, and the tens of thousands of 
new residential units developers are clamoring for might 
be located. The implications for land use ... are huge.

The PC, as is becoming increasingly clear, is just as en-
thusiastic about data centers as DED Executive Director 
Buddy Rizer.

A recent email alert from the non-profit Transition 
Policy Alliance – a group in favor of Loudoun’s three-part 
suburban east, transitional middle, and rural west growth 
management strategy – noted that “Buddy Rizer ... told 
the Commission that data centers are so hot right now 
that developers are hardly considering any other uses for 
land which permits their construction.”

Noting the big financial and zoning incentives already in 
place for the industry, the Alliance repeated its opposition 
to any “further expansion of data center zoning in the Sub-
urban, Transition, or Rural Policy Areas.”

The group also referenced specific PC recommendations.
“The area adjacent to the controversial True North data 

center on Goose Creek in the Transition Policy Area,” said 
the Alliance, “would be expanded all the way west to Ev-
ergreen Mills Rd., adjacent to the Red Cedar community ... 
Current zoning already allows data centers along Rt. 50 all 
the way to the edge of The Meadows community and very 
close to other residential areas.”

Far from a simple NIMBY (not-in-my-back-yard) senti-
ment, this argument may turn out to be as attractive to a 
residential neighborhood as it might be to a small business 
– a plumber, for example. 

As the Alliance noted in a recent release, the enormous 
bidding power of industry groups such as data centers “can 
drive up the price of Loudoun County property for other 
businesses, especially the small service-oriented business 
that would compete for space in light industrial areas. 
Loudoun data center land can bring over $1M per acre.”

According to the Alliance, when Loudoun’s 2014 Data 
Center Zoning Ordinance was enacted – adding data cen-
ters as a “permitted use” to areas zoned for commercial 
light industry, planned development office parks, re-
search and development parks, and more – DED’s Rizer 
made the comment that data centers “competed for space 
with other uses, and won ... “ 

Said the Alliance in its communication, “If Rizer’s [most 
recent] predictions are correct, the kinds of businesses 
that use these spaces – building contractors, HVAC repair, 
electricians – and offices – will see even more of a cost 
squeeze from data center competition. If we can’t manage 
this, we are on our way to a sea of soulless server bunkers 
and no plumbers ... this also drives up the price of land 
for schools and other public spaces as well ... changes the 
landscape.

“There is clearly concern that we could be riding this 
tiger too far,” said the group, “That we will become too 
dependent on a single industry and pay the price later on 
when the market turns; and that land prices for offices 
and small service businesses will drive up their costs to 
unaffordability.

“Consider the recent Arcola Center decision. A previ-
ously planned walkable mixed-used office/residential/
shopping area now has a huge fenced data center planned 
right in the middle, completely changing the nature of the 
development. What seems a financially sound decision 
for the county in the near term is a disheartening exam-
ple of development to come. Although data center use is a 
windfall for those who own the property, most homeown-
ers nearby don’t want them in their neighborhoods ... “

The Planning Commission finalized the Land Use Chap-
ter of its draft plan on Jan. 31 during a work session. The 
first formal chance for the public to comment will be as 
the Board of Supervisors takes up the draft in this month. 

Citizens’ group files challenge against 
Rockwool waterline approval

Community meeting to 
discuss Loudoun County 
Draft Comp Plan

Data Centers; how many and where: 
TPA, farmland – even plumbers? – at risk

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT
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703-771-3308 • 540-687-5232
    www.facebook.com/jrsniderltd

General Plumbing • Water Treatments • Sewer/Septic

JRSNIDER.COM

We Feel Your Pain!
Iron build up causes many plumbing problems. 

The solution is simple. 

Call us for a truly hassle-free,  
in-home water test. We will be a guide 

and an adviser you can trust 
for all of your plumbing, water treatment  

and wastewater needs. 

Everyone deserves clean, clear water. 

 $150 OFF
Any Iron Removal System

With this coupon.  Not valid with other offers or prior services.  

GOVERNMENT

Purcellville Mayor Fraser to give 
State of the Town address Feb. 11

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fras-
er will give the annual State of the 

Town address at 
7 p.m., Monday, 
Feb. 11, at the 

Purcellville Town Hall, 221 S. Nurs-
ery Avenue. All the public is invited 
to the free event. Mayor Fraser has 
said that he is eager to hear from 
residents of the community at the 
gathering.

“Our annual State of Our Town is 
an opportunity for residents to join 
the conversation about the future of 

Purcellville,” said Fraser. “This open 
gathering invites everyone to join in 
moving forward 
together. This 
is a time to also 
celebrate Pur-
cellville’s ac-
complishments 
and look for-
ward to the year 
ahead,’’ he said.

Mayor Fraser will be giving his 
fifth State of the Town address.

Refreshments will be served.

Whitbeck announces run for  
Board of Supervisors Chair

Call for local arts organizations  
to apply for funding

Calling for lower Greenway tolls and 
better leadership to protect Loudoun’s 
future, attorney John Whitbeck has an-
nounced his candidacy for Chairman of 
the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors. 

 “I want to be a Chairman who puts 
Loudoun County first and gets results,” 
said Whitbeck. 

 “That means fighting a war on traffic, 
having a real strategy for housing and 
development, preserving our rural west, 
keeping taxes low, and committing to 

strong and safe public 
schools.  Our campaign 
will be about the qual-

ity of life issues that matter to Loudoun 
residents, not the angry partisan politics 
that have divided us for too long.”

 Said Whitbeck, “Among other things, 
the recent vote by the incumbent Chair to 
side with the owners of the Greenway to 
guarantee toll increases every year con-
vinced me that Loudoun’s leadership is 
completely off track, and motivated me to 
run for Chair.”

 “Most of my adult life has been spent 
in Loudoun raising a family, building my 

business, and 
working in the 
community as a 
family and men-
tal health attor-
ney.  My chil-
dren were born 
in Loudoun and 
attend Loudoun 

County Public Schools.  My wife Laura 
and I are so blessed with the life we have 
in Loudoun County, and she has been my 
strongest supporter when it comes to giv-
ing back to this great community through 
public service.”

After graduating cum laude from George 
Mason, Whitbeck earned an A.B. in poli-
tics from Occidental College in Los Ange-
les. He practices law in Leesburg, focusing 
on individuals impacted by mental illness, 
and regularly represents children with dis-
abilities in special education cases.

Whitbeck helped start the George Ma-
son University Law and Mental Illness 
Clinic which provides pro bono legal rep-
resentation to families of mentally ill in-
dividuals needing psychiatric treatment.

 Local non-profit arts organizations 
(those with 501(c)3 status) may submit re-
quests for funding to the Purcellville Arts 

Council by 5 p.m. on 
Friday, March 1, for 
arts activities that will 

be held in Purcellville between July 1, 2019 
through June 30, 2020. To help fund quali-
fying activities approved by the Purcellville 
Arts Council, the Town of Purcellville is 

applying for a grant from the Virginia Com-
mission for the Arts’ Creative Communities 
Partnership Grant Program. The Town will 
match the amount awarded through that 
program. A total of up to $9,000 will be dis-
tributed to independent arts organizations 
that have applied for and been awarded 
support for arts activities within the town.

 Eligible applicants must be organizations 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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203 Harrison Street 
Leesburg, Virginia 20175

Tuskies.com     703-771-9300

Richmond has quickly become one of the go to Cities for 

Craft Beer with Vinepair.com voting it the #1 City in the 

World for Beer. We figured that called for a Celebratory 

Dinner, with Bacon as the co host!

February 20th at 7pm $85 Inclusive

of
Bacon Dinner
BEERS    RICHMOND
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CALL JOHN.

G E T  M O R E .
JOHN CONSTANT
A S S O C I A T E  B R O K E R

703.585.6278 | JOHN@ATOKAPROPERTIES.COM

S  O  L  D

BY ANDREA GAINES

This beautiful vineyard property at 
13902 Bronco Lane in Lovettsville will suit 
only the most special buyer.

Not because anyone would not die to 
live here.  But, because it was designed and 
built to fulfill a country dream – the grow 

grapes, to have room 
for all manner of farm 
and other animals, 
perhaps to build a 

pond one day, and to cook and entertain 
while enjoying a fantastic view of it all 
through soaring windows, French doors 
and expansive porches and decks.

This is Quartz Hill Farm, an architect-de-
signed custom home on 16-acres in an 
equestrian community – with no HOA – in 
Lovettsville.  Your very own family vine-
yard with well-established vines ready to 
be harvested.

The home itself, is just beautiful.  So 
open, and so bright.

It has hardwood floors throughout on 
the main floor, high-end kitchen applianc-
es, a wrap-around porch, a lovely dining 
room, and a two-story foyer.  The first-floor 
family room features a large, custom-built 
Tulikivi soapstone stove.  The kitchen area 
and first floor also includes a coffee bar/

butler’s pantry.  There is also a powder 
room, mud room and laundry room.

The spacious bedrooms on the second 
floor – including the master suite – have 
the same bright and open feel, with beau-
tiful views of the vineyards, paddocks and 
fields on the property.

And, the property is so picturesque and 
productive.

The established vines produce Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Petite Verdot grapes. Three 
local wineries have purchased the fruit 
each year for their own excellent wines. 
The homeowners are ready and willing to 
provide the new owners with the informa-
tion needed to continue their successful 
operation. 

The property is divided in five sections – 
16 acres total. There are two small streams 
which combine to one, and provide year 
round water and excellent potential for a 
pond. In the past the property has been 
used for horses and sheep, but it is current-
ly used for hay and wine production. Some 
fencing is in place, and the property in-
cludes two large sheds, one of which could 
be converted from farm/vine equipment to 
a horse barn if desired. 

Could this, should this, all be yours?  Call 
agent Kimberly Hurst at 703 932-9651 and 
tempt the possibility.

Quartz Hill Farm

REAL ESTATE

Perfect family home, perfect 
family vineyard estate  

13902 Bronco Lane 
Lovettsville 
MLS:  Will be active Feb. 7 
Beds/Baths:  4 beds, 3.5 baths 
Total Acreage: 16 acres 
List Price:  $825,000
Agent: Kimberly Hurst 
703 932-9651 
Website: YourCountryHome.net
Email:  Kim@MiddleburgRealEstate.com

On Jan. 2, the powerful Virginia House Committee 
on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources 
voted to add wedding-related events to the long list of 
“agritourism” activities exempt from local regulation.

When the full Virginia House of Delegates to up the 
measure, HR2364 on Feb. 4, the bill was defeated by 
a vote of 60 to 37 with 2 not voting.  But that does 

not mean the bill will not be back 
at some point.

As originally proposed, the “Wed-
dings-By-Right” bill preserved the 

power of local government to regulate large events – 
attended by 250 people or more – while also limiting 
the exemption to farms, wineries, and other venues 
holding 12 or fewer wedding events a year. Reasonable, 
“site-specific conditions,” as they are known, are a pow-

erful reality check on agritourism generally, acknowl-
edging that you can’t hold a 300-person wedding on a 
one-lane gravel road without compromising the safety 
of the public. You can’t subject neighbors – or the farm 
operation next to you – to regular and potentially loud 
special events without reasonable restrictions.

But, in a move that surprised many, this language 
was stricken from the bill in committee, potentially 
allowing any business or individual in the loosely de-
fined “agritourism” industry to churn out large special 
events 365 days a year.

In a newsletter to supporters, Piedmont Environ-
mental Council Director of State Policy Dan Holmes 
said: “This bill, as amended, removes the opportunity 
for local governments to balance the impacts of traf-
fic-generating events on neighboring residences and 

agricultural operations.”
Many believe the bill is more about promoting the 

events centers popping up all over rural areas than it 
is about supporting the concept of true agritourism.

In recent years, Virginia legislators have proposed 
and won approval for less and less local control, and 
more and more state control over issues relating to 
planning and zoning.

And that state control, particularly with respect to 
agritourism, is far-reaching.

Virginia defines “agricultural product” as “any live-
stock, aquaculture, poultry, horticultural, floricultural, 
viticulture, silvicultural, or other farm crops.”

An “agritourism activity” is any activity “carried 
out on a farm or ranch that allows members of the  

Va. House Committee fails in bid to make ‘nuptials by-right’ for agritourism areas

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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BY ANDREA GAINES

Loudoun’s heartbeat – the 
essence of the place – is a beautiful 
combination of the old and the 
new. Loudoun County’s business 
community seems to want to evolve, 
and act on new opportunities, while 
also staying the same, preserving the 
best of what it is.

For this February 2019 Valentine’s 
Day Grapevine we feature two small 
businesses that celebrate the best 
of this idea – Red Fox Inn & Tavern 
in Middleburg, and The Conche 
“chocolate boutique” in Leesburg. 
Only in a place like Loudoun 
County will you find such a rarified 
combination of 18th Century charm 
and 21st Century entrepreneurship. 

George Washington really did sleep here

The Red Fox Inn & Tavern – 
established in 1728 – is one of the 
most authentic places of its kind 
in the state of Virginia. George 
Washington – and Gen. Jeb Stuart, 
and John F. Kennedy, and Elizabeth 
Taylor – really did sleep here. 

This elegant, warm, and delicious 
dining and sleeping spot has nineteen 
inn rooms, suites and cottages, a full 
service restaurant and bar, concierge 
services, and “surprising little 
luxuries and conveniences” that make 
its guests’ stay extra special.

The tavern – quintessential old-
time Virginia – has a lovely colonial 
atmosphere with gleaming woodwork, 
low ceilings, and candlelight. 
Overnight guests enjoy a daily hunt 
country breakfast. But, guest or not, 
stop by any morning, afternoon, or 
evening for a bite – all time-travelers 
are welcome.

Red Fox Inn & Tavern, 2 East 
Washington Street in Middleburg – 
540 687-6301, www.redfox.com.

Covered in chocolate

“I’m ... thrilled to see more original 
concepts and artisans stepping up 
to open their own unique businesses 
throughout Loudoun County. It’s such 
an exciting time ... !”

This is how celebrity chef Santosh 
Tiptur – whose personality is as bold 

and extravagant as the savories and 
sweets at his Leesburg restaurant, 
The Conche – describes the 
economic opportunities present in 
today’s Loudoun County.

The Conche – a little newer than 
the Red Fox – is a self-described 
“chocolate theme boutique 
restaurant.” The term conche 
or “conching” describes a late 
18th Century breakthrough in 
the production of chocolate – “a 
prolonged churning and stirring” that 
produces a product of the highest 
quality and most reliable consistency.

Everything Tiptur serves, from his 
Parmesan and Rosemary Fries (with 
Calabrian & Chocolate Dip) to his 
Shrimp Tagliatelle (with Broccoli 
Rabe Pesto) to his Sour Cream Layer 
Cake (with Muscovado Sugar Ice 
Cream), celebrates the idea that the 
best of the new is based on the best of 
the old ... and covered in chocolate.

The Conche is located at 1605 
Village Market Boulevard in 
Leesburg, 703 779-1800, www.the-
conche.com.

SMALL 
BUSINESS 

GRAPEVINE

SMALL 
BUSINESS 

GRAPEVINE

Loudoun’s Hearbeat

Red Fox Inn & Tavern
 MIDDLEBURG

Conche Restaurant
LEESBURG

To have your small business featured  
in our Small Business Grapevine,  

contact Andrea Gaines via email at  
andrea@andreagaines.com.

THEME FOR MARCH

“I've Got A Secret”
THEME FOR APRIL

“A Breath of Fresh Air”
THEME FOR MAY 2019

“Flowers, Flowers  
and More Flowers”

540.364.8181
ConestogaBuildings.com

STYLISH, CUSTOM 

EQUINE 
STRUCTURES

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

AWARD WINNING 
STRUCTURES
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Sunday morning 
rental space now 

available! 
 

Carver Center 
200 Willie Palmer Way 
Purcellville, VA 20141 

571-258-3400 

The Purcellville Lions Club has an-
nounced that Tree of Life and The 
Loudoun County Salvation Army are the 
main beneficiaries of its 2019 charity golf 
tournament.

“The Loudoun County Salvation Army 
and Tree of Life are well-established lo-

cal charitable organi-
zations that we have 
long supported and 
both epitomize our 

Lions’ motto, ‘We Serve,’ said President 
Brewer.

When asked about their use of the un-
expected proceeds from the July 1 tour-
nament at the Loudoun Golf & Country 
Club in Purcellville, Director Nunaley 
said, “This will help fund our needs in 
affordable housing and our relief efforts 
for those who are hurting.” Captain Ram-
aji said, “Great for all programs and ser-
vices needed by low-income families. We 
give 85 percent of donated dollars back 
to our community.”

Brewer added that the Lions Club will 
use its portion of the proceeds to sup-
port local programs and its eyeglasses,  

Purcellville Lions 
Club announces 
beneficiaries of golf 
tournament

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

Loudoun team shoots for Olympics
Team LoCo Motion recently participat-

ed in its first Virginia Junior Olympic State 
Championship, a qualifying match for the 
National Junior Olympic Championship.  A 
total of five athletes competed in the 25-me-

ter Sport Pistol event.  
The team established 
an Olympic pistol 

squad two months ago,  and the girls took 
third and fourth place, and the boys came in 
fifth through seventh.

The Virginia Junior Olympic Champion-
ship was held in Centreville and hosted by 
the Arlington-Fairfax Izaak Walton League. 

The 25-meter Sport Pistol is an Olympic 
event which is regulated by USA Shooting, 
the national governing board for Olympic 
shooting sports in the United States. 

Virginia athletes will be notified in 
mid-February if they have qualified for an in-
vitation to compete in the national champi-
onship, which is held at the National Olym-
pic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado. For more information about the team, 
visit www.locomotionfoundation.org.

Left to right: Ethan Jardines, Jack 
Bright, Lauren Creese, Adam 

Jardines and Corinne Whisenant.

Lovettsville Co-op Market meeting, chili cook off Feb. 21
The Lovettsville Co-op Market will host 

its Annual Member Meeting Thursday, Feb. 
21, at 7:30 pm at the Lovettsville Volunteer 
Fire & Rescue event hall. The meeting will 
be preceded by a chili cook off, open to 
members and non-members, that will start 
at 6:30. Participants are welcome to bring a 
slow cooker of their favorite homemade chili 
at 6:20 pm to set up. Chili will be available 
for tasting by attendees, with guest judges 
choosing the winner, who will receive a $50 
gift certificate from the 1836 Kitchen and 
Taproom in Lovettsville. Local wine will 

be available for purchase, as well as non-
alcoholic beverages.

The first person to become a new member 
of the Co-op during the chili cook off will 
receive a complimentary ticket to the 
Farmer’s Feast dinner at Market Table Bistro 
this spring – a $75 value.

Those interested in learning more about 
the Co-op’s mission, and its plan for a grocery 
store in the space currently occupied by the 
LVFR, are encouraged to attend in the 6:30 
hour. Board members will be available to 
answer questions and provide short tours of 

the future grocery store space. 
The Lovettsville Cooperative Market and 

LVFR announced plans in the summer of 
2016 to locate the future Co-op grocery store 
within the existing LVFR building on Berlin 
Turnpike. The collaborative agreement will 
go into effect after LVFR moves to a new 
station adjacent to its current location.

Inquiries about the Annual Member 
Meeting and chili cook off can be made by 
contacting info@lovettsville-grocery.com. 
To learn more visit www.lovettsville-grocery.
com.
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On Jan. 25 the 5th grade class at Emerick 
Elementary performed My Son Pinocchio Jr. to 
a packed crowd at Loudoun Valley High School.  
The whole 5th grade class – all 98 students – 
were a sensation. The overall message ... let your 

children be who they want to 
be – it is important to accept 
them for who they are.

“I really enjoyed working with these students, 
as they were so responsible and committed to 
making this show our huge success,” said Cindy 
Eberhardt, music specialist at Emerick, the 
director and producer of the musical. 

A big shout goes to Tiffany Mussmon who is 
the parent liaison at Emerick, the choreographer 
and assistant director of the production.

Stacey Marsh was the costume designer, and 
Jean Troup was the fairy designer.

Laura Ours and Lindsay Glass were the set 
designers, and Bryan Pecoraro was in charge of 
technical support.

Jim Willits was responsible for the idyllia 
machine and Josh Champney took care of 
the alphabet blocks.  Marcos Salinas did the 
videotaping and Rockridge High School made 
Pinocchio’s nose.

Said Mrs. Haddock, Principal of Emerick, “I am 
going to give a no homework pass next week.”

This drew a loud applause from the students 
who gave a magnificent and impressive 
performance. If there had been a scout in the 
audience, there would be no 5th graders left at 
Emerick Elementary!

Emerick shines Camp Counselors 
needed for 
upcoming summer 
program

The Town of Leesburg’s Parks and 
Recreation department is recruiting 
camp counselors for their upcoming 
summer program, 
which will run June 
10 to August 16, at Ida 
Lee Recreation Center.

Counselors will be responsible for 
the safety and supervision of children, 
between the ages of 3 and 14, while 
leading and implementing activities 
that include arts and crafts, recreational 
games, and sports.

All counselors must know and 
understand emergency procedures and 
follow safety guidelines associated with 
the camp program. Counselors must be 
CPR/First Aid certified prior to the first 
day of camp and attend a mandatory 
training June 3 to 6 from 4 to 9 p.m.

Interested applicants must be 
high school graduates and have prior 
experience working with children. To 
apply, visit www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/leesburgva.

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
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1-800-524-1603 • www.totalremodelingsystems.com
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Take advantage of our 
warm winter pricing

17% 
OFF
—————

UP TO $5000
EXPIRES 2/28/19

Remembering Bruce Herbert “Bud” Berry                

Bruce Herbert Berry, 87, of 
Round Hill, born in Allegheny 
County, Pennsylvania, passed 
away peacefully at his home 
on Sunday, Jan. 20, surround-
ed by family and friends.

He is survived by his wife 
of 65 years, Joy; three daugh-
ters, Margaret “Peggy” (Gary), 
Debra “Debbie” (Perry) and 
Susan “Susie” (Mike); seven grand-
children, Jennie (Scotty), Kim, Gary, Jr. 
(Kara), Jaime (J.R.), Krystle (Steve), Kile 
(Angela) and Sayler; eleven great-grand-
children, Logan, Skye, Sam, Trae, Maggie, 

Ben, Zac, Alex, Chase, Rhys and 
J.J.; and numerous family mem-
bers and friends. 

A celebration of life will be 
held 12 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., Satur-
day, Feb. 9, at Carver Center, 200 
East Willie Palmer Way, Purcell-
ville, VA 20132. Burial will be 
private.

Arrangements are being han-
dled by Enders & Shirley Funeral Home 
in Berryville. 

To view the obituary and send condo-
lences online, please visit www.ender-
sandshirley..com.

David Dailey, a Captain with the Arlington Police De-
partment has been selected as the Deputy Chief for the 

Purcellville Police Department.  Dai-
ley will begin his duties in this in-
augural position as Deputy Chief on 
March 4.  

While with the Arlington Police Department, Dailey 
was the recipient of the Division Commanders Award, 
Life Saving Award, and Meritorious Action Award. During 
Dailey’s 29-year law enforcement career, he epitomized 
collaborative relationships, strong ethical standards, and 
his superiors praise him for his strong work ethic.  

 The Town partnered with Springsted/Waters Exec-
utive Recruitment to conduct a nationwide search. The 
town received 42 applications, and six individuals were 
chosen to move to the final selection process where an 
on-site interview, assessment panel, and final interviews 
were conducted. The final interview with the Town Man-
ager, David Mekarski, concluded the process. “The cre-
ation of this position was one of the integral elements 
recommended by Chief Timothy Longo, Sr. of the Virgin-
ia Association of Chiefs of Police in the organizational 
assessment as part of the Final Public Report of Audit 
and phase 2 investigation. 

The audit and assessment in-
cludes thirteen recommenda-
tions to increase the level of ser-
vice to the community, through 
rebuilding staff and command 
positions, relocation of police 
headquarters to a more secure 
and functional facility, training, 
as well as an array of administra-
tive improvements to increase 

the efficiency and effectiveness of the department,” said 
Mekarski.

Purcellville hires deputy police chief

GOVERNMENT
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Purcellville, $237,500
Historic Gem, 3.75 ac

Bluemont, $400,000
Updated Farmhouse, 1 ac

Marshall, $739,000
45+ac, Potential Horse Farm

Licensed in VA & WV
MarcyC@MarcyC.com 

540.533.7453
www.MarcyC.com

Facebook @MarcyCantatore 
Instagram @MarcyCSells

SELLING
HOMES, FARMS

and LAND

Purcellville, 10ac, $160,000 
Bluemont, 1.45ac, $100,000
Leesburg, 4.4ac, $225,000

Paris, 1.57ac, $97,500 
Summit Pt WV, 8+ac , $125,000 

Bluemont, .77ac, $75,000

LAND-BUILD DREAM HOME!

Berryville, $419,000
No HOA, Pool, Custom LL

Purcellville, $659,000
Backs to Golf Course

Summit Point, $725,000
57+ac, “Wildwood” c 1869

Round Hill $395,000
HW Floors, FP, Great Back Yard

sold in bluemont

Marcy Knows the Local Market

sold in bluemont

Licensed in VA & WV
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540.533.7453
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Purcellville, $659,000
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57+ac, “Wildwood” c 1869
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HW Floors, FP, Great Back Yard
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SOLD - Lovettsville

SOLD - AldieSOLD - Bluemont

UNDER CONTRACT

Local, Full-Time Experience Since 1993

Build your dream 
home on one of 

these lovely parcels!
BLUEMONT, .77AC, $60,000

PURCELLVILLE, 8AC, $160,000

It started out as a way to promote local artists 
and raise a little money for small private Mon-
tessori School.  Today is is one of the most rec-
ognized and most anticipated art events in the 
area – full of exquisite art, great joy and great 
purpose.

The official name of the event is the 8th An-
nual Art of the Piedmont Art 
Auction & Reception and it 
is coming to the historic 

Middleburg Community Center on Feb. 22.
The event features nearly 30 fine local artists, 

delicious hors d’oeuvres from Field & Main in 
Marshall, and a bar sponsored by the Piedmont 
Fox Hounds, which also benefits the school.

Virginia Living Magazine readers took no-
tice of the event in 2018 and voted it “Best Art 
Event in Northern Virginia.”  The stiff compe-
tition recognizes 1,000 winners in 320 catego-
ries. 

According to BethAnn Slater, Head of School, 
the event has evolved to be the school’s biggest 
annual fundraiser.  

“We always wanted the event to be a win-
win for the school and the artists,” said Slater.  
“We’re in our 8th year now, and every year we’ve 
been able to fill the walls with great, great art.

Every artist seems to sell something, and 
some ... sell everything.”

The school splits the sales 50/50 with each 
artist – that’s where the win-win comes in.  
And, importantly, emphasized Slater, every-
thing the school takes in goes to two very im-
portant places – student scholarships and pro-
fessional development.

Middleburg Montessori School is a nonprof-
it organization welcoming children from birth 
through 15 years into diverse learning commu-
nities, nurturing independence and a love of 
learning.

It has expanded its reach in the last several 
years and now serves families from Fauquier, 
Loudoun, Clarke, and Frederick Counties.

“Art of the Piedmont” is presented by Mid-
dleburg Montessori School, Feb. 22, 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m., ticket prices $20 (general admission) to 
$50 (early VIP reception).  For tickets go to ar-
tofthepiedment.org.  Contact phone: 540 687-
5210, email: infor@artofthepiedmont.org. 

‘Best Art Event in Northern 
Virginia’ is back

Art of the Piedmont, Feb. 22

Artwork by (top to bottom): Debbie 
Cadenas, Tiffany Budzisz, Teresa 
Duke, Ron Lieberman

Art of the Piedmont features  
the who’s who of local artists

Anthony Barham, Antonia Walker, Armand Cabrera, Bill Rock, Bonnie 
Hoover, Brittany Beiersdorf-Ross, Catherine Giglio, Cathy Zimmerman, 
Cody Leeser, Daphne vom Baur, Debbie Cadenas, Deborah Morrow, 
Gail Guirreri-Maslyk, Jill E. Po yerd, Jillian Holland, Katherine Riedel, 
Kevin H. Adams, Laura Hopkins, Lee Newman, Marci Nadler, Mike 
Budzisz, Misia Broadhead, Ron Lieberman, Teresa Duke, Tiffany 

Budzisz, Tim Maloney, Tom Neel

COMMUNITY

The Blue Ridge Eagles, the 
Purcellville chapter of the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, in January donated a 
total of $10,000 to four local charities. 

The four are: Tree of Life of 
Purcellville, dedicated to aiding 
the poor; Ability Fitness Center of 

Leesburg, a gym for people with dis-
abilities; Loudoun Therapeutic Center 
of Leesburg, which uses horses’ healing 
power to aid people with physical, intel-
lectual, and emotional challenges; and 
Good Shepherd Alliance of Ashburn, 
which aids the homeless. 

Blue Ridge Eagles donate 
$10K to local charities
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LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss 

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch  
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and  

limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM. 
 

Our licensed adult day  
centers provide: 
 A safe, social environment 
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 Respite for caregivers  
    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 
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200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 
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Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 
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    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 

Purcellville 
co-located w/ Carver Center 

200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 

 

Leesburg 
near Leesburg Airport 

16501 Meadowview Ct. 
703-771-5334 

 

Video online at:  www.loudoun.gov/adultday 
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 
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Enjoy selling?

Enjoy people?

Want to work  
in your  

community?

Come grow with us!

Inquire by email at 
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Haas to give back.
According to Haas, lining up host families can be diffi-

cult – but always rewarding.
“It always works out in the end,” said Haas, “But at one 

point, I myself put up five players. 
My house was known as ‘the bach-
elor pad’ ... ‘the Cannons’ hangout.’ 

“I like to be able have a hous-
ing program that provides 30 host 
families, with 10 back-ups,” con-
tinued Haas. “We also like to line 
up some part-time host families.”

The value of the host family to 
the team is reinforced by Ridge 
Fuller, Cannons Vice President, 
General Manager, and Assistant 
Coach. “Without support from lov-
ing hosts,” says, Fuller, “We would 
not have the ability to make last-
ing impacts on the lives of col-
lege-aged student athletes. Find-
ing the host families is a big job 
with lots of demands.”

So who are these major league 
hopefuls, and what do they bring 
to the Cannons?

Well, the team announced re-
cently that three infielders from 
Loyola Marymount University in 
California would be joining their 
bench. They are Tomas Delgado, 
who played shortstop at Bontia High School in Cali-
fornia, and “excelled” on the diamond, Ryan Kawano, a 
switch-hitting second baseman who hit .274 in an exhi-

bition league last summer, and Matthew Piotrowski, a 
switch-hitting shortstop.

There is right-handed pitcher Greg Duncan from the 
University of Virginia. From Centerville, last year Dun-
can pitched in 60 innings with an ERA of 2.25 with four 

complete games and 45 strike-
outs.

There is Lovettsville native 
Clayton Baine, who returns to 
the Cannons after hitting .313 
over seven games last season.

From James Madison Uni-
versity is third-baseman/short-
stop Carson Bell, a native of 
Montross, Virginia. According 
to the Cannons, JMU Coach 
Marlin Ikenberry has the high-
est of praise for Bell, saying, 
“Carson is a tenacious infield-
er whose wide array of talents 
really thrive on the left side of 
the field. He too is a three-sport 
athlete that can use his flexibil-
ity and agility to his advantage. 
He is a left-handed hitter who 
has made a reputation for him-
self as one of the best hitters in 
the state of Virginia.”

Another JMU player to go 
with the Cannons is right-hand-
ed pitcher Christopher Wallace, 
from North Huntingdon, Penn-

sylvania. Said Ikenberry of Wallace, “As a player, Chris 
shows a sense of determination and motivation that 
cannot be taught ... His variety of pitches allows him to 

be unpredictable to hitters, which includes one of the 
best breaking balls I’ve seen.”

Also from JMU is popular catcher Kyle Hayes, who will 
be returning for the 2019 season, too. Hayes, according 
to the Cannons, “Possesses elite level catching skills 
with an unmatched ability to receive and frame pitches.”

Two players new to the Cannons 2019 roster are com-
ing from nearly 5,000 miles away, having played for the 
University of Hawaii Rainbow Warriors baseball. This 
includes freshman right-handed hitting catcher/cor-
ners player Max Crabbe, and right-handed pitcher Blaze 
Pontes, who posted a 0.95 ERA in his senior year of high 
school.

And, New York – again via JMU – is helping the Can-
nons field another great team this year, too.

From the Bronx is left-handed pitcher Richie Rodri-
guez. Said JMU’s Ikenberry, “Richie is going to make his 
presence known when on the field. He’s a smart pitcher 
who knows how to pitch to the weaknesses of his oppo-
nents.”

So ... great new talent is coming into the Cannons’ 
orbit for the 2019 season from Hawaii to California to 
Pennsylvania to right here in Northern Virginia, adding 
to the great talent already here. 

Everything’s falling into place, including, hopefully, a 
great roster of host families.

If you are interested in discussing the host family op-
tion, email Brian Haas at CannonsHousing@gmail.com.

According to the Cannons’ website, a season tickets 
pass for a family of four is currently discounted from 
$100 to $80. The season tickets pass for a family of six is 
discounted from $125 to $90.

For the most up-to-date information on the Cannons, 
go to the team’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/val-
leyleaguecannons. 

Kenny Oyama, an outfielder with the Cannons last 
year, was hosted by the Gebhardt family. Oyama 
had a special bond with the Gebhardts’ young son.

CANNONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

18 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY  |  www.BlueRidgeLeader.com FEBRUARY 2019

mailto:CannonsHousing@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/valleyleaguecannons
http://www.facebook.com/valleyleaguecannons


Loudoun Propane
“Your Hometown Propane Company”

(703)777-2051

$2.20/gallon

Only

No extra delivery or hazardous material fees.
Valid for current, former and new customers. 
Amount will be pre-authorized on credit card before delivery.
Price only valid for customer owned tanks 500 gallons and larger.
Please allow one week for delivery and offer subject to expiration without prior notice.

®

®

Clip and Save
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or less, call Jim for the current price.
(C) 2019, all rights reserved.

Loudoun County Parks, Recreation 
and Community Services and the 
Northern Virginia Community College 
Loudoun Campus have announced 
plans to launch an emerging artist 
festival highlighting the talents of 

young “makers and 
creators.”  Lights on 
Loudoun provides a 

venue for area students to showcase 
their talents in the visual and 
performing arts.  The event will be held 
Saturday, April 6, from 2 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on the Loudoun campus located 
at 21200 Campus Drive, Sterling.

The festival offers a safe 
environment where young artists can 
share their work, meet up- and-coming 
artists, collaborate and learn from 
professional artists and performers.  
Event participants will have access 
to free installation workshops, 

Q & A sessions, opportunities to 
discover higher education offerings 
in the performing and fine arts and a 
hospitality suite during the live event.

Students 14 and older currently 
attending a high school in Loudoun 
County or being home- schooled, and 
NOVA students with a valid ID for the 
spring 2019 semester, are eligible to 
participate.  Submissions for work in 
all art modalities will be considered, 
including 2D visual art, 3D visual art, 
theater, spoken word, creative writing, 
improv comedy, live music, film and 
projected digital art.  Current high 
school students under the age of 14 can 
contact alexander.beard@loudoun.
gov regarding eligibility.

Interested makers and creators 
will find eligibility criteria, online 
application materials and event details 
at www.lightsonloudoun.com.

Registration for artist  
festival is open

COMMUNITY

ADVERTISE WITH US.
Advertise@BlueRidgeLeader.com
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Loudoun 's Local Businesses
PIANO LESSONS

children & adults
CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

We Take 
Custom Orders!

201 N 23rd Street, Purcellville

(540) 441-7996
www.SweetRoseBakeShop.com

‘PERSONAL RECREATION FIELDS’, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Oct. 6th

COME QUILT WITH US!
We make quilts to support  

patients in Loudoun Hospital.
Our hours are 10AM-5PM, Tues, Wed, Fri, & Sat

All levels of sewing accepted.

said Harris, “particularly without public hearings 
and much more stringent regulation of design 
and monitoring. Furthermore, we believe that 
our adjacent land has been, and will continue to 
be, negatively affected by this landfill. The ‘orig-
inal’ landfill alone is an egregiously intrusive 
presence, magnified by the additional height of 
the unapproved layers of waste.”

November 2018 County documents indicate 
that the infill operations at the site had exceeded 
what was allowed by the original plan, including 
grade (height) limitations. A Notice of Violation 
and Stop Work Order was issued by the Depart-
ment of Planning and Zoning at that time.

According to the County, the landowner was in viola-
tion of five land use provisions related to the stockpiling 
of dirt, site plan requirements, zoning permits, and others, 
and was required to “immediately cease the acceptance of 
all fill material,” and remove excess material from the site. 

The Gable Farm property owner appealed the County’s 
decision in December 2018, delaying any action until that 
appeal could be heard by the Board of Zoning Appeals in 
February/March 2019.

As the letter from Cattail, LC said, “We believe that our 
land has been, and will continue to be, negatively affect-
ed by this landfill.  We are also concerned that landfills 
masquerading as apparently innocuous recreational sites 
could be approved throughout rural Loudoun.

“Our estimate of the volume of the landfill ranges 
from at least 220,000 to more than 420,000 cubic yards 
... a range from four (4) to eight (8) times larger than the 
County’s 50,000 cubic yard ‘threshold’ that the Board had 
discussed in 2017 … As detailed ... a ‘dirt stockpile’ having 
exactly the same physical characteristics as this ‘personal 
field’ would not be permissible on this site without a spe-
cial exception, whether four or eight times larger ...”

Yearly aerial footage taken between 2015 and 2018 
shows “land disturbances,” says Cattail, LC, apparent-
ly “extending beyond the approved plan limits.” County 
documents from Fall 2018 show that 12 sites within the 

Gable PRF area are either outside of plan limits or at 
heights above approved elevation limits.

These and other apparent violations were noted as part 
of the County’s November 2018 Notice of Violation and 
Stop Work Orders. 

According to Cattail, LC, videos and photos also show 
that “The waste dumped at the landfill may be large-
ly demolition and construction debris, but there are no 
manifests (records of contents and origin) available to the 
public ... We also observed the dumping of liquid waste at 
the landfill [with aerial photos showing] “probable traces 
of liquid dumping at the landfill.”

Quoting groundwater experts, Cattail, LC has also noted:
“Numerous investigations ... have shown that ... infiltra-

tion of water through refuse causes water-table mound-
ing within or below the landfill.”

“Water-table mounding causes leachate to flow down-
ward and outward from the landfill …”

“Downward flow of leachate may threaten groundwater 
resources.”

“Outward flow normally causes leachate springs at the 
periphery of the landfill or seepage into streams or other 

surface-water bodies.” 
Cattail, LC notes that there is no record 

of Gable Farm accepting fees for the dump-
ing of the construction refuse. However, 
in documents submitted to the County, 
Cattail, LC made the following point: “As-
suming a minimum per-truckload cost (no 
weight charges included) of $420 ... the po-
tential revenue from dumping this much 
demolition and construction waste at the 
landfill would be $11.8 million. The word 
‘potential’ is used intentionally: we do not 
know what, if anything, was charged for 
dumping at this ‘non-commercial personal 
recreational field’.”

 “We are bewildered and astonished by the 
County’s approach to the regulation of this 
activity, which has been termed the ‘utili-
zation of excessive fill.’ The primary mech-

anism of regulation seems to be through an erosion and 
sediment control plan. There do not seem to be any other 
County regulations specific to the siting, height, extent, 
volume, or contents of such ‘personal recreational fields.’

“We are extremely concerned about the negative effects 
that this particular landfill has had, and will continue to 
have, on our adjacent land. We are also concerned that 
more such ‘personal fields’ could be built throughout rural 
Loudoun County: the potential revenues are enormous, 
and regulatory controls are apparently minimal.”

Cattail, LC went on to make specific recommendations 
on how to address the problems it sees with the Gable Per-
sonal Recreational Field, and “mitigating the impacts of 
this particular landfill and for regulating future ‘personal 
recreational fields’.” 

As the Gable Farm property owner appealed the Coun-
ty’s December 2018 order to stop work, action on the issue 
is delayed until the appeal can be heard by the Board of 
Zoning Appeals in February/March 2019.

If Gable Farm should decide to apply for the Special 
Exception (SPEX), the matter would be heard by the 
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors.
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Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

Loudoun 's Local Businesses

Looking for 
supporters of 

local business? 

Advertise 
with us.

advertise@
blueridgeleader.com

BRRRR...
IT’S COLD

OUT THERE

Sale ends 2/17/2019
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waiting period begins on: (1) the first day 
of the month during or after which assets 
have been transferred, or (2) the date of 
first possible eligibility for Medicaid (but 
for the penalty period), whichever is later.

Federal law generally requires state 
agencies to determine an applicant’s el-
igibility for Medicaid within 90 days for 
those who apply on the basis of disability 
and within 45 days for all other applicants. 
State agencies must send each applicant 
a written notice of its decision. If the ap-
plication is approved, the applicant will 
be notified of the effective date of his or 
her Medicaid eligibility (which can cover 
a retroactive period of up to 90 days from 
the date of the application), as well as a 
calculation of the applicant’s “patient paid 
amount” or the amount of the monthly 
medical expenses that the applicant will be 
responsible for paying from his or her own 
income. If eligibility is denied, the reasons 
for the denial must be outlined, the rele-
vant regulation cited, and an explanation 
of appeal rights outlined.

What are your appeal rights?
Federal law requires states to provide 

an opportunity for a fair hearing before 
the state Medicaid agency to any individ-
ual whose claim for medical assistance is 
denied or not acted upon with reasonable 

promptness or to any recipient who be-
lieves the agency has acted erroneously. To 
appeal, you must sign the request for a fair 
hearing within the time stated on the no-
tice of denial. The time frame is generally 
anywhere from 30 to 90 days.

Hearings are handled by administrative 
officers, with review authority in state courts 
of appeal, federal circuit courts of appeal 
and, ultimately, the U.S. Supreme Court. 

If the hearing decision is favorable to the 
applicant, the state Medicaid agency must 
make corrective Medicaid payments retroac-
tive to the date an incorrect action was taken.

The foregoing contains general information only and 
is not intended to convey investment advice.  Amy 
Smith is a CERTIEIFED FINANCIAL PLANNER 
™.  Certified Financial Planner Board of standards 
owns the certification marks CFP™, CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER™and CFP™ in the U.S.. 
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial 
Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC, Investment 
Advisory Services are offered through Amy V. Smith 
Wealth Management, LLC. Amy V. Smith Wealth 
Management, LLC is not a registered broker/dealer 
and is independent of Raymond James Financial 
Services. Her office is located at 161 Fort Evans Road, 
NE, Suite 345, Leesburg, VA 20176, 703 669-5022,  
(www.amysmithwealthmanagement.com) Dan 
Smith is not affiliated with Raymond James. Any 
information provided in this article has been 
prepared from sources believed to be reliable but 
is not guaranteed by Raymond James Financial 
Services and is not a complete summary or statement 
of all available data necessary for making an 
investment decision.  Any information provided is for 
informational purposes only and does not constitute 
recommendation.  Prepared by Broadridge Investor 
Communication Solutions, Inc. Copyright 2019.

AMY AND DAN SMITH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 

GOLF TOURNAMENT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 

hearing and speech, diabetes, and envi-
ronmental programs.

“Now we are getting requests from 
government employed families and those 
who are employed by government con-
tractors who have lost their paychecks 
due to the shutdown,” said Nunaley.  Ra-
maji nodded and said, “We give assistance 

to anyone throughout the year.”
People, organizations, and businesses 

who want to help Tree of Life and the 
Salvation Army by donating to or be-
coming a tournament sponsor can go to 
www.lionsgolftournament.com.

Those who prefer to contribute by dis-
playing their fairway skills should visit 
www.lionsgolftournament.com.

Keeping Loudoun Families Healthy since 1974.
www.yourfamilymed.com

• Newborn Care
• Children and Adolescents
• Adult and Geriatric Medicine 
• Women’s Health
• Special Procedures

We accept most 
major health plans!

Purcellville location 
205 Hirst Road, Suite 303
Purcellville, VA 20132

540-338-9896Cecile Carson, FNP-BC

Shetal Patel, MD

Our Purcellville location is pleased  
to announce our NEW providers

Friday, Feb . 1, 12 p.m. to 2 p.m., 
Monthly Lunch and a Movie-- 
Groundhog Day. Call 571-258-3400 
by noon Thursday to reserve a lunch.

Friday, Feb . 8, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., 
Raptor Presentation. The Raptor 
Conservancy will bring a variety of 
raptors (hawk, owl, and falcon) nd 
discuss natural history of the birds 
and the importance of conservation.

Tuesday, Feb . 12, 10:30 a.m. to 12 
p.m., Carter Center Advisory Board 
Meeting.

Wednesday, Feb . 13, 10 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m., Lincoln Elementary 

School Performance. Enjoy a light-
“hearted” musical performance  to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day.

Wednesday, Feb . 13, 10:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m., Food Labeling 
Presentation. Theresa Trader of 
Purcellville Pharmacy will share 
information on the importance of 
reading and understanding food 
labels for a healthier diet.  Bring in 
your favorite food to go over the 
label in the class. 

Friday, Feb .  15, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 
Valentine’s Day Dance. $3. Ages 55 
and up.

Friday, Feb . 22, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Carver Lunch Bunch Blue Ridge Grill, 
Leesburg. $4.00 transportation fee. 
Participants pay for own meal and tip.

Friday, Feb . 15 to March 8, 12:30 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m., Basic Watercolor. 
$50/$58 Members/Non-members

Wednesday, Feb . 20 to March 
13, 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
Intermediate Watercolor. $50-$58 
Members/Non-members

Monday, Feb . 25 to March 18, 12:30 
p.m.-2:30 p.m., Drawing Class. $50-
$58 Members/Non-members

COMMUNITY

This great event gets better and better 
every year.  Attendees get to experience, 

sample and buy products 
from Loudoun’s wineries, 
Community Supported 

Agriculture businesses (CSAs), small farms 
and growers, artisans, and crafters and 
“makers” of all kinds.

Make a day of it.  Bring the family.  For 
event details go to www.loudoungrown.org.  

Shake off those February 
blues ... go green

9th Annual 
Loudoun Grown Expo

February 23 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Historic Bush Tabernacle

250 South Nursery Ave., 

Purcellville

Carter Center Events for February

Jane and Heinz 
Muller

Organizers of the 50th annual Bluemont 
Fair, to be held this Sept. 21 and 22 in historic 
western Loudoun County, invite artists of all 
ages to submit designs for consideration for 
this year’s poster. The theme is celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of the old-timey fair. 
Submissions must be postmarked by no later 
than April 3. 

As the release from the Fair reminds us, 
when the first Fair occurred in 1969, Nixon 
was President and the U.S. was still actively 
involved in the Vietnam War. Neil Armstrong 
and Ed Aldrin walked on the Moon. The 
Manson murders and the Stonewall riots 
shocked us. The Who released their rock 
opera “Tommy”, and the Beatles released 
their Abbey Road album. It was also the year 
of Woodstock. 

Meanwhile, in the little mountain village of 
Bluemont, residents banded together to figure 
out how to pay for their village’s streetlights. 
Someone suggested that they put on a small 
country fair and the rest, as they say, is history. 

Fifty years later Bluemont is still a small 
country village with a thriving historic district 
where not much has changed in appearance 

from its earlier years. And Bluemont still hosts 
a country fair, although it has expanded and 
grown through the years with each generation 
of neighbors putting their own special stamp on 
it. This year’s fair marks a significant milestone 
in the village’s history, and yes, part of the 
proceeds still go toward paying for streetlights. 

Poster designs should be rendered simply 
and with minimal color to facilitate replication 
on Bluemont Fair distinctive poster. Artists 
should include their contact information and 
a brief biography for inclusion in publicity. 
The selected artist’s name will be printed on 
the poster and his/her work acknowledged in 
Fair publicity. Multiple entries from individual 
artists are permitted. 

Artwork should be mailed to: Bluemont 
Fair Poster Design Competition, P.O. Box 
217, Bluemont, Virginia, 20135 and must be 
postmarked by April 3. Individuals requesting 
return of their submissions should also include 
a self-addressed, stamped mailing receptacle. 

For further information, call 540 554-2367 
(voice mail), or email chair@bluemontfair.org   
Visit www.bluemontfair.org for examples of 
past designs.

50th Annual Bluemont Fair 
Seeks Poster Design
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We won’t leave you powerless.

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWP
POWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 25 years experience providing complete service that 
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Gerry  Pierce

PEACEFUL VALLEY
ANIMAL CREMATORY

Local, family owned and operated

Please call for pricing 
and appointments

681-252-3504 
350 Old Shennandale Road 

Charles Town, WV 25414
(located off of Kabletown Road)

PEACEFULVALLEYANIMALCREMATORY.COM

Please request our services at 
your local vet’s office

Nothing too 
big or too 

small — we 
do it all!

Find us on 
Facebook

Pick up and delivery 
to and from your home 

available or you can 
bring your pet to us.
—The Hough Family

heartbreaking for all of us to hear, it 
made the importance of our efforts even 
more clear! ... “

Sara Willis died on Thanksgiving Day, 
2018. This is tough stuff, and so very real.

These LoCo On Cancer students – 
undaunted and forever positive – are 
going right after the heart and soul of the 
fight, encouraging the wider Loudoun 
County community to focus on the good 
we can all do just by stepping up for that 
better day to be had. And, they are doing 
it with, not just determination, but also a 
bit of humor.

The team made a recent presentation 
to the Purcellville Town Council – in 
addition to its January presentation to 
the BOS – and has organized a series of 
ongoing and one-time events.

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser and 
his family were the beneficiaries of the 
LoCo On Cancer spirit when a brightly-
painted polka dot “Cancer Stinks” toilet 
bowl (yes, toilet bowl) showed up on 
their front yard recently. 

The team’s ongoing Cancer Stinks 
fundraising effort takes the very bold 
tactic of placing the brightly painted 
polka dot toilet in the front yards of 
unsuspecting friends and neighbors. 
One person makes a donation and gets 
the toilet placed in their front yard of 
choice. A note on the toilet challenges 
the recipient to make a donation ... 
and pass the toilet bowl to the next 
unsuspecting person. People can also 
purchase “Tidy-Bowl Insurance” – a $25 

donation to make sure the toilet bowl 
passes them by. 

Other events have included a late 
January Kendra Scott Gives Back Party, 
organized by team member Sarah Rubin. 
In this fun sales and refreshments event, 
the Kendra Scott jewelry and fashion 
brand donated 20 percent of each 
purchase at the event to the cause.

On Feb. 2, the team sponsored a Paint 
for a Cure event at a Purcellville artist’s 
home. Guests left with a fun painting of 
a snowman. Hundreds of dollars went to 
the cause.

Upcoming events include one at 
Harpers Ferry Brewing (Feb. 7) and 
Dragon Hops Brewing (Feb. 9).

As Mackenzie’s mom, Tracy, says, this 
is all about “ten kids, two schools, and 
one mission – to beat cancer.

“They are reaching out to everyone 
they can,” said Tracy, “But, businesses 
are contacting them, too.

“They are so motivated by the ‘why’ 
in all of this,” continued Tracy. “As my 
daughter said in her presentation to the 
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors, 
‘With so many people being affected by 
cancer, it’s so important to me to be able 
to make a difference in their lives.’ “

To join in the LoCo On Cancer 
effort, contact Makenzie Robinson at 
703 772-6876. More information can also 
be found at the following links: events.
lls.org/nca/DCSOY19/tlocooncan, 
and www.studentseries.org/national-
capital-area/article/about-student-of-
the-year.

BEATING CANCER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

The Franklin Park Arts Center is a 
great place to be on a cold winter after-
noon or evening.  This month features 
the Danny Knicely Ground Hog Day 
Show, Red Herring Puppets, a Chinese 
New Year Event, a LoCo Improv Fest, the 
Ballet Theatre of Ashburn, and more. 
And, don’t forget the great art on display 
in the art center’s gallery, open Monday 
through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., week-
ends during performances and on Sunday 
evening as part of Franklin Park’s coffee-
house series.

For more information, go to www.
franklinparkartscenter.org. 

— Franklin Park, February 2019 —

Puppets and planetariums,  
ballet and improv 

Download your Season 11 Franklin Park Arts Center Playbill on the 
County website:  www.loudoun.gov/DocumentCenter/View/145129/

Franklin-Park-Season-11-Playbill-PDF.
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FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit 
of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Pol-
icies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, national origin, sex, elder-
liness, familial status and handicap. This 
newspaper will not knowingly accept 
advertising for real estate that violates 
the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available 
on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more infor-
mation about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair 
Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office 
at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing 
impaired: 804.527.4290;  email – fair housing@dpor.vir-
ginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.  

ADVERTISE 
IN OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS
Advertise@BlueRidgeLeader.com

ExcEptional REntals

Call (301) 514-8114

• 3 Bedroom 2 Bath House ~ Move In Ready! 
Also Separately

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath Apartment  Very Clean!
Both Located in The Piedmont Hunt

GREAT AFFORDABLE RENT IN THE MIDDLE OF EVERYTHING

All on a beautiful, gated, safe, quiet  
Middleburg farm with Blue Ridge views

Finally  . . .

If it were not for individuals getting 
involved on behalf of saving western 
Loudoun, it would already look like Fair-
fax. There are many ways to help and this 
is a critical year. Email me at CharlesHous-
ton3@yahoo.com and perhaps I can 
make some suggestions.

Charles Houston developed office buildings 
in Atlanta, and has lived in Paeonian Springs 
for 20 years.

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

multiple steps ahead, eagerly plot-
ting out a course to achieve their 
shared goals. They were (and are) 
perfect for each other in that way 
– my father reminds my mother to 
slow down and reflect, while my 
mother urges my father to begin 
anew. Watching them over the years 
taught me the importance of bal-
ance. Of allowing the past to inform 
both the present and the future, 
rather than allowing such reflections 
to cloud out all else. After all, as Jon-
athan Larson once said, “Forget re-
gret, or life is yours to miss.” 

Despite these words, I still have 
plenty of regrets. Some involve 
outcomes I had little-to-no control 
over, yet still hold myself responsi-

ble. There are things I long to take 
back, decisions I wish I could revisit, 
and make again. A sentiment likely 
echoed by most readers. 

I wonder if such thoughts are a 
symptom of a perfectionist streak, 
especially if the proper amends have 
already been made. Our high stan-
dards preventing us from acknowl-
edging our humanity. A condition 
precluding us from sometimes ac-
cepting living a mistake-free exis-
tence. Despite practice and prepa-
ration, unforced errors are inevita-
ble. Even if the circumstances align, 
and you feel victory is within reach. 
You may still drop the football, and 
that’s OK. Sometimes strength can 
be found in weakness. 

“I let my teammates down, I let the 

city of Philadelphia down. That’s on 
me,” Jeffery told the media after the 
game. He looked as if he was offering 
penance, apologizing to the same 
fans he helped deliver a Super Bowl 
trophy to just a year before. Despite 
the loss, life will move on. There will 
be more games to play, more balls to 
catch. Additional opportunities for 
redemption, perhaps making future 
victory all the sweeter.

Although this is all very unlikely to 
assuage my father’s angst. 

“I can’t believe the Eagles lost,” he 
said again and again. Chalk it up to 
bad ju ju.

 
Samuel Moore-Sobel is a freelance 
writer. To read more of his work, visit 
www.holdingontohopetoday.com

MOORE-SOBEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

Bluemont Cottage For Rent
Small efficiency cottage for rent available 
for one person. Features full kitchen with 

range/oven, fridge, combo clothes washer/ 
dryer, full bath, hardwood floors, pine wood 
paneling & wood burning fireplace, satellite 

TV extra.  Rent $800 monthly, includes 
utilities. For info e- mail Jlench@Ngkf.com or 

call 202 716-0155.

Love dogs?
Happy Hounds Lodge in Round 
Hill, VA Now Hiring Dog-Care 
Attendants & Managers for all 
shifts! Dog/Horse exp. a plus! 

703-297-4737

CLASSIFIEDS 
once he’s mature and independent 
enough to take on that kind of 
additional responsibility.      

I expect that your son will 
give you push back with a more 
structured plan since he’s been 
overly dependent, but being 
consistent and firm – as long as 
your expectations are reasonable 
– will be essential for his 
success.  Being firm and loving 
aren’t mutually exclusive ideas. 
Encourage your son with loving 
care and warmth, and praise him 
for the changes he makes along 
the way no matter how small they 
may seem to you.  

Your son’s struggles are not 
unique.  As a psychologist, I 
frequently work with young adults 
who struggle with becoming more 
autonomous and independent.  
Even for college graduates, 
with the job market being so 
competitive and Northern 
Virginia being an expensive place 
to live, it’s not uncommon for 
adult children in their mid to late 
20’s to live at home with their 
parents before launching fully.  

I’m hopeful that in time and 
with increased effort on your 
part, and your son’s part for 
himself, your son’s autonomy and 
independence will improve.  

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. is 
a clinical psychologist in private 
practice.  He has been featured on 
CNN, Good Morning America and 
several other outlets.  He can be 
reached at 703 723-2999, and is 
located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, 
Suite 240, Ashburn.                

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

general public, for recreational, en-
tertainment, or educational purpos-
es, to view or enjoy rural activities, 
including farming, winery, ranching, 
historical, cultural, or harvest-your-
own activities, or natural activities 
and attractions.”

“An activity is an agritourism ac-

tivity whether or not the participant 
pays to participate in the activity.

Finally, an “agritourism profession-
al” is “any person who is engaged in 
the business of providing one or more 
agritourism activities, whether or not 
for compensation.” 

For legislative details and updates, 
go to lis.virginia.gov.

VA HOUSE COMMITTEE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

LOCAL ARTS ORGANIZATIONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 

that focus primarily on the arts (i.e. 
production, presentation, or support of 
dance, literary arts, media arts, music, 
theater or visual or related arts); are 
incorporated in Virginia; have their 
headquarters and home seasons, or 
activities equivalent to a home season, 
in the state; have 501(c)3 status; and 
are for arts activities that will be held 
in Purcellville,  between July 1, 2019 
through June 30, 2020. Please note that 
funding cannot be provided for payment 
to performers for specific performances.

The Purcellville Arts Council will re-
view the funding requests and make 
their recommendations on the distribu-
tion of the funding to the Town Coun-
cil at its March 11, meeting. These rec-
ommendations will be included in the 

Town’s proposal to the Virginia Com-
mission for the Arts’ Creative Commu-
nities Partnership Grant, which is due 
April 1, 2019.

 The application for this grant is now 
available online on the Purcellville Arts 
Council page of the Town of Purcellville 
website: purcellvilleva.gov/669/Purcell-
ville-Arts-Council. Eligible art organi-
zations may either apply online or mail 
the completed proposal with all of the 
required documentation to Purcellville 
Arts Council, Attn: Creative Commu-
nities Partnership Grant, 221 S Nursery 
Ave, Purcellville, VA  20132 by 5 p.m. 
on Friday, March 1, 2019. For more in-
formation, email Amie Ware, Division 
Manager, Purcellville Parks and Recre-
ation Division at aware@purcellvilleva.
gov.

See pages 20-21

24 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY  |  www.BlueRidgeLeader.com FEBRUARY 2019

http://www.holdingontohopetoday.com
https://purcellvilleva.gov/669/Purcellville-Arts-Council
https://purcellvilleva.gov/669/Purcellville-Arts-Council


H   MES
www.KathyHessler.com

kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com
703-615-1493 703-378-8810

14526 Lee Rd Suite 100, Chantilly Virginia 20151

Your Dream, My Focus

®

LINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERT
RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOR RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR® RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOR RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR®

Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker
ABRABRABR ABRABRABR

100 Purcellville Gateway Drive
Suite 100 B

Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: 703-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620

linda.culbert@longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

®

MARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKER
RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTORREALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR, ABR/SFRRRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR®, ABR/SFR

Multi-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DC

508 E. Market St.
Leesburg  VA  20176

-------
Cell: 703-577-6015

Office: 703-777-2900
Mary.Wisker@LNF.com
www.MaryWisker.com

Sam & Ray Rees
Associate Brokers

703-408-4261
Onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com

Onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com

107 East Main Street Suite 1 A
Purcellville Va 20132

SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

The Western Loudoun Handyman
Home Improvement from A-Z

Working Locally for over 15 years
n Tile
n Carpentry

n Flooring 
n Masonry

n Fencing 
And much more

Call Rudy: 540-550-4324 or 
email WesternLoudounHandyman@gmail.com

Atoka Properties/Middleburg R.E.
Licensed in Virginia • 540-687-6321

Homes * Farms * Land

serving Western Counties sinCe 2003

Kim Hurst
703-932-9651

YourCountryHome.net

PREMIER

H   MES
www.KathyHessler.com

kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com
703-615-1493 703-378-8810

14526 Lee Rd Suite 100, Chantilly Virginia 20151

Your Dream, My Focus

H   MES
www.KathyHessler.com

kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com
703-615-1493 703-378-8810

14526 Lee Rd Suite 100, Chantilly Virginia 20151

Your Dream, My Focus

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile 
703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia

Licensed, Bonded and Insured Since 1997  
 
815 Grant St., Herndon, VA 20170 
PaintAndStain61@yahoo.com
Tel: 202 910-6083 
Cell: 571-243-9417

Interior & Exterior Painting • Flooring & Carpet • Carpentry 
Bathroom Remodeling • Granite Counter Tops & Installation 

Deck Maintenance • Roofing Replacement and Repair
Plumbing • House Cleaning Services

Complete Remodeling – Home Improvement

Paint & Stain LLC
www.paintandstains.com

Juvenal Orozco Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Interior/Exterior
Residential
Commercial
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall RepairsJoel Welter

Owner
540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983 Offering 10% winter 

discounts on all interior work

Advertise@
BlueRidgeLeader.com

Advertise 
with us.

Pamela Newhouse
 CCE, CHSR  
 President &  

Creative Director

540 668-5159
Pam@NewHouseHomeInteriors.com
www.NewHouseHomeInteriors.com

• HOME STAGING & REDESIGN
• COLOR CONSULTATIONS
• INTERIOR DECORATING

Selling your home? 
Staging makes an impression. 

Let us stage your home to sell for top dollar!

“because ... COLOR can be complicated & 
STAGING makes an impression.”

N | H
NEWHOUSE

HOME INTERIORS

CALL 
OR EMAIL
>>>>>>>>>

See our ad on page 7

www.CompassWestRealty.com   Dawn@DawnDelivers.com

Dawn Billow, Broker
Compass West Realty, LLC
17 W. Boscawen St, Winchester, VA 22601
O: 540-692-9378  F: 540-369-6266
Compass West Realty is licensed in Virginia and West  
Virginia to help you with all of your real estate needs.
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Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing  l Repairs

SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years 
Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092
Call Brian Today!

FALL SPECIAL 20% OFFwith this ad!

General Contractor
YVAN 571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Yvan@AQSContracting.com
Class A. 
Licensed

Full Remodeling
Basements
Kitchens

Bathrooms
Additions

General Repairs
Handyman Services

   

Patios &  
Walkways

Retaining  
Walls

Drainage  
Solutions

Bobcat  
Services 

Grading  
and more!

Call or text Chris: 540-664-2340
Serving Northern VA for over 30 years!

Licensed - Insured - References

New Roofs/ 
Roof Repair
Siding Repairs/
Replacement
Skylight Repairs/
Replacement
Flat Roofs
Cedar Shakes
Wood Trim 
Replacement
Flashing Repairs
Storm Damage 
Claims

Hudson 
Roofing 

Company 
We Take Pride In Our Craftsmanship 

FREE ESTIMATES
703-615-8727

HudsonRoofingCO@aol.com  
• No Job Too Small

• Owner Supervised
• Emergency 24 Hour Repairs 

Over 30 years experience with more than 
12,750 satisfied customers

VA Class A License 2705-028844A

ROOFING
SIDING
WINDOWS
GUTTERS

       ROOFING
SIDING
            WINDOWS
       GUTTERS

               ROOFING 
SIDING  
                        WINDOWS 
               GUTTERS

                     ROOFING 
SIDING    SIDING
                                     WINDOWS 
                     GUTTERS

Serving Loudoun County for over 20 years
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SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

affordableroofingremodeling.com

BALCH’S
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

Servicing Loudoun County since 1995

701A W. Main Street, Purcellville, VA • 540-338-7447
www.balchstransmissionservice.com

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

Reach the local market. Advertise with us.
Advertise@BlueRidgeLeader.com
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K I T CHEN · BA TH · B A SEMENT · F LOOR ING

One Company, One Contract 
One Exceptional Result F E B R U A R Y  1  -  F E B R U A R Y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 9

There’s Snow Place
Like Home

Remodeling & Flooring Sale

People are the 
happiest at home.

- William Shakespeare

Let Abbey help make
 your house...your home.

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING 
Until October 2020
Simple Application
90% Approval Rate
W.A.C. See store for details. 

Offer ends 2/10/19.

Take advantage of this sale to remodel your
 kitchen, bathroom or basement.

AbbeyDesignCenter.com

Leesburg
703-810-3729

161 Fort Evans Rd. NE

(Next to Wolf Furniture)

Sterling
703-634-6787

21465 Price Cascades Plaza
(In front of Costco)

Service
Excellence

since 
1989

Abbey Design Center is committed to Service, Workmanship and Value.  We strive to provide 
exceptional finished products and customer service  at an affordable price!
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